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Kamri Fleming, right, receives the Educator
of the Year award from Sherye Price at the
Franklin County Partnership Banquet.

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

In a county full of outstanding
teachers, it's truly a special honor to
be named Educator of the Year for
Franklin County Schools and
Russellville City Schools.

Each year, two educators receive
that honor at the annual Franklin
County Partnership Awards Banquet,
held March 7th at the A.W. Todd
Centre.

This year's recipients were Kamri
Fleming for Franklin County Schools
and Tanya Cleveland for Russellville
City Schools.
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“Quality F urnltur.e at Affordable Pnces”

24 Month Interest Free Financing! (wac)
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honored as Educators of
the Year for Frankiin
Gounty and Russellville
Gity Schools

COURTESY PHOTO

Tanya Cleveland receives her Educator of

the Year Award from Sherye Price with the
Franklin County Development Authority at
the annual Partnership Banquet.

Fleming, a Tharptown High School
alum, teaches special education and
coaches basketball and volleyball at
her alma mater.

Fleming is a teacher who, each
day, goes beyond just working with
her students in the classroom. For
example, with her help, many of her
students were able to enjoy getting
dressed up and attending Prom with
their classmates.

She was instrumental in organizing
the first Franklin County Special
Olympics last year. Her vision for
Tharptown athletics goes beyond
just wins and losses this year for her
teams. She's laying the groundwork

See ‘EDUCATORS,’ Page 9
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Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs
Brett M. Bowen, DDS

Family

Dentist
243 Underwood HanXtussellwlle 256 332 4000

* Mowing, Hedge
Trimming
* Pressure Washing
* 24-Hr Towing &
Roadside Assistance

256.324.0385
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YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO . ) . { PANN Momuments are Designed &

$2.000 OR MORE opLetered inourlocalshop.
IN COMPENSATION

AR : \ Franklin County’s Home Owned and
ARE YOU A

Operated Monument Dealer!

D
) Grant & Beverly Atkins

A i 403 East Lawrence Street
Russellville, Alabama

“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

SUBSCRIBER?

(OR HAVE BEEN SUBSCRIBED WITHIN THE LAST TWO YEARS)

Donnie Lee Wilson, age 68, of Russellville,
Alabama passed away on April 1, 2024. Akins
Funeral Home assisted the family.

- Michael Wayne Smith, age 70, of Moulton,
Bedford, Rogers, Bowling & McReynolds, P.C. Alabama passed away on March 31, 2024.

2 5 6 3 3 2 2 8 8 0 Akins Funeral Home assisted the family.
- -

*No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality Jeanette Pa thCIa HOIIand! age 87’ Of Bremen’
of legal services performed by 01:h(T:)relabv;élg(rjs.Sg’lheelyh:‘rFLrg)gn c;t:j?“lj'\{\ggrrngna{;w mportant decision that should not Alabama, passed a Way on MarCh 30, 2024.
' P— Pinkard Funeral Home assisted the family.

Jeanette “Jan” Kaye Wyatt James, age 71, of
Spruce Pine passed away on Thursday,
March 28, 2024. Spry Memorial Chapel.

8" John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine
Freida Ann Swindle, age 82, of Muscle
L “Over 22 Years Caring Shoals, passed away on Thursday, March
x e 28, 2024. Spry Memorial Chapel assisted the
... for Franklin County. family.

\ Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00
e, Friday: 8:30-12:00
Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana,

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing
and treating a wide variety of diseases
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
256.331.1900
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House Bill 238: An important step to protect rural
pharmacies or another tax on Alabama residents?
Depends who you ask...

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

A controversial bill that would add a $10.64 'dispensing fee' to every
prescription filled in Alabama may not make it through the 2024 legisla-
tive session, which ends May 20th.

House Bill 238 was passed by voice vote from the House Insurance
Committee last month. That vote allowed it to advance to the next step,
a vote on the House floor.

Included among House Insurance Committee members who support
HB238 is Rep. Jamie Kiel (R-Russellville). But Kiel believes the bill will
run out of time before it can advance through the House, Senate and
back to committees if there are any revisions.

“Advancing out of committee was just the beginning of the legislative
process,” Kiel said. “It must still go to the House floor, Senate floor,
then the governor. And if there are any changes, back to committee.”

Even without coming up for a vote on the House floor, HB238 has
generated its share of controversy, as its opponents say the bill would
create a tax on prescriptions that would hit the pockets of those who
can least afford the additional cost.

Another concern from those opposed to HB238 is that it would
restrict the state's ability to investigate allegations of fraud, waste and
abuse by Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs), who are third-party
administrators of prescription drug benefits in a health plan.

Among its opponents are Lynda Kirkpatrick, Chairman of the Marion
County Democratic Party.

“This bill could inadvertently shield unethical practices within the
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pharmacy industry, to the detriment of Alabama's consumers and insur-
ers,” Kirkpatrick said.

Another opponent of HB238 is the Alliance of Alabama Healthcare
Consumers. In a release, the Alliance states the bill 'will have an effect
on all Alabamians with pharmacy benefit coverage by increasing the
premiums and/or out of pocket expenses at the pharmacy.'

Additionally, their argument against the bill is that it will place substan-
tial financial burdens on Alabama employers and their employees that
will add up into the millions.

Kiel says HB238 isn't a tax at all, because no revenue is being gen-
erated for the state.

“It's not a tax. The government has to receive money for something to
be a tax. | know social media posts going around say otherwise, but it's
not a tax. They're trying to paint it that way so insurance companies
don't have to pay pharmacies for prescription drugs,” Kiel said.

Instead, Kiel explains, the bill would provide protection for pharmacies
so they would no longer lose money filling certain prescriptions.

“If you go to your pharmacy to fill a prescription and the pharmacist
pulls it up and say it costs $300. Then he pulls up your insurance and
sees it will only pay $250 for that drug,” Kiel said.

“The pharmacist then has two options—fill it and lose $50, and do that
every month losing money, or saying they don't have it in stock. Then
you as the consumer don't have your medicine, and you go to the next
pharmacy, which may also say they don't have it in stock,” he
explained.

Kiel said that continued pattern can result in local pharmacies having
to close their doors.

“When you fill prescriptions at a loss, you can't do that forever.
Multiple pharmacies have closed because of that. We're averaging 27
pharmacies closing each year in Alabama since 2017,” Kiel said.

What HB238 would do, Kiel said, is to require an insurance provider
to remit to the pharmacy the actual cost of the prescription plus $10, an
estimated cost of what it costs to dispense it.

Kiel said Medicaid in Alabama already reimburses pharmacies in this
manner. They take the average cost of the drug, plus a $10 dispensing
fee.

Kiel believes losing pharmacies, especially in rural areas, is a signifi-
cant problem that needs to be addressed. And whether the bill ultimate-
ly passes doesn't change the need to find a solution to that problem, he
explained.

‘I voted to bring the parties to the table so that we can have access
to medicine in rural areas where pharmacies are closing,” Kiel said. “It
brings some light on the subject, which is what's most important—to
bring light to the fact we're losing rural pharmacies and people aren't
receiving the medicine they need.”

Although Kiel's brother is a pharmacist in Russellville, Kiel said that
doesn't pose a a conflict prohibiting him from voting on HB238.

“It was a pharmacist who brought the legislation (to the House),” Kiel
said. “It's a very broad bill. | don't not vote on the education budget
because my wife is a teacher, so there's no conflict in voting on this.

Since the bill was filed, Kiel said there has already been some small
progress toward finding a solution for this important issue.

“The legislation was filed to start a conversation about how pharma-
cists are reimbursed by PBMs and insurance companies. | know both
sides came to the table to discuss this. | think it's essential for them to
continue the conversation so rural Alabamians can continue to have
access to medicine,” Kiel said.
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sutherland crowned Phil Camphell
Dream Girl 2024

March 15th was a dream night for Phil Campbell student Jaci Sutherland, as she was crowned Dream Girl in the 2024 Phil Campbell High
School Dream Girl Pageant.

Sutherland was selected from 15 contestants in the sen-
ior division of Dream Girl.

Aspen Misner was crowned Junior Dream Girl from a
group of six contestants in the junior division.

For Sutherland, it was a team effort that came together
to allow her to be named 2024 Dream Girl.

“l feel so honored and blessed to be crowned Miss
Dream Girl 2024,” Sutherland said. “| want to thank Anna
Brooke Hutcheson for my hair and makeup. | want to than
Heather Miller for the spray tan and Shanda Barnett for
the photogenic picture. | also want to thank my mom. |
couldn't get on the stage without her help. She is always
my biggest supporter. Also, | want to thank Curtis Baker
for the ring he sponsored.

“l want to thank everyone who came and supported me.
| couldn't have done it without all of you. Most of all, thank
you to my Lord and Savior for everything He has blessed
me with and given me,” she added.
Misner said her night was made even more special
ecause of who was on stage with her when her name
was called as Junior Dream Girl.
Dream Girl Aspen Misner. “It was an amazing moment to have my sister, Raegan

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

2024 Phil Campbell High School Junior

(PCHS Dream Girl 2023), there on stage when they called my name. It isi a memorg th_athl wil:
always cherish.
i [dn't h -
Plck “n vn“r FREE cnnv u' tnﬂ ngé%rrt itpz“);{se”jog’é.laci Sutherland, 2024 Phil Campbell Hi:;:I? lsj::fj\l()r;?nm
- y : Girl.
Franklln Frae Press at cl S!!! g;;t]eoafndn;);mcg(r)ng?&r]‘ij she did,” Migner said.. .
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 4a - 7p ence. | learmed that when you taks that chance and are confident in your
self, you can accomplish so much more than you think you can, so
GROCERY always believe in yourself. I%ve_ryone let their beauty shine bright and it
was so fun to be a part of it,” Misner added.
FI SHING Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels,
letters to the editor and other creative submissions
SUPPLIES to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
DELI freepress.net!
Q Q
256-332-1324 Village at Oliver Place
: : NOW LEASING
& ;ull_l Serr:"cle Deli w/ Breakfast -\_ Water included starting at:
S FP ateé 95 2BR 3505 * 3BR:$575
&« anol-rree Gas 5%
&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24

205.993.5005. * 1361 Pike Avenu.e * Phil Carhpbell
@ TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546 &\,
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“Goodness. Best sleep I've
had in years. I'm sore today
but that means it worked.

FASCIAL

Can’t thank you enough.
STRETCH You’ve got a permanent
THERAPY. client now:

~ Paul Wilbanks

annacarolporterholisticharmony.com Disabled valsran

Fascial Stretch Therapy helps with pain while
calming the nerves to ensure a good night’s sleep.

Call Anna Carol
Porter today!

*Certified Fascial Stretch Practitioner*

“Get Ready
to Heal!”

B3 Holistic Harmony. AC 256.668.2830

Gas Board

Call for details
256.332.2020

) * Can finance 100% of
Space ' installation costs
* Monthly loan payment
added to utility bill
* Quick approval process
* Fixed rate loan terms are

300 /g4 0

tetal

RURREINSIIB Natural Gas Appliance
Rebates & Financing

EyeCare
Professionals

“® Comprehensive Eye Exams . \\\
for Adults & Children

“®> Contacts & Glasses

“® Eye Injuries & Emergencies

“® Designer & Safety Frames, Sunglasse
8a.m.-5p.m.
PEST CONTROL

. PREDATOR
' mﬁﬁ PEST CONTROL

“The Insect Predator”
Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

W '\é?*._.-"-
& 7 50 Years Combined Experience

Toll Free 1-888-832-5405

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

Loan Features:

* No prepayment penalty
* Must use licensed
contractor
* Available to residential
owner-occupied
single-family and duplex

available up to 6 years homes
Clothes _
PNy P Home Water ;
High effisiency, less wrinkling  when preparing meaks &
lmlnrrlﬂl drying for your family and U I'Ilts
- SRS Superior heating to bring warmth and Reliable hot water -
somfart o your hame far your hamae

SI0F
Rebate

$800

$500 u_,



Tombighee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone
services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

Dr. Kellys
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.

HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
SUPPLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN
ALABAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF
AGE THAT REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY
ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx
TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-
243-5463) 256-389-0530 PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT
OF SENIOR
he Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and
older to help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and
schools. Volunteers will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We
have openings for several schools for the coming school year. Please call 256-
332-6800 for an application.
shaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and
human trafficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of hope’
by bridging the gap between service providers and culturally diverse com-
munities. Their 24-hour crisis line number is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more about
AshaKiran by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org. Consultations are free and confi-
dential, and available in 45 different languages.
he Senior Center of Phil Campbell is under new management.
Everyone age 60 and over are invited to come join us and be part of
the group. This is for men and women. We meet at the Phil Campbell Community
Center Monday thru Friday from 8-noon. A delicious lunch is served at 11 a.m.
Meals are $1 donation. Some come and play Rook. We also do Bingo when we
have enough people. There are several games to play or just sit and socialize with
other seniors.
astor Bro. Eric McKinney and the congregation of Crestview
Missionary Baptist Church, 24131 Hwy. 24, Russellville, invite you to
worship with them. Sunday morning Bible Study is from 10-Noon and
Sunday morning worship from 11-Noon. All are welcome to our services! Call 256-
324-0179 for more information.
Y FATHER'S HOUSE MINISTRIES, RUSSELLVILLE, AL, 104 E.
Lawrence St., Pastor Pearl Shelton, would like to invite you to our
weekly Prayer Meeting every Tuesday evening at 5:30 p.m. Come join us as we
pray together in unity and power! Anyone needing prayer please be sure to join
us! Everyone is welcome!
pring Revival will be held at Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church,
April 7-10, 2024. Sunday at 5 p.m., and Monday-Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Pastor Bro. Jeff Fleming and congregation invite everyone to attend. Evangelist will
be Bro. Jonathan Prince. Church is located at 305 Bethlehem Road in
Russellville.Spring Revival will be held at Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church,
April 7-10, 2024. Sunday at 5 p.m., and Monday-Wednesday at 7 p.m. Pastor Bro.
Jeff Fleming and congregation invite everyone to attend. Evangelist will be Bro.
Jonathan Prince. Church is located at 305 Bethlehem Road in Russellville.
You are invited to sign up for a free Introduction to Pickleball class,
sponsored by the Russellville Parks and Recreation Department. The
one-day class will take place Sunday, May 5, 2024, at 4 p.m., at the Recreation
Center at 201 Ash Avenue. Spots are limited, and all equipment will be provided.
The class will be taught by Joseph Murray. Please call 256-431-8382 to sign up or
with any questions.
Bean Supper will be held at the Frankfort Community Center on
Saturday, April 27th. Serving begins around 2 p.m. Beans & ham,
corn, slaw, turnip greens, cornbread, drink and dessert for $10. FREE live music.
Bring your own lawn chair. Proceeds go to the upkeep of the Frankfort Community
Center. Hosted by Frankfort Extension Homemakers Club, a non-profit organiza-
tion.

Miranda Decker, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE

Comprehensive Adult
Health Care

Russe_llville Internal
Medicine, P.C.

535 Gandy Street NE
Russellville, AL 35653

256-332-1120 s




“The standard for fixed-i 1ncome

FRANKLIN DISCOUNT liiﬁng inRussellville *
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) Russellville
Housing Authority
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online at

www.franklinfreep-
ress.net!

Mon.-Fri. 9-6
3145 Hwy 237 > .
Phil Campbell * Pest & Mosqmto

Next to Phil Campbell Owner/Pharmacist con'rOI

High School Wes Mayfield 256 332 4008

Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !
Be Part of Feeding America!

Production wages start at $17.25/hr up to $20/hr

(Including incentive)
Apply In person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, Night Shift Premium Pay,

»j‘ 401K Retirement, Paid Holidays
_— - and Vacations.
Pilgrim’s /

EOE-AA-F-M-V-D




noore postnumousiy nonored with 2024 rrankiin Gounty
Hall of Fame Award

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Although he wasn't there to see it, Red Bay resident Kelly Moore was
posthumously awarded the Franklin County Hall of Fame Award at last
month's Franklin County Partnership Awards Banquet.

Moore's family accepted the honor in his behalf. Moore, known as 'Pops'
by family and grandchildren and 'JoJo' by his golfing buddies, passed away
in January at the age of 71.

The Hall of Fame Award is the centerpiece of awards presented at the
annual Partnership Banquet, sponsored by the Franklin County Chamber
of Commerce and the Franklin County Development Authority.

The award recognizes one Franklin County resident whose lifetime
accomplishments
are both outstand-
ing and historically
significant to
Franklin County.

James McCullar
was the other
2024 nominee.

Moore was an
active member of
the Alabama Walkj—
to Emmaus
Community and
an avid supporter
of the Red Bay
Tigers and the
Alabama Crimson
Tide. He even
spent some time
on the radio
broadcast team

Pest & osquito
Control

s, = 256-332-4008

saw him work at the Bank of Red Bay, Tiffin Motor Homes and CB&S Bank.
He served on the Franklin County Board of Education, the Red Bay Lions
Club, Red Bay Hospital Board, Franklin County Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors, the Redmont Recreation Club, Jaycees and he was a
charter member of Grace Methodist Church.

“Kelly was a wonderful husband, brother, grandfather, great-grandfather
and friend,” said Franklin County Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director Cassie Medley. “His legacy will live forever because of how he

$800" to $2,200°

*According to inventory and any prior history with this dealership.

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711

loved Franklin County, his friends, his family, but most of all his Lord, whom
he served well.”

Other award winners at the 2024 Partnership Awards Ceremony included:

--Beautification Award: Phil Campbell, Faelynn's Place, Red Bay, Happy
Hollow Outdoors, Russellville, Good Shepherd Catholic Church, Franklin
County at-large, Bear Creek Collaborative.

--Business of the Year: Happy Hollow Outdoors.

--'Sprout' Business of the Year: Farmhouse Table Cafe.

--Franklin County's Best Kept Secret Award: Northwest-Shoals
Community

College.

--Distinguished
Service Award:
Phil Campbell,
Virginia Burks, '
Red Bay, Scottie
Belue, Russellville,
Joel Davis.

--Volunteer of the
Year: Andy
Marbutt.

--Roger Bedford
Unsung Hero
Award: Andy
Gault.

--Excellence in
Industrial Growth
Award: _Claylon KARL RAGAN 256.332.9064
Russellville.

T IYEY Trimming * Topping * Removal

S t  Award: - -
rNGlbe Bucket Work « Stump Grinding
Center.

--Industry of the Year: Pilgrim's.
--Educator of the Year: Franklin County Schools, Kamri Fleming.
Russellville City Schools, Tanya Cleveland.

ror™

turbotax

Bedford, Rogers, Bowling & McReynolds, P.C.

256-332-2880

SCAN THE QR CODE, EMAIL
TURBOTAXINTAKER2GMAIL.COM
OR CALL US FOR MORE
INFORMATION

*No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of
legal services performed by other lawyers. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be
based solely upon advertisements.
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to improve these programs for years to come.

RepU inCQ n Primar)’ RU n nOI:I: Elecﬁon “Kamri does a great job with her students. She is a great teacher with

. a bright fqture,” said Franklin County Superintendent of Education
Franklin County, Alabama P Greg Hamilton.
April 16, 2024 M/,

“Her work in putting together the special need games for Franklin
lls County students is one example. I'm happy to see Kamri honored,” he

added.
For Tanya Cleveland, a teacher at Russellville Elementary School,
there's nothing 'cookie cutter' about education, as she works each day

to tailor her teaching style to meet the unique needs of each student.

Her peers describe Cleveland's teaching methods as 'innovative and
creative,' where her students are engaged and inspired to learn. She's
spent many hours providing additional support for students who are
struggling academically.

REPUBLICAN PRIMARY RUN-OFF ELECTION

OFFICIAL BALLOT FRANKLIN COUNTY, ALABAMA “She's amazing and very c‘!eserving of this award,” said RCS
R APRIL 16, 2024 Superintendent Heath Grimes. “Ms. Cleveland is a great teacher and I,
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE VOTER Perr:‘ellc’?w teachers and Russellville City Schools are extremely proud

or her.
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{Vole for One)
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BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES ¢« PETS * APPLIANCES * HELP WANTED « SERVICES « APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE
LOOKING

FOR
Wanting To
Buy a used
push lawn-
mower. Must
be in good,
working \.
Have
House for Sale aueast
Brookewood Subdivision in
Russellville. fewer reasons
to worry
3BR/2BA
Stay current
Become a n ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF on cov' D; Flu
petweengam. -spm. tor | ADULT [ 1SS0V
more information. o ¢ ¢
F ST E R 1-800-458-7214 il

condition. CA R E dhr.alabama.gov/AFC

Please call
256-412-2016. Provider “Love Never Ages”

Testing the waters: Russellville Parks and Rec Dept. to
host Pickieball introductory class

A Visit alabamaunites.com
to locate a vaccine

John Pilati gram, and balls and racquets will be provided,” Flanagan said.
Franklin Free Press “We're just trying to get some things started here for Russellville for adults,
and really for everyone. We're constantly working to build and grow the
Quick...What's the fastest-growing sport in America? Parks and Recreation Department,” he added.

Cornhole? Nope. Ultimate Frisbee? Fun, but nope again. Lawn Darts? Is
that even a sport?

It's pickleball, by leaps and bounds. And the Russellville Parks and
Recreation Department wants to make it easy for you to learn about the n IT H '
sport. i

That's why RPRD is hosting a Introduction to Pickleball class on Sunday,

May 5th. - NOWSSEEINGIPATIENTS
According to www.dogonews.com, there are more than 36.5 million

Americans who played pickleball at least once last year. L | Q Y
Pickleball is a hybrid of tennis and badminton with a dose of ping pong. e H\ [\LbbLLL\ H‘LL U\ LM‘ HIU\b ]

The class is free, but spots are limited. And you don't need any equipment.
It will all be provided. The class will be led by Joseph Murray. To sign up for
the class, call Murray at 256-436-8382.

Murray is Vice-President of the Shoals Pickleball Club, a non-profit organi-
zation founded last year to promote and introduce pickleball to the commu-
nity.

Russellville Parks and Recreation Department Director Donnie Flanagan
said he was attending a regional meeting of Parks and Recreation Directors
recently in Muscle Shoals. He noticed the steady stream of people coming in
and out and soon learned they were pickleball players.

“Their parking lot was full and | started asking some questions,” Flanagan
said. “They have folks playing pickleball all day long. So we started looking
into it and we've had a few people reach out to us saying they'd like to play
in Russellville.”

Two pickleball courts have already been taped off on the basketball floor at
the Russellville Recreation Center, Flanagan said. If the sport takes off in
Russellville, he said they're looking at the tennis courts behind Russellville
High School as a possible location for pickleball.

There are at least three locations in Florence with pickleball courts, includ-
ing Veterans Park, Royal Avenue Tennis Complex and the Broadway
Recreation Center.

“We'll see the response with the class. We're testing the waters. We've got
two courts already taped off and we'll put up the nets the morning of the pro-

le
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Sizzling hot Golden Tiger
hasehall team sweeps
three weekend games

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville High School varsity baseball
team had a big weekend in Arab, knocking off two
ranked opponents and a playoff quarterfinalist from
last season to extend its winning streak to 11
games.

The Golden Tigers, ranked No. 4 in the latest
Alabama Sports Writers Association poll, are now
19-7 on the season.

Russellville started its weekend on Friday with a
doubleheader against Sparkman and Piedmont.
The Golden Tigers defeated the Senators, ranked
No. 10 in class 7A, 10-7 before downing the
Bulldogs, Class 3A's top ranked team, 7-5.
Russellville followed it up on Saturday with a 6-4
victory over Arab.

“l think this is the most proud I've ever been of
this group of guys,” Russellville head coach Jess
Smith said. “We definitely had our hands full this
weekend in the three-game set...and our guys
fought every inning of all three games, and that’s
what makes me proudest.”

Against Sparkman, Russellville produced solo
runs in the second and third innings before pulling
away with a six-run fifth inning. Half of the Golden
Tigers’ 12 hits came in the sixth—five singles after
a double by Cayden Johns to lead off the inning.

However, it didn’t take long for an opposing
response. The Senators answered with seven runs
in the bottom half of the inning to quickly slash
Russellville’s lead to one run, 8-7.

“We took our foot off the gas, and when you're
playing a really good time like Sparkman and you

See, ‘BASEBALL,’ Page 13
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Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The East Franklin Junior High School baseball team
captured the Franklin County Tournament title with
wins over Tharptown and Phil Campbell on Saturday, 4 e
besting the Wildcats 8-1 before walking it off against

Phil Campbell for the county crown.
“Those kids deserved it,”
David Ward said. “They worked hard all year.”

The Rebels, who outscored Tharptown 22-3 in two
wins earlier in the week, emphatically dispatched the™
Wildcats, allowing just two hits in their first game of the . *
tournament. Issac Duboise got the start on the mound|
for the Rebels and struck out eight of the nine batters® ==
he faced in his three innings of work. Miles Duborse_____u..awc«

came in in relief to finish out the last two innings.

“You know we've had great pitching all year and we®
had some great pitching on Saturday,” Ward said
“Isaac Duboise started for us and he did what he nor-|

mally does.”

East Franklin, led by a three-RBI performance fromE‘
Eli Baker, scored in all but the final inning of the game.!
The Rebels opened the scoring with an RBI single by

East Franklin head coach

A
Lyl
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Baker in the first, and then a Tharptown error and a sin-
gle by Miles Duboise scored B.B. Garrison and Jonah Stancil to make it 3-0. Half of East Franklin’s
eight runs came in the third inning. A single by Kye Baker and a double by Isaac Duboise got the

See, ‘EAST FRANKLIN, page 14

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville High School varsity outdoor
track and field teams are halfway through the
spring schedule and have just three meets left
before the qualifying season is over.

The Golden Tigers have competed in three var-
sity meets thus far, including one home meet, the
Chucky Mullins Classic, held on Feb. 27. The
Chucky Mullins Classic was Russellville’s opening
meet of the season and saw the boys team take
first place out of a field of 10 with 164 points, while
the girls team placed second with 92 points.

Some of the top performances from the
Russellville-hosted meet included a first-place fin-
ish by junior EJ King in the high jump, first- and
second-place finishes by Matthew James and Tait
Barnes in the shot put, and earning silver in the
boys’ long jump was Cash Crumpton.

On the girls’ side, Russellville’s Lourdes Ellis
and Aleah Bonman took second and third place,
respectively, in the shot put event and Ari

Willingham finished second in the 400-meter
race. Cesar Felipe, a seventh grader, cruised to
first place in the boys’ 3200-meter race with a
time of 12:27.56, nearly setting a new school
record.

Since the Chucky Mullins Classic, the Golden
Tigers have competed at two other meets, one
hosted by Muscle Shoals and the other hosted by
Florence. Russellvile head coach Chris
Boatwright said he was pleased with how his
teams performed.

At the Muscle Shoals Invitational on March 7,
the Russellville girls’ team placed fourth out of 15
and the boys’ team took sixth place in a field of 17
teams. Those team finishes, Boatwright said, sig-
nify just how far the program has come over the
last year.

“Last year, | don’t think we even had enough
athletes competing in events to even get points,”
he said. “I chose to do the Muscle Shoals meet to
face other athletes at Muscle Shoals and
Florence, you know, because when we go to the
sectional meet we’re only going to compete

See, ‘TRACK,’ Page 12
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against 5A teams.”

“If we go into some of these better meets and compete, that shows me that our kids
are buying in,” he added. “For both our teams to finish in the top 10 at Muscle Shoals,
| have to admit that | had a smile on my face after that.”

The Golden Tigers took a handful of top three finishes out of the meet, including a trio
of gold medals. Peyton Parrish and Isabela Pedro had third-place finishes in the girls’
1600-meter and 3200-meter races, respectively. In field events, Bonman grabbed sec-
ond in the discus throw and senior Avery Watts was top of the podium in the girls’ high
jump with a mark of 1.42 meters. King came in first in the boys’ high jump and Hunter
Kastberg was first in the boys’ pole vault.

In Russellville’s last meet, the Florence-hosted Battle of the Tennessee Valley meet,
the Golden Tigers were 10th out of 20 teams in the boys standings and 15th out of 23
in the girls standings. Boatwright said the Florence meet, like the Muscle Shoals
Invitational, was not about winning the meet or
every event but an opportunity for his athletes
to compete against some of the best and see
how they fared.

“l had a conversation with my kids to say, you
know, we’re running against the clock and we're
jumping against the bar. We’re not trying to out-
run Muscle Shoals or outrun Athens, we're try-
ing to outrun Russellville,” he said. “This was
more so to see that heavy-hitting competition
and see where we stacked up against them.”

In a very crowded field of competitors,
Russellville had a few top five performances. In
the girls’ long jump event, Keira Cruse finished
fourth with a jump of 4.78 meters and Crumpton
placed fifth at 6.10 meters in the boys’ long
jump. Russellville’s top performance at thef
meet belonged to King, who grabbed gold in the
boys’ high jump with a 1.93 meter (or 6’4”) jump, )
a personal record. COURTESY PHOTO

One cool moment, Boatwrlght said, WS pyery Watts and EJ King with their gold

watching King jump in front of former
Russellville track and field athlete Micah™edals earned in the high jump at the

McCulloch, who was an official judge for the Muscle Shoals meet.

high jump at the Florence meet. McCulloch holds the school records for the boys’ high
jump, long jump, and triple jump, setting all three back in 2009. Records like
McCulloch’s are used by Boatwright to help motivate the team.

"Just in these last couple years—last year as an assistant, this year as head coach—
I've had five school records set,” he said, specifically citing the new boys’ 3200-meter
record set by Pascual Felipe and the boys’ 4x800-meter relay record broken this year.
“I really hold that up to them to let them know that some of these records have been
held since the early 2000s and haven’t been broken in 15 years and all of sudden
they're starting to make a push to break them. | really try to use that to pump them up
and say, ‘Hey, you can do it. It's right there in front of you and you’ve just got to go get
it.’

“Cash Crumpton is our junior long jumper that has a PR of 21'3” this season. He says
his goal is to jump 22’ by the state meet. Now that he has seen the record he says he
wants to try and get that 23’ to grab the school record,” Boatwright added. “EJ King is
our high jumper that is closing on the school record in that category. He plans to try and
get the record before he graduates.”

While motivating the team he has now, Boatwright, going forward, is also trying to
increase it. King, Watts, and Parrish represent just a few current team members that are
of the type of athlete Boatwright is wanting to attract to track and field: the ones that are
already excelling in another sport. King is an all-state basketball player. Watts played on
both the girls’ basketball and volleyball teams. Parrish is a standout girls’ tennis player
who recently signed to play at North Alabama.

Even if a student-athlete is already participating in a spring sport, Boatwright said he’s
flexible. Anyone who wants to give track and field a shot should have an opportunity to
be involved without sacrificing the sport they enjoy best, he said.

“This year I've made it very accessible for my dual athletes. I've got several playing
tennis, several playing soccer and softball that are also competing in track,” he said.
“We really want it to be where our kids don’t have to pick and choose which sport they
play.’

“I'm willing to be that middle man, | guess you could say, who will say, “You go play
your sport first and you come do track when you're able to,” he added. ‘| think that’s
freed up a lot of them and why I've got so many—I think I've got 11 dual athletes—and
they’re playing two great sports.”

Parrish was one spring athlete that Boatwright cited. Suffering from an injury that kept
her from competing in tennis matches, Parrish would still be able to run in track events.

“She came out and said, ‘Coach, | don’t have a match. Can | go run at Muscle
Shoals?’ and | said absolutely. She goes to Muscle Shoals and finishes third in her
event,” Boatwright said. “Now she’s coming off her shoulder injury and won't be at (the
next meet) because she’s going to be playing tennis that day.”

“What I'm trying to do is allow these girls and guys to see that this can be a dual spring
sport, you just have to be willing to put in the work,” he added.

Russellville has three more regular season meets left and is hosting its next two, the
RVL Invitational on April 1 and the Golden Tiger Invitational on April 15. Most people
don’t know, Boatwright said, that track and field has its own home field advantages, just
like many other sports. The Golden Tigers should seize those opportunities while they
have the chance, he said.

“There’s a difference in jumping in different pits...and even the track surfaces may be
a little different from where we go to meets,” he said. “With us being at home these next
two meets, I've challenged them that if they want to go to sectionals, if they want to
make a state qualifier, now’s your chance.”

“I've really challenged our kids to step up and | really want us to finish in first place,
both boys and girls, because we really do have the athletes to do it,” Boatwright added.
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take your foot off the gas, things are going to happen and we saw that,” Smith
said. “I think our guys learned, more than anything, no matter who the opponent
is you have to stay locked in on winning every single pitch.”

The Golden Tigers received the message loud and clear, adding two premium
insurance runs in the seventh thanks to an RBI walk by Brayden Entrekin and
an RBI groundout that scored Elliott Green. Two errors to start the bottom half
of the inning put Russellville’s lead, once again, in danger, but two strikeouts by
Entrekin and a heads up play to catch a Sparkman base runner stealing got the
Golden Tigers out of trouble and sealed the victory.

“'m glad we got to experience that, and I'm glad that it didn’t come at the
expense of a loss that our guys had to experience it,” Smith said. “I think it says
a lot about our team that when all the momentum was in Sparkman’s favor, we
were still able to respond there in the seventh inning, get two runs, and extend
the lead.”

“It wasn’t enjoyable from the coaching staff’s point-of-view, but looking in the
rear view, so to speak, I'm really glad that our team got to experience that and
learn from it,” he added.

Offensively against Sparkman, designated hitter Neyland Baker led the team
with three RBI while senior second baseman Daniel Askew and left fielder Elliott
Green both had three hits. All three players received praise from Smith, but for
Askew and Green not all of it was just for their performances over the weekend.

Askew, a mainstay at second base for the Golden Tigers, has batted leadoff
in most of Russellville’s games this season, a spot in the lineup typically
reserved for the batters with a high on-base percentage. For Askew, that leadoff
spot hasn’t always been so certain. In fact, up until this season, Askew hardly
stepped into the batter’s box at all.

“Last year in his junior season, we'd actually DH for Daniel. He played second
base for us every day, but in almost every single one of those games we’d DH
for him,” Smith said. “It speaks volumes to who Daniel is to be in that situation
his junior season and then (this year) be one of our top offensive producers all
season long—and doing it in the lead off spot, which is what’s most impressive.”

“You want your lead off guy to be your leader in quality at-bat percentage and
he’s doing that. Not only is he doing that but he’s played great defensively and,
most importantly, he’s taken a leadership role. He’s tried to lead this team and
be as consistent with his work ethic, his effort, and his energy, day in and day
out, from practice to games,” Smith added.

Green, like Askew, was lauded by Smith for his determination and effort to
improve his game. However, Green’s rise to near lock in the Russellville lineup
right now came from—well, please pardon the phrase—it came from left field.
Unlike Askew, who had a spot at second base already locked down, Green
came into the season with nothing guaranteed but a day in the dugout

“Elliott really wasn’t in the hunt for a spot as a starter preseason,” Smith said.
“And you know, in the first half of the season he was still a guy that was prima-
rily used as a courtesy runner and would just get a few at-bats here and there.”

It was in a private meeting that Green had with Smith where Green’s determi-
nation to make a real impact on the team was revealed.

“He basically said ‘I want to be here and | want to play. It's not just, | want to
be a part of the team. | want to be a contributor and what do | need to do to do
s0?,” Smith said, paraphrasing the conversation. “Coaching high school kids,
not many have the maturity to request to sit down with their head coach and
basically ask what they need to do to be a contributor versus, you know, sit
down with their head coach and ask, ‘Why am | not playing?’ He never did that
and he handled it with maturity.”

From that point forward Smith said Green’s progression, intent, and attention
to detail in practice slowly but surely earned him more opportunities in games,
and he’s taken advantage of them.

“The coaching staff and | watched him and thought it was about impossible
not to give Elliott opportunities based off what he’s done in practice, and so you
start giving him opportunities in games and all of a sudden you’ve got a guy
who’s hitting over .400 for you,” he said. “It's a special thing when something
like that occurs, not just because of the performance of Elliott, but because of
what it took to get here. | just want to make sure people know that that's who
Elliott Green is and we’re super proud of him, not only of his performance but
of who he is.”

In Russellville's second game Friday, the Golden Tigers battled Piedmont to
a 7-5 win. The Golden Tigers opened up the scoring in the third with a three-
run inning highlighted by RBI singles from Cummings and Entrekin. A sacrifice
fly by Johns scored Gunner Sappington for Russellville’s single run in the fourth
to make it 4-2. The Golden Tigers then capped their scoring with a vital three
runs in the sixth inning: another sacrifice fly, this one by Baker, made it 5-3
before an RBI single by Brodie Vandiver scored Askew and Green.

The Bulldogs knocked in two more runs belonging to starting pitcher Tripp
Cleveland in the sixth when Sappington came in in relief mid-inning to close the
game out, trimming Russellville’s lead to 7-5.

Piedmont threatened again in the bottom of the seventh with two leadoff sin-
gles, but Sappington responded, forcing a fly out, a strikeout, and a lineout to
the shortstop to end the game.

Given the short turnaround following the Sparkman game, Smith said he was
happy with how his team came out against 3A’s top-ranked team. The attitude
the Golden Tigers took into the game had Smith confident in a positive result.

“The guys played tough as nails, and it was the first time this season | felt like
when | was coaching our team that it didn’t really matter what was going to hap-

pen, that we were going to win that game,” he said. “| was extremely proud of
how we played against Piedmont but most proud of the energy and toughness
we played with.”

Russellville returned on Saturday to face hosts Arab, a fellow 5A playoff quar-
terfinal team from last season. The Golden Tigers started the game with a four-
run first inning, highlighted by a two-run homer by Baker, before the Knights
stymied the Russellville offense and tied the game up 4-4 in the fourth inning.
Starting pitcher Eli Boutwell, after surrendering three earned runs in the third,
was relieved by Baker, who pitched the next four and two-thirds innings, allow-
ing one run.

The score held for the next three innings and forced the game into extra
innings, a first for the Golden Tigers this season.

In the top of the eighth, a Baker RBI double scored Green for the go-ahead
run before a Brodie Vandiver sacrifice fly knocked in Brennon Thorpe from third
to make it 6-4. Baker, who accounted for half of Russellville’s runs against Arab,
has been a consistent player for the Golden Tigers this season, Smith said, and
deserves credit for his game against the Knights.

“Neyland is someone | feel like deserves a lot of attention for the weekend he
had,” Smith said. “His offensive production against Arab ultimately helped us
win that game. And it's not only that but he came in in relief in a really, really
tough situation and kept it 4-4.

Ty Engelthaler, who came in to pitch after Baker’s outing, got credit for the
win, striking out two batters and forcing a groundout for the final out of the
game.

“We handed (Engelthaler) the ball...with a runner already in scoring position
at third base with two outs in the bottom of the seventh inning,” Smith said. “A
young guy who hasn'’t (always) played at Russellville, who hasn’t played in a lot
of these situations before...comes in to pitch and makes an extremely athletic
play to get us out of that jam.”

“We scratched two runs across in the eighth and then Ty was able to come in
to shut that game out. It was a huge moment for him, our team, our bullpen
going forward. It gives us as a team and a coaching staff confidence that we
can put him in and get out of any situations. That's got to go miles for him and
his confidence, as well,” Smith added. “We’ve used Ty a ton out of the bullpen
this season, but we think he’s an arm to keep an eye on with us for the next two
seasons. We think he’s going to be really special.”

Heading into the weekend, before any of the games were played, Smith said
the Golden Tigers were going to treat the three-game set like the postseason.

“Like a playoff series, we’re going to have that same mentality. We're going to
treat Saturday, no matter what the results are on Friday, like we’'ve got to
bounce back and win a game three,” he said last week.

In that sense, Smith got exactly what we wanted.

“You look at the first game and we get out to a lead and take our foot off the
gas. They respond and now you’ve got a one-run game. That’s playoff baseball
to a tee. We fought like heck to see who wins that game and we did. Now we’ve
got 20 minutes to reset and play another,” Smith said. “Then we play No. 1
Piedmont, who is jumping at the bit to take you down and we know that going
in. They’re going to give us everything they’'ve got, and it was an absolute war
between us, but we came out on top.”

“We were exhausted after those two games Friday, and | don'’t like to make
excuses for our guys, but I'll even side with them after Friday night. We were
exhausted. But we've still got to turn around and play a tough team like Arab
the next morning, and | told them we were going to treat it like we split on Friday
and this was a must-win game,” he added. “Did we play as clean as we wanted
to? Absolutely not. But did we find a way to win? And, by the way, win in extras?
This team did that. And if we approach it like a game three in the playoffs, we're
jumping through the roof with joy because we found a way to win and did it in
extras.”

That toughness and mental fortitude exhibited by Russellville over the week-
end exemplified the type of resiliency that Smith has been preaching, in public
and private, his team needed to reach its full potential. Early in the season,
Smith admits, there were doubts about whether this Golden Tiger team could
do it, and the road to “get over the bar” in that regard was not easy. After this
weekend, Smith said, if there are any more naysayers doubting the ceiling of
this Russellville squad, those suspicions should be put to bed.

“This is the proudest I've been of this team, and it's probably the proudest I've
been since I've been the head coach at Russellville, just because of the tough-
ness it required. If people knew the challenges I've tasked this team...it's not
been hunky-dory and all sunshine and rainbows this season. A lot of times at
practices I'm asking for them to do more than they think they can give, and our
coaching staff has been really consistent in challenging them,” Smith said.
“Early on | think there were a lot of question marks. Could this team do some-
thing like they do this weekend? Could this team find a way to put itself in a
position like teams of the past?”

“It's just been battle after battle after war after war and our guys have stepped
up to the task every time. | almost get emotional talking about it just because of
what other people don’t see that goes into this. It's not common for high school-
aged kids to respond to the adversity like our team has,” he added. “My mes-
sage to my team and to the public after this weekend is if there are any doubts
that this team could be special, well we’'ve proved that wrong. It's just about
staying humble and playing together and really enjoying every moment going
forward.”



GENERAL NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT
CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CLERK
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:

Coordinates the payments regarding the City’s financial obli-
gations, and tracks expenditures through computer software.
Receives invoices. Sorts bills and prioritizes payments by
due dates. Identifies departments; matches invoices with
departments and items/service being purchased. Pays cell
phone bills for City-owned phones. Assigns vendor numbers.
Creates vouchers. Cuts checks. Review checks and associ-
ated information for accuracy. Presents checks and associ-
ated information for accuracy. Presents checks and support-
ive documents to the City Clerk for signatures. Operates
office equipment including computers, fax machines, tele-
phones and copiers. Maintain files, documents, and data.
Enters information into the computer. Completes assign-
ments and tasks in a timely manner. Greet customers.
Represents the City in a positive and professional manner.
Answers and directs phone calls: takes accurate messages.
Provides information and assists customers, responding to
needs and questions. Assists customers in completing
forms. Takes payments; records and invoices; writes
receipts. Makes copies of documents as requested.
QUALIFICATIONS:

Possess a High School Diploma or GED college coursework
in a related field is preferred.

Two years of work experience; computer, bookkeeping and
accounting experience are preferred.

Previous work in local government and experience working
with the general public is preferred.

Work experience paying bills for an organization is preferred.
Satisfactory credit score on background check is required.
Ability to be bonded.

Ability to become a Notary Public.

Ability to travel to attend meetings and training sessions.
THE CITY OF RUSSELLVILLE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
EMPLOYER
All qualified applicants will receive consideration without
regard to race, religion, color, national origin, sex, political
affiliation, disability, or any other non-merit factor.
Applications may be picked up at Russellville City Hall in the
Office of the Mayor, 304 N. Jackson Ave., Russellville,
Alabama. Applications must be returned no later than April
5, 2024 by U.S. Mail to:

The Russellville Civil Service Board
P. O. Box 308
Russellville, AL 35653
The average pay for this position is $35,776.00 — 55,140.80
The successful candidate will be required to successfully
complete a complete physical examination including drug
screening prior to employment.
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inning started while walks and Wildcat errors did the rest.

The Rebels’ final run of the game came in the form of an RBI ground out by Eli
Baker to score Kye Baker from third base.

“We swung the bats well and we jumped on (Tharptown) pretty good,” Ward
said. “We swung the bats well all day and ran the bases really well all day.”

In the championship game, East Franklin faced off against one of the only two
teams to beat the Rebels this season, Phil Campbell. East Franklin’s last loss
came at the hands of
the Bobcats back on
March 21 when the
two teams split in a;
doubleheader. With
that, the champi-:
onship game was
more or less the sea-
son’s rubber match
between the two
teams.

“We knew it would
be a tough game,” &8
Ward said. “(Phil g
Campbell)  brought
some kids down that &=
were pretty good,
too.”

The championship
was a back-and-forth
affair. East Franklin,
got the scoring started m
in the bottom of the
first inning when a====
wild pitch on a strike
three that would’ve ended the inning allowed Hallman and Miles Duboise to score
from third. Phil Campbell took a 2-1 lead in the top of the fourth when an error
scored Shooter Motes and Cody Sneed came in on a passed ball before the final
out was recorded.

East Franklin and Phil Campbell then proceeded to swap back-to-back three-run
half innings. The Rebels retook the lead in the bottom of the fourth thanks to three
straight walks with the bases loaded, all three runs coming with two outs.
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of the next inning
when an RBI single
by Jack Owens, a
ground out RBI by
Motes, and a sacrifice
fly by Kruz Cochran
made it 5-4, Phil
Campbell.

Down a run in the
bottom of the fifth, the
Rebels needed to
score to keep the
game alive and they
did just that, when
Kye Baker was hit by
a pitch with the bases
loaded. Level at 5-5,
the game went into
extra innings. A Phil
Campbell single and
then a walk with two
outs put the go-ahead run on second base, but Miles Duboise, who came in in
relief of Issac Duboise, got out of the jam with a ground out fielder’s choice.

“They had a chance to win, we had a chance to win, they had a chance to win—
back and forth,” Ward said.

East Franklin wasted no time in the bottom of the sixth. Eli Baker led off and
reached on a single before Eric Gutierrez came in to pinch run for him. Braylin
Hallman was next up at the plate and his one hit of the game proved to be the
most important. Hallman’s hit, a hard ground ball into right field, sent Gutierrez
running and an error by the right fielder allowed Gutierrez to come all away
around for the walk-off run.

“Eli Baker gets a big base hit and then Hallman came through and gets a base
hit behind the runner,” Ward said. “The right fielder goes to throw it in and | just
sent (Gutierrez) home to score the winning run—thank goodness.”

“I just took the chance,” Ward added.

The county tournament championship was the finale in a 2024 campaign that
saw East Franklin finish 16-2 overall. From within there were high expectations of
what the team could achieve, but the Rebels still felt they had something to prove.

“People still think we're that East Franklin team that’s not as good as everyone
else, but we want to prove that we’re the best,” East Franklin assistant coach Trey
Benford said earlier in the season.

On Saturday, the Rebels did just that.
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ATTENTION FRANKLIN COUNTY
VOTERS—AN OPEN LETTER FROM
MICHAEL EADY ENDORSING MICHEAL
MURRAY FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY
COMMISSION DISTRICT ONE:

Hello, I'm Michael Eady. I was a candidate
for the Franklin County Commission Dis-
trict One nomination in the March 5, 2024

Republican Primary.

I want to thank those of you who supported

my campaign and voted for me. Although I

came up short in the end, I'm still going to
do my part to make sure Mr. Micheal

Murray, the best man for the job, wins the
April 16th runoff.

And I’'m asking those of you who supported
me to vote for Micheal Murray, a
hard-working man of character who is our
best choice for District One Commissioner.

Please go to the polls Tuesday, April 16th
and help send the right candidate, Micheal
Murray, to represent us on the commission.

Thank You,
Michael Eady

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Michael Murray - 1850 Hwy 48 - Russellville, Alabama 35654
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