—

’.‘\ . )‘

BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES THROUGWIVE STORIES 9 FAYETTEVILLE

Kelley.Spindle

crqfting »
Ramorie

Evelleys Treasures
invites you to make
your own today.

e/\i/changew

P

I3rﬁq‘((a’ébllcmt
Fanning and her
family stand with
Lincoln County's ;
grieving hearts.

ISSUE 4 2024

A PUBLICATION Of
EXCHANGE MED



Take your Iandscape to the next level W|th our premium
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We love you and we

are so proud of you!
-Your family

Physical Therapy: Occupational Therapy:

- Balance Training/Gait Training - Stroke Rehabilitation

- Fall Prevention/Safety Training - Bathing, Dressing,

- Pain Management Grooming Retraining

- Muscle Strengthening - Adaptive Equipment Needs

< —

 QUALITY FIRST Call Us Today:
HOME CARE -438-

(:)J 931-438-9595
2310 Thornton Taylor Pkwy Ste A - Fax: 931-438-9549 - qualityfirsthc.com
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MOVING SALE SPECIALS

2024 Ram 1500 & [ 2024 Jeep

Tradesman/a- %1 Wagoneer =
CrewCab | =% | =~ '] 4x4 -
Stki#C2327 - 7 ) ) Stki#C2371

MSRP: 555,715 MSRP: 573,955
Discounts: 53,327 Discounts: 53,967
Stan's Price: 552,388 Stan's Price: 569,988

2023 Jeep Gladlator 2024 Chrysler

Pacifica
Touring L

Stk#C2383

Sport o
Crew Cab. =

Stk#C2357

MSRP: 545,540
Discounts: $1,552

MSRP: s55,230
Discounts: M,227

Stan's Price: 544,003 Stan's Price: 543,988
Call (931) 408-9662
NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned
{ijﬁw;% {Q 2 “%Et

;g ~JsganMeNabb «@g« MCNabbg.;

%@:ﬁ%@ &3 il

StanMcNabbChevy.com and StanMcNabbCDJ.com!

) -iﬁhabb

All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee. Prices subject to change & vehicle availability.

Chevrolet Buick GMC Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram

Sales: (931) 455-3451 Sales: (931) 408-9662
Service: (877) 427-5222 Service: (931) 408-9671
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Dealing With Allergies? =

CALLTHECLEAN —
AIREXPERTS =i asiion.’;

YOUR. A TTIC AND CRAWLSPACE EXPEPTS

MOISTURE CONTROL ) =

Foundation Vents / Attic Vents / Moisture Barrier
Sump Pump / Full Encapsulation / Dehumidifiers

INSULATION

Attic / Floors / Walls / Removal

Call for your FREE quote: (931) 433-2727 KIRKLAND’S
211 McDougal Rd., Fayetteville, TN « kirklandsinsulation.com INSULATION,LLC

Looking for Eiroorcigusy Craflamaaship

« Interior & Exterior Railing « Pool & Yard Fences

: a G « Driveway & Pedestrian Gates « Guard Railing
a neW p ace C \§ + Residential & Light Commercial
L4 1 N
( ) :
. \ ) %%c%outhcm

Oakview Apartments currently has: IRON WORKS®
« 2 Bedroom Apartments w/Washer-Dryer Connection 575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359
« 1 Bedroom Apartments « Spacious Energy Efficient www.southernironworks.com 931-993-9710

« Total Electric Kitchens & Energy Efficient Appliances
« Dishwasher & Washer/Dryer Hook-Ups Available
» Walk In Closet « Onsite Laundry Room
« Handicap Units When Available
o Pet Friendly « Some Restrictions Apply
1 BR Starting @ $415.00 « 2 BR Starting @ $460.00

Credit & police check required
(931)557-9410
(931) 433-7751

é\ TDD 1-800-848-0298 = Established 1947 e Egilzlt(tlcler\‘nﬁ\éeT?\I

]llst off HuntSVille Hwy. « 500 Independence Drive Serving Lincoln & the surrounding counties, including Northern Alabama.
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Lincoln
Health

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

For Your 2024 Screenings!

HH Lincoln Health is proud to offer a variety of FREE or DISCOUNTED screening and
education opportunities. Take advantage of these specials and be proactive with your
health care needs.

Screenings Offered:

(No charge) January: Thyroid Screening (TSH) August: Hemoglobin A1C Screening (No charge)
(No charge) February: Lipid Panel Test September: Prostate Blood (No charge)
(Education) March 5th: Colonoscopy Screening Screening (PSA)

(Education) April 3rd: Lunch and Learn Foot Health October: Mammograms ($90 Self Pay)
(No charge) May: Hemoglobin A1C Screening November: Low-Dose Lung Scan  ($75 Self Pay)

($130 Self Pay) June/July: Vascular Screening - ABI,
AAA, carotid

For more information and to schedule an appointment
please call: (931) 438-7426

hhlincolnhealth.org ® 106 Medical Center Blvd. Fayetteville, TN 37334




WELCOME TO GOOD NEWS

HE ECONOMIC Policy Insti-
tute reports that for every dollar

spent at a locally owned business, 68
cents of it stays in the local economy.
Compare this to 32 cents staying in a
local community when spending mon-
ey at a chain store. The University of
Florida conducted an analysis that
showed how local businesses help fight
high unemployment rates. When large
companies lay off workers, local busi-
nesses are able to provide employment
opportunities and maintain a consistent
workforce. This is critical in sustaining
our community and keeping money
flowing within it.

Our locally owned businesses have
helped our community become what it

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

The impact of
‘shop local’

Together we can ensure that
their legacies continue, our
economy is kept stable, and our
community continues to thrive.

is today. The long-standing staples in
our community have created bridges be-
tween the generations. People who were
once shoppers at a young age are now
the mature employees who always greet
you with a smile. And as new decades
come and go, their smiles never fade.
And the young shoppers they smile to
will one day be in their shoes.

We should all continue to make an
effort to support our local businesses.
Not only does it help create a stronger
economy for our town, but it also helps
preserve the memories and traditions of
generations before us. Together we can
ensure that their legacies continue, our
economy is kept stable, and our com-
munity continues to thrive. GN

sl A

Wesley Bryant,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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From our
publishing
partner

“I take great

honor in being the
Publishing Partner
Jfor Good News
Fayetteville! Good
News Fayetteville
shines light on the
people and businesses
that help make our
town exceptional. If
you are interested in
becoming a supporter
of Good News
Fayetteville, please
contact me today
with any questions
you may have.”

Faith Cashion
Publishing Partner

(931) 205-0640
faith@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think
about the magazine?

©47420
k"'lGNﬂ'

| 3*. ‘zﬁ

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us
know what you think! Follow us
and leave a review on Facebook.
Search Good News Fayetteville
or send a letter to the editor:
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com
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We want to build stronger communities
through positive, local stories. We can’t
do that without your subscriptions.
Sign up your friends and family

online for free.

goodnewsmags.com/subscribe
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Foot & Nall
Services

« Geriatric Foot Care

« Diabetic Routine Foot Care
« Footcare Products

» Home/Nursing Home Visits Available

931-625-24210 Stacy Allen Ped [
S50 I;untsvi-lle Hwy., Fayetteville Certified Master S h ac k

Mon. - Fri. 9 am. - 5 p.m, Sat. by appointment only Pedicurist Nail Bar, Beautybar & Spa

GRILLING
SEASON

LocAL PEOPLES GAS COMPANY
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

3296 Lewisburg Hwy. We are locally owned & operated...
Petersburg, TN we want your business!
931-659-6981 Phone Proudly serving Fayetteville,

931-993-9496 J.D. Haislip Lewisburg, and Surrounding Areas

NOW Is The Time TO Buy!

Mortgage Rates Are Still Great!

Come See Kelly Richardson Today!
She Will Find The Right Mortgage Solution For You!

4\ FirstNational Bank

Kellyifushardson Fayetteville 031-433-5855 Park City 931-433-9124
NMLS #992978 405 West College St., Fayetteville, TN 37334 2850 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN 37334

e www.fnbforyou.com
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CHAPTER 1 OF 3

This section of the magazine
covers local positive stories.

A Michelle Costanzo

L3 o
@522@
R e '
story on our website: %&, o ':,-31
goodnewsmags.com li-%.tg;

@ ZALT S

Submit a positive
Photography by Brooke Snyder
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GOOD LIVING

"I want to help each
agent and staff go to
another level. We want
to see one another
excel and grow as
individuals, a team,
and a family.”

- Susan Gatlin




Pulling Together
nte DIFECTION o

Success

Team Gatlin of Leading Edge Real Estate
is a picture of effective teamwork.

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Brooke Snyder

FTER MONTHS of checking out local home listings and daydreaming about a
move, you're finally ready. The real estate market seems like a maze, and the idea of
navigating it might be overwhelming, but there’s also excitement about entering a new
phase of life. Selling your home is a crucial piece of the puzzle. So, where do you start, and
how do you ensure you have the best guide to help you find the keys to your dream home?
Why not start with the power of a team of agents working together to bring you the
best possible experience?

Pulling together in the direction of success like a tandem of yoked oxen, Team Gatlin
of Leading Edge Real Estate Group (LEREG) is a picture of effective teamwork — coop-
eration, mutual support, shared goals, and the recognition that success is a collective effort.
It’s an effort that began when Susan Gatlin and Charlie Sullivan partnered in 2016 as
Charlie started his journey as a full-time real estate agent under Susan’s mentorship. From
a cramped trailer on Gatlin’s property, the duo focused their energy on the Fayetteville real
estate market as Leading Edge Real Estate agents.

Their first year set the bar for the future as Susan was the top producer for LEREG,
and Charlie received Rookie of the Year. The Fayetteville brokerage office of LEREG

GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE ISSUE 4 2024 // 15



A Diana Johnson, Trish Bouldin, Susan Gatlin, Charlie Sullivan, Libby

Team Gﬂtlin Of Jump, Heather Kirkland Johnson, and Vivian Fisher
(]
Leading Edge Real Estate

. : opened the following year with Susan as broker and
Susan Gatlin - Team Gatlin Leader/Agent leader of the newly formed Team Gatlin. She knew cul-

Charlie Sullivan - Team Gatlin Agent tivating an environment that manifested the hallmarks
of a team was at the heart of retaining agents — a culture

Vivian Fisher - Team Gatlin Agent that equally benefits the team’s clients.
'The idea of a yoked team well represents Team Gat-

Libby Jump - Team Gatlin Agent

lin’s multiplied efforts as they share responsibilities and
Susan Allen - Team Gatlin Agent challenges while providing assistance, encouragement,

Heather Kirkland Johnson — and cooperation to achieve the common goal of a suc-

Team Gatlin Agent

cessful real estate transaction.

“I want to help each agent and staff go to another
Trish Bouldin - level. We want to see one another excel and grow as in-
Marketing Rep & Community Liaison dividuals, a team, and a family. We are now focusing on
Diana Johnson - incorporating life-changing habits that help us reach the
Team Administrative Assistant next level of excellence. I know we can do this as a team
said Susan.

Team Gatlin Agent Libby Jump said, “Being part of the
team enhances my ability to help clients by offering a collec-

”

tive knowledge pool. We collaborate on client needs, share
responsibilities, and leverage diverse expertise. This ensures

16 // ISSUE 4 2024 GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE




that clients receive well-rounded assistance,
even if I'm out of town or another team mem-
ber is better suited for a particular client.”

Just as a yoke makes sure a team all
moves in the same direction, a shared vi-
sion and common objectives align the ef-
forts of team members, keeping the team
on the same focused path and promoting
unity. Susan’s faith guides her as she guides
the team.

“We've found a unique bond in prayer
and the belief that were all divinely put
together as a team. The admin team and
I have weekly prayer sessions and study
together. Our whole team meets weekly
to go over plans, life events, and training.
'These meetings help strengthen our bond
and ground us as a team. When one agent
needs help, there are five others to pick
them up,” said Susan.

Agent Susan Allen sees the full-circle
benefits of the team.

“Team Gatlin is my backbone in the
real estate game. We share insights, cover
each other’s blind spots, and celebrate wins
together. It’s a collective effort that ampli-
fies success and makes the journey more
enjoyable,” she said.

Susan’s leadership unites the team as they
focus their efforts on their collective success.

“I knew before I joined the team almost
five years ago that I would learn a lot from
Susan, but the training and support that I
have received have exceeded my expecta-
tions. What I did not expect when transi-
tioning from a solo agent was the strong
camaraderie we would foster together in
both my business and my personal life,”
said Vivian Fisher, Team Gatlin Agent.

The team’s success isn't just for their
own benefit. The vision is community wide.

“I'd like to ensure that Team Gatlin
creates and leaves a legacy for our commu-
nity. I want to create a legacy of honesty,

A Charlie Sullivan

integrity, and hard work that is recognized
when people see the words “Team Gatlin.’
Additionally, I want us to continue to be
top producers and the number one team
in Lincoln County, Southern Middle Ten-
nessee, and Alabama — a close-knit team
truly enjoying working alongside one an-
other,” said Susan, the 2021 recipient of
the prestigious Crumrine Award for char-
acter and achievement.

It’s a reasonable goal. The award-win-
ning team has consistently been LEREG’s
top-producing team from its inception
in 2016 through 2022. LEREG covers
Southern Middle Tennessee and North-
ern Alabama with over 200 agents and
many teams.

The team is serious in its pursuit of leav-
ing a community legacy work. Five of their
eight team members completed the local
Leadership Lincoln program. Two are on

GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE

the board of directors and have served as im-
mediate past president and president-elect.

The community-wide impact they seek
goes beyond accolades and awards; it focuses
on values and contributions. As they contin-
ue to navigate the real estate maze, the keys
to your dream homes are more than symbols
of successful transactions; they’re the mile-
stones of a shared journey and a legacy built
on principles that stand the test of time.

In every real estate transaction, Team
Gatlin doesn't just find the perfect property
for you; they build relationships, contribute
tocommunity development,and createaleg-
acy that proudly echoes “Team Gatlin.” GN

For more information, follow Team Gatlin
Leading Edge Real Estate on Facebook, vis-
it teamgatlin.com, or call (931) 433-4070.
Offices are located at 1423 Huntsville Hwy.,
Suites AGGB, Fayetteville.
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Budget Billing is a free service
offered by Fayetteville Public
Utilities to make it easier for
customers to budget energy
costs each month by leveling
out the bill fluctuations

that come from seasonal
changes. Contact us today to
make your monthly electric
and natural gas costs more
consistent.

FPU ENROLL IN BUDGET BILLING

to level out your monthly utility costs

408 COLLEGE ST. W, FAYETTEV

ILLE, TN |  931.433.1522

|  FPU-TN.COM

#@ag WITH US

Return to wellness with the help
of our short-term therapy services.

CALL TO SCHEDULE A PERSONAL TOUR.

Lynchburg
Nursing Center

931.759.6000
40 Nursing Home Rd.
Lynchburg, TN 37352

LynchburgNursingCenter.com

Insured

’—‘ VISA | All major
@ ey

credit cards

John Karby,

. CFP’, AAMS®

Y ] Financial Advisor

| 1231 Huntsville Hwy. Suite C
oW Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-438-3200

150044

 WE CAN DO [T ALLY

Complete Excavation Services:

Skid Steer Loader Roads & Driveways Complete Rock
- Mini Excavator Grade Work Hammer/Rock
Bulldozer & Track Hoe Pads Removal
Site Prep Ponds & Lakes
Demolition Underground Utilities

a931-625-7013

Edward Jones

| ’ Investing in and
| supporting our
communities

Lisa McKern, AAMS’
Financial Advisor
2899 Huntsville Hwy.
Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-438-2378
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20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZ™
FAMILY PACK
Regular or Buffalo

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS
FAMILY PACK

Regular

FAMOUS FINGERZ
& WINGS

BONELESS WINGS
5ct., 10ct., or 20ct.

TRADITIONAL WINGS
5¢t., 10ct., or 20ct.

CHICKEN FINGERZ™
10ct., or 20ct

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZ™
5¢ct., 10ct., or 20ct.

DESSERTS

A i
CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE
Three

e

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE
Regular: 4ct., 5c¢t., 6¢t.
Buffalo: 4ct., 5ct., 6¢t.

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS
Regular or Buffalo

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS
Regular or Buffalo

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL
Regular

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL
Regular

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL
Regular

BONELESS WINGS MEAL
Regular

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL
Regular

DRINKS

DRINK
Small, Medium or Large

GALLON OF SWEET
OR UNSWEET TEA

KIDZ® DRINK

MILK
Regular or Chocolate

APPLE JUICE

New Southern
Fried Shrimp
Meal

8 Crispy Shrimp with
Zaxtail Sauce Served with
Texas Toast, Crinkle Fries,
and Small Drink.

BIG ZALADS

e

THE HOUSE ZALAD®
Fried, Grilled, or Garden

THE COBB ZALAD®
Fried, Grilled, or Garden

SHAREABLES & SIDES

—

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES
FRIED PICKLES

CRINKLE FRIES
Regular or Large

COLESLAW - CUP
BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER
Regular or Buffalo

THE NIBBLER

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink,
and a Treat.

KIDDIE FINGER

KIDDIE CHEESE

4 Crispy Shrimp with

Zaxtail Sauce.

Add to your chicken meal
for a spin on surf & turf.

SANDWICH MEALZ

ZAXBY'S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH
Meal or Sandwich only

ZAXBY'S SIGNATURE
CLUB SANDWICH
Meal or Sandwich only

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH
Meal or Sandwich only

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH
Meal or Sandwich only

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH
Meal or Sandwich only

SAUCES

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax Sauce™,
Ranch, Honey Mustard, Wimpy™,
Tongue Torch®, Nuclear™, Hot
Honey Mustard, Sweet & Spicy,
Teriyaki, BBQ, Buffalo Garlic Blaze

931-227-4999

1511 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN
www.zaxbys.com

"Prices subject to change without notice



Beyond checks
and balances

Mary Jane Porter and her staff serve By Tina Neeley
X . ) Photography by Brooke Snyder
Lincoln County taxpayers with kindness.

A Jamie Sandlin, Mary Jane Porter, Donna Mills, Lauren Pigg, and Donna Collier
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S YOU shuffle through the day’s mail, a single

envelope erases your good mood in the blink of an

eye. The return address is enough to tell you it’s almost
time to pay your property taxes. Even worse, you seem to recall talk
of a tax increase. Can your budget handle it? Will your mortgage
payment nudge out your ability to pay for other things you really
can’t live without?

When you have these and other related questions in Lincoln
County, your first trip or call may be to Trustee Mary Jane
Porter’s office. And by the time you leave, your taxes may not have
changed, but your disposition likely will. Although Porter and her
staft are juggling the stress common to taxes and financial matters
daily, kindness and courtesy are consistently among their checks
and balances. Assisting you is their highest priority.
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One of the most impactful ways they help is by bringing
awareness to all the available tax relief programs. The staff
assists property owners in navigating the programs’ application

processes, easing any overwhelm that always comes with
completing paperwork and meeting qualifications. Since Porter
took office, the number of properties on tax relief has risen from
about 400 to over 1000 this year.

Property owners over 65 or those who are disabled or are
disabled veterans or their widows may qualify for one of the
available tax relief programs. Porter and her staft gladly assist
taxpayers with applying for the relief.

“That’s the highlight for all these ladies in here because we
want to help people,” Porter said. “Sometimes, this process may
take weeks. It might take 14 phone calls or me going to a house to
pick up something, bring it [to the office], make a copy, and take
it back. Because a lot of these people who can qualify don't have
transportation, they don't have any way to make a copy of anything.”

Age is a requirement to qualify for relief under the over-

65 program, and there are limitations based on income for
consideration. There’s no age limit for disabled taxpayers, but
there's still an income limit. Disabled veterans or their widows
may qualify regardless of age or income.

For most of us, our experience with Porter’s office relates to
property taxes, but she is responsible for much more. Time and
the pandemic have expanded her work.

“Things have changed so much in my 22 years of
governmental finances. I'm the financial institution for the
county, so every dime that comes through this county comes to
my office,” she said. “It used to be that I had four accounts, and
now I've got 21 checking accounts or CDs. COVID brought in
so much more money, and everything’s got to be set up separately.
Each governmental fund that youre given has a different set of
criteria on how it’s to be spent.”

When Porter took office in 2002, her experience at her former
job with Fayetteville City Schools eased the learning curve as the
office transitioned to computer records just before she took over.
She’s responsible for records storage, with rules requiring some
be kept for 10 years while her office must maintain others for a
lifetime. Porter and her staft work with the Clerk and Master’s
Office, where delinquent taxes are transferred for collection, the
Tax Assessor’s Office, and the City of Fayetteville.

Porter is quick to tell you she couldnt do it without the help of
her team: Donna Collier, Jamie Sandlin, Lauren Pigg, and Donna
Mills. They are committed to assisting everyone who enters their
office, often going above and beyond what’s required or expected.

With a love for finance, local politics, and a good puzzle, the
position was a natural fit for Porter, who chose to run when faced
with the reality of college tuition for four children on the horizon.

She said, “I told my children, ‘Guys, if y'all want to go to
college, you're gonna have to help me,’ and all four of our children
got out and knocked on doors.”

More than two decades later, Porter has no regrets.

“I live in a wonderful county, and I love serving the people of
Lincoln County. I feel honored that I've been chosen to do this,
and I'm thankful T can for a little longer if the people will let me,”
said Porter. GN
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A Carrie Mills and Lauren Pigg

GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE ISSUE 4 2024 // 23



RN [

AT
FAYETTEVILLE TS} ’
031-433-0006 o arcamen
Necessary

% General Service

% Routine Maintenance
% Battery Service

& Tire Service

¥ Brake Service
We Sorwice Mot Makes & Hurbey-Davidson Motrryeles

Pick-up & Delivery Available

POLARIS & HONDA
—

fayettevilleoutdoorsports.com
2908 Huntsville Hwy. Fayetteville, TN 37334

NEED ROOF REPAIR?

« Repair « Replace « New Construction « Locally Owned & Operated
o All Types Of Roofs « Owens Corning Preferred Contractor

Fully insured certificate available on request.

o ~ We'll work with insurance companies
T & L RO (0] fl ng B%-IB 421 Lincoln Ave. S, Fayetteville, TN
93] '433'73]4

"Quality Lives On After The Price Is Gone"

www.tandlroofing.com

e Make You
eel At Home

* i
Ny <
> B s
It's the It's the It's the
PEOPLE PLACE SERVICE

Residents are able to  Take advantage
choose from

fully private to semi-
private apartments
with private bath and

kitchenette.

LINCOLN MANOR

115 Medical Center Blvd., Fayetteville, TN 37334 ¢ (931) 433-5000

Lincoln Manor fosters
our residents' sense
of independence
while ensuring a
loving home-like
environment."

of our customized
pricing with services
provided by our
dedicated staff.

> S gy —

Downtown Tullah claytonsshoes.com

108 West Lincoln Street, TuIIahzma, TN (931) 455-2722

Serving the area for over 122 years with service, quality and fit.

we care about your community.
because it's our community too.

BAGLEY & BAGLEY
INSURANCE
102 College S E. Auto-Owners
Fayetteville, TN » 931-433-3933 INSURANCE

bagleyandbagley.com
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203 Main Ave. S Fayetteville, TN | 931-433-2582 | norman-furniture.com | Special Financing | Complimentary Delivery

Do you struggle with hurts, pain,
or addiction of any kind? o'c

- Are you an adult child of an alcoholic or an abuse survivor?

- Do you struggle with anxiety, co-dependency, anger or fear?
- Are you addicted to gambling, food, sex, substances or pornography? R E L A I I O N S H I P

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, non-denominational,
12 step recovery program.
CR meets every Tuesday, 5:30-8pwm.

Supper provided and childcare is available upon request. B A N K I N G

Fayetteville First UMC - 200 Elk Ave N. - (931)433-2251

FB
FirstBank

FirstBankOnline.com

S350 NonF PGS Braford 1927 Wilson Parkway, Fayetteville
bradfordappliancetn.com A P P I— I A N C E ?ﬁic 931-435-4537

We Service What We Sell!
™ MAN £
AMANA ‘& | MavTAG

Q Speed Queen %ﬁn’lpgol
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AN ANCESTRY.COM DNA KIT
MOVES MICHELLE COSTANZO
TO FAYETTEVILLE.

BY TINA NEELEY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BROOKE SNYDER
AND SUBMITTED BY MICHELLE COSTANZO

IME COULDN'T pass any slower. Hope cracked
T open a door in 1996 when an Arizona liaison located

Michelle Costanzo’s birth mother in Pennsylvania. But
when her response finally arrived, it appeared to close the door
instead of throwing it wide open. The response closed her mom’s
heart and the file that would have allowed Costanzo further
contact with her or her three biological half-sisters. Instead, she
could now complete a medical history from her mother’s side

of the family and knew the most basic information about the

¢
"v

woman who gave her life.

Costanzo’s adoptive parents, though, gave her a life and
strong foundation and never withheld from her that she
was adopted. Grateful for their love and support, Costanzo

> A
':.‘ ¢
(FY]

answered the letter and enclosed a photo of her with her oldest
and only child at the time, a son, and resigned herself to the

P
|/

likelihood of never connecting with her siblings. She also had
little hope of ever finding her biological father.
It was long before “Finding Your Roots” with Louis Gates,
Jr. was a thing and DNA test kits were offered to the public.
“In 2017, my husband, Jimmy, bought me the ancestry kit

7
®
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e

for Christmas. My youngest son and I followed the instructions
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and sent it off. We were all hoping that my half-sisters would
somehow be on the ancestry site, and that would be how we
could connect,” Michelle said.

Py

N\
24

>
b»/ ~

GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE ISSUE 4 2024 // 27




28 // ISSUE 4 2024

arn Stovall, Teod et

Deg Watt- €

Farfey Newtort and Midhelle Gtz

The results were numerous. With Michelle’s hopes dashed
on her father’s side, she expected any connection to those listed
would be through her mother.

“I started to send messages to the closest matches to see
how we could be connected, and, 1o and behold, one girl took an
interest in me, where I was located, and my story,” Michelle said.
“She messaged me something along the lines of, ‘I don’t think
we are connected via bio mom; I think this is bio dad. Let me do
some digging and asking around, and I'll be in touch.’I basically
hung it up because there was no way I would find out anything
about my bio dad!”

But there was a way. Once again, the ancestry.com test kit
provided missing links; this time, she was met with open arms
instead of a closed door. Two brothers and two sisters on her
father’s side live in Tennessee. Her father, who died in 2017, lived
in the Metro Phoenix area, 20 to 30 minutes away from her at
any given time — so close, yet worlds away.

She and her brother, Doug, spent two hours on the phone
while he filled her in on her biological dad and his children. An

Easter meet-and-greet over FaceTime with the whole family

&N
3

“YOUR FAMILY AND
FRIENDS ARE NICE,
BUT STRANGERS

ARE EXACTLY THAT

— STRANGERS. I'M
NoT SURE IE [T e
SMALL TOWN OR
JUST A TENNESSEE
THING, BUT PEOPLE
HERE ARE JUST NICE S
AND GRATER IR

-MICHELLE COSTANZO

did more than complete her family tree; it eventually drew her to
move to Fayetteville.

“My husband booked us two tickets to Nashville from
Phoenix in April 2018, and we spent an amazing weekend here
in Fayetteville meeting them for the first time. They are the most
amazing people — so accepting — and their arms were wide
open with nothing but love and acceptance,” said Michelle.

Fayetteville also watered their desert souls. Lincoln County’s
rivers, creeks, and rich green landscape were as welcoming as its
people and her new family.

She said, “Your family and friends are nice, but strangers are
exactly that — strangers. I'm not sure if it’s the small town or just
a Tennessee thing, but people here are just nice and grateful.”

Michelle and Jimmy moved to Houston in 2019, when he
took a dream job as a helicopter pilot with a large corporation.
But the pandemic arrived just after they did, leaving no margin
for his position. He went back into business in Houston as a
locksmith, his former trade in Phoenix, but they weren’t happy
there. Tired of desert life, the couple easily decided in 2021 that a

move to Fayetteville would be refreshing.
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Jimmy relocated his locksmith business here,
and it wasn't long before Revolt Locksmith took
off. Specializing in auto keys, key fobs, remotes,
safes, and commercial and residential locks, he
has two vans on the road and someone in the
office Monday through Friday.

Later, when Jimmy asked Michelle what
kind of work she'd like to do, she knew the
answer after observing the community’s
commitment to shopping locally. The post office
provided the only shipping service.

“Jimmy saw that the building at 929
Winchester Highway was for sale. He called the
number, and it turns out that the owner of that
building was good friends with my half-sister,
Farley,” said Michelle. “So, we bought the building
for the Pack and Ship. There [is] so much space
that Jimmy [has] a little lock shop and plenty of
parking inside for his locksmith van.”

Revolt Pack and Ship ofters shipping with
FedEx, UPS, and USPS. They have physical
and virtual mailboxes, notary services, faxing,
photocopying, scanning, emailing, packing and
shipping, freight services, and space for drop-oft
and pick-up with lift gate services. Michelle
hopes to add fingerprinting services soon.
Retail services are also available.

“My main goal is to be the one-stop shop
for hard-to-find gifts. I'm working on adding
more retail as time progresses. We are dabbling
in a bit of retail — candy, soaps, candles, bags,
funky socks, kitchen towels, quirky air fresheners,
magnets, boxes, moving materials, packing
materials, and more. Business is good, but
business will be great [when] more people hear
about us. We love being here for the people of
Fayetteville and Lincoln County,” she said.

With an emphasis on customer service,
Michelle believes in treating everyone as youd
like to be treated — with dignity and grace.
Greeting every customer with a smile and
handling them with patience, she repays what
she’s found in Lincoln County.

She said, “No one in this town makes you
feel like a stranger.”

Michelle found family and community here.
'The door is always open. GN

{ filp,
& ) e
qr A
i 3
», N
¢ ¢
Y\rf [ 3]
<
A ~
X -
L <
3% s
‘:\C ﬁ
— ;
L1 "
@ (4
|

Mwﬁ% C"STWLZU

ISSUE 4 2024 // 29

GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE



Th g Bes‘ewe

« Physical, Speech, Occupational
& Respiratory Therapies
« Unit Specializing in Dementia Care
« Specializing in Skilled & Long Term Care
* Nursing
+ Specialized Diets
- Activities
» Social Services
- Free Wi-Fi

ELK RIVER ==

Administrator - Lisa Veteto
4081 Thornton Taylor Pkwy. Director of Admissions - Jennifer Mitchell

Fayetteville, TN 37334 faymark@twinrivershc.com
931-433-9973 elkriverhroffayetteville.com

...as only your local funeral home can.

Providing funeral care for your family is our number one priority.
We believe the best way to serve you is by being here in the
community - for you, and with .

you. You can count on us to be
available for your family
24 hours a day, and at a
moment’s notice.

508 West College St.
Fayetteville, TN 37334

Office: 931.433.4511

Funeral Info: 931.438.2956
www.gallantfuneralhome.com

(GALIANT
RIVERVIEW

Funeral Home

MANUFACTURED HOUSING SUPERCENTER

SP22762

3606 Memorial Pkwy SW, Huntsville
256-880-8484 * mundyhomecenter.com ¢ ¥

ik ¥ > “
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| egistering with us!
»1‘ ' f Carter's Drug Store

Pharmacy With Boutique & Gift Shop
106 S. Elk Ave. - Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-433-1511

'
arter Mon-Fri 8-7 Sat 8-5 Sun 10-4
Carter’s at Stonebridge
Dl‘ ”g S t Drive Thru and Full Service Pharmacy
“Where Everybady Goes" 6 Eldad Rd. - Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-438-0760

Locally owned and operated Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30 Sat 8:30-12:30
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Fayetteville’s Most Unique
& Historic Dining Experience

11477W'. Market Street
Fayetteville, TN 37334
931-433-1173

Mon: Closed - Tues - Thurs: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm

Sat: 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm - Sun: Closed
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Find The Right Vehicle==r&

Right Here Locally! -

FAYETTEVILLE
CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

Where You’re Treated Like Family

1223 Huntsville Hwy. - (931) 532-0400
Mon. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
fayettevillechryslerjeepdodgeram.com

e FIRST COMMUNITY BANK OF TENNESSEE
Spring Event
Friday, May 3

For More Info call, Daniel McGee at (931) 580-9601 SATURDAY Y MAY 18TH
Gates Open @ 11:00 a.u. » Starts @ 1:00 p.u. S
Demolition Derby- 7 p.m. ~ 4 Sy
For More Info: SN .
Chad Cowley 931-703-6623 « Ryan Locker 931-638-6735
Little Tikes Derby- Starts @ 6:00 p.m. - Registration @ 5:30 p.m.
NEW! - Lawn Mower Derby - During Intermission of Demo Derby
For More Info: Dale Kent at 931-993-5885 « Darrell Gray 931-993-9477

Gates Open @ 11:00 a.m. « Starts @ 1:00 p.m. LIMIT TO 2 BOXES OR GARBAGE BAGS

No pets. Service animals allowed.

Q
L Dyesents May 3,4 & 5,2024
ADMISSION $10- each day,
L DAY 2024
@8 Truck & Tractor Pull
I Gates Open @ 4:00 p.m. « Pull Starts @ 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 4 9:00AM -11:00AM
NEW! - Harness Races
! Sunday, Mav 5 MAIN OFFICE PARKING LOT
NEW! - Harness Races 207 ELM STREET
FOOD TRUCKS' FOOD TRUCKS! FOOD TRUCKS! TR Y P i
No outside coolers permitted. No outside alcohol to be brought into fairgrounds. 7 = -
I—
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GOOD LIVING

A small place for a

TASTE!

IKE MOST other small towns,

Fayetteville has some of America’s

most popular fast-food restaurants
where you can get a mediocre cheeseburger
and fries. You can even get your sweet treat
fix through a drive-thru (that is, if the soft
serve machine is working). It seems like
every time I pull through a drive-thru these
days, the food prices have increased yet
again. It immediately upsets me, knowing
I could drive a little farther to Old Taft
Depot to get a burger and fries that are
beyond amazing for the price.

Taft is a small, unincorporated com-
munity in Southwestern Lincoln Coun-
ty. There’s one red light, so don’t blink,
or you might miss it. There’s a post of-
fice, a Dollar General, and a few oth-
er small businesses. However, the one
business that stands out is the Old Taft
Depot Restaurant. If you drive by af-
ter the sun goes down, it’s the brightest
place in town due to the beautiful, glow-
ing strings of lights lining the patio area.
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I have eaten at this hidden gem several
times. There’s something for everyone to en-
joy, from juicy burgers and hearty sandwich-
es to delicious plate lunches, mouthwatering
wings, and more. The made-from-scratch
desserts include fried pies, banana pudding,
and pecan pie — just to name a few. Hand-
dippedice cream is on the menu, too. Anyone
searching for a delicious breakfast can stop by
from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m. daily. Lunch is served
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Orders can be called
in for pick-up at the convenient drive-th-
ru, or you can dine inside or on the patio.

During my visit, I had the pleasure of
speaking with co-owners and sisters Lorraine
Graham and Judy Kolle. With encourage-
ment from their family, they opened the
restaurant in 2018. Lorraine and Judy have
satisfied many hearty appetites and happily
attribute their success to the skilled cooks
who work for them. Judy says if you eat at the
Old Taft Depot once, you will definitely want
to come back. I know this to be true because
I'm already planning my next visit! GN
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GOOD NEWS IS
COMING TO DINNER!

We will feature a local

food critic's thoughts as they dine
in Fayetteville. This month Michelle
Allison visited Old Taft Depot.

Michelle Allison
Michelleallison615@yahoo.com

Old Taft Depot

1104 Old Railroad Bed Rd.,, Taft







Authorized Agent for
" W of Tennessee

An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Assoriation

Medicare Advantage
coverage you
want. Right here.

Get a plan with a $0 premium
— plus extras.

Call today to learn more from
this licensed insurance broker.

Walter Phillips
Bagley and Bagley Insurance Agency
931-433-3933

walter@bagleyandbagley.com
Mon. - Thurs. 7:30 AM. - 4:30 PM. - Fri. 7:30 A.M. - 3:30 PM.

BlueAdvantage is a PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enroliment in BlueAdvantage
depends on contract renewal. BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee does not discriminate
onthe basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its health programs
and activities. ATENCION: si habla espafiol, tiene a su disposicion servicios gratuitos
de asistencia lingiiistica. Llame al 1-800-831-2583, TTY 711.

Olaadl @l g Ay sall) saclucal) cladd (Jld el jall £alll Ghaati i€ 13 1ida gala

TTY:711,1-800-831-2583 a8 Jasail

BlueCross BlueShield of Tennessee, Inc., an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross
Blue Shield Association
H7917_21AGNTAD_M (10/20)

CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS

LIFETIME METAL ROOFING, SHAKE SIDING
VINYL SIDING, WINDOWS, GARAGE DOORS

i

- - =

Over 30+ Colors Available

Financing available!
Check us out on Facebook!

£

Call today!

(931)962-8859

Clark's Home Solutions, LLC
792 David Crockett Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

e

Weekly Service -
Residential + Commercial * Industrial E 34
Roll-Off Containers : ‘E i
industil-GeneraiCeantp | (CALLTIODAY:
e —n Quality service since 1963 Our Business is P{cking Up!
931-433-6634

Ask about automatic payment
richardsonwaste@gmail.com

Visit us today! 100 Elk Avenue South, Fayetteville, TN

e ey oo 931-433-8735
Free Gift Wrap ¢ Delivery ¢ Gift Certificates Available

Shop
Fayetteville
First

Desions'f

Home Décor & More...

v
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CHAPTER 2 OF 3

This section of the magazine covers
local people or businesses you need
to know about.

A Kelley and Kyley Spindle
Photography by Brooke Snyder
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Sho
Locgl

Find your new favorite local
business in Fayetteville

HEN YOU shop locally, youre

W making a statement — and not the

makes people pick sides. You're taking a stand for

kind that causes controversy or

your neighbors. Youre spending your time and
money on people who are just like you. Our local
stores probably don’t have billionaire investors,

but they can have the most important investment

of all. It means more. It has a greater impact on
lives. And it lasts much longer than the ink on
a printed contract. You have the opportunity to
be that investor. And no, we’re not talking about

getting into a pricey business deal. We're talking
about just showing up.

When you walk into a store, and the owner
hears the ding from the bell above the door, you're
giving the gift of love. It’s a simple affirmation
of a smile and burst of joy that someone walked
into this local store, but it’s good enough to make
someone’s day.

That’s the statement and investment that can
change a life. So visit your local businesses. Your
support changes not only you and the owner but
the community as a whole. GN
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Evelleys Treasures

Crajting
Memories

Evelleys Treasures invites you to make your own today.

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Brooke Snyder

REASURES ARE something highly prized or

valued, yet not so easily defined. Our treasures

may have no value in the form they exist but
become priceless when they connect us to a dear friend or
family member. A dollar store platter displayed in a china
cabinet never fails to spark memories of Sunday dinner
around Grandma’s table. The souvenir mug from your
family’s beach trip in the ‘90s is your favorite for morning
coffee. The ivy trailing from the chipped ceramic pot on
your windowsill takes you back to an evening with friends
gathered around a studio table, laughing and painting.

Kelley Spindle understands tomorrow’s memories
often live in the treasures we make today. The hunt for
such memory-making prompted her search for a paint-
your-own pottery studio like the one she and her fam-
ily frequented when they lived in Albany, Georgia. She
found Simpler Times Ceramic Crafts. A Facebook post
said the shop was moving from Cowan to Winchester,
so Spindle called for the new address only to find out it'd
not reopened and might be closed forever.
“WEell, do you think you would want to sell the busi-

ness?” Spindle asked the sweet voice of Mrs. Mary Bled-
soe on the other end.

A Kyley Spindle
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A Kyley and Kelley Spindle

She was as surprised by the question as
Mrs. Mary, who said she didn’t know but
would talk it over with her husband, Danny,
while they were out of town.

“I left my number, and as they say, the
rest is history,” said Spindle.

Evelleys Treasures opened on July 25,
2023. The new paint-your-own ceramic
shop maintains the heart of Simpler Times
Ceramic Crafts while expanding upon the
foundation of the former store. Located
on Huntsville Highway, the shop’s name
combines parts of Spindle’s three children’s
names: Everett, Annabelle, and Kyley.
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“I say Evelleys Treasures has been in the
works for many years — at least the name
has,” she said. “It’s a name I made up with
the help of my Mom when she was alive.”

The prior owners of Simpler Times Ce-
ramic Crafts have been gracious in their
support of Evelleys Treasures.

Spindle said, “Though the store name
has changed, and there is a new owner, you
will still find what I hope is the love and
relaxation started by such a sweet family.
Mr. Danny and Mrs. Mary had a wonder-
tul shop. I'm so glad they’ve helped me start

my business and have trusted me, a com-
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plete stranger, to follow in their footsteps.”

Book a birthday party, date night, or
girls night out, and paint your own ceramic
piece while you enjoy the snacks and bever-
ages that you provide. Watch Evelleys Trea-
sures’ Facebook page for special events like
the monthly Read and Paint, where young
children enjoy storytime, light snacks, and
a themed painting project. More events are
in the works and will be announced on the
studio’s page when scheduled.

"Our motto is, 'We want you to come in
and make memories and treasures that will
last a lifetime," said Spindle.
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Like all new businesses, there are challenges,
but Spindle finds the positive in them. Getting the
word out about a new place to create your own trea-
sures takes time, especially when its owner is still
relatively new to the area.

She said, “The biggest reward is the people who
have come in. They've been wonderful and support-
ive. I love meeting new people and hearing how

6

The biggest
reward is the
people who have
come in. They've
been wonderful
and supportive.
| love meeting
new people and
hearing how
they remember
doing their own
ceramics.

- Kelley Spindle

GOOD NEWS FAYETTEVILLE

they remember doing their own ceramics.”
It’s a shared connection. Spindle’s memories of
painting ceramics with her three children led her

to this new chapter of her life,
even though she never imag-
ined owning a studio before
she called Simpler Times Ce-
ramic Crafts, hoping to book
a painting session for her and
her youngest daughter.

Coming full circle, the
Spindle family now makes
new memories, helping oth-
ers create ceramic treasures.
All three children and Spin-
dle’s husband have roles in the
business operations.

“TI couldn’t do it without
them,” she said. “We still have
alot to learn, but I love having
the space to be creative and let
other creative minds grow.”

For Spindle, the shop isn't
just a canvas for creativity; it's a
tapestry woven with memories.
Each mug holds a chipped
dream, each vase cradles a whis-
per of laughter, and each plate
reflects a shared family meal.
Spindle and her family aren’t
just selling ceramics; they’re
custodians of stories, witness to

the quiet magic that unfolds when the brushes silently
bring a piece to life as imagined by its maker. And that
is more precious than any gilded glaze. GN

Ewelleys Treasures Ceramic Paint Studio is located at
2634 Huntsville Hwy., Suite A, Fayetteville, and can
be reached at (931) 532-0713. Follow the studio on
Facebook for special announcements.
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Gallant Funeral Home

Fanuly Serving

Fam

TS A familiar but uncomfortable tradition and way

of life. Countless times, we've walked the sidewalk as

slowly as possible to the front doors of the funeral
home, mentally rehearsing our condolences or recalling
our favorite memories. It’s an uncomfortable dance with
the past and the present designed to give closure and
comfort to grieving friends and families. We know our
way to its kitchen and restrooms, and we know before the
doors open that the fragrance of lilies will be as likely as
the patterned throws and decorative wind chimes sent in
memory of the one whose time here has passed.

At one time or another, before the obituary appeared
in the local paper, we sat with family around a table in
the funeral home’s conference room. Overwhelmed by
the decisions to be made and consumed with the loss
of someone so dear and close to us, the kindness and
compassion of people like Brooke Gallant Fanning, a
third-generation funeral director at Gallant-Riverview
Funeral Home, moved our hearts.

In 1952, Brooke’s grandparents, Charlie and Lee
Gallant, began serving Lincoln County families at Gal-
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Brooke Gallant Fanning and
her family stand with Lincoln
County’s grieving hearts.

By Tina Neeley // Photography by Brooke Snyder

lant Funeral Home at 119 N. Main Ave. Their oldest son,
Brad, followed in their footsteps and owns the business
today, now located at 508 W. College St. The Gallant
family cares for your family, a message Brooke sends loud
and clear as she continues her grandmother's legacy.

“My grandmother was quite the woman and trail-
blazer. She was very small in stature but very big in
perseverance. She became a funeral director and am-
bulance driver at a time when there were very few
women pursuing such a career. She was the first fe-
male licensed ambulance driver and funeral director
in our community and served as an ambulance driver
until 1972, when the hospital took over the ambulance
service,” said Brooke.

Lee’s presence had a calming effect during difficult times.

“She brought compassion and a motherly approach
to serving families at times of grief,” Brooke said. “Of-
tentimes people are unsure of what to do after someone
dies, and she was very good to hold their hand or hug
their neck and reassure them they were doing great and
that they would make it through this difficult time.”
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Growing up, Brooke and her family lived in an apartment at
the Hazel Green branch of the funeral home, which has been
sold. Her father grew up in the residence incorporated into the
original North Main Avenue location. The needs of local resi-
dents ordered their day-to-day lives; death and grief were and are
a normal presence.

“Growing up in the funeral business made me understand the
importance of not only having funerals but also the importance
of the job of a funeral director and how that service ministers to
families who are grieving,” said Brooke.

The many tasks and work behind the scenes are tailored to
each family served. Just as no one grieves the same, no two ser-
vices are the same. Brooke and her family serve the same families
year after year and generation after generation, honored to know
they are trusted to take care of loved ones during such a time.

But the little girl who grew up playing “funeral home” with
her sisters didn't always expect to follow in the footsteps of her
dad and grandparents. Lee and Brad took over operations of the
family’s two funeral homes and its cemetery, Riverview Memorial
Gardens, after Charlie’s death in 1991. The Hazel Green location
was sold in 2003 when Lee’s health began to decline, but she con-
tinued to work in the business until her death in 2008.

When Lee’s health began to decline, Brooke felt the call to
carry on her grandmother’s legacy of serving families with com-
passion and concern. She holds a bachelor’s degree in business
and marketing from Auburn University and obtained her funeral
degree from John A. Gupton Mortuary College. Brooke is mar-
ried to John Fanning and lives in Elora on his family’s Century
Farm with their two-year-old daughter, Sloane. John, an educator,
helps at the funeral home whenever time allows.

Brooke said, “My greatest challenge is balancing motherhood and
home life, which is my very most important calling, with the demands
of my job. Funeral service is a 24/7, 365 job, and it should be. I always
take into account that while working weekends and holidays can be-
come draining, my job is to serve a family who has lost a loved one.

“And I'm very fortunate to be able to provide that service. I want
my daughter to grow up and remember that her mom was able to
help people in a way that many others can't. Funeral directing isn't
a job most people are drawn to, but it’s just a way of life for me. I've
never not known the funeral business and this way of life.”

The Gallant-Riverview Funeral Home stands as a testament
to the Gallant family’s commitment to their community. It re-
mains a place where compassion and care converge — a sanctuary
for those seeking solace during life's most challenging moments.
It’s family serving family. Serving the community since 1952, the
Gallant family remains devoted to a timeless mission of offering
comfort and understanding when it's needed most. GN

Gallant-Riverview Funeral Home is located at 508 W. College St.,
Fayetteville. For more information, visit gallantfuneralhome.com or
call (931) 433-4511.
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My grandmother
was quite the
woman and
trailblazer. She
was very small
in stature but
very big in
perseverance.

- Brooke Fanning




English Family Molasses

A Sweet
Southern
Tradition

The English family honors
“Molasses Man's” request.

By Tina Neeley // Photos provided by Crystal English

A Jimmy English

RESHLY BREWED coffee steaming in your

favorite cup patiently waits as you fill a small

plate with pats of butter. You slowly pour
sorghum syrup over them, then swirl it together until the
sweet, amber, ooey-gooey goodness is just right for your
hot buttermilk biscuit. You don't rush it; you savor it. It’s
not just something sweet to finish your breakfast; it’s an
experience. And for one area family, crafting sorghum
molasses is a seventh-generation tradition.

Every year, the English family fires up the stove un-
der the cooker and connects electricity to the presser mill
originally powered by mules. Timing is everything, from
the perfect weather (a cloudy day is not your friend) to
skimming and pouring at the right time. They've never
missed a year.

For one day in late fall, the past is alive, and life
slows down. On the Century Family Farm deeded
to William Bryson English and his wife, Sarah Jane
Kidd English, upon their marriage in 1867, William
became the family’s first-generation molasses maker.
He passed the sweet tradition to his youngest son,
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Charlie Ross English, who taught his
son, James Cullum English. The skill was
passed on from him to his son, Jimmy
Thurston English.

Jimmy Thurston “Molasses Man” En-
glish didn’t want the tradition to fade like
sepia photographs in albums of memories.
Like those before him, Molasses Man
understood the value of the relationships
and bonds formed when a family works
together, catching the juice mashed from
the sorghum cane and hovering above
the stove, faces semi-obscured by the
wisps of the cooker’s smoke. It’s a labor
of love, and he wanted his son, Buddy, to
preserve it.

But the work begins in spring when
Buddy’s son, Jedidiah, plants three or four
acres in a tall, broad-leaf plant that resem-
bles corn and isn’t to be confused with the
sugar cane used in traditional molasses.
Sorghum loves our Southern climate's hot
and dry conditions, and farmers loved the
cheaper, more accessible sweetener when it
was first introduced.

Buddy said, “Seed is readily available in
several different places. You can keep the
seed back and replant it, and co-op gets the
old-time sorghum that Granddaddy used
to plant.”

Like the seeds of tradition first planted
on the property over 150 years ago, good
things take time. Early spring rains and
summer’s sun coerce the cane out of the soil,
and when the days grow shorter and the
nights cooler, it’s time to make molasses.

The family pairs off as grinders and cook-
ers. Grinders cut the cane fresh from the field,
and its pressed juice is heated in the cooker.

“A lot of people kept the circulating
pan, but you can’t get it as thick as we do
with the stationary pan,” Buddy said. “You
have to get the skimmings off, and it’s
thicker when it comes off.”
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A Jedidiah, Bryson, Charlie, and Buddy English

'This isn’t the time when a little goes a
long way. It takes 10 gallons of juice to pro-
duce one gallon of molasses.

Buddy said, “We make 30 to 40 gallons
a year. We don't make a lot; we just do it
to keep the tradition alive. The tradition is
that the granddaddy taught the grandson
how to cook in my generation. My grand-
daddy was doing the mule while the other
men were doing the cookers.”

Today, Jedidiah carries the molasses torch,
honoring the wishes of Molasses Man, and
passing it down like Jimmy wanted.

Today, Buddy joins Jedidiah at the cook-
er as Jedidiah continues the tradition with
his children, Emree, William Bryson, Char-
lie Ross, and Jeremiah — two of whom are
named after previous generations.

“They’re learning. Theyre young, but
they’re learning,” Buddy said about the lat-
est gener