Mon., Tues, Thu., 8-5, Wed. 8-2
256.332.6073
510 Engle Dr, * Russellville
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531 St. CLAIR ST.

256.332.0255

SINGING RIVER

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Franklin County Community
Development Commission met April
5, 2024, and approved a number of
grants to local schools and non-profit
agencies.

The commission, which includes
Brad Bolton, Jeremy Campbell and
Russellville Mayor David Grissom,
meets quarterly to review grant appli-
cations. The commission is com-
prised of two appointees from
Franklin County's legislative delega-
tion and a rotating seat between the
mayors of Russellville and Red Bay.
Sen. Larry Stutts reappointed Bolton

program beneficiaries of FCCDC
gquarterly grant awards

“Quality F urnlture at Affordable Przces”

24 Month Interest Free Financing! (wac)
www.helenkfurnitureinc.com - Facehook.com/helenkfurniture

and Rep. Jamie Kiel reappointed
Campbell to another four-year term.

With the most recent grants, more
than $2.634 million has been
returned to Franklin County since the
inception of the funding. The funds
come from in lieu of tax payments
from the Tennessee Valley Authority.

Grant awards for the April 5th meet-
ing included:

--$1,250 to Vina High School for
bathroom renovation.

--$500 to Tharptown High School
for Franklin County Special Olympics
expenses.

--$250 to Red Bay High School vol-
leyball for equipment.

--$1,600 to Phil Campbell

See ‘FOOTBALL, Page 8

TVA to focus efforts on aquatic
nuisance plants

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Although they are referred to as
'nuisance plants,' invasive aquatic
plants are far more than just a nui-
sance to the health of a lake.

These invasive aquatic plants,
some of which cover the lake's sur-
face, can disrupt the ecosystem and
impact the community and recre-
ational use of the body of water.
Water quality is often degraded by
these nuisance plants which create
conditions harmful to fish, including
largemouth bass.

That's why the Tennessee Valley

| RUSSELLVILLE

Authority is committed to maintaining
public access to its reservoirs by
managing nuisance aquatic plants.

TVA is hosting an event April 25th
to update its efforts to manage nui-
sance aquatic plants on Guntersville
Reservoir. The challenge for biolo-
gists is to preserve the positive
impacts of aquatic plants while
attempting to minimize the negative
impacts on recreational use.

My Lake Guntersville is a partner
with the W.E.T. Foundation, a non-
profit organization created to pro-
mote and preserve the ecological
health of Lake Guntersville, as well
as meeting the needs of as many

See ‘TVA, Page 4

Hablamos Espanol

| 256-332-6888

13480 Hwy 43
Russellville
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“We don’t back
down to anyone, but

we will back ui!”
11833 Hwy 43 South
Russellville, AL 3566563
256.332.7279
Taking care of
your family’s

dental needs
Brett M. Bowen, DDS ;

Bowen
Family

Dentist
243 Underwood RoaI;yRussellwlle 256 332 4000

SN SERVICE”Z
—

* Mowing, Hedge
Trimming
* Pressure Washing
* 24-Hr Towing &
Roadside Assistance

256.324.0385
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YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO

We offer ground burial, mausoleum
and cremation spaces. All may be
purchased at need or pre-need to include

- the burial vault and bronze memorial.

in— Providing a peaceful, beautiful and serene
:(‘Iﬁ’j cemetery for the people of Franklin County.

Carolyn Atkins Porter
2710 Waterloo Road * 256.332.2115

$2,000 OR MORE
IN COMPENSATION

ARE YOU A

“In Memory of our loved ones...”
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works
and Franklin Memory Gardens

SUBSCRIBER?

(OR HAVE BEEN SUBSCRIBED WITHIN THE LAST TWO YEARS)

Sarah Madge Holt, age 82, of Phil
Campbell, Alabama passed away April
17, 2024. Pinkard Funeral Homes assist-
ed the family.

Bedford Rogers, Bowling & McReynolds, P.C.
Larry Hoyet Fretwell, 75, passed away

2 5 6 3 3 2 2 8 8 0 on Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Akins

;?t)aep ese tato n is made that the quality of the legal services to be perfor 1% % eate t?a themalty Funeral Home aSSisted the family.

s performed by other lawyers. The hiring of a lawyer is ammp uldn
be based solely upon advertlseme fsi

Jacob Dewayne Malone age 34 passed
away on April 17, 2024. Akins Funeral
Home assisted the family.

John Almirol, M.D.

Internal Medicine

T\ “Over 22 Years Caring
... for Franklin County.” T
\ - Mon-Thur: 8:30-5:00 HUI—I-Y PURSER' WHNP Bc
EXEEESEEe) Friday: 8:30-12:00 NOWASEEINGTPATIENRS
Medicare, Medicaid, Viva, BCBS, Humana, g H\_ltLbbLLLHLLL (MUNDAYS G THURSDAYS]

and United Healthcare insurances accepted.

Specializing in preventing, diagnosing - A UILLE (WEDNESTAYS]
and treating a wide variety of diseases 14
and health issues affecting adults.

Accepting new patients
| 256.331.1900

o N L L. <J | 9 vV -r:'/ \ Y | 'y WU S
1 Vb 111411VVQR ) Wy WAL

Next to Russellwlle Hosptl




Because YOUR

Health i1s OUR

Primary Focus!
Tabatha Sutherland

Marbutt, CRNP

« Family Practice, Primary care
 Medical Check-Ups & Consultations
* Health Screenings

256.331.2700 ¢.
15225 Hwy 43 * Suite |

.. RUSSELLVILLE
l. HOSPITAL
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Personnel moves highlight
short meeting of Russellville
City Schools BOE
John Pilati

Franklin Free Press

The Russellville City Board of Education approved 16 personnel moves at
a short meeting on April 16th.

Included among those was the resignation in supplement of Skyler
Kirchner, Russellville Middle School head baseball coach, effective May 23,
2024.

Other approved items included:

--Temporary Employment: Kaylee Smith, 21st CCLC Aide, Ansley Willis,
Park and Recreation Department Student Worker, Sofia Tiffin, Lily Cate
Pace, Lara Gunderman and Emmy Green, Park and Recreation Department
Lifeguards, Elliott Green and Brennon Thorpe, student workers at
Russellville Elementary School.

--Voluntary Transfer: Carol Fretwell, from temporary part-time position to
temporary employment to fill Caitlin Swinney's leave of absence from March
14-May 24, 2024.

--Leave of Absence: Tina Hawkins, CNP Assistant Manager at RES.

--Resignation in Position: Sarah Brock, West Elementary School teacher
and Lauren Ritter, RES teacher.

--Employment in Position: Sarah Kate Goodwin, RES teacher, Courtney
Harden, Instructional Aide at RMS and Jacob Danley, physical education
teacher at RHS.

--approval of a one-year preliminary Teacher Excellence and
Accountability for Mathematics and Science (TEAMS) Contract for Austin
Stidham.

--approval of a contract of employment with incoming Superintendent of
Education Tim Guinn. Details of the contract were not released by the board
pending Guinn's signing of the contract.

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Board of Education will be
Tuesday, May 21, at 8 a.m.

$800° to $2,200°

*According to inventory and any prior history with this dealership.

2506 Woodward Ave * Muscle Shoals
256.383.7979 « 256.710.3711




turbotax

Bedford, Rogers, Bowling & McReynolds, P.C.

256-332-2880

SCAN THE QR CODE, EMAIL
TURBOTAXINTAKERGMAIL.COM
OR CALL US FOR MORE
INFORMATION

*No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of
legal services performed by other lawyers. The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be
based solely upon advertisements.

GROCERY

FISHING
SUPPLIES
DELI
256-332-1324

@< Full Service Deli w/ Breakfast
& Lunch Plates

&< Ethanol-Free Gas

&< Hunting/Fishing Licenses

&< Fishing Supplies/ Live Bait

14545 AL 187 @
Intersection of AL 24
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recreational users as possible,
www.mylakeguntersville.com.

The organization recently purchased a CD3 watercraft cleaning sys-
tem, which is available free for boaters to clean, drain and dry their
boats to help reduce the spread of invasive plant and/or animal
species.

The CD3
is a mobile
watercraft
cleaning
unit that
helps pre-
vent boaters
from trans-{

according to its website

WATERCRAFT
L CLerNING STATION |

lakes fromE ==
the one the
boat
most recent-
ly used on. =5

The unitgs
contains a
wet/dry vacuum, air compressor, three hand tools and lighting for pub-
lic use.

TVA will soon begin herbicide treatments in its reservoirs ahead of the
2024 peak recreation season. Additionally, TVA natural resource man-
agers will be evaluating the effect of their decision to lower water levels
and expose vegetation to freezing temperatures in January 2024.

The CD3 unit is free for public use. Step-by-step instructions are
available through a free CD3 app.

From March-November 2023, TVA and its contractors treated more
than 1,400 acres, cut and harvested more than 150 acres of aquatic
plants and collected and removed more than 120,000 cubic yards of
floating eel grass from the Guntersville Reservoir, all part of TVA's
ongoing efforts to maximize recreational use on its waters while also
protecting their ecosystems.

.

GIFT CARDS
Avatlable

Licensed Massage Therapist LMT #1495

¢ Reiki Practitioner Il ——

256.332.4220

Creative Image Salon
7129 Hwy 43 * Spruce Pine

{(NCETVE):
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Roxy to host Majestic: A Tribute to
Journey on May 18th

Submitted Board members will be reaching out to local civic organizations to
explain the '$75 for 75' Challenge. Proceeds will go toward the

This is the year that the Franklin County Arts and Humanities expenses involved in the Roxy being designated as a first-run movie
Council is sponsoring monthly entertainment for the Roxy’s 75th theatre.

Anniversary that will be celebrated in September, the month that the
Roxy Theatre first officially opened its doors to the public.

Mark your calendar for Saturday, May 18 as Majestic: A Tribute to
Journey will be making its debut at the Historic Roxy Theatre. From
Nashville, Majestic: A Tribute to Journey features nationally-touring
musicians, led by founding lead vocalist, Shane Russell. The show is
performing all over the country. The show captivates the essence of
Journey with an energetic, crowd-pleasing, and anthem-quality per-
formance. Every musician is a devout Journey fan and devotes their
epic skill at recreating the passion that is Journey.

For more information visit Majestic: A Tribute to Journey's website.
Tickets are $20 and may be purchased on the Roxy Facebook page
and website or at the door on the evening of the show.

Additionally, the Arts and Humanities Council has initiated a '75 for
75' Challenge as a fundraiser to allow the Roxy to show first run

M 100 Daily 8 a.m.
o and 12 p.m.

EyeCare
Professionals

| —_—
movies.
Donors are asked to give $75 for the 75 years the Roxy has been -
opened, representing $1 per year.
A Go Fund Me account has been set up to make donations easy.
Donations in the form of a check may be mailed to the Franklin

County Arts and Humanities Council, P.O. Box 384, Russellville, Al.,
35653.

“® Comprehensive Eye Exams
for Adults & Children

“®> Contacts & Glasses

W

¢

\}

“® Eye Injuries & Emergencies

= z;‘x»‘f"i'-#

/ “® Designer & Safety Frames, Sunglasse
Mon.-Fri.
256.383.447 3 Ext. 2021

340 Cox Blvd « Sheffield, AL

“Goodness. Best sleep I've

o that means it worked. PEST CONTROL
F T 5’;’_?? ‘; C7:ICI'4 Ij Can'’t thank you enough.
You’ve got a permanent o
THERAPY.  dlentrow. P P RED ATO R
£ g PEST CONTROL

annacarolporterholisticharmony.com Disabled veteran
“The Insect Predator”

Eddie Deaton
(256) 627-1996

B0 Years Combined Experience

Holistic Harmony. AC 256.668.2830

(662) 862-5631 (662) 840-4055

Fascial Stretch Therapy helps with pain while
calming the nerves to ensure a good night’s sleep.

“Got Ready | csiruscon
tO H eal .’ i *Certified Fascial S}tlr.etch Practitioner*




Tombighee Communications is
building in Franklin County!

We are offering the fastest
internet speeds in Alabama
and superior HD phone

services at affordable prices.

Ready to sign up?

www.freedomfiber.com
205-921-6712

Phone (256) 332-8850 - Fax (256) 332-8855

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

The Franklin County Commission is accepting applications for the following position(s):

Utility Maintenance Technician, Franklin County Highway Department

Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County Commission office until 5:00 PM on
Friday, April 26, 2024.

Corrections Officer/Dispatcher, Franklin County Jail

Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County Commission office until 5:00 PM on
Friday, April 26, 2024.

Custodian/Housekeeper/Groundskeeper, Franklin County Courthouse

Applications will be accepted in the Franklin County Commission office until 5:00 PM on
Friday, April 26, 2024.

An application and job description may be picked up, faxed or emailed upon request from

the Franklin County Commission Office, located at 405 N Jackson Avenue, Monday — Friday, 8:00

AM to 5:00 PM, by calling (256) 332-8850 or applications are available at www.franklincountyal.org

Barry Moore, Chairman
FRANKLIN COUNTY COMMISSION .. o et
P.O. Box 1028 - Russellville, AL 35653 Jason Miller, District IT
Joseph Baldwin, District IIT
David Hester, District IV
Leah Mansell, Administrator

under the Careers tab.

Franklin County is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate on the basis

of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or disability in the employment or provision of services.

HE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
SUPPLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN
ALABAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF
AGE THAT REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY
ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx
TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-
243-5463) 256-389-0530 PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT
OF SENIOR
he Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and
older to help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and
schools. Volunteers will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We
have openings for several schools for the coming school year. Please call 256-
332-6800 for an application.
shaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and
human trafficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of hope’
by bridging the gap between service providers and culturally diverse com-
munities. Their 24-hour crisis line number is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more about
AshaKiran by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org. Consultations are free and confi-
dential, and available in 45 different languages.
he Senior Center of Phil Campbell is under new management.
Everyone age 60 and over are invited to come join us and be part of
the group. This is for men and women. We meet at the Phil Campbell Community
Center Monday thru Friday from 8-noon. A delicious lunch is served at 11 a.m.
Meals are $1 donation. Some come and play Rook. We also do Bingo when we
have enough people. There are several games to play or just sit and socialize with
other seniors.
astor Bro. Eric McKinney and the congregation of Crestview
Missionary Baptist Church, 24131 Hwy. 24, Russellville, invite you to
worship with them. Sunday morning Bible Study is from 10-Noon and
Sunday morning worship from 11-Noon. All are welcome to our services! Call 256-
324-0179 for more information.
Y FATHER'S HOUSE MINISTRIES, RUSSELLVILLE, AL, 104 E.
Lawrence St., Pastor Pearl Shelton, would like to invite you to our
weekly Prayer Meeting every Tuesday evening at 5:30 p.m. Come join us as we
pray together in unity and power! Anyone needing prayer please be sure to join
us! Everyone is welcome!
You are invited to sign up for a free Introduction to Pickleball class,
sponsored by the Russellville Parks and Recreation Department. The
one-day class will take place Sunday, May 5, 2024, at 4 p.m., at the Recreation
Center at 201 Ash Avenue. Spots are limited, and all equipment will be provided.
The class will be taught by Joseph Murray. Please call 256-431-8382 to sign up or
with any questions.
Bean Supper will be held at the Frankfort Community Center on
Saturday, April 27th. Serving begins around 2 p.m. Beans & ham,
corn, slaw, turnip greens, cornbread, drink and dessert for $10. FREE live music.
Bring your own lawn chair. Proceeds go to the upkeep of the Frankfort Community
Center. Hosted by Frankfort Extension Homemakers Club, a non-profit organiza-
tion.
t's that time again! Time to remove old flowers from the graves in the Mt. Pleasant
Cemetery on Highway 724 near Newburg. It is also time to make that donation for
cemetery maintenance. (Decoration Day is Father’s Day). Please mail donations to: Mt.
Pleasant Cemetery Fund, 941 Highway 87, Russellville, Al, 35653.
sborn Hill Cemetery -Decoration Day will be on May 4, 2024. The first
Saturday of May has been observed as Decoration Day for well over 100
years. Please make plans for that special day to come to the cemetery. If you would like to
donate to the Osborn Hill Cemetery Fund, please send your donations to: Osborn Hill
Cemetery Fund, c/o Mrs. Lana Duncan 2330 Colburn Mtn. Road, Tuscumbia, AL 35674
he Russellville High School Percussion Line presents Dinner With the Drumline!
This special evening includes music from the Russellville Percussion Ensemble
and a delicious dinner with 3 Birria tacos, drink and dessert. The dinner will be
Thursday, May 2nd, at 6:30 p.m., at the A.W. Todd Centre. $15 per ticket. For tickets, see a
Russellville Percussion Student or contact Scott Stephenson at
Scott.Stephenson@rcs.k12.al.us.
orthwest Regional Library is proud to announce audiobooks are now available
through our Books-By-Mail program. This program is completely free to those
that are medically homebound, live more than 10 miles from a town with a public library, or
require large print or audiobooks only. Must be a resident of Marion, Franklin, or Lamar coun-
ties. Contact us today at 205-487-2330 or visit our website at northwestregional.net to find
out more information about the program! We are accepting donations of new or gently used
CD audiobooks. Donations can be dropped off at any member library. Contact us for more
information. "
harptown High School’s varsity football team is hosting a fundraiser Pro
Wrestling event on Friday, May 3, at the high school. Front row seats are $15,
and general admission is $10. Bell time is 7 p.m. Proceeds will benefit the THS varsity foot-
ball team. Tickets are available from any THS football player, or by calling 256-410-6175.
There are also sponsorship packages available for the event, with several different levels
sponsorship to choose from. Call the number above to learn more about sponsorships.
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Pilgrim’s Is Hiring !
Be Part of Feeding America!

Production wages start at $17.25/hr up to $20/hr

(Including incentive)
Apply In person at our 2045 Hwy 44, Russellville,
or Apply online at pilgrimsusa.com!
Benefits include: Medical, Dental & Vision Insurance,
Advancement opportunities, Night Shift Premium Pay,

»j‘ 401K Retirement, Paid Holidays
_— - and Vacations.
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Shoals Primary Care
welcomes

Dr. Zaman h@x
Shah =

to the practice
in Shefhield

Board certified in Internal Medicine,
Dr. Shah is an exceptional physician and
a close family member of Dr. Syed.

He will be continuing Dr. Syed’s legacy
of excellent and compassionate patient
care with Shoals Primary Care.

Monday-Thursday 8am - 5pm
Walk-ins are Welcome

MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
MEDICARE PATIENTS WELCOME

SHOALS

PRIMARY CARE

342 Cox Boulevard
Sheffield
256-383-4473

shoalsprimarycarellc.com

Village at Oliver Place
NOW LEASING

Water included starting at:

361231-1

205.993.5005. - 1361 Pike Avenu‘e * Phil Campbell
@ TDD (Hearing impaired) 800.548.2546 &\,
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Elementary for second grade Chromebooks.

--$7,500 to Red
Bay Museum for
building walk-
ways at New
Railroad Park.

--$1,500 to the || Jj\=
Healing Place for| =

furniture pur-
chase.

--$250 to
Belgreen  High
School for
archery team
equipment.

--$1,250 to

Franklin County
Career Tech

Career ech KARLRAGAN 256.332.9064

;S%apirngvem:m Trimming ¢ Topping * Removal
- Bucket Work » Stump Grinding

expenses to facil-
ity.
--$2,500 to Belgreen High School for football program equipment.
--$800 to
Belgreen Fourth
Grade classroom
technology sup-

Pest Solutions

plies.
--$1,500 to
= Belgreen  High
A School restroom
Sl y, 7 renovation
- expenses in
[ X g snack room.
I\ o o --$800 to
/ ™ Belgreen School
: for third grade
° technology
Pest & Mosquito  |-oerce:
--$2,500 to City
con'l'rOI of Russellville for
Jam on Sloss
256_332_4008 Lake event spon-
sorship.
--$800 to

Russellville Fire Department for fire prevention materials for Pre-K and
first grade.

--$2,000 to East Franklin Junior High for playground equipment.

--$5,000 to Russellville High School for athletics program weight
equipment.

--$500 to Distinguished Young Women scholarship program sponsor-
ship.

--$6,000 transfer to the Future Economic Development Fund.

The next meeting of the FCCDC will be June 21, 2024, at 8:30 a.m.,
at the Franklin County Courthouse Annex. Grant requests for the June
21 2024, meeting must be received by a commission member before
12 p.m., June 14, 2024.

Send your guest columns, recipes, cartoon panels, letters to the
editor and other creative submissions to
franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t for-
get to visit us online at www.franklinfreepress.net!



Grant awarded to improve
Highway 79 over
Gedar Creek

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Motorists who travel County Road 75 over Cedar Creek will soon see
repairs and improvements thanks to a grant secured by Rep. Jamie
Kiel as part of 'Rebuild Alabama' funds.

Franklin County Engineer Jason Baggett said his department is work-
ing to finalize plans for the project and he expects construction to begin
by late summer.

Kiel said improving Alabama's roads, particularly those in House
District 18, has been a legislative priority of his since he first took
office.

“With so many public officials across Alabama competing for dollars
to fund their local projects, | am proud to secure approval for this
much-needed road improvement,” Kiel said. “I will continue working to
promote other important infrastructure projects throughout House
District 18 as future rounds of grants are awarded.”

Franklin County Probate Judge Barry Moore expressed his appreci-
ation to Kiel for what he described as a very beneficial road project that
will repair and update the existing culvert on 75 over Cedar Creek.

“We appreciate Rep. Kiel for getting this grant for Franklin County,
which will be beneficial for our citizens, and we thank him for all that
he does on behalf of his constituents in House District 18,” Moore said.

y's "B
Urgent Care

Walk-In visits available.
We are available to screen
and test for COVID-19.

Mon.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-3, Sun. 1-5
13150 Hwy. 43, Suite 10, Russellville

256-331-2092.

Serving your family for more than 30 years.
Family Practice, Pediatrics, Newborn Care.
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Morgan honored with
prestigious award from
Troy University

Submitted

Sarah
Morgan of
Muscle
Shoals, was
among the
students rec-
ognized for
outstanding
achieve-
ments in
academics,
leadership
and service
during Troy
University's
annual
Honors
Convocation.

Morgan received the Phi Kappa Phi Outstanding Junior.

The Honors Convocation was held on Monday, April 15, at the Troy
Campus with Troy University women's basketball head coach
Chanda Rigby serving as keynote speaker.

Morgan is a 2023 graduate of Russellville High School, where she
was Valedictorian. She is pursuing a degree in Cybersecurity at Troy,
with a minor in Data Intelligence and Leadership Development.

Rebuilding the Tradition
brick fundraiser underway
at RHS

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

Russellville High School Principal Jeremy Madden recently
announced a new fundraiser school officials are calling Rebuilding the
Tradition.

The fundraiser allows donors to purchase a personalized brick for
either $100 (4x8) or $125 (8x8). The bricks will be placed in the new
sidewalks in the former quad area near the main building.

Each brick will be personalized, so purchasers can honor a loved
one, alumnus or RHS supporter, or recognize a business, graduating
class, etc.

“The possibilities are endless for you to leave a legacy at RHS—pur-
chase one for yourself as an alumni or supporter, in honor or in mem-
ory of a loved one, or purchase one in honor of your business or grad-
uating class,” Madden said.

Bricks may be purchased in person at Russellville High School during
school hours or by visiting the LeanStream link listed on the school's
webpage, www.rcs.k12.al.us.

“I'm very excited about our brick project that will allow our past grad-
uates to be able to connect forever with RHS where they have so many
fond memories,” Madden said. “This project is going to allow us to
restore the old main building and make up-to-date learning spaces for
our current and future students.

“This will include more graphics and designs that are based on RHS
tradition, legends and heroes,” he added.



BUSINESS * LOST & FOUND * GARAGE SALES ¢« PETS * APPLIANCES » HELP WANTED + SERVICES « APPLIANCES * CLOTHING * FURNITURE

SSifieds

- uv B
256.332.0255

o Cla

YARD SALE 26 condition.
Horsepower, Please call
Yard Sale. 1,100 hours. 6  256-412-2016.
Saturday, April ft. Land Pride
27. 6am-until. Finishing
1520 3 Mile Mower. 16x6
Lane, Dual Axle
Tuscumbia, off  Trailer. MUST
Spring Valley SELL. 256-
Road. Lots of 436-4622. - - ?
name brand ‘ 7
clothing, furni-  Gas Stove free ethle Tltle PrOblem ®
ture, misc. to anyone_who W S 1 ° '
_items, e have a Solution!
ig Yard Sale. Needs gas
Fri-/zsé’ﬂ/’tz-,7 April Ival\{e ar;? Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
, cleaning. You
ick it up. Call . ’ : :
et 408 SoaAn 240y JSE:Alabama's Vehicl e 'Tt tle
Duncan Drive,
A oo LookiN Recovery Service!!
oubdivision, FOR We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars,
Wanting To Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers. Stop in, by phone or online!
FOR SALE Buy a used -
014 Koot push lawn- Free Phone Consultation
ubota mower. Mus
Tractor for be in good, Call 1-205-267-5735
sale. working WWW.JSEAL.com

Bay Tree Gouncil for the Performing Arts to perform

Submitted

Suite Surrender this week

The cast includes: Doninic Rogers, Theron Struzik, Mason Cook,
Sharon Strickland, Anna Lindsey, Holly McKinney, Austin Henderson,

The BTCPA announces its third and final production for the 2023-
2024 season, Suite Surrender, by Michael McKeever and directed by
Russellville native Anna Carol Porter.

The performance dates are April 25-27 at 7:00 PM and Sunday April
28, 2024, at 2:00 PM. Tickets are now on sale at the Weatherford
Centre in Red Bay, AL between the hours of 2:00 to 4:00 PM week-
days. You can go by to purchase your tickets, or you can call and
reserve them.

If you are interested in dinner theater it is available only for Thursday,
April 25, 2024, and must be reserved in advance. If you are interested
in bringing a group, please contact Beth Hammock at 256-668-0045.

Brandy Cook, Morgan Miller, and Brittany Faris as stage manager.
Extras include: Brittany Faris, Vickie Cook, Gary McKinney, Dot
Morrow and Eric Faris.

It's 1942, and two of Hollywood's biggest divas have descended
upon the luxurious Palm Beach Royale Hotel -- assistants, luggage,
and legendary feud with one another in tow. Everything seems to be
in order for their wartime performance...that is, until they are somehow
assigned to the same suite.

Mistaken identities, overblown egos, double entendres, and a lap
dog named Mr. Boodles round out this hilarious riot of a love note to
the classic farces of the 30s and 40s.

Send your guest columns, letters to the editor and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
Check us out online at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville High School varsity track and
field teams have made the turn and are on the
straight away, so to speak, in their 2024 campaign.
Following two home meets and a final regular meet
at Deshler, the Golden Tigers have just the section-
al meet at Scottsboro and, perhaps, a state meet in
front of them.

“I really don’t know the right word to describe just
how proud | am of this team and these kids,”
Russellville head coach Chris Boatwright said.
“They’ve been working really hard all year and real-
ly putting in a lot of time and effort and practice to
get better and better every meet.”

Russellville hosted two meets on April 1 and April
15. The RVL Invitational, held on the first of the
month, saw both girls’ and boys’ teams finish in first
place. The Golden Tiger girls ended the meet with
122 total points, while the boys topped the stand-
ings with 124 points. In all, Russellville finished with
15 medalists, including seven gold medal winners.

“I think we've been improving, as a team, in every
meet we’'ve been in this year, and in all the events,
individual events, we're getting better times and
higher jumps and longer throws,” Boatwright said.
“It was a goal of ours to finish first as a team, both
boys and girls, in our meets this year. | was really,
really proud of the kids that they were able to do
that.”

Among Russellville’s gold medalists at the RVL
Invitational were Tait Barnes, who took first in the
boys’ shot put and javelin; Hunter Kastberg, who
won the boys’ pole vault competition; Cash

See, ‘IMPROVING,’ Page 13
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Vina girls win Frankiin Gounty Track
Tournament

John Pilati
Franklin Free Press

The Vina High School girls' track and field team took home the championship in the 2024 Franklin
County Track
Tournament held at Red
Bay this week.

Coach Richie Hester'
team finished first _
among five schools, as ¢
the Lady Red Devils .
earned the most points
in 9 of the tournament's
17 events.

Those events included
the 3200 meter run, E
4x100 meter relay, 100 [
meter dash, 100 meter |
hurdles, discus, shot |
put, high jump, long
jump and triple jump.

In the 4x100 relay,
Vina's Braxtyn Quinn,
Makenzie Elrod, Layla
Hester and Lana Bell
won the event for the
Lady Red Devils.

Bell finished second in&
the 100 meter run.
Quinn placed third.

Elrod won the 100
meter hurdles. Bell finished second in the 200 meter run. Vina's Jayln Shotts placed second in the dis-
cus, with teammates Kaley Attaway placing third and Autumn Chandler fourth.

Ve ve

COURTESY PHOTO
The Vina girls’ track team celebrates its Franklin County championship.

See, ‘VINA,’ page 15

Golden Tiger hoys, girls tennis teams advance
to state tourney

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville High School varsity boys’ and girls’ tennis teams are headed back to the state tourna-
ment after both clinched Class 4A-5A Section 8 titles last Tuesday.

Both Golden Tiger teams competed in six championship matches each—four singles and two doubles
matches—and came out on top in every single one.

Russellville senior and North Alabama commit Peyton Parrish paired with Sofia Tiffin to take down sec-
ond-seeded Brooks 7-5, 6-0 in the No. 1 girls’ doubles championship. Kinsley Palmer and Lily Cate Pace
did the same in the third flight, defeating the Brooks duo 6-4, 6-1.

Parrish, Tiffin, and Palmer were also three of Russellville’s four singles champs on the girls’ side.
Seeded No. 3 in flight one, Parrish powered through to eventually topple the top seed, Deshler’'s Landen
McCalpin, 7-5, 6-0.

“Peyton Parrish, my number one, has been hurt for the majority of the year, and she’s only been back a
couple of weeks,” Russellville girls’ head coach Charlotte Dollar said. “She played through a lot of pain to
push through and help us get there and win another Section championship.”

Tiffin, in flight two, blew past the competition in her bracket, winning both the first two rounds 6-0, 6-0
before beating Brooks’ Darby Clark 6-0, 6-1 in the championship.

“Sophie Tiffin played lights out at number two. You couldn’t have played any better than her. She was
amazing,” Dollar said.

Kinsley Palmer, seeded No. 2 in her bracket, dispatched Brooks’ Anna Lee Hall 6-2, 6-0 to win her sin-
gles title, while Sarah Kate Kiel, after battling through a tiebreaker in the semifinal round, went on to win
the championship in her flight 6-3, 6-0 over Deshler’s Aleece Hollis.

“We had multiple who won in both singles and doubles championships,” Dollar said. “Everyone’s got to

See, ‘STATE,’ Page 12
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win (to win the Section title), so we’re just so proud of them for doing that.”

While praising her players, Dollar also gave credit to her other coaches who
have assisted in the success of the team.

“I need to say that Leanne Strickland is the most amazing coach. She has
helped us all these years to get to where we are. She’s a doubles specialist,
and she’s helped us so much to be successful in doubles matches. We
wouldn’t be here without her,” she said. “This year we've added Lee Taylor
Bishop, and she’s been a big asset for us, as well.”

Russellville’s boys’ team’s doubles champions were Bralynn Vincent and
Reece Carson in the No. 2 doubles championship and Malachi Duncan and
Drew Strickland in flight three. The pair of Vincent and Carson sailed through
their bracket, eventually taking the title from Deshler 6-0, 6-4. Seeded No. 2
in their bracket, Duncan and Strickland too faced Deshler in the final round,
winning in three sets 6-4, 4-6, 10-7.

Vincent and Duncan were also among the Golden Tigers’ four singles
champions in the boys’ tournament. The Tomas twins, Josue and David, were
Russellville’s other two victors. Josue Tomas faced Wilson’s Noah Hetrick in
an intense match that needed a tiebreaker to decide the winner. Josue, in the
end, came out on top winning the third set 11-9.

David Tomas also needed a tiebreaker to beat his rival in the championship
round, Deshler’s Brody Black. After dropping the opening set 2-6, David
came back to win the next two 6-3, 10-5.

Vincent, the third seed in his bracket, rolled through to a 6-0, 6-1 champi-
onship win over Wilson’s Chandler Peters. Duncan took the first set and the
tiebreaker against Freddy Franks of Wilson to round out the list of
Russellville’s champs.

“We had six people playing in the championships and we won all six,”
Phillips said. “I told the kids...if you take care of business, we’ll win.”

“We played four tiebreakers and we won them all. That’s all the kids and
their will to fight and play hard. I'm just so proud of these kids, man. | love
each and every one of them,” he added.

As predicted by both Russellville coaches, the tournament was a tight, com-
petitive affair.

“It was super close,” Dollar said of the girls’ tournament. “Deshler and
Brooks both have phenomenal teams and have been very successful this
year. Brooks has been more successful this year than they’ve been in a long
time, so we knew they would be tough. Their top three are just lights out.
They are amazing players and so we feel very blessed and lucky to have
been able to come out on top.”

On the boys’ side it was Deshler and Wilson that gave the Golden Tigers
some fits.

‘I mean, hats off to Deshler and Wilson. Out of the six championship match-
es, we played four tiebreakers,” Phillips said. “This boys section has been
great. Deshler is always going to be good. Wilson is good. They have great
coaches, they have great players, and it seems like they’re always bringing
it.”

It is the second straight year that both the Russellville boys’ and girls’ teams
have won the Section 8 tournament. Dollar and Phillips both credit their
respective seniors for the roles they have played in the success of their
teams.

“For this particular group, | have seven seniors who have been with us for a
long time, and it's amazing what they’ve been able to accomplish,” Dollar
said. “We’ve been to state together a bunch of times and we are really excit-
ed to be able to take them back for their senior year. They've earned it.”

“My three seniors in this group, | had them in ninth grade...and | asked
them if they would come out for tennis in the spring. They didn’t have a sport
and | challenged them to play tennis, and they all laughed about it at first, but
| told them they would be able to do something special if they really took a
liking to it and worked hard at it,” Phillips said. “Reese Carson, this is his sec-
ond year playing and he’s our number one seed. Bralynn Vincent, | put him at
one doubles and threw him to the wolves and he really had to battle last year
to get to where he is. And Malachi Duncan, too.”

“They believed what | said and they took it and ran with it. All | did was
mention tennis and they did the rest. It's all them, it’s all them,” he added.

All that remains for Russellville is the state tournament to be held in Mobile
April 22-26, and both Golden Tiger squads are striving to make an impressive
showing of it. Phillips, waiting to set specific goals for the tournament, said he
hopes his team can improve on a couple of top 10 finishes the last few years.
Dollar said a few of her players have the ability to make a run in Mobile, but
whatever happens she’s excited for the journey.

“I feel like a couple of my players have a really good chance of going really
deep at state. | hope one or two of them can pull off a win because it'd be
amazing to have a state championship out of this bunch. And you never
know, three or four of them could pull it off and we could have a team one,”
Dollar said. “Sometimes it’s just luck of the draw. You've got to take your
lumps with your good luck and see what happens. We're just really thrilled to
be going again. Anything that happens down there in our favor is just icing on
the cake.”
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Crumpton grabbed gold in the boys’ long jump; and Skyler Ergle was first in the boys’ 110-meter hurdles. Avery Watts was the girls’ high jump
champion, Keira Cruse won in the girls’ long jump and Ari Willingham took the gold medal in the girls’ 200-meter race.

The Golden Tigers had similar success at their Golden Tiger Invitational on April 15. The boys’ team, once again, finished first over 20 other
competing schools, tallying 122 total points. The girls’ team finished in second, behind Marion County, with 59 points.

“I was really impressed with the girls with the top two finishes in our home meets,” Boatwright said. “More than anything I've been proud of the
buy-in and their commitment. They’ve really put in the work, and it’'s paying off.”

Though the Golden Tigers had just one first-place finish in the individual events—Skyler Ergle won gold in the boys’ 110-meter hurdle—
Russellville did end the day with 14 total medalists: 10 on the boys’ team and four on the girls’ team. Junior Keira Cruse, who Boatwright praised
as one the team’s leading performers, secured silver in both the girls’ triple jump and long jump events, while Ella Copeland and Lourdes Ellis
finished second and third, respectively, in the 1600-meter run and the girls’ shot put.

On the boys’ side, Russellville’s 10 medals were won by 10 different Golden Tigers. Besides Ergle’s top finish, Mason Herring, Tait Barnes,
and Jah Williams all finished second in the triple jump, javelin throw, and 110-meter hurdles, respectively. Cash Crumpton, EJ King, Shiloh Willis,
Cade Parker, Hunter Kastberg, and Jeremy Winston took bronze in their respective events.

The final meet for the Golden Tigers before Section was a Deshler-hosted meet on April 19. There Russellville finished in second place in the
boys’ standings and fourth in the girls’ standings. In all, the Golden Tigers medaled in 13 events with the likes of Keira Cruse, Tait Barnes, and
Cash Crumpton winning multiple medals. Russellville’s best finish was by Cruse, who won the girls’ triple jump event.

Thrilled with the individual performances throughout the year, Boatwright said he was also happy with the team mentality his athletes have
taken pride in.

“In track, you know, all these events are individual events, but I've really challenged them to view it as a team sport. It's an individual sport but
a team sport at the same time. What you do as an individual has an impact on the team,” Boatwright said. “So, yeah, go out there and give it
your best shot but know that you're not just running for yourself, you’re running for your team.”

“You don’t have to win every event you’re in, but try to grab those top 10, top eight finishes and know you’re gaining team points,” he added.
“The buy-in has been incredible.”

Still, while stressing a team approach, Boatwright knows the allure of personal achievement and accolades. Over the last two years, 11 school
records have been broken. It's one tool the coach uses to motivate the athletes on his team, but, Boatwright says, he doesn’t have to do much
motivating—they’re pretty driven all on their own.

“Going into it, it wasn’t a goal of mine to have kids breaking 11 school records,” Boatwright said. “Some of these records have stood for a long
time, but I'm seeing the times and heights some of these kids are getting and I'm like, ‘You can beat this, you can break this.’ | push these kids
to try and grab these records. They’re there for the taking.”

The boys’ school records broken include the 4x800-meter, the 3200-meter race record set by Pascual Felipe, the 110-meter hurdle record
broken by Skyler Ergle, the 300-meter hurdle set by Eli Cooper, and the
boys’ pole vault record set by Hunter Kastberg. New girls’ school
records include the long jump and triple jump set by Keira Cruse, the
high jump set by Avery Watts, Lourdes Ellis breaking the shot put
record, Aleah Bonman in discus throw, and Ari Willingham setting the
100-meter record.

“I think having that goal of breaking a record, it makes kids want to be
‘ a part of it,” Boatwright added. “They’re really enthusiastic about it.

") They’re excited and always looking, driving for their next PR. I'll have a

kid who'll PR and be four seconds off (the record) and they’ll come to

me like, ‘Coach, | might not get it this year, but I'm going to get it next
year.’ | think it's something they can get excited about. To have 11
records broken so far, that’s been really cool.”

Up next for the Golden Tigers is the Section meet in Scottsboro on
April 26 and 27. As of April 15, Boatwright said, Russellville has had 23
Section qualifiers.

“You know, we’re really excited about competing at the Section meet.
There’s going to be a lot of great athletes from other schools there, but
watching our kids all year, | know we can go there and our kids can
stack up against some of the best,” Boatwright said. “With the number
of our kids competing | think we’ve got a chance to really compete as a

. team. We’'ll try to grab top eight finishes and see how many team points
FREE Local Dellvery we can get, see what happens.”
“I'm just really proud of this team and what they’ve been able to do
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this year. It's my goal to make this thing bigger and better in the future,
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and, I'll be honest, | think things can only go up for this program
because of these kids and how hard they work.”

E We love to hear from you! Please send your guest columns,
cartoon panels, letters to the editor, recipes and other creative

submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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cummings’ no-hitter sweeps toiden figers into secona rouna

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Russellville High School varsity baseball team made quick work of
Pleasant Grove in the opening round of the AHSAA playoffs Thursday night,
run-ruling the
ol Spartans 12-2 and
16-0 to advance in
the tournament.
The Golden
Tigers, ranked No.
4 in the final
Alabama  Sports
Writers Association
poll of the regular
season, dominated
Pleasant Grove in
every aspect of the
game, as the final
scores  suggest.
~ Russellville put on
a hitting clinic in the
sweep and got a
special  perform-
~ |ance on the mound
in  game  two,
~ extending the
Golden Tigers’ sea-
. ~_son for at least
% . another week. ‘I

. -
3 !E- ~ |said last week, you

 COURTESY PHOTO  Know, in the post-
season it's not real-
ly a beauty contest
but, heck, tonight we made it a beauty contest,” Russellville head coach Jess
Smith said. “I'm just really proud of this team. We’ve got another week together
and I'm excited about it.”

The Golden Tigers went to work right away in game one, putting up four runs
in the bottom of the first inning after a three up, three down top half. Two leadoff
walks put Russellville in scoring position quickly, and an error allowed senior
Daniel Askew to score the game’s first run. Back-to-back RBI singles from
Michael Scofield and Brodie Vandiver made it 3-0 and then Elliott Green scored
on a wild pitch to extend the lead before the inning came to a close. A sacrifice
bunt by Vandiver scored Brandt Cummings for Russellville’s single run in the
third before the Golden Tigers put up a massive seven-run fourth inning.
Russellville opened the at-bat with four straight singles, with hits by Askew and
senior Devin Green scratching three runners across. Cayden Johns, who got
the start on the mound for the Golden Tigers, helped himself out and took one
for the team with the bases loaded—that made it 9-2. Russellville’s final three
runs of the game came in the next at-bat when an Eli Boutwell single to left field
cleared the bases.

Ty Engelthaler relieved Johns in the top of the fifth and shut the Spartans
down with two groundouts and a strikeout to end the game. Though Russellville
finished game one with nine hits and was able to trigger the mercy rule with a
big fourth inning, Smith felt his team’s performance, overall, was lacking a little
something. “To be honest, | don’t feel like we played to the standard that we
want to play in game one,” Smith said. “| thought it was kind of a lackadaisical
approach. It's great, you know, winning in big fashion, but in postseason base-
ball it’s not really about what you do, it's how you do it.”

“My message to (the team) between games was from here on out, whoever
we play in the playoffs is a nameless and faceless opponent,” he said. “Your
focus is on you and executing to our standard in the game that we play.” The
Golden Tigers clearly got the message. Russellville put together two four-run
innings in the third and fourth before doubling the advantage with an eight-run
fifth inning. The hosts tagged the Spartans with 12 total hits in game two and,
as Smith pointed out, the timing couldn’t be better for Russellville’s bats to start
heating up again.

“Some guys that had kind of been going cold with the sticks got going again,”
Smith said. “Neyland (Baker) with two big-time doubles, Brandt (Cummings)
had two hits again...Johns had another three-hit day, and Michael (Scofield)
had a two-hit day. Some of these guys that had cooled off here recently got
back hot and that was awesome to see.”

Russellville’s bats were loud in game two, but the even bigger story was how
quiet Pleasant Groves’ were. With Brandt Cummings on the mound, the
Spartan bats weren'’t just quiet, they were mute. The senior right-hander tossed
a gem—a five-inning no-hitter in which he struck out 12 of the 16 batters he
faced. Issuing no walks, Cummings’ lone mistake was hitting a Pleasant Grove
batter to start the fifth.

“Brandt has gotten better and better on the mound for us in every one of his
most recent appearances. A lot of people don't realize, but he has had a no hit-
ter going through at least 4 innings in his last three appearances on the
mound,” Smith said. “It has certainly caught our coaching staff’s attention. He

is arguably one of our best velocity guys and has one of the better off speed
pitches on our staff with his breaking ball. He's always had the talent. What's
made him progress, in my opinion, is him learning ‘how to pitch’ and not just
throw.”

“He has done a really good job of getting ahead in the count against opposing
hitters, and even when he is behind, he does a great job of working the count
back to neutral or even in his favor. He has learned how to change speeds and
keep hitters off balance,” Smith added. “I feel like this year has been character-
ized by a lot of guys performing in different ways in big spots. Brandt has been
a top performer at the plate for us this season and has gotten better each week
defensively, and now he is piecing together his best outings on the mound at
the most important time of the year.”

Sweeping Pleasant Grove, the Golden Tigers advance to play Area 10 champ
Leeds, who knocked out No. 8 Boaz in three games. Russellville will travel to
Leeds for the series.

“Leeds is a really good program who beat a really good Boaz team, a top 10
team in 5A. In my opinion, Leeds is an extremely good baseball team, and an
extremely underrated baseball team that | don’t think has gotten the recognition
they deserve,” Smith said. “I know that they have several returning players with
playoff experience, so we know they’re going to be a challenge. Somehow we
always seem to find our way to playing Leeds in the playoffs.” “The task is tall,
but with that being said, if you’re not excited about it then your wood’s probably
a little wet. This is what you work for, for these kinds of opportunities,” he
added. Scouting Leeds to the extent possible, Smith said he and his staff have
identified some of the challenges awaiting the Golden Tigers when they take on
the Greenwave this weekend. “Leeds has two really good, tough lefties that
we’re going to see on the mound. Both are different and do different things well,
so a lot of our week will be spent preparing our guys for what they’ll see from
them,” Smith said. “They have five or more guys that can really hurt you at the
plate and a good supporting cast around them, as well, so we’ll be talking to our
pitchers, going over scouting reports, trying to familiarize them with those guys
and how we want to approach them.”

“At this time of the year there’s a lot of talk and time spent on scouting other
teams and going to games and trying to learn as much as you can about your
opponents, but, honestly, we’re really trying to motivate and challenge our guys
to execute our plan,” he added. “If you can’t execute then the scouting report
isn’t worth anything. Execution is just as important, if not more important, than
preparing for whatever the other team is doing, so we’re really challenging our

BUCKLE UP! ERecae

executing what we want
to do.” The Golden Tigers
It Could Save
Your Life! ,

have a week’'s layoff
before the series against
the Green Wave begins.
During the regular season
the Golden Tigers rarely
went more than two or
three days without playing
a game, so this week-long
wait to play the next con-
test presents a change of
pace in preparation.

“To combat not playing
earlier in the week we
scrimmage. We kind of
split up Monday and
Tuesday so they’re short-
er scrimmages and that
way we can work on
some specific things we
want to get done. But it also presents our guys with some live opportunities,”
Smith said. “Then we’ll start dialing in on a scouting report and repping what
you're going to see and creating an atmosphere at practice that will hopefully
help our guys not to be overwhelmed at someone else’s place.” “You've got to
be firing on all cylinders this time of year, so it's up to us coaches to have these
guys ready to go. We’re going to take ownership of that and I’'m going to take
ownership as the leader of this program to set the pace for that. Have no doubt,
you know these guys are all in now,” he added. This is Jess Smith’s second
postseason appearance as head coach of the Golden Tigers. One of the valu-
able lessons Smith said he learned from Russellville’'s postseason appearance
last season is to try to prepare the team for a hostile road environment. While
he said the coaching staff will do its best to ready the team for a rowdy opposing
atmosphere, Smith hopes Golden Tiger fans will travel, wherever round two is
played, in support of the team. Having friendly voices behind them, Smith said,
goes a long way. “l know I'm asking a lot, but we’d love for their help on the road
next week...” Smith said. “We would love to have the greatest fan base in the
state behind us so that (the environment is) not such an overwhelming advan-
tage for the home team.”

“We really appreciate the fans showing up for us. It really means a lot,” he
added. “I'm thankful for them coming out on a Thursday night and staying out
late with us, and we hope that we'll see them on the road with us next week.
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Homeward Bound: Belgreen to host haseball playofi
series for first time in 34 years

Kadin Pounders
Franklin Free Press

The Belgreen High School varsity baseball team advanced to the sec-
ond round of the AHSAA playoffs over the weekend and, for the first
time in decades, will have the privilege of hosting a postseason
series.

Belgreen (14-12), the Class 1A Area 14 runner-up, traveled to Pell
City on Friday and Saturday to take on Victory Christian School, the
Area 9 champion, defeating the Lions two games to one to move on
to the next round.

“For us to go into their place and win the first game, split (on Friday)
and then come back the next day and win the series, it was big for our
guys,” Belgreen head coach Nathan Vincent said. “Even with our
youth, all the youth that we have, our guys just competed. Everyone,
one through nine in the lineup, was just competing.”

Game one eventually belonged to the Bulldogs, but the contest need-
ed nine innings to decide the winner. The game was scoreless
through the first five innings, but Victory Christian went ahead 1-0 in
the bottom of sixth. This left Belgreen with just three outs to work with
in an attempt to tie the ballgame or go ahead—anything to extend the
game. The Bulldogs came through in the clutch.

Landon Cox, Belgreen’s leadoff hitter to start the seventh, reached on
an error and was moved to third on the next at-bat thanks to a single
by Ty Hamilton. A crucially laid bunt by Alex Guidry then scored Cox
from third base to tie up the game 1-1.

“We were down 1-0 after the sixth and for us to come back and tie the
ball game up—I think we had a squeeze bunt on the play to tie it up—
| think that was big for us,” Vincent said.

The Bulldogs were kept in the game due, in large part, to a stellar
pitching performance from Will King. King tossed eight and one-third
innings, allowing just two runs off five hits, and striking out seven bat-
ters.

“Will was phenomenal. He threw strikes and we made the plays
behind him,” Vincent said. “He did an excellent job. It was like last
week when we went to Hackleburg and beat Hackleburg at their
place. He went into (the Victory Christian) game like he did
Hackleburg, with the attitude that no one was going to beat him that
day.”

Belgreen won it in the ninth with three runs in the top half of the
inning. Back-to-back singles and a few free bases on errors led to
King scoring the go-ahead run. Two plays later, another error scored
Cox to make it 3-1 before Guidry, after stealing third base, was
scratched across on a groundout, making it 4-1. The Lions pulled
back a run in the bottom of the inning, but Guidry, coming in in relief,
got a strikeout and a groundout to end the game before any more
damage was done.

“Those three runs in the top of the inning were huge, and | think it
shows the resiliency of this team,” Vincent said. “Even though we’re
young, we can still compete anywhere in our lineup.”

Victory Christian evened the series with a win in game two, beating
Belgreen 10-6. The Lions scored in every inning, and the Bulldogs
were held to just three hits while committing five errors. It just didn’t
go Belgreen’s way in game two, but the defeat didn’t deter the visi-
tors, who came back for the decisive rubber match on Saturday con-
fident they could come out on top.

The Bulldogs jumped on top of the Lions early, keeping Victory
Christian off the board while scoring five runs through the first three
innings. After pushing across a solo run in the second inning—an RBI
double by Rush Berryman scored Konner Trapp—the Bulldogs put a
four-spot in their following at-bat. Ashton’s RBI single scored King to
make it 2-0, and then an error after a bunt by Mitchell scored Ashton
from third base. Guidry and Trapp scored the next two runs, making
it 5-0, thanks to a wild pitch and a passed ball.

“I think we just played good, fundamental baseball,” Vincent said. “We
did several hit-and-runs, several bunts, a few squeezes. That’s been
our identity, small ball baseball, and we stuck to it.”

Landon Cox got the start on the mound for the Bulldogs and tossed a
complete game, seven innings. He allowed four runs, two earned, off
nine hits and struck out four batters.

“‘We threw Landon Cox in game three and he threw a phenomenal
seven innings in 94 pitches, | think,” Vincent said. “A lot like (King in)
game one, he threw strikes and we made the plays behind him, just
playing fundamental baseball.”

Cox’s four runs allowed were given up in the fourth and fifth innings,
cutting Belgreen’s advantage to 5-4, but the guests were able to add
two more insurance runs—solo runs scored by Cox and Guidry in the
sixth and seventh innings made it 7-4—to close out the pivotal game
three a little more comfortably.

“They were pumped up to win, for sure, and | think they were very
excited,” Vincent said of his team’s postgame reaction.

By eliminating Victory Christian, the Bulldogs not only got the oppor-
tunity for another week of baseball but also ended one of their long
postseason droughts.

“l think it’s the first time since 1990, so 34 years since the last time
Belgreen has hosted a playoff series,” Vincent said. “I think that was
in the back of (the players’) heads. They wanted to host, they wanted
to get people to come out to Belgreen to support them and show
everyone what they’re capable of.”

Belgreen will have the luxury of home field advantage in round two,
but the team coming into town will be no pushover. Appalachian, the
top-ranked team in Class 1A according to the Alabama Sports Writers
Association poll, will be vying to send the Bulldogs out of the tourna-
ment once again. A familiar postseason nemesis for Belgreen,
Appalachian has ended Belgreen’s season the last two years, so
Vincent knows what his squad will be up against.

“They’re the No. 1 team in 1A, so they’re going to be good and they’re
well coached,” Vincent said. “Our biggest thing is we’re just going to
have to make the plays, throw strikes, and just keep being who we
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Chandler won the javelin and triple jump, and earned second place
in the shotput.Vina's Nevada Burney took home first in the high jump
and Hester won the long jump. Harleigh Ridge placed second in the
1600 meter run for Vina.

“Overall, this was definitely a team effort and you can tell that by
how we scored,” Hester said. “We had 19 participate and all of them
contributed in some form or fashion. I'm very proud of them and how
much they've improved all season.”

Phil Campbell had the top score in the 400 meter run. Red Bay
High School was the top point total in the 200 meter run, 4x400
meter relay and javelin. And Belgreen outscored the other four
schools in the 1600 meter run, 300 meter hurdles and the 800 meter
run.

Vina will next compete in the 1A Sectionals, set for April 25-26 in
Winfield. There are 13 schools set to compete in Winfield with each
hoping to qualify for the state tournament.

Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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