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appyHollownsNorthwnstAlabmnas
Outdoors, Home Goods, andAppamlrctallstom.
Established just last year by Lex and Denisha Tiffin
it has been designed as a one-stop shop and destination store
- for customers in and around the region, as well as for those
just passing through. The 2 story, 68,000 square foot store
houses a range of products from hunting, fishing, guns,and
ammo,tosportmggoods homegoods,toys,appaml,bounqm | '
items, and western wear. No matter what, there’s always ‘
someﬁmqforweryme at Happy Hollow Outdoors.
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Grogan Jewelers

BY LON

285 Cox Creek Parkway | Florence, AL 35630 | 256-764-4013 | www.groganjewelers.com

55555555



A SEARCH BAR
CAN ONLY TAKE
YOU SO FAR

An agent who's a REALTOR®can
guide you to your goals.

While apps and algorithms make looking through listings easy, you still
want a partner on your side through all the complexities of homebuying.

Agents who are REALTORS® have access to proprietary industry data

and tools, as well as the expertise you want for the biggest purchase of
your life.

o ok
Tt THAT'S
| Realtors WHO
WE

REALTOR

B REALTORS® are members of the
National Association of REALTORS®

30 Hightower Place
Florence, AL 35630

Office 256-764-8002




We want to thank our patients and friends for voting

COKER

COSMETIC & FAMILY
DENTISTRY

their FAVORITE DENTIST OFFICE

TimesDaily Readers’ Choice 2022

" Dr. Tamsie C. Coker, D.M.D., and her staff
are grateful for your support and trust.

Come see what our patients are smiling about.

General, Surgical, Cosmetic Dentistry and Facial Cosmetics.

- - .
CBOTOXQ ."’.mwsqllgn@ \Juvéd_emrm@ OBAGI

’.\ BY CERINATE

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 8-5 1845 Darby Dr., Florepce
Tues. 10-7, Thurs. 8-3 Call to schedule your appointment.

Closed Fri. 256-767-7600

www.cokerfamilydentistry.com




COOLING & HEATING, INC
chcooling.com
Service * Maintain * Replace

256-248-4886

AL #06222
AL Certification #50045

Serving the Shoals for 68 years!
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BROADWAY
- THEATRE LEAGUE -

20

2 HR 45 MIN INCLUDING INTERMISSION | RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 14+

November 22-243.202%»

SiX

THE MUSICAL

28 0

Bt

THR 20 MIN NO INTERMISSION | RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 10+

Februaryi4:9-3;2;&ﬂ?.

2 HR 5 MIN INCLUDING INTERMISSION | RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 8+

April 22-27, 2025%

T

"k

shows Clue

A NEW COMEDY

reesnang, t

21 “OASYS,INC.  *

. Season Sponsor

THR 30 MIN NO INTERMISSION | RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 13+
g ¥

January 3-5,"2025%s

BENNY ANDERSSON & BJORN ULVAEUS'

scan to

learn more

MAMMA
MIAX

THE SMASH HIT MUSICAL

BASED ON THE SONGS OF ASBA

2 HR 35 MIN INCLUDING INTERMISSION { REC’{)MMENDEO FOR AGES 10+

March 28-30; “2075%

Mz

Les
sérables

e
S

2 HR 55 MIN INCLUDING INTERMISSION | RECOMMENDED FOR AGES 12+

Broadway

Theatre
League.org ‘&

May 6-Thm2opomm

So

YOUR PLACE
THROUGH TIME
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Medical Spa

Hillary delaRosa, MD
256.710.6090
2487 Mall Road, Florence
Botox ¢ Filler « Laser Hair « Medical Ear Piercing
Spider Veins/Vessels * IPL « Morpheus 8
Facials « Chemical Peels « Permanent Makeup
Microneedling « PRP ¢ IV Therapy « Lashes

completemedicalcare

of the Shoals

2129 Helton Drive, Florence
256-367-4816

Caring for
Adult Acute, e
Chronic, and ) |

Wellness Needs Jf

Jessica Rainey, Hillary deIaRosa Micah Montgomery,
CRNP ? . CRNP



Welcome to the Shoals!

Activities in and around the Shoals have been plentiful so far this year,
and it looks like they will only get bigger and better with each passing
month!

Inside this magazine, we’ll give you a glimpse of the four cities which
comprise the Shoals: Florence in Lauderdale County, Muscle Shoals,
Sheffield and Tuscumbia in Colbert County.

Visit them all and the surrounding areas. Some have special celebrations
you can’t miss out on like the fireworks in Waterloo, Oktoberfest in St.
Florian and Sledgefest in Leighton.

The area is also a perfect place to enjoy the outdoors, whether it
be down by the river fishing or hiking the miles of trails throughout
Colbert, Lauderdale and Franklin counties. The creeks and branches of
the Tennessee River also lend themselves to great sailing, kayaking and
canoeing.

The Shoals is also known for its music and the great musicians who
have recorded right here. There are so many places and events to explore
throughout the year to soak up and enjoy. Some of the events to enjoy,
just to name a few, include the W.C. Handy Festival, the Belle Mont Celtic
Festival and Sledgefest. Then there are plenty of places to visit to soak
up the rich music history such as the Alabama Music Hall of Fame, FAME
Studios and Muscle Shoals Sound Studio.

The Shoals has a rich history and its fair share of myths and legends. Long
before the first track was recorded here, the American Indians fittingly
nicknamed the Tennessee River the “Singing River.” You’ll also find that one
of the most notorious criminals in our nation’s history paid a visit to the Photograph by Dan Busey
Shoals.

Take your time to absorb all that the Shoals has to offer. Yowll understand
why countless visitors return because just being here gets better and better.

Kevin McCarley rides along a trail east of the Cypress Creek
Bridge on April 25, 2023. More bike trails are expected to be
added at Wildwood Park after having been approved by the

We're confident you’ll agree that the Shoals should be added to your travel Florence City Council.
plans every year.

MORE:> =, kN oW

PEOPLE

Renee' Parnell Kevin Kilpatrick Wanda Kilpatrick Melanle Pickens Sue Young Jerica Franks
Associate Broker REALTOR® Associate Broker REALTOR® Associate Broker REALTOR®
ABR, GRI 256-710-1459 SRES GRI 256-366-2894 256-627-2916
256-335-4080 256-710-1471 256-627-9963

CENTURY 21 Clement Realty, Inc.

www.C21Clement.com

587731-1
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SINGING RIVER

DENTISTRY

1 6. 6.8 .8 ¢

| absolutely love Singing River Dentistry! The
entire staff is so friendly and always greets
you with a smile! They treat you like family
and are always so accommodating!
Thank you for all that you do for me!

Joe B. - Google Review




We're here for you
for all your
banking needs.

Checking Loans Savings Digital Banking

CBsS Bank

Since 1906

Member @
cbsbank.com ' 877.332.1710 FDIC =

N
o

=gy, F0 Y -
Massage | Facials | Pedicures | Dermaplane Facial | Microdermabrasion | Chemical Peels
Acoustic Lipo | Laser Hair Removal | Eyelashes | Full-Service Hair Salon

Spa Packages Gift Certificates
Available Available

VOTED _ -
D < gt e
MO SN . WITH 0ASIs!

Choice 202

588931-1

M-F9to6 | Sat9to5 | 2471 Mall Road | Florence AL 35630 | 256-766-8085 | www.oasisflorence.com
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wme- Eyplore COLDWATER
Seed & Supply Store

A short drive to Tuscumbia will bring you... Great Value, Service & Selection.
WE PROMISE TO STAND OUT FROM THE REST!

Here is why you should come shop with us... We have a selection of:
*Honey ¢ Case Knives * Raw Peanuts * Seeds * Bean Seeds Hand-Bagged

* Air Filters * Lodge Cast Iron Cookware & wide selection of Potato Slips!
We Specidalize in Cutting Keys ¢ Sharpening Knives * Garden Flags and More!

VIRTUAL TOUR

# Like us on Facebook for coupons, merchandise updates and more.
We are one of the oldest seed & supply stores in the state of Alabama. COME & ENJOY THE EXPERIENCE.

Largest Supplier

of Case Knives
in the area/

MINELAB . e
108 E. 6th St., Tuscumbia * 256-320-7158 * Mon-Fri Zam-7pm - Sat 8am-5pm + Sun Closed

BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY!

STRAWBERRY WAFFLES $11.99
SUB ZERO CAKES $12.99
WINGS & WAFFLES $12.99
WAR EAGLE BURGER $11.99
ROLL TIDE BURGER $12.99
AQUAMAN QUESADILLA $11.99

(256) 320-7349
184 S MAIN. ST. TUSCUMBIA, AL 35674

587417-1
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distinguishing the four cities

Our name comes from the rocky shoal of the Tennessee River that
flows east to west, making a northward turn to join the Ohio River
at Paducah, Kentucky. The treacherous shoals are now under water,
tamed finally by the Tennessee Valley Authority dams. Meanwhile, our
distinct four cities were born.

Population: 41,690
Founded: 1818; incorporated, 1826

Florence, the country seat of Lauderdale County, was established on the northern banks of the Tennessee River in the
years immediately after the Louisiana Purchase and the War of 1812.

The town’s site was surveyed in 1818 by Ferdinand Sannoner for Cypress Land Company. Sannoner, who was a native
of Italy, named the new town after his favorite city in his homeland.

Florence became a textiles town and was home to some of the earliest mills in the region.

Music is a key element of the city’s heritage. W.C. Handy, the “Father of the Blues,” and Sam Phillips, the “Father of
Rock 'n’ Roll,” were born in Florence. The Muscle Shoals music industry got its start in Florence, as well. The University
of North Alabama has its roots as the first state-chartered university in Alabama.

%04’0}70?[{// iz 7?/
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FLORENCE | SHEFFIELD | TUSCUMBIA | MUSCLE SHOALS

7 SHOA

I'LL TAKE VOUW
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Book your
tour today!

Have you ever wondered who the makers and shapers were for
the City of Florence and The Shoals? Hop aboard the Mavis Tour
Bus and take a ride back in time to hear some of the legendary
stories of our area! She and her team will take you there!
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AMuscle Shoals

Population: 17,019
Founded: 1923

Muscle Shoals was unincorporated
farm land until the early 1920s when
automotive tycoon Henry Ford visited
the area and proclaimed his vision of
turning the flat land into a metropolis.
Ford offered to purchase Wilson Dam,
but was turned down by the U.S.
government. Instead, the government
established the Tennessee Valley
Authority. In 1923, the people living in
unincorporated Muscle Shoals voted
361-6 for incorporation.

Disagreement continues about the
origin of the name Muscle Shoals. Some
claim the muscle portion of the name is
a misspelled reference to mussels found
in the Tennessee River, while others say
it refers to the hard work and strength
used to establish the area.

In the 1960s and 1970s Muscle Shoals
became known as a hit maker in the
music industry. Rick Hall and his FAME
Recording Studios, and talented back-up
musicians, The Swampers, put Muscle
Shoals on the music map.
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\
pilgrims.

Being a part of the family meal is a tremendous honor, and we
strive for great taste, flavor and satisfaction in every Pilgrim’s

experience. Pilgrim’s has provided wholesome, quality products
to customers and consumers for more than seven decades.

2045 Highway 244, Russellville, AL 35654 * (256) 332-8900
www.pilgrims.com ® Follow us on Facebook Ei

AR

Hiring
www.pilgrimsusa.com/full-time-jobs

44444444
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Population: 9,319

Founded: 1884

Gen. Andrew Jackson recommended that a town be
established on the bluffs overlooking the Tennessee

River after he and his troops camped in the area in 1817.

The town was later laid out on that site and called York
Bluff. The name was changed to Sheffield, after the city
in England, which is on the River Sheaf.

Sheffield is the home of both locations of Muscle
Shoals Sound Studios, where artists such as The Rolling
Stones, Paul Simon, Boz Scaggs, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Willie
Nelson, Rod Stewart and Bob Seger recorded albums in
the 1960s and 1970s.

Sheffield is the home to Tuscumbia Landing, which
was a debarkation point for Native Americans who were
uprooted from their homes and forced to migrate west
to reservations in Oklahoma under the Indian Removal
Act of 1830 by President Andrew Jackson. In 2013, the
city formed the Sheffield Port Authority at Tuscumbia
Landing to work with groups that want to develop the
site into an interpretive center.

J/W%/{’//C/ﬂ//{lx&ﬂ//ﬂ/{& .()//’y
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Population: 9,113
Incorporated: 1820

The French settled the land in the 1700s, but the town
was destroyed. The Chickasaw Nation moved in next,
establishing a town near the spring. The first white
family arrived about 1815.

The town, which is the county seat of Colbert County,
was renamed in 1822 in honor of the Chickasaw chief
who lived there.

Tuscumbia is best known as for Ivy Green, the
birthplace of Helen Keller. It had the first railway west of
the Alleghenies.
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Worldwide!

N N
r‘ j

‘ £ &
.' a2 ‘SO S ecml Events
i i “' :‘ T .*‘ p g _ﬂ

_ We take ﬂoml design .}:' o
to the next level with = %
¢« a premium selection '
iof flowers, artistically 2
~arranged to bring out |
.\ their natural beauty ,f
\ 1o the fullest.

Florlst |
. rd . =
~ .

~Iresh & Permdnent Flowers , —‘s
b5 for All Occasions Including "
% Weddings, Proms &

“*-ﬁ' 256-767-2056

It . Vi londay-Fmday 8am-5: 30pm * Satur day 8“”"1 2 Noo

1}:

e UV S



N
Z
o
=
(@)
<
5
<

Family-Friendly

Municipal

Parks

FLORENCE

Park information:
256-760-6416
www.fpard.com/Park

COX CREEK PARK

Where: corner of Alabama 17
(Chisholm Road) and Alabama 133
(Cox Creek Parkway); hours 8 a.m.
to dark; free

Got your skateboard with you?
This is the park for you. Florence
Skate Park is located here featuring
equipment manufactured by Spohn
Ranch and made out of SkateLite
Pro, a surface used by professionals
and amateurs. The surface stays
consistent in hot, cold, wet or dry
weather, with frames of galvanized
steel welded rather than bolted to
prevent movement, and two banked
wedges.

22 EXPLORE THE SHOALS

Deibert Park in Florence.

The Shoals has numerous parks,
three of them on the Tennessee
River, with a variety of amenities.

Don’t forget wear your protective
and safety gear.

Other park amenities include
12 lighted tennis courts, a billiard
building, a playground, and
horseshoe pits.

DEIBERT PARK

Where: Cox Creek Parkway and
Darby Drive; hours: daylight; cost:
free

This park offers tranquil nature
walks along a 2.85 mile trail
that winds through open areas,
woods and around three ponds.
A playground, picnic shelter and
restrooms also are on site.

Residents and visitors to the Shoals can find
plenty of outdoor activities.

MCFARLAND PARK

Where: Alabama 20, west of
O’Neal Bridge; hours: daylight; most
services are free

This park gives you the best view
and access to the Tennessee River
and is a favorite among boaters,
anglers, campers, joggers, bicyclists,
disc golfers, bird watchers and
other outdoor enthusiasts. There
is a playground with picnic tables,
and picnic tables dot the park
with unobstructed views of the
majestic river. A lighted walking
trail and floating restaurant are
irresistible draws, as are the swings
and benches that overlook the
river. Other amenities include boat
ramps and slips, a baseball field,
and camping area. The Florence-
Lauderdale Visitors Center is located
here.



Historic TUSCUMBIA

More fr do: more fr see
more Jo- ook ana ahh abowi

Sﬁdfffﬂy ~ shop one-of-a-kind sfores along charming aownfown sfreefs

Emily Cooper Studio & Art Supply  Promenade Formal & Bridal Jacob’s General Store Dollar General
Kurrency LesMare Pet Spa Primetime Merchandise Rick’s Barber Shop
Cooper Framing and Needlepoint  Salon on 5th Fiddledee D! Living it up Nutrition
Bendall Printing Coldwater Seed & Supply Alora Boutique Slasher Studio
Duggar’s Florist The Shoppe at Coldwater Southern Gem The Willows Day Spa
Oak + Ivy Threads Basse Trading Co. Audie Mescal

Food & Enferiairment - enjoy unique resturani’s and good fimes

Superhero Chefs Hometown Pizza Charlie’s Coffee Shop  Castillo Mexican
Milano ltalian Grill Kingpin’s Miami Ice Restaurant
The Palace Claunch Cafe Downtown Liquor
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" CAAMPYS -

T RIED CHICKEN

g

“CNN'’s Top 100 Places to Eat Like a Local”

%&u@-ﬁmﬁmmﬂ

¢ Award Winning Hot Wings

Hand Rolled Mississippi Delta Hot Tamales
- Fresh USDA Farm Raised Catfish
¢ Homemade Desserts

#1 on TripAdvisor
Located in the Heart of the Shoals

Here at Champy’s, freshness is of utmost importance, so all chicken is
.prepared fresh to order. This may take longer, however it is worth the wait! 1

— ol s
‘FRIED CHICKEN

“120 Second St. « Muscle Shoals, Al

a 256-389-9985

www ChampysChlcken com
-
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Walking Trail at TVA in Mscle Shoals.

Gattman Park in Muscle Shoals.

RIVER HERITAGE PARK

Where: 800 Cox Creek Parkway; 256-760-6416

This park, located near the Marriott Shoals Hotel and
Spa, features a playground and large splash pad that’s
open May to September from 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. A large
pavilion offers a cool place to sit when it’s not rented for
special events. The park now includes a 1.2-mile path
that winds its way from Riverfront Park to the Singing
River Bridge. There are benches and overlooks to enjoy
the views and a grass amphitheater which is capable of
holding between 750 to 1,000 people for a concert.

WILDWOOD PARK

Where: Waterloo Road, west of Florence; hours:
daylight; free

It’s all nature here, with picnic tables, a nature trail, a
pavilion, and beginner and advanced mountain bike trails.



- WELCOME TO
RIVERFRONT PARK
"SHEFFIELD UNDER THE BLUFF"

CITY OF

SHEFFIELD

& CENTER CHNSHE RS

(256) 386-5606
600 N. Montgomery Ave,
Sheffield, AL 35660

www.sheffieldalabama.org

KIWANIS BOUNDLESS PLAYGROUND, |
WATER PLAY AREA, WALKING TRAIL,
=  RESTROOMS, BOAT LAUNCHING
FACILITIES, PICNIC SHELTER, |
FISHING PIER

|
PICKIC SHELTER, FISHING PIER s |

ormHTTMMI®

CITY OF SHEFFIELD
PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

300 N. Nashville Ave.,
Sheffield

(256) 389-2000
www.sheffieldutilities.org
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Star Park at McFarland Park in Florence.

MUSCLE SHOALS

Park information:
256-386-9270
www.cityofmuscleshoals.com/
Default.asp?ID=26&pg=Facilities

GATTMAN PARK

Where: 901 Gattman Park Drive;
see website for hours

The park has two gymnasiums,
one with an indoor walking track;
pavilions (two large, one small),
and numerous picnic tables. Also
featured is a playground, outdoor
walking track, and a splash pad that
opens Memorial Day weekend.

SHEFFIELD

Park information:
256-386-5616
www.sheffieldalabama.org/attractions

RIVERFRONT PARK

Where: 1416 Alabama Ave.,
Sheffield; Open daily 6 a.m. to 10
p.m.

26 EXPLORE THE SHOALS

Riverfront Park overlooks

beautiful Pickwick Lake and
features a boundless playground
and splash pad for children. It is a
lovely spot for fishing, picnics and
has a walking trail with a stunning
view of the water.

TUSCUMBIA

Park information:

256-386-5655
www.facebook.com/Tuscumbia-Parks-
Recreation-491863214257810/

SPRING PARK

Where: South of downtown;
hours: varies; some costs for park
attractions

Spring Park serves as a
centerpiece for the town of
Tuscumbia and dates back to the
1800s. It features a man-made
stone waterfall, called Coldwater
Falls. The park also features a mini-
amusement park for children and a
splash pad. The rides, including a

kid-sized roller coaster, a carousel
and a train that takes passengers
throughout the park, operate
daily. More information, including
operational dates, is available
online at Tuscumbiarailway.com.

TVA

TVA ROCKPILE RECREATIONAL AREA
The TVA Rockpile Recreational
Area is home to the “coolest”
playground in America, according
to Play Across America. The website
and iPhone app named the TVA
playground the coolest in America
for the month of April in 2016. Play
Across America is a crowd-sourced
directory of playgrounds in the
country. The Rockpile Playground
was applauded for its river theme,
taking its inspiration from the
Tennessee River it is situated next
to and Wilson Dam just a short
walk away. Children can slide down
blue slides that mimic water flowing



River Heritage Park in Florence.

Recognized

espected
ecommended

Since 1990

Choose a
professional who
is consistently

at the top of

the profession.

Call BABS! 256-366-3090

BabsMoodyRealtor@gmail.com

enaissance

R [V
YR . Realty .

e E0TR .
Spring Park in Tuscumbia.
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ATTRACTIONS

Riverfront Park in Sheffield.

Wildwood in Florence.
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out of the Wilson Dam spillways;
climb on a turtle and fish that pop
out of the ground; climb and slide
through a tree house; or swing on
swings attached to poles fashioned to
look like tree trunks. An interactive
soundboard that plays animal sounds
is popular with children. The board
is decorated with animal tracks and
pictures. The playground is just one
attraction in the recreation area.
There is a paved pedestrian path
that follows the river to the rockpile
waterfall for a closer view of Wilson
Dam. The recreation area also has
campsites, hiking trails and a boat
launch. The 17 miles of paved and
primitive hiking trails are Americans
with Disabilities Act compliant.




WINDOWS « DOORS  SIDING

"Simply the Best for Less"*

RN RN

-

Window World is the nation's leader in replacement windows, siding, and exterior doors.
Our energy efficient products are the perfect enhancement for any home and are backed by the
industry’s strongest warranty. Contact us today to schedule your free in-home estimate!

Request a Free Estimate: 1-800 Get Windows

717 Michigan Ave., Muscle Shoals ¢ (256) 383-8894 ¢ WindowWorldMuscleShoals.com

587406-1



ATTRACTIONS

g "f.ill'-l".-
"ERI KUN

oy : A | ' |
.11 ﬁ-“'LL..L—--

The Roxy, Russellville.

Ritz Theatre, Sheffield.
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theaters =

Shoals Community
Theatre
123 N. Seminary St.
Florence
256-764-1700
theshoalstheatre.org

Roxy
Theatre
208 N. Jackson Ave.
Russellville
256-332-1760
historicroxytheatre.com

Ritz
Theatre
111 W. Third St.
Sheffield
256-381-8370
www.tennesseevalleyarts.org

Zodiac
Theater
416 N. Court St.
Florence
256-764-1700
facebook.com/pages/
Zodiac-Theater
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Zodiac Theétér, Florence.

MOVIE @
theater

AMC Florence

310 Cox Creek Parkway, Florence
(bebind Florence Mall)

256-760-1728

Call today for a tour!
301 Heathrow Drive, Florence .z

S e 256-76_7-?070
== shoalschristian.org

/;MC, FIoence.
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Shoals area

Museums

TENNESSEE VALLEY MUSEUM OF ART

ATTRACTIONS

Tennessee Valley Museum of Art, Tuscumbia.

This regional art center has a permanent exhibit of
the Martin Petroglyph, a 3,000 pound boulder depicting
TENNESSEE VALLEY human footprints and snakes, carved by the prehistoric
people of northwest Alabama. Also among the museum’s
MUSEUM OF ART displays is the rare and historic Chickasaw beaded and
embroidered bandolier strap that belonged to Chief
George Colbert, for whom the county is named.

511 N. Water St., Tuscumbia ¢ 256-383-0533 ¢ www.tennesseevalleyarts.org
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday
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JAITY OF NORTH ALABAN.

— 51,1830

THE PERFECT PLACE"
TO EARN YOUR DEGREE
On-Campus or Online

L"‘:’ T

una.edu/admissions

UNA is an Equal Opportunity Institution. Information contained herein is correct as it current ly exists,
but is subject to change without prior notice. Information correct as of April 2024.  s87295 -1
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Alabama Music Hall of Fame, Tuscumbia.

This is the place to learn the rich history, ever-changing present, and bright future
ALABAMA MUSIC of the Shoals music scene. The renowned achievements of music artists who live, have
passed through and continue to record in the Shoals are found here. Exhibits include
HALL OF FAME a 12-foot jukebox, a wax figure of Nat King Cole, recording equipment used in Sam
Phillips’ Memphis Music Service, apparel and instruments from many artists.

617 U.S. 72 W., Tuscumbia ® 256-381-4417 e Hours: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Friday; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday
Admission charged ¢ alamhof.org

.
VY e

Belle Mont Mansion in Tuscumbia.

Belle Mont Mansion is one of Alabama’s best examples of the styles of the Jeffersonian-Palladian
style architecture. The two-story structure was built in the early 1800s by Dr. Alexander Williams
BELLE MONT Mitchell, a native of Virginia, and one of the area’s largest slaveholders. The house was sold in
MANSION 1833 to Isaac Winston, who was the uncle of Alabama first’s native born governor, John Anthony
Winston. Winston was also the cousin of Patrick Henry and Dolly Madison. The structure was sold
again in 1941 and donated to the Alabama Historical Commission.

1569 Cook Lane, Tuscumbia ¢ 256-381-5052 ¢ Hours: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wed.-Sat.
Admission charged e ahc.alabama.gov/properties/bellemont/bellemont.aspx
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TUSCUMBIA DEPOT
AND ROUNDHOUSE

It’s only fitting that since Tuscumbia was the site of
the first railroad west of the Allegheny Mountains —
built in the 1830s — it would have the area’s premiere . s — -]
railway museum. The museum is in the former '
Tuscumbia Depot, which was built in 1888 and served as
division headquarters for the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad. The fully restored depot features rail and
train memorabilia including a photo gallery. There is an
interactive train simulator and telegraph demonstrations.
Keeping with the historic architecture of the depot, a
roundhouse was built in 2013.

204 W. Fifth St., Tuscumbia * 256-389-1357 EDITH NEWMAN
tuscumbiarailway.com ¢ Hours: call CULVER MUSEUM

The museum is nestled on a hillside overlooking
downtown Waterloo and the path that thousands of
Indians took during the 1800s removal as a part of the
Trail of Tears. The two-story structure is the town’s
museum and features many military memorabilia, as well
as Civil War relics and Native American artifacts. On the
grounds is a barn housing a collection of horse-drawn
carriages. The museum was the home of Joseph Marion
Newman and his wife, Sarah. Newman, a Union soldier
from Ohio, purchased the house in 1918 after opening a
sawmill north of Waterloo.

Y ¥ ./-_ "
useum, Waterloo.

' . 501 Main St., Waterloo ¢ 256-767-6081
Tuscumbia Depot and Roundhouse, Tuscumbia. Hours: call

PAIN? ™7 T

INSTITUTE
/OF THE SHOALS

N (256) 766-2310

588942-1
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W.C. Handy became famous in the music world for his compositions
such as “Memphis Blues” and “St. Louis Blues” and as a band conductor
W-c- HANDY and author. He is heralded as the “Father of the Blues.” But before his
Museum and famous life, he was born in a small log cabin in Florence on Nov. 16,
Library 1873. The museum in his honor houses a collection of memorabilia,
including his famous trumpet and his personal piano, as well as
personal papers and original sheet music.

620 W. College St., Florence ¢ 256-275-3128
Admission charged ¢ wchandymuseum.org
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W.C. Handy Birthplace, Museum and Library, Florence.
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Florence’s Center for the Arts includes the Kennedy-Douglass Center, Kennedy-Douglass

KENNEDY— Annex and Southall-Moore House. There is an arts gallery and museum that serves as

DO“GLASS an educational center and cultural hub for the area. The center has numerous exhibits
throughout the year and rotating exhibits from artists of the Southeast. The three buildings

cENTER are former homes, with the main center built in 1918 and named for the Rev. Hiram Kennedy

for the Arts Douglass who willed the house to the city in 1975 to be used for the arts. Charles Moore
donated the historic Southall-Moore home to the city in 20006. It was built in 1894.

217 E. Tuscaloosa St., Florence ¢ Hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday
256-760-6379 * Admission: Free ¢ florencealmuseums.com
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Kennedy-Douglass Annex, Florence
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FLORENCE

CHIST s - C HO O RLES

#13 # Best School Districts in Alabama
#4 # Best Places to Teach in Alabama
#2 o Most Diverse School Districts in Alabama
#10 o Districts with the Best Teachers in Alabama

Top 4% e Best School Districts in the Nation

= Academics A% Diversity
N Teachers A College Prep
seivos — Niche Grade
w Clubs & Activities A% Administration

Sports A Food

florencek12.o0rg

B
" YOUR SYSTEM ¢ OUR COMMUNITY » ONE FLORENCE
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IW GREEN The site of the birthplace of Helen Keller features the home and grounds, including
the birthplace the famous pump where teacher Annie Sullivan showed a young Keller how to spell
of Helen Keller w-a-t-e-r in sign language. That single lesson opened the outside world to the child.

300 N. Commons St. W, Tuscumbia ¢ 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Saturday
256-383-4066 * Admission charged e helenkellerbirthplace.org

ATTRACTIONS

vy Green, Tuscumbia
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BE PART OF
SOMETHING
BIGGER

NUCOR IS HIRING
AT THREE LOCAL
ALABAMA LOCATIONS

= FAMILY-LIKE CULTURE
Forge deep bonds with teammates,
celebrate wins, and put safety first.

= FREEDOM

Define your own future with the
freedom to activate your ideas.

= STABILITY
Build a strong, lifelong career
that can grow as we do.

NUCOR

NUCOR STEEL DECATUR, LLC

NUOCOR

TOWERS & STRUCTURES

NUCOR

TUBULAR PRODUCTS INC.




ATTRACTIONS

Children’s Museum of the Shoals, Florence.

y The Children’s Museum of the Shoals is the area’s go-to place for child
CHlLDREN S development and fun through educational games and activities. It features hands-
MUSEUM on exhibits that encourage children to play while learning about the area’s culture,
of the Shoals history, and about the Tennessee River. Deibert Park, which is adjacent to the

museum, hosts a nature walking trail and a playground.

2810 Darby Drive, Florence (Near the entrance to Deibert Park)
256-284-7107 e Admission charged ¢ cmshoals.org
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Pope’s Tavern Museum’s facade harkens to the time in the 1800s when it was a stagecoach
stop, tavern and inn. It is one of the oldest buildings in Florence and its location pinpoints
y the military road that once ran through the area, connecting Nashville to the Natchez Trace,
POPE s and on to New Orleans. Andrew Jackson is said to have stayed at the tavern during his march
TAVERN to the Battle of New Orleans. The inn was a hospital for both the Confederate and Union
during the Civil War before later becoming a private family home until the city bought it in
1965. It is housed with antiques and artifacts from the 18th and 19th centuries, as well as
artifacts from the Civil War and local history.

203 Hermitage Drive, Florence ¢ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
256-760-6439 ¢ Admission charged
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Pope’s Tavern, Florence.
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FRANK
LLOYD
WRIGHT

Rosenbaum
House and
Museum

Frank Lloyd Wright is among the most prominent and revered American architects

of the 20th century. He designed approximately 1,000 structures spanning a 70-year
career. He preferred construction where buildings blended into the landscape rather
than being obviously perched to rise independently off the ground on which it was
constructed. His famous architectural designs include the Prairie, Concrete Block and
Usonian, of which the Rosenbaum House in Florence is included. Horizontal lines
connect the home with the land, as do its flat roofs with overhangs, natural materials
like cypress, glass and brick, access to the outside from every room, and board and
batten walls. The house has its original Wright-designed furniture.

601 Riverview Drive, Florence ¢ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday; 1-4 p.m. Sunday.
For large group tours, call 256-718-5050 ¢ Admission charged ¢ wrightinalabama.com
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Shoals Scholar Dollars
— PRESENTS -

ESPFL“\S} of June Jubilee Golf
Sp o A Gl Tournament
ast speakers include .
Eli Gold, Mac McAnally, Friday, June 14 ¢ 8AM Shotgu.n Start
Stewart and Lisa Cink, Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail
and John Paul White Teams and Sponsorships available
Student of the Year Legends
April )
QYT" An awards ceremony recognizing in Concert
students from all 17 high schools Held throughout the
O{ the in Colbert and Lauderdale Counties. year featuring iconic
€=Y One student walks away being named performances from
Shoals Student of the Year. legendary entertainers

Smoke on the Water

Festival
April 27  McFarland Park

The Smoke on the Water Festival is more than just a BBQ cook-off
- it's an event for the entire family! Sanctioned by the Kansas City
_ BBQ Society and the Alabama BBQ Association, this cook-off will
determine the very best barbeque among entrants participating
from throughout the Southeast.

Shoals Dragon Boat Festival
October 12, 2024 » McFarland Park

Once you hear about dragon boat racing and become involved in this world of sport, community
and fun, there is no turning back. There is much more to it than a great day on the water. There are MEENEUS y
different and interesting ways to experience the sport for both team members and spectators. Whether ~ —SHOALS SCHOLARS DOLLARS—
you've never paddled in a festival, or you paddle regularly in a dragon boat, you feel connected to it. DRAGON BOHT
Now accepting team registrations and vendors for the event. FESTIVAL

In 2011, the Shoals community, headed by the Florence and Greater Shoals Rotary Clubs,
decided that education was the most important gift we could give our children. Because
education is the underpinning for success in every endeavor, the community banded together
to give every student in the Shoals the opportunity to continue education beyond high school.

For more information or tickets for any of these events check out www.shoalsscholardollars.com

-------- \, vy  Shoals Scholar Dollars Foundation

Is HOAL s 20 Hightower Place
Florence, AL 35630

 DOLLARS / 256.764.4661

Florence Rotary www.shoalsscholardollars.com
Greater Shoals Rotary director@shoalsscholardollars.com

If you are visiting in the Shoals, stop by and visit us at a Rotary Meeting on Mondays

at noon at the Marriott Conference Center for the Florence Rotary meeting and noon
at Fizz at the Clarion Hotel in Sheffield for Greater Shoals Rotary.
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INDIAN
MOUND AND
MUSEUM
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The museum’s mission is to interpret the prehistoric culture of the Shoals area for
education while preserving the Woodland period landscape of the site and fostering

a community dialogue about environmental stewardship and Native American history,
according to its mission statement. The 43-foot-high mound near the museum is one
example of the work of early Native Americans who lived in Alabama before the Cherokee,
Chickasaw and Creek nations inhabited the region. The mound is quadrilateral, with a
summit that’s 145-by-94 feet. Early settlers found steps on the east side and there was
evidence the mound was enclosed by a semi-circular earthen wall. Inside the museum are
artifacts dating back to more than 10,000 years. Displays are arranged in chronological
order from Paleo to Historic periods.

1028 S. Court St. ® 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday - Saturday;
Admission charged
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261 Cox Creek Pkwy. 322 North Court St. 400 West Avalon Ave.
Midtown Florence Downtown Florence Muscle Shoals

256-367-2391 256-766-5665 256-978-5438

315 North Court St. 400 West Avalon Ave. 3509 Cloverdale Rd.
Downtown Florence Muscle Shoals Florence

256-415-8545 256-570-6070 256-272-7162

400 West Avalon Ave. 313 North Court St., Downstairs
Muscle Shoals Downtown Florence

256-367-0088 256-693-0074

THES TRICKLINHOTEL

317 North Court St. * Downtown Florence ¢ 256-248-9982

Pt :)>”-';| . .

o “,  For Catering Options:
£

$ soutHern 2 ©  256-762-4315

= HOSPITALITY |

%, Uniauely Southern 5 SHHbrands.com
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Celebrate

with us

The Shoals is popular for its celebrations and festivals that are a
continuous flow of entertainment from spring until winter.
While some festivals have announced dates for this year’s

events, it’s best to go to the website or Facebook page listed,
or call the phone number provided with the information to
double check that the event will still take place.

 —

Florence’s Wilson Park plays hosts to a myriad of artists and craftsmen who flock to the
downtown park to sell their arts and crafts and compete in the juried Arts Alive exhibit at
R the Kennedy-Douglass Center for the Arts.
ArtS Allve Anything from paintings to sculptures to clothing and woodwork can be found at Arts

Alive.
The 2024 festival was May 18-19. For details about the festival or exhibits, visit

alabamaartsalive.com or call 256-760-6379.
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Every year, the Shoals honors W.C. Handy, who was born in
\X/ . C . Handy Florence and built his legacy as “Father of the Blues.” There will
be some abbreviations to this year’s 10-day event, scheduled for
July 19-28. Visit wchandymusicfestival.com or call The Music

MUSIC FeStlval Preservation Society Inc. at 256-766-7642.

| to the Shoals
o HEAD SPA
e el TREATMENTS

\lmmerse yourself in an ambience brimming with tranquility at
Serenity Day Spa, set within The Shoals, Alabama. This Florence
basis offers a picturesque setting in which to truly unwind and
let it all go. The Readers Choice Award Winning Spa offers a
collection of signature treatments centered around the nurturing
essences of the Tennessee Valley: soothing the spirit, renewing the

{ body, and enriching the mind.

J zq:.. om
587313-1
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Trail of Tears

Motorcyclists honor the Trail of Tears by riding from

COmmemorative Chattanooga to Waterloo. The riders always ride on the
Motorcycle Ride

third Saturday in September, this year Sept. 21.

Not many places have a cemetery for coon dogs. Even fewer
have a Labor Day celebration at a coon dog cemetery. But
the annual Coondog Cemetery Labor Day Celebration has
Coon Dog Cemetery become one of the %nost poprli]lar, if quirlZy, events in the Shoals.
. Graves will be decorated and live music and barbecue will be
Labor Day Celebratl()n available. The Coondog Cemetery is at 4945 Coondog Cemetery
Road, off U.S. 72 and Alabama 247. For more details, visit
coondogcemetery.com or call 256-383-0783.

A,
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The Fountain on the Green, better known the rest of the year as
A Iabama Wilson Park in Florence, hosts nobility, knights and kings as the city
of Florence celebrates the annual Renaissance Faire.
The 2024 faire is Oct. 26-27. For details about the fun and

Renalssance Falre educational event, visit alrenfaire.org. The feast is usually set for the

third Saturday in October. This year’s Feast date is Oct 19.

REAL ESTATE
417 E. MOBILE STREET, FLORENCE * 1687 HIGHWAY 72, KILLEN * 600 WOODWARD AVENUE, MUSCLE SHOALS

Angela Denise Loi
Nesbitt Vinson Shelton

) REALTOR® REALTOR® REALTOR®

£ 256-366-6152 256-710-4813 256-483-7373
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Shoals Spirit Of The popular Spirit of Freedom Celebration is

July 4 this year at McFarland Park in Florence. The
d celebration will feature live music at the park along

FI' ee Om with plenty of family-friendly activities leading up
to the fireworks show around 9 p.m. as long as the

Celebration weather permits.

Sl

The life and accomplishments of one of the Shoals’ most famous natives, Helen Keller,
is celebrated each year with a summer festival. The weeklong festival takes place in Spring

H el en Kell er Park in Tuscumbia, not far from Keller’s birthplace, Ivy Green. The festival includes live

bands and music, a 5-mile and 23-mile family bike ride, a 5-mile and 1-mile fun run, a car
o and truck show, a golf tournament, arts and crafts, educational displays, and a parade and
Festlval street party. Of course, no Keller festival is complete without a rendition of “The Miracle
Worker,” and the Helen Keller Art Show of Alabama. The 2024 festival is June 27-30. For
details, visit helenkellerfestival.com or call 256-383-40066.

" M?!“
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Are you ready for your child to experience a
challenging, Christfilled education resulting in
extraordinary growth - mind, heart, body, and
soul2 Mars Hill Bible School provides a
nurturing environment emphasizing spiritual,
academic, physical, and social development.
Come explore our spiritual, academic, and
extracurricular programs!

2023 TimesDaily Readers’
Choice #1 Private School in the Shoals
Daily Bible classes and chapel for all grade
levels Cognia STEM-Certified School
Small class sizes A safe, healthy
environment where love rules!

NnCcsa

National Christian School Association

MARS HILL BIBLE SCHOOL
www.mhbs.org | 698 Cox Creek Parkwa
Florence, AL | 256.767.1203 ext. 200

587409-1
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other Celebrations
& Festivals

MONTHLY CELEBRATION
FIRST FRIDAYS

The First Fridays are held every
month this year from May through
December from 5-8 p.m. in downtown
Florence. Sidewalks are lined with
vendors, artists and musicians. Court
Street is closed off and the area
becomes filled with people who love
strolling and shopping among the
vendors and the downtown shops
before or after having dinner in some
of Florence’s favorite restaurants.

YEARLY FESTIVALS
RECALL LAGRANGE

Civil War reenactments, exhibits and
entertainment. May 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
LaGrange College Site, 1491 LaGrange
College Road, Leighton. Call 256-702-
6953

BELLE MONT
CELTIC FESTIVAL

The annual Belle Mont Celtic Festival
will be held May 10-11 at Belle Mont
Mansion in Tuscumbia. The outdoor
festival will feature world-class Celtic
musicians staged on the sweeping
lawn of the historic home. Stirring
tunes featuring bagpipe, flute, and
fiddle music will be showcased by
some of the most popular Celtic bands
in the U.S. Call 256-810-1683

NORTH ALABAMA
AFRICAN HERITAGE
FESTIVAL

Explores African art, fashions,
culture, crafts, music and food; 2023
festival June 1-2 at the Willie Green
Recreation Park, 609 S. East St.,
Tuscumbia. 256-383-0783

54 EXPLORE THE SHOALS

JUNIOR ARCHAEOLOGY
DAY

Pope’s Tavern Museum will host a
free camp for students ages 9-18 from
June 3 -7. The camp will be divided into
two age groups. The groups and times
of the camps are: Ages 9-12 from 9 a.m.
until 11 a.m.; ages 13-18 from 1 p.m.
until 3 p.m. The camp will introduce
students to the concepts of archaeology
through hands-on investigation and
research. Students will learn how to
research, plan, excavate, and process
artifacts at Pope’s Tavern Museum.
Applications for the camps are available
at Pope’s Tavern Museum, the Kennedy-
Douglass Center for the Arts and online
at www.florencealmuseums.com and
then click on Pope’s Tavern Museum.

MUSCLE SHOALS
STREET RODS SHOW

June 1, Spring Park, Tuscumbia.
7 am. -2 p.m.

SADDLE UP FOR ST.
JUDE TRAIL RIDE

July 18-20, Gardiner Farm in
Tuscumbia. Horseback trail riding,
auctions, wagon rides, roping
demonstrations, headliner concerts, and
much more mark this two-day charitable
event. This horse-related event benefits
St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital
and is the largest in the Southeast. Log
onto www.saddleup4kids.org for more
information.

WATERMELON FESTIVAL

It’s not summer in the South without
watermelon. The people of Russellville
celebrate this Southern, summer fruit
with music and more Aug. 16-17. Call
256-332-1760 for more details.

NORTH ALABAMA
STATE FAIR

The state fair is an American
tradition, and that’s no different in the
Shoals. Rides, booths, exhibits and
entertainment about in the fairgrounds
in Muscle Shoals Sept. 9-15. Visit
northalabamastatefair.org for more
information.

OKTOBERFEST

St. Florian’s German heritage is
celebrated in the fall as the downtown
area is host to live music, arts and
crafts, antique tractor shows and
German food. Octoberfest will be held
Oct. 4-5. Visit townofstflorianal.com for
more information.

IT’S A DICKENS
CHRISTMAS Y’ALL

It is a holiday festival reminiscent
of the classic “A Christmas Carol”
complete with carriage rides, snow
falling, music, arts and crafts and food
vendors. This year’s festival will be
Dec. 7. Call Fiddledee D at 256-383-
9797 for more information.

Dickens Christmas Y’all in Tuscumbia.



Come to Colbert County!

We have so much to offer.

The Colbert County Commission’s mission is to promote economic development, support existing industries, and
encourage tourism. Colbert County draws visitors from all over the world each year for the W.C. Handy Music Festival,
Helen Keller Festival, and Saddle Up for St. Jude. You will find Colbert County is a great place to live and visit.

COLBERT COUNTY COMMISSION
Tommy Barnes - District 1 * W. Tyrus Mansell - District 2

Jimmy Gardiner - District 3 * Tori Bailey - District 4
Darol Bendall - District 5 ¢ David C. Isom - District 6

Colbert County Commission

201 N. Main Street, Tuscumbia, AL 35674
256-386-8501 « www.colbertcounty.org

590094-1



Organizers of the
Alabama Renaissance Faire
prefer to be called the
“Roundtable” as opposed
to planning group or
committee, according to
event founder Billy Warren.

That Roundtable is made
up solely of volunteers, and
the not-for-profit festival is
run by volunteers.

“We like it that way,”
Warren said.

Now in its 36th year,
the Renaissance Faire
has about 40 Roundtable
members, including three
who have been dedicated
to planning the event
almost since its inaugural
year in 1987.

Lee Freeman and
Darlene Freemon joined
in 1989, and Freeman’s
brother, William, came on

for one and all

Alabama RENAISSANCE FAIRE

Story by Chelsea Retherford e Photography by Kevin Taylor

board a couple of years
later.

Lee Freeman said he’s
amazed at the continued
success of the Faire.

“Billy found some
literature 15 or 20 years
ago that says volunteer
festivals tend to go six
years and then either
fold up and pack it in, or
they explode. Ours was
textbook. By about our
sixth or seventh year, we
exploded,” he said.

Freeman said the festival
has been consistent in
drawing thousands of
people each October to
Wilson Park in downtown
Florence.

“The last official count
we got, and this has been
like 15 years ago, was
30,000 people in that park

over the two days. You
wouldn’t think the park
could hold that many
people,” he said.

Designated as the
official Renaissance Faire
for Alabama, the Florence
festival has many ties
to its sister city in Italy,
according to Warren.

Ferdinand Sannoner,
an Italian immigrant who
was appointed in 1818 to
survey the land that was to
become Florence, Alabama,
is said to have given the
city its name after the
capital from his homeland
in Tuscany.

As Florence is situated
on the Tennessee River,
Florence, Italy, lies along
the banks of the Arno
River. And as the Italian
Renaissance signifies a

restoration of the arts,
literature, science and
exploration, Warren said
the Alabama Renaissance
Faire was formed to
promote all areas of
curriculum in area school
systems.

You don’t have to be
an expert in Renaissance
history to enjoy the faire,
or even volunteer. Warren,
Freemon and Freeman
said the event is organized
each year by a medley of
dedicated members from
all walks of life.

“We’ve had doctors,
we’ve had ministers, we've
had housewives, we’ve had
college students. We have
high school students, high
school teachers. We’ve got
blue collar workers from
the plants,” Freeman said.




The Alabama Renaissance
Faire invites attendants
of all ages and interests.
The family friendly event
features Arthur’s Field,
an area filled with games
and prizes for young
children. It’s a place to

learn medieval dancing,
archery, crafting, and sword
fighting. With unique

food vendors, arts and
crafts, demonstrations and
medieval-themed festivities,
the faire has something for
everyone.

There are plenty of
“things to see and
hear'during the
Renaissance Faire!
including music,
ironwork and
sword fights.

el
Handmade Tex-Mex Favorites
Famous Margarita Menu

Flavors Fantdsticos!

PR
>3- '
CANTINA

On-Line Ordering * Curbside Service

256-767-5599 « 302 N Court St. Florence

: Tuesday - Thursday 11 -9
' Friday - Saturday 11-10
Closed Sunday & Monday

W-RoﬁésMéxicanCantina.com _ : j
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Antique Tractor Show and
Oktoberfest roll together

Story by Chelsea Retherford e Photography by Dan Busey

\\\\\\\\\\

Malcolm Wilkes and Jerry
Newton, longtime members
of the Shoals Antique
Engine & Tractor Club,
said moving the annual
Antique Tractor Show to
coincide with St. Florian’s
Oktoberfest nearly 20 years
ago has proven as beneficial
for the club as it has been
for the festival.

Wilkes said the first
SAETC tractor show took
place in McFarland in 1993,
but with several regulations
concerning the park lawn,
the show was moved to
Brooks High School the
following year. While the
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school proved a better fit
with fewer restrictions and
good parking space, he and
Newton said St. Florian Park
was an even better fit.

“When we had the show
at the school, it wasn’t
growing,” Newton said.
“We moved out here, and it
really took off. We’ve gained
a lot of spectators.”

He said the draw of
the festival and its events
helped increase visibility
for the tractor show and its
hosting club.

As St. Florian Town Clerk
Lesia Albright points out,
the relationship between
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the festival and the tractor
show is mutualistic.

“The first time we held
Oktoberfest, it was just
thrown together and we
didn’t know if it'd go over
well or not,” Albright said.
“They take up the biggest
space, but the Antique
Engine & Tractor Show also
draws the biggest crowds.
Used to, they had to fight
for their space, which
we were limited until we
got more work done out
here. The last five or six
years, we’ve made a lot of
improvements, so it’s better
for everyone.”
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Albright said the
SAETC has partnered
with Oktoberfest since it’s
second or third event, and
organizers are as grateful
to the club as the club is
thankful for the space.

“Last year, Mr. Wilkes
was our Burgermeister.
He got the honor; he was
mayor for the day,” Albright
added. “That award honors
someone who has been
with us and has put in so
many hours and worked so
hard.”

Wilkes said he was
honored and surprised by
the gesture.



“I didn’t have a clue.
They gave me shirt that had
German on it, and I couldn’t
read a bit of it,” he said with
a laugh.

Wilkes showcases a few
of his antique tractors at the
festival each year, including
his most prized piece of
farm equipment, a 1948
Farmall tractor once owned
by his father, Hubert Wilkes.

“I was born in ‘48,” Wilkes
said. “My Daddy bought that
tractor new in 1948, so it’s
the same age as I am.”

He said the tractor was
put to use by his family
for 27 years before his
father’s death in 1972. At
that time, the tractor and
his equipment were sold,
but after tracking down the
antique machinery, Malcolm
Wilkes bought the tractor
back in 2011.

Wilkes said his memories
of growing up on a farm in
the 1950s and ‘60s are what
inspired him to join the
Antique Tractor Club when
it was formed in the early
‘90s.

“We raised cotton,
vegetables, and we went to
the Florence Curve Market
twice a week and year-
round. My Daddy, he never
did have an education.

He just farmed. I don’t
know, I still like it even
now,” Wilkes said. “I just
gravitated toward these old
tractors and stuff, because I
was old, I guess.”

Similarly, Newton said
his farm raising piqued an
interest in showing and
tinkering on antique farm
equipment.

While he and Wilkes both
maintain and restore the
pieces they collect, Newton
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In addition to the tractor show, Oktoberfest is host to an antique car and truck shoat the St. Florian Senior Center.

has also custom-built
equipment for a Children’s
Pedal Tractor Pull the club
hosts in conjunction with
it’s Antique Tractor Show.

“I've been around tractor
pulls ever since the ‘70s,
and I know how they
work,” Newton said. “I built
this sled; I copied it after a
large sled. I went to some
other pulls where the kids
really weren’t able to pull
the sled. They just jerked
it two or three times and
whoever jerked the hardest,
that’s who won. I just felt
like I could come up with
something better.”

Newton designed and

Jerry Newton and Malcolm Wilkes at the St. FI
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built a miniature tractor
pulling sled inspired by
metal drags used in the
competitive motor sport for
adults. He also built and
modified the tiny metal
“tractors” designed for
children ages three to 12.

“At about 12 o’clock, it
looks like a herd of cattle
coming our way, because
everybody is headed to the
pedal tractor pull,” Newton
said with a laugh.

“We usually have 50 to
60 kids participate,” Wilkes
agreed. “It takes about an
hour or hour-and-a-half to
do it all. I mean, we're all
give out when it’s over with,

during the Towp's Oktoberfes

This sign is dedicated in memory of our lafe members,

but it’s a lot of fun.”

The two club members
said the community pitches
in to make the event
fun and competitive for
participating children.

“Tax Mart in Florence
pays for the first-, second-
and third-place trophies,
and TVA Community Credit
Union pays for participant
trophies for everyone
who doesn’t place. They
get a small trophy. Bert
Bretherick, Florence State
Farm agent, helps with cash
money prizes for the kids,”
said Newton.

He and Wilkes said they
hope Oktoberfest and the
Antique Engine and Tractor
Show continue to draw
interest for the club.

The two men said they
continue to enjoy the
festivities, which include an
Antique Tractor Parade and
tractor rides each year.

“I really enjoy it, and I
love meeting new people,”
Wilkes said. “Especially the
kids. We love interacting
with them and teaching this
farm stuff to the kids.”

{ Celebration
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Celebrating Leig

and its
musical icons

Story by Chelsea Retherford ¢ Photography by Dan Busey

As Leighton gears up for
its third annual Sledgefest
on June 7-9, honoring
one of the town’s most
prominent citizens, event
organizers and town leaders
said the festival is as much
about Leighton’s heritage as
it is about celebrating the
legendary soul singer Percy
Sledge.

For Debbie Bradford, a
Muscle Shoals resident who
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just can’t get enough of her
neighbors and the small
town of Leighton, part of
the charm is in the town’s
musical and educational
roots.

“It’s the heritage. You
know, the schools and
these town staples like
the library,” she said. “The
people have fond memories
here, and they have a way
of making you feel welcome

and accepted. I feel
accepted and appreciated
here.”

The 2024 Sledgefest will
not only celebrate Sledge,
but another Leighton icon.
Jimmy Hughes day will be
celebrated starting at 3 p.m.
on Main Street on June 8.

The day prior, live music
will kick off the celebration
at 6 p.m. in Bliss Alley.

The celebration will

shgows the mural to J

ton

conclude on June 9 with
live gospel music starting
at 2 p.m. at the historic
Leighton Training School.
Leighton Mayor Derick
Silcox said he is excited to
see the festival continue
to grow, which aligns with
the spirit of innovation
felt all over Leighton this
year as the town prepares
for new beginnings while
celebrating its rich history.

e ne
eremiah Burney in downtown Leighton.



Waterloo Fire Chief Ted
Kavich said his department
has hosted its annual Fourth
of July fireworks show
for at least 20 years, if not
longer, thanks to an idea
first presented by the late
Neil Scott.

What began as a brief
fireworks display for a
local crowd of maybe 200
people has grown to a
45-minute show to crowds
of thousands who come
from all over the Shoals and
surrounding areas, Kavich
said.

“You just don’t realize
how many come in, and it
being July Fourth weekend,
we have all these people
who have summer homes
here and people camping.
Waterloo grows five times
over the summer,” he said.

“We’ve been doing (the
fireworks show) for 15, 20
years and enjoyed it, but it
all started with Neil, and it’s
grown ever since.”

Kavich has served as
Waterloo Volunteer Fire
Department’s chief for
about 50 years. He had
served as head football
coach at Waterloo High
School for much of his
career.

He said he was first
approached by former
football player, Scott,
sometime in the late *90s or
early 2000s after Scott had
acquired Waterloo Market
and Grille.

“He bought the store and
called us and said, ‘Hey,
I've got some fireworks!” We
literally shot them off the
(Second Creek) Bridge for
years,” Kavich said.

Sadly, Scott passed away
in December 2015 at the
age of 52.

“Neil died early from
cancer, but we kept the
tradition going,” Kavich
said, adding that his
former student and many
of the firefighters who
help organize the annual
fireworks show all had a
heart for their community.

“It started with Neil and
a van full of fireworks. Over
the years, the city chipped
in money, the Farmers &
Merchants Bank chips in,
we kick in money, and the

A kayaker observes
fireworks being
launched by
Waterloo Volunteer
Fire Department
for Fourth of July -+

celebrations.

Waterloo
fireworks
light up
Pickwick Lake

Story by Chelsea Retherford e Photography by Dan Busey

people make donations,” he
said.

Kavich said the fireworks
show isn’t a fundraiser;
the department doesn’t
host it for profit. Though,
several of the fundraisers
the department hosts
throughout the year, like
an annual Swamp John’s
fish fry, help fund the
Independence Day event.

“It’s just one of those

things we like doing
for the community. This
community supports us, and
we support them,” he said.
“It's amazing that everyone
pitches in. We’ll set up a
truck with donations, but
most of it is raised through
the town, the bank and us.
TNT Fireworks has kicked
in a bunch too.”

The fire chief said he’s
proud his department

can hold the event for

his community. Since the
department began hosting
the spectacle, he said

he’s noticed a decline in
fireworks-related incidents
around the Fourth of July
each year.

“We haven’t seen any real
accidents from fireworks
down here since we started.
Of course, we pass it along
to the folks: ‘If you're
going to shoot fireworks,
make sure there is adult
supervision all the time,”
he said. “Children shooting
them off can easily get
burned, and that’s the least
of it. Fireworks can explode,
hit them in the eye. There
can be a lot of damage.
People need to be real
careful.”

This year, he said the
town has $4,500 worth of
fireworks ready for the big
show.

Volunteer firefighters
will fire from behind the
ballfields near the town’s
community center. Kavich
said the area will be
blocked off for spectators’
safety, but visitors and
locals can watch from Hart’s
RV Park, the Trail of Tears
field and other public areas
around the community
center, or Second Creek
Campground. Boaters and
kayakers will also have a
unique view from the lake
or the river around Second
Creek Bridge.

Kavich said vendors will
set up before the show. As
in past years, he said the
fireworks will take place
after a performance of the
“National Anthem” around 9
p.m. or at sunset.

“The event has really
grown, and the guys in
the department really look
forward to it,” Kavich said.
“What we’ve been blessed
with, we’ve turned around
and passed back out. We’ve
been fortunate in that way.”
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Students are lead in traditional dance Friday during school day of the Oka Kapassa Return to Coldwater festival at Spring Park.

OKA KAPASSA.

Return to Coldwater Festival

attracts thousands of students on Education Day

Story by Bernie Delinski
Photography by Dan Busey

Colbert Heights
Elementary School fourth
graders Ruger White
and Titus Coleman were
among a large group
of students in early
September 2023 watching
Lyndon Alec perform a
jaw-droppingly impressive
hoop dance.

“It was amazing,” White
said afterward. “I'm
baffled.”

“I rate it 10 out of 10,”
Coleman added.
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That was part of the
Oka Kapassa: Return
to Coldwater Festival at
Spring Park. Friday’s event
is set aside for students,
but the next day’s events
are open to the public.

It is free, and features
authentic cultural
demonstrations of music,
dance, and arts, including
basketry, pottery, jewelry
and other crafts by Native
American tribal members
in full regalia. The festival

also has concessions and
Native American foods and
crafts vendors.

Alec’s dance, performed
to the beat of a large drum
and chanting provided
by some of his fellow
Native Americans, was an
up-tempo demonstration
that included him making
symbols such as birds
and the planet out of the
hoops.

“I actually didn’t even
know it was possible,”

White said.

In another area of the
park, a group of Colbert
Heights fifth graders tried
their hand at ax throwing,
under careful supervision
of a professional who gave
them pointers and made
sure others stayed clear of
the tossing area.

Afterward, Abigail Kling
said she was nervous at
first but it was fun.

“I wish I could do it
again,” Kling said. “I need



to practice.”

Her classmate,

Killian O’Flannery, said
he enjoyed the new
experience.

“I never felt an ax in my
hand,” O’Flannery said.

“It was actually pretty
easy but when it started I
thought I’d hit the back of
my head.”

The festival has a deep
meaning, celebrating
a homecoming for
Southeastern Tribal
Nations to commemorate
the kindness once shown
to their ancestors.

As the Southeastern
tribes of the 1830s
prepared for forced
removal, known as the
Trail of Tears, some of
those tribes were shown
compassion by Tuscumbia
residents who brought
food, clothing, firewood,
blankets and other goods
to the people for their
treacherous journeys west,
festival chairman Terry
McGee said.

“When we decided to

have a festival in this

area we wanted it to be
as authentic as possible,”
McGee said. “It’s a
wonderful festival and
seems to be growing each
year.”

Storyteller Amu Bluemel
said she likes informing
children that a lot of
things in their lives carry a
Native American heritage.

“I tell them you speak
native languages all the
time,” Bluemel said,
pointing to Tuscumbia’s
name, which derived from
Chief Tuscumbia, among
examples.

She said the children
always seem to enjoy and
appreciate her stories.

“This is one of my
favorite places to be,”
Bluemel said. “All the kids
are always so kind and
sweet and interested. I tell
a lot of interactive stories.”

The new parking garage
will provide much-needed
space for downtown
shopping and fun.

Opening in Spring 2024, the
Utilities Payment Center
will be an accessible way
to do business.

STRONG HISTORY. BRIGHT FUTURE. |

Heritage
Trail

The River Heritage Trail
entices citizens and
visitors to discover the
beauty of our river and city.

Future plans for a new
City Hall are underway.
This update will provide
additional parking, as well.
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LODGING

LODGING

The Shoals area offers visitors different places
to stay, including a luxury four-star Marriott.

More than 1,200 rooms are available in Lauderdale
and Colbert counties, according to tourism officials.

'\
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Lodging facilities in Colbert and Lauderdale include:

LAKEVIEW INN & SUITES JOE WHEELER STATE PARK
101 U.S. 72 Killen, 256-757-2169; 4401 McLean Drive, Rogersville; 256-247-5461;
americasbestvalueinn.com alapark.com/joe-wheeler-state-park
BAYMONT INN SUITES KEY WEST INN
115 Ana Drive, Florence; 256-764-5326; 1800 U.S. 72 E., Tuscumbia, 256-383-0700;
wyndhambhotels.com/baymont/florence-alabama/ staykeywesthotels.com/Tuscumbia-alabama-hotel
baymont-inn-florence-muscle-shoals/overview
FLORENGCE INN & SUITES
BEST WESTERN PLUS 1915 Florence Blvd., Florence, 256-766-2620
1934 Ala. Hwy 20, Tuscumbia, 256-386-9889
MARRIOTT SHOALS HOTEL AND SPA
BUDGET INN 10 Hightower Place, Florence,
1238 Florence Blvd., Florence, 256-764-7621; 256-246-3600;
budgetinnflorence.com marriott.com/hotels/travel/mslmc-marriott-shoals-hotel-and-spa
CLARION INN MICROTEL INN
4900 Hatch Blvd., Sheffield, 256-381-4710; 1852 U.S. 72 E., Tuscumbia, 256-248-0055;
choicehotels.com wyndhamhotels.com/microtel
COLDWATER INN QUALITY INN
712 U.S. 72, Tuscumbia, 256-383-6844; 150 Etta Gray Drive, Florence, 256-740-0444;
coldwaterinn.com choicehotels.com/alabama/florence/quality-inn-hotels/al175
COMFORT INN & SUITES RED ROOF INN
5101 U.S. 43 S., Tuscumbia, 256-248-0850 2807 Woodward Ave., Muscle Shoals, 256-381-0236
COMFORT SUITES RESIDENGE INN MARRIOTT
140 Matthew Paul Court, Florence, 256-246-2300; 1000 Sweetwater Ave., Florence, 256-764-9966;
choicehotels.com marriott.com/hotels/travel/mslri-residence-inn-florence
-
DAYS INN STRICKLIN HOTEL (@)
2701 Woodward Ave., Muscle Shoals, 256-383-3400; 317 North Court Street, Florence, 256-248-9982; 8
wyndhambhotels.com/days-inn www.thestricklin.com >
o
ECONOMY INN

15936 U.S. 72, Rogersville; 256-247-5416

GUNRUNNER BOUTIQUE HOTEL
310 E. Tennessee St., Florence
1-855-269-4724 (toll free), or 256-349-5464
gunrunnerhotel.com

HAMPTON INN & SUITES DOWNTOWN
505 South Court St., Florence, 256-767-8282;
hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/Alabama/
Hampton-inn-and-suites-florence-downtown

HAMPTON INN FLORENCE-MIDTOWN
2281 Florence Blvd., Florence, 256-764-8888;
hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/Alabama/
Hampton-inn-florence-midtown

HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
101 Etta Gray St., Florence; 256-246-2200; ihg.com/
holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/Florence/shefl/
hoteldetail
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Aarriott.

SHOALS
HOTEL & SPA

L

¥ = TET En el et VS
More than 1,200 rooms are available in PN\ { ¥ Y "”m’jﬁ'f T
Lauderdale and Colbert counties, including the TS Yy [0
four-star Marriott Shoals Hotel and Spa, which
consistently rates highest among Marriott guest
amenities and service. Fine dining is offered
high atop Renaissance Tower at the 360 Grille,
a revolving restaurant. Casual dining and great,
live music is offered at Swampers Bar and
Grille. There’s also an indoor and outdoor pool.

LODGING

Marriott Shoals Hotel & Spa ¢ 10 Hightower Place, Florence ¢ 256-246-3600
marriott.com/hotels/travel/mslmc-marriott-shoals-hotel-and-spa
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Interested in working for a Decatur company that actively contributes to the
well-being of our community? Visit https://daikin-america.com/decatur-al for
a list of current job openings at Daikin America Inc.’s Decatur facility.

W DAIKIN

Scan the QR code to learn more

To learn more about the many ways Daikin in Decatur is actively engaged in our community, visit DaikinAlabama.com

Daikin America, Inc. is an Equal Employment Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer.

We are committed to equal opportunity for all persons.
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The GunRunner is more
than a boutique hotel, it’s
an experience, with 10
suites, seven with private
balconies, specially designed
to celebrate local music,
fashion and art icons, and
honor the area’s history.
One suite is decorated
by renowned fashion Gl | b |R[JNNER
designer Billy Reid, another o U T st h oL
is themed around the
legendary Muscle Shoals
Sound Studios. Brick walls
and exposed ceiling beams
give the commons area an
industrial chic vibe, and
a former freight elevator
has been converted into a
stunning bar. Suites may
be reserved separately, or
choose to have the “run of
the house,” which includes
private access to all 10
suites and the common area.

GunRunner
Boutique Hotel
310 E. Tennessee St., Florence
1-855-269-4724
(toll free), or 256-349-5464

gunrunnerhotel.com

Reservations are online only
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Shop
Moaorigoids
for Hhe latest
ool greatest

Mon-Sat

Momgo\\s
10-5

1631 Darby Drive, Florence
English Village + 256.764.9444

. Blinds Shades Shutters is not only
the Shoals main source for custom
ol window coverings, but they also

carry an array of unique gift items.

English Village Shopping Center | GRABER | s, |
1615 Darby Drive, Florence AL « 256-764-8080 %

591605-1

(Wsddingi o}[ all sizes, gi’ztﬁzfayi, iﬁowsu, cozlbomts events, Pu’uats
pa’zfisz, agsf %s dinnens..we cater it alll o4t your p[acs on ours.

Y P
Join us for Lunch, Weekdays, 10-5.

1627 Darby Dr., Florence
256-764-5991

bailey@sweetbasilalabama.com
www.sweetbasilalabama.com

Eil
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The Stricklin Hotel, Y )
located in the historic =\ "J}

1946 Stricklin Building,
is the newest addition DO
to downtown Florence’s /\\
boutique hotels. It has 24
guest rooms, each with

a king-size bed. Deluxe
rooms feature beautifully
restored original windows
that overlook downtown’s
main street. There are

two event spaces, The

Belk Hudson, designed

to accommodate special
business meetings, and The
Stricklin Social, which has
exposed brick walls and
original redwood columns
that is a beautiful backdrop
to special occasions. The
first floor houses Big Bad
Breakfast restaurant, with
the basement featuring an
upscale vintage bowling
alley and gaming space.

THE
< STRICKLIN

HOTEL

Stricklin Hotel * 317 North Court Street, Florence * 256-248-9982
www.thestricklin.com

LODGING
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AWAKENING + EMPOWERING

YOU TO LIVE + LOVE LIKE JESUS
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() @wearechapelflorence @we_are_chapel




MUSIC

AIR SUPPLY
“Even the Nights Are Better”

ALABAMA

“Once Upon a Lifetime”

ALABAMA
“Old Flame”

ARETHA FRANKLIN

“Chain of Fools,” “I Never
Loved a Man (the Way I Love
You),” “Respect”

ART GARFUNKEL

“Watermark”

ARTHUR ALEXANDER
“You’d Better Move On”

ARTHUR CONLEY

“Sweet Soul Music”

BACKSTREET BOYS
“Never Gone,” “No One Else
Comes Close”

THE BAND PERRY
“Don’t Let Me be Lonely”

BILLY RAY CYRUS
“Achy Breaky Heart”

BLAKE SHELTON
“Sure Be Cool If You Did”

BLOODSTONE
“Do You Wanna Do a Thing”

BOB SEGER

“Against the Wind,” “Night Moves,”
“Rock 'n’ Roll Never Forgets,” “Old
Time Rock and Roll”

BOBBY WOMACK
“Harry Hippie,” “Lookin’ For
Love”

CARRIE UNDERWOOD
“Before He Cheats”
“Blown Away”

CLARENCE CARTER
“Patches,” “Slip Away”

CLARENCE CARTER
“Too Weak to Fight”

CRAIG MORGAN
“That’s What I Love About
Sunday”

DARRYL WORLEY
“Awful, Beautiful Live”
“I Miss My Friend”

SONGS Recorded in e Shoals*®

Here is a partial list of hit songs that were either recorded at studios in the Muscle Shoals
area, written by Shoals songwriters or recorded with studio musicians from the Shoals:

DELBERT MCCLINTON

“Givin’ It Up For Your Love”

THE DELLS

“Give Your Baby a Standing
Ovation”

DONNY OSMOND
“Go Away Little Girl,” “Sweet
and Innocent” “Hey Girl”

DR. HOOK

“Sexy Eyes,” “Sharing the Night
Together,” “When You’re In
Love with a Beautiful Woman”

EARL THOMAS CONLEY
“Holding Her and Loving You”

FLORIDA-GEORGIA LINE
“Round Here”
“Get Your Shine On”

GEORGE JONES AND TAMMY
WYNETTE
“We’re Gonna Hold On”

GLENN FREY

“Smuggler’s Blues”
“Sexy Girl”

72 EXPLORE THE SHOALS

Franklin

HEARTLAND
“I Loved Her First”

HOLLIS DIXON & THE KEYNOTES
“Paper Boy”

JAMES & BOBBY PURIFY
“I'm Your Puppet”

JIMMY BUFFETT

“Bama Breeze”

JIMMY HUGHES
“Steal Away”

JOE TEX
“Hold What You Got”

JOHN MICHAEL MONTGOMERY

“I Swear”

JOHNNY TAYLOR

“I Believe in You (You Believe
in Me)”

KENNY CHESNEY
“Ain’t Back Yet”

KENNY CHESNEY &
TIM MCGRAW
“Feel Like a Rock Star”



LEANN RIMES

“Commitment”

LENNY LEBLANG AND PETE
CARR
“Falling”

LONESTAR
“I'm Already There”

LUKE BRYAN

“Drunk on You”

LUTHER INGRAM
“If Loving You is Wrong (I

Don’t Want to Be Right)”

MAC DAVIS

“Baby Don’t Get Hooked
on Me,” “Stop and Smell the
Roses”

McGraw

MARY MACGREGOR

“Torn Between Two Lovers”

MILLIE JACKSON
“Feelin’ Bitchy,” “Get It Outcha
System”

MINDY MCREADY
“Guys Do it (All the Time)”

OAK RIDGE BOYS

“Bobbie Sue,” “I Guess it Never
Hurts to Hurt Sometime,”
“American Made”

THE OSMONDS
“One Bad Apple,”
“Sweet & Innocent”

PAM TILLIS

“Deep Down”

PAUL SIMON

“Loves Me Like a Rock,” “Still
Crazy After All These Years,”
“Kodachrome”

PERCY SLEDGE

“When a Man Loves a Woman”

R.B. GREAVES

“Take a Letter Maria”

REBA MCENTIRE
“The Fear of Being Alone”

ROD STEWART
“Tonight’s the Night”

THE ROLLING STONES
“Wild Horses,” “You Gotta
Move,” “Brown Sugar”

RUSHLOW
“I Can’t Be Your Friend”

SAILCAT

“Motorcycle Mama”
Sanford & Townsend
“Smoke from a Distant Fire”

SAWYER BROWN
“Treat Her Right,” “This Time,”
“Thank God For You”

SHENANDOAH
“I Got You,” “Rock My Baby,”
“Ghost in This House”

SONS OF THE DESERT

“Whatever Comes First”

STAPLE SINGERS
“Come Go With Me,” “I'll Take
You There,” “Respect Yourself”

TEMPTATIONS
“A Song for You,” “House Party”

T.G. SHEPPARD
“Strong Heart,” “One For the
Money”

THELMA HOUSTON
“Any Way You Like It”

TIM MCGRAW

“Some Things Never Change”
“One of Those Nights”

TRAVIS TRITT
“Modern Day Bonnie and
Clyde”

TYLER FALL
“Redneck Crazy”

WAYLON JENNINGS
“We Had it All”

WILLIE NELSON
“Bloody Mary Morning”

WILSON PICKETT

“Don’t Knock My Love,” “Land
of 1,000 Dances,” “Mustang
Sally”

Carter
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Shoals boasts many

well-known celebrities.

From Grammy-award winning musicians,

songwriters and producers to world-known fashion
designers to sports figures to history changers

and politicians, many influential personalities

past and present have ties to the Shoals area and

can be seen from time to time in the area.

GARY BAKER

The local singer, songwriter and
producer won a Grammy in 1994
for co-writing the No. 1 crossover
hit, “I Swear” and in 2001 co-wrote
Lonestar’s No. 1 country hit, “I'm
Already There” and Alabama’s No. 1

country hit, “Once Upon a Lifetime.”

Baker also has worked with stars
Reba McEntire, LeAnn Rimes, Mac
Davis, Marie Osmond, Nick Lachey,
Jessica Simpsons, the Backstreet
Boys and 98 Degrees.

His Florence recording studio,
Noiseblock, has a partnership with
the University of North Alabama to
teach students recording arts.

Stewart Cink

oy
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NATALIE CHANIN

The Florence native is a renowned
fashion designer whose line of
clothing, Alabama Chanin, is
highlighted by uniqueness and
hand-sewn detail.

Chanin’s clothing line continues to
have a focus on the environment.
Many of her projects come from
recycled T-shirts.

She returned to Florence to work
in the fine hand-stitching that’s a
signature of her clothing line.

Her clothing sells to high-end stores
such as Barney’s in New York. Her
clothing has also been featured in
various national and international
fashion magazines.

Chanin also created The School

of Making, which provides
inspirational workshops and
experiences.

STEWART CINK

A veteran among the professional
golf ranks, Cink has eight
Professional Golf Association Tour
wins, including the 2009 British
Open.

The Bradshaw High School
graduate and Florence native turned
professional in 1995 after graduating
from Georgia Tech University. He
joined the PGA Tour in 1997 and
collected more than $43 million in
earnings during his career.

He also has been a part of four
Presidents Cup, five Ryder Cup and
two World Cub teams.

Jason Isbell

JASON ISBELL

The Greenhill native has six
Grammy Awards to his credit,
including the latest one in 2024.
Isbell and his band The 400 Unit
took home two Grammys in 2024
when their album “Weathervanes”
won for Best Americana Album,
and a track from the album, “Cast
Iron Skillet,” won for Best American
Roots Song.

Isbell and The 400 Unit’s first
Grammy win came in 2016 when
they received the award for Best
Americana Album for “Something
More Than Free,” and the Best



American Roots Song for the track
“24 Frames.”

Two years later, Isbell and the band
won the Best Americana Album for
“The Nashville Sound” and Best
American Roots Song for “If We
Were Vampires.”

A former member of the Drive-By
Truckers, Isbell’s star began to rise
after the release of “Southeastern” in
2014, the same year he won three
awards from the Americana Music
Association.

In 2023, HBO debuted “Running
With Our Eyes Closed,” a
documentary that follows the
making of Jason Isbell’s 2020 album
“Reunions.”

RICK HALL (1932-2018)

Hall was the founder of FAME
Recording Studies and the
acknowledged “Father of Muscle
Shoals Music.”

He was featured in the 2013
documentary “Muscle Shoals,” which
was the same year he received

the Grammy Trustees Awards by
the Recording Academy, which
recognized his success in the music

business.

Beginning in 1961, Hall produced
and/or engineered some of the most
memorable songs of the second
half of the 20th Century, including
Wilson Pickett’s “Mustang Sally,”
Clarence Carter’s “Patches,” Etta
James’ “Tell Mama” and Aretha

Rick Hall

Franklin’s “I Never Loved a Man (the
Way I Love You).”

In the 1970s, he moved into pop
and country, and scored hits with
the Osmonds, Mac Davis, Bobbie
Gentry, Shenandoah and others.
Kent Records of England issued a
four-disc boxed set of Hall’s 1960s
and 1970s FAME recordings in 2011.
Hall’s autobiography, “The Man
From Muscle Shoals: My Journey
From Shame to Fame,” was released
in 2015.

FAME remains an active studio today
as his son Rodney Hall carries on
the tradition.

W.C. HANDY (1873-1958)

William Christopher Handy was
born in a log cabin in west Florence
in 1873 and is the namesake for
“The W.C. Handy Music Festival,”
which is the Shoals’ largest annual
event, which runs for some 10 days
starting in late July.

The man who became known as
the “Father of the Blues” left the
area at a young age and went on
to compose the “St. Louis Blues”
and other jazz songs such as “Beale

2

oin us for lunch Wednesday . Saturday, 11 am

—

- 3 pm and treat yourself to

burgers, BBQ, salads, sandwiches, desserts, and more.

Dinner Wednesday - Saturday, 5 p B pm

. Fresh, delicious oysters, fish, shrimp,
lobster, steaks that are grilled to perfection, and delicious appetizers and desserts.
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Street Blues” and “Memphis Blues.”
Handy’s talents and efforts helped create and popularize
the blues.

HELEN KELLER (1880-1968)

Most likely the most famous resident of the Shoals, Keller
was known as “The First Lady of Courage.”

Keller, who was born and raised in Tuscumbia, became
blind and deaf at a young age from an illness that many
believed to have been scarlet fever.

In 1887, her family hired Anne Sullivan to teach Keller.
The association with Sullivan changed Keller from a wild
and unruly child.

She went on to accomplish many things, graduating

from Radcliffe College and becoming famous worldwide.
People around the world visit her birthplace, Ivy Green in
Tuscumbia.

Tuscumbia’s annual Helen Keller Festival is held in late
June to coincide with her June 27 birthday.

HOWELL HEFLIN (1921-2005)

The Tucumbian who died in 2005 served as an Alabama
U.S. senator from 1979 to 1997. He was a member of the
Judiciarly Committee and was heavily involved in hearings
on nominees to the U.S. Supreme Court, including the
highly publicized Clarence Thomas hearings.

Heflin also served as chief justice of the Alabama Supreme
Court and wrote a judicial article that modernized
Alabama’s courts. Known as “the judge,” he was a popular
senator who won three elections with wide margins

of victory and was a Democrat with a reputation of
bipartisanship.

Heflin was a 1st lieutenant in the U.S. Marine Corps
during World War II and was awarded the Silver Star and
two Purple Hearts.

GEORGE LINDSEY (1928-2012)

Lindsey, who will always be best known for his role
as Goober on “The Andy Griffith Show,” was a former
quarterback for the football team at Florence State

George
Lindsey




Teachers College, which today is the
University of North Alabama.

The annual George Lindsey/UNA
Film Festival is named in his honor
at UNA, where he established

the George Lindsey Academic
Scholarships.

MAG MCANALLY

The Red Bay native and Sheffield
resident has been recognized as
the Country Music Association’s
Musician of the Year 10 times.
McAnally has recorded 15 albums
and was a member of Jimmy
Buffett’s touring Coral Reefer Band,
producing several of Buffett’s
albums, including the No. 1 “License
to Chill,” and has written numerous
songs for Buffett. Many singers
have recorded McAnally’s songs,
including Alabama, which took his
“Old Flame” to No. 1 in 1981.

MITCH MCCONNELL

A native of Sheffield, McConnell
moved to Kentucky and is the
longest-serving Senate party leader
in American history, having served
a total of nine stints either as Senate

Sam Phillips

majority and minority leader since
2006.

TIME Magazine has named him one
of the 100 Most Influential People in
the World three times.

He is married to Elaine 1. Chao, who
has served as secretary of labor and
secretary of transportation.

0ZZIE NEWSOME

The Leighton native gained the
nickname “The Wizard of Oz” for his
ability to make circus catches. Upon
retiring from playing the game,
Newsome became a wizard in the
front office.

A Leighton native, he played for
Colbert County High School, the
University of Alabama and the
Cleveland Browns. The tight end
ultimately was inducted into the
National Football League Hall of
Fame.

Newsome later became general
manager of the Baltimore Ravens,
making him the first African-
American to become an NFL general
manager.

SAM PHILLIPS (1923-2003)
Credited with discovering Elvis
Presley, Phillips will forever be
known as the “Father of Rock ‘n’
Roll.” The Florence native is the
founder of Sun Records in Memphis.
In 1953, Phillips discovered Presley,
and also is credited with launching
the careers of Johnny Cash, Jerry
Lee Lewis, B.B. King, Carl Perkins

A
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2415 Helton Drive, Suite A Florence, AL 35630 256.349.5253
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and Roy Orbison.

The Sam Phillips Music Celebration is held annually in
the Shoals to honor Phillips and his legacy.

In 2017, CMT created a series titled “Sun Records.” The
two-year series was based on Phillips and the stories of
the studio.

QUEEN

The grandmother of “Roots” author Alex Haley lived
and worked for several years on the Forks of Cypress
Plantation, which was owned by the Jackson family,

just north of Florence. She was the illegitimate and
unacknowledged daughter of James Jackson III and his
slave, Easter.

Queen was highlighted in the 1993 CBS movie, “Alex
Haley’s Queen,” which starred Halle Berry as Queen.
Haley began writing the book about his grandmother but
died before it was finished. The book was completed by
David Stevens, a friend of Haley’s.

BILLY REID

An internationally recognized fashion designer known

to give classic American designs subtle modern twists
with nods to Southern gentility, Reid owns and operates
his headquarters and design studio on Court Street in
downtown Florence.

The Florence location is among 12 stores, including ones
in New York, Chicago, New Orleans, Dallas and Nashville.
He has partnerships with upscale retailers, including
Bergdorf Goodman and Bloomingdale’s.

After living in New York, Reid, a native of Amite,
Louisiana, whose wife, Jeanne, is from Florence, moved to
north Alabama in 2002. He opened his flagship shop and
studio, Pickett Place, before moving into the Court Street
location in 2009.

DRED SCOTT (C.1799-1858)
The man whose name is synonymous with the earliest
civil rights battles lived in Florence as a slave in 1820



with Peter Blow and worked in a
hotel that Blow owned. Scott lived
in Florence until 1830 when he and
Blow moved to St. Louis. In 1846,
Scott sued for his freedom, claiming
he should be free since he had lived
on free soil.

The case went to the U.S. Supreme
Court, which ruled against him in
1857. Historians say the Dred Scott
case widened the gap between the
North and the South and brought
the nation closer to the Civil War.

PERCY SLEDGE (1940-2015)

The Leighton native became known
worldwide in 1966 when the song,
“When a Man Loves a Woman,” was
released and moved up the music
charts to No. 1. It was No. 53 in the
list of Rolling Stone magazine’s 500
greatest songs of all time.

Sledge recorded other songs such as
“Warm and Tender Love,” “It Tears
Me Up” and “Take Time to Know
Her.” He is recognized as one of the
artists who helped make Muscle
Shoals music world famous.

T.S. STRIBLING (1881-1965)

The Pulitzer Prize-winning graduate
of Florence Normal School, which
now is the University of North
Alabama, wrote 16 novels, but is
best known for a trilogy of books
set in and around Florence.

The second novel in that trilogy,
“The Store,” won the 1933 Pulitzer
for fiction.

THE MUSCLE SHOALS
RHYTHM SECTION
The group, made up of Barry

Beckett, Roger Hawkins, David
Hood and Jimmy Johnson, was a
house band, working backup for
music artists coming through the
Shoals in the 1960s and 1970s, the
heyday of the Muscle Shoals Music
Scene.

The group was featured in the 2013
documentary “Muscle Shoals” about
FAME Studios and Muscle Shoals
Sound Studio.

The group has appeared on classic
recordings by top-named artists.
They began their career at Rick
Hall’s FAME Studios, appearing with
Wilson Pickett, Aretha Franklin,
Clarence Carter, Arthur Conley and
Etta James.

In 1969, with the support of
Atlantic Records and producer Jerry
Wexler, they opened Muscle Shoals
Recording Studios at 3614 Jackson
Highway in Sheffield.

There, the group worked with

R.B. Greaves, The Rolling Stones,
Paul Simon, Bob Seger, The Staple
Singers, Willie Nelson, Leon Russell,
Rod Stewart and Lynyrd Skynyrd,
among a list of others.

It was Lynyrd Skynyrd’s adoration
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of them that moved the band to
include a nod to the Swampers in
their hit, “Sweet Home, Alabama.”
David Hood remains the last living
member of the group. Barry Beckett
died in 2009, Jimmy Johnson in
2019 and Roger Hawkins in 2021.

FRED THOMPSON (1942-2015)

An actor and former U.S. Senator
who once ran for president,
Thompson was born in then Colbert
County Hospital (now Helen Keller
Hospital) in Sheffield. He lived

a short time with his family on
Colbert Heights Mountain before
moving to Lawrenceburg, Tennessee,
where he was raised. He attended
the University of North Alabama
before transferring to Memphis
State.

Thompson was a U.S. senator
representing Tennessee from 1994-
2002 and ran unsuccessfully as a
Republican presidential candidate in
2008.

An attorney by profession, he
served on the minority council of
the Senate Watergate Committee.

He became an actor and appeared

. J:%f#
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in numerous movies and television
series, maybe best known as Arthur
Branch, the district attorney in
NBC’s “Law and Order.”

ED YEILDING

The time was 68 minutes, 17
seconds. The day was March 6,
1990. That is when the Florence
native and resident flew an SR-71
“Blackbird” jet coast to coast, setting
a record that remains intact today.
The average speed during that trip
was 2,189.94 mph. Lt. Col. Yeilding
shattered the old coast-to-coast
record of 3 hours, 38 minutes, set 27
years earlier.

BILL YOAST (1924-2019)

Yoast grew up in Florence, attended
Coffee High School and loved the
game of football. He eventually
got into high school coaching and
gained national fame in 1971.

That was the year integration
combined two schools in Virginia,
where Yoast was coaching. Yoast
found himself going from head
coach at Alexandria High School to
assistant at the new T.C. Williams

John Paul White

High School.

Yoast, who is white, bonded with
black head coach Herman Boone,
and that friendship and working
relationship led the team to the
state championship. The season
and the team, along with Yoast and
Boone, inspired the 2000 hit movie,
“Remember the Titans.”

JOHN PAUL WHITE

The Florence resident was formerly
part of The Civil Wars, teaming with
Joy Williams, of Nashville. The duo
won Grammy awards in consecutive
years. The songwriting and singing
partners made numerous television
appearances, released the best-
selling “Barton Hollow” album and
had surprise concert appearances
with Taylor Swift, one of their most
ardent fans.

White continues to write music and
some of his songs were used in the
ABC television show, “Nashville.”
Today, he is a partner in the
Florence-based Single Lock Records
and continues writing and touring.




DRIVE-BY TRUCKERS

Florence native Patterson Hood
and Tuscumbia native Mike
Cooley have been performing
together for decades, but

The Drive-By Truckers is
where they made their mark.
The band, which today also
includes Jay Gonzalez, Matt
Patton and Brad Morgan, has
had well-known previous
members including Spooner
Oldham and Jason Isbell. The
Drive-By Truckers have become
a Southern rock institution

and are back together and
embarking on a 2024 tour.

THE SECRET SISTERS

The Greenhill sisters Laura
Rogers and Lydia Slagle have
become well-known and
respected, were nominated
for Grammys in 2021 for Best
American Roots Song for
“Cabin,” and Best Folk Album
their album, “Saturn Return.”

JOSH WILLINGHAM
Willingham enjoyed a long
Major League Baseball career
from 2004-2014 that saw

him collect nearly 1,000 hits,
including 195 home runs.
Primarily an outfielder,

he played for the Marlins,
Nationals, A’s, Twins and
Royals. In 2012, he hit 35
homers and 110 runs batted
in with the Twins, earning an
American League Silver Slugger
Award in the outfield.

While at UNA from 1998-2000
he tied or broke 14 school
records.

Today, the former Mars Hill
High School and University
of North Alabama standout

is better known around his
old high school as Coach
Willingham, ever since taking
over the baseball program in
2021.

380 Seville St., Florence (next to Kohl’s)
256-767-6389 * www.woodfloorstore.net

f
“North Alabama’s #1 Full Service Flooring Store”
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Myths & Legends

DETROIT, ALABAMA STYLE

Could you imagine this place as
the automobile hub of the world?

Well, in 1921, Henry Ford and
Thomas Edison came to the Shoals
with a vision of making the area a
huge metropolis. Ford said it would
become the “Detroit of the South.”

He wanted to build a factory that
would employ as many as 1 million
workers. Ford envisioned a city 75
miles long.

He offered to buy Wilson Dam,
but that was turned down by
Congress, which later formed the
Tennessee Valley Authority to
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develop the dam and the TVA river
system.

At the time, residents were
disappointed the Detroit vision
didn’t work out, but most say today
they are thankful the Shoals was
able to maintain its small-town
traits.

There still is a hint of Ford’s
visions, however. Many of Muscle
Shoals’ main streets are named after
major Detroit streets.

SPOOKINESS
If you like to get spooked, you’re
at the right place. The Shoals is full

of ghost stories to make your spine
tingle.

One popular tale is about Mrs.
Winston, who was killed in a
tornado at her home, which today is
a historic building on Deshler High
School’s campus in Tuscumbia.

Mrs. Winston’s ghost has been
known to peer out the window at
passersbys, and it’s a tradition to
leave her an invitation at the house
if you are going to have an event
there, lest she haunt the gathering.

Another ghost story is of a child
who was Kkilled after being bitten by
a rabid dog.

Henry Ford and Thomas Edison stand on the platform of
a train leaving the East Florence train station Dec. 23, 1921.
Photo by G.W_Landrum. Courtesy of Jerry Landrum Collection.



For a few years the home was the
location of an off-campus bookstore
across from the university until it
moved toward the intersection of
Pine Street and Wood Avenue.

Many students, employees and
owners tell of sightings of the girl’s
ghost, which sometimes asks, “Have
you seen my dog?”

In fact, there are so many

Photo taken on March 8,-1934, by W:N. Manging.for the‘
Historical American Buildings Survey, of the'Winston* %
home in Tuscumbia. (Pheto from HABS)

stories that historic ghost tours are
available in downtown Florence
and Tuscumbia in October.

THE SINGING RIVER

If you like music, you’ve come
to the right place. The Shoals has a
long history of musical influence,
with countless Billboard Top 40 hits
recorded in the area throughout the
years.

Perhaps a story passed down
through the centuries by American
Indians who settled in the area
foreshadowed that success.

American Indians gave the portion
of the Tennessee River that runs
through here the nickname “Singing
River.”

The story goes that the name
was created because the shoals in
the river were so abundant that a
hard breeze would produce a noise
as it traveled over them. The noise
sounded musical.

It is said that the river continued
to “sing” after American Indians fell
victim to forced federal government
relocations in the 1800s. The singing
river was beckoning them back home.

Instead of thinking outside the
box, think inside the box...

SALES & RENTAL

Offering Storage Containers,
Dry Van Storage or Custom Builds

We accommodate any
situation you may have with a
fully customized container with a
kitchen and bedroom. We have
skilled fabricators building here

Decatur Containers
Local (Jason Cato)

256-751-3800

(Select Option #2)

sales@decaturcontainers.com
decaturcontainers.com

on-site to ensure a quality product.

EXPLORE THE SHOALS 83



The Legislature was so moved by
the tale that it named the newest
bridge across the Shoals the “Singing
River Bridge.”

MUSSEL/MUSCLE SHOALS

There remains disagreement
about the origin of the name Muscle
Shoals, one of the “Quad Cities” in
the area.

Some say it’s another spelling for
the river’s mussels, which is why
the city should have been spelled
“Mussel Shoals.”

Others claim it honors those
whose labor helped build the
area through their hard work and
muscle, hence “Muscle Shoals.”

Either way, the official name
remains Muscle Shoals.

LEGENDARY ROBBER

One of the most infamous
criminals in our nation’s history
once came calling to the Shoals.

Jesse James and his gang hit
the area on March 11, 1881 and
made off with $5,200 in federal
paychecks.

Jesse James o S
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Jesse and Frank James and
company robbed a Muscle Shoals
Canal paymaster of the checks
shortly after the paymaster had
gone into Florence for the money.
The robbery, near Killen in
Lauderdale County, involved three
men on horseback who confronted
the paymaster and took the federal
money.

HAIL TO THE VISITORS

No fewer than six U.S. presidents
have visited the Shoals. William
McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, John
F. Kennedy and Jimmy Carter visited
during their presidential terms.

Rutherford Hayes was here as a
Civil War Union officer and Andrew
Jackson encamped here during the
War of 1812.

SWAMP THINGS

One of rock ‘n’ roll’s best-known
anthems, “Sweet Home, Alabama,”
not only pays homage to the state,
but to a group of talented musicians
from the Shoals.

When Lynyrd Skynyrd sings the
line, “Now Muscle Shoals has got
the Swampers,” in the song, the
band is speaking of the musicians
who helped record hit after hit
in the 1970s, including some for
Skynyrd.

Those recordings helped
members of Skynyrd and the
Swampers form tight bonds.
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“MOUNTAIN” TOM MEETS
HIS MATCH

If you find the occasion to
drive across the easternmost
portion of Tennessee Street in
Florence, you supposedly are
taking part in a plan hatched
in the late 1800s to prove one
of the area’s most notorious
villains wrong.

“Mountain” Tom Clark
had committed about every
heinous crime imaginable in
the area during those days. The
story goes that he finally was
captured and scheduled to be
hanged, but that wasn’t good
enough for local residents, who
lynched him and buried him
under what became Tennessee
Street.

They chose that spot for a
purpose: it was and continues
to be one of the most-traveled
roads in the area, thus making
Clark’s well-known boast —
“No one will ever run over
Mountain Tom Clark” —
wrong.

A historic market at the
Florence City Cemetery at that
stretch of road describes the
incident.

LONG LIVE THE KING

There were plenty of Elvis
sightings in Sheffield, even
before the singer became a
national icon. Elvis Presley
was a regular at Sheffield
Community Center, where he
honed his skills.

The center had a reputation
at the time as an important
spot to reach in order to
achieve stardom. Jerry Lee
Lewis, Johnny Cash and Carl
Perkins are others who played
at the center, which today has
been remodeled into Park
Place retirement center on
North Montgomery Avenue.

It also was common to see
Elvis spend leisure time in
town, with the old Woody-
Mac Drive-In among the spots
where he would pull in his
pink Cadillac.

This 195 photo povided by RCA Victor shows Elvis Presley.

5889321
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ASSISTED LIVING

3275 County Road 47,
Florence, AL 35630

Call for more information
Laura Fithian - Executive Director
Amanda Simpson - Sales Manager

256-740-6999
Assisted Living At Its Best!
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OUTDOORS

CAMPGROUNDS

The Shoals offers plenty of sites for 4
primitive and RV camping, many of which

are along the beautiful Tennessee River. ~- 0

BRUSH CREEK PARK

Lauderdale 14, near Waterloo

Brush Creek Park in Lauderdale County now has

12 new camping sites for recreational vehicles, an
additional picnic pavilion, an additional bathhouse,
and restroom facilities. All of the facilities will be
handicapped-accessible. There also are boat ramps at
the campground that provide easy access to the water
for campers and fishing enthusiasts. Open from April
through late October. Thirty-day maximum stay.
256-760-5878 or 256-760-5750

COLBERT ALLOYS PARK AND CAMPGROUND

180 Alloys Park Lane, Muscle Shoals

Located on Wilson Lake, has RV, tent and primitive
camping; electricity; water; sewage and dump station;
bathhouse; and boat ramp. The park is open year round.
256-577-9619

COLBERT ROSE TRAIL
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19395 Riverton Rose Trail, Cherokee

Located on Pickwick Lake, the grounds include tent and

> camping, electricity, water, dump station, piers,
bathrooms, showers and seasonal boat ramps.
2 6-360-2764
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HERITAGE ACRES RV PARK
1770 Neil Morris Road, off U.S. 72, Tuscumbia
The park offers RV campsites with full hookups,
coin laundry, bath house, free cable television, free
WiFi. Daily, weekly and monthly rates are available,
and big rigs and pets are welcome. 256-383-7368;
heritageacresrvpark.com.

HIDDEN CREEK CAMPGROUND
1552 Woodmont Drive, Tuscumbia
Located 2 miles from downtown Tuscumbia, it has back-
in and pull-thru sites with full hookups available. There
is a laundry room with five washers and dryers along
with a men’s and women’s bathhouse with five showers
each. The lodge is also available to rent for functions
like birthday parties, reunions, etc. 256-320-5097;
hiddencreekcamping.com

TUSCUMBIA RV PARK

18260 U.S. 72, Tuscumbia

A park with 24 RV spots located about 7 miles west of

Tuscumbia. Full hookups with electricity, water, sewage,
WIiFi, free laundry and shower building. The park is
open year round. 256-383-2363 or 800-930-7275, or
TuscumbiaRvPark.com.

Photo by Mertro.



WILSON DAM ROCK PILE CAMPGROUND
663 Rock Pile Road, Muscle Shoals
A self-service campground opens mid-March through mid-
November with 23 campsites. Rest rooms with heated
showers and flush toilets, picnic tables and grills, boat
ramps above and below the dam, lake and river fishing,
hiking trail (10 miles), walking trail, nature area, wildlife
viewing area, bird watching and bicycling. 800-882-5263;
tva.gov/river/recreation/camping.htm#wilson.

MCFARLAND PARK
Alabama 20, Florence
The park has 60 campsites open year round with electrical
and water connections. It also has rest rooms, bathhouse
and laundry facilities. The park is conducive to tent
camping. 256-740-8817.

Brush Creek Park, nearaterloo.

Recreatlonal camping at McFarland Park

JOE WHEELER STATE PARK
Rogersville
This state park offers resort facilities with a lodge, cabins,
restaurant, fishing, golf, swimming, tennis, convention and
banquet facilities and boat slips and marina. The upgraded
campsites offer all amenities and primitive sites as well.
256-247-1184; joewheeler.park@dcnr.alabama.gov.

WHEELER RESERVATION CAMPGROUND
Alabama 101, east end of Wheeler Dam
Campground has 30 camping sites open from mid-
March through late October. With water and electrical
connections, the park has a free dumping station,
bathhouse and a fishing pier for campers. Camping fee
charged. First-come, first-serve basis with a maximum 30-
day stay. No reservations. 256-760-5878 or 256-760-5750.

Wheeler Campground near Wheeler Dam.

MILNER A RUSHING
HOME CARE

Familiar Faces,
Expert Care
Monday-Friday 8 am - 5 pm
869 Florence Blvd., Florence
256-764-4700

202 W. Avalon Ave.,
Muscle Shoals
256-386-5220

CPAPS, OXYGEN, HOSPITAL BEDS,
LIFT CHAIRS, WHEELCHAIRS,

WALKERS AND MORE

MILNER W@ RUSHING

PROFESSIONAL COMPOUNDING PHARMACY

Milner Rushing is proud to offer
non-sterile compounding services
for human and pet prescriptions.

As a compounding pharmacy we
are able to personalize dosage
forms of medications based on
you and your doctor’s preferences
and/or restrictions.

Familiar Faces, Expert Care
Monday-Friday 8 am - 5 pm

869 Florence Blvd., Florence
256-764-4700

592948-1
—
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, Thebest 18 hr les

in the SNC

Story by Gregg Dewalt
Photos by Matt McKean and Patrick Hood

A a—

One of Robert Trent Jones Sr.’s integral golf design
philosophies was that it should be hard to make a par
and easier to make a bogey on any given hole.

That design influence can be found on three of
Alabama’s best golf courses located in the Shoals
— Turtle Point Yacht and Country Club, and the self-
named Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail’s the Shoals
Fighting Joe and Schoolmaster layouts.

Turtle Point, annually ranked among the top five
courses in the state, was designed by Jones. Fighting
Joe and Schoolmaster were the brainchild of Jones’
protégé Roger Rulewich, who did the majority of the
architecturally acclaimed Trail designs.

Why is that little bit of history important? Because
those three courses contain the bulk of what a panel
of local experts consider the best 18 holes in the
Shoals.

But Jones’ philosophy, while perhaps forged from

~his mentors, isn’t the gospel of golf architecture.
Every great designer has their own ideas for
“architecture. So do most players.

-~

Photo by Mertro.
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So, what makes a great
golf hole? Jeff Neuman,
editor of Met Golfer
magazine, offered insight
in an email response.

“A great golf hole
should be a challenge to
the mind and body, and
a delight to the senses. It
should have a strategic
element, offer more
than one way to play it,
and fit pleasingly in the
landscape. Some would
say it should look as
though it was discovered
rather than built; for
others, it’s like the joke
about honesty and
sincerity being the key
to success in Hollywood
(‘As long as you can fake
that, you’ve got it made’)
— artfully manufactured
surroundings can serve
just as well.”

Many of the great holes
are what Donald Ross
called half-par holes:

potentially driveable
par—4s, reachable par- Robert Trent Jones at the Shoals has stunning views of the Tennessee River.
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BETHANY ELLISON
MALONIE,
ATTORNEY AT LAW

503 WEST MAIN STREET
TUSCUMBIA, AL 35674

256-383-9444

WWW.BETHANYELLISONMALONE.COM

o Wills

o Probate

* Wooded lots on prlvate coves

. f; N & s Versatile lots to suit yo custo !;m
« Estate Plannlng * Easy access to the water - ;

e Waterfront & interior lots available

e General Practice
VALLEY PROPERTIES

m valleypropertiesal.com
Becky Mauldin | 256-764-9212

587358-1
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5s, long fours where
the prudent play might
be to lay up on the
second shot. Holes that
force decisions plant
the seeds of doubt in a
golfer’s mind, and those
seeds often sprout at the
top of the backswing.
For Tom Doak, “The
best holes tend to be
the ones that play into
the most interesting
greens.” Whether
through size, tilt,
contour, or surrounding
hazards, they offer
challenges that affect
the golfer all the way
back to the tee. He once
told an associate, “If
(you) made the green
look as different as
possible from opposite
sides of the fairway, that
would be a great start to
an interesting hole.”
University of North
Alabama golf coaches
Cullen Carstens and Neil
Self, UNA senior golfer
Jackson Wedgeworth,
Blackberry Trail’s Jason
Vaughn, Cypress Lakes’
Scott Arndt and Les
Holcombe, formerly of
Turtle Point, compiled
a list of their favorite
local holes from
seven courses based
on aesthetics, shot
value and playability.
Panelists were asked
to consider each of the
holes from the middle
tees to reflect where
the majority of the
general public plays
from, although back
tees were considered
in some instances. The

90 EXPLORE THE SHOALS

preliminary list featured
48 holes.

From there, the list
was pared down to
reflect which holes
received the most votes.
Par-3s were heavily
favored among the
panelists, with seven
among the top vote-
getters. However, to
more closely reflect a
traditional 18-hole, par-
72 course, the list was
separated into par-3s,
par-4s and par-5s, and
from there the top holes
were selected to form
the Shoals Dream 18.

The front nine plays
to 3,630 yards from the
middle tees and features
water on five holes.

Dream 18:The Back Nine
After traversing a
difficult outward nine
holes of the Shoals’
Dream 18, the back nine
features spectacular
views with fun holes
and a sprinkling of
danger at every turn.
The yardage on
the back nine softens
considerably once you
get past the front’s
daunting 3,600-plus
yards. The Dream 18’s
back nine plays to a
modest 3,159 yards from
the middle tees with
multiple chances for
birdies. Dial in your iron
play and get your putter
working, and a sub-par
score is easily
attainable. -

Make a few errors or
get distracted by the
scenery and a good
round can quickly go
south.

The back nine starts
with a par-3 — No.

18 on Fighting Joe at
the Robert Trent Jones
Golf Trail the Shoals.
Scott Arndt, the former
director of golf at the
RT]J facility who now
manages Cypress Lakes,
calls it the best finishing
hole on the trail.

Players need to show
off their ability to shape
shots with their driver,
needing a draw on one
hole and a high fade
on the next. The back
nine also features a pair
of risk-reward par-5s, a
long, difficult par-3 and
a smattering of fun short
par-4s.

It ends with another
spectacular view of
Wilson Lake and a
devilish short iron into
the 18th green at Turtle
Point.

Turtle Point, No. 13, Par 4
336/359 yards
Neil Self says: I've

seen good players hit
irons off the tee but I'll
always use a driver. If
the greens are firm, it’s
one of the trickiest little
wedge shots around. Hit
the fairway and a solid
little nipper you’ll have
a good look at birdie.

Anything less and you
probably won’t keep it
on the green.

Former TimesDaily
sports editor Gregg
Dewalt, avid golfer,
says: This is just a
tremendous short
par-4 with multiple
options from tee to
green. You can bomb
a driver as close to the
green as possible or
hit something less and
leave a longer, yet more-
full shot into a shallow
green that is hard to
hold. On paper, it
looks like a birdie hole.
In reality, it’s a tough
second shot to a green
that is tough to hold
and par is an acceptable
score.

Schoolmaster, No. 16, Par 3
146/157 yards

Neil Self says:
Beautifully carved out
little par 3. Interesting
green in both shape
and severity. Triangle
green makes for good
variation.

Gregg Dewalt says:
This is a hole that really
fits a person’s eye. Every
time I play this hole
with friends, I feel as if
I could see a hole-in-
one because you have
a short iron in your
hands. That only adds to
the thrill factor.



Turtle Point, No. 5, Par 5
493/566 yards

Cullen Carstens says:
If you enjoy working the
ball from left to right,
this hole is for you. From
the white tees, players
can either hit a 220-
240 shot straight away,
or hit more and try to
maneuver a cut around
the trees guarding the

corner. After the tee
shots, the rest of the hole
plays downhill with a
pond guarding the front
of the green. For the big
hitters, a well-placed
drive will leave you just a
little too far to reach the
green, but close enough
to convince you to try it.
Another hole where you
have to think your way

through every shot, the
downhill elevation must
be factored in on the
layup shot, making sure
you don’t run through
into the water. Approach
shots to the green are
usually from 80-120
yards, so make sure to
leave yourself a number

you are comfortable with.

The green has a crown

in the middle which will
run putts towards both
the front and back edges
of the green. Such a
great hole, I've seen just
as many birdies as I have
double-bogeys. Three
good shots will earn you
a par (or better), so if
you can, take 5 and be
thankful.

1091 Highway 101 | JUST BEFORE THE WHEELER DAM ON THE RIGHT

Tues. & Wed. 10 am-7 pm, Thurs.-Sat. 10 am-8 pm, Closed Sun. & Mon.

(256) 247-1203

589765-1
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Fighting Joe, No. 5, Par 3
175/193 yards

Gregg Dewalt says:
One of the few holes
on Fighting Joe with
significant elevation
change, this is another
one of the great par-3s in
the area. Water can come
into play on both sides
of the green and also
behind it, and bunkers
protect the front. Because
the tee shot is downhill,
you get to track it all
the way, wondering as
the ball flies toward the
green if you pulled the
correct club. When the
ball lands safely, you can
let out a sigh of relief.

Blackberry Trail, No. 14, Par 4
303/336 yards
Gregg Dewalt says:
This is a neat little hole
that mostly requires a
lay-up to 100 yards. The
green is divided into
two sections by a ridge
and is one of the most
perplexing on the course.
Even though a short-iron
approach should leave a
player stalking a birdie,
the slightest miss-hit can
result in the ball resting
in a watery grave and
putting double bogey in
play.

Schoolmastet, No. 2, Par 3
178/196 yards

Gregg Dewalt says:
another really fine par-3
that you face early in the
round on Schoolmaster.
This deep green can
play as much as three
more clubs depending
on the wind and the
hole location. Water
guards the front and
right side of the green
with bunkers on the left.
It’s another one of those
holes where you’ll take
par and move on.

Cypress Lakes, No. 17, Par 3
184/224 yards
Jackson Wedgeworth
says: A 230-yard carry
over water to a protected
green can be scary late

in a round. This hole
requires a great shot
and some luck to hit the
green. Many balls find
the water all around
this green. Keeping the
ball dry on this hole is a
great success.

Turtle Point, No. 10, Par 3
188/219 yards

Les Holcombe says:
No. 10 is a great par-3
because of the shape
of the green and the
placement of the four
bunkers, and it is 219
yards from on the back
tee. It can take three
different clubs depending
on the hole location. And
the back left bunker or
over the green must be
avoided.

Blackberry Trail, No. 8, Par 5
493/526 yards
Gregg Dewalt says:
The perfect ending to an
emergency nine — the
classic risk-reward par-
5. A good drive leaves a
decision — try to carve
a 3-wood or hybrid into
a narrow opening for an
eagle opportunity or lay
up and go for birdie with
a wedge or sand wedge.
There is no bailout area
if you go for it — a pull
ends up in a penalty
area and a fade ends up
in a pond guarding the
front and right side of
the green. There’s always
a little indecision in the
second shot if you go for
the green in two because
the pond extends slightly
in front of the green.

TH

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY¥

’ www.hcu.edu

FIVE DEGREES.
ONE FOCUS.

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
BACHELOR OF ARTS
MASTER OF ARTS
MASTER OF DIVINITY
MASTER OF MINISTRY

Thrive in your ministry.
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The eighth hole at Blackberry Trail is a good risk-reward par-5.
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SHOALS AREA GOLF COURSES

CYPRESS LAKES GOLF BLACKBERRY TRAIL
AND TENNIS FACILITY 112 Clubhouse Drive, Florence
1311 E. Sixth St., Muscle Shoals Pro shop: 256-740-8825
Pro shop: 256-381-1232 Public (municipal)
ROBERT TRENT JONES JOE WHEELER STATE PARK
GOLF TRAIL AT THE SHOALS 2670 Joe Wheeler State Park Road,
990 SunBelt Parkway, Ford City Rogersville
Pro shop: 446-5111 Pro shop: 256-247-9308
SPRING CREEK THE GOLF CLUB, ANDERSON

800 Woodmont Drive, Tuscumbia 2831 County Road 156, Anderson
Pro shop: 256-386-5670 Pro shop: 256-247-7890

Photo by Mertro.

Have the Wedding of Your Dreams at

U » E ARHOUSE Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail at The Shoals

Clothiers & Home Furnishings

| |
;

Z2¢:celd WEDDING

Photo by Rebekah Photography

Ladies Fashion, Shoes, Jewelry,
Furniture, & Home Decor
Open Wednesday - Saturday, 10 am - 5 pm ROBERT TRENT JONES GOLF TRAIL «# THE SHOALS

3624 Cloverdale Road, Florence * 256-767-4399 rtjgolf.com e

D87412-1

ROBERT TRENT JONES
GOLE TRAIL
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SHOAL CREEK
NATURE PRESERVE

This picturesque place is
a popular destination for
those who enjoy a walk
in the woods, horseback
riding, bicycling and bird
watching. The state-
owned, 298-acre nature
area features 4.5 miles
of trails that provide
views of cascading
streams, wildflowers,
wildlife and Shoal Creek.
The preserve features
varying habitats
including fallow

fields, mature upland
hardwood stands and
scenic creek bottoms. It
also offers opportunities
for fishing, canoeing,
picnicking, photography
and nature study.
Motorized vehicles

are only allowed in
designated parking
areas and access roads.
An additional 2 miles

of trails at the nature
area are available for
horseback riding and
bicycling.

The preserve is about 7
miles north of Florence
and 2.5 miles north of
St. Florian on Lauderdale
61. Access is available
via a gravel road off
Lauderdale 61.

ROCK SPRING
NATURE TRAIL

Located west of
Florence, this scenic trail
is a part of the Natchez
Trace Parkway.

Visitors have an
opportunity to see
beaver and other
wildlife. During the fall,
numerous hummingbirds
can be seen along the
trail, feeding on the
jewelweed that grows
around Colbert Creek.
A small natural spring
bubbles from the

rocks near a deep pool
where fish dart about.
After completing the
20-minute walk around
the loop trail, you might
be tempted to take off
your shoes and dangle

your feet in the cool
water. Vegetation and
trees change as you
move along the trail,
past the stream, and on
to a field and a rocky
hillside. Steppingstones
that provide access
across Colbert Creek
limit the opportunities for
handicapped access to
the trail.

KEY CAVE NATIONAL

WILDLIFE REFUGE
Key Cave National
Wildlife Refuge is
located southwest of
Florence and features
more than 2.5 miles
of gravel trails that
provide opportunities
for watching birds and
other wildlife. Many of
the birds seen there are
grassland species that
are not commonly found
in north Alabama.
The 1,060-acre refuge
is on Lauderdale
204. Take Alabama
20 to Lauderdale 2 in
Florence. Travel 5 miles
west and turn south on
Lauderdale 223 for 1.5
miles. Then turn west on
204 for 1/4 mile.

BANKHEAD

NATIONAL FOREST
In addition to nature
preserves, parks and
other outdoor venues in
the Shoals, Bankhead
National Forest, in
Lawrence, Winston and
Franklin counties, has
numerous trails ranging
from narrow paths
through wilderness to
a multi-use trail where
horses and all-terrain
cycles can be ridden.
The forest is a popular
destination for campers,
hikers, wildlife watchers,
horse-back riders,
canoeists and kayakers.
Alabama 33 south of
Moulton and Alabama
195 south of Haleyville
provide access to the
forest. 205-489-5111.

¢ AISA Blue Ribbon School for past twelve years
e Affordable Academic Excellence

e Area’s only independent non-parochial school
* COGNIA Accredited STEAM Academy

¢ Nurturing atmosphere and hands-on learning

e Unique and exciting Enrichment Classes and
Elective Classes

e Students have an “I-CAN-DO-IT” AND “I-CAN-
MAKE-A-DIFFERENCE” attitude

e State-of-the-Art Security System and
Ventilation System

e Built-in Safe Room

e Exciting Playgrounds and Regulation-sized
Soccer Field

2710 Darby Dr., Florence, AL
256-764-8200
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Key Cave Wildlife Refu




Cane Creek
Nature Preserve.

Rock Spring,
a Natchez

ALABAMA FOREVER
WILD SHOAL CREEK
PRESERVE,

ST. FLORIAN

This beautiful part of
Lauderdale County is
perfect for beginning
hikers, where scenic
creek bottoms and vast
woodlands comprise the
well-marked trails.
Wooden bridges
decorate the 2.4-mile
Jones Branch Loop

and 1.8-mile Lawson
Branch Loop, making
them easy to cross

and providing a rustic
atmosphere. A cave in
the area is a great place
for spelunking.

From Florence
Boulevard, turn left onto
Lauderdale 30, take first
right onto Lauderdale
47, take second left onto
Lauderdale 61, go about
2 miles and entrance
road will be on the right.

WILDWOOD PARK,
FLORENCE

Located a short
distance from historic
downtown Florence and
the University of North
Alabama, Wildwood
Park offers trails ranging
from beginner to
advanced. The park is
also ideal for mountain
biking and jogging. The
park has a picnic area.
Going south on Pine
Street, turn left onto Lion
Drive, then turn left onto
Circular Road. Continue
onto Waterloo Road,
turn left after about a
half-mile, and the park
will be on the left.

Bedford, Rogers,
Bowling, and
McReynolds, EC.

Specific Areas o Practice
for our Russellville office:
Civil Litigation ¢ Criminal Law
Domestic Relations
Commercial Litigation

| ry » Probate

T s

303 Jackson Ave. N.,
Russellville, AL

256-332-2880

587370-1

== SECURITY
. LocK & KEY

Your SEecuriTy IS
OUR Business.

42 Years Servicing
the Shoals Area.

Commercial/Residential,
Rekey, Safes, Locks,
Emergency Services 24/7

Locally owned and operated.

256-764-3349

1709 N. Wood Ave e Florence
www.shoalssecurity.com
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If you were born
after April 28, 1954,
Alabama law requires
you to obtain a
boaters license. The
Florence Flotilla of
the U.S. Coast Guard
Auxiliary offers
several classes each
year to help boaters
prepare for the
boaters license exam.

Children younger
than 12 are
prohibited from
operating boats and
personal watercraft
in Alabama. Youths
12 and 13 can obtain
an Alabama boater
safety certificate,
which allows them to
operate a boat while
being supervised
onboard by a person
21 years or older who

Boatin
Laws

has a valid Alabama
boat operators
license.

Alabama law
requires a U.S. Coast
Guard-approved
personal flotation
device be on
board boats for the
operators and all
passengers.

Children younger
than 8 are required
to wear a life jacket
at all times except
when riding inside
an enclosed cabin.
All boat operators
and passengers are
required

100 EXPLORE THE SHOALS

to wear a life

jacket while within
800 feet of the
downstream side of a
hydroelectric dam or
navigation lock.

Personal watercraft
operators and
passengers, and
anyone towed on
skies, tubes, and
wake or knee boards
must wear a life
jacket.

State law also
requires vessels more
than 16 feet
long be

equipped with a
flotation device that
can be thrown, if
needed.

The Alabama
Marine Police
recommends all
boat operators and
passengers wear a
life jacket at all times.

The local Coast
Guard Auxiliary
flotilla offers vessel
safety inspections
at area boat ramps
during the spring
and summer to help
boaters make sure
they have all required
safety equipment
onboard. For more
details, call 256-757-
4622.



GLAMPING

Eight years ago, Stacy
Rollins said she didn’t
even own a car. Now the
owner of tiny homes and
glamping resort just outside
of Rogersville, Rollins said
she’s taken charge of her
life and hopes to inspire
others who set debilitating
limitations for themselves.

Tucked away on the
beautiful bluffs of Blue
Water Creek in Elgin, Rollins
lives nearby and reflects
each night on where she’s
been and where she hopes
to be.

Her story is a harrowing
tale that involves
kidnapping, domestic
violence and other abuse,
but rather than focusing on
the dark things she’s lived
through, beginning with her
childhood in foster care,
Rollins prefers to gaze upon
her silver lining.

under the stars

Story by Chelsea Retherford e Photography by Dan Busey

She admits it wasn’t an
easy go, but with lots of
hard work, a powerful sense
of self preservation, and
above all, her faith, Rollins
said she truly believes in
happy endings.

At Wish Upon a Star
Vacation Rentals, Rollins,
her team and her guests
are encouraged to take the
name quite literally.

“I tell everybody who
stays, ‘The first star you
see, make a wish!” Because
dreams really do come true;
she said. “At one time, I
couldn’t see how I was ever
going to have something
like this. I thought it was
just something I was
fantasizing about, but it’s
happening. It’s here, and I
am very, very grateful.”

At one of Rollins’ lowest
points, she said she
experienced a “spiritual

4

- d)

awakening.”

She’d raised her four
children in church, and she
had faith in Christ, but this
time, she felt she was being
led to something and knew
it was time to focus on her
understanding and put that
faith into motion.

“I had a lot of limitations
I put on my own shoulders,”
she said. “I was always told,
‘You can’t do this,” or “You're
not that.” That added to all
those limitations I set for
myself,” she said. “By the
grace of God, this is where
I am now ... I don’t play
games at all, but like chess,
life is a game. You know,
what is my next move going
to be? I am the gatekeeper
of my life. What am I going
to allow in? What am I going
to project out?”

Rollins went to school to
become a life coach, and she

Owner Stacy Rollins sits
~for.a portrait with her dog
Mini-me at the Wish Upon
‘A 'Star Vacation Properties.

said she opened up to yoga
and meditation. Eventually,
she started a residential
cleaning service, Legacy, and
began employing women
who had experienced their
own struggles and were
trying to get back on their
feet.

“The girls love it. They
would come into work at
6 in the morning, and we
would have devotional,”
Rollins said. “We were there
to support each other,
help one another and pray
together. We would have
breakfast, and they would
go to work.”

Rollins kept the business
for about seven years until
the pandemic hit.

“I had 17 employees and
250 clients every two weeks,
but when COVID happened,
it wiped it all away,” she
said. “I was freshly divorced,
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and I'm just sitting here

in my house wondering
what I'm going to do. I'm a
people person. I like people,
and I like being very busy.”

Not knowing how long
health and stay-in-place
orders were going to last,
she began dreaming of
building and creating
something new.

“I love tiny houses,”
she said. “I always said I
wanted to build a tiny house
community, and I know
a little about decorating.

I know about running a
business.”

She said it also felt like
fate led her to the forested
paradise that would become
her tiny homes resort.

“This land wasn’t even for
sale. I found it intuitively,”

One of the tent
rentals at.the
MWistrUpon A-Star
Vacation Properties.
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she said, adding that the
property owner wasn’t yet
open to selling the entire
space apart from a small lot
that would become Rollins’
home, which she eventually
named The Scorpio after her
astrological sign.

“He said, ‘No, I'm not
selling it, but he would
keep meeting me up here
and we would take walks up
to the bank,” Rollins said.

After the two spotted a
pair of bald eagles flying
over the bluffs one day, she
said they took it as a sign.
Rollins bought the property,
got to work clearing
vegetation, leveling ground
for the foundation, and a
year later was running a
glamping resort with two
luxury bell tents, two cabins

and a glamping dome.

By January 2023, she had
all five structures listed on
Air BnB, and through her
own website, rents them
individu ally or altogether
for large parties, events and
families.

“I do promote is as a
couple’s retreat or for adult
getaways, but I have had
kids stay, and it’s quite
0.K,” Rollins added. “Most
people who have booked
have gotten a babysitter and
stayed the weekend as a
little getaway. For date night,
this is a great place.”

Rollins hopes to host yoga
retreats, family reunions,
ladies’ retreats, birthday
parties, and even weddings
on her property.

Rollins said filling the

space with friends and
families is her vision.

Even for Shoals residents,
she said the little slice of
paradise is like vacationing
right in your own back yard,
but local guests still enjoy a
relaxing get-away.

“I wanted to create a
space for families to escape
the hustle and bustle, where
they can laugh, cook out
and roast s’'mores,” she said.
“You hear the birds, see the
stars, and there is a little
creek that runs through the
property.”

Each of her rentals are
named after constellations
in the cosmos, keeping
with the “Wish Upon a
Star” theme, except for the
glamping dome, which is
named The Phoenix, as



symbol of rebirth.

Rollins said she chose
the mythical bird because
in Greek and Egyptian
mythology, the phoenix is
known for “rising out of the
ashes.”

The Phoenix dome and
a two-story cabin called
Gemini feature kitchenettes,
private bathrooms and
spacious living and sleeping
space, but all five of the
rentals feature their own
unique indoor and outdoor
amenities.

With waterfront views,
fire pits and picnicking
areas, high-speed Wi-Fi,
heating and cooling options,
and other basic and luxury
offerings, Rollins said guests
at Wish Upon a Star can
immerse themselves in
nature for brief or extended
stay without compromising
comfort and relaxation.

Now that the property is
up and running, and with
the cooler camping season
ramping up in the fall,
Rollins said she’s also gotten
Legacy back off the ground.

The business complements
her new venture, as her
employees are available
to clean each of her rental
properties in between stays.

Standing in the shade and
admiring the beautiful fruits
of her labors, Rollins is in
awe of how far she’s come.

“I didn’t know I had all
this in me,” she said, adding
that she hopes others who
feel down on their luck can
take inspiration from her
journey.

She also stresses that the

The patio to the Gemini
rental at the Wish Upon A
Star Vacation Properties.

fairytale ending does not
come without perseverance,
effort and some sacrifice.
Rollins said she invested
physically, mentally and
financially in herself to get
to the space she is in now.
“It helps when you have
support,” she said. “My
parents are a part of my life
now. I have relationships
with my dad and my
stepmom, but I did all of
this by myself because I
wanted to. I wanted to see
what I was capable of.”

Though she experienced
more than her share of
blood, sweat, and tears,
Rollins said she urges other
women and men struggling
to push forward and believe
that better things are
possible.

“When you’re in the
middle of doing it, you
can’t always see (the bigger
picture). You have to put
those things into practice,”
she said. “You know, we
all go through hard times.

I teach my employees and
anyone I can about gratitude
and how to create the reality
you would like for yourself.
You must concentrate on
what you want and claim
them with excitement. The
more you say it, the more
you believe it, the more you
can do.”

Visit
wishuponastargetaway.com
or Wish Upon a Star on
Facebook and Instagram for
more information; contact
wishuponastarprop@gmail.
com or call 256-275-0526.

At Shotglass Guns
we do firearm repair
and refinishing,
including
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e ol refurbishing.
Gunsmith, Firearm Sales & Ammo Sales

CATHEDRAL CAVERNS STATE PARKY

“Alabama’s Coolest Underground Adventure - 60 Degrees All Year Long”

OPEN YEAR ROUND
Call 256-888-0230 for tour times or visit www.alapark.com
637 Cave Road, Woodville, AL 35776

: dan.foxS{l@hotmail.com htt'p_s:'//shot'gIassguns'.us/ :

587343-1
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10 MUST-SEE SITES 6%

while visiting the Shoals

Let’s say you only have a couple of days to visit the Shoals
and you need some recommendations as to what sites to visit.

Here are our recommendations:
The Rosenbaum House, W.C. Handy home, Pope’s Tavern, FAME recording

studio, Muscle Shoals Sound Studios Museum, Ivy Green, Wilson Dam, Coon
Dog Cemetery, Spring Park and the Railroad Depot Museum in Tuscumbia.
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The Rosenbaum
House

601 Riverview Drive, Florence

This is the opportunity to
experience the work of Frank
Lloyd Wright from inside the walls
of one of the homes he designed.
The 1,540-square-foot home is
the only Wright-designed building
in Alabama. It was created in a
Usonian style that incorporates
organic simplicity by bringing in
the outdoors.
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W.C. Handy
Birthplace,
Museum & Library

620 W. College St., Florence

The small log cabin where
W.C. Handy, known as “Father
of the Blues,” was born is part
of an attraction that includes a
museum and library containing
books on Handy and his music,
as well as black history and
culture. Handy was born in the
cabin Nov. 16, 1873, and died
in New York in 1958.

"WILLIAM CHRIS HANDY

HOME - MUSEUM - LIBRARY
L N

. r 16, 1873, In this
william Christopher Haf\q.vh*nla!h011':.:3"“;“““;’:;1'_';‘:“’1“6” SRl
two-room log cabl;n, “I::ICIQSI as cabin R amantied. placed
mile nortt_n of this site. e e aditian ai thla location In
in storage, and restored to its origina A Tathor
1970. Handy grew up in Florence where his father and grandfa
were Methodist-Episcopal ministers. Early in life, he developed
a deep understanding and appreciation for religious music as per-
formed in black churches. Later. he composed and published more
than 30 spirituals. As a young man, Handy traveled widely, perform-
ing as a band leader and musician playing the trumpet and cornet.
From 1901 to 1903, he taught music at the Alabama Agricultural and
Mechanical College in Normal, Alabama. From 1903 to 1909, he
directed the Knights of Pythias Band iIn Clarksdale, Mississippl. In
1909, Handy moved to Memphis, Tennessee. There, he composed
the “Memphis Blues.” This popular work, along with the “Saint Louis
Blues,” the “Beale Street Blues,” and 37 other blues tunes, made him
an internationally prominent figure in the music world. Handy moved
to New York in 1918 and established a very successful music
publishing business. He spent the next several decades actively
Iinvolved in the music business while composing and performing.

(Continued on other side)

2013

SPRY MEMORIAL
CHAPEL

907 South Jackson Ave,
Russellville

256-332-1122

587363-1

Bonetha Massengale, CPF
Owner

We keep a history of
everything we frame.

o Upfront Pricing

o Custom Framing

« Computerized Mat Cutting
« Same Day Service Available

Serving the Shoals
for 38 Years!
Mon.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-3

3921 Cloverdale Rd. « Florence
256-766-1477
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PLACES TO SEE

Pope’s Tavern
203 Hermitage Drive, Florence

This building’s history is
intriguing, being a one-time
stagecoach stop that later
became a hospital for Union
and Confederate troops at
different times during the Civil
War. Andrew Jackson is said
to have stopped here on his
march to the Battle of New
Orleans. Today, artifacts from
the 18th and 19th century are
displayed in the home.

FAME
Recording
Studios

603 E. Avalon Ave.,
Muscle Shoals

This is a chance to visit the
place where artists such as
Aretha Franklin, Wilson Pickett,
Etta James, Otis Redding, the
Osmonds, Jerry Reed, Alabama
and Mac Davis have recorded.
All totaled, FAME has been
involved in recording or
publishing records that have
sold over 350 million copies
since opening its doors in
Florence in 1959 and later
moving across the river to
Muscle Shoals.
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Muscle Shoals
Sound Studios
Museum

3614 Jackson Highway, Sheffield

This is where The Swampers
moved to when they left FAME
Recording Studios in 1969. The
original studio closed in 1978,
but in 1999, it was purchased
and brought back to life. Artists
who recorded here included
Cher, Rod Stewart, Lynyrd
Skynyrd, Wilson Pickett, Bob
Seger, and the Rolling Stones.
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SOUTHERN PRIDE
PEST CO NTRO L FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT®

FOR HEALTHY LIVING
. FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
We Serve: T _

* Homes ® Apartments
* Restaurants ® Hospitals
* Businesses

We are a Sentricon
Authorized Firm

256-383-1890

Gertified ~ Licensed
P

&

:

Bonded « Insured :

WORKOUT WHENEVER!
YMCA OF THE SHOALS
ymcashoals.org | 256.246.9622

PESTS « TERMITES « BED BUGS
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PLACES TO SEE

Wilson
Dam

Wilson Dam Road

The mammoth dam that once
was a power supply center
for munitions plants in World
War I today is a major power
source for the Tennessee Valley
Authority. It was completed in
the early 1920s and considered
an engineering marvel for its
time.

Ivy Green

300 N. Commons St. W.,
Tuscumbia

The birthplace of Helen
Keller also is the location
where she famously learned
sign language as a child when
her teacher Anne Sullivan
repeatedly spelled out “water”
in Helen’s hand. The pump
where Sullivan drew the water
is part of the sprawling indoor
and outdoor attraction.
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Coon Dog
Cemetery

Coondog Cemetery Road,

Cherokee

In 1937, Key Underwood
honored his beloved hunting
dog, Troop, by establishing
the cemetery as his burial site.
Today, it remains a unique
attraction, where coon-dog
owners continue the tradition
of burying their pets there,
beneath markers that range
from small stones to large

monuments.

—
RESTAURANT

“Proudly serving you for move than 40 years”

lu.'H/w middle of Purate Country!
N

“Pond Catfish
is our Specialty...
Whole or Fillets
Best in the Land.”

Also serving Fresh Home
Battered Chicken Fingers,

Steaks, Seafood, Bar-B-Que,

Burgers, Salads, and more.
Delicious Appetizers,
Onion Rings, Fried Pickles,
Wings, Cheesesticks.

We Only Sell Premium

Wood | Tile | Carpet

Your Authorized 5“""".' Dealer

Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff &, VW/WL? Kesults large In-Stock Showroom

8050 Hwy 43
Florence

256-757-9066

At Floored by Justin, we offer a wide selection of hardwood flooring, laminate,
premium tile, and durable carpet to choose from. Our in-stock selection is made
from the finest materials and are built to last. We have a variety of styles to choose
from, so you can find the perfect flooring or tile to match your home's décor.

Scan with
Smartphone

[ E
24

Visit Our

HUGE

Showroom!

wi.Flooredbydustin.com 4 Purcell Lane Leoma, 0 (931) 244~ 6557
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PLACES TO SEE

Tuscumbia Railway
Depot Museum

204 W. Fifth St., Tuscumbia

This train depot was
opened in 1888 and today
has been renovated to precise
specifications to make certain
it retains its original look. It
includes memorabilia inside
the depot and train cars, a
roundhouse and operating
turntable on the grounds.

Spring
Park

Off Main Street, Tuscumbia

The park, which draws its
name from a large spring,
features a small roller coaster,
carousel, and train that travels
throughout the park and
waterfall leading into the
spring. It also features a two-
story open air shelter, several
single-story pavilions with
lights and power outlets, public
restrooms and open spaces.
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Listen to Callie and Emery...

“Come See My Papa...He s the Best!

1 n

2009, 2010, 2012,

2013, 2015, 2016,

2017, 2018, 2019,

2020, 2021, 2022,
& 2023!

We accept most
nsurances including
US DOL-OWCP

SERVING DELICIOUS PIZZA, PASTA,
WINGS, HOAGIES, SALADS, AND MORE!

Droe Hrin ids, Inc.

215 West Alabama Street, Florence

COME VISIT LIL CAPONES THREE LOCATIONS:

125 CoX CREEK PKWY S, FLORENCE * (256) 980-6923 256-764-0888 or 256'764'9896
3370 CLOVERDALE RD, FLORENCE * (256) 275-7603 116 E. 5th Street, Tuscumbia 3
4925 UNIVERSITY DR. NW, HUNTSVILLE ¢ (256) 716-9078 256-381-9444 =
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PLACES TO SEE
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Photo by Mertro.

U.S. Space and
Rocket Center,
Huntsville

Here’s your opportunity to
learn about the U.S. space
program with space travel
simulators and hands-on
exhibits at the Space and
Rocket Center. The center
is recognized as one of the
most comprehensive U.S.
space museums in the world.
Visitors can learn about north
Alabama’s role in putting man
on the moon, the space race,
the Apollo missions, the Space
Shuttle program as well as the
International Space Center.
The facility is just off Interstate
565 at One Tranquility Base,
Huntsville. 1-800-637-7223;
rocketcenter.com.

112 EXPLORE THE SHOALS



Natchez Trace
Parkway

Nature is always on display
with a visit to the Natchez
Trace Parkway. Driving the
parkway is a way to enjoy the
beautiful colors of autumn,
and the spring offers a peek at
the first colors of a new year.
The Trace connects Nashville
with Natchez, Mississippi and
attracts more visitors each year
than any U.S. National Park
except the Statue of Liberty.
Access to the Natchez Trace is
on Alabama 20, northwest of
Florence, and on U.S. 72, near
Cherokee, in Colbert County.

33S 01 S30Vvld

Classic Full Bar
-Southe{' n Live Music
Dishes with a on the
Modern and Weekends
Contemporary
Flair Join Us!

Coats Gl6thing Co
HISTORI D WNTOW N
FLOREERNESE, AL 3 P

E 122 N. Court SERSX 56-760-0033 1} A MR (256) 349-5429
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PLACES TO SEE

Dismals Canyon

The Dismals Canyon is
a privately owned 85-acre
natural conservatory that was
designated a National Natural
Landmark in 1975 by the
National Natural Landmarks
Program. Its natural formations
awe visitors and the secluded
trails and woodlands feature
a variety of vegetation and
rock formations. Features
also include a hiking trail,
waterfalls, cabins, campsites
and a country store. And if
you visit during Alabama’s
sweltering summers, you’ll
immediately notice the cooling
drop in temperature. Open
weekends. 205-993-4559;
dismalscanyon.com

Pond Spring

Home of Gen. Joe Wheeler

The home of Gen. Joe
Wheeler, a former Confederate
officer and longtime U.S.
congressman, is a good day
trip. The Wheeler home
features many items of the
family’s clothing and furniture.
Besides the home, other
buildings on the site include
original slave cabins, an old
ice house, log barn and other
plantation outbuildings. 256-
637-8513; facebook.com/
GeneralJoeWheelerHome
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Cook Museum of
Natural Science
is just down the road’
from the Shoals

The 62,000-square-foot
museum at the corner of
Fourth Avenue and Lee Street
in downtown Decatur features
exhibit galleries, a retail store, a
restaurant and event space.

It is one of the winners of
the USA Today 2020 10 Best
Readers’ Choice Travel Award
contest for Best New Museum.
Cook Museum finished second
out of 20 nominees across the
United States and Canada.

The museum features at least
60,000 bees, a multitude of
bugs and more than 260 other
animals. It has seven aquatic
tanks, including a 15,000-gallon
saltwater tank.

256.351.4505; cookmuseum.org

COWBOY CHURCH
or COLBERT COUNTY, Inc

Promoting Church through Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Bible.

3440 HWY 157, Leighton, AL 35646

Truman Sutton, Pastor
256-810-8773

www.chccci.org

594008-1

ALABAMA AWNINGS CO., INC.

nnnnnnnnnnn |

| ¢ Patio Cushions

256-767-1900
4617 Huntsville Road, Florence
£! www.alabamaawning.com &

Since 1986
* Awnings
¢ Screened Rooms

¢ Sun Rooms
¢ Patio Covers
We Help You Love

Your Backyard...
More!

Free Estimates....

100% Financing
Available
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PLACES TO SEE

I'll Take You There

by Scott Campbell - 2023

Welcome to the Florence-Lauderdale Visitor Center.

We appreciate the time you are taking today to enjoy the history of our area port
Internationally renowned muralist, Scott Campbell, has created this mas

The Shoals area. From our decorated music history to the mighty Singing R

that have played a pivotal role in our north Alabama culture.

We invite you to listen to all three audio segments to hear the historic narrati

By using your phone’s camera, scan the QR code on this pla 0 s the a
or visit us at TheShoalsAL.com and type The Shoals Mural a Farland Park' in

é’:; Enjoy your journey through The Shoals!

Visitor Center
at McFarland Park

hrough the mural in front of you

he spirit

and

The Florence-Lauderdale Tourism office is complemented by the Shoals music-themed mural
that graces the east wall of the building in McFarland Park in Florence. The mural was painted by
renowned graphic artist Scott Campbell. Three audio segments, which were produced by Big River
Broadcasting and voiced by Jerry Phillips and Halley Phillips and Rodney Hall, can be heard by using
your smart phone to scan the QR codes on a plaque on the east lawn near the mural.
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FAMILY

BIG BAD BREAKFAST
315 N. Court St., Florence;
256-415-8545; bigbadbreakfast.
com/locations/florence-alabama
7a.m. to 2p.m. seven day a week
The aprons were designed
by renowned fashion icon
Alabama Chanin, the sounds
of Shoals-related music mingle
with conversation and the tink of
cutlery against plate, and there are
so many breakfast combinations
on the menu, you’ll just camp out
there - if they’d allow you. But if
breakfast past 9 a.m. is not your
thing, there are salads, sandwiches
and wraps, too. Ingredients are
locally sources whenever possible
and the chef overseeing Florence’s
newest eatery is passionate about
laying a great table.

vd

BOX CAR CAFE

220 N. Nashville Ave.,
Sheffield; 256-381-7437

5 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday
through Friday

Good variety on its breakfast
menu. A recent sample of lunch,
which is served beginning at 10
a.m., was meatloaf, salmon, grilled
porkchop, chicken and dumplings,
vegetables, salad and bread.
Desserts served, too.

rd

CAFE 222

256-284-7392

222 North Court Street

Florence, AL 35630

Mon-Fri 10am-2pm

Offering cafeteria style entrees
and sides, as well as freshly
prepared packaged salads and
sandwiches. Specialty desserts,
including fresh baked croissants,
cakes, cupcakes, and cookies.

CHAMPY’S FAMOUS
FRIED CHICKEN

120 2nd St, Muscle Shoals;
256-389-9985
Everyday 10:30am-10pm,

®Time » Eat &

CHICKEN SALAD CHICK
chickensaladchick.com/florence
256-257-0042
363 Cox Creek Parkway
Florence, AL 35630
Mon-Sat 10am-8pm
Drive-Thru Available

rd

CLAUNCH CAFE

400 S. Main St., Tuscumbia;
256-386-0222;

11 a.m.-2 p.m. Sun-Thur.

Claunch Café specializes in
down home Southern cooking.
Diners can sit inside the glassed
in porch and look out at the
beauty of Spring Park. In the
summer months, the glass is
removed and only the screens
remain. The chicken salad plate
is a must-try — it’s Claunch’s
signature dish.

COLDWATER CAFE

3810 Hatch Blvd., Sheffield;
256-381-9633

10:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon - Fri

ESTHER’S EATERY
www.estherseatery.com
256-349-5231
1416 Huntsville Road
Florence, AL 35630
Mon-Fri 11 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sat

11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Signature Bowls, Create Your

Own, Baked Goods & More! Just

opened in June 2020!

GARDEN GATE
701 Avalon Ave.

Muscle Shoals; 256-383-6905;
Mon-Fri, 10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Garden Gate serves home

cooking in generous helpings that

include fare like fried chicken, beef
tips and rice, slow cooked pork
roast, chicken and dumplings and
home-style veggies like grandma
used to cook: turnip greens,
potatoes and gravy, green beans,
corn, fried okra, purple hull peas or
white beans.

HOMESIDE

RESTAURANT
CLOVERDALE RD.

3922 Cloverdale Rd, Florence;
256-768-1138;

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat &
Sun 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

Homeside Restaurant serves
country cooking just like your
grandmother used to make. The
service is down home. They
know you by name and treat you
like family.

The restaurant has rotating
meat specials Monday through
Thursday and then offers all
you can eat fish on Friday. In
addition to the specialty meats,
it serves various vegetables from
cabbage to black eyed peas and
green beans to broccoli & rice
casserole. If a meat and vegetable
option is not what you’re hungry
for, it also offers breakfast all
day, seafood, burgers, fresh made
salads and steaks along with a
wide variety of desserts.

HOMESIDE

RESTAURANT
HUNTSVILLE RD.

4220 Huntsville Rd, Florence;
256-367-4953;

Mon-Sun 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

Homeside Restaurant serves
country cooking just like your
grandmother used to make.
Bring the kids & stay awhile. The
atmosphere is welcoming and kid
friendly. There is a party room
available for reservations.

The restaurant has rotating
meat specials Monday through
Thursday and then offers all you
can eat fish on Friday. In addition
to the specialty meats, it serves
various vegetables from fried
okra to slaw and baked beans
to macaroni & cheese. If a meat
and vegetable option is not what
you’re hungry for, it also offers
breakfast all day, burgers and
fresh made salads.

MOMMA JEAN’S
RESTAURANT
FLORENCE

3609 Cloverdale Rd, Florence;
256-766-6222;

Mon-Fri 10:30 a.m.-8 p.m. Sun
10:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

Mama Jean'’s is located in the
Petersville community. It serves
Southern-style food six days a
week. It offers Southern meats on
various days like boneless fried
chicken, meatloaf, chicken livers
and fried pork chops with gravy.
It offers several vegetables and
breads as well as a wide variety
of desserts.

The Shoals has plenty of variety when it comes to
the dining experience. Following is just a sample
of local restaurants that offer great menus.

MOMMA JEAN’S
RESTAURANT
TUSCUMBIA

2325 Highway 20, Tuscumbia;
256-381-7001;

Mon 7 a.m.-8 p.m. Tues-Fri 8
a.m.-8 p.m. Sun 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Momma Jeans is family owned
and operated. Three sisters
started the Bread Basket in
Cherokee in 1983, so there’s a
lot of good ole country cooking
under Momma’s belt. It serves
Southern-style food six days a
week. It offers Southern meats
on various days like pork roast,
country fried steak, meatloaf
and fried chicken livers. It offers
several vegetables and breads as
well as a wide variety of desserts.

ODETTE

120 N. Court Street, Florence;
256-349-5219; odettealabama.com

Tues-Thurs 5 p.m.-9:30 p.m.;
Fri 5 p.m.-11 p.m.; Sat 11 a.m.-3
p-m. for brunch; 5 p.m.-11 p.m.
for dinner.

Odette bills itself as serving
“elevated American fare with
Southern and international
influences.” Menu items feature
locally- and sustainable-sourced
ingredients. The atmosphere is
contemporary and relaxed. It’s a
local favorite

RATTLESNAKE SALOON

1292 Mount Mills Road,
Tuscumbia; 256-370-7220;
Reservations must be booked
before 4:45 p.m. by calling 256-
370-7218; rattlesnakesaloon.net

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Thursday
through Saturday (Feb.-Nov.);
11 .m. to 3 p.m., Sunday (April-
Sept.)

You've got to see this
restaurant. There’s a reason it
bills itself as “the watering hole
under the rock.” This is a very
popular restaurant. See the
website for reservation rules.

RAY’S AT THE BANK

1411 Huntsville Road,
Florence; 256-275-7716

Wed & Thurs 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
and 5 p.m.-9 p.m.; Fri & Sat 11
a.m.-3 p.m. and 5 p.m.-10 p.m.

Good regional fare in this
new restaurant in east Florence.
The building has been renovated
to expose brick walls that adds
warmth and charm to the dining
experience, which features
sandwiches (smoked gouda
pimiento cheese sounds good),
slow smokes pork brisket, ribs
and chicken, and soups and
salads.
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SOUTHERN FARM
TABLE

4160 County Road 200,
Florence 256-577-7009

Fri. & Sat. 3:30pm-8pm;
Sunday 1lam-2pm

STANFIELD’S RIVER
BOTTOM GRILLE

Florence Harbor; 256-768-
1721; riverbottomgrille.com

Tues-Thurs 11 a.m.-9 p.m. and
Fri-Sat 11 a.m.-10 p.m.

It’s the only floating restaurant
in the Shoals. The view of Florence
Harbor surrounds you in this casual
dining spot. When the weather
permits, take a table on the deck and
drink in the ambiance of the Tennessee
River lifestyle. The menu is long and
varied. The Stanfield’s Steamer Bucket
of seafood is a favorite.

STEW SHACK

4728 Hwy 207, Anderson, 256-
247-7988

Tue.-Sun. 10:30am-9pm

SUPERHERO CHEF’S

256-320-7349

104 S Main Street

Tuscumbia, Alabama 35674

www.superherochefs.com

Tue-Sat 7 a.m.-9 p.m. Sun 7
a.m.-5 p.m.

Superhero Chefs is the brain
child of celebrity chef Darnell
Ferguson. Serving urban eclectic
american dishes with a twist.
From our amazing Sub-Zero
blueberry pancakes with lemon-
marscapone cheese to our 1-inch
thick handcrafted burgers, you
are sure to find something to love
at Superhero Chefs!

rd

SWEET BASIL CAFE

1627 Darby Drive, Florence;
256-764-5991; Facebook

9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon-Fri, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sat

Choose from an assortment of
sandwiches or opt for the lunch
plate special. Or order a “super
foods salad” featuring kale, Brussels
sprouts, cabbage and chicory,
carrots, dried cranberries and all
kinds of yummy ingredients with
a hone-lime dressing. The eatery is
also a market, so take advantage of
its leisurely atmosphere and browse.

118 EXPLORE THE SHOALS

SWAMPERS
BAR AND GRILL

1 Hightower Place, inside the
Marriott Shoals Hotel and Spa;
256-246-3600;

Mon-Thur 6:30 a.m.-11 p.m.;
Fri 6:30 a.m.-12 a.m.; Sat 7 a.m.-
12 a.m.; Sun 7 a.m.-11 p.m.

This Florence eatery features
casual dining in an elegant setting
with a comfortable lounge and
outdoor patio for diners to enjoy.
Swampers serves breakfast, lunch
and dinner featuring classic
American fare. The interior honors
Alabama’s rich cultural heritage.

BAR and
GRILL

ON THE ROCKS

110 N. Court St., Florence; 256-
760-2212; florenceontherocks.
com

4 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Full menu for lunch and dinner
includes pub-like menu items like
hot wings, nachos, burgers and
sandwiches, grilled mahi mahi,
and steak. It is a favorite spot for
live music and for dining and late
socializing in the heart of historic
downtown Florence.

FLOBAMA

311 N. Court St., Florence;
256-764-2225;

11 a.m. to 2 a.m. Tuesday
through Saturday

Another of downtown
Florence’s dining and late
socializing venues, FloBama’s
menu features hickory smoked
beef and pork as well as chicken,
salads, wraps. There’s Tuesday
karaoke, open mic, and live music.

MUGSHOTS GRILL
AND BAR

321 N. Court St., Florence; 256-
415-8335

mugshotsgrillandbar.com

11 a.m.-9 p.m. Sundays through
Thursdays; 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays

Located in the heart of
downtown Florence, this
restaurant will offer dine-in/
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out, take-out, curbside, pickup,
catering, and delivery services.
The menu consists of appetizers,
burgers, sandwiches, pasta and
more.

SAM’S SPORTS GRILL
www.samssportsgrill.com
256-349-2300
339 Seville St, Florence, AL
Sun-Thur 11 a.m.-10 p.m. Fri &

Sat 11 a.m.-11 p.m.

We took the philosophy “if we
are going to do it, let’s do it right”.
We apply this philosophy to all
areas of the restaurant including
food, service and sports. We know
we are only as good as your last
visit, that’s why our whole team
is committed to your complete
satisfaction and if we fall short
please bring it to our attention.
food, service and sports. Our hard
work has paid off as we have
been voted ‘best sports grill” for
14 years by the readers of the
Nashville Scene Magazine.

THE BOILER ROOM

313 N. Court St., Florence; 256-
693-0074; Mon-Thur 5 p.m.-10 p.m.
Fri & Sat 5 p.m.-12 a.m.

This a place for people to
come and be themselves with a
collection of games as well as food
& beverages to enjoy. Explore
an evening filled with bowling,
live music, shuffleboard, darts,
skeeball, foosball and made-from-
scratch dining.

VOODOO WING
COMPANY

310 Cypress Mill Rd, Florence;
256-275-3710

Voodoowingco.com

10:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Mondays
through Thursdays; 10:30 a.m.-10
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays

Pick how many traditional or
boneless wings you want, select
your flavor and/or temperature
and your favorite dipping sauce.
You can also order a side or two.
If you still have room there are a
few desserts to choose from.

WILDWOOD TAVERN

108 E. Mobile St., Florence; 256-
349-2139;

Mon-Sat 11 a.m.-2 a.m. and
Sunday Noon until 2 a.m.

Wildwood Tavern is an eclectic
pub in downtown Florence. It
serves all-natural beef hot dogs,
locally sourced bratwurst, unique
sandwiches, flatbread pizzas, seasonal
microbrews and craft cocktails all
paired with a hand selected jukebox,
shuffleboard table, outdoor patio,
good conversation and smiling faces.
It offers a quick and affordable lunch.
Happy Hour is from 3 p.m. until
7p.m. every day and features $1 off
select drinks and food.

FINE DINMVG/
STEAKS/
SEAFOOD

360 GRILLE

10 Hightower Place, Florence;
256-246-3600;

Mon-Sat 11 a.m.-10 p.m;
reservations are required

The 360 Grille, located atop
the Renaissance Tower at the
4-star Marriott Shoals Hotel and
Spa, offers spectacular views of
the Tennessee Valley and hails
as Alabama’s only revolving
restaurant.

The menu features regional
American cuisine with a
commitment to locally grown
produce, sustainable farming
practices and seasonality. A
five course chef’s tasting offers
innovative takes on some classics,
while the a la carte menu
presents refined renditions of
Southern favorites.

GEORGE’S STEAK PIT
1206 Jackson Hwy., Sheffield;
256-381-1531; georgessteakpit.
com
Tue-Thur 4:30 p.m.-9 p.m.
Fri & Sat 4:30 p.m.-10 p.m.
(reservations are recommended)
Known throughout the Shoals,
this establishment remains
an area classic. Diners enjoy
a selection of fine wines to
complement their meal of choice.
Menu appetizers include Oysters
Rockefeller, Fried Calamari
and the Greek Tray. Steaks are
cooked over a wood-fire grill.

JACK’S PLACE

118 W. Mobile St.,
Florence;256-349-5429;
jacksplacebistro.com

11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday;
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5-9 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday; 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. and 5-10 p.m. Friday
and Saturday; 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday

You've seen Chef Jack White’s
work. The actor turned food
stylist has worked in more
than 100 movies and TV shows
including “The Girl with the
Dragon Tattoo,” “Saving Grace,”
and “The Hunger Games” series.
For brunch or lunch, you’ll find
mouth-watering selections that
include Eggs Benedict three
ways, frittata or quiche of the
day, Belgian waffles and French
toast, or maybe you would prefer
a spinach salad or tarragon
chicken salad. “Sandwiches and
such” include Panini, wraps, a
meatball hoagie or burgers, with
the “such” including brisket,
panko encrusted pork tenderloin,
pasta and flatbreads. The dinner
menu includes main courses of
hand-cut ribeye and braised pork
shank among many dishes that
will please all appetites.



RED CLAY TABLE
307 N. Montgomery Ave,
Sheffield, 256-320-5500
Mon-Wed 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Thur
11 a.m.-8 p.m. Fri 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat 5 p.m.-9 p.m.

STANFIELD’S

4838 Hatch Blvd, Sheffield;
256-446-5588;

Tue-Thur 10:30 a.m.-9 p.m. Fri
& Sat 10:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

Stanfield’s specializes in
homemade foods and impeccable
baked goods to meet everyone’s
taste bud needs.

FISH

CURTIS’

8050 Hwy 43, Florence, 256-
757-9066

Tue.-Sun. 10am-9pm

FISH CREEL

7810 Hwy 207, Anderson, 256-
247-0969

Sun.-Thur. 10:30am-8pm

Fri. and Sat. 10:30am-9pm

NEWBURN’S

3406 Florence Blvd., Florence;
256-766-6866

Wed-Sat 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Known for the best catfish in
North Alabama.

WALTON’S
RESTAURANT

1205 Hwy 101, Rogersville,
256-247-0696
Tue.-Sat. 10am-9pm

BARBEQUF

BIG MAN’S BARBECUE

1510 N. Pine St., Florence; 938-
368-2502

10:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Wednesdays
through Saturdays

This barbecue house offers
a variety of meats from pulled
pork to brisket. You can have it
on a plate, a sandwich or just
by itself. It also offers plenty of
sides, salads, loaded potatoes and
nachos. The restaurant has also
been known to come up with
some specialty sandwiches, so be
on the lookout by checking out

what’s new on its Facebook page.

BUNYAN’S BARBECUE

901 W. College St., Florence;
256-766-3522; bunyansbarbeque.
com

This is a favorite among
locals for pulled barbeque pork
sandwiches and hotdogs with
Bunyan’s famous slaw, hot or
mild. Chicken is also on the
menu. Order ahead and pack a
picnic lunch. Eat in or take out.

DICK HOWELL’S BB(Q

1350 N. Pine St. Florence; 256-
767-5830;

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thurday
through Saturdayj;

In addition to a smoked
barbecue sandwich, try the rib
plate, smoke turkey sandwich or
stuffed baked potato with meat.
The mouthwatering menu has
something for every taste.

306 BBQ

322 N. Court St., Florence; 256-
766-5665; 306bbq.com/Florence

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday; 11 a.m. to 11
p.m. Friday and Saturday

Hickory wood smoked barbecue

featuring pork, ribs, chicken, turkey,
ham, and plates with a choice of
sides. There are salad, potatoes and
wings, too.

RICK’S BBQ

www.ricksbbq.com

Alabama Locations

Muscle Shoals-2405 Woodward
Ave, Muscle Shoals, AL 35661

Florence-212 Cox Creek Pkwy,
Florence, AL 35630

Sky Park-4260 Florence Blvd,
Florence, AL 35634

Madison-7929 Hwy 72 W
Madison, AL 35758

Wilson Dam-2408 S. Wilson
Damn Rd, Muscle Shoals, AL
35661
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Experience
our cultural,
natural, 3
historical,
and scenic
resources.
Toe-tapping
music,
peaceful
scenery,
and charming
downtowns
are yours to

EXPLORE.
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MUSCLE SHOALS NATIONAL
HERITAGE AREA

NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA

msnha@una.edu ® msnha.una.edu ® Phone: 256-765-5028
Address: UNA Box 5231, Florence, AL 35632

Website for Roots of American Music Trail:

musictrail.una.edu
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ELECTRIC

\ Electrical Contractors

Industrial / Commercial
Traffic Signal / Highway D.0.T.

Licensed in Alabama, Mississippi,
Tennessee

704 Davison Avenue
Muscle Shoals, AL 35661
Phone: 256-381-4146
Fax: 256-381-4147
www.shoalselectric.com

Ask about our Apprenticeship Program

587357-11
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Tennessee Locations

Lawrenceburg-1507 N. Locust
Ave Lawrenceburg, TN 38464

Commissary-2366 Hwy 43 S.
Leoma, TN 38469

Fayettville-1419 Huntsville
Hwy, Fayettville, TN 37334

We won’t go as far as saying
that blood, sweat, and tears
make us who we are — but a
lot of time, hard work, and pure
dedication goes into our process
and we’re beyond proud of the
food we serve.

Serving you fresh-hickory
smoked meats since 1979

(CE CREAM /
SANDWICHES

SOUL WINGERY &
RECORDS

1055 Poplar St., Florence; 256-
275-7434

Tues & Wed 11 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Thurs-Sat 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Love wings? Soul, as it’s fondly
referred to, is tucked in on a side
street and has limited space, but
you won’t mind at all once you
taste their wings. There are 10
flavors on the menu - you’ll want
to work your way through them
all and start over again.

TROWBRIDGE’S

316 N. Court St., Florence;
256-764-1503

Mon-Sat 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

In the heart of historic
downtown Florence, this shop
features handmade shakes,
sundaes, and sandwiches.

MEXICAN

CASA MEXICANA

11000 Jackson Hwy., Sheffield;
256-381-5397; 550 Brighton Ave.,
Muscle Shoals, 256-383-4434;
2801 Mall Drive, Florence; 256-
767-2750

Traditional Mexican food with
starters of chips and salsa are
served upon being seated. There
is a wide variety of delicious
Mexican fare. Popular dishes
include taco salads and fajitas.

EL POLLITO LOCO-THE
CRAZY LITTLE CHICKEN

www.thecrazylittlechicken.com
256-275-3851

1403 Chisholm Road
Florence, AL 35630
Mon-Sat 11am-10pm
Sunday 1lam-4pm

LA HACIENDA MEXICAN
RESTAURANT

153 Cox Creek Parkway, Florence;
256-764-3532

Munch on chips and salsa
as you choose a meal from the
extensive list of offerings or
order a drink from the full bar.

FIESTA MEXICANA

(SEVERAL LOCATIONS)

1550 Florence Blvd., 256-
766-0100; 3364 Cloverdale Road,
Florence, 256-178-6843; 3721
Florence Blvd., 256-272-8444; 41
Market Square, Rogersville, 256-247-
6180; 517 Avalon Ave. E., Muscle
Shoals; 256-389-8282; 4001 N.

Jackson Hwy, Sheffield; 256-248-4279

ROSIE’S MEXICAN
CANTINA

302 N. Court St., downtown
Florence; 256-767-5599;
rosiesmexicancantina.com

Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m. to
9 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 11
a.m. to 10 p.m.

The go-to for Mexican food
and a fun atmosphere in historic
downtown Florence. Create your
own custom combo platter or
order from the long and varied
menu of traditional fare, or soup,
salads and appetizers.
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LIGHTING
: 4 THE SHOALS
é SINCE 1948

625 SOUTH CHERRY STREET
FLORENCE, ALABAMA * 256-764-8481
f Find us on Facebook and Instagram

SBS Electric Supply and Lighting Showroom
www.instagram.com/sbselectricsupply/
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OCAL ART
UNIQUE GIFTS
JEWELRY-
ART GLASS

~ VINTAGE FINDS
FURNITURE
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HOMEGROWNARTISANS.COM
206 EAST 3RD STREET
SHEFFIELD, AL
256-577-3939
Tuesday - Friday 11am -5 pm
Saturday 11am-3 pm




TACO MAMA
Tacomamaonline.com
256-712-4434
121 Cherry Street, Florence, AL
Mon-Sat 11am-9pm; Sun 11lam-

8pm
At Taco Mama, we believe that

our guests eat with all of their senses

which is why we hand-pick the music

you hear in the restaurant. So, it always
made sense that Taco Mama would

find a home in The Shoals. Whether

it's the special sound of Fame Studios

in Muscle Shoals, or W.C Handy’s

genre-defining blues, or Jason Isbell
and The 400 Unit’s brand of Americana-

Southern Rock-Alt Country - Florence

and The Shoals area has always kept

the rhythm of its Southern Soul.

ASIAN

ICHIBAN

1207 Jackson Hwy., Sheffield;
256-389-9888; iloveichiban.com

Mon-Thur 11 a.m.-3 p.m. for
lunch and 4:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. for
dinner; Fri & Sat 11 a.m.-10 p.m.;
Sun 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.

Japanese dishes featuring
Sushi, a variety of rolls, soups,
salads and appetizers.

UMI JAPANESE
STEAK HOUSE

201 N. Cox Creek Pkwy.,
Florence; 256-718-6868;

Rosie’s Mexican Cantina

umijapanesesteakhouse.com

11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., then
4:30-10 p.m. Monday through
Friday; 11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Saturday; 11 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Sunday

Traditional and exotic
Japanese cuisine including sushi,
sashmi, teriyaki, tempura and
hibachi food.

RICE BOX

1529 N. Wood Ave., Florence;
256-767-6752

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday-
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Friday and Saturday.

Asian cuisine in a casual
setting, specializing in Chinese
and Japanese food, the menu
items reflect the tastes and
traditions of both countries.

YUMM

117 N. Court St.,
Florence; 256-349-2074;
yummthaisushiandbeyond.com

11 a.m. to 2 p.m., then 5-9
p.m. Monday through Thursday;
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., then 5-10 p.m.
Friday and Saturday

Sushi and Thai cuisine and
everything beyond - mild or spicy and
artistically prepared. Eat indoors or
alfresco in historic downtown Florence.

CAJN and
CREOLE

CAJUNS

4301 Jackson Hwy., Sheffield;
256-381-1573

Wed & Thur 3 p.m.-10 p.m. Fri
& Sat 3 p.m.-11 p.m.

Cajun-flavored food in a
relaxed environment, with
delicacies such as fried oysters
and shrimp, red beans and rice,
frog legs, corn and potatoes.
Menu also offers regular fare.

(TALIAN PIZZA
SPECIALTY

HOMETOWN PIZZA

104 W 6th St, Tuscumbia; 256-
978-5507

Mon-Sat 10am-9pm, Sun 11lam-
8pm.

LIL CAPONE’S ITALIAN

BAR & GRILL
256-275-7603
www.lilcapones.com
3370 Cloverdale Road,

Florence, AL
125 Cox Creek Pkwy South,

Florence, AL

* Physical / Speech /

Occupational Therapy

* Stroke Therapy

Exceptional Short Term
Rehab Stays

* Cardiovascular Therapy

* Respiratory Therapy

* IV Therapy

* Wound Care Services

* Comprehensive Recovery
from Surgery or Illness

* Therapy Six Days a Week

The,

Short Term Rehab Center

2107 Cloyd Blvd.
Florence, AL 35630

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center, LLC

Tel: 256.766.5771 » FlorenceRehabCenter.com

Call for a Reservation Today!

592781-1
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Mike Mitche

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC.
256-381-0655

“Quality Custom Building”
Est. 1983 in the Shoals

- Custom Homes -
- Renovations -
- Commercial Construction -

587333-1

BT =
T.J. CONSTRUCTION, INC.
bas Pipeline & Maintenance

|

-+ Florence, AL
Est. 1994

587335-1
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Pizza, Calzones, Subs, Pastas,
Wings and More!
Low Carb menu options.

LOST PIZ7A CO.

201 N. Seminary St., Florence;
256-415-8693;

Every day 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Lost Pizza Co. is a funky, laid-
back joint with good music, great
food made from scratch and some
of the coldest beverages in town.
You can sit inside or enjoy the
fresh air out on the covered patio.

RICATONI’S
ITALIAN GRILL

107 N. Court Street, Florence;
256-718-1002

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 10
p-m. Fri and Sat

The historic building has
exposed brick walls and diners
love the fresh bread and saucer
of herbs and oil as a starter.
Traditional Italian fare with
handmade pizzas baked in a
wood fire oven.

THE PIE FACTORY

106 N. Court St., Florence; 256-
275-3248; and 3312 Woodward
Ave., Muscle Shoals; 256-314-
2622; pizzapiefactory.com

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday; 11 a.m. to 11
p-m. Fri and Sat

They make their own dough in
house and you can choose from a
variety of savory sauces, cheeses
and toppings or choose one of
their specialty pizzas and a craft
beer brewed in Alabama.

rd
THE CHICAGO CAFE

106 E. Mobile St., Florence;
256-710-3607;

Mon-Thur and Sunday 11 a.m.
— 2 a.m. and Fri and Sat 11 a.m.-
3 a.m.

11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday; 11 a.m. to 11
p.m. Fri and Sat

The Chicago Cafe is located
in downtown Florence. Its menu
features all-natural black angus beef
hot dogs, locally sourced organic
bratwursts, flatbread pizza that is
made fresh to order, and sandwiches
that are toasted to perfection. The
café will have a hot dog of the
month like the “Big McDog” or the

Currywurst Dog. It also serves up

a special dog on certain holidays
like the Bangers & Mash Dog on

St. Patrick’s Day. You can dine in or
take out dinners. It says it’s the best
late-night food in town until 3 a.m.
on Fridays and Saturdays.

COFFEE
HOUSE/
BISTRO

ALABAMA BLISS
AND BISTRO

2108 S. Wilson Dam Rd.,
Muscle Shoals, 256-248-4530;

10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-
Friday

How about a picnic lunch
while you’re here? Try the grilled
triple cheese pimento cheese and
bacon, or the roasted chicken
salad, or one of salads with a cup
of soup or slice of homemade
quiche. You can enjoy a Bliss
meal there or take it with you
knowing it has been prepared
fresh onsite. Staying with family
or friends and want to contribute
to the home meal? Bliss offers a
variety of take-home dishes ready
to just pop in the oven.

RIVERTOWN COFFEE
COMPANY

117 N. Seminary St., Florence
765-7128; rivertowncoffee.co

7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday-
Thursday, 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday,
9 a.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday

Muffin or breakfast wrap
with a cup of Mule Town Coffee
shipped in weekly from Columbia
Tennessee are favorites. Also serves
lunch that includes their famous
Panini and soup of the day.

TURBO COFFEE

310 E. Tennessee St., Florence;
256-483-1501; Facebook page

Hours: 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday through Friday; 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday

Coffee shop that also serves
food and smoothies.

The Pie Factory
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Laun & CFarokin
4990 HWY 157 « (256)764-9899

EQUIPMENT

4210 Chisholm Rd ¢ (256)766-5488




Sofas « Home Office « Entertainment « Sectionals « Leather
Dining Room « Bedroom « Recliners « Mattresses « Clocks
Outdoor Living * Occasional Tables...And More

SINCE 1970 FREE DELIVERY! ONLY 3 MILES SOUTH OF LAWRENCEBURG ON HWY. 43

Story & Lee

Since 1970  Furniture & Bedding

Hwy. 43, Leoma, TN -« Store Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 9 AM.'til 6 PM. « (931) 852-2111 - Toll Free 1-800-345-2511 * www.storyandlee.com

587407-1

Aedmave TENNESSE
ALABAMA

"™ | Huntsville




