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Same Great Staff Same Great Staff 
Serving At Two Serving At Two 

Premier LocationsPremier Locations

931-967-2345
405 Sharp Springs Rd.
Winchester, TN 37398
www.watsonfhtn.com

931-967-2222
300 First Avenue NW 
Winchester, TN 37398

www.moorecortner.com

931-967-2998
300 1st Ave NW 

Winchester, TN 37398
www.franklinmemorialgardens.com

931-581-4234
300 1st Ave.

Winchester, TN 3798
www.winchestermonument.com

Wherever a beautiful soul has been there is a trail of beautiful memories.
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www.ultimatehealthtn.com

• Chiropractic & Functional Neurology
• Weight Loss
• Functional Blood Chemistry
• Christian Counseling & Stress Management

We Have The Right Supplements To Help You 
Maintain Your ULTIMATE Health.

411 S Jefferson St.
Winchester, TN 37398

(931) 967-6308
286 Park Tower Dr.

Manchester, TN 37355
(931) 461-2471

Achieve Your 
Ultimate Health!
with Chiropractic Wellness & Holistic Healthcare

(931) 968-6243 
8959 David Crockett Pkwy., Belvidere, TN 37306 

• Granite
• Bronze
• Repair

• Death 
Dates

• Sandblast

• Laser
• Custom 

Designs

HONORING YOUR LOVED ONES

B E L V I D E R E
MONUMENTS

The monument you choose for your loved one tells the 
story of their life lived. You have a choice where to buy 
the monument, no matter where the funeral was held, 
or the cemetery used. Visit us at Belvidere Monuments, 
where monuments are the most important thing we do.

You can rely on NATURAL GAS.

Elk River Public Utility District
217 S. Jackson St., Tullahoma • 931-455-9311

1524 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester • 931-728-3332
635 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester • 931-967-3642

“Your Hometown Natural Gas Provider Since 1955”

Sometimes the best things in life are the simplest ones – reliable 
home and water heating, lower monthly utility bills, and a home 
that can keep up with the hustle and bustle year-round.

WWW.ERPUD.COM
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NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

StanMcNabbChevy.com and StanMcNabbCDJ.com!

MOVING SALE SPECIALS

Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Sales: (931) 455-3451
Service: (877) 427-5222

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Sales: (931) 408-9662 
Service: (931) 408-9671

All prices plus tax, title & license includes $499 doc fee. Prices subject to change & vehicle availability.

2023 Dodge 
Charger GT 
RWD

2023 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee 
Laredo 4x4

MSRP:  $46,765
Discounts:  $4,777
Stan’s Price:  $41,988

Stk#C2196

2024 Ram 1500 
TRX Crew 
Cab 4x4

MSRP:  $124,115

Stk#C2415

MSRP:  $41,920
Discounts:  $5,922
Stan’s Price:  $35,998

Stk#C2312

2023 Jeep Gladiator
Rubicon 
4x4

Call (931) 408-9662

MSRP:  $61,325
Discounts:  $11,424
Stan’s Price:  $49,901

Stk#C2368
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A Franklin County Tradition

300 First Avenue N.W.
Winchester, Tennessee 37398

www.moorecortner.com  931-967-2222

Recognized and honored as Franklin County's finest Funeral Home,
THANK YOU FOR PLACING YOUR TRUST IN US FOR OVER A CENTURY.

Experiencing  lives,

sharing  stories,

& healing  hearts
one family at a time.

Franklin County's only 
Life Celebration Home

Celebrate
Father’s Day
Sunday, June 16th, 2024

A Father is someone you look up 
to no matter how tall you grow.

               - Unknown
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Personal Loans $100 - $1000

 107 N. Porter St. Suite 7
(Across from Bates Associated  Grocery)
(931) 327-2117 • 931-327-2118

Time for a Vacation?Time for a Vacation?

Easy repayment, tailored to your budget. Approval in minutes!

Loans up to $1,000!

Apply online:
www.1stchoiceloansllc.com

Get Your Cash NOW!

Doggie Doos & MoreDoggie Doos & More

Call For Appointment

931-247-1699
1660 Decherd Estill Rd., Winchester, TN

wagsandwigglestn.com



Join us for an evening of networking, 
refreshments, and our 5th Annual
5 O’Dock Somewhere Summer Series!5 O’Dock Somewhere Summer Series!

RSVP to: (931) 967-6788 or 
info@franklincountychamber.com

Thursday, Thursday, 
May 30May 30thth • 5:00 • 5:00pmpm

Tims Ford Marina - Tims Ford Marina - 175 Marina Ln., Winchester, TN

Welcome all 
Chamber Members

55 O O’’DOCKDOCK
SomewhereSomewhere

HOSTED BY:



From our 
publishing 

partner

“I am so excited to be 
the publishing part-
ner for Good News 
Franklin County. 
It’s an absolute joy 
to be part of this 
uplifting publication, 
inspiring readers 
and helping local 
businesses thrive. If 
you would like to be-
come an advertising 
partner to spread the 
Good News, please 
give me a call.”

Sandra Thomas
Publishing Partner
(931) 308-7898
sandra@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? 
Let us know what you think! 
Follow us and leave a review 
on Facebook. Search Good 
News Franklin County or 
send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

S UMMER IS coming. And surely your 
home will sit empty for a week in this 

heat. The playful cheers of the kids on 
summer break go missing for a week that 
was planned for a year. The dishes sit in the 
cabinets, waiting for their family to come 
back home. The doormat sits excitedly to 
welcome you to the front door. The cool air 
hits just right over the threshold, pushing 
its way to the door to fight the heat that 
keeps increasing by the day. Our furry 
friends are excited to see our faces instead 
of the house sitter’s. We catch the smell 
of home for just a moment, and soon, our 
noses will go back blind to our scent. We’re 
finally home from vacation. 

We exchange “I need to forget, so take 
me to Florida” for “Florida was fun… but it’s 
good to be home.” We go back to our work 
friends. We get to have lunch at our favor-
ite spots again. And we get to drive on roads 
without the GPS on our phones.

We should explore the world that was 
created for us. It’s exciting to plan a vaca-
tion, pack for it, and dig through snacks on 
the six-hour drive. Those butterflies creep up 
when the fancy sign starts to get closer on 
the trip. We jump out in the hotel parking 
lot and stretch our legs before our first step. 
The dopamine is on a never-ending conveyor 
belt. But still, there’s nothing like that wel-
come mat outside our door. The feeling of 
coming home cannot be matched. 

Marketing messages and year-long antic-
ipation pull us away from home for a short 
time. But I’m convinced every week — even 
working nine to five — can be a vacation. 
Our community is packed with things to do 
that we overlook. I encourage you, reader, to 
start a list of your home vacation spots. Your 
home has more fun than you realize, sitting 
just beyond your backyard. We’ll start your 
list in this issue of Good News. Welcome 
home to a life of vacation — every day. GN

Go on vacation 
here in
Franklin County
Start a road trip without your GPS.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

 
Wesley Bryant,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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We want to build stronger communities through 
positive, local stories. We can’t do that without 
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Call me at (931) 308-7898

It’s good
to know
people

Sandra Thomas
Publishing Partner
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Downtown Fayetteville, TN
931-433-2582
norman-furniture.com

Authorized Shipping Center

209 S. Jefferson St., Winchester, TN

(931) 967-5777 • www.shipwithmrpostman.com

Pack, Ship, Fax, Scan, Email, Copy, Laminating, 
Mailbox Suite Rental, Shredding Service

UPS &  FedEx UPS &  FedEx ShippingShipping

IMMEDIATE POSITIONS OPEN 
for Direct Support professionals, all shifts for Employment 

and Community First positions, day services, and supported 
living services. Great benefits, health insurance, paid time off, 

and holiday pay. 

Call for more info
(931) 967-0100
702 Hundred Oaks St.
Winchester, TN

Please apply in person at 
702 Hundred Oaks Street, Winchester. 

Must have valid driver’s license.



Jerry Little➤
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This section of the magazine 
covers local positive stories.

 

Submit a positive
story on our website: 
goodnewsmags.com
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Photography by Brooke Snyder



Coffee, Cocktails, and  



Unexpected SisterhoodCoffee, Cocktails, and  

A group of women embrace the unpredictablE 
beauty of friendship in their golden years.

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Brooke Snyder and submitted by Sherri Bell

 HREE YEARS ago, on Aug. 11, 
2021, Angela Averett planted the 

seeds for a harbor of connectivity in the 
Franklin County community. Her simple 
post on the Nextdoor app aimed to 
connect newcomers, particularly women, 
seeking friendship and inclusivity. This 
initiative flourished into what many 
know as the Golden Friends. Something 
magical happened as these women 
gathered over extraordinary moments and 
clinking glasses. 

The women began to form bonds, and 
the barriers of age, background, and class 

began to fade away. A wave of inclusivity, 
connectivity, joy, and the soothing comfort 
of kindred spirits emerged in its place. The 
Golden Friends evolved from a simple 
idea into an intimate community where 
everyone who joined found solace in the 
warm embrace of genuine connection. 

Jennifer Whites, drawn in by Angela’s 
original Nextdoor post, felt an immediate 
connection. Sharing the same Southern 
roots as Angela, with both women hailing 
from Atlanta, they bonded quickly. 

Group member Barb Seilheimer’s 
invitation to watch “The Golden Bachelor” 

sparked unique bonding experiences, like 
wearing wedding dresses in public and 
striking a pose for thrilling photoshoots. 
Nights like these, along with their famous 
potlucks and trips, strengthened their 
connection and shaped the group’s identity. 

An illness eventually forced Angela to 
step back, and she later died, but her legacy 
lives on through her beloved friends. 

The women later renamed their group 
from “Cocktails and Conversation” to 
“Coffee, Cocktails, and Conversation” 
after transitioning from evening restaurant 
meetups to coffee shop adventures. From 

T
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Friendships in your golden years 
have the potential to quickly 

add unexpected dimensions to 
your life. By the time you have 

reached your golden years, you 
have a different sense of what’s 

important, and you treasure 
those things that are particularly 
valuable. Judgment slides away, 

and acceptance is more common.

- Callie Adkins“
Anita, Bretta, Patti, Robin, Rebecca, Jennifer, Debbie, Missy, and Sherri

Minnie, Anita, Marcia, Sherri, Patti, Jennifer, Bretta, Barb, Callie, Rebecca, and Debbie.

➤
➤
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there, the group began gathering at the 
new coffee shop on the Winchester square. 

The Golden Friends are 14 women 
in their late 50s to early 70s, united 
by life stories, mutual hobbies, and a 
passion for living life to the fullest. 
Whether discussing their love for their 
grandchildren, taking on new cooking 
adventures, or bonding over book 
recommendations, the judgment-free 
atmosphere gives everyone a safe space for 
authentic connection. 

Potlucks are for celebrations of 
culinary adventures. Festive celebrations 
become heartwarming gatherings, like 
their first Christmas together, where they 
filled the air with holiday cheer. That year, 
the group extended the same cheer that 
flooded their hearts to children in need 
through the special gifts they donated to a 
local elementary school.

The group cherishes Thanksgiving and 
New Year’s gatherings, where gratitude 
and excitement travel from the table to the 

living room. For a brief moment, spouses 
become honorary members of the “Golden 
Circle.” These special moments, brimming 
with tasty meals and merriment, quickly 
become the ties that bind and strengthen 
their sense of belonging and community. 

“I moved around a lot growing up and 
never had a true best girlfriend. And now 
I have over a dozen, all of whom would 
answer my call at any time of the day or 
night for anything — large or small. And 
there are no words to explain the impact 
that feeling has on my life,” emphasized 
group member Sherri Bell.

In moments of adversity, the group 
forms a circle of strength, offering 
shoulders to cry on and ears that listen 
without judgment. Callie Adkins shared 
how the group helped her navigate grief 
and isolation, expressing the impact on her 
mental and physical well-being. 

“I lost my son very suddenly four 
years ago, and then my home. Holidays 
are hard. This past December, I was 

dreading pulling out my Christmas 
decorations,” said Callie. “So, three 
friends came over, and we made it an 
event. I fixed lunch, and they went to 
town decorating. My place has never 
looked so good during the holidays!” 

The magic this group shares isn’t 
merely anecdotal. Research consistently 
shows how impactful healthy relationships 
are on health and well-being. Be it family, 
close friends, co-workers, or community, 
strong connections lead to healthier 
decisions and improved mental and 
physical health. The Golden Friends prove 
the positive influence of social connections 
on well-being in every interaction. 

“Not only does it provide more 
opportunities to spend time with friends, 
but knowing there are people who truly 
care about your well-being — and you 
reciprocating — is invaluable,” Callie 
added. “It means you are not alone. You 
will have the support you need to navigate 
the hurdles life throws your way.” 

The group has tons of fun planned for 
the future. Cruises, trips, and adventures 
are on the horizon. Along with even more 
thrilling adventures, the Golden Friends 
are inspired to continue uplifting and 
supporting each other. 

The Golden Friends group proves 
that genuine bonds can form between 
people even in the most unexpected 
circumstances. They exemplify the power 
of genuine human connection, and their 
story reminds us that friendship 
can bloom in unexpected places. 
So, grab a cup of coffee, 
reach out to some of your 
fellow community 
members, and 
see what beautiful 
connections await you. GN

Anita, Debbie, Jan, and Barb➤
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• Tuff Rib Panel
• PBR Panel
• Watson Wave Panel
• 5V Panel
• Corrugated Panel
• Standing Seam Panels in  
   1", 1.5" & 2"
• Mechanical Seam panels
• Board & Patton Panels
• Metal Shingles

• Perforated Panels in  
  20+ Colors
• Custom Bent Trims
• Roll-Form Standard Trims
• Closures
• Screws For Wood & Metal
• Stock Screws 1" - 3"
• Over Size Screws
• Solar Seasl All
• Colors & Clear

WHAT WE CARRY

We Roll-Form and Manufacture Metal 
Roofing and Supplies, and we service 
all of Middle Tennessee and 
surrounding areas.

WATSON METALS

Over 20 Years Of Quality Service & Experience
Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
238 Interstate Dr., Manchester, TN watsonmetals.comwatsonmetals.com

931-728-8185

RelaxRelax  withwith  
Sedation Sedation 
DentistryDentistry

931.967.4143
1741 Bypass Road

Winchester, TN

Most Insurances Accepted

• Full Family Dentistry
• Implants
• Sleep Apnea

winchesterfamilydentistrytn.com
See us today! 938 Dinah Shore Blvd. • Winchester, TN 37398
Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. • Personalized Service

• Guaranteed Color Match

Franklin County Paint

25% Off

931-962-4300 • franklincountypaint.com

for Veterans, First Responders, 
and Teachers

1102 Dinah Shore Blvd. 
Winchester, TN 37398

FREE Estimates On New System Installs

(931) 967-3209

Ready for Ready for 
Summer HEAT?Summer HEAT?
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www.russellbarnettchryslerdodgejeep.com

 Picture may not depict actual vehicle. See store for details.

*All rebates applied. All prices plus tax, title & tag. $698 processing fee included. Due to advertising deadline, 
all prices and incentives including employee pricing is subject to change by the manufacturer without notice. 

Customers must finance to obtain all Rebates

MANAGER’S 
SPECIAL
2024 JEEP WRANGLER 
SPORT S
Stk #D12453N

MSRP: $50,730
Russell Barnett Discount: - $4,735

Your Price: $45,995

2756 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN • 931-691-1712

Loans Loans $$200 & Up200 & Up**

1927 Decherd Blvd., Decherd, TN1927 Decherd Blvd., Decherd, TN
931-962-1240931-962-1240

* Subject to our liberal credit policy* Subject to our liberal credit policy

Loans CompanyLoans Company Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

First Loan FREE

Need Cash For 
FATHER’S DAY?

Now Accepting Debit Payments by Phone

(931) 962-8897(931) 962-8897

Ready for Lawn & Garden Time?Ready for Lawn & Garden Time?

8521 Tullahoma Hwy., Estill Springs, TN8521 Tullahoma Hwy., Estill Springs, TN

• Parts 
• Service

Machinery Repair & Consignment Sales

• Lawn & Garden
• Farm



Huntland 
United 
Methodist 
Church
A look inside Huntland Methodist 
Church’s treasured grocery giveaway.

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Brooke Snyder



Sandy Allen



N ABUNDANCE of conversations 
ripples across the church parking lot, 

punctuated by the rattle of car trunks opening. 
Every third Saturday, Huntland United Methodist 
Church (UMC) buzzes with anticipation as its 
monthly food giveaway unfolds. Positive energy fills 
the air as volunteers, with faces full of smiles, com-
passion, and servanthood, sort mountains of gro-
ceries. Waves of laughter and heartfelt thanks wash 
over the crowd, creating an air of human connection 
that transcends any social or economic divide. 

As the food delivery truck from Hope Ho-
henwald, which is connected with Second Har-
vest Food Bank, screeches to a halt, volunteers 
joyfully rush to grab boxes and begin sorting 
mountains of fresh, crisp apples; sweet pota-
toes; plump, juicy tomatoes; and dairy products 
like cheese and milk. One of Huntland UMC’s 
members, Jeff Hill, arrives at the same time in his 
forklift from the local farmer’s co-op to unload 
the pallets of food from the truck. 

A

Brittany Hill



A transformation happens as the diverse 
array of visitors converges around the 
bounty. As a sense of unity washes over the 
crowd, strangers become neighbors, sharing 
anecdotes and smiles. Here, friendly faces 
and open hearts pave the way for a genuine 
connection, where each interaction brings 
unity, care, and a belief in God’s love.

The food giveaway began long before 
the current pastor, Randy Brown, arrived 
at Huntland UMC. However, the determi-
nation and giving spirit of the volunteers 
never wavered. The Rev. Allison Gilliam, 
the church’s former pastor, was instrumen-
tal in starting this ministry. 

It all began with a collaboration 
between volunteers from Huntland UMC 
and Westside Church of the Nazarene in 
Tullahoma and its Family Food Ministry. 
In the early days of the pandemic, West-
side Church had leftover food from its 
giveaway in Estill Springs at the drive-in 
theater. That’s when Wendy Johnson, a 
volunteer with the Nazarene Church, 
reached out to the Rev. Gilliam. Together, 
they rallied a group of church members to 
distribute food in Huntland. 

For Huntland UMC’s first giveaway, 
it contributed 40 packages of freshly cut 
chicken paired with delicious farm-fresh 
corn, a generous donation courtesy of 
Gary Horton. En route to the event, he 

made a pit stop at his farm to harvest the 
corn that would complement the chicken.

This program has become table-lad-
en for countless individuals and fam-
ilies, offering food security and nour-
ishment across Middle Tennessee and 
Northern Alabama. They went from 
serving 40 families during their first 
giveaway to serving up to 407 families 
at a recent food giveaway. 

The volunteers, many from other church-
es, are just as diverse as the visitors they serve. 

“Several of our members, such as Chris-
tie Beiler and Ed and Rondalynn Gill, are 
now volunteering at other food giveaways 
throughout the course of the month. We 
are also very grateful to one of the local 
food trucks for showing up every month to 
feed the volunteers,” said Brown.

The program’s ripple effect is evident 
as some recipients, inspired by the church’s 
generosity, become volunteers themselves. 

“There are some people who have 
been recipients of the food giveaway who 
need the food, but they also want to help 
in the distribution.”

The early morning line of cars snaking 
around the church grounds points to the 
struggles many people in the community face. 

“There are people who sit in the cars 
for two or three hours before the distribu-
tion starts because there’s such a big need.”

This initiative reminds one woman and 
her family that they are not alone. 

“She told me, ‘My husband passed 
away not long ago, and I’m helping my 
daughter raise her children, and this re-
ally helps us to get through the month,’” 
Brown recalled. 

Stories fuel dedication in volunteers 
who find purpose in lifting others’ spirits 
and pouring into a cause bigger than them-
selves. Many arrive early, their hands eager 
to sort and pack and their hearts brimming 
with the desire to make a difference with 
each box of food they unpack.

Their mission to pour into the 
community is far from over. Brown 
envisions building a network of 
continuous support that empowers 
individuals and families to reach their 
full potential. Within the church’s 
reach, people all over Tennessee and 
beyond will share countless stories of 
hope and gratitude. 

“It’s important for our church to be 
visible in the community. We want to be 
known in the community so that if there’s 
an opportunity where we can meet a need, 
that will happen,” he said. GN
 
For more information on how to get involved, 
call (931) 967-1920.  Address: 108 Method-
ist Ave., Huntland
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Temp-to-Hire Staffing •Direct Hire Placement
Onboarding Services • On-site Supervisor
3PL Travel jobs • 3PQI Quality inspection

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track Hoe
Site Prep

Demolition

Roads & Driveways
Grade Work

Pads
Ponds & Lakes

Underground Utilities

Complete Rock 
Hammer/Rock 

Removal

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!

931-993-9710
575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359

• Interior & Exterior Railing • Pool & Yard Fences
• Driveway & Pedestrian Gates • Guard Railing
• Residential & Light Commercial

ExtraordinaryExtraordinary  Craf tsmanshipCraf tsmanship
Custom Design

www.southernironworks.comwww.southernironworks.com

1000 South Jackson St. | Tullahoma
www.satisfactionwindows.com
Mon-Fri, 7AM - 4PM | Sat & Sun, Closed

(931) 455-0595

Family Owned 
& Operated 

TENNESSEE’S PREMIER 
SUPPLIER OF WINDOWS, 

DOORS & GUTTERS

Come See Us - Sales, Service & Parts
TEXT Us: 931-277-4922 

962 AEDC Rd. | Winchester, TN

www.pioneermotorcycles.com

PIONEER MOTORCYCLESPIONEER MOTORCYCLES

Text Us About Our Motorcycle & 
Off-Road Spring Service Special

And Save And Save 
1010%% OFF OFF**

*Ask dealer for compete details. Expires 6/29/24
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• Camper Shells
• Bed Covers
• Bed Protection

• Hitches
• Steps
• Lighting

• Tool Boxes
• Racks
• Jeep Accessories

• Van Equipment
• Much More

931-488-4999 // www.MobileLiving.us // mobilelivingtn@yahoo.com
1104 Madison St. // Shelbyville, TN 37160

Gift Certificates Available!

May 18May 18th, th, June 1June 1st st & 15& 15thth
Donut Saturdays!Donut Saturdays!

Advanced orders recommended. Call today!

10026 David Crockett Hwy. • Belvidere, TN 
swisspantry@gmail.com 
www.swiss-pantry.com

(931) 962-0567

Save the dates: 
Vendor Market Day, Saturday, June 1st

Annual Open House, Saturday, October 5th

Coming June 1st - Key Lime Pie & Lemon Icebox Pie

Winchester PodiatryWinchester Podiatry
155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 • Anderton/Smith 155 Hospital Rd. Suite 1 • Anderton/Smith 
Building at the hospital in Winchester.Building at the hospital in Winchester.

Charles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFASCharles D. Ganime, DPM, FACFAS

FootFoot & &  Ankle CareAnkle Care
• Diabetic Foot Care
• Sports Injuries
• Heel & Arch Pain

• Ingrown Toenails
• Hammertoes
• Foot & Ankle Care

• Bunions
• Warts

(931) 968-9191 • www.winchesterpodiatry.com

CHAMPS SEPTIC TANKCHAMPS SEPTIC TANK  

(931) 962-3446(931) 962-3446

• Septic Tanks 
• Driveway Tile
• Field Line Pipe
• Septic Tank Cleaning



 My dad took me fishing 
 at a young age and 
 introduced me to catching,   
 cleaning, and cooking. 
                   - Jerry Little



Childhood 
Memories 

and Legacy
 Waters
Jerry Little reflects on cherished 

memories at Woods Reservoir.
By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Brooke Snyder

T
HE EARLY morning sun cast long shadows across the still waters of Woods Reservoir in 
Franklin County. A gentle breeze ruffles the surface, creating soft ripples that shine brightly 
in the golden sunlight. The atmosphere vibrates with the calls of waking birds. Chirps and 
whistles echo across the 3,600 acres of water. Since the beginning of time, experienced anglers 

have cast their lines along the shoreline, their figures silhouetted against the rising sun. Some perched 
on old wooden docks, a look of concentration resting on their faces as they waited for a tug on their 
lines. Others stood knee-deep in the shallows, casting their baited lines with practiced ease, their boots 
leaving behind fleeting impressions in the soft mud. In the distance, a lone boat, its white hull cutting 
through the glassy surface, left a gentle wake in its path. Its occupant, a figure barely visible under a 
wide-brimmed hat, scanned the water with a practiced eye, searching for the telltale signs of lurking 
fish. The air carried the faint scent of pine needles and damp earth, a mixture that evoked the feeling 
of the surrounding woodlands. A calm breeze carried the distant sounds of traffic from the nearby 
highway, a stark contrast to the serenity of the scene.



Jerry’s introduction to the world of fish-
ing was not a mere pastime; it was a rite 
of passage, a heritage passed down from his 
father, Watt Little. As a young boy, Jerry, 
like a miniature reflection of his dad, took 
his first steps into the enchanting realm of 
the reservoir. 

“My dad,” Jerry recollected, “took me 
fishing at a young age and introduced me 
to catching, cleaning, and cooking.” 

Those early memories of special 
moments around the lake created the 
foundation for a bond that would last 
for decades. Jerry’s childhood memories 
unfolded like a reel of film, each scene 

capturing the essence of his connection 
to fishing. 

Woods Reservoir became the breeding 
ground for these familial adventures. Watt 
and their next-door neighbor, Mr. Castle-
berry, became Jerry’s mentors and compan-
ions in the pursuit of the perfect catch. 

“It was a joy to watch him,” Jerry re-
called as he witnessed his father’s skills at 
play. The camaraderie they forged during 
those fishing expeditions laid the ground-
work for a family tradition that would en-
dure across the years.

Their best trips entailed cooking 
bass, crappie, and other favored delica-

cies by the lake and sharing meals to-
gether as a family.

“All the trips to Woods Reservoir were 
good. But the ones where we actually 
caught and cleaned some fish and cooked 
them at the lake, that’s about as fresh fish 
as you can get,” he said.

“We made hushpuppies and fried taters 
and just enjoyed ourselves as a family. Af-
terward, the old folks would sit and tell 
us fishing stories, and [we] kids would sit 
around and listen.” 

Woods Reservoir offers plenty of bank 
and boat fishing opportunities, thanks to 
its easy accessibility and spacious waters. 

Jerry and Jeremy Little➤
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Five public boat access sites and four 
fishing piers dot the shoreline, providing 
convenient launch points for anglers. The 
state has further enhanced the fishing 
experience by placing 10 fish attractors 
throughout the reservoir.

Over the years, Jerry witnessed many 
changes to the reservoir but remained cap-
tivated by its beauty. Its waters still held the 
magic of his childhood memories, rekin-
dled when he took his son, Jeremy, fishing 
just as Watt had done with him.

According to Jerry, patience and en-
joyment constitute a perfect day of fish-
ing. He humorously added that you can 

redeem a bad day of fishing with a vis-
it to the grocery store for a fresh catch. 
Sometimes, the experience matters more 
than the outcome.

When it comes to techniques for suc-
cess, Jerry provides seasonal insights. In 
winter, slow fishing in deeper waters is key, 
while spring calls for a focus on crappie and 
bass fishing. Jerry advises casting lines fur-
ther out to maximize success.

Many might remember the local conve-
nience store that graced Woods Reservoir’s 
dock. For Jerry, memories of the shop bring 
back vivid and special memories. 

“When I was a young person, it was a 

pleasure to stop in and get minnows and 
worms, or artificial bait,” he shared.

“The inside of the store was nice. 
They had fish mounted on the walls. 
They also served good food. It was just a 
friendly place.”

Though the small shop is no longer in 
business, those memories will last for years 
through stories passed down from genera-
tion to generation.

Generations have found serenity at 
Woods Reservoir. Following in his fa-
ther’s footsteps, Jerry continues the tra-
dition, casting memories onto the water 
alongside Jeremy. GN
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Heavy Equipment & Event Rental
2433 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN (Beside Ascend Federal Credit Union) 

931-962-0406 | www.ReliableRentalfc.com
Jeremy & April Acklen, Owners

Serving your rental needs for 28 years

Aerators • Tillers • Seeders • Super Seeders • Much More

It’s Lawn & It’s Lawn & 
Garden SeasonGarden Season

We’ve got the 
equipment you need!

CUSTOM STEEL BUILDINGS
LIFETIME METAL ROOFING, SHAKE SIDING
VINYL SIDING, WINDOWS, GARAGE DOORS

Over 30+ Colors Available

Call today!
(931)962-8859

Financing available! 
Check us out on Facebook!

Clark’s Home Solutions, LLC 
792 David Crockett Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398  

3619 Cowan Hwy., Winchester, TN 37398 • (931) 967-9765
inspiritseniorliving.com/franklinmanor

VA Approved 
Care

AN INSPIRIT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

BRYAN MYERS, M.D.

Winchester:
161 Shirley Dr.

(931) 962-0450

Manchester:
1034 McArthur St.

(931) 954-5111 

Tullahoma:
100 Hunters Ln., Suite 100B

(931) 393-4700

MELODY HARRISON, NP-C SAHARRA JEWELL, APN

Making A Difference Making A Difference 
In Women’s LivesIn Women’s Lives

Thank you for voting us Franklin Co Finest OBGYN!!!!

Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithssepticpumping.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Let Us Take Care Of 
Your Septic Tanks
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www.zaxbys.com

931-967-2527
2909 Decherd Blvd., Winchester, TN

20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK
Regular or Buffalo

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH
Meal or Sandwich only

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE 
CLUB SANDWICH
Meal or Sandwich only

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal or Sandwich only

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal or Sandwich only

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal or Sandwich only

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct., 5ct., 6ct. 
Buffalo: 4ct., 5ct., 6ct. 

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS
Regular or Buffalo

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS
Regular or Buffalo

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL
Regular

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL
Regular

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL
Regular

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct., 10ct., or 20ct.

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct., 10ct., or 20ct.

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
10ct., or 20ct

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct., 10ct., or 20ct.

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried, Grilled, or Garden

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried, Grilled, or Garden

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 

FRIED PICKLES 

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular or Large

COLESLAW - CUP 

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular or Buffalo

THE NIBBLER 

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, 
and a Treat.  

KIDDIE FINGER

KIDDIE CHEESE

SHAREABLES & SIDES

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
Three 

DESSERTS

DRINK 
Small, Medium or Large

GALLON OF SWEET 
OR UNSWEET TEA

KIDZ® DRINK 

MILK 
Regular or Chocolate

APPLE JUICE 

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, 
Ranch, Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, 
Tongue Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot 
Honey Mustard, Sweet & Spicy, 
Teriyaki, BBQ, Buffalo Garlic Blaze

SAUCES

8 Crispy Shrimp with 
Zaxtail Sauce Served with 
Texas Toast, Crinkle Fries, 
and Small Drink.

New Southern 
Fried Shrimp 
Meal

4 Crispy Shrimp with 
Zaxtail Sauce. 

Add to your chicken meal 
for a spin on surf & turf.



I  LOVE THE water. It can be any type — a swimming pool, 
a beach, or a lake. Birds flying, wildlife drinking, and people 

enjoying activities bring so much joy to so many. What better 
way to spend an afternoon lunch or evening dinner? When 
I go to Drafts & Watercrafts, I imagine being on vacation; 
when I’m done, it’s only a few miles away from home. Nestled 
on the serene shores of the lake, just minutes from downtown 
Winchester, Drafts & Watercrafts offers waterfront relaxation 
with delicious food and drinks. With a prime location that boasts 
stunning views of the water, it has quickly become a favorite 
for locals and visitors alike. If you get hungry while on a boat at 
Tims Ford Lake, you can pull right up and dock, then go back 
out to continue the fun on the water. The restaurant has opened 
for the summer season as of April 22. 

One of my favorite dishes is the irresistible pulled pork 
nachos. These nachos are piled high with tender, smoky pulled 
pork, melted cheese, fresh tomatoes, creamy sour cream, and 
jalapeños on a bed of crispy tortilla chips. Every chip I grab has 
just enough of everything for an eventful union of textures and 
flavors, making it the perfect appetizer to share with friends and 
family or enjoy as a hearty meal on its own. 

Drafts 
water-
crafts
Eat like you’re on vacation while 
being minutes from home.
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If I’m not getting the mouthwatering nachos, 
you can bet I’m ordering the wings. I usually 
order hot or barbecue, and sometimes even both. 
Whether you like them spicy, sweet, dry, or with 
barbecue sauce, the wings are always large, cooked 
to crispy perfection, and served with your choice 
of dipping sauce. Depending on the day or night, 
you can take in the lake’s tranquil views or listen 
to live music while enjoying your favorite dru-
mette or flat. Either way, you’ll understand why 
these wings are a crowd favorite. GN

DRAFTS & WATERCRAFTS
91 Slip-A-Way,
Winchester
(931) 201-5516

Shannon Beebe
franklincountyfoodcritic@gmail.com

GOOD NEWS IS
COMING TO DINNER!
We will feature a local 
food critic’s thoughts as they dine in Franklin 
County. This month Shannon Beebe visited 
Drafts & Watercrafts.

GREAT
FOOD!

GREAT
VIEW!
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931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

1201 Dinah Shore Blvd.
Winchester, TN 37398 
(931) 967-2777

Bennett’s 
Pharmacy

bennettspharmacywinchester.com

Treat DadTreat Dad

Made with real ice cream!

Scrumptious Cool Treats
From Our Old Fashioned Soda Fountain

• Chicken 
   Salad Plate
• Famous Bloody Marty
• Cones • Sundaes
• Banana Splits
• Much More

Prestige
(931) 967-4321

We Have Buyers!
Franklin County’s 
MOST powerful 
home selling 
team!

Pam Peck 
(931) 580-8321
pampeckc21@gmail.com

John Michael Peck 
(931) 636-7020
johnmichaelpeckc21@gmail.com

1810 Sharp Springs Rd.
Winchester, TN 37398
48 years experience

2229 Decherd Blvd.
Decherd, TN
(931) 967-5511

www.FranklinFarmers.com

• Flowering & Fern Hanging Baskets
• Bedding Plants: Flowers, Herbs, Vegetables
• Onion & Potato Sets
• Garden & Flower Seeds
• Wind Spinners
• Garden Flags
• Wind Chimes
• Summer Clothing

Lawn & Garden SeasonLawn & Garden Season

337 Main St.
Huntland, TN

(931) 469-7592

 

goodnewsmags.com/stories

We want to build stronger communities through positive, local 
stories. We can’t do that without your submissions. Submit a 
story idea, and it could be featured in the magazine.

Tell us something

good



Charlie and Joe Bondurant➤
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This section of the magazine covers This section of the magazine covers 
local people or businesses you need local people or businesses you need 
to know about.to know about.

 

Submit a positive
story on our website: 
goodnewsmags.com
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VACATION
in Franklin County





JOHN
LOVETT



THE LUCAS 
HOUSE

By Amanda E. West

Photography by
Brooke Snyder and 
submitted by Jane Lovett

Reviving 
Belvidere’s 
hidden gem

F OR NEARLY seven years, 
John and Janie Lovett 
watched with sadness as the 

old Lucas house, rumored to be one 
of the first homes in Franklin County 
to be electrified, slowly withered 
away behind overgrown hedges and a 
crumbling second-story porch. Since 
John is the president of the Franklin 
County Historical Society, and he 
and his wife are both active members, 
this grieved the Lovetts daily.

At one time, the tracts sur-
rounding the mill were under 
various ownership. These included 
a textile factory, mercantile store, 
cotton gin, blacksmith shop, post 
office, school, and several residenc-
es, but most of them disappeared 
one by one. The Lovetts knew that 
if bulldozers leveled the Victorian 
home, its historical significance to 
the entire county would also disap-
pear, and one of the last remnants 
of the village would be snatched 
forever from future generations.

“We were notified that the Ten-
nessee State Museum in Nashville 
had been chosen to administer funds 

allocated to help the struggling small 
museums throughout the state,” said 
John Lovett. “This was designated a 
Capital Maintenance and Improve-
ment Grant, so we applied and were 
successful in securing a grant. The 
house had been allowed to deterio-
rate markedly, as had the lot itself, 
so we debated whether to tear it 
down. The fact that it was the only 
remaining intact building - other 
than the mill - in the immediate 
vicinity and the former residence of 
several generations of factory own-
ers encouraged us to pursue saving 
it. Local contractor and museum 
supporter John Bush provided an 
estimate for the work. The grant 
will pay for the exterior stabiliza-
tion, including foundation and floor 
structure repair, roof replacement, 
front porch rebuilding, and mend-
ing of the siding. We hope to have 
the work completed by the end of 
June 2024, in accordance with the 
grant requirements.”

The Lovetts believe a family 
with the surname of Rachielles 
who worked at Falls Mill may have 
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been the original occupants of the 
home, but in 1884, the Lucas family 
took ownership. In 1928, owner John 
Lucas died, so in 1930, E.C. Wheeler 
Auction Company out of McMinn-
ville tried unsuccessfully to auction 
the home, mill, and 110 acres into 
individual lots. The “J. H. Lucas home 
property” never sold due to the hard-
ships of the Great Depression, and up 
until the Lovetts purchased it last year, 
it had been owned by descendants of 
the same family for the last 140 years.

 “After the lot was cleaned up, the 
house was assessed to determine a plan 

for restoration. This proposed project 
focuses on stabilization, weatherproof-
ing, and first-phase - primarily exterior 
- restoration of the Lucas house, with 
the intent of utilizing it as a visitor cen-
ter that will highlight the history of the 
village and its residents. We also plan 
to use it as a meeting facility and event 
venue,” said John Lovett.

The Lovetts feel it is important to 
date the house accurately, so they’ve 
hired Dr. Maegen Rochner of the Uni-
versity of Louisville to conduct a tree 
ring study of the timbers used during 
the initial construction of the home 

to give them an approximate date of 
construction. Once the contractor 
completes the initial work to stabilize 
the home and the requirements for the 
grant are met, they plan to appeal to 
their museum members to help with 
renovations of the interior, possibly 
through an “Adopt a Room” campaign.

Since 1984, the Lovetts have 
poured their lives into restoring the 
mill, with all its inner workings and 
intricate pulley systems that once 
powered textile machinery and ground 
corn and wheat by water power. They’ve 
collected and restored an extensive as-

John and Janie Lovett
➤
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- John Lovett

After the lot was cleaned 
up, the house was 
assessed to determine 
a plan for restoration. 
We also plan to use it as 
a meeting facility and 
event venue.

sortment of textile-related artifacts, which are displayed 
on all three levels of the mill. They also moved a large 
log home to the property shortly after purchasing the 
mill and restored it as their private residence.

Finding extra time on his hands in 2020, John 
lovingly crafted a complete replica of a one-room 
schoolhouse from logs he scavenged from a local farm 
and repurposed. Now, as they restore the Lucas home 
to its former glory, the Lovetts are interested in dona-
tions of period-appropriate furnishings and fixtures, 
especially those in and around Franklin County. The 
restoration of the Lucas house will provide another 
crown jewel to the Falls Mill community.

For a nominal fee, you can tour the mill and 
museum and enjoy a piece of heaven right here in 
Belvidere this summer. The Lovetts also host down-
home picnics, old-fashioned workdays, and seasonal 
festivals on the property. GN
 
For a list of activities available this summer, 
go to www.fallsmill.com.
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FAMILY 
TRADITIONS 
EMERGE AT 
THE ELK RIVER

By Jeriah Brumfield

Photography by
Brooke Snyder

How a Tennessee 
river became 
a second home 
and traditional 
staple for 
one family.

A S SUMMER approaches, families 
eagerly anticipate the break from 
daily routines, preparing to em-

bark on new adventures. Friends load up their 
RVs, ready to hit the open road and create 
unforgettable memories. It’s a season of ad-
venture. The Elk River, cascading below Tims 
Ford Dam in South Central Tennessee, is 
an oasis where cool water and inviting pools 
glisten under the sun. In the deeper stretches, 
fish dart and gleam, their scales flashing like 
jewels. It’s a place of endless fascination, an 
ecosystem inviting those seeking serenity and 
new experiences. 

For some, the Elk River is a second home, 
an integral part of their lives for generations. 
It’s a place that holds memories as precious as 
the glittering fish that call it home. 

It’s no wonder that 25 years ago, Lolita 
Golden asked her boyfriend, Karl Jones, 
“When are you going to take me fishing?” 

She immediately fell in love with the area. 
Lolita, raised on a farm in Holders Cove, 
found her own slice of heaven wading in the 
creeks on her family’s land. Karl grew up 
in the Farris Chapel community and spent 
many childhood days fishing the pond on his 
family farm.

As Karl grew older, he and his friends 
explored the Elk River’s stunning landscape, 
floating, fishing, and camping on the weekends. 
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LOLITA AND 
KARL JONES





- Lolita Jones

When I came along, 
he took me floating on 
the river and camping 
on weekends. He 
taught me how to fish 
with crickets.

What makes the Elk River deeply person-
al for the Jones family is the bond Karl and 
Lolita shared over the water. This was well 
before she gave birth to their two children. 

“When I came along, he took me float-
ing on the river and camping on weekends. 
He taught me how to fish with crickets,” 
Lolita remembered fondly. “I had never 
been to such a quiet, peaceful spot and nev-
er caught so many fish. It was so quiet and 
peaceful and beautiful to observe nature.”

The couple soon married, and as their 
family grew, so did their river adventures. 
Karl built a little spot on the boat for their 
daughter, Brooke, with a cute umbrella, 
allowing her the space to enjoy the ride in 
her infancy. The birth of their second bun-
dle of joy, their son, Austin, added a new 
dimension to their family traditions. 

“We loaded them up, packed tents, 
coolers, and fishing poles into a small 
14-foot Jon boat, and floated down the 
river to our camping spot. Our friends and 

their children would go too, and there was 
nothing better.” 

On weekends camping along the river 
became a blend of old and new, where the 
children learned to fish, build fires, set up 
tents, and appreciate the great outdoors. 
They bantered and played together in the 
river, catching minnows, skipping rocks, 
and swimming. 

River days weren’t always 
smooth-flowing. On one trip, the 
family and friends enjoyed a beautiful 
evening, lulled to sleep by the warmth 
of the air and the coolness of the water. 
They woke up the next morning to a 
massive downpour as their tent filled 
with water. Despite a day of continuous 
rain as they floated downstream to their 
vehicles, the families didn’t let a little 
rain stop their shine.

“The fishing was good. So we had a 
good time,” Lolita shared. “We still laugh 
about that trip.”

Successful fishing trips are familiar to 
the family, and especially to Austin. Since 
toddlerhood, he has been reeling in catch-
es alongside his father and close friends on 
the Elk River. His fishing prowess led him 
to join the Franklin County Junior and 
High School Bass teams, exploring lakes 
from Watts Bar to Kentucky Lake on the 
Tennessee River. 

Before the era of COVID-19, Austin’s 
skills earned him fifth place at Toledo Bend 
in Louisiana with his partner, securing a 
spot in the high school BASS Nationals.

Over the years, Lolita and her family 
have marveled at the wildlife. They’ve wit-
nessed many river wonders from clouds, 
trees, wildflowers, and the kids wading in 
the water with friends. 

“The wildlife we spotted is amazing,” 
Lolita said.

Deer, mink, snakes, fish, birds, and even 
bald eagles have graced their experiences. 

The family and their friends now enjoy 
Tims Ford Lake on their pontoon boat, 
downrigging at night. They delight in 
afternoon boat rides, pulling the kids and 
their friends on the inner tubes.

Karl and Lolita take their cousins 
from Florida and their boys out for tubing 
and fishing along the Elk River during 
family reunions. An experience sparked a 
newfound passion for fishing in one of the 
boys, who now participates on a fishing 
team back in Florida. 

Karl and Lolita recently switched from 
tents to a camper. The family embraces the 
added comfort of their trips, exploring and 
enjoying the amenities of the wonderful 
campgrounds in the area.

Reflecting on 25 years together in 
2023, they realized it all began with a 
simple question: “When are you going to 
take me fishing?” GN

Brooke and Karl Jones

➤

ISSUE 5 2024 / /  45GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY



JOSH AND 
GINGER BONDURANT



FRESH AIR, 
SWEET TREATS, 
AND FAMILY FUN

By Jeriah Brumfield

Photography by
Brooke Snyder

The Bondurant 
family’s odyssey 
as marina owners 
and agents of 
family memories.

S TEP INTO the Bondurant 
family’s world: a serene 
escape where the ebb and 

flow of Tims Ford Lake ownership 
has shaped not just a marina but a 
legacy. With roots embedded in the 
waves since 1984, the Bondurants 
share a family odyssey of creating 
slices of paradise where every ripple 
in the water reflects the years of 
unforgettable memories families have 
made on the land.

The Bondurant family has long 
been known for their hospitality, 
quality, and the simple joys of living 
life to the fullest. 

“We saw the need for a full-ser-
vice marina where people could have 
a good time,” Charlie Bondurant said. 

Guided by the timeless principle 
of treating others as they would want 
to be treated, their interaction with 
every visitor who steps onto their 
marina is embedded with genuine 
kindness and respect. 

A SHIFT IN TIDES: THE BIRTH 
OF FOREST RV RESORT 
Upon selling their previous marina, 
Tims Ford Marina, Joe Bondurant 
had an idea for a new venture — a 
forested haven that would become 
the Forest RV Resort. The RV resort, 
located on 50 acres near the marina 
and state park, emerged as a seamless 
blend of luxury and nature. 

Charlie elaborated, “We cleared 
only the necessary trees, creating 74 
full-service spots, all paved in con-
crete, connecting to electricity, water, 
power, and sewer.”

Discover the magic of Lakeview 
Marina, boasting 13 rental boats, two 
of which are double-deckers with 
slides attached. This promises families 
a day filled with fun in the sun.

The resort, bordered by walking 
trails leading into the state park, ema-
nates tranquility. Fully equipped with 
bathrooms, laundry rooms, pavilions, 
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- Charlie Bondurant

We saw the need 
for a full-service 
marina where 
people could 
have a good time.

and children’s playgrounds, these 
spacious spots offer visitors a place 
to stay and an experience immersed 
in nature. The shaded and concreted 
areas of the resort allow children 
to cruise through the land on their 
bikes.  

OBSTACLES AS 
STEPPING STONES 
A major ice storm in 1996 dam-
aged one of their docks and many 
pontoons, leaving the entire dock to 
sink — a devastating blow for the 
marina owners. 

“We’ve gone from some things 
that were very devastating to many 
moments and friendships that hold 
special memories,” Joe’s wife, Gin-
ger Bondurant, said. 

Despite the hardships, the tran-
quil atmosphere has always served 
as a source of strength for the Bon-
durant family, motivating them to 
keep making their marinas a little 
more like heaven for visitors.

“We’ve watched some of the 
children grow up, from when they 
were born to when they were 18 
and leaving,” Ginger continued. 

CONTRIBUTING TO 
THE COMMUNITY 
Beyond recreation, the Bondurants 
have become a hub for transient 
workers. From traveling nurses to 
Jack Daniel’s employees and Arnold 
Air Force Base workers, the RV 
park serves as a temporary home for 
those on short-term assignments. It 
warmly embraces every visitor who 
desires a brief escape. 

A GLIMPSE INTO 
THE FUTURE 

With plans for a second phase 
of the RV resort, the Bondurants 
prepared to dive deeper into the 
evolving desires of their guests. 
The challenge lies in finding the 
delicate balance between nature 
and modern conveniences. 

“People talk about ‘glamping,’ 
and they rent teepees, wagons, and 
tents, so we’re just trying to figure 
out what people actually want to 
do,” expressed Charlie. 
 
HARMONY WITHIN 
THE FAMILY  
The family dynamic has been a 
cornerstone of the Bondurant 
family’s success. Charlie; his brother 
Joe; Joe’s wife, Ginger; their son, 
Josh; and other family members 
seamlessly complement each other’s 
strengths. The bonds between them 
create a well-oiled machine that 
orchestrates their success. 

With Joe and Josh managing 
operations, Ginger in financial 
management, and Charlie man-
aging marketing and sales, each 
role contributes to the overall 
success of their family’s legacy.

“We’re all involved in the lake 
and outdoors and helping people 
have fun,” enthused Charlie.

A LEGACY OF HOSPITALITY 
The Bondurant family’s story is 
not merely about marinas and RV 
resorts. It has long been a narrative 
in Tims Ford Lake’s story. It’s a 
culmination of hospitality, com-
mitment, and adaptability — the 
perfect blend for visitors who seek 
solace by the waters. After all, 
there’s nothing like a staycation in 
your own backyard. GN

Penny and Thomas➤

Charlie Bondurant, Chris Nix, Ginger Bondurant, Joe Bondurant, and Josh Bondurant ➤
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goodnewsmags.com/advertise

We want to build stronger communities through 
positive, local stories. We can’t do that without 
advertisers like you. Reach an engaged audience 
that wants to support your business.

Call us at (800) 247-7318 

B E C O M E  A N  A D V E R T I S E R

Be part of
something
good
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Ain't It Funny...
How Time Slips Away

Happy 40th 
Anniversary, Mike!

Love Ya, Sandra

32 Memorial Drive
Winchester, TN 37398
(931) 967-0200
elkriverhrofwinchester.com

Sign On 
Bonuses

Apply in person at: 
32 Memorial Dr. Winchester, TN 
or online at: ElkRiverHRofWinchester.com

We now offer Pay 
in Lieu of Benefits 
for FT Nurses and CNAs

Nursing positions require a 
Tennessee certification. 
Long-term care experience a plus.

• RN’s - Night Shift
  $6,000 Sign On Bonus

• PRN LPN’s
• CNA’s

Don't Compromise,

Switch 
& Save

16 S. Jefferson St., Winchester, TN
(931) 262-2024

Melinda Drake
License 2299033
mdrake2@farmersagent.com

Personal & Commercial
• Auto • Home
• Life • Health

• Recreational Vehicles

Advertisement produced on behalf of the following specific insurers and seeking to obtain business for insurance under-
written by Farmers Insurance Exchange, Fire Insurance Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Com-
pany, Farmers Insurance Company of Washington (Bellevue, WA) or affiliates. In TX: insurance is underwritten by Farmers 
Insurance Exchange, Fire Insurance Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company, Farmers Texas 
County Mutual Insurance Company, Mid-Century Insurance Company of Texas or Texas Farmers Insurance Company. In NY: 
insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange, Truck Insurance Exchange, Mid-Century Insurance Company or 
Farmers New Century Insurance Company. Home office, Los Angeles, CA.
Each insurer has sole financial responsibility for its own insurance. List of all insurers and states where licensed at farmers.
com/companies/state/. Not all insurers are authorized in all states. Not all products, coverages, features and discounts are 
available in every state and may vary by state. Restrictions, exclusions, limits, and conditions apply. See agent for details.

931.967.1672931.967.1672 |  | 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398 23 S. College St., Winchester, TN 37398 
www.LynchRigsby.comwww.LynchRigsby.com

Firm Lic #302, Auction Lic #4909

Check out our current auctions 
and listings at lynchrigsby.com

The Sign of Experience 
& Results



Jim, Jay, and Charlie Reynolds➤
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This section of the magazine covers 
local events, charities, and nonprofits.

 

Submit a positive
story on our website: 
goodnewsmags.com
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3

4

5 6

1.  Delton Bolin   2. Roxi Branch and family   3. Lyndi Bean   4. Zana Wooten, Courtney Damron, and Amber Wooten
5.  Knox, Dahlia, and Laura Daidone   6. Kathy Syler, Hollie Taylor, and Jillian Elliot

Photos submitted by folks in the community

Friends from Franklin County and 
surrounding areas gathered to witness 
the solar eclipse, a once in a lifetime 
event. The eclipse happened on April 
8 as darkness came over the area in 
the middle of the day.
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Solar Eclipse - April 8



1 2

3 4

1. Bill Beaty   2.  Keith Jaco
3. Dillian and Waylon Wilder   4. Millie Heineman and Lilli Anderson

Photography by Brooke Snyder

Pack the Park held up to its 
name last year. This year, Pack 
the Park was at a new, larger 
location. The event was held at 
the Winchester City Park on 
Saturday, April 13, beginning  
at 10 a.m. Many cars were 
shown to the community.
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Pack the Park - April 13



INSPIRE
MORE GOOD
Donate or volunteer at your
local charities and nonprofits.

Franklin County
Rescue Squad
Volunteers providing essential 
rescue services.
(931) 967-4532
www.fctnready.com/search-
%26-rescue 

Friends of Tims
Ford State Park
Helps Tims Ford State Park 
improve visitors’ experiences 
through volunteer and 
financial assistance.
friendsoftfsp@gmail.com 
www.friendsoftimsfordstate-
park.com 

Almost Home 
Transitional
Housing Program
Provides transitional housing 
while networking individuals 
and families with organizations 
to affirm permanent placement.
(931) 968-2503
Facebook: Almost Home Tran-
sitional Housing Program

Franklin County
Animal Control
Helps the community by being 
responsible for animal welfare, 
licensing, and enforcement. 
(931) 967-5389

Sewanee
Community Chest
Provides funding for education-
al, youth activities, community 
projects, and health services.
www.sewaneecivic.org/com-
munity-chest/ 

Rain Unlimited Inc.
Creates a positive, safe place 
for teens to congregate, 
mentor, and offer faith-based 
teachings indoors as well as 
share God’s great outdoors 
with youth.
(931) 308-0998
www.camprain.org

Broadview Parents
Organization
Promotes parent involvement
at Broadview Elementary 
School.
www.broadview.fcstn.net/bpo 

931Cares Inc.
Provides community service 
and assistance to those in need 
of housing, food, shelter, and 
related services.
931Cares@gmail.com
Facebook: 931Cares

The FullMoon
Healing Project
Advocates for trauma survivors, 
offering peer-to-peer support 
and resource allocation.
(931) 691-8520
www.thefullmoonhealingproj-
ect.org 

Early Literacy
Ambassadors
Offers free, evidence-based 
reading interventions to chil-
dren in South Central Ten-
nessee to break the cycle of 
poverty through literacy.
www.earlyliteracyambassadors.
com
Facebook: Early Literacy Am-
bassadors

Good News Magazine’s 
mission is to build 
stronger communities 
through positive 
stories. We encourage 
you to donate and 
volunteer at local 
nonprofits to spread 
more good in your 
community.

56  / /  ISSUE 5 2024 GOOD NEWS FRANKLIN COUNTY



See more options or 
add your organization 
to the listing:
Scan the QR code

New Life TN
Provides services to individuals with intel-
lectual and developmental disabilities.
(931) 967-0100
Facebook: New Life TN 

Scotties Rock
Foundation Inc.
Raises funds to assist Scottish terrier own-
ers and rescue groups with limited financial 
resources with veterinary care expenses 
through a pay-it-forward concept.
ourscottiesrock@gmail.com 
www.scottiesrockfoundation.org
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This Space Is 
Reserved For You!
Show Your Support For Local Nonprofit 
Organizations By Sponsoring This Page!

 

Join inspiring local charities and become a part of a movement 
that embodies the true essence of compassion. Not only will 
you have the opportunity to connect with readers on a deep 
and meaningful level, but you will also have the chance to 
uplift your brand in an impactful way. 

Contact me today! 
(931) 308-7898
Sandra@GoodNewsMags.com

Sandra Thomas
Publishing Partner
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We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S





Schedule your service and we 
will take care of the details.

At Home Pickup
At Work Pickup 

✔✔
✔✔

www.RussellBarnett.com

LIFETIME
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

Ask Us About OurAsk Us About Our
Russell Barnett Chevy GMC
931-967-4513
1981 Cowan Hwy.
Winchester, TN

Russell Barnett Ford 
931-967-2277

4055 Tullahoma Hwy.
Winchester, TN

VIEW OUR INVENTORYVIEW OUR INVENTORY
View Our Inventory or Schedule Service Appointments Online

*Ford Pickup & Delivery is offered by participating dealers and may be limited based on availability, distance or 
other dealer-specified criteria. Does not include parts or repair charges. A nonoperational vehicle is not eligible and 
will require a Roadside event.

Stay in Play Mode
With Ford Complimentary Pickup & Delivery*


