
Sat., May 18, 2024

The NewsHopper furnished FREE, because of the advertisers. Please let them know you appreciate it. First Copy FREE, subsequent copies  $1 per copy.

Vol. 25 •  Issue 20

email: hopper@crosbyironton.net
www.newshopper.net

PRST   STD
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Brainerd, MN 
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PO Box 562, Ironton 56455 
 218-821-1393 By Appointment Only

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

Hurry - 
Don’t Delay
Call Today!

Valuable Coupon

$79$79 BEAT THE HEAT BEAT THE HEAT  
A/CA/C

CHECK CHECK 
SPECIALSPECIAL

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Memorial Day usually marks the unofficial start of summer, so it’s essential to get your air conditioning system ready to handle 
the hotter temperatures before they  arrive.  If you’ve got an older air conditioning unit, it’s even more crucial to keep a regular 

maintenance schedule. It can mean the difference between a cool, comfortable home or one that feels like an oven. 
You’ll also avoid longer wait times for service as the temperatures rise!

Don’t let the heat 
cause an A/C meltdown 

in your home!

Are you experiencing digestive issues,Are you experiencing digestive issues,
 weight gain, brain fog,  weight gain, brain fog, oror low energy? low energy?
Are you experiencing digestive issues,
 weight gain, brain fog, or low energy?

Call 218-851-9626 to register for our FREE webinar,
 Discovering The Hidden Reasons

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

  PROPANE AVAILABLE PROPANE AVAILABLE 
including for including for 
Motor HomesMotor Homes

WE HAVE 

AMMO

American Steel Buildings & Carports

25% 25% OFFOFF!!BUY  
NOW

UP
TO

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

UNCLAIMEDUNCLAIMED  
FREIGHT NORTHFREIGHT NORTH
HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5
Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin

218-927-6446

WE HAVE WE HAVE 
LIVE BAITLIVE BAIT

FISHING GEAR HERE! RECLINERS 
starting at $299.98

QUEEN MATTRESSES
starting at $249.98

Get Ready forGet Ready for

Memorial Day WeekendMemorial Day Weekend

HICKORY STUMP PUB 
TABLE WITH CHAIRS

$2,359.98 

GET 
YOUR 

 MATTRESS SALE

salesale

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Open 7 Days a Week!
Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Memorial Day Hours: 9:00 a.m. -  5:00 p.m.

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*
* on In Stock Items

 Locally Owned and Operated

Get ready for summer with unbeatable deals on outdoor seating, dining sets and so much more!

Upgrade your patio Upgrade your patio 
furniture today!furniture today!

Upgrade your patio 
furniture today!

Memorial Day  Memorial Day  Patio FurniturePatio Furniture BLOWOUT BLOWOUT!!

!!

  All  “In Stock” Serta Mattresses On Sale!All  “In Stock” Serta Mattresses On Sale!

  and and 
eveneven  

 Select  Select 
ItemsItems  

       Storewide Discounts       Storewide Discounts
  60%, 60%, 70%70%,,            80%80% OFF OFF
          Storewide Discounts    Storewide Discounts
  60%,60%,  70%70%,,            80%80% OFF OFF

“ My prediction is it is go-
ing to be very good fishing in 
May this year. The ice went off 
quite early which advances 
the spawning season — ev-
erything is further advanced. 
Normally, during a cooler 

season, we do not see this 
much fish activity. But after 
the spawn there should be 
lots of fish activity this year,” 
said Linder.

In the Brainerd Lakes area, 
he said Gull Lake is a good 

choice for anglers, as well as 
Whitefish and Pelican. Mille 
Lacs will be catch-and-re-
lease only. Leech Lake is also 
on his radar for early-season 
success.

By ANN SCHWARTZ
If you avoided the crowds 

for Fishing Opener Weekend 
you may be ready to dip a line 
in the water this weekend. 
The good news is the water 
temperature has warmed due 

to the mild winter and early 
ice-out. Therefore, all the big 
bodies of water are eminently  
fishable, as are the smaller 
lakes.

James Linder, president 
of Linders’ Angling Edge in 

Brainerd, predicted a great 
fishing opener. Angling Edge 
produces fishing programs for 
outdoor television channels 
and is the newest manifes-
tation of the In-Fisherman 
brand.

Mild winter, early ice-out, leads to warm water for fishing this spring

Continued on Page 6
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CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-3371

For Delivery or Pickup
1-888-450-3460

Washed Sand • Washed Rock
Class 5 Gravel • Fill Sand

Crushed Concrete • Granite Accepted

AGGREGATE:AGGREGATE:

https://www.ruttgers.com/dining/white-oak-grill

 8 a.m.- 8 p.m. Daily
Book your tee time at ruttgers.com/golf

Alec's Alec's 99  Golf CourseGolf Course  

Jack's 18 Jack's 18 Golf CourseGolf Course    

 NOW OPEN! NOW OPEN!

OPEN

White Oak GrillWhite Oak Grill
OPEN

Monday - Wednesday 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Thursday & Friday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Saturday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
(Bar Only 8 a.m. - 11 a.m.)
Sunday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(Bar Only 8 a.m. - 11 a.m.)

Ruby's on the LakeRuby's on the Lake
OPEN for Breakfast Daily

7 a.m. - 10 a.m.

Auntie M'sAuntie M's
OPEN 

Thursday - Sunday 
7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

17698 MN 6 
Deerwood 

25039 Tame 
Fish Lake Rd 

Deerwood 

17698 MN 6 
Deerwood 

ruttgers.com/dining/white-oak-grill

ruttgers.com/dining/rubys

• Ann's Bay Lake Boutique • Ann's Bay Lake Boutique 
• Bay Lake Boutique • Bay Lake Boutique 

• The Garage • The Garage 
 ruttgersretail.com 

Thursday-
Sunday 

9 a.m.- 5 p.m. 

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

Retails Shops are ALL OPEN 

Tell ‘em you saw it in the NewsHopper
Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

Send your photos, stories and community events to
 hopper@crosbyironton.net

For current road conditions 
and detours on Minnesota 
highways, visit 511mn.org 
or get the free smartphone 
app at Google Play or the 
App Store.

Learn about 2027 plans 
for new Highway 210 round-
about in Pillager  

The Minnesota Department 
of Transportation invites the 
community to learn about 
plans to improve Highway 
210 from Motley to Pillager, 
Cass County, on Wednesday, 
May 22.

The open house will take 
place from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 

Pillager Community Center, 
207 East Second Street, near 
the Pillager Fairgrounds. The 
public will have the opportu-
nity to visit with project staff, 
view design layouts and ask 
questions at the event is drop-
in style event. 

MnDOT plans to resurface 
and improve nearly nine 
miles of Highway 210 from 
Highway 10 in Motley to 
east of south junction Cass 
County Road 1 in Pillager; 
replace a box bridge east of 
49th Avenue SW; and install a 
new roundabout on Highway 
210 at south junction Cass 
County Road 1 (River Street) 
and 37th Avenue in Pillager. 
The project is currently in the 
design phase and scheduled 
for construction in 2027. 

When complete, travelers 
will benefit from a smoother 
road surface, improved safety, 
access and traffic flow, espe-
cially at peak hours.

For more information, con-
tact Kelly Hoppe, project 
development manager, at 
kelly.hoppe@state.mn.us or 
218-537-6220 or visit the 
Highway 210 project web 
page: www.mndot.gov/d3/
projects/pillager.

Motorists who travel on 
Highway 169/210 between 
Aitkin and Hassman will 
encounter an extension to 
the current detour as work 
begins in the city of Aitkin 
on Monday, May 20, reports 
the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation.

The closure will extend 
west of Aitkin County Road 
12/83 (400th Avenue) to the 
Ripple River bridge. Crews 
will reconstruct Highway 
169/210 and widen the 
shoulders; add center left 
turn lanes, walk, curb and 
gutter; and replace drainage 

structures beneath the road.
Here’s what to expect May 

20 until mid-July:
Work zone: Multiple crews 

and equipment will work 
along Highway 169/210 east 
of the Ripple River bridge in 
Aitkin to Highway 210 in 
Hassman. 

Detour for through traffic 
extends into the city of Ait-
kin and continues through 
McGregor 

Motorists to follow High-
way 169 (Minnesota Avenue 
at Highway 210 in Aitkin 
to Highway 47 (4th Street 
South), County Road 4 (Dam 

Lake Street), Highway 65 
McGregor and Highway 210. 
See detour maps, including 
close-up of local access in 
Aitkin. 

Aitkin is open to local 
traffic: Access for those who 
live, work or visit within the 
work zone will be open and 
maintained. Expect changes 
to access, gravel or grooved 
road surfaces, flaggers, pe-
riodic stops and alternate 
one-way traffic. Please slow 
down, follow construction 
signs and stay out of barri-
caded areas.

When the highway is 
complete this fall, travelers 
will benefit from a wider, 
smoother and stronger road 
surface; improved safety, 
access and traffic flow and 
updated drainage.

For more information and 
to sign up for email updates, 
visit the project webpage: 
www.mndot.gov/d3/projects/
aitkin-hassman/.

All construction activities 
and traffic impacts are weath-
er dependent and subject to 
change. MnDOT urges mo-
torists to always be attentive, 
drive with caution and slow 
down in work zones where 
workers are present.

Highway 169 detour extends into Aitkin, work in town begins May 20

& PAINT STORE
East of Aitkin on Hwy. 169/210 • 218-927-3117

HYYTINEN

We are Open
during Hwy. 210/169 Road Construction.

Watch for Signs
Always Accessible via the Service Road!

Hours: 
Mon – Fri: 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., 
Saturday: 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
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Hoppers Helper’s Service DirectoryHoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Pet Care Service

Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.  	
tfn

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

Insurance

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

More Obituaries on Page 4

ENTURE

ORTH

ANDSCAPE

FREE ESTIMATES 
CALL CHRIS • 218-330-1748

 

Landscape Design and Installation 
Landscape Remodel  •  Landscape Repair 

Paver Patios and Walkways 
Paver Cleaning and Repair 

Retaining Walls 
Black Dirt and Lawn Repair 

Lakeside Work  •  Bobcat Work 
Timber, Rock and Boulder Work

by Design 

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

May
16th - 19th -  Nord Hus Scandinavian Goods Grand Opening in Crosby
18th  - Emily United Methodist Blooms, Books, Bazaar, and Bake Sale 
18th -  Glory Baptist Church Best Life Ministries Women’s Event “Be the Light” with a light breakfast and 

lunch, three workshop speakers, times of worship and prayer, along with encouragement and motivation 
stories and Scriptures to lift up those around us in the difficult days we are experiencing. Cost is $25. 
Purchase tickets at Glory Baptist or online at bestlifeministries.com.

23rd - Flying Solo – Creating the New Life as a Single Person at Crosslake Lutheran Church from 12:30-4 
p.m.  You are invited to participate in this class that looks at the grief experience and how to create the new 
life after loss of relationship.  Topics include review of the loss process, how we experience loss in different 
ways, barriers to transitioning to recovery and tools for building a life that does not include the loved one 
that was lost.  The group is facilitated by Gail Smith and is limited to 10 people so that there is time to 
reflect and share.  Many have found this session to be helpful in making connections and to find support 
in the loss process.  To sign up for the class, please call the church office at 218-692-3682. 

June
6th - Music in the Park at Crosby Memorial Park on Serpent Lake from 5 to 8 p.m. Call Cuyuna Lakes Cham-

ber at 218-546-8131 for more details.

  AJANZEN AUCTIONEERS

BOB, JEREMY & ASSOCIATES • Aitkin
88 Years  of Quality and Professionalism

 218-927-4488 or 218-851-0879 cell • jerjanzen77@gmail.com
Please visit our websites: www.janzenauctions.com 

or www.midwestauctions.com/janzen
for full auction line up, photos and directions
Like us on Facebook @ Janzen Auctioneers

MORA/BROOK PARK AREA AUCTIONMORA/BROOK PARK AREA AUCTION
Saturday, May 25 • 10 a.m.Saturday, May 25 • 10 a.m.

2560 Plum Street, Brook Park, MN
 (Watch for signs) 

Unable to attend? Many items available for online 
bidding www.proxibid.com/janzen

KIM & BARRY 
SHERWOOD 
PERSONAL 
PROPERTY 
AUCTION 

SKIDSTEER: 2014 Bobcat S550 skidsteer w/dirt bucket, heat & AC, radio, high flow 
hydraulics, 1322 hrs in excellent condition, Skidsteer quick attach forks ATV’S: 2021 
Cub Cadet Challenger M750 EPS side by side w/manual dump box, 259 miles like new 
condition, 2017 Arctic Cat Alterra XT 700 four wheeler 4WD w/1814 miles, very clean 
machine, TRAILER: 14 ft. DCT Silverline aluminum trailer w/fold down rear ramp & spare 
tire, LAWN & GARDEN: Cub Cadet Z Force L 7000 series zero turn lawn tractor, 24 HP, 
48 in. cut, DR field & brush mower pull style, 16.5 HP, Charbroil stainless gas grill, Two 
wheel lawn cart, pull style great for firewood too, Pull style lawn seeder/fertilizer, (2) Patio 
or deck chairs w/ table, Pine custom built picnic table, Garden hose, long handled lawn 
& garden tools, ANTIQUE HORSE DRAWN WAGONS: Late 1800’s Studebaker triple 
box horse drawn wagon on John Deere running gear, 53 in. high wheel, names on front 
& rear axle, all original pin striping on wheels & axles, all original writing on the box, floor 
in excellent condition w/tongue, this is a beautiful wagon, Trisco horse drawn wagon on 
Weber running gear all original, w/grain gate, overall beautiful condition, Late 1800’s Fish 
Brothers horse drawn wagon w/ Fish Brothers running gear, PRIMITIVE COLLECTIBLE 
FARM IMPLEMENTS: Hero new number 1 seed shaker w/screens beautiful condition, 
John Deere end gate seeder, John Deere wooden tractor toolbox, Single trees, double 
trees & eveners, ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES: Harvard goat wagons, Helm Farris 
& Co Skeeboggan 1920’s, Antique spinning wheel, Fire Chief metal pedal car, Bob O 
Link bobsled w/braking system 1950’s era, Fire department metal pedal car late 40’s or 
early 50’s era, Iron Clad metal wagon w/metal wheels, Wooden horse tricycle w/saddle & 
metal wheels, Go Dink sled, Lone Star wooden washing machine w/plug, Wonder baler 
wooden press all original, Eagle Junior double bucket fruit press, Single bottom horse 
drawn plow w/all the iron pieces, Davis swinging butter churn #2 Vermont Farm Machine 
Co. Bellows Falls VT, John Deere Van Brunt 5 hole seeder w/ tool all original in beautiful 
condition, Early 1800’s Large tobacco shredder, Antique wooden one man drag saw 
horizontal or vertical, Cub Cruiser made by John Deere toy wagon replica (new in box), 
Marks wind up metal horse toy in working condition & Hop A Long Cassidy metal wind 
up toy, Keystone metal fire truck w/bell, Buddy L sand & gravel truck, Merton Berle metal 
windup w/box works as it should, Tonka #5 Metal fire truck, Keystone rail car, Skating 
Hobo wind up toy, Antique metal car & camper trailer, Coca cola carrier, Collectible 
Pepsi cooler used in airlines, Bag Balm metal flange sign, Little Jimmy acrobat metal toy 
works as it should, Wagner Children’s cooking set scale size for children, waffle maker, 
flat iron, tea pot, kettle & fry pan, Metal airplane windup, flip over, Japanese squirt gin 
WWII era, Salesman sample JD plow 1800’s, Singer sewing machine salesman sample 
or children’s, Keystone battery operated wooden boat, Crescent salesman sample or 
children’s stove, Eagle salesman sample or children’s stove, Queen salesman sample or 
children’s stove, Wooden Norwegian snow scooter 1930’s, Antique wall mounted coffee 
grinder, Orangette, Frostie Root Beer metal sign & Nugrape thermometer, Crate full of 
milk pint glass jars, Tri City Dairy WI, Collectible churn & mixer, Wooden Pepsi crate & 
collectible old Pepsi signs, Structo toy semi w/ metal trailer, Smaller tobacco grinder, 
Log, Ice tongs & ice/ wood saws, Small Collectible thermometers & small advertising 
pieces, Antique wall phones, (3) Primitive hay forks,Coca Cola & Pepsi 6 pack metal 
advertising stand, w/ wooden 6 pack holders sold separately SHOP TOOLS & RELATED, 
New scaffolding set, Heavy duty saw horses Variety of gas cans, Electrical cords, Soda 
blaster, Aluminum extension ladder ITEMS OF INTEREST: Maple Syrup supplies, 50 
gallon sap holder, (2) burners, 5 gallon pots, 30 stainless pails & spouts, Large glass two 
tier display case w/sliding glass doors, (2) DQ Grill & Chill signs new in crates, one 4 ft.  
and one 8 ft.  yellow black & white in color, English saddle, Billy Cook saddle & other 
saddles, Large spool fence wire, (2) Homemade land rollers, (2) wooden wagon wheels 
for decoration, Large variety of T posts, Lumber pile with all different sizes, Livestock 
waterer's, Misc. horse tack, bits, harness & lead ropes, 5x8 chain link dog kennel w/dog 
house & other covered dog kennel, 4x8 sheets of Luan, Collectible wooden windows, 
Large quantity of floor & wall tile HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS & RELATED: Maytag 
stainless refrigerator side by side w/ice maker, Power recliners, Kitchen table & 4 chairs, 
(2) Wooden bar stools, Hoosier style cabinet, Coffee & end tables, Leather couch & foot 
stool, Oak office desk, Wildlife artwork & other framed artwork, Antique fireplace utensils, 
Chainsaw carved horse statue, Large chainsaw carved horse bench, Queen bed w/wood 
head board, bunk bed set w/pull out trundle bed

  5% Buyers 
Premium

JOHN LINDBERG
John “Jack” V. Lindberg, 85 of 

McGregor, died Tuesday, May 7, 
2024 at Essentia Health – Saint 
Mary’s Hospital in Duluth.  

Services will be 1 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 19, 2024 at Rab-
bit Lake Cemetery, Aitkin. He 
was born January 12, 1939 in 
Superior, Wisconsin the son 

of Ellsworth Verner and June Dorothy (Armitage) 
Lindberg.  He graduated high school at Duluth East 
and then attended North Dakota State University.  He 
earned degrees in: Pharmacy, B.A. in Business, Minor 
in Psychology, Major in Chemistry Science and Math 
and was a substitute teacher at U.M.D.  While working 
at Peoples Drug in Superior, WI. John met the love 
of his life Ann. John Verner Lindberg and Ann Elaine 
Otterson were united in marriage October 28, 1979 
in Blackberry, Minnesota.  They were inseparable, 
working side by side for over 23 years owning and 

operating Lindberg Pharmacy in McGregor. They 
enjoyed time with family and together at home in 
the garden.  They shared a love of God and were 
members of the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Aitkin.

John is survived by: Steve & Jenny LaFlamme of 
McGregor; Linda & Mike Lundgren of Circle Pines; 
Robert & Heidi LaFlamme of Superior; Debbie Hagen 
of McGregor; Al LePage of Minneapolis; Scott Watkins 
of McGregor and Erin Bruneau of Mora; Tina & David 
Jodell of Aitkin; Many grandchildren, great-grand-
children, 2 nieces and nephew, Many other special 
relatives and friends.

  He was preceded in death by his parents Ellsworth 
and June, wife Ann, daughter Laura LePage, son Bill 
LaFlamme, grandson Robert “Robbie” LaFlamme 
and sister Joni.  

  Arrangements are with Sorensen-Root-Thompson 
Funeral Homes & Cremation Services in Aitkin.  Go 
to srtfuneral.com to leave a message of condolence.

LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

Get on the list for Summer Mowing and Yard Maintenance

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing/Trimming • Debris Removal 

Tree Trimming • RipRap and Shoreline Repair 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

We Do Rock Work, We Do Rock Work, 
Rip Rap andRip Rap and

Fire PitsFire Pits  

Get 
on the 
List for 
Spring 

Clean Up

Call for 
a FREE 
Quote!

Serving the 

Lakes Area   Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., May 18, 2024)

 ORDINANCE AMEND-
MENT SUMMARY
CITY OF CUYUNA 
On May 13, 2024 the City 

of Cuyuna adopted Ordinance 
Number 02-2024, Ordinance 
Number 03-2024 and Ordi-
nance No RZ 01-24, amend-
ing the City of Cuyuna Zoning 
Ordinance No. 903 to modify 
Section 9.03.04, “Rules and 
Definitions,” Section 903.13, 
“General Requirements,” Sec-
tion 9.03.03,  “Jurisdiction, Ap-
plication and Interpretation,” 
Section 906.06, “Single and 
Two Family Residential Dis-
trict,” and 906.07 “Multi-Fam-
ily Residential District.”  The 
ordinance modifications de-
fine and regulate the use of 
recreational vehicles, storage 
containers, extend the per-
mit expiration timeframe, and 

establish an SSTS drainfield 
to road right-of-way setback 
requirement. The ordinance 
also amends the city’s zoning 
map (RZ-01-24) to rezone PIN 
19310893 (owner: Kim Wynn) 
and PIN 19290513 (own-
er: Soo Line Railroad Co) to 
“Single and Two Family Res-
idential,” and PINs 19310911 
(owner: City of Cuyuna) to 
“Open.” The ordinance also 
modifies Ordinance 402B, cor-
recting spelling and reference 
errors in the city’s Subsurface 
Sewage Treatment Ordinance.

This notice is a summary 
of the ordinance amendments 
that were adopted by the City. 
A full copy the amendment 
and the City Code are avail-
able at City Hall. This amend-
ment goes into effect upon 
publication.

City of Cuyuna
Bill Bedard, Clerk/Treasurer

7.4

Crow Wing County an-
nounces Administrative Ser-
vices Director Debby Er-
ickson as the next County 
Administrator. The County 
Board unanimously approved 
the position at its May 14 
board meeting. She will re-
place County Administrator 
Tim Houle who will retire 
on July 12.

“It’s through the Adminis-
trative Leadership of Dr. Tim 
Houle that has allowed us to 
have internal bench strength 
that the full board was con-
fident we would find a re-
placement in our own staff.” 
said County Board Chair, Jon 
Lubke. “We are pleased to of-
fer Debby the role of County 
Administrator. Her wealth of 
knowledge and wide range of 
experience will help us with 
a smooth transition to support 
us and continue to drive our 
vision forward.”

Debby has over 30 years of 
service to Crow Wing Coun-
ty beginning in the county 
assessor’s office. She also 
served as a deputy county 
auditor and as the elected 
County Auditor and Audi-
tor-Treasurer responsible 
for strategic planning and 
oversight of finance, prop-
erty tax, vital records, and 
elections services for Crow 
Wing County. Debby helped 
establish the county’s Se-

nior Management Team and 
served as Chief Financial 
Officer and Chief Elections 
Officer for the county. She be-
came Administrative Services 
Director in 2015 where she is 
responsible for strategic plan-
ning and oversight of finance, 
information technology, facil-
ities, and election services, 
including coordination of 
annual budget and policies 
and procedures across the 
organization.

“I am passionate about 
public service, and as a life-
long Crow Wing County 
resident, I’m fortunate to have 
had the opportunity to dedi-
cate my career to advancing 
the vision to be Minnesota’s 
Favorite Place. I feel I bring a 
good set of skills and knowl-
edge to continue to advance 
that vision that the board 
has set,” Erickson said. “I’m 
always one who’s looking for 
the next challenge in front of 
me. I see this is an opportuni-
ty to embrace that challenge 
and continue the good work 

that we’re currently doing 
with the help of our outstand-
ing team working together to 
serve our community.”

Debby has a BA in Busi-
ness Management from the 
College of St. Scholastica. 
The Minnesota Association 
of County Officers (MACO) 
named Debby Auditor of the 
Year in 2017. She also served 
as present president of MACO 
in 2023.

Debby and County Engi-
neer Tim Bray were inter-
viewed on April 29 as finalists 
for the position.

Debby will replace County 
Administrator Tim Houle who 
announced his retirement on 
April 15. Houle has spent 
30 years working in county 
government with his career 
spanning four decades. In 
July 1994, Houle began work 
as the Morrison County Ad-
ministrator where he worked 
for 14 years. He then served 
16 years as Crow Wing Coun-
ty Administrator, beginning 
his career here in July 2008.

Erickson selected as administrator

[Ai tk in]  Independent 
School District#1 wants to 
hear from you!

Our Community will have 
two opportunities in May 
to be a part of Aitkin Public 
School District’s Listening 
sessions.

We invite the Aitkin Com-
munity to be a part of the 
process.
Opportunity #1

We will host a virtual ses-
sion, where you can log into 
a zoom meeting and take 
part in the activity. You will 

be asked a number of ques-
tions and asked to provide 
feedback through the chat 
option on the Zoom appli-
cation. We will be hosting 
our first community zoom 
Listening Session at 12:00 
noon on Wednesday, May 
22. The link to join the zoom 
meeting is: https://ics-builds.
zoom.us/j/84728216814 The 
zoom session will take about 
one hour to complete.
Opportunity #2

We will host an in person 
Community Listening session 

at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
May 22 in the High School 
Media Center. This session 
will last about one hour.

We invite our community 
to join one of these sessions 
to help provide guidance as 
we prepare for the next steps 
for ISD #1.

We hope you can join us 
and share your input about 
your thoughts and your vision 
for the future of ISD #1.

 Daniel J. Stifter
Superintendent  

Aitkin Public Schools 

School district’s listening sessions

C r o s s l a k e  L u t h e r a n 
Church will again host a 
community observance of 
Memorial Day on Sunday, 
May 26.

A more traditional wor-
ship service will be held 
at 8:30 a.m. in the sanctu-
ary at Crosslake Lutheran 
Church across from the 
campground.  The 10 a.m. 
Outdoor Worship will fea-
ture a larger ‘communi-
ty-wide’ Memorial Weekend 
observance. This is located 
at 14019 Daggett Pine Road, 
across from the Crosslake 
Community Center baseball 
field. Both services are open 
to the public.  

The celebration will in-
clude recognition of all vet-
erans and military personnel 

in attendance, special music 
and guest speaker, Russ 
Philstrom.

Philstrom enlisted in the 
US Army Reserves on his 
17th birthday in 1957 and 
served until 1965. He has 
served in a variety of work 
life positions including State 
of MN Revenue Division, 
Semi truck driver, and sales.  
He was elected to the Emily 
City Council from January 
1995-1999. Russ was elect-
ed to the Board of Directors 
of the Brain Injury Associa-
tion of MN in 2000, which 
is another one of his other 
interests after a near fatal 
snowmobile accident in 
1994.  He also serves as the 
Chairman for the Homeless 
and Wounded Warriors of 

MN and is widely known 
for his commitment to this 
population in the State of 
Minnesota. He is married 
to Virginia, and they have 
three children, 10 grand-
children and 10 great-grand-
children. He builds custom 
fishing rods in his free time 
when he is not doing Veter-
an charity work.  

The outdoor service will 
feature an aerial fly-over, 
weather permitting, the 
Crosslake-Fifty Lakes Amer-
ican Legion Post 500 Color 
Guard will provide appro-
priate honors to the colors 
and to the dead, including 
a bugler playing “TAPS.”  
Please join us to honor 
our troops, veterans, and 
country. 

Memorial Day Sunday service



4	 May 18, 2024	 NewsHopperTM www.NewsHopper.net

CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & Tyrel LaValle, pastors; 

Worship 10:15 am & 6pm; youth group Wed. 6pm;  11-1st 
Street SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church (formerly The 

Journey North) Tom Hoffman, interim pastor, Worship 
10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-
5617 thejourneynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory 
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ 
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

 Aitkin (Cedarbrook) — St. John’s (ELCA) Pastor Sarah 
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John’s Church Road, 
Aitkin.  Worship 9:00.  Sunday School 10:00 Sept-May.  
VBS Aug 5-8.  Bible Study 1st & 3rd Tues at 6:30 pm.  
stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-

Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 
Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30, Bible Study 

10:30; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.aitkinadventist.
org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

theran.church  
Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 

3rd Sun., 10:30.
Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 

Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 8:30; SS 10; Bible Study 

Wed. 7 pm; handicap accessible. 218-546-6910
Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.

com  Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor 
218-692-3682 May 19-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 8:30am, 
Outdoor 10am Indoor: 35960 CR 66, Outdoor: 14019 
Daggett Pine Rd

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship 
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. 
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9,  (alternates with 
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 
Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
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& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136
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Koop Funeral Home
32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
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PEPSI BENJAMIN
Pepsi Lee Benjamin, 41, 

died Monday, May 6, 2024 in 
St. Paul.

Tribal Rites were held on 
Sunday, May 12, 2024 at the 
East Lake Ceremonial Building, 
East Lake – McGregor.  Burial 
was in Woodland Cemetery, 
McGregor.  

She was born July 12, 1982 in Duluth.

Pepsi is survived by her son, Dakota Aportela; 
mother, Sharry Benjamin; father, Donald Graves; 
sister, Heather Benjamin; niece, Lila Benjamin; 
nephews: Jory, Victor, Daniel, Moses and Oso 
Benjamin; aunt, Lisa (John) Smekofske; uncles: 
Maurice, Frank, Tom and Kevin Benjamin; many 
other special relatives and friends.

Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

JAMES BLAKESLEY
James (Jim) Blakesley, 77, of 

Aitkin died Friday, May 10, 204 
surrounded by family. 

Masonic service will begin 
at 11 a.m. on  Wednesday, 
May 29, 2024 followed by 
the funeral service at So-
rensen-Root-Thompson Fu-
neral Home, Aitkin with Pastor 

Susan Cline officiating.  Visitation 
will be 10 - 11am Wednesday at 
the funeral home.  Military Honors 
will be provided by Aitkin American 

Legion Post #86 and Aitkin V.F.W. Post #1727. 
Private Inurnment will be at the Minnesota State 
Veterans Cemetery- Camp Ripley in Little Falls.  
Memorials are preferred to Legionville School Safety 
in memory of Jim.

Jim was born Leo and Dorothy (Swehla) Blakesley 
on January 14, 1947 in Aitkin. After spending his 
childhood on a farm outside Aitkin, he enlisted in the 
United States Navy in 1966. After being honorably 
discharged, he worked on the Great Lakes. He 
returned home and married Rosie Rono in 1970. 
They made their home in Aitkin where he worked for 
Bertram’s TV & Appliance and later opening his own 

business, Jim Blakesley Appliance & Repair. Jim 
was an active member of the city of Aitkin, serving 
on the city council and as a chamber member. He 
dressed up as Santa for the Fish House Parade for 
over 25 years and was captain of the riverboat. He 
volunteered as a lay pastor, was an Aitkin Jaycee 
and a Rotary member.  He also served in many po-
sitions for the Aitkin American Legion Post #86, 6th 
District American Legion, Legionville Safety School, 
and the American Legion Department of Minnesota 
Color Guard of Aitkin. Jim was a member of the 40 & 
8 Brainerd Mystic Lodge 213, Scottish Rite, Valley of 
Duluth, and Temple of Shriners International Duluth.

He is survived by his wife, Rosie Blakesley of 
Aitkin; daughter and son-in-law, Teresa and Chad 
Kleinschmidt of Little Falls; two grandsons: Adam 
(Lacy) Heglund of Little Falls and Alex (Raquel Ri-
etveld) Heglund of Royalton; great-grandchildren: 
Janie, Ariyahna, Landon, and Jordyn; great-grand-
dogs: Jerry, Kiki, and Scout; brothers: Larry and 
Gordon; sisters: Cindy and Vicky.

Jim was preceded in death by his parents.
A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -

rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

ELSIE SPECHT
Long-time area resident, Elsie 

K. Specht 98, died Friday, May 
10, 2024 at her home in Aitkin.

Services were held Thursday, 
May 16, 2024 in St. Johns 
Lutheran Church, Aitkin with 
Pastor David Becker officiat-
ing.   Interment was in Spencer 
Cemetery, Aitkin.  

Elsie was born January 18, 1926 to Hans and 
Caroline (Christensen) Hansen in Spencer Town-
ship. She attended Aitkin School and graduated 
in 1944. After marrying George, they worked many 
long, hard years on the farm in Cedar Brook. Later 
she went to work for the local Sheriff’s office until 
her retirement. After retiring, she enjoyed spending 
time in her garden tending to her flowers and shar-
ing many vegetables and berries with friends and 

neighbors. Throughout her life, she cared for others.  
She will be remembered as a hard-working, kind 
and caring person.

Elsie is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, 
Betty and Joe Balk; sisters: Carol Jackson of Boca 
Raton, Florida; Karen Warelchalk and her husband, 
Don of Isle of Palms, South Carolina; long-time friend 
Bill Thompson (BT); special friend and caregiver, Bri-
an Roettger along with several nieces and nephews.

Elsie is preceded in death by her parents, Hans and 
Caroline Hansen; former husband, George Specht; 
brothers: Charlie Hoffman, James Hansen and Fritz 
Hansen; sisters: Ruth Gray, Hazel Lofgren, Helen 
Johnson and Betty Beck. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

MARLENE MATTSON 
Marlene Ann Mattson, 79, of 

Crosslake died at the Gold-
en Horizons of Crosslake on 
Thursday, April 11, 2024.

A Graveside service will be 
held on Saturday, May 18, 
2024 at 2:00 p.m. at the Forest 
Cemetery in Aitkin.

Marlene was born in Aitkin on 
May 20, 1944 to Eli and Marjorie (Edwards) Jerry.

Marlene is survived by one son, DuWayne (Lorri) 
Mattson of Motley; two daughters, Carrie (Lynn) 

Maalis of Deerwood and Jackie Snook of Deer-
wood; step daughter, Cindy Dorr of Bemidji; one 
brother, Francis Jerry of Virginia Beach, VA; one 
sister, Ellen Grulhke of Aitkin; 11 grandchildren and 
numerous great grandchildren.

Preceding Marlene in death are her parents; her 
son, Scott Mattson; two sisters, Mary Fenstermaker 
and Jenny Wilson; and three brothers, William Jerry, 
John Jerry and Dan Jerry.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

RONN JOHNSON
Ronn Duane “Chipper” Johnson, 72, of Ironton 

died at the Cuyuna Regional Medical Center in 
Crosby on May 11, 2024.  

Services are pending.
He was born in Crosby on May 14, 1951 to Roy 

and Rose (Minarich) Johnson. He was a former 
in employee of Scorpion, the City of Ironton and 
Flannigan’s Auto Body.

Ronn is survived by his two brothers: Teroy (Ruth) 
Johnson of Brainerd and Roger (Polly) Johnson of 
Sartell; two sisters: Ramona Finnila of San Marcos, 
CA and Renee (Tony) Mellisinoss of Carlsbad, CA.

Preceding Ronn in death are his parents.
Arrangements are with the Koop Funeral Home 

of Crosby. To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.
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Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the NewsHopper

NewsHopper Classified Order Form

Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.

NewsHopper TM

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

AutomobilesAutomobiles

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled 
– it doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)
G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 844-913-2887. (mcn)

AutomobilesAutomobiles

Cont.Cont.
Get your deduction ahead 
of the year-end! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end 
tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-855-
977-7030 today! (mcn)
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

For SaleFor Sale

5 piece bedroom set- Solid 
Oak Vanity wide mirror, end 
tables, pedestal bed, Armoire 
$1,500 • 763-498-4873 
John Deere LX188 w/snow 
blower, mower deck, chains 
and weights $1,200 • 763-
498-4873

Health HelpHealth Help

Retired Nurse will help you 
with footcare, health and 
respite needs. 612-226-
7919. 

Health/MedicalHealth/Medical

AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
855-846-4036. (mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-716-2411. 
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)

Home ServicesHome Services

Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t 
fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-877-743-7971(mcn) 

 Miscellaneous Miscellaneous

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Cal l  today for  a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s Most 
Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of 
moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 1-855-
315-1216. (mcn)

NewsHopper
Deadlines are 
Mondays at 

Help WantedHelp Wanted

Truck driver with CDL, must 
have 3-5 years’ experience 
required, Diesel mechanic 
certified with 3-5 years’ 
experience, Office manager 
with QuickBooks, payroll, 
and transportation industry 
experience. contact 218-
927-3320 for further infor-
mation.

SafesSafes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair 
and locked safes opened  
• Heavy and light duty gun 
safes and vault doors on 
hand • High security safes 
for gold and silver • 320-360-
5431 w53

SalesSales

Garage sale/Flea Market, 
food. Sat & Sun, 9-3, 25760 
St., Hwy. 18.  wk23

 
TrailersTrailers

Utility Trailer brake & sus-
pension parts Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 218-927-2153

CROW WING COUNTY LANDFILL
Open Mon – Sat / 8am to 5pm (April to October)

For more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow 
Wing County for recycling and disposal needs. 

• Household Garbage
• Fiberglass boats
• Mattresses
• Furniture
• Mobile Homes
• Free recycling of lead-acid car/

marine batteries - NOT to be 
disposed of in the landfill

• Free compost of lawn and garden 
material (please separate brush 
and branches)

• Recycling of used oil filters
and anti-freeze

• Free oil recycling at the landfill and 

the County. Visit our webpage for 
 

www.crowwing.us and search “oil.”
• Demolition materials may be 

disposed in the demolition landfill 
for a fee

• Large appliances, electronics, tires 
with or without rims, and scrap 
metals can be disposed at the site 
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The Following Items are Accepted

Open Mon – Friday / 8am to 5pm  (November to March)

                                     Week of May 12, 2024             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

Advertise here statewide 
in 200+ newspapers for 

only $279 per week! 
Call 800-279-2979

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

GET DISH 
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 
movies, plus limited time up to $600 
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off  for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

DONATE YOUR CAR
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and secure a gen-
erous year-end tax credit. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 844/220-9501
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4 LOG HOME KITS SELLING FOR BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY

Offer not available to American Log Home Dealers*

• Make any plan design changes you desire!
• Comes with Complete Building Blueprints
   & Construction Manual
• Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included
• NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY!

BBB

A+ Rating
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Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-
West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call 
the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded 
messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are 
on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.844.907.2386
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 7/31/2024 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

1-833-912-3666SCHEDULE YOUR  
APPOINTMENT TODAY!
*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new 
residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen 
locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be combined 
with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. 
Consumer responsible for all sales tax. ◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. 
BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. 
In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most  
out of your lawn  
this spring.
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-829-3371 Call 218-829-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices!

Now DoingNow Doing
Spray FoamSpray Foam
 Insulation Insulation

R & R Landscaping MaterialsR & R Landscaping Materials

Mulch (Natural, Red or Brown)
Black Dirt  
Sand (Fill or Washed)
Class-5 (Natural or Recycle)
Washed Rock (Pea Rock 3/8, 3/4 or 1 1/2)

Loading Pickups and Trailers on Saturday 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 Located at 37590 State Hwy. 47, Aitkin

Call
218-851-9314
to place an order

RILEY’S NAPA RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLYAUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’SMINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF

Jeff Wiberg HarDwood Floors
Installing | Sanding | Refinishing

OVER 20 Years Experience

Jeff Wiberg, Owner

218-330-2576

Check me out on facebook

Fishing this spring | Continued from Page 1
“Anglers want to 

look at the relatively 
shallow spots in lake 
flats and rock-and-
gravel flats and de-
veloping weed flats 
in  5 to 10 feet of wa-
ter. The water tem-
perature for opener 
was in the mid-50s, 
which should lead 
to great fishing. We 
see perch, suckers 
and fatheads coming 
into the spawning 
flats and foraging in 
the shallow water — 
which brings in the 
prey fish. We see lots 
of fish by the ledges 
in 8-12 feet of water. 
The fish collect there 
in the warm water, 
out of the wind and 
weather.” 

L inde r  r ecom-
mends that anglers 
hug the shoreline and shore-
line-related structures. After 
the baitfish spawn the bigger 
ones come in for the harvest. 
“I like to do a lot of crappie 
fishing and then catch-and-
release of prey fish.”

For night fishing on spring 
weekends, Linder recom-
mends fishing off shore with 

Rapala baits, crank baits 
and mainstream jigs with a 
live shiner minnow. Or use 
a moon tail jig or hair jig 
or a mooneye jib and a soft 
plastic trailer such as a three-
inch swim bait. He also likes 
Rapala crank baits, shad raps 
and original Rapalas. “They 
are very good for trolling 
in slightly deeper water or 

night fishing in shallow 
water. 

“When I go out for 
crappies and bluegills, 
I normally don’t see 
that much traffic.” He 
was prepping for a 
tournament in Sturgeon 
Bay Wisconsin earlier 
this week. “I still love 
to fish and we do that at 
Anglers’ Edge but there 
is more to the job than 
just fishing all day. We 
do lots of marketing.”
Mille Lacs, Garrison 
Reef

Wayne Schmaltz, 
Garrison, owns Garri-
son Sports at the north-
west corner of Mille 
Lacs Lake. He carries 
c rapp ie  minnows , 
f a theads ,  sh ine r s , 
small-medium-large 
s u ck e r s ,  l e e ch e s , 
crawlers, wax worms 

and angle worms.
“I’d be pitching a shiner 

with a leech and later in the 
day switch to a bobber and 
a leech,” he advised anglers. 
Most anglers in his area go 
out on the northwest corner 
of Mille Lacs. “A quarter mile 
out is the Garrison Reef and 
we also have a sand break 

out there. The reef is rock 
and gravel on the west side, 

switching to rocky gravel 
with larger boulders further 

out. The center spine that 
runs through is shallow, with 
north and south side drop-
offs. Mainly walleyes now 
and when weather warms up 
pretty darn good smallmouth 
fishing too.” His customers 
fish Mille Lacs and surround-
ing lakes: Farm Island, Big 
Pine, Borden, Smith and all 
the lakes in Garrison, Pine 
Center and Aitkin areas.   

“I think fishing is going to 
be good. Wasn’t pressured 
very hard this winter. Time 
will tell,” noted Schmaltz.

Garrison Sports is located 
near several boat-launching 
sites. “The south Garrison 
Launch is one quarter mile 
away as is the Boat Harbor 
Marina. The North Garrison 
Access is about two miles 
away. I am open seven days 
a week and don’t get much 
time to do open water fish-
ing.”

Various road construction 
projects continue to impact 
traffic from the Twin Cities to 
Garrison and from Aitkin to 
Duluth. Check with MnDOT 
road maps before venturing 
out. 

Here’s to lots of fish in your 
pan for the 2024 spring and 
summer angling season. 

Wayne Schmaltz of Garrison Sports dips 
some bait for Fishing Opener Weekend. 
                 Ann Schwartz photo

Anglers enjoyed fishing while a fashion show commenced at 
Ruttger’s Resort on Bay Lake.

Logan Powell of Brainerd, holding a 13.5-inch 
crappie, was out for opening weekend with 
family friend Mason Vojtasek from Sartell).
                   Submitted photo 

Lester Kachinske of Grand Rapids, formerly 
of Aitkin, shows off two 30-inch lake trout 
from the Sioux Narrows in Lake of the Woods 
Canada.        Submitted photo
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