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San Jose has mounted a monthslong public outreach effort to gain feedback
for selecting the next police chief. Photo by Brandon Pho

Advocates want a say in
choosing San Jose police chief

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight
an Jose leaders could selecta
S new police chief by Septem-
ber. Butbefore they do, some
advocates are urging them to speak
with families who lost loved ones
to police shootings.

The city has mounted a month-
slong public outreach effort to
replace former Chief Anthony
Mata. The City Manager’s Office
met with a consortium of grass-
roots social justice and faith
groups, known as the REAL Coali-
tion, at the end of April. The city
also heard from hundreds of res-
idents across six community meet-
ings and an online survey. But
advocates with Silicon Valley De-
Bug, a criminal justice advocacy
group that works closest with vic-
tims of police violence, say they've
been left out of the conversation.

“Whoever’s going to run the
department needs to include us,”
Rosie Chavez, an organizer with
Silicon Valley De-Bug, told San José
Spotlight. “Somewhere in those
discussions should be someone
thathasbeenimpacted by the vio-
lence.”

SanJose Police Sgt. Michael Pina
shot and killed Chavez’s 33-year-
old nephew, Jacob Dominguez,
while Dominguez sat in his car
after being stopped by police in
East San Jose in 2017. A federal
jury found Pina liable for exces-

sive force and awarded Domin-
guez’s family $1 million in dam-
ages. Chavez and other families
have bonded through their unique
pain to change the region’s polit-
ical and social landscape with their
advocacy.

De-Bug founder RajJayadev told
San José Spotlight the city hasn’t
contacted the organization for
input on San Jose Police Depart-
ment’s next chief.

“From our experience, the com-
munity input process for the police
chief selection has mainly been
performative,” Jayadev told San
José Spotlight.

SJPD officials referred San José
Spotlight to the city manager’s
office for comment. Office spokes-
person Danielle Torralba said offi-
cials are open to hearing from De-
Bug families, and invited them to
contact the city before May 24.

“Various outreach and engage-
ment methods were completed to
gather input from individuals, fam-
ilies, workers and business own-
ers in San Jose, including people
who have or have had direct expe-
rience and interactions with pub-
lic safety at some point in their
lives,” Torralba told San José Spot-
light. “Everyone was welcomed to
participate.”

Silicon Valley De-Bug organizer
Laurie Valdez — whose partner
Antonio Guzman Lopez was shot

See POLICE CHIEF, page 3

Great accomplishments
for 2854 Robotics Team

By William Bellou
Publisher
eam 2854: The Prototype welcomes members
Tfrom all backgrounds and works with several
mentors to build competitive FIRST robots.
The club consists of four teams that compete in FIRST
Robotics competitions.

San Jose’s Team 2854: The Prototypes, is making a
name for themselves with several recent accomplish-
ments.

Founded in 2009, Team 2854 welcomes members
from all backgrounds and works with several men-
tors to build competitive FIRST robots. The club con-
sists of four teams that compete in FIRST Robotics
competitions. There are three FTC teams and one
FRC team.

FTC stands for First Tech Challenge; the robots are
smaller, and this is available to middle schoolers.
FRC stands for First Robotics Challenge: this level of
FIRST is more technically advanced and is only for
high school students.

This year Team 2854 qualified for the FIRST Cham-
pionship which was held in Houston, Texas April
17th - 20th. Team 2854 competed with other teams
from all around the world. In addition, Team 2854
was awarded the FIRST Quality Award, which cele-

Team 2854: The Prototypes win Quality Award at EBR com-
petition and Regional Engineering Inspiration Award at San
Francisco Regional.

brates machine robustness in concept and fabrica-
tion. This season, the club was also awarded the
FIRST Quality Award at EBR (East Bay Regional)
competition.

Team 2854 qualified for the FIRST Championship
after winning the Engineering Inspiration Award at SFR
(San Francisco Regional) in March. The Engineering
Inspiration Award celebrates outstanding success in
advancing respectand appreciation for engineering with-
in a team's school or organization and community.

“Over the last couple of seasons, Team 2854 has
concentrated its efforts on increasing the admiration

See ROBOTICS, page 3

Painful cuts are predicted to balance Santa
Clara County’ s fiscal $12.4 billion budget

By William Bellou monies instead of taxpayer dol-
Publisher lars.

ainful cuts are predicted to County officials are expected to

Pbalance SantaClara County’s | close the other half of the $250

$12.4 billion budget. million deficitby reducing expen-

County officials are trying to | dituresacross all departments by

bridge a massive deficit through | about $118 million. Most of the

an infusion of new revenue and
realigned costs to balance its fis-
cal year’s budget.

Proposed changes could close
about half of its $250 million gap
by shifting more patients over to
Medi-Cal to reduce costs associ-
ated with the county’s own pri-
mary care access program. A few
other solutionsinclude an increase
in building permit fees, selling
unused vehicles and other equip-
ment and the use of restricted

cuts may be achieved by elimi-
nating vacant jobs.

County resources may be cut for
the county’s participation in a
statewide child services program
known as First 5, which could
resultin reduced home visitation
services to high-risk children,
including those in foster care and
children who are pregnantor par-
entinga child. Other departments
seeing decreases include the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

SEE OUR LisTINGS OF LocAL ReaLToRs, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BAcK COVER
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Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf course
for ONLY. . .. $34.00 '

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million -
Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

Other Amenities:



SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ®m ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Community News

Team 2854: The Prototypes at FRC World Championships event. Row 1 (bottom): Suhaani Desai, Krisha
Shenoy, Raeva Desai, Priyanka Karunakaran, Antony Ton, Akarsh Shetty, Soham Palaiya, Harsha
Manamala, Sreekarthikeya Kankanala, Karun Pai, and Mihir Garg. Row 2: Bhavya Modugula, Ammaar
Ishtiaq, Aniket Patil, Max Do, Preetam Hegde, Sourish Gorthi, Sanjay Manamala, Nyel Umair, and
Abhay Jani. Row 3 (top): Musa Ghaffar, Navyaa Lalachandani, Aaron Joji, Sanjam Bahl, Aaroosh
Sinha, Aayan Jafri, Aryan Naik, Sashwanth Divakar, Anirudh Srikrishnan, Soham Ramtekkar, Nishant
Jonnalagadda, Krish lyengar, Kshitij Teotia, Aaron Pereira, Siddhanth Srikanth, Gaurav Thammineni,
Michaela Brant, Rukmangathan Balakrishnan, Anne Tran, and Roy Dumlao. Photo by Karun Pai.

Robotics

Continued from page 1

for STEM in our team and community,” said
Krisha Shenoy, Team 2854: The Prototype
Marketing Director. “We recently participat-
ed in events such as STEM night and Shark
Tank to help recognize FIRST robotics at Ever-
green Valley High School. We also organized
bake sales to help us connect with our com-
munity and raise profits.”

One of Team 2854’s greatest accomplish-
ments has been its Women in STEM outreach
program. Team 2854 recently partnered with
SWE (Society of Women Engineers) to hold a
panel and speaker event that reached more

ALMADEN TIMES ® MAY 24 — JUNE 6, 2024 m PAGE 3

to be part of an incredible community and I
hope everyone gets this opportunity!”

Sanjay Manamala - “Robotics has not only
taught me technical skills, but several intrap-
ersonal ones as well.”

Harsha Manamala - “When I first joined
robotics it was just another extracurricular, [
didn't even realize when it became a
lifestyle.”Soham Palaiya - “Everyday I wake
up and wait until robotics starts, cause that's
where [ am truly at home!”

Krisha said that Team 2854’s accomplish-

ments wouldn’t be possible without the sup-
portofits many sponsors which include Luna's
Sheetmetal Inc., Boeing, Roy Dumlao, The Do
Family, Dream Maker Fund, PG&E, Google, Olan-
der, Hack Club, JP Metal Fabrication, Solid-
Works, Evergreen Valley High School, Daniel
Bray, NASA, Nvidia, STV Inc., and Port Plastics.

For more information about EVHS Robot-
ics, email: robotics.evhs@gmail.com

If you would like to make a donation, use
this link: https://hcb.hackclub.com/dona-
tions/start/prototypes

than 200 High School students. The effort
resulted in increasing the number of women
on Team 2854 from just two to fifteen women
and the team expects that number to increase
in the coming months.

Here are a few quotes from club mem-
bers:

Jiya Sahlot - “When I joined FIRST, I didn’t
realize  would be making a difference in peo-
ple’s lives!”

Mihir Garg - “Joining robotics taught me
the power of a team and combining individ-
ual strengths for a bigger goal.”

Raeva Desai - “I joined for the robots and
stayed for the team.”

Samya Arora - “Robotics has allowed me

Police Chief

Continued from page 1
and killed by San Jose State University police
in 2014 — said the city should let De-Bug fam-
ilies meet with chief candidates personally.
Chavez added that it’s the city’s responsibili-
ty to reach out to them.

Torralba said the city plans to include com-
munity members in panel interviews with can-
didates for chief.

During the REAL Coalition’s April 25 meet-
ing with city officials, organizers raised the
need for community involvement in the inter-
view process. The coalition includes groups
such as Latinas Contra Cancer, Lead Filipino,
SIREN, Secure Justice and Sacred Heart Com-
munity Service.

Latinas Contra Cancer CEO Darcie Green said
the city has shown genuine interest in outreach
but agrees there should be more of an effort to
include people who have been directly affected.

“There are whole generations of people in
our city who want safety and just conditions
and view policing as just one way of getting at
that — and the city continues investing in a
way that assumes policing is the only way to

achieve public safety,” Green told San José Spot-
light.

With months to go before any final deci-
sion, Green said the city has room for more
public forums.

“The city may want to think about recon-
vening the Reimagining Public Safety panels,”
she said, referring to the community advisory
committee officials launched in September
2020 following the murder of George Floyd by
Minneapolis police.

The committee hita snagin April 2021 when
prominent members quit, claiming it lacked
structure and had no focus on police reform.
Organizers recreated the committee two
months later and came up with a list of rec-
ommendations.

“Some of those recommendations are gain-
ing traction and many have not been
addressed,” Green said.

Valdez said the city needs a police chief who
is from the community, not someone “from the
outside.”

“If you're from San Jose you’ll know exactly
what the community is about,” Valdez told San
José Spotlight. “If they can’t respect the com-
munity, how can they protect it?”
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Saturday, June 1, 2024
10-11 a.m.
Saratoga Farmers’ Market at

West Valley Community College

Sunday, June 2, 2024
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Los Gatos Farmers’ Market
at Town Park Plaza

Sunday, June 2, 2024
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Farmers’ Market at
Princeton Plaza, San Jose

Sunday, June 9, 2024
10-11 a.m.

Cupertino Farmers’ Market
at De Anza College

[OpGHOl
For more information call (408) 299-5050 or (650) 965-8737
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2024 San Jose
budget is tricky

By Matt Mahan

his year’s budget is different. It’s difficult.
TAnd itwill require the sacrifices and trade-
offs we all make when looking at our own
personal budgets.

in these areas.

Our City Manager has budgeted $27 million this
year alone to begin to meet this environmental
mandate. We will primarily do this by complet-
ing the nearly 800 modular units of interim hous-
ing we still have in our pipeline, standing up basic
shelter, including managed sites for safe sleep-
ing and safe parking, and beginning to clean up
and enforce no re-encampment zones along our
waterways. This will be neither easy nor inex-
pensive, butin the long run we will all

Except instead of cutting down on
eating outand sacrificing a family vaca-
tion, the City of San Jose must tighten
its belt to the tune of $52 million. My
March Budget Message gave direction
to the City Manager on how to do just
that.

And she delivered. Our City Manag-

be better off when we provide a basic,
safe alternative to unmanaged
encampments and, when available,
require that people use them.

In addition to these expanded
stormwater mandates, and just like
every family in San Jose, the City is
experiencing the same rising costs and
slowing revenue growth associated

er has put forward a proposed oper-
ating budget that accounts for our
multi-million dollar shortfall without
significantly impacting city services
our residents rely on and while con-
tinuing to make progress on the issues
that matter most.

Before I gettoo deep into the details, let’'s remind
ourselves of the budgetary challenges we face
this year.

First, we must comply with the Clean Water Act,
which requires us to eliminate pollution flowing
into our waterways and the Bay. In order for the
City torenew its Stormwater Permit, our Region-
al Water Quality Control Board has mandated a
100% reduction in pollutants entering key stretch-
es of our waterways by the middle of next year.
We estimate that 88% of pollutants entering our
rivers and creeks result from the 1,000+ people
living in unmanaged, unsheltered encampments

From the
Mayor

Matt Mahan
Mayor, San Jose

with persistently high inflation.
Despite these challenges, the City Man-
ager has managed to put forward a
balanced budget using the four strate-
gies [ recommended in my March Mes-
sage:

1.Finding cost savings and efficiencies with-
in city departments — the City Manager worked
with departmentheads to find $12 million worth
of proposed costreductions that will have the least
impact on services that touch our residents. Coun-
cil offices, including my office, will also face small
reductions to contribute to the overall target.
With an overall General Fund budget of $1.6 bil-
lion, the $12 million figure represents a modest
reduction.

2.Elimination of vacantroles — in a City with
7,000 employees, we always have vacancies. While
we would love to be better staffed to deliver the

best possible service to our residents, the City
Manager has identified 54 positions that have sat
empty (some, for along time) and can be removed
from this year’s budget to help close the gap.
Please note: police staffing-which is a top com-
munity priority-should actually expand in 2024-
2025 as we grow our Academy class sizes and
begin filling roles that are currently vacant but
still included in the base budget.

3.Finding new sources of revenue — The City
Manager has identified $29M in new and antici-
pated revenues from the state, county and other
sources. Some of these funds, assuming they are
secured, will be dedicated to future affordable
housing development.

4. Reallocating existing revenues to higher
priority uses — the City Manager proposes using
flexible Measure E funds to meet our Stormwa-
ter Permit obligations (e.g. interim housing, safe
sleeping/parking, encampment clean ups) while
using the new state and county funds identified
above to preserve between $22 million and $40
million for new affordable housing development.

[ want to thank our City Manager, Jennifer
Maguire, for proposing a balanced budget that
addresses our most urgent needs-including
stormwater permit compliance, continued police
hiring, ongoing blight fighting, and funding for
affordable housing-without requiring cuts to
other city services our residents rely on.

[ also want to thank my council colleagues for
recognizing the challenges we face, the impor-
tance of focus and flexibility, and the willing-
ness to find efficiencies across city departments.
I'm looking forward to putting together a June
Budget Message that continues to get creative
with the limited dollars we have, while pre-
serving investment in the core services our res-
idents demand.

ACTIVE ADULTS 50+ Z

The Almaden Senior Association Members are a diverse group of enthusiastic
active adults 50+ who enjoy new learning opportunities, new experiences, and_
new adventures. Join us today. Meet new people and get involved with
classes and programs that will enfance your life and open new doors.

N

RED DOG

HRE

Membership offers opportunities to enjoy...

e Exercise Classes for all levels & abilities.

e Lunch events with entertainment run by members of the
association.

e Trips to local and not so local places of interest.

Stop by the front desk at the Aimaden Community Center and ask
for an application. Currently Membership is free. Membership
includes a copy of our newsletter and offers you discounts on
classes through San Jose PRNS.

Events and Trips:

Stay tuned for upcoming events and trips. Plans are in the works for
new adventures over the next few months. We will announce them
here, in the newsletter and on our social media.

Social Media: For up to date information go to...
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/almadenseniors
Website: https://almadenseniors.org

Almaden Senior Association
at the Almaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE « 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)

RESIDENM AND SMALL BUSINESS PAPER _SHREDDIVI&GV
DROP-OFF SHREDDING SERVICE
WATCH IT SHRED!
o pApER SHR'EDDING HARD DRIVE
510D PERBOX | SHREDDING
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* OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT
* DOCUMENT PURGES

* PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

www.REDDOGSHRED.com
408-377-2925
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SAN JOSE YOUTH
SYMPHONY

2023 - 2024 SEASON

PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA

Season Finale Concert

Gershwin - Cuban Overture
Villa-Lobos - Bachianas Brasileiras No. 5

Jasmine Marie Diaz, soprano £
Contreras - Mariachitlan " //‘

Ginastera - Pampeana No. 3
Piazzolla - The Four Seasons of Buenos Aires

Ekaterina Kabenina, violin solo SATURDAY
Moncayo - Huapango

Yair Samet, Music Director and Conductor ‘ |
2024

California Theatre, 345 5, 1st Street, San Jose
Tickets available now at sjys.org @ 2:00 PM
or by phone 408.225.2334
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SAN JOSE SYMPHONY FOUNDATION
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ST & . CORNING
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Sam Liccardo criticizes
Democratic Party process after
it endorses rival Evan Low

By William Bellou
Publisher
ongressional 16 District candi-
Cdate Sam Liccardo isn’t minc-
ing words in his criticism of the
California Democratic Party’s en-
dorsement of his opponentin therace,
Assemblymember Evan Low.
Liccardo is accusing leaders of
“hijacking votes” to endorse Low, and
criticizes Low’s connections in elite
Democratic circles and the powerful
forces at the state party.
The former San Jose mayor says he

had “more than enough” votes to block
Low’s endorsement, claiming his rival
rallied the base and shifted delegates
to support him after a majority vote
by appointed or elected delegates
across the state.

“The Low campaign became des-
perate, moving slots for delegates allo-
cated elsewhere in Californiainto the
16th district — essentially, ‘packing’
the vote,” Liccardo wrote in an email
from his personal account to sup-
porters. “By Monday morning, in the
final two hours of balloting, the Low

4 T Gl

»
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Congressional District 16 Assembly race candidates Evan Low and former San Jose
Mayor Sam Liccardo will appear on the November 2024 ballot.

campaign frantically injected a 27th
‘new’ delegate into the 16th District,”
he continued. “They prevailed by a
single vote.”

Low’s campaign responded to Lic-
cardo’ comments saying the endorse-
ment process is well documented.

“Our party endorsement process is

Close to Beach,

Golf & Downtown Pacific Grove

181 DEL MONTE BLVD., PACIFIC GROVE

3 bedroom/2 bath | 1,514 +/- sq. ft. | Single level
New stainless steel appliances | Quartz countertops

Fresh paint throughout | 2-car garage

Annette Boggs
831-601-5800

annette@aboveandbeyondca.com

aboveandbeyondca.com
DRE # 01317801

Offered at $2,199,000

/B

Above
and Beyond

REALNESTAT I

clearly laid out. Evan Low has spent
decades of service in our Democrat-
ic Party as past president of the Sili-
con Valley LGBT Democratic Club and
longtime volunteer registering vot-
ers at farmers markets, outside nat-
uralization ceremonies and college
campuses,” said Low’s campaign
spokesperson Clay Volino. “The same
commitmentto our Democratic Party
cannot be said about Evan’s oppo-
nent, Sam Liccardo.”

Despite not gaining the endorse-
ment, a Liccardo campaign spokesper-
son said the candidate thanked the
Democratic Party and local delegates
who participated in the election.

Liccardo added thatthe apartment
association, which heavily lobbies for

landlords, has spent heavily in sup-
port of Low. San José Spotlight pre-
viously reported that the landlord
group supported Low’s campaign
through asuper PAC called the “Gold-
en State Leadership Fund.”

The state association, however,
endorsed Liccardo’s run for mayor
and backed many of his politically
aligned colleagues and policy pro-
posals.

“The voters of District 16 deserve
a Democratic member of Congress
that is tolerant and inclusive. Evan
haslived up to thatstandard, and Sam
has proven that he is not due to his
baseless attacks,” Truong told San
José Spotlight. “That is why I voted
Evan Low for Congress.”

It comes after the county Demo-
cratic Party formally demanded the
disclosure of donors behind a shad-
owy super PAC paying for the Con-
gressional District 16 recount, which
knocked Santa Clara County Super-
visor Joe Simitian out of an unprece-
dented tie with Low earlier this month.

Liccardo is facing a federal election
complaintalleging his campaign coor-
dinated a dark money effort to fund
the recount, knock one of the candi-
dates out and help his prospects in
November.

Federal Budget allocates
a half billion dollars to
VTA's BART Silicon

Valley Extension Project

By William Bellou
Publisher

he U.S. Federal Transit Admin-
T istration (FTA) announced that

$500 million is officially in the
federal budget to be used toward a
Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA)
forthe BART Silicon Valley Extension
project.

“Itisasign ofincredible confidence
that the FTA and the President of the
United States are interested in this
project,” said VTA Board Chair and
Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy
Chavez. “This $500 million-dollar
(investment) inches us closer to get-
ting this project completed.” Chavez
said.

This significant federal fundingallo-
cation is the first funding commit-
mentfor the project through the FTA’s
New Starts Funding Program. VTA
will submit its formal request for
approximately $6 billion, roughly 50%
of the project cost, through the FTA
funding program later this summer
with the expectation of completing
the full funding agreement with the
FTA before the end of the year. The
FFGA will outline the terms, timeline,
and annual allocations VTA will
receive. The other half of the project
cost is already committed with local

and state funds.

“VTA has worked cooperatively
with the FTA to advance through the
rigorous FTA funding process,” said
VTA General Manager and CEO Car-
olyn Gonot. “This half a billion-dollar
commitment demonstrates not only
thatweare on the right track, but that
we are in line with FTA guidelines
and expectations. It's great news,”
Gonot said.

“The federal government is invest-
ing in the future of San Jose and the
entire region,” said Mayor Matt Mahan.
“Itjustmakes sense to connect the Bay
Area’s two largest commuter rail sys-
tems in the metro area projected to
see the greatest growth in jobs and
housing in Northern California
between now and 2050.”

The largest single public infra-
structure project ever constructed in
Santa Clara County, VTA's BART Sil-
icon Valley will extend BART service
six miles from the Berryessa Transit
Center into downtown San José with
anunderground tunnel, ending in the
City of Santa Clara. It will significant-
ly contribute to economic vitality,
cleaner air and reduced traffic for
commuters as well as other positive
impacts in Silicon Valley.

“Every single great city in the world
has multiple ways that people can
move goods and services quickly,
effectively, and efficiently. And this
allows, literally, the heart of Silicon
Valley to be connected to our greater
region,” said Chavez.
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Coalition of Silicon
Valley non-profits
band together to
protect affordable
housing funds

nlight of the pressing need for more afford-
I able housing options, the REAL Coalition

called on concerned citizens and allies
to join them in a rally outside San Jose City
Hall on May 14th.

The coalition, composed of various hous-
ing advocacy groups and community allies,
including Sacred Heart Community Service,
The Silicon Valley Council of Nonprofits, and

Silicon Valley @Home and others, aims to
bring attention to the issue and demand
accountability from the City Council regard-
ing the preservation of funding for perma-
nent housing solutions.

The mayor of San Jose is once again pro-
posing to divert Measure E funds original-
ly designated for affordable housing towards
temporary shelters and encampment sweeps
for the third consecutive year. This decision
has sparked justifiable outrage among com-
munity members and housing advocates
given the critical need for permanent hous-
ing solutions.

The rally outside City Hall served as a plat-
form for community members to voice their
concerns and demand action from city offi-
cials. Following the rally, participants will file
into Council Chambers to ensure that their
message is heard during the council meeting.

i,

SYMPHONY
SAN JOSE

REMEMBER
THE TITANS

Come and experience a concert featuring

works by Arturo Marquez, Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart, and Gustav Mahler! Also
performing will be San Jose's Van Cliburn
Gold Medalist, Jon Nakamatsu.

—

' KinderCare

LEARNING CENTERS

Vartual Tours
Available

1081 Foxworthy Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95118

(408) 265-7380

www.Kindercare.com
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KinderCare offers unique, expertly designed ecrlx education prog;'cnzms
for infants as young as 6 weeks to school-age chidren up to age 124,
which includes preschool and pre-kindergarten programs.
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WaterWise

Hymn of the Hymenoptera

Bees are alluring and offer importance in our lives
By Matthew Frazier
Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper, CalWEP (2020-present)
his creative writing of Water-Wise is about the Almaden
TValley area and importance of gardening and Santa Clara
Valley honeybee population which often act as a saving
grace in our lives.

Note: The internet gives us the edu-
cation that the order of the Hy-
menoptera is one of the largest
groups of insects which include the
many species of bees, wasps, hor-
nets, sawflies, ants and more. The
word Hymenoptera originated from
theancient Greek words “membrane”
and “wing.” More than 130,000
species have been recognized with
many more yet to be described.

Bees! That’s what one thinks of
during late spring, going into early
summer.

The honeybees of San Jose and Santa Clara Valley have long
been the iconicimagery, in all they do and in all they represent.
Now begins the next chapter of the conversation about them:

What I remember most about those spring and summer days
were the bees. Not just common honeybees; California’s native
bees. The ones not seen many places for a very long time. At
least not by those outside of botanical, horticultural, and ento-
mological cadres and circles.

Documentary movie inspired me to help the bees

Queen Of The Sun is a90-minute documentary [ watched years
ago, discussing the immediacy and the urgency of Colony Col-
lapse Disorder and what society can do to manage and mitigate
this challenge. My response, like my brother’s, was to propa-
gate native plants that attract native bees and migratory bees.

Water Wise

Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water
Manager

AL 4
Make sure you use plants that don’t contain harmful chemicals
that can cause health issues for bees.

Our native bees of Santa Clara Valley and the valleys of Santa
Clara County are wealthy with bee populations, but this will
not always be the case if we, as a society, do not care for them
with fervor and haste. Some and perhaps the majority of plants
we buy from home improvement centers contain neonicotinoids
and other harmful chemicals that firstand foremost disrupt the
bees’ internal navigational mechanisms and systems.

Back Of Porch Penstemons were popular from 2009 to 2014,
but then seemed to vanish, save for those propagated by enthu-
siasts here locally. The flowers and the flowering shrubs of our
valleys contain essential dander and pollens necessary for the
proliferation of bees’ lives.

Their ballad? The Hymn Of The Hymenoptera. Let yourselves
drink in the sounds of evening and night winds in these and

coming days and weeks. These are the moments that define the
future of these delicate and essential species. For it is they who
will cherish and flourish in nature with our aid and support.

Almaden Valley has long been a beacon of beauty and com-
merce. Come now, peoples of Almaden. Rise as one and usher
in the songs they sing: The Hymn of the Hymenoptera.

Almaden Nursery is a great place to go to.

Editor’s note: Matthew Frazier is a Certified Water Manager,
Qualified Stormwater Manager, and Qualified Water Efficient
Landscaper. You may reach Matthew at (408) 656-5622 — Mobile;
or by email: kitchenfrazier@hotmail.com

Mr. Peabody's

The Most PMlﬁl! Green Cleaning On the Planet

Complete Carpet Cleaning,
Stone Polishing and Repair

(408) 444-9437
Senving Evergreen Valley since 1995

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents

G.R.L.T.

An Equine-Assisted-Learning Program for Women

SELF-CONFIDENCE

RESILIENCE

LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

"It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn
what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead. |
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks i

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net 408-778-3567

Help keep our neighborhood clean!

It’s easy & FREE
to get rid of your junk

SJenvironment.org/junkpickup

Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500
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Symphony San Jose
presents 'Remember
the Titans' June 1-2 at
California Theatre

Closing performance for the 2023-24 season
ymphony San Jose will present Remember the
STitans June 1-2 at the California Theatre in
downtown San Jose on Saturday, June 1, 2024
at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday, June 2, 2024 at 2:30 p.m.

You've heard of the three “B”s (Bach, Beethoven,
and Brahms). Well, how about the three “M”s: Arturo
Marquez, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and Gustav
Mahler!

This fantastic 2023 /24 season comes to a rousing
conclusion with the help of international conduct-
ing sensation Tatsuya Shimono and San Jose’s own
Van Cliburn Gold Medalist, Jon Nakamatsu.

Marquez’ Danzon No. 2 became popular when Gus-
tavo Dudamel included it on the Simon Bolivar Youth
Orchestra’s 2007 European and American tour.

Piano Concerto No. 21 of Mozart’s use in the movie
Elvira Madigan made the film famous! Or perhaps
it’s the other way around.

Interesting facts

Mahler chose the title “Titan” as a reference to
Jean Paul’s great novel of the same name. “Titan”
was included in the title of the symphony’s second
(Hamburg) and third (Weimar) performances, after
which it was permanently removed.

Mahler originally included a fifth movement “Blu-
mine” performed between what is now the first and
second movement of this symphony. This was
removed after the third performance as well.

Marquez’ Danzon No. 2 became popular when Gus-
tavo Dudamel included it on the Simon Bolivar Youth
Orchestra’s 2007 European and American tour.

Piano Concerto No. 21 of Mozart’s use in the movie

Above: Conductor Tatsuya Shimono. Below: Bay Area
pianist Jon Nakamatsu.

Elvira Madigan made the film famous! Or perhaps
it’s the other way around.

For ticket information, visit: https://www.tick-
ets.symphonysanjose.org/Online/default.asp
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' Drive
home the

- savings.
|

Call for competitive

Al Olseen
State Farm Agent
3267 S White Road,
San Jose, CA 95148

Phone:(408) 274-4900
Hours: 9 am — 6 pm
(Lunch 1-2 pm)

Auto Insurance rates.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”
CALL ME TODAY.

o> StateFarm"

REAL ESTATE GUID

The Philharmonic Orchestra performs in a concert featuring Latin music

2023-24 Season Finale concert; Ticket

purchases now available online
he San Jose Youth Symphony’s Philharmonic
T Orchestra, under the artisticleadership of Music
Directorand Conductor Yair Samet, presentsits
2023-24 Season Finale Concert to be held on Satur-
day, June 1, 2024, 2 pm, at the California Theatre,
345 S. 1st Street, San Jose, CA 95113.

This premier orchestra, made up of the most
advanced students in the San Jose Youth Sympho-
ny, will open the concert with Gershwin’s Cuban
Overture, which features rumba, Caribbean rhythms
and Cuban native percussion.

The orchestra will also perform Villa-Lobos’s Bachi-
anas Brasileiras, No. 5, featuring its cellists along with
local soprano, Jasmine Marie Diaz; Juan Pablo Con-

treras’s Mariachitlan, Ginastera’s Pampeana No. 3;
and Piazzolla’s The Four Seasons of Buenos Aires.
The concert will close with Juan Pablo Moncayo’s
lively Huapango.

The San Jose Youth Symphony (S]JYS) is one of the
oldestand finest youth orchestras on the West Coast
of the U.S. Founded over seven decades ago as part
of the former San Jose Symphony, SJYS has a rich
tradition of musical performance and education.

The musicians of SJYS, all school-age youth, are cho-
sen from more than 650 applicants through our
annual auditions. The SJYS comprises 12 distinct
performing ensembles: two full orchestras, a Cham-
ber orchestra, two flute choirs, two string ensem-
bles, as well as winds, harp, saxophone, percussion,
and jazz ensembles.

B S DEE RAMIREZ

". : N Realtor Lic. #00683945

kW SAN JOSE
GATEWAY

KELLERWILLIAMS

(408) 440-7617

Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

SHAWN
ANSARI

COMPASS

shawn.ansari@compass.com
www.ShawnAnsari.com

DRE #01088988

(408) 529-4574

REALTORS: YOUR
AD COULD BE HERE!

STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE
Call now to place your ad
by phone: (408) 494-7000
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Times In Memory

DeAngelo

3/26/1937 - 4/23/2024

Formerly of Saratoga and
Almaden Valley

Lorraine and Roland (de-
ceased) DeAngelo moved to Rocklin CAin 2000.

Lorraine was very involved in numerous char-
itable organizations but the most memorable
was the NorCal Golden Retriever Rescue which
she failed at fostering and wound up adopting
two dogs from them.

She enjoyed her volunteer time after her
career as a Credit Manager at National Semi-
conductor in Sunnyvale. Retirement was won-
derful as she enjoyed being involved in many
clubs in the 55+ Springfield community she
lived within.

Lorraine is survived by her loving daughter
Sue Creighton of Roseville, Ca, stepson Roland
DeAngelo of Las Vegas, NV, Jeff Altmayer of
lowa, Ginger Altmayer of Cambridge lowa.
Grandsons Chris Creighton (Sara) of Shoreline,
WA, Kyle Creighton (Kate) of San Francisco,
CA, Andy Altmayer (Jo) of Urbandale, lowa,
Derek Altmayer of Cambridge, lowa. Great
granddaughters Marilyn Altmayer (IA) and
Cora Creighton (WA).

A celebration of life was held May 19 at 2 PM
at The Villas, 1430 West Stanford Ranch Rd,
RocKlin, CA.

Todd Christopher Miller

January 14, 1971 - February 9, 2024

Graduate of Leland High School

Todd (T-Bone), 53, died unexpectedly leav-
ing a livelong void for his family and friends.

Born on January 14, 1971, in Mount Kisco,
New York, Todd spenthis childhood in Almaden
and was a proud graduate of Leland High School
and California State University Chico.

He leaves behind his daughters, Jillian and
Maya Miller; his parents, Virginia and Robert
Miller; his brother, Greg Miller, and sister-in-
law, Rendji; his sister, Kristin Harlan, and broth-
er-in-law, Dan; his nieces, Kyla Miller and Emily
Harlan; his nephew, Jack Harlan; and his long-
term partner, Austyn Fite, she was with him
until the end.

Todd was a citizen of the
world and a friend to anyone
thatwanted to smile. Todd’s pas-
sions were as vast as the world
itself. He loved surfing, long
drives, reading, laughter, music, Lake Tahoe,
snowboarding, hiking, and golf, but it was his
family that he cherished above all else.

Todd will be remembered for his unmatched
sense of humor and his enthusiasm for expe-
riencing life on all levels. He will be deeply
missed but fondly remembered for the vibran-
cy he brought to the lives of those around him.
He was a man who thrived in everything he set
his mind to achieve.

Todd was preceded in death by his beloved
dog, Magnus, his road companion and shadow
of 14 years—an enormous and hairy friend
who never let Todd out of his sight.

Acelebration of Todd’slifeis scheduled for Tues-
day, May 21, at 11:00 A.M,, at Holy Spirit Church
on 1200 Redmond Ave, San Jose, CA 95120.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests con-
tributionsin Todd's memory to American Heart
Association https://ahatribute.funraise.org/
fundraiser/robert-miller or Best Friends Ani-
mal Shelter in Kanab UT https://best-
friends.org/donate
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Qimaden Ry,

408-289-9442

Total RV Repair Service
Complete Parts Service & Repair

SAN JOSE, CA

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Almaden Times

Serving the community since 1986

Times Media, Inc.
M Almaden Times IL
B Evergreen Times

B Willow Glen Times

North Carolina School

Source: University of '
of Media & Journalism

INSPIRE EXPLORE CHALLEN

AN AWARD-WINNING
LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

BEST ORR— -

THE BESTRE ity .

£5 203 G“J@.ongm,. e;r;g',»; wi) Academic Courses!
parint £ 2022/2021/2020 720192018 GI’& des K

. Reading Comprehension *Online & In-Person

. Mathematics

" Now Enrolling!
. Writing & Grammar - -
. Public Speaking & Debate 2024 wmter &’ Spnng
. Logic & Critical Thinking Courses!

- Competitive Debate (408)839_5905

. HSPT, PSAT & SAT Test Prep
. Study Skills for Academic Success
.- Test-Taking Strategies

Visit: SCAASanJose.com
for the complete schedule
of camps & classes!

/D,.eﬁm
H
FAWE
Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road

San Jose, CA 95138
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I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex
(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in
International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

ED G

Shoe Repair
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Call to place your
ad today!

408-494-7000

Electrical Contractor

SPRING SPECIALS!
Gall us for details

LOOK!1?Y
FREE

Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!

Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!
Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

» Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior

e Drywall Repairs
* Handyman Services
We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!

30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686

Insured & Bonded

TEL: (408) 281-7500

www.faithpainting.com

Faith —,

R &

Painting 7 (¥

No Shoe is Ever Too 0ld!

Mo

">T|F\

Mon-Iri
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

Hours:

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100+ 270-0850

San Jose, CA 95125

1090 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 10

Electrical Contractor
Commercial - Residential
* Custom homes * Remodels * Lighting
* Main Panel upgrades * Car chargers
Over 25 years in business

COMMERCIAL

Lighting and Power Specialists

Telephone: 408.591.3991
email: markhde@yahoo.com

Mark Herriman
Lic. #C10738461

RESIDENTIAL

)

7

LIVING HOPE

https://www.
livinghopeam.org
Village Square Branch
Library (4001 Ever-
green Village Square
San Jose, CA 95135).
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Worship Service and
Dinner” (Community
Room) 10/29/23 at
3:00pm. “Bible Study”
(Group Study Room)
every Saturday at
12:00pm

OUR MISSION: Evan-

gelizing our community

and the world with the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
ing ministers on how to :

OUR MINISTRY: Train-

use their love for God

to reach those in need
of His love.

OUR PASSION: Trans-

community with God’s
love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN

6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.

Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful

¢ followers of Jesus

¢ Christ. Through wor-

+ ship, study, fellowship
i and outreach, we strive
APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES ;L Nurture and grow a
¢ strong faith community
: of believers, a family of
¢ all ages, where each

: member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued

: and empowered to

¢ serve. Children are

i especially welcomed

+ and cherished as an

: important part of God's
: family.

!

' [\el:reen Islamic Center

Qo7

CENTER (EIC)

i http://www.eicsan-

¢ jose.org

i 2486 Ruby Ave,
e o ¢ San Jose CA 95148.
formlng lives within our S (408) 239-6668

: "As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
: the English meaning is
: "Peace be upon you".

: Q) What is Islam, who
i are Muslims, and what
: is the Quran?

The Rev. Shelley Booth a)a{/sffnl‘ifi Eg::‘ and
i began in the 7th centu-
¢ ry. People who follow
i Islam are known as

¢ Muslims. The Quran is
¢ the Divine book that

guides Muslims to

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
: latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
¢ (swt) protect you and
2 your family".

: Please visit our website :
¢ to learn more. :

: HOLY SPIRIT

¢ CATHOLIC CHURCH

: Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-
i bers. If you are looking
+ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

+ invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-

munity. All are wel-

: come! We are located
Grace Church at 1200 Redmond
: _Pﬂq‘ of Evergreen :

: GRACE CHURCH OF

: EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

¢ 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

i Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

¢ Serving Evergreen for
: over 55 years.

i John Goldstein Pastor.
: john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
i better community.

: Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,

¢ Other classical Instru-
i ments.

¢ PreSchool, Ages 2-6

¢ Caring for your child

+ with God’s love and

: affection.

: Check our website for
i current activities.

Avenue, San Jose, CA

: 95120. Mass is cele-
i brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our
+ weekend Mass sched-
: ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
iam,11:30am.and6 :
: p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m. or by

: appointment. Our

¢ Parish Office is open

i Monday - Thursday

+ 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
i and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

: with someone in our

: parish office.

God. iy One
dJufex

: Rab Ik Hai

SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148

¢ in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guruwhoiis a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er' completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

i and learning. Sikhism

¢ is monotheistic and

: stresses the equality of
: all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

i God (praying), earning
¢ aliving by honest

: means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

i with others. Currently
. there are close to one
¢ million Sikhs living in

¢ the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

¢ living around the world.
i Sikhism is the 5th

: largest religion in the

i world. Atthe Gurd-

: wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome
: all. We pray daily for

i peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

¢ world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

: (food) in our kitchen

i which is open 365

+ days of the year and

i serves complementary
: vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
: enter our history room

¢ The word Sikh (see-kh) :
i means "disciple” or
: "student." A Sikh is a

: practitioner of the faith

founded in the 15th :
century by Guru Nanak :

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

: beautiful grounds.

: Learn more about us

i and community events
¢ we sponsor by visiting

¢ http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF

: ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

: 5111 San Felipe Rd.,
¢ San Jose, CA 95135
i 408-223-1562.

¢ www.stfrancisofas-

i sisi.com

+ or www.stfrancis

¢ ofassisipreschool.org
: We invite you to join

i our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

i green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-
¢ sive diverse communi-
i ty striving to serve as
: Disciples of Jesus

: Christ in the footsteps
+ of St. Francis, offering
¢ prayerful and joyful

: liturgies; evangeliza-

: tion, fellowship, and

: service opportunities to
: the community. We

: offer spiritual opportu-
i nities for all ages,

: including children's

: liturgy, dynamic

¢ E.C.H.0 - Jr. High,

¢ IGNITE - High School
¢ and North Star -Young
¢ Adult Ministries, along
: with small faith com-
i munities and opportu-
: nities to help the poor

on site and walk the

our website;

i and marginalized of

¢ San Jose. Our Pre-

+ school is the only

: Catholic Preschool

: offering quality family
: oriented service in the
: Evergreen and Silver
¢ Creek areas. Our

Chapel, Gathering Hall,

: Parish Office, Mission
: Center, Parish Gift

¢ Shop, Memorial Gar-

¢ den and Preschool are
: all located at 5111 San
: Felipe Rd. Please come :
i joinustoworshipat :
: one of the following

i times and locations:

i St. Francis of Assisi

: Chapel: Saturday

: 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
+ AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
: PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
: Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
i Youth Mass

¢ St. Francis of Assisi

: Gathering Hall

¢ Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
i day11:00AM, Igho

: Mass - Second Sunday
: of the month 12:30 PM :
+ Mt. Hamilton Grange -
i 2840 Aborn Road

¢ Sunday 9:30 AM

i The Villages Gated

: Community (Cribari

¢ Auditorium) Sunday

0\

8:15 AM

: For more information,

i please call or visit us at
: the Parish Mission

i Center open M-F 9:00

: AM -12:00 PM; 1:00

i PM - 4:00 PM. Come

: join us and share your
i presence with us so

: that together we may

: grow and share our

i gifts to help build God's
¢ Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

¢ THE POINT CHURCH
i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
¢ San Jose, CA 95148
i (408) 270-7646

: English Service:

¢ Sundays at 9:30 &

: 11:00 AM

+ Spanish Service:

: 11:00 AM

: Cambodian Service:
: 11:00 AM

: Cantonese Service:

11:00 AM

: Mandarin Service:

i 11:00AM

¢ Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):

: Every Saturday at 6:30
¢ PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com



FULL, HALF &
EXTENDED
DAY
OPTIONS

Scan the QR Code for
more info & to register!

5100 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA 95124
www sttimothyschristianpreschool.org
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