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YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR GOAL

Get To The Root Of The ProblemGet To The Root Of The ProblemGet To The Root Of The Problem
Call NOW  218-851-9626  

Shop Us Today!Shop Us Today!

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Mon - Fri  9-6, Sat 9-5 & Sun 11-4 

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

* on In Stock 
Items

 Locally Owned and Operated

 Celebrate Freedom Celebrate Freedom

  Digio Digio Sofa Sofa (Shown)
Reg: $1,999 Now On Sale

$$1,297 1,297 

100% Italian 100% Italian  Leather Sofa Sets Leather Sofa Sets
Many Styles to Choose From

Sofa Sofa 
Reg: $1,298

Now On Sale
$$997 997 

Recliner Recliner 
Reg: $1,099

Now On Sale
$$797 797 

(Including a sheet set,
 mattress protector and 2 pillows)

Serta Mattress Purchase over $999 Serta Mattress Purchase over $999 
Gets FREE Serta Classic Bedding Bundle!  Gets FREE Serta Classic Bedding Bundle!  

withwith Extraordinary Savings! Extraordinary Savings! 

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

Hurry - 
Don’t Delay
Call Today!

Valuable Coupon

$79$79 BEAT THE HEAT BEAT THE HEAT  
A/CA/C

CHECK CHECK 
SPECIALSPECIAL

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Memorial Day usually marks the unofficial start of summer, so it’s essential to get your air conditioning system ready to handle 
the hotter temperatures before they  arrive.  If you’ve got an older air conditioning unit, it’s even more crucial to keep a regular 

maintenance schedule. It can mean the difference between a cool, comfortable home or one that feels like an oven. 
You’ll also avoid longer wait times for service as the temperatures rise!

Don’t let the heat 
cause an A/C meltdown 

in your home!

TRIPOD FLOOR 
LAMP $289.98 

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

WE HAVE 

AMMO

UNCLAIMEDUNCLAIMED  
FREIGHT NORTHFREIGHT NORTH
HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5, Sunday 9-2

Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

WE HAVE 
LIVE BAIT ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 

NOW ON NOW ON 
SALESALE

      Get Ready for theGet Ready for the  

CelebrationCelebration!!

POWER ROCKER
RECLINER $589.98 

PROPANE AVAILABLE 

including for 
Motor Homes

FIREWORKS!  FIREWORKS!  
MAHONEY SECTIONAL $829.98 

HickoryHickory HUTCH 
$1,569.98 

Hickory & MapleHickory & Maple 
DRESSER w/ Mirror w/ Mirror 

$1,479.98 

years of plein air oil painting 
have provided a foundation 
for my work in batik.” Batik 
uses a fluid pigment or dye 
and a “resist” — hot wax — 
to slowly build designs. The 
pigment is applied in layers, 
from lightest to darkest, and 
the hot wax is selectively 
applied to areas the artist 

percell systems.
The first supercell storm, 

which developed around 
3:45 p.m. near Wabun in 
northwest Minnesota, was 
particularly potent, covering 
a staggering distance of ap-
proximately 230 miles before 
dissipating near Wascott in 
southeast Douglas County, 
Wisconsin. This supercell 
produced multiple tornadoes, 
including a significant EF-2 
tornado that struck areas near 

wishes to remain that color 
or value. The wax “resists” 
subsequent layers of pig-
ment. By layering pigment 
and wax, one gradually can 
increase color and value 
range, and in this way a com-
plex image can be created. 
Gordon will also teach two 
classes in batik at the gallery 
on July 13 and 14.

Ripple River Gallery is is 
located five miles south of 
Deerwood on Highway 6, 
then 3 miles east of Ruttger’s 
Bay Lake Lodge on County 
Road 14 to Partridge Avenue; 
or south of Aitkin on High-
way 169 to Bennettville, then 
3.2 miles west on County 
Road 11 to Partridge Avenue.  

Whitefish Lake, Clamshell 
Lake, and west of Crosslake 
in Crow Wing County be-
tween 6:18 and 6:23 p.m. 
With estimated peak winds 
of 120 mph and a path length 
of 3.2 miles, this tornado left 
a path of destruction charac-
terized by extensive damage 
to homes, forests, and infra-
structure. 

According to the National

Kim Gordon expresses her 
connection and passion for 
the natural world through 
oil and batik paintings. “Be-
tween Earth and Sky,” the 
new show at Ripple River 
Gallery, features Gordon’s 
work, through July 14. 

“Painting is the most natu-
ral and direct way to for me 
to express ideas about the 
world in which I live and my 
place in it,” Gordon said. “I 
have a constant fascination 
with the way the world looks, 
with the way light defines 
and erodes form, and with 
the compelling tension that 
exists between the quiet 
of the landscape and the 
palpable vitality that flows 

through it. My choice of 
medium contributes to the 
communication of my ideas 
– how it looks when applied 
to a surface is as important 
to me as the image it forms. 
I think of the painted stroke 
as a visual language.” 

Gordon, who lives and 
works in Minneapolis, of-
ten works with landscape 
because it encourages a 
connection to the world. 
“By spending time in an 
environment, I am able to 
steep myself in it, bringing 
back to my studio specific 
color harmonies, a sense of 
light and movement through 
the landscape, and a greater 
understanding about that 

place. Translating that into 
paint, I can best reveal both 
an inner experience and a 
sense of place.”

During an oil painting 
residency, Gordon was first 
introduced to the ancient 
and process-oriented tech-
nique of batik. “My passion 
is the natural world and my 

On Wednesday, June 12, 
2024, north-central Minneso-
ta experienced a tumultuous 
evening as severe thunder-
storms unleashed a series 
of tornadoes, causing wide-
spread damage across Crow 
Wing, Aitkin, and Carlton 
Counties. The U.S. National 
Weather Service in Duluth 
conducted surveys to assess 
the impact of the storms, 
confirming four tornadoes 
spawned by two distinct su-

‘Between Earth and Sky’ features Kim Gordon’s oil and batik

Severe thunderstorms spawn damaging tornadoes in area 

Continued on Page 3

Kim Gordon’s “Sunbathers” utilizes the ancient art of batik to 
create the image of turtles basking in the summer sun.

Broken trees and roof damage near Upper Whitefish Lake.
Crow Wing County drone photo /National Weather Service in Duluth Storm Survey 
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ROOF ISSUES?ROOF ISSUES?ROOF ISSUES?

 Mike’s Millers Roofing and Siding
Quality Roofing and Siding for Less!

Call Today for a FREE EstimateCall Today for a FREE Estimate
218.831.1907218.831.1907

Let our experienced team deal with your 
insurance company, so you don’t have to!!!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
MN Lic#BC678972

MikeMillersRoofingandSiding.com

Mention you 
saw this offer in

 the NewsHopper and  
GET A
$350
GIFT

CARD*   
*Not to be combined with 

any other offers and 
customer must present this 

ad at time of estimate. 
Upon completion of the job 
and full payment of invoice, 
select a $350 Holiday Gas, 

$350 Cub Foods or 
 $350 SuperOne card!

- Some restrictions apply -

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-3371

Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-829-3371 Call 218-829-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices!

Now DoingNow Doing
Spray FoamSpray Foam
 Insulation Insulation

R & R Landscaping MaterialsR & R Landscaping Materials

Mulch (Natural, Red or Brown)
Black Dirt  
Sand (Fill or Washed)
Class-5 (Natural or Recycle)
Washed Rock (Pea Rock 3/8, 3/4 or 1 1/2)

Loading Pickups and Trailers on Saturday 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

 Located at 37590 State Hwy. 47, Aitkin

Call
218-851-9314
to place an order
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Hoppers Helper’s Service DirectoryHoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Pet Care ServiCe

Dogpatch • 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming & 
Boarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.   
tfn

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w47 2020

ContraCtorS  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2018w39

inSuranCe

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES 
5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week
3 lines for $9.00 per week

READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS

LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICENOTICE

Today I am writing about a 
couple things within our great 
State of Minnesota. First is a 
program called Minnesota 
Political Contribution Refund 
Program (PCR). This program is 
a great way for everyday Min-
nesotans to fight BIG MONEY 
and support local grassroots 
Constitutional conservative 
candidates.

The public finance system, 
run by the State of Minnesota, 
allows individuals to donate 
$75 per person or $150 per 
couple to a qualified candidate 
of their choice and receive a 
full refund from the Minnesota 
Department of Revenue.

How it works: Make your 
contribution, and the qualified 
campaign will give you an 
EP-3 receipt. The MN 2024 
Form PCR (Political Contribu-
tion Refund) form is available 

online. You complete the PCR 
Form and mail it along with the 
EP-3 receipt to the Minnesota 
Department of Revenue. You 
will receive your refund via 
mail or EFT from MN Revenue. 
Thank you for supporting the 
Grassroots 

Secondly, recently the MN 
HRCC (House Republican 
Campaign Committee) has 
moved against the Grassroots. 
In two of our State races, 
non-establishment Grassroots 
Republicans (Steuart and Gor-
don) received the endorsement 
of the people. However, HRCC 
chose to fundraise for the es-
tablishment candidates (Davids 
and Johnson) and sponsored 
the special fundraising event 
hosted by HRCC on Wednes-
day, May 29 in St Paul, sug-
gesting a donation of $250 to 
members of their choice. 

Whys are they going against 
the will of the people?

Remember where it says “Of 
the People, By the People, For 
the People”…. Let’s get back to 
Our Constitution.

Our Founders were great 
men, they could apparently 
see into the future and knew 
this was going to happen. This 
is the government our founders 
warned us about.  I encourage 
you to give to Grassroots con-
servatives, we need you.

Most of us don’t Want to, 
but We Must, IT IS Time to 
Get Involved…We the People 
MUST Rise and STAND to save 
Minnesota and Make America 
Great Again ~ Before it’s too 
late.

God bless you and  God 
Bless America!

Be Blessed ~ Seek Truth,
Diane Webb-Skillings, Aitkin 

Political Contribution Refund

• Tree Trimming & Pruning
• Tree Removal
• Storm Cleanup
• Lot Clearing
• Brush Mowing
• Food Plots       • Man Lift
• Hauling: Gravel, Rock, Dirt Mulch

• 80-foot Crane Services: 
Setting Roof Trusses, Roof Sheeting, 

Sheetrock, Shingles, 
Rooftop AC Units, Move Small Sheds, 

Grain Bins - Corn Cribs and More!

CALL
MATT

TODAY! 

24-HOUR 
STORM 

DAMAGE 
REMOVAL!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  LICENSED & INSURED  •  FREE ESTIMATES
peterscraneandtree.com

Tell ‘em you saw it in the NewsHopper
Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

Send your photos, stories and community events
 to hopper@crosbyironton.net

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS
June
21st - Grammy Award Winners, “The Kentucky Headhunters” and “Pert Near Sandstone and Whiskey River” 

at Nature Rocks – A Concert for Conservation at Aitkin County Fairgrounds, 4:30 – 10 p.m.. Community 
support fuels the event, aiding scholarships for outdoor camps. Riverwood Healthcare tops sponsors, 
hailed as “rock stars.” Local businesses provide concessions, while volunteers ensure its success. Tickets 
at naturerocksconcert.com.

21st - 23nd & 28th -30th  - “Footloose!” on stage in the Pequot Lakes High School Theater with performances  
June 21 and 28 at 7 p.m. and June 22, 23, 29, and 30 at 2 p.m. Tickets are available online at www.glapa.
org or by calling 218-568-9200. Tickets are $15 for adults, $13 for seniors (over 60), and $10 for students 
(under 18).

22nd - Dawson Strong Ride fundraiser for children’s trauma centers for family and loved ones who need 
support, at the Moose Lodge in Aitkin. Pre-registration at 9 a.m., travel at 11 a.m. The 100 plus-mile ride 
has stops at Rustic Trail, Palisade; Lakeview Inn, Aitkin; Old Milwaukee Club, Ideal Corners; Log Cabin 
Bar, Emily and will return at the Moose Lodge in Aitkin. Donation is $30 per motorcycle or vehicle. For 
more information call 218-851-8254. 

July
5th - Hallett Freedom 5K run/walk bib timing race hosted by Hallett Center of Crosby. Early registration is $35 

plus $3.10 signup fee includes a T-shirt and door prizes ($40 after May 14).
6th - Annual Crooked Lake Firefighters Day/Dance, noon, with food vendors and beer garden in Luscher’s 

Park off County Road 58 in Outing. Live music with Katherine Switzer from 4 to 7 p.m. and Gigfoot from 8 
to midnight. Fireworks at dusk sponsored by the Outing Area Chamber.

8th - 13th - Aitkin County Fair at Aitkin County Fairgrounds. Gates open 8 am daily. Wednesday 3-10pm,Thurs. 
& Fri.: 1-10pm, Saturday: Noon-10pm. Bus & Stock Car Races

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 BEAT THE HEAT 
A/C CHECK SPECIAL

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

218-845-ROOF
Storm Pro Exteriors, Inc.
502 Roosevelt Ave., Coleraine, MN 55722
www.stormproexteriors.com

BC#634454

Call Now to Schedule Your FREE Estimate:

Maximize Your Claim

  • ROOFING
  • SIDING

 Est. 2002

(Published in NewsHopper
 Saturday, June 22 & 29, 2024)

 KIMBERLY
 TOWNSHIP NOTICE 

OF FILING
Notice is hereby given for 

the time of filing Affidavits of 
Candidacy for township offi-
cers to be elected at the No-
vember 5, 2024 election by 
mail-in ballot. 

Filings will open July 30th, 
2024 and close at 5:00 p.m. 
August 13th, 2024.  Withdraw-
als can be made August 15th 
until 5:00 p.m. Filing hours 
are  by appointment - please 
call 612-619-6742.

  Offices to be filled are Su-
pervisor B, four (4) year term; 
Supervisor C, four (4) year 
term; Clerk, four (4) year term; 
and Treasurer, Special Elec-
tion, two (2) year term. 

Filing fee is $2.00.
Dated: June 14, 2024

MIA RAPOPORT, 
Kimberly Township Clerk

4.00

RILEY’S NAPA RILEY’S NAPA 
AUTO SUPPLYAUTO SUPPLY

AITKIN • 218-927-2153

 LARGEST 
SELECTION 
of hydraulic hose & fittings

up thru 2” 4 wire 

MINNESOTA’SMINNESOTA’S

rileyautosupply.com

ONE OF

A motorcycle accident has 
left Alan Woods of Crosby  
with life-changing injuries.

The incident occurred on 
May 18 as Woods was travel-
ing south on his motorcycle 
along State Highway 6, just 
north of Crosby. According 
to reports, a vehicle suddenly 
pulled out in front of him, 
resulting in a collision that 
caused significant damage to 
Woods’ left leg.

Emergency responders air-

lifted Woods to the Orthope-
dic Trauma Unit at St. Cloud 
Hospital, where he underwent 
surgery later that evening as 
medical professionals were 
compelled to perform a partial 
amputation.

In response to this heart-
breaking ordeal, the com-
munity has rallied around 
Woods and his family. The 
Alan Woods Benefit Fund 
has been established at Unity 
Bank in Crosby to assist with 

his extensive medical expens-
es. Donations can be sent to 
Unity Bank, located at 15 
East Main Street, Crosby, MN 
56441.

Also a  benefit event is 
scheduled for Saturday, Aug. 
24 at the Woodtick Inn in 
downtown Cuyuna. The event 
aims to raise funds through 
activities such as a bake sale, 
silent auction, and a pulled 
pork dinner, offering support 
during this challenging time.

Donations sought for Alan Woods

Weather Service in Duluth 
Storm survey, extensive dam-
age to private residences and 
forest was found along Old 
Whiskey Road and Ruttger 
Road (referred to by locals as 
“Tip Top Point”) and across 
Bertha and Clamshell Lake 
towards the far eastern reach 
of Whitefish Golf Club’s holes. 
Damage path was the widest 
near Old Whiskey and Rutt-
ger Road, around 700 yards 
across, with tree damage even 
identified on the island to the 
north of Old Whiskey Road. 
Over 80 percent of trees were 
uprooted or snapped near the 
base, and numerous homes 
showed minor to major roof 
damage. The worst of the roof 
damage was several homes 

wh i ch  h a d 
over 50 per-
cent of the roof 
deck uplifted 
and removed. 
Homeowners 
also reported 
a nearly hour-
l o n g  s t o r m 
surge of 1 to 2 
feet from Up-
per Whitefish 
Lake 

Fo l lowing 
c lose ly  be-
hind, another 

EF-2 tornado emerged from 
the same supercell, touch-
ing down from Wolford to 
Rabbit Lake, Cedar Lake, 
and Hammal Lake from 6:45 
to 7:05 p.m. This tornado, 
with estimated peak winds of 
115 mph and 
a path length 
of 13.1 miles, 
caused signifi-
cant tree dam-
age and struc-
tural impacts. 
Residents re-
ported scenes 
of devastation, 
including a 
fish house that 
was violently 
thrown nearly 

100 yards, highlighting the 
intensity of the storm.

A third tornado, rated EF-
0, briefly formed near Glen 
in Aitkin County from 7:25 
to 7:29 p.m. While minimal 
damage was reported due to 
its rural location, the appear-
ance of yet another tornado 
underscored the severity 
and unpredictability of the 
weather event.

Meanwhile, a separate 
supercell generated a weak 
EF-0 tornado near Wright in 
Carlton County from 6:42 
to 6:54 p.m., causing minor 
tree damage along its 7.8-
mile path.

Despite the ferocity of 
these storms, there were no 
reports of fatalities.

Numerous trees snapped near Cedar Lake, 
southwest of Aitkin, MN, by a tornado. (Photo 
from National Weather Service in Duluth Storm Survey)

RV flipped upside down near Rabbit Lake, 
north of Crosby, MN, by a tornado. (Photo from 
National Weather Service in Duluth Storm Survey)

Severe thunderstorms spawn damaging tornadoes in area  | Continued from Page 1

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Well people, I did it. During 

the latest cleanout of my car I 
packed away my snow brush 
and scraper.

Now, we native Minne-
sotans know there has been 
snow every month of the year. 
We have fought blizzards as 
late as May and as early as 
October.

While the winter season, 
sometimes, seems to last 
forever, it at last gives way to 
the second Minnesota season 
– road construction. We give 
you this lowdown and sum-
mary as you plan your travels.

(Note that this is just con-
struction on state highways. 
Check your county, township 
or city website or contact 
the engineering department 
to find out about more local 
projects).

· In the Little Falls and Ran-
dall areas, Hwy. 10 is seeing 
improvements in Morrison 
County.

· South of Garrison on Hwy. 
169, slow and one-lane traffic.

· Aitkin near Dairy Queen 
Hwys. 169/210 to Hassman: 
Eleven miles of road surfac-
ing, shoulder widening and 
upgraded drainage. Detoured.

If you can keep your sanity, 
remember these tips for con-

struction zone driving offered 
by MnDOT:

· Slow down and drive with 
caution

· Drivers traveling too fast 
and not paying attention are 
the main causes of work zone 
crashes. Follow these safe 
driving tips:

· Obey posted speed limits. 
The fine for speeding in a work 
zone is $300.

· Drive undistracted. Avoid 
using phones, mobile devices, 
adjusting the radio – even 
eating – while in work zones.

· Move over. Give workers 
room to safely complete their 
work.

·Know before you go. Get 
real-time information about 
traffic and road conditions at 
511mn.org or download the 
free 511mn app at Google 
Play or the App Store.

·Be patient. Expect delays, 
especially during peak travel 
times.

·Avoid making unnecessary 
lane changes.

·Never enter a road blocked 
with barriers or cones.

·Expect work zones to con-
stantly change. Day to day you 
could experience lane shifts, 
closures, narrower lanes, 
moving workers and vehicles.

It is the American way and 
there is no need to stop now. 
Make up some bologna and 
cheese sandwiches, potato 
salad and a cooler of lemon-
ade. Pack the kids, grandkids, 
dogs, toys and all the travel 
paraphernalia in the vehicle 
and hit the road for summer 
adventures. Keep cool, stay 
alert and don’t let the con-
struction zone waits drive up 
your blood pressure.

Everywhere we go it is delay, delay 

Road construction east 
of Aitkin on

Highway 169/210.
Businesses are still 

accessible.
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* — New Life; Larry Burg & Tyrel LaValle, pastors; 

Worship 10:15 am & 6pm; youth group Wed. 6pm;  11-1st 
Street SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 9 & 10:45 

Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church (formerly The 

Journey North) Tom Hoffman, interim pastor, Worship 
10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-
5617 thejourneynorth.com 

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory 
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ 
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — Amazing Grace Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter  — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen  — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

 Aitkin (Cedarbrook) —  St. John’s (ELCA) Pastor Sarah 
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John’s Church Road, 
Aitkin.  Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am and Wednesdays 
at 6:30 pm.  VBS Aug 5-8; register online at stjohns-ce-
darbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-

Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 
Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, 

MN 56425 
Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 

10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 
Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 

Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30, Bible Study 

10:30; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.aitkinadventist.
org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd – Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

theran.church  
Beaver Township  — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 

3rd Sun., 10:30.
Brainerd  — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 

Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd*  — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel 

Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.
Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.

com  Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor 
218-692-3682 May 19-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 8:30am, 
Outdoor 10am Indoor: 35960 CR 66, Outdoor: 14019 
Daggett Pine Rd

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship 
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. 
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9,  (alternates with 
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Interim Pastor Rev. Henry French; 
Worship 9:30; handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Pastor Elliott Malm; Worship 
9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 
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DONNA VIKLA
Donna Mae Vikla, 84, of 

McGregor, died on Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024 at Riverwood 
Healthcare Center in Aitkin. 

A private service for immedi-
ate family will be held at Grace 
Lutheran Church.

Donna was born on Decem-
ber 23, 1939 in Prior Lake to 

George Karl Raemer and Hannah Naomi Raemer 
(Olson). She grew up in Prior Lake and graduated 
from Prior Lake High School on May 23, 1957.  
Donna married the love of her life, Floyd Vikla, on 
June 8, 1957 in Prior Lake. She loved to dance 
and would attend many dances, which is how 
she and her husband, Floyd, met. He was playing 
with his band, “The Jolly Musicians” at that time.  
Donna and Floyd purchased their first home to-
gether in Richfield in 1960. There, they raised their 
family until moving to McGregor in 1973, after 
purchasing the Shamrock Ballroom, which they 
ran until 1981.  Donna had an extremely warm 
and welcoming personality and treated everyone 
with kindness. She had many friends who she 

loved to get together and visit with. Once you 
met Donna, she was your friend for life. Donna 
was an extraordinary mother and grandmother. 
She played a very important role in each of her 
children and grandchildren’s lives; they meant 
the absolute world to her and she loved them 
all dearly.  She was a faithful member of Grace 
Lutheran Church in McGregor and enjoyed at-
tending Sunday services with her husband, Floyd.  
Donna also enjoyed cooking, baking, watching 
the Minnesota Vikings, Timberwolves, Twins and 
she loved all animals. 

Donna is survived by three children: Randy 
(Sherrie) Vikla; Barb (Paul) Nelson; Bruce Vikla 
(Amy Hayes); five grandchildren: Jamie Vikla, 
Jessica Vikla, Samantha Nelson, Jazlyn Vikla and 
Alex Hayes; and two great-grandchildren: Zander 
Preston and Ariya Preston. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; 
sister, Karen Raemer; daughter, Cindy Vikla and 
husband, Floyd Vikla. 

Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

KAREN CHURCHILL
Karen Jean Churchill,  71, of 

Brainerd died on Monday, June 
3, 2024 at Carefree Living in 
Brainerd.  

A Memorial service will be 
held at 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
June 27, 2024 at the Cuyuna 
Lakes Community Church in 
Crosby.  A visitation will be one 

hour prior to the service at the church on Thursday. 
She was born on October 22, 1952 in Crosby to 
Myron and Lois (Brager) Price.

Karen was a former Para Professional for the 
Crosby-Ironton School District and was a former 
employee of Ruttger’s Resort in Bay Lake serving 
at Auntie M’s Coffee House.

Karen is survived by her mother, Lois Price of 
Crosby; five daughters: Angie Toven of Brain-
erd; Amber (Luke) Rosecrans of Crosby, Ashley 
Churchill of CoCoa, FL; Alyssa (Justin) Grecula of 
Brainerd,and Ariana (Westly) Juaire of Brainerd; four 
brothers: David (Cheri) Price of Deerwood, Jim Price 
of Mounds View, Randy (Tami) Price of Deerwood 
and Dale (Ronda) Price of Coon Rapids; two sisters: 
Jan (Gary) Oliphant of Baxter and Ruth Price of 
Madison, WI; and 12 grandchildren.

Preceding Karen in death are her husband, Loyd; 
father, Myron Price and brother, Jerome Price.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

CLAYTON PURDY
Clayton Matthew “Clay” 

Purdy, 19, of Aitkin died Fri-
day, June 7, 2024 at HCMC in 
Minneapolis.

Funeral service will be held at  
11:00 a.m. on Monday, June 24, 
2024 at the Aitkin High School 
Auditorium in Aitkin with Pastor 
Larry Burg officiating.  Burial 

will be in the Bethlehem Lutheran Cemetery, Nord-
land Township, Aitkin.  Visitation will be 3 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Sunday, June 23 at Sorensen-Root-Thompson 
Funeral Home in Aitkin and will continue one hour 
prior to the service at the Aitkin High School Au-
ditorium Memorials are preferred in lieu of flowers 
to: “CAPS of Aitkin County” or “Smiles for Jake”. 
Because his favorite color was yellow and he was 
a ray of sunshine for so many, Clayton’s family 
asks that you wear yellow as a remembrance when 
attending the following services:

He was born September 6, 2004 in Saint Cloud 
the son of Rob and Shanna (Cartie) Purdy. He 
graduated from Aitkin High School in 2023 and 
while in school he enjoyed playing basketball and 

track and field, he was particularly fond of the pole 
vault.  Clayton had a tender heart, evident in his care 
for family pets and his recent venture into raising 
chickens with his girlfriend Madelyn and his mother.  
He formed a special bond with friends, teammates, 
coaches and teachers.  Clayton was a big-hearted 
person who cherished his many friendships and 
loved spending time, golfing, hanging out at the 
lake, enjoying sushi, playing cards, or gaming. 
Clayton’s life was filled with love and joy, and he 
was eagerly anticipating the arrival of his baby 
with a mix of nerves, excitement and fear like any 
expectant parent. 

He is survived by his parents, Rob and Shanna 
(Cartie) Purdy;  brother, Dylan Purdy; girlfriend, Mad-
elyn Strohmayer and their unborn baby; grandpa, Al 
Cartie; grandma, Deb Cartie; many special aunts, 
uncles, cousins, other relatives and friends.  

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, 
Robert and Adeline Purdy and uncle, Travis Cartie. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

CLEMENT GAGNON
Clement (Clem) Victor Gag-

non, 93, died on Tuesday, May 
21, 2024.

A Memorial service wa sheld 
at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
in Crosby on Friday, June 21, 
2024 at 11:00 a.m. Visitation 
was on hour prior to the service 
at the church on Friday. Memo-

rials are preferred in lieu of flowers.
 Clem was born July 7, 1930, to Joseph and Isa-

belle (Schelling) Gagnon in Niles Center, IL.  Clem 
was known for his quick wit, his kind and sweet 
soul, a man that could fix anything and most impor-
tantly his love for Jesus.  He owned and operated 
Clem’s Renovating Service for many years and was 

a Janitor for the Crosby-Ironton School District. 
Clem was most proud of his incredible achieve-

ment of being a 54 year member of AA.  He donated 
the land for the parking lot and was instrumental in 
obtaining the two lots and the old American National 
Bank building for the Cuyuna Range Alano Club 
where AA meetings are held everyday.  

Clem is survived by his sister, Jeanette Cuchetto 
of Deerwood and many nieces and nephews.  He is 
preceded in death by his parents, wife Irma Gagnon,   
brothers: Kenneth and Wallace Gagnon and sister, 
Yvonne Olson.  

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.
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www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

AutomobilesAutomobiles
 

Family Car! Chrysler Town 
& Country. Flex Fuel. Family 
price, just $5,500! 2008 with 
low miles. Also 3 seated. 
Very good runner and good 
tires. Call 612-749-0193.
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled 
– it doesn’t matter! Get free 
towing and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

AutomobilesAutomobiles

CoNt.CoNt.
G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 844-913-2887. (mcn)
Get your deduction ahead 
of the year-end! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, 
no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end 
tax credit. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 1-855-
977-7030 today! (mcn)

AutomobilesAutomobiles

CoNt.CoNt.
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

For sAleFor sAle

5 piece bedroom set- Solid 
Oak Vanity wide mirror, end 
tables, pedestal bed, Armoire 
$1,500 • 763-498-4873 
John Deere LX188 w/snow 
blower, mower deck, chains 
and weights $1,200 • 763-
498-4873

For sAle CoNt.For sAle CoNt.

Go Fishing!  14 ft. boat, 
motor and trailer. Lifetime 
plate on trailer. Boat license 
to 2025. 7.5 HP Evinrude. 
Nice package just $750. 
Take it away. Call Jack 218-
831-4219.

HeAltH HelpHeAltH Help

Retired Nurse will help you 
with footcare, health and 
respite needs. 612-226-
7919. 

HeAltH/mediCAlHeAltH/mediCAl

AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 
855-846-4036. (mcn)
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

Help wANtedHelp wANted

Truck driver with CDL, must 
have 3-5 years’ experience 
required, Diesel mechanic 
certified with 3-5 years’ 
experience, Office manager 
with QuickBooks, payroll, 
and transportation industry 
experience. Contact Thomp-
son Excavating and Farms 
218-927-3320 for further 
information.

sAFessAFes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair 
and locked safes opened  
• Heavy and light duty gun 
safes and vault doors on 
hand • High security safes 
for gold and silver • 320-360-
5431 w53

sAlessAles

Moving Sale Thursday and 
Friday, June 20 & 21 9-3 
Saturday June 22 9-Noon. 
37760 Dove Street. Aitkin 
includes kitchen items, 
glassware, grill, TV, hutch, 
couch, table, chairs.

 
trAilerstrAilers

Utility Trailer brake & sus-
pension parts Riley’s NAPA 
Aitkin 218-927-2153

                                     Week of June 16, 2024             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
800/279-2979

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

GET DISH 
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 
movies, plus limited time up to $600 
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off  for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!
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Aging in Place?
AmeriGlide offers affordable stair 
lifts to keep you safe on the stairs.

Benefits of an AmeriGlide stair lift:
Regain your independence
Eliminate the risk of falls 
on the stairs
Access all levels  
of your home SAVE $200

1-877-916-2093

CALL NOW TO

ON ANY STAIR LIFT!

All your entertainment. 
NOTHING ON 
YOUR ROOF.

1.866.296.1409
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

for 24 months 
+ taxes and fees

$8499*
MO.

CHOICE™

PA C K A G E

w/ 24-mo. agmt. Advanced Receiver Service 
Fee $15/mo. and Regional Sports Fee up to 

$15.99/mo. are extra & apply.

Service subject to DIRECTV connect via internet terms and conditions. Available only in the U.S. (excludes 
Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Requires high speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream 
recommended for optimal viewing. Call for details.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID 
RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-855-577-1268
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

BOGO  
40% OFF
ENDS 8/31

855-502-6514
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ENTURE

ORTH

ANDSCAPE

FREE ESTIMATES 
CALL CHRIS • 218-330-1748

 

Landscape Design and Installation 
Landscape Remodel  •  Landscape Repair 

Paver Patios and Walkways 
Paver Cleaning and Repair 

Retaining Walls 
Black Dirt and Lawn Repair 

Lakeside Work  •  Bobcat Work 
Timber, Rock and Boulder Work

by Design 

Get on the list for Summer Mowing and Yard Maintenance

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing/Trimming • Debris Removal 

Tree Trimming • RipRap and Shoreline Repair 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

We Do Rock Work, We Do Rock Work, 
Rip Rap andRip Rap and

Fire PitsFire Pits  

Get 
on the 
List for 
Spring 

Clean Up

Call for 
a FREE 
Quote!

Serving the 

Lakes Area   Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Jeff Wiberg HarDwood Floors
Installing | Sanding | Refinishing

OVER 20 Years Experience

Jeff Wiberg, Owner

218-330-2576

Check me out on facebook

TYKE’S CARPET Castle
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd • 218-829-3878 

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

  9999¢¢ SQ. FT.SQ. FT.

  REMNANTS  REMNANTS    $10.95$10.95 SQ. YD.  SQ. YD. 

All First Quality Merchandise!All First Quality Merchandise!

LLuxuryuxury VINYL PLANKING VINYL PLANKING
 STARTING AT STARTING AT

BUY IT TODAY, GET TODAY!

OVER  OVER  400400 ROLLS ROLLS

ON IN-STOCK GOODS 

SALESALE    Going Going 
on now on now 

$$115555OROR$$13139595
SQ. YD. SQ. YD. SQ. FT. SQ. FT. 

OVER OVER 
500500

  TO CHOOSE TO CHOOSE 
FROM  FROM  

BUY A

REMNANT FROM 

TYKE’S AND WE

 WILL BIND IT!

   Flooring! Flooring!  
OVER 

165,000
 SQ. FT. 

IN STOCK!

Wouldn’t You        Wouldn’t You        

Love Love 

 AJANZEN/MOHS AUCTION 

BOB, JEREMY & ASSOCIATES • Aitkin
88 Years  of Quality and Professionalism

 218-927-4488 or 218-851-0879 cell • jerjanzen77@gmail.com
Please visit our websites: www.janzenauctions.com 

or www.midwestauctions.com/janzen
for full auction line up, photos and directions
Like us on Facebook @ Janzen Auctioneers

BRAINERD AUCTIONBRAINERD AUCTION
Thursday, June 27 • 11 a.m.Thursday, June 27 • 11 a.m.

1021 Madison Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
(Watch for signs)  • 10% Buyer’s Premium

Online bidding available at www.proxibid.com/janzen

PIONEER BANK: 
BRAINERD AREA 

RECYCLING 
CENTER 

SEMI TRACTORS: 2019 Peterbilt model 389 truck tractor w/tandem axel duals, 18 speed, 
sleeper cab class 8, 384,033 miles, 2013 Peterbilt model 386 truck tractor w/tandem 
axle duals, 12 speed, day cab class 8, 497,598 miles, 2012 International Pro Star truck 
tractor w/tandem axle duals, automatic, day cab class 8 433,133 miles, 2016 Kenworth 
model T680 truck tractor w/tandem axle duals, automatic, day cab class 8, starts but front 
drive shaft removed, possible transmission issue, not drivable 324,880 miles WHEEL 
LOADERS: 2021 New Holland 50C wheel loader, articulated, 4WD, with grapple bucket 
3419 hours, Wacker Neuson 2018 circa, articulated, 4WD, with bucket 4511 hours FORK 
LIFTS: Mitsubishi model FG2N LP ride on fork lift, solid foam wheels, 3950 lb. capacity 
w/scale, 6072 hours 2014 circa, Toyota model 8FGCU25 LP ride on fork lift, hard tires, 
4700lb capacity w/scale, 9667 hours, 2011 circa, Toyota model 8FGCU32 LP ride on 
fork lift, hard tires 5700 lb capacity w/ Cascade R35D rotating clamp, 8667 hours, 2011, 
Komatsu model FG30HT-16 LP ride on fork lift, hard tires, 5500 lb capacity w/scale & 
rotating forks, 10,495 hours, Unicarriers model MCP1F2A25LV LP ride on fork lift, solid 
foam tires, 4400 lb capacity w/scale, 8418 hours QUICK ATTACHMENTS: MRF model 
SB108 9’ quick attach bucket, 6 ft. Quick attach grapple bucket, Virnig quick attach forks
Worksite Pro C72 6 ft. quick attach dirt bucket, 6’ Quick attach grapple bucket need weld 
Skidsteer wheels RECYCLING EQUIPMENT: AMP Robotics sorting cell, Tandem Omron 
800H robots, Produced in 2021 Safety Cage with E-Stop, Smart Controller, Electrical 
Control Panel, Vision System Camera System, safety enclosure, contains basic operating 
system software, Maren ProPak 60 2R Baler, hydraulic horizontal dual ram, 4x20’ incline 
feed steel belt conveyor and hopper, accent wire tie, digital touch screen controls, tote 
tipper station, Excel 2R-10 baler hydraulic horizontal dual ram 5x25’ incline feed steel 
belt conveyor and hopper stand alone 50 HP hydraulic power supply, push button con-
trol console, refurbished with the last 5 years, Harmony Compactor model C300 trash 
compactor, Recovery Systems Company Baler GENERAL RECYCLING SUPPLIES: 
Approximately 150 plastic recycling bins 42x46 wide x30” deep, to be sold in stacks of 5 
approximately 100 with lids, Approximately 100 road side garbage cans of different sizes
Approximately 120 plastic pallets, Numerous rolling plastic carts, (2) Banding carts Metal 
semi trailer loading dock ramp GENERAL SHOP RELATED EQUIPMENT: C-Aire air 
compressor 7.5 HP 60 gallon, upright tank, Buz Box 230 amp arc welder, Corded hand 
power tools, Husky large tool chest on casters, Variety of mechanic & construction hand 
tools, Floor fans, Various hydraulic hoses, misc. lubes & oils, Numerous electrical cords
Safety glasses & hard hats, Jack stands, chain binders & misc. chains, (2) Boxes of ear 
plugs, Diesel & Gas cans, Acetylene tanks, Long handled shop tools, Shop Vacuums 
Step & Extension ladders OFFICE FURNITURE: Misc. office desks, office chairs & 
related items. Plus other recycling 
related items. 
       Be certain to attend! 

& PAINT STORE
East of Aitkin on Hwy. 169/210 • 218-927-3117

HYYTINEN

We are Open
during Hwy. 210/169 Road Construction.

Watch for Signs
Always Accessible via the Service Road!

Hours: 
Mon – Fri: 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., 
Saturday: 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

capacity and foster diversity 
within Minnesota’s small 
business sector. Communi-
ty-based organizations are 
encouraged to apply for 
capacity-building grants, 
while small businesses can 
access funding for diversity 
and inclusion training.

As Minnesota continues to 
navigate a competitive labor 
market, Governor Walz re-
mains optimistic about the 
impact of these investments. 
“This isn’t just about filling 
jobs; it’s about empowering 
individuals and strengthen-
ing our economy from the 
ground up,” he concluded. 
“Together, we can build a 
Minnesota where opportuni-
ty is accessible to all.”

The rollout of these grants 
marks a pivotal moment in 
Minnesota’s commitment to 
equitable economic growth, 
signaling a proactive ap-
proach to workforce devel-
opment that aims to benefit 
residents across the state.
Targeted Populations Grant-
ees include:

Asian American Business 
Resilience Network, serv-
ing the Twin Cities Metro 
– $600,000

Community Integration 
Center, serving the Wilmar 
area – $420,000

Community Resource 
Center, serving the Twin 
Cities Metro – $600,000

Friends of Career Solu-
tions, serving Central Min-

nesota – $400,000
Global Fatherhood Foun-

dation, serving the Twin 
Cities Metro – $375,000

Horn Of Africa Develop-
ment and Education Foun-
dation (HADEF), serving 
the Twin Cities Metro – 
$350,000

Immig ran t  Deve lop -
ment Center, serving Clay 
and Moorhead Counties – 
$700,000

Latino Chamber of Com-
merce, serving the Twin 
Cities Metro and Greater 
MN – $350,000

MADDADS, serving the 
Twin Cities Metro – $500,000

Minnesota Training Part-
nerships serving the Twin 
Cities Metro – $490,000

Native Sun Community 
Power Development, serving 
the Twin Cities Metro and 
Greater MN – $600,000    

Neighborhood Hub, serv-
ing the Twin Cities Metro – 
$1,000,000        

Organization of Liberi-
ans in Minnesota, serving 
the Twin Cities Metro – 
$400,000

Push for Prosperity, serv-
ing the Twin Cities Metro 
and Greater MN – $650,000

River Bend Nature Center, 
serving the Faribault Region 
– $600,000      

Sierra Leone Commu-
nity in Minnesota, serv-
ing the Twin Cities Metro 
– $500,000

Smart North, serving the 

Twin Cities Metro and Great-
er MN – $700,000

Somali American Social 
Service Association, serving 
the Twin Cities Metro and SE 
MN and Olmsted County – 
$1,000,000        

Somali Medical Associ-
ation of America serving 
Greater MN – $500,000

Somali Parent Academy, 
serving the Twin Cities Metro 
– $300,000

TechFluent, serving the 
Twin Cities Metro and Great-
er MN – $500,000

Wellspring Second Chance 
Center, serving the Twin Cit-
ies Metro – $800,000

Two additional Targeted 
Populations grant opportu-
nities are currently avail-
able. Minnesota communi-
ty-based organizations are 
encouraged to apply for Tar-
geted Populations Capacity 
Building Competitive Grants 
to increase their capacity to 
provide workforce services 
and training to historical-
ly underserved communi-
ties of color or low-income 
communities. Eligible small 
Minnesota businesses are 
encouraged to apply for

Targeted Populations - 
Diversity and Inclusion for 
Small Employers Competi-
tive Grants to obtain diver-
sity and inclusion training 
resulting in their ability to 
engage, hire, and retain 
people of color in a variety 
of roles. 

In a claim to bolster work-
force readiness and address 
disparities across Minne-
sota, Governor Tim Walz 
unveiled a significant in-
vestment totaling over $12 
million aimed at enhancing 
job skills training, intern-
ships, and job placement 
opportunities. The funding, 
allocated under the Targeted 
Populations Workforce Com-
petitive Grant Program, is 
set to benefit approximately 
2,100 Minnesotans, particu-
larly those from historically 
underserved communities.

Governor Walz, in a press 
release on Tuesday, empha-
sized the crucial role these 
grants play in reducing bar-
riers to employment. “For 
underserved communities, 
finding employment can 
be especially challenging,” 
he stated. “These grants are 
designed to bridge that gap 
by providing essential train-
ing and support, ensuring 
all Minnesotans have equi-
table access to meaningful 
careers.”

Lieutenant Governor Fla-
nagan echoed these sen-
timents, highlighting the 
ongoing disparities faced by 
marginalized communities. 
“Race, gender, and zip code 
should never hinder some-
one’s ability to find work,” 
she affirmed. “These grants 
are a critical step towards 
economic equity, offering 
tailored support to those who 

need it most.”
The initiative, funded 

through a $50 million ap-
propriation from the 2023 
legislative session, targets 
populations traditionally 
overlooked in the job mar-
ket. According to DEED 
Commissioner Matt Varilek, 
the selected organizations 
bring invaluable experience 
in reaching these communi-
ties. “This diverse group of 
grantees is well-equipped 
to provide the technical and 
work-readiness skills essen-
tial for securing in-demand 
jobs,” Varilek noted. “Their 
efforts will not only benefit 
individual job seekers but 
also strengthen Minnesota’s 
workforce as a whole.”

Among the organizations 
receiving grants is Native 
Sun, a Native-led nonprofit 
dedicated to promoting en-
ergy efficiency and renew-
able energy. Robert Blake, 
Executive Director of Native 
Sun, expressed enthusiasm 
about their role in preparing 
underserved communities 
for careers in clean energy. 
“This funding will help us 
introduce new opportunities 
in solar manufacturing and 
other green economy sec-
tors,” Blake remarked. “It’s 
about empowering commu-
nities to thrive in sustainable 
industries.”

The broader scope of 
DEED’s workforce devel-
opment strategy includes 

investments totaling more 
than $216 million through 
2025. This includes funds 
from initiatives like Drive 
for 5, focusing on training 
for sectors such as education 
and manufacturing, and 
Clean Economy Equitable 
Workforce grants, aimed at 
high-demand fields like con-
struction and clean energy.

Marc Majors,  DEED’s 
Deputy Commissioner for 
Workforce Development, 
underscored the transfor-
mative impact of these in-
vestments. “By prioritizing 
workforce training and job 
readiness, we are not only 
meeting current labor market 
demands but also paving the 
way for a more inclusive 
economy,” Majors stated. 
“These targeted efforts will 
help Minnesota businesses 
access the skilled workforce 
they need to thrive.”

The Targeted Populations 
grants are part of a con-
certed effort to expand op-
portunities across diverse 
communities. Organizations 
like the Latino Chamber of 
Commerce and the Somali 
American Social Service 
Association are set to re-
ceive substantial funding 
to support their respective 
workforce development ini-
tiatives.

Looking ahead, addition-
al grant opportunities are 
being made available to 
further enhance workforce 

Gov. Walz announces $12 million to benefit about 2,100 Minnesotans
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Deerwood 

ruttgers.com/dining/white-oak-grill

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

Jack's 18 Jack's 18 Golf CourseGolf Course  Open 7 a.m. - 8 p.m. Daily 

White Oak GrillWhite Oak Grill
OPEN Daily
 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

 (Bar Opens 8 a.m)
(Kitchen Opens at 11 a.m.)

Auntie M'sAuntie M's
OPEN Daily

Extended Summer Hours 
Sunday-Wednesday 7 a.m.-6 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday 7 a.m.-8 p.m.

Retail StoresRetail Stores
OPEN Daily
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

 ruttgersretail.com

Bear Pine BarBear Pine Bar
OPEN Daily
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

ruttgers.com/dining/bear-pine-bar

Parking and
Check-in at

Alec’s 9 
Golf Shack 

(near the 
racquet courts)

Alec's is a Short Walking Only Par-3 Course.

Push carts and small bags available for rent.

Alec's Alec's 99  Golf CourseGolf Course
 Open 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Daily

Rates for 9-holes:
Public $29 • Senior $20 (Mon-Thurs)
Juniors (12 and over) $10 (11 and under) $5

Book your tee time at ruttgers.com/golf
Wednesdays 

Ladies Day
Alec's 9 

$20

Ruby's on the LakeRuby's on the Lake OPEN Daily  
7-10 a.m. for Breakfast and 5-8 p.m. for Dinner

Sandals & Purses Sandals & Purses 

20%20%  off off   

Seafood BoilSeafood Boil 
Friday Nights

5-8 p.m. on The Deck 

Live Music Live Music 
with with Todd Wohl Todd Wohl 
Saturday, June 22
6-9 p.m. on The Deck

Go to ruttgers.com/events for all the details

4th of July 4th of July 
Cookout & Games Cookout & Games 
12-4 p.m. on The Deck 

Fireworks Fireworks 
Friday, July 5

at dusk
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 
OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

For Delivery or Pickup
1-888-450-3460

Washed Sand • Washed Rock
Class 5 Gravel • Fill Sand

Crushed Concrete • Granite Accepted

AGGREGATE:AGGREGATE:

June 25 serves as a cru-
cial platform for community 
members to provide feedback 
and guidance. Participants 
can expect an interactive 
session where they can share 
insights on the district’s cur-
rent initiatives, suggest new 
approaches, and discuss pri-
orities for the coming years. 
Whether attending in person 
or virtually, all community 
members are encouraged 
to join the conversation and 
contribute to the future of 
Aitkin Public Schools.
Next Steps

Following the listening 
session, the district will in-
tegrate community feedback 

into its strategic planning 
process. Action plans with 
specific timelines will be 
developed to implement 
initiatives across all focus 
areas from 2024 to 2029. 

Regular updates and oppor-
tunities for further commu-
nity engagement will ensure 
ongoing transparency and 
accountability in achieving 
the district’s goals.

Aitkin Public School Dis-
trict is gearing up for the next 
phase of its strategic plan, 
and community engagement 
is at the forefront. With a 
scheduled listening session 
on Tuesday, June 25 at 6:00 
p.m., those who are inter-
ested in providing input are 
invited to participate either 
in-person at the High School 
Media Center or virtually via 
Zoom by using the following 
link: https://ics-builds.zoom.
us/j/89049474794. This ses-
sion aims to gather input 
from residents of the Aitkin 
School District to help shape 
the district’s future initiatives 
and goals.

The district’s current strate-
gic plan, spanning from 2024 
to 2029, outlines comprehen-
sive focus areas designed to 
enhance student growth and 
achievement, support staff 
development, strengthen 
family and community out-
reach, ensure a safe learning 
environment, and manage 
finances and facilities ef-
fectively. The plan reflects a 
goal of academic excellence, 
innovation in education, and 
fostering a safe and respectful 
environment for all students 
and staff.
Strategic Focus Areas

1. Student Growth and 
Achievement

The strategic plan plac-
es a strong emphasis on 
student success through a 
standards-based curriculum 
aligned with the World’s Best 
Workforce (WBWF) goals 
and the Minnesota Reading 
to Ensure Academic Develop-
ment (READ) Act. Objectives 
include assessing yearly prog-
ress, utilizing Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support (MTSS) for 
student growth, and creating 
career pathways aligned with 
emerging workforce needs.

2. Staff Development and 
Support

To support continuous im-

provement, the plan priori-
tizes professional develop-
ment for staff aligned with 
data-driven goals and main-
taining a positive professional 
culture conducive to growth.

3. Family and Community 
Outreach

Enhancing community 
partnerships and effective 
communication are central 
to this focus area. Objectives 
include developing strategic 
action plans, sharing them 
with the community, and 
leveraging various commu-
nication tools to promote 
district goals and successes.

4. Safe Learning Environ-
ment

Creating a culture of safe-

ty and respect is pivotal. 
Goals include implement-
ing effective behavior and 
mental health interventions, 
reviewing safety programs, 
and collaborating with local 
agencies to enhance student 
support systems.

5. Finance and Facilities
With a focus on financial 

stability and facility upgrades, 
the district aims to allocate 
resources responsibly and 
develop plans for future facil-
ity needs, including ongoing 
evaluation of security mea-
sures and discussion of build-
ing on the land purchased for 
building a new school.
Engaging the Community

The listening session on 

Aitkin Public Schools community listening session scheduled for June 25

Vern Lewis, 
Broker Associate 
218-838-3041 cell

Thinking of selling?
 Give me a call for a

 Market Analysis

https://vlewis.coldwellbankercrown.com/ 

Thinking of selling?  Inventory is Low

NOW IS THE TIME!NOW IS THE TIME!NOW IS THE TIME!NOW IS THE TIME!

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
HARMLESS BAT 

REMOVAL

BAT-PROOF 
& CLEAN UP

FULL ATTIC 
RESTORATION

10-YEAR WARRANTY

888-255-9950thebatguysbatremoval.com



8 June 22, 2024 NewsHopperTM www.NewsHopper.net

   Call for a FREE Quote:
  1.800.630.29601.800.630.2960
wildernesslandimprovement.com

Superb Client Service with Follow Up Satisfaction

We Specialize in...We Specialize in...
  Buckthorn Eradication, Buckthorn Eradication, 

Invasive Willow Removal, Invasive Willow Removal, 
Brush Removal, TrailsBrush Removal, Trails

Lot Clearing,  Food Plots,Lot Clearing,  Food Plots,
Wildlife Habitat RestorationWildlife Habitat Restoration

  & More!& More!

Mention this adMention this ad
& receive & receive 

 10 10% off% off

www.jntreeservice-landscaping.com

Call for a
 FREE ESTIMATE 
    218.232.7328

NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

SERVING THE BRAINERDLAKES AND BEYOND!

• Tree Trimming 
• Removal  
• Stump Grinding 
• Woods Cleaning  
• Brush Chipping  
• Storm Cleanup• Storm Cleanup
• 24 hour Storm• 24 hour Storm
  Damage   Removal   Damage   Removal 
    - We work direct with     - We work direct with 
        your direct with your         your direct with your 
          insurance company!          insurance company!

• 60 Foot Bucket Truck  
• Expert Climbing   

Technicians  
•  Lot Clearing 

24/724/7
 Emergency  Emergency 

Storm Damage Storm Damage 

Tree ServiceTree Service
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