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BOYS ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Seeing the sights

Edwards made most of
experiencing Grand Canyon
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Miles Edwards looked at each of his
knees and offered up a grin.
“I don’t know how they made it,”

Edwards said with a laugh. “But they’re
good.”

It had, after all, been a busy few days
forEdwardsandhis jointswhile exploring
theGrandCanyon.He figures hewalked
about 20miles over a three-day stretch.
And yet…worth it.
“I thought it would be impressive, but

it still blewmymind,” Edwards said. “It
was crazy.”
So,whatmighthaveprompteda trip to

oneof theworld’s topnaturalattractions?
Edwards has his friend, Max Bevis (a

very recent Shoals Christian graduate),
to thank.
Bevis’ parentswere taking their son to

Arizona as a graduation gift. Bevis asked
if Edwardswanted to tag along.
It didn’t require a lot of thinking on

Edwards’ part.
“I said, ‘Absolutely,’” Edwards said.
The group flew from Nashville the

morning of June 3 and returned the eve-
ning of June 7.

Inbetween, as onemight expect, there
was plenty of sightseeing.
“Honestly, probably just being as high

as youwere and just the view,” Edwards
said of the neatest part of the Grand
Canyon. “The view was insane. It’s
something you never see around here. It
doesn’t even look real standingout there,
but it’s amazing.”

Miles Edwards had plenty of fun during his senior year of high school while starring in basketball and baseball. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Going for gold

Weathers wants more in
her final Loretto season
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

There’s a devilish look in Ally
Weathers’ eyes that give off a sense of
foreboding.

The Loretto star, asked to compare
what would be two potential high-
lights for her, but would be two painful
moments for someone facingher,doesn’t
need long to ponder.
Whichwould sheprefer:Hammering a

kill off an opponents’ face (volleyball) or
breaking someone’s ankleswith a cross-
over dribble (basketball)?
Weathers grins with just a hint of evil

andmentally savors the possibilities.
“Probably spiking it off their face for

me,” said Weathers, the TimesDaily’s
girls athlete of the year. “It’s a good feel-
ing. You release a lot of anger getting to
hit the ball.”
Yes, Weathers said, there is some

anger when she’s playing volleyball,
moreso than inbasketball, thoughhoops
is no surprise her No. 1 sport.

Volleyball is more of a place to get
mean.
“Sometimes, sometimes.When Imess

up, normally, if I hit one out or shank a
ball, I just want to not shank the next
one,”Weathers said.
This year, Weathers and the Mus-

tangs— puns intended— dotted a lot of

Loretto’s Ally Weathers hopes to juggle two gold state championship trophies with her volleyball and basketball as a senior. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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I’s/eyes and crossed a lot of T’s.
But they didn’t endwith the exclama-

tion point theMustangs wished.
Loretto was the state runner-up in

both volleyball and basketball, a finish
that makes her senior goals easier than
choosingbetweenavicious kill or snappy
crossover.
“To make it back to the state tour-

nament, that’s always our end goal,”
Weathers said. “This year, whenwe get
there, we want to finish it and get the
gold ball.”
Volleyball may count as the most

agonizing.
TheMustangs have reached the state

tournament eachof the last four seasons,
finishing as the state runner-up three
times, including the last two.
Theydidwin a state title in 2018when

Ally was a mere sixth-grader watching
her older sister star.
In basketball, this yearmarkedLoret-

to’s first state berth since 2021whenAlly
was an eighth-graderwatchingher older
sister star for a championship-winning
team.
Ally, though shedidwin the affections

of the family dog from her sister, of
course wants to also win a state title of
her own.
“For sure,”Ally said. “Wehave a lot of

goodparts comingback, andwe’re look-
ing to repeat, but wewant to come back
with the gold.”
Ally andKarly, a two-timeTimesDaily

athlete of the year now playing basket-
ball atAlabama, have settled any sisterly
differences over Lizzie, the family dog.
When Karly left for college, Ally

mounted an intense campaign to Lizzie.
Karly has since signaled her surrender.
“Wegot thedogonmybirthday, actu-

ally,” Ally said. “I think I’m the dog’s
favorite.We didn’t argue about it.”

Ally admits Karlywins every one-on-
one basketball showdown— “She’s too
good” — and she won’t be facing her
older brother in his sport, either.
Ryan, most notably the 2018 Times-

Daily boys athlete of the year, is a pitcher
for theMiamiMarlins.
“I don’t have a chance to touch it,”

Ally said before being asked about facing
Ryan in a baseball offshoot.
“Wiffleball is a lot easier,” she said,

putting her estimated home-run dis-
tance off Ryan in that at “pretty far.”
Ally does not play softball at Loretto

and has no desire, either, for a very spe-
cific reason.
“I do not like outdoor sports at all,”

Ally said. “I played itwhen Iwas, I think,
in sixth grade. I played it one year. Ryan
and dad tried to get me to play it. I’m
just like, ‘No. I did not like it, and I’m
not playing it.’
“Basketball and volleyball are my

favorites.”

WEATHERS
From Page G4

Ally Weathers, in basketball, averaged 20 points
for Loretto this season and has scored 1,515
career points. In volleyball, she posted a .369
attack percentage and has 1,214 career kills.
She helped the Mustangs finish as a state run-
ner-up in both sports. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Girls athlete of the year
2024: Ally Weathers, Loretto
2023: Chloe Siegel, Deshler
2022: Karly Weathers, Loretto
2021: Karly Weathers, Loretto
2020: not named (pandemic)
2019: Sara Puckett, Muscle Shoals
2018: Taylor Aikerson, Deshler
2017: Lilly Holmes, Florence
2016: Erin Jewell, Brooks
2015: Lauren Cantrell, Deshler
2014: Cele Moon, Wilson
2013: Ciarra Edwards, Wilson

Girls athletic program
of the year

2024: Loretto
2023: Mars Hill
2022: Brooks
2021: Rogers
2020: not named (pandemic)
2019: Rogers
2018: Deshler
2017: Deshler
2016: Wilson
2015: Deshler
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LARGE SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Something
different
Phinizee swaps out
gridiron for hardwood
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Cam Phinizee knows where his alle-
giance lies.
“Football,” the Russellville running

back said. “By a mile.”
Makes sense, especially considering

the season he just turned in.
Phinizee rushed for 2,389 yards,

averaged 9 yards per carry and finished
with a school-record 40 touchdowns.
He became the Golden Tigers’ first
sophomore to be named All-State.
He was also a finalist for the Alabama
Sports Writers Association’s Class 5A
back of the year.
“It didn’t end where we wanted it to

end,” said Phinizee, the TimesDaily’s
large school football player of the year.
“But I guess, for a sophomore season it
went pretty well. … I guess you could
say all that hard work paid off.”
There appears to be some more on

the way.
Phinizee mentioned wanting to find

ways to get bigger, faster and stron-
ger for his final two seasons of high
school ball. There’s also the matter of
what those numbers will look like next
season. Might 2,500 yards be the goal?
How about 50 touchdowns?
“I don’t know,” Phinizee said with

a grin. “We’ll have to see where fate
takes us.”
Those are some lofty numbers. Cer-

tainly something to think about. But
in the meantime, Phinizee has some-
thing else to concentrate on, the cause
of trading in his pads and cleats for a
pair of shorts and sneakers.
In other words, basketball. It’s just

something for Phinizee to do during
the offseason, a different way to stay
in shape and work on some different
skill sets that might eventually find
their way over to the football field.
And the idea? Well that came from

Ben Phillips, an assistant football —
and basketball — coach.
“They all think I’m pretty athletic,

so he just gaveme a talk about being an
athlete and that I need to playmultiple
sports,” Phinizee said. “It can helpwith
recruiting and playing college ball.”
The transitionwas goingOK, accord-

ing to Phinizee. Although, he admitted
he could use a little work on having a
little more patience with his game.
Consider it an overall work in progress.
But the key question: does he at least

enjoy playing basketball?
“I like it,” Phinizee said with a laugh,

“for the most part.”
He knows where his loyalties lie. As

of December, there were only eight
more months until football season
kicks off.

David Glovach can be reached at
david.glovach@timesdaily.com or on
Twitter @DavidGlovach

Cam Phinizee has already picked up plenty of accolades on the football field, but spent time this winter testing out his basketball skills. [PHOTOS BY

DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Cam Phinizee was no stranger to finding the end zone this past season.
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SMALL SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Closing an era
Mars Hill collected plenty
of wins with Hanson family

By David Glovach
Sports Writer

GriffinHanson had already gotten his
picture taken and his interview done.
But as the Mars Hill quarterback

headed out the door of the Alabama
Music Hall of Fame, the senior revealed
why he had always opted towear No. 6.
“Itwas thenumbermydadandbrother

wore,” said Hanson, his white jersey
showing the wear and tear of plenty of
football.
Perhaps next season, someone else on

the Panthers’ roster will opt to wear it.
Perhapsnot. Eitherway, itwill represent
quite a bit of change for Mars Hill and
coach Darrell Higgins.
By the time training camp comes

around, it’ll be the first time since the
2015 season ended the Panthers won’t
have a Hanson on the field or behind
center.
“At the start ofmy eighth-grade year,

we had a senior that was a quarterback
for a couple games until we made the
switch,” said Hanson, the TimesDaily’s
small school football player of the year.
“So there was a tiny gap, but not a lot.”
Joseph Hanson was a three-year

starter at quarterback and defensive
back. He helped lead Mars Hill to the
school’s first football title in 2018 — a
53-26 win over Linden for the Class 1A
championship. Joseph was also named
All-State at defensive back.
The younger Hanson didn’t take long

tomake an impression.
The Panthers returned to the Class

1A title game in 2019. They won the 2A
championship the year after thanks to
a 56-14 drubbing of Abbeville. Hanson
finished with a 51-9 career record. He
accounted for 117 total touchdowns.
This season, Hanson finished with

2,011 total yards and 31 scores.He accu-
mulated 42 tackles and two sacks as a
defensive back. He was named second-
teamAll-State as an athlete.
“Definitelywinning the2Astatecham-

pionship my freshman year,” Hanson

said of his favorite football memory.
““But also beating Russellville at home
this season. I think thatwas a really good
win for us.”
Mars Hill beat the Golden Tigers

27-24 after Hanson threw for a pair of
fourth-quarter touchdowns.The first an
18-yarder to Isaiah Owens, the second
went for 48 yards to Tanner Caudle.
Overall, some impressive stats.
Butmight Griffin care to comment on

whomight be the better football player
in the family?
“Obviously, you’d probably say your-

self, but he’dprobably sayhimself, too,”
the younger Hanson said with a small
grin. “But seeing him win, I’ve always
looked up to him and wanted to learn
from him. He was a great mentor for
me.”
Griffin Hanson’s did plenty of win-

ning aswell. It’ll just be a little different

without the usual No. 6 leading the
huddle.
“It’s going to be pretty weird, but

it’s going to be fun keeping up with this
team,” Hanson said. “You’re going to
get to see these younger guys go out and
compete, andwhat they can do.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Last fall capped Griffin Hanson’s five-year run as Mars Hill’s starting quarterback, the eighth straight for a Hanson overall. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]



TimesDaily | Thursday, June 27, 2024 G9

59
61

18
-1

George’s Steak Pit
1206 S. Jackson Hwy., Sheffield, AL 35660

www.georgessteakpit.com
256-381-1531

CONGRATULATIONS
to all of the athletes!!!



G10 Thursday, June 27, 2024 | TimesDaily

LARGE SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL

Double-A
for effort
For Addison Armstrong,
season was an A-plus
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

Oh, yes,AddisonArmstrong exclaims,
there’s a new order of things at Muscle
Shoals.
Like theold“MeanGirls”movie—and,

it’s assumed, the upcoming remake—
there has been a change in the pecking
order around and down the halls.
Maybe the football players remain

unaware, Armstrong says, but those
Trojans have been dethroned.
“They think they are the topdogs, but

they don’t know yet,” said Armstrong,
the TimesDaily’s large school volleyball
player of the year.
“We’re going to put them on their

level.”
The revolution will not be televised.

Or should that be “was not” televised?
“We’re going to kill y’all, and we’re

going to get way more wins than you
are,” Armstrong said and— for those
devoid of a sense of humor— she was
both joking andusing the volleyball term
“kill.”
“We’re going towin all our games and

go undefeated.”
The volleyball Trojans did notch 32

victories this year, a mere 21 more than
the lowly football Trojans.
That sound youhearmaybe a football

player grousing: “But they play more
thanwe do.”
“Excuses,” Armstrong answers.
Yes, there is a jovial relationship

between the two programs. It’s called
banter for those unfamiliar with the
concept.
“We’re friendly, but there is a little bit

of competition,” Armstrong said.
This season, football lineman Ellis

Underwood did say that Muscle Shoals
was a volleyball school.Of course, itwas
a football off week and volleyball was in
the Class 6ANorth Regional.
Underwood also admitted Armstrong

would put a hurtin’ on him if they were
matched up across the volleyball net.

Take solace, Mr. Underwood, Arm-
strong said she would not have you as
her No. 1 target.
“Probably JamirGoodloe,”Armstrong

said. “He’s a funnyguy, and I don’t think
he would take it seriously if I knocked
him on the headwith a volleyball.
“I’d probably leave a knot on the top

of his head.”
Such a talent, and Armstrong’s

all-around abilities, is what drew area
coaches’ attention toher. She ledMuscle
Shoalswith 231 kills andhelped theTro-
janswin their first area championship in
four seasons.
“We have grown so much in vol-

leyball so far,” Armstrong said.
“Compared to past years, I think this
year was a knock out of the park. It was
amazing.”

Armstrong, inDecember,was already
thinking about softball season (she’s a
second baseman) with her senior vol-
leyball season due next fall. She wants
to build on this year.
“I felt likewe succeeded in everything

we did,” Armstrong said. “My goal is to
be a leader and to succeed in everything
I do in volleyball and in softball and in
school.”

Addison Armstrong, between volleyball and softball, may not have time to try the guitar, though maybe she’ll revisit the Alabama Music Hall of Fame.
[DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Notabadstart-of-the-summer trip for
theTimesDaily’s boys athlete of theyear
after standing out both on the basketball
court and baseball field.
During the winter season, Edwards

averageda littlemore than 17pointswith
six gamesof 25points ormore, including
a season-high 31 for LauderdaleCounty.
He also averaged 7.7 rebounds and three
assists.Edwardswasvotedsecond-team
All-State in Class 3A by the Alabama
SportsWriters Association.
In baseball, Edwards irritated oppo-

nentswith both his arm and bat.
Edwardswent6-1witha 1.60ERAand

a .142 average against from themound.
He struck out 78 and walked 29 in 57
innings.

At theplate,Edwardshit .486, slugged
.651 and had a .541 on-base percentage.
He drove in 30 runs and scored 30 times
in 31 games.
EdwardswasnamedtheClass3Aplayer

of theyear for the secondstraight season.
He’ll be playing college baseball atWal-
lace State-Hanceville.
Now, there is just thematter of where

Edwards, a fan of national parks, might
think of going next.
A jacketmight be needed for that one.
“There’s anAlaskancruise that goes to

GlacierBayNationalPark,”Edwardssaid.
“Thatwouldbepretty cool togoandsee.
“The only thing is that it’s cold and

I’m not a fan of the cold. I’d still go,
though.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

EDWARDS
From Page G2
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Boys athlete of the year
2024: Miles Edwards, Lauderdale Co.
2023: Miles Edwards, Lauderdale Co.
2022: Kyler Murks, Brooks
2021: Kyler Murks, Brooks
2020: not named (pandemic)
2019: Colt Smith, Mars Hill
2018: Ryan Weathers, Loretto
2017: Malik Smith, Sheffield
2016: Brax Garrett, Florence
2015: Keaton Anderson, Florence
2014: Kendrick Doss, Florence
2013: Thomas Burrows, Mars Hill

Boys athletic program
of the year

2024: Mars Hill
2023: Deshler
2022: Mars Hill
2021: Russellville
2020: not named (pandemic)
2019: Mars Hill
2018: Lauderdale Co.
2017: Muscle Shoals
2016: Russellville
2015: Russellville

Miles Edwards enjoyed a nice vacation after being named the Class 3A baseball player of the year
once again. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Miles Edwards averaged a little more than 17 points in basketball and was named second-team All-State.
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SMALL SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL

Kill
switch
Howard helped
power Lexington
back to state berth
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

Alex Howard stares ahead, the ada-
mance in her voice obvious.
Lexington may have met one goal

this year by simply making the state
tournament.
Next season’s goal won’t be so

pedestrian.
“We’re going to win a state champi-

onship,” saidHoward, the TimesDaily’s
small school volleyball playerof theyear.
“We got to state this year, but next year
wehave to get further.
“Just getting to state is not the end.

We’re going to endwith a win and not a
loss.”
It’s a better line than Howard casts at

the lake, she admits.
After killing her way through the vol-

leyball season, the junior moved on to
basketball. Her springs, once filled with
softball and track and field, are now
focusedmerely on travel volleyball.
But, inbetween, there’sanotheractivity

she admits she enjoys.
“I fish, sometimes, whenever it’s

warm,” Howard said, quicklymention-
ing that no fish has been harmed in any
attempt.
“Ihavenotcaughta fish. Iusuallycatch

myself,” she said. “I hookmyself all the
time, but I try.”
Howard,whofinishedwith475kills this

season, sending volleyballs either to the
floor or off opposing players, regularly
has issues getting her bait and hook to
the fishes.
Don’t look for her to catch dinner.
“This summer,wewereat the lake,and

Ihookedmyself,”Howardsaid.“Itstarted
bleeding, but it wasn’t too bad. I hooked
myhand.

“Maybe I’mnot a fisher.”
The follow-up question was obvious.

Almost as obvious as the answer.
Is Howard better at volleyball than

fishing?
“Yes, yes, yes,”Howard says.
Howard helped lead Lexington to a

43-18seasonandtoendtheGoldenBears’
state tournamentdrought.WhileLexing-
tonreachedthestatequarterfinals for the
22ndtimein27years, thisyear’sberthwas
the first since 2019.
Such lengthy absences, she said, are

unacceptable at Lexington.
“Wehave a lot ofweight on our shoul-

dersbecauseofourvolleyballhistory,but I
think itmotivatesusmore,”Howardsaid.
“It’s likewehavetoget there. It’sour job.”
Lexington, shesaid, isoneof those rare

schoolswhere volleyball isNo. 1.
“It’s definitely a volleyball school,”

Howardsaid.“Youdon’tsee footballban-
nersupthere.Youseevolleyballbanners.”
She does enjoy watching her football

teamand,maybe, even her little brother,
too. Sawyer was a freshman this season
whowill playmore in coming years, Alex
said.
Sawyeralsoplaysbasketball.Theiron-

court sibling duels aren’twhat they used
to be.
“We don’t really play one-on-one

anymore,” Alex said. “It usually ends in
a fight.”
Does she beat him that badly?
“Yep.”

Lexington’s Alex Howard helped the Golden Bears play a state tournament tune this season and found herself at the Alabama Music Hall of Fame.
[PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Lexington’s Alex Howard averaged 7.8 kills per match this season.
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GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

Runs in the family
Like her dad, Trimble
set to compete at UNA
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Mary Anna Trimble grew up in a
cross country household.
But that doesn’t mean the now-

senior at Muscle Shoals was always
enthralled with running.
“My dad ran cross country at UNA

when he was in college and graduated
from Muscle Shoals, too,” Trimble
said. “He actually coached at UNA for
a couple years for cross country and
track. But I would go tomeetswith him
when I was little. I just wasn’t inter-
ested in running at first.
“And then one day, someone asked

me to join the (Muscle Shoals Middle
School) team in seventh grade and I
thought, ‘I’ll give it a shot.’ I just fell
in love with it and ever since then, I’ve
just been running”.
Continuing a little bit of the family

business, then.
Scott Trimble, Mary Anna’s father,

was a former All-Gulf South Confer-
ence runner for the Lions in the late
1980s. He still holds the 12th-fastest
10K time in program history. He later
returned to take over the cross country
and women’s track and field program
in 2003 before stepping down in spring
of 2017.
Soon, the younger Trimble will get

to see how she stacks up. She’s set to
run for UNA this fall.
“I’m excited for it,” said Trimble,

the TimesDaily’s All-Area girls cross
country runner of the year for the
second straight season. “I’m excited
for the teammates I’m going to have,
there’ll be some local runners joining
me there, too. But I’m also excited to
get the chance to keep PRing and keep
running for the next four years.”
She didn’t do too bad in her final year

at Muscle Shoals, either.
Trimble had eight top-10 finishes,

including a third-place finish at sec-
tionals with an injured hamstring. She
set a PR at the Jesse Owens Invitational
with a 19:15.
“I would like to break 19 (minutes)

going into college,” Trimble said. “And

I would really like to get into the low
18s by the end of my freshman year, if
not break it, and go from there.”
Call in quite the change from Trim-

ble’s early introduction into the sport.
And as for the important question

— Who is faster? Her dad or her? —
Trimble knew there was only one right
answer.
“I would say I am,” Trimble said

with a laugh. “He probably would too
now.”

David Glovach can be reached at
david.glovach@timesdaily.com or on
Twitter @DavidGlovach

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY

Bi-cycle, bi-cycle
Branscome had to utilize
different training method
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Harper Branscome doesn’t need long
tomake a decision.
Given the option of picking which is

harder—runningorbiking—theMuscle
Shoals senior made his feeling rather
clear.
“Definitely running,” saidBranscome,

the TimesDaily’s All-Area boys cross
country runner of the year.
He does, after all, have some experi-

encewithboth.Although thatwasmore
out of a necessity than awant.
Branscome developed a stress reac-

tion— the beginning of a stress fracture
—inhis footat thestartof theseason, the
result of him having “overdone it run-
ning.” The injury cost him about half of
the Trojans’meets.
“It was very tough,” Branscome said.

“Didn’t knowhowIwasgoing tobounce
back fromeverything.”
Still, therewas the hope that he could

return at some point. And that meant
Branscome needed to stay in shape. So,
along with icing his foot and not run-
ning on it, he opted for a regiment that
allowed him to not only work out, but
heal as quickly as possible.
SwimmingwassomethingBranscome

took to.Rowingwasaswell.Hedid those
every couple of days. And, of course,
therewas getting on a bike.
“EverySunday, I’dgooutandbike like

25 miles in the morning,” Branscome
said. “I went with my youth minister.
We’d go around the city orwhereverwe
wanted to go.”
That’sonewaytowork insomecardio.

Butwas it enjoyable?
“Idid (enjoy it),”Branscomesaid.“But

I did get tired after a little bit. Sitting on
a bike for that long isn’t fun.”
It seemed to pay off.
When Branscome returned to cross

country, he placed second at theNorth-
west Alabama championships, won the
Colbert County title, finished third in
the Class 6A, Section 6 meet and set
a PR with a 16:17 at the state meet. His
timewas the lowest among Shoals-area
runners.
TheMuscle Shoals boys also qualified

for state as a teamfor the first timesince
2015.
“It was great to know that I bounced

back well,” said Branscome, who is set
to run atWallace State-Hanceville this
fall. “I just tried improvingeverydayand
Iwasable todothat.Plus, Ididn’tknowif
I’dPRthisseason,so Iwasprettyhappy.”
Sorry, biking. Running it is.

DavidGlovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.comor onTwitter
@DavidGlovach

Mary Anna Trimble will have run for the same
schools as her dad did back in the day. [DAN
BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Harper Branscome got to hear some celebratory tunes after coming back from injury to help
Muscle Shoals qualify for the state meet. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Special K
Kellogg serving up
more than just on
basketball court
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Trey Kellogg considers himself a bas-
ketball player.
The accolades certainly back that up.
The Covenant Christian senior is a

two-time first-teamClass 1A All-State
selection by the Alabama Sports Writ-
ersAssociation.Hewas a finalist for the
1A player of the year last season and is a
finalist for the awardonce again.There’s
also the 2023 state championship with
another title game appearance.
But that doesn’t mean TimesDaily’s

small school boysplayer of the year— for
the second straight season— isn’t afraid
to branch out and try something new.
Last year? Baseball was the sport that

filled some of Kellogg’s time during
the spring with the Eagles reaching the
second round of the playoffs.
And this year?Well, itwas time to give

something else a go.
He’s traded in his glove and bat for a

racquet. His cleats for another pair of
sneakers.
“I was supposed to play tennis last

year and I told them I was gonna play,
but I backedout at the last second toplay
baseball,” Kellogg said with a grin. “So,
this year, I had to play.”
Of course, that doesn’t mean there

wasn’t a little good-natured persuad-
ing involved. Call it a half-court press
fromCovenantChristian coachMorgan
Bishop (with some of Kellogg’s peers
deploying the set to relative perfection).
“I was atwork and somebody sentme

a Snap and it was of her,” Kellogg said.
“Shewas tellingme Ineed toplay tennis.
That’s how it started and so I told her I
was gonna play.”
So,whatmight be the best part ofKel-

logg’s game? A fair question.
Perhaps his serve or maybe his back-

hand? How about the forehand or the
volleys?
“Just playing at the net, really,” Kel-

logg said. “That’s my favorite thing to

do, rush the net.”
Sounds like an intimidating prospect

for an opponent to watch the 6-foot-4
Kellogg run up on them that quickly.
“Yeah,”Kellogg said. “It canbe a little

bit.”
Perhaps tennis, after all, might be the

sport he considers to be his best going
forward.That is thewholepoint of trying
something new.
“I’mnot quite there yet,”Kellogg said

with a laugh. “Basketball is still the one
I’m the best at, but I enjoy tennis a lot. I
wish I did try it sooner.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Covenant Christian’s Trey Kellogg is a standout in basketball, but that doesn’t mean he won’t try his hand at other sports, too. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/

TIMESDAILY]

Trey Kellogg is a two-time Class 1A first-team All-State selection and a two-time 1A player of the
year finalist.
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Record aim
To Baugus, state title bigger
goal than school mark
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

The po t e n t i a l i s t h e r e f o r
shenanigans.
Blair Baugus, aWayne County junior

and two-time TimesDaily small school
player of the year, is a relative pittance
of points from becoming the school’s
all-time leading scorer.
It shouldn’t take too long— hopefully

not terribly long— next winter for her
to knock off the record holder from her
longtime perch.
Except the current champ is the

champ-in-waiting’s current coach.
MightMolly Ashley seek away of still

ensuring the Wildcats’ success while
suppressing Baugus’ threat?
“Shewouldn’t do that. No, shewould

not do that,” Baugus said. “She would
love for me to break it. She would.
“If anybody is going to, she would

want me to.”
Baugus stands at 1,812 career points

after three years— and 102 wins— for
Wayne County.
Molly Ashley (nee York) graduated in

2001 with 2,227 points.
Just 415 more Baugus points and

Ashley, whose background is also as
a history teacher, will see her record
become history.
“I’m trying to get more than that,”

Baugus said.
Ending a seasonwith a victory would

be the No. 1 goal.
That would mean a state champion-

ship, a goal that has both teased and
eluded theWildcats over the last three
years.
They were state runners-up each of

the last two years. This season,Wayne
County lost in the semifinals.
“We had the option to go to the

championship game the next day, but
we all obviously decided not,” Baugus
said. “We didn’t want to see that. It’s
definitely a goal to get back there next
year.
“We’re going to have to work hard,

take every practice seriously and get
ready.”
Had they gone , they wou ld

have watched the team that beat

them— Pickett County— win a state
championship.
“We felt like the semifinals this year

were the finals,” Baugus said. “We felt
whatever team won that was going to
win the state championship.
“We basically thought of it as the

championship game.”
In themeantime, Baugus has started

her usual spring non-basketball habit,
aka softball, while also jumping into
AAU hoops.
Her summer AAU travel slate

includes Texas, Virginia, Louisville,
etc. In between, she’s at the pool. (“I
like to tan. I like to get really tan.”)
She also had basketball recruiting to

finalize and a decision to make.
“It’s exhausting sometimes, but it’s

really chilled out, and I’m sure it will
heat up again with AAU,” said Baugus,
who announced in late April that she
had committed to Middle Tennessee.
“I’m going to have to make a decision
soon. Probably this summer, so it’s
winding down.”

Wayne County’s Blair Baugus, a two-time TimesDaily player of the year, says her primary goal next year is for the Wildcats to finally win a state cham-
pionship. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Wayne County is 102-10 in Blair Baugus’ three seasons. [HEATHER WARREN/FOR THE TIMESDAILY]
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Charging
ahead
Muscle Shoals’ Brown
raring to play at UAH
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

Tamora Brown’s college goals are
obvious.
Playwell forUAH.Graduate fromUAH

with a degree in aerospace engineering.
Continue to be a quality teammate like
she has been atMuscle Shoals.
And, of course, take down her older

sister’s records.
Brown, the TimesDaily’s large school

player of the year, is following in her
sister’s footstepswhen she plays for the
Chargers.
“Shewas really good, and she set a lot

of records at UAH,” Brown said. “I’m
going there to beat them.”
Jasmine Hammon — now Jasmine

Johnson—has left Browna lofty number
for which to shoot.
Hammon remains UAH’s all-time

leading scorer from a career that lasted
2010-14. Brown needs just 2,103 points
to tie and 2,104 points to beat her.
Hammon is also the school’s all-time

leading rebounder. Itmay be safe to say
Brown, a 5-6guard,won’t threaten that.
Her older sister, Brown says, supports

her attempt.
“She encouraged me to go there as

well,” Brown said. “She would support
mewherever I go.”
Johnson, with 14 more years of life

experience, and Brown haven’t had any
personal duels recently, Brown said.
The outcome—according to Brown—

wouldbepredictable.What little brother
or sister wouldn’t be so brazen.
“I’d kill her one-on-one,” Brown said

in sisterly banter. “We haven’t played
since like three years ago. It’s time for
a rematch.
“She doesn’t want any. She doesn’t

want these problems.”
Through the spring,Brownwas finish-

ing her senior year atMuscle Shoals and
earning some extramoney selling shoes
at a sporting goods store.

Her secret selling strategy?
“Youhave towear themright.You just

have towear them right,” Brown said. “I
just give themmy opinion. I tell them I
think these look good on their feet. They
trust me because I have shoes that look
good onmy feet.
“They see youwearing good shoes and

they’ll trust you.”
This season, Brown averaged 17.7

points, was third-team Class 6A All-
State and helped lead Muscle Shoals to
an 18-7 season. She finished with 1,201
career points.
Next year,withoutBrown, theTrojans

will still find success, she said.
Hello, Makenzie Sears and Abby

Pitman.
“I expect big things out of both of

them. … They’ll do well,” said Brown,
who touts Makenzie as the soon-to-be
No. 1 player in the Sears family.
Makenzie’s older brother— Alabama

All-American, Final Four,NBApotential
and whatnot— has been warned.
“She will be the best,” Brown said.

“You have Mark, and he’s pretty good
right now. That’s a dog out there. But
Makenzie will get there.”

Tamora Brown doesn’t want to sit idly by when it comes to breaking her sister’s records at UAH. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Tamora Brown helped lead Muscle Shoals to a second straight Northwest Regional and fourth in six years.
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Kingme
Golden Tigers’
standout eager to
hit some more goals
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

EJ King admitted he wasn’t initially
aware the announcement had come
out.
The Russellville standout was getting

in his required amount of sleep when
the Alabama Sports Writers Associa-
tion’s All-State basketball teams were
revealed March 16.
No worries. Mom had the Times-

Daily’s large school player of the year
covered.
“My mom had woken me up and she

told me. I really didn’t know what she
was saying, though,” King said with a
laugh. “I just went back to sleep. Then
I got up and she told me again. That’s
when I realized that I made first-team,
so I was pretty excited, still am.”
Understandable and fairly easy to see

why.
After all, King was the first Russell-

ville boys player in 41 years to receive
first-team recognition. Luther Tiggs
was the last. That was in 1983, well
before King’s birth year.
Of course, averaging 25 points per

game doesn’t hurt those chances.
King had five games where he scored
30 or more points, including a pair
of 35-point performances that came
against Marion County and Lawrence
County (Alabama).
King also finishedwith a boys Shoals-

area high (regardless of classification)
of 17 games with 20-plus points.
So who might have been more

excited? Mom or EJ?
“She was very excited,” King said.

“I just started smiling and went back
to sleep.”
Perhaps to dreams of what elsemight

be crossed off his bucket list — from an
individual standpoint.
Among them are finally being able to

show off some of his hops above the rim
in a game. A successful Eastbay dunk
remains the prime candidate if he had

the choice.
“I’ve wind-milled before, just not

in a game,” said King, who is listed at
6-foot-1. “I’ve got that on video. It was
one day we were in the gym.”
Best be on the lookout then.
Kingwill get some extra practice ses-

sions in, too, thanks to some summer
AAU events. And then it will be back
to preparing for some Russellville
basketball.
“That’s coming soon,” King saidwith

a grin. “Senior year.”
Perhaps another All-State selection

as well.

David Glovach can be reached at
david.glovach@timesdaily.com or on
Twitter @DavidGlovach

EJ King earned some long-awaited recognition for the Russellville boys basketball team. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

EJ King led the Shoals with 17 games of 20 or more points.
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Steady climb
Deshler’s Mills caps final
season with best effort
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Ross Mills has his favorite wrestling
moves.
There’s the technique known as the

KellyRoll that puts anopponent on their
shoulder. The single leg, too.
But it’s reallywhat’s at the sport’s core

that drew the Deshler senior to themat.
(And has it ranked above football in his
personal preference.)
“Slamming people,” said a grinning

Mills, the TimesDaily’s wrestler of the
year. “Picking themupandbeingphysi-
cal with them.”
Well, that and a little bit of family

experience.
“My brother, Ryan, wrestled,” Mills

said. “He’s just two years older. But I
wanted to give it a shot andbe like him.”
So,Ross decided to givewrestling a try

in the sixth grade—at 12 years old—and
slowly began to progress from there.
He qualified for his first state tourna-

ment as a sophomore, finishing fourth in
Class 1A-4A’s 152-poundbracket.Ayear
later, Mills took fourth at 170 pounds.
And in his final season?
Mills placed second at 190pounds.He

beat Corner’s Spencer Unruh in over-
time and pinned Christopher Weaver
from the Alabama School for the Blind
before losing by decision to Ashville’s
Brady Thrash. That was after winning
the 1A-4ANorthSectional thanks to four
victories, the last of which came over—
coincidentally—Thrash via decision.
In the end, Mills was Deshler’s 10th

state finalist in the last 12 seasons,which
have resulted in five state champions and
five runners-up.
“I just listened to my coach and did

everything he taught me to do,” Mills
said. “And kept my mind on trying to
win every match. But I didn’t know I
would end up going that far. You just
never know.”
Seems like a solid strategy. Simply, but

effective.
Overall, Mills finished with a 47-4

record, according to the AHSAA. He
had top-four finishes in five other tour-
naments, too.
Not a badway to cap off a high school

career, either.
“I enjoyed it a lot and made a lot of

memories with a lot of friends,” Mills
said. “Itwas one of the best experiences
ofmy life.”
Sounds likeMills was glad he decided

to give the sport a try those years
ago.

“Yes,”Mills said. “Absolutely, with-
out question.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Deshler’s Ross Mills capped off his final season of high school wrestling with a second-place finish in the 190-pound bracket of the Class 1A-4A state
tournament. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Winter is coming
After standout season,
Ford ready to head north
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Annabelle Ford knows changes will
soon be coming.
Winters inNewYork, after all, canget

pretty cold.Snowwill also likelybemore
of a commonoccurrence than it hasbeen
in Alabama.
“I’m going to have to overhaul my

wholewardrobe,”Fordsaidwitha laugh.
“Ionlyhaveonecoat.That’s it. I’mgoing
to have to get somewarm clothing.”
So, why such renovation?
Ford will be spending quite a bit of

time inUpstateNewYork.
The TimesDaily’s girls tennis player

of the year is attending college at Cor-
nell — an Ivy League school — in Ithaca
to study psychology. (Cornell listed its
acceptance rate at a littlemore than 8%
for its incoming class.)
The school is about 50 miles from

Syracuse, 150 fromBuffalo and220 from
the Big Apple. It’s also just under 1,000
miles fromMuscleShoalsbywayofLou-
isville, Cincinnati andCleveland.
“I know it is,” Ford saidwhen toldher

future school is a little far from home.
“I’mexcitedandnervous. It’s gonnabea
little hardbecause I’mgoing tobe start-
ing from the bottom and have to meet

all thesenewpeople.Cornell has a lot of
international students.
“But that will also be fun.”
That might also be a good way to

describe Ford’s senior season.
Fordwent 22-4 inNo. 1 singles for the

Trojans, reaching thequarterfinalsof the
Class 6A state tournament. Her losses
were to the No. 1 players fromMadison
Academy andDecatur— twice each.
“It was just how flexiblemy playstyle

is,” Ford said. “Some players get stuck
on one part of their game— their fore-
handor their serveor just hitting theball
as hard as they can. I don’t really have a
strategy I apply against everyone, I kind
of wait and see howmy opponent plays
and play to their weaknesses.”
When not hitting the books at Cor-

nell, Ford said she might try her hand
at club tennis. She also isn’t opposed
to getting the chance to see some of the
Northeast likeNewYorkCity,Bostonor
Philadelphia.
Perhaps some skiing could be in her

future. If not, there’s always snow-
boarding, right? The area would seem
right for such activities. The weather
would seem right, too.
“I like snow, but I like looking at it

more than being in it,” Ford said. “But
Imight give it a try.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach
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Looking up
Early pro tournaments
‘motivated’ Minshew
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Everette Minshew knows he has the
photo somewhere on his phone.
The one featuring amuch younger—

and shorter — version of himself and
his favorite tennis player.
It’s just a matter of being able to

scroll back far enough through all the
pictures he has saved.
“I don’t think a lot of people know

(who my favorite player is), but it’s
Karen Khachanov,” Minshew said
as he continued to look, his thumb
moving at a decent pace. “He’s like
top 20 in the world.
“I went to a pro tournament up in

Cincinnati a couple of times. I saw him
warming up and I watched the whole
warmup. He was about to go out the
other side of the gate and I guess he
noticed I had been watching, and he
changed directions and gave me an
autograph. That was pretty cool.”
Minshew, now 16, isn’t exactly

sure how old he was when he met
Khachanov, but the back-to-back
TimesDaily’s boys tennis player of
the year does have his facts straight
on the pro.
Khachanov is ranked 18th in the

world. He’s won six tournaments,
including an ATP Tour finals in 2018,
a silver medal in men’s singles at the
TokyoOlympics and helped Russia win
the Davis Cup in 2021.
Not too shabby.
Minshew’s sophomore season

wasn’t too bad, either.
The Deshler standout racked up

plenty of wins and a medal of his own
along the way.
Minshewwent 22-1 in No. 1 singles,

his only loss to the top player at Mad-
ison Central, Mississippi’s top team.
He also went 22-2 in doubles.
Oh, there was the Class 4A-5A state

championshipMinshewwon by beat-
ing Jasper’s William Johnson 7-5,
6-1. It was the first individual title in
Deshler history.
“I wasn’t expecting it,” Minshew

said. “But I felt like I could have. I
knew all of my competition there and
what it would take. I felt like I had a
good shot, even if some people didn’t
see me as a favorite.”
And then, Minshew stops scroll-

ing. He’s found the photo he had been
looking for. The one with a 6-foot-6
Khachanov slightly towering over a
young kid in a white T-shirt and back-
wards hat.
“I would say going to those pro tour-

naments really motivated me,” said
Minshew, who has attending Wim-
bledon as an item on his bucket list.
“Afterwards, it just makes you want
to get better.”
And perhaps line up another cham-

pionship of his own.

David Glovach can be reached at
david.glovach@timesdaily.com or on
Twitter @DavidGlovach

Annabelle Ford will soon be attending college at Cornell, which is located in New York state. [DAN
BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Everette Minshew became the first Deshler
player to win an individual state title this
spring. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Gold rush
Armstead feels buzz after
making Hatton history
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

Eva Armstead enjoyed the spoils of a
little history.
Winning the first goldmedal inHatton

outdoor track and field history— and
winning the second and third, too—put
her in a little spotlight.
She didn’t haul out her medals for

the first day of school that followed,
but Armstead did don a state champion
T-shirt for the occasion.
“Some people were like, ‘Y’all watch

out, here’s a state champ. She’s coming
through,’” said Armstead, the Times-
Daily’s two-time girls track and field
athlete of the year.
“Somebodysaid,‘Bigdoginthehouse,’”

Armsteadsaid.“Theywere jokingaround
withme, and itwas an honor.”
Armstead’s gold-ladenhaul,with one

dose of silver, led tomore rewards.
To the victor goes some pizza stains,

too.
Her chemistry teacher,ChastaCham-

ness, hadpromised somepepperoni and
sausageandcheesegoodness.Chamness,
who is also Hatton’s athletic director,
didn’t welch on the deal.
“Wegot abunchofpizzas andate them

all,” said Armstead, who followed her
training slip with extra work.
“We went and ran it all off that

day,” she said. “We had summer track
practice.”
Armstead won Class 2A champion-

ships in the 200, 400 and long jump.
The sophomore was second in the 100
by seven-hundredths of a second, and
those seven-hundredths will drive her
for the next year.
“The gold medals are really nice,”

Armstead said. “The silver medal was
not supposed to happen. I tripped up in
the 100, so that was pretty devastating.
Overall, it was good, though.”
Still, a not-badhaul consideringArm-

steadwas dealing with ankle injuries.
Betweenvolleyball andbasketball and

track, shehurt her ankles three times this
year (twice the right ankle, once the left).

Armsteadneverwent to adoctor, fearful
of what the diagnosis might be.
“It’s still healing on its own,” she said.

“They kind of hurt on the long jump, but
it was bearable. It wasn’t too bad.”
But there is one thing for certain for

Armstead in 2025.
She won’t win any Class 2A events,

nor climb any medal stage in Cullman.

Guaranteed.
Hatton will be in 4A next year, which

means theHornets’ statemeet venuewill
be in Gulf Shores.
“We’ll be going to the beach instead

of Cullman,” Armstead said. “There’s
going to bemore competition. I’ve seen
the times, and if they’re not right there
withme, they’re aboveme.

“I’m going to have to get faster.”
However, nothing can take away 2024

or her place in Hatton history.
“It’s pretty cool to knowthatmyname

is going tobeknownprobably for forever
at Hatton,” Armstead said. “Tome, it’s
an honor to be the first. I didn’t know
about it until someone said something,
but it’s pretty cool.”

Hatton’s Eva Armstead hopes to follow her three Class 2A gold medals this year with some 4A championships in 2025. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Fluid situation
Greene motivated
after hospital kept
him from state
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

Jaquess Greene, with thoughts of
challenging for a state long jump cham-
pionship, foundhimself in a badposition
this spring.
Just in time for his Class 6A sectional,

the one where he needed to shine to
simply qualify for the championship
meet, Greene suddenly had no chance.
Hewas in the hospital.
Dehydration derailed the Muscle

Shoals junior’s hunt for a gold medal,
gave him a small vacation at the wrong
time and left himwith a burning desire
for 2025.
“I was pretty sick about it,” said

Greene, the TimesDaily’s boys track
and field athlete of the year. “I was a
little bit mad because I was going to go
for another ring.”
Greene had won the 6A champion-

ship in the long jump at the indoormeet
over thewinter, so itwasnatural for him
to year for some outdoor glory in Gulf
Shores.
But his feet never even touched the

beach, his eyes never stared at the sea.
Whenhebarelymade it off his couch, he
was headed for an emergency room.
“I was laying down, and I started

throwing up, so I went to the hospital,”
Greene said. “I couldn’t hold anything in
my stomach. It was bad.”
Greene, who was among the best in

the Shoals in four individual events and
anchoredMuscle Shoals’ 400 relay, said
he has fully recovered.
Doctors told him that his dehydration

was something that canhappen, and that
he needs to takemeasures to ward it off
in the future.
“I guess my body couldn’t take all of

it,” he said of his training. “I was in the
hospital for a couple of days. They had
to get some fluids inme.”
Greene has since taken steps to get

the fluids himself. Water is a regular

companion, along with fruit. His pref-
erence is an apple.
There are also thoughts of what he

missed this year.
“I have to come back and prove

myself,” Greene said. “I have to come
back and claimmy spot next year.”

First, Greene will take another
swing at football, where he’s a stand-
out running back. (Asked who was
meaner between football coach Scott
Basden and track coach Catrina
Smith, Greene was succinct: “Him, for
sure.”)

Maybe, Greene said, a football state
championship will foreshadow some
track gold.
“We want to go all the way,” Greene

said. “I think we’re going to be pretty
good, but we have some things to work
on.”

Muscle Shoals junior Jaquess Greene may be standing tall now, but he was hospitalized for dehydration this season, which ended his hopes for a Class
6A gold medal. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Tinkering
around
Annalee Regan still in
search of right putter
By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

MUSCLE SHOALS— Annalee Regan
has somethingof a love/hate relationship
when it comes to her putting.
On one hand, it’s what she loves to

practicemore than anything in golf.
It’s alsowhat she considers aweakness

in her already formidable and getting
even better golf game.
“I love going out and putting and

chipping all the time,” the three-time
TimesDaily girls golfer of the year said.
“I say that, but that’s probably theworst
part of my game. Probably because I do
it so much, I overthink it. I can’t just go
out there and do it freely. I am thinking
about amillion things at once.”
Regan’s sophomore season with

Muscle Shoals certainly didn’t reflect
any type of a poor performance on the
greens. She finished fourth in the Class
6A championships, shot under par six
times, including a pair of 4-under 68s,
and had eight more rounds at par or 1
over.
In search of perfection, she keeps tin-

kering, trying to find themagic formula
that leads to her getting the ball in the
holemore frequently.
She changed her grip and putter two

weeks into the season and then went
back to a former putter just a fewweeks
before the state tournament. It’s all in an
effort to find an edge on the greens.
“I went left-hand low with a com-

pletely different length and shaft two
weeks into the season,” she said. “Then,
about threeweeksbefore state, I changed
back to aputter I had in the eighth grade.
I have had three or four putters within
the last three or fourmonths.”
Her arsenal of putters includes two

blade-style putters and “three or four”
mallet-style putters. Regan admits it
might be a little much.
“It seems like every time I am on the

putting green I have a different putter,”
she said. “I need to find one and stick
with it.”

Regan fell in love with golf when she
entered the seventh grade. The game’s
challenge is what she enjoysmost.
“There’s always something you can

get better at,” she said. “Like, I can
always improve someaspect ofmygame.
Whether it is hitting one or two more
fairways and then dropping a fewmore
putts. Or get my approach shots closer
so I can have a fewmore birdie putts.”
Regan has come a longway since sev-

enth grade. She heads into her junior
season a more mature player. She said

she has learned how to grind out better
scores when she doesn’t have her best
game and is hitting the ball 20 yards
farther thanwhen shewas a freshman.
Hermental attitude on the course has

changed. Instead of being satisfied at
being around par, now she is intent on
going lower.
“If I make one or two birdies and I get

to a par 5, I’m like going for it,” she said.
“I don’t want to stop and play it safe. I
neverwant to have thatmindset of ‘OK,
we’re good.’”

That’s a departure from the past.
“I used tobe like if Iwas 2over, Iwould

just want to finish,” she said. “I was
never really thinking about going and
getting birdies, just thinking about play-
ing it safe and surviving.That’s changed
a lot.”
Combined with her talent, it’s that

mindset that should have college pro-
grams keeping a close watch as Regan
enters her junior year.
Now, if she couldonly settle on theone

putter.

Muscle Shoals’ Annalee Regan, the three-time TimesDaily player of the year, says she is still seeking ways to improve. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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‘A true
champion’
After his mom’s death,
Lawson still shines
By Gregg Dewalt
For the TimesDaily

HALEYVILLE—HudsonLawsondes-
perately wanted to play one more hole
this high school golf season.
With Lawson as its anchor, Haleyville

wasonthebrinkofcompleting thesecond
roundof theClass4Astate tournamentat
theRobertTrent JonesGolfTrail’s Fight-
ing Joe course and celebrating another
championship in front of family and
friends.
Itwasgoing tobea special celebration,

too. After all, Haleyville High School is
just 46miles from the course—almost a
homematch for the Lions— and plenty
of fans hadmade theirway to the course
towatch the final round.
Butwith the last twogroupsonthe final

hole of a tournament already shortened
to 27 holes due to the threat of severe
storms, rain and lightning began to lash
the course and play was suspended.
After an hour and with rain still falling,
officials declared the tournament com-
plete. Scores reverted to the first round
andHaleyville, with Lawson leading the
way, claimed its third straight title in less
than dramatic fashion.
Instead of celebrating on the course

withLawsonmaking the finalputt, a sub-
dued trophy celebrationwas held inside
the clubhouse. It’s not exactly what
Lawson, who claimed medalist honors
with a first-round 67, envisioned.
“All the fans and family being there,

it would have been awesome,” he said
recently. “I was dreaming for that last
hole since 18 last year after I didn’t play
very good. I was going through it in my
mind about making that last putt and
taking it all in.”
With all five players returning,

Haleyville is favored to win a fourth
straight title in 2025. Lawson said it will
be a different vibe because the tourna-
mentwillmovetoamoresouthernvenue.
“We’ll get another chance at it, but

it won’t be the same,” he said. “There
won’t be asmany people there.”

Lawson, a rising senior who compiled
a stroke average of 68.2 for the Lions
and is committed to LSU, repeats as the
TimesDaily’s boys golfer of theyear.His
strokeaveragewas four shotsbetter than
the next best player in the area— team-
mate Tyden Steele.
Lawson put together his fine season

and repeatedasplayerof theyeardespite
playing throughthepainofhaving losthis
mother, Kandi, in October after a battle
with cancer. Shewas 50.
“Golf is kindof a getaway,”he said. “It

gets me out of the house. Every day you
see your mom at your house. Every day
when Igethome, Iwalk through the front
doorandstill feel like I amgoing to seeher
there. But she’s not there, so I try to stay
out of the house asmuch as possible.”
Lawsonsaidunwavering support from

his teammates and coaches helped him
cope with the loss. It’s not surprising,
givenhowthe teamconsistently refers to

each other as brothers. Although awell-
used cliché, Haleyville’s golf team buys
into the concept.
“We depend on each other,” Lawson

said. “I needed thema lotmore than they
neededme. The team keptme busy and
were there forme.Whenmymomdied,
forabout threedays Iwasnotbymyself at
all. Thatwasagood thing.Mybest friend
(MacWilcoxson)wasat collegeatShorter
(University) about threehours away—he
drove back and I remember we had just
got home. Hewalked through the base-
ment crying and I immediately started
bawling. Little things like that— friends
and family being there for you in some
hard times.”
Haleyville golf coach JamieWhite calls

Lawson “a true champion” and said he
handledhismother’s death“like a strong
Christianman.”
“He has got one full-blooded brother,

but he has been surrounded by his golf

brothers,”White said. “When you talk
to Hudson, he’ll tell you he has always
played golf, but he’s not really playing
golf forhismom.Kandiwasalwaysapart
ofourgolf team. Itwashard towatchhim
go through that. He has done amazing.”
White praised Lawson for his leader-

ship,noting thathe is always the first one
at the course and the last to leave.
“When we are on a trip on the bus,

everybody jumps off because they want
to go grab something to eat,” he said.
“Hudson is the guy who is on the bus
walking through andmaking sure there
is no trash and sweeping the bus out.”
Lawson has another season of high

school golf before heading to LSU. He
saidhebecameabetterplayer this season
and that he knows hismom iswatching.
“I never cannot think about her. She’s

apart ofme,”he said. “I knowwhere she
is at and it’s awhole lotbetter thanwhere
we are at.”

Haleyville’s Hudson Lawson, who has committed to LSU, led the Lions to a third straight state championship this year. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Gooooals
Hargett finds right sport
for her talents in soccer
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Barklee Hargett offered up a smirk
and then a short laugh.
The Mars Hill soccer standout

was ready. The list had some length
to it.
All the sports Hargett decided to give

a shot to one time or another. And …
all the sports she decided weren’t for
her.
“I tried softball. That was really bad.

I don’t have hand-eye coordination,”
Hargett said. “I played basketball, vol-
leyball, ran cross country. I went to a
golf camp once. That was bad.
“I tried a lot of everything. The hand-

eye ones are not for me.”
An interesting analysis.
But doesn’t one need some type of

hand-eye coordination to score goals,
especially when the total is more than
30?
“Nah , ” Ha r g e t t c o r r e c t e d .

“Foot-eye.”
Tough to argue with the results or

the numbers. And there were quite a
few.
The TimesDaily’s girls soccer player

of the year scored 56 goals and notched
30 assists over the last two seasons.
That included finding the back of the
net a team-high 34 times this spring to
go along with the 15 others she assisted
on. (Although her favorite goal remains
the one she scored against SusanMoore
her sophomore season, a 30-yarder
to help the Panthers reach the Class
1A-3A state semifinals.)
“It was a lot of fun,” Hargett said

of her senior year. “But that defi-
nitely says a lot about our team. It’s
very much about a team sport and we
workedwell together. Our defense was
solid, our midfield solid and our for-
wards did a great job.”
There’s just the matter of how

Hargett got into the sport — the one
that ended up being the right one for
her and most likely caused some con-
sternation among opponents.
Hargett’s dad, Douglas, was a base-

ball standout. One brother, Hugh, was

an All-State basketball player at Mars
Hill. Another brother, Beau, is on the
Panthers golf team.
(The best athlete in the family, how-

ever, might be up for debate based on
now vs. then.)
“I just started playing, most little

kids play, and I really enjoyed it,” said
Hargett, whowill be attending Auburn
as a regular student in the fall. “… Iwas
better at soccer, so I just stuck with it. I
liked it kind of beingmy own thing, too.
They had their thing they were good at
and I had mine.”
Unfortunately for those opposing

goalkeepers. Likely a couple of defend-
ers, too. And both are likely to breathe
a bit easier next season.

David Glovach can be reached at
david.glovach@timesdaily.com or on
Twitter @DavidGlovach

Barklee Hargett found her stride, and her fair share of goals, once she started playing soccer. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Barklee Hargett was cheered more than 30 times after goals this season to the dismay of opposing
goalkeepers. [DAVID GLOVACH/TIMESDAILY]
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‘Don’t stopme now’
Muscle Shoals’
Weeks ready to
begin next challenge
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Hezekiah Weeks was momentarily
stumped.
With the now-former Muscle Shoals

standout — and the back-to-back
TimesDaily boys soccer player of the
year — heading off to college, what’s
something hewas going to need to have
for his dorm room?
“That’s a great question,” said

Weeks, who will be playing at Division
II North Greenville in South Carolina.
“I’m really going to have to think about
that one.”
It turns out, Weeks didn’t have to

think too hard. He was already in tune
with what he needed most.
“For me, I gotta have a speaker,”

Weeks said. “I’ve always got to have
music playing. I have music playing
24/7.”
An interesting mix, too.
Weeks’ musical tastes range, in part,

fromcounty—“We’re inAlabama”—to
rock ’n roll from the 1970s and onward.
“I listen to pretty much anything,”

Weeks said. “I have some random songs
I like more than others. But I do have a
couple I listen to before every game.”
Queen’s “Don’t StopMeNow” is one

of his regulars.
Weeks certainly had a good time on

the pitch, tallying 18 goals and nine
assists for the Trojans.
But as Weeks gets ready to move,

there was no question what personal
item would be coming with him. That
would be his mustache.
“I’ve grown out this baby since 10th

grade,”Weeks said proudly. “I’ve gone
and shaved it off every once in a while
for something important like scholar-
ships or meetings. I did last year for
this, and I said it wasn’t happening this
year.”
So,might the straight-stachedWeeks

have any further plans for it? Handle-
bars? A FuManchu? There are amyriad

of options.
“I like how it is.My dad says it looked

like a rat died on my face, but he had
frosted tips his senior year, so I don’t
want to hear it,” Weeks said with a
laugh. “My dad had the boy band look.”
Perhaps a Backstreet Boys orNSYNC

throwback for those old enough to
wonder. But that’s for another day.

There’s still the matter of getting
ready for a new season, one that will
begin in the fall instead of the spring.
So, eager to get the college soccer

experience started?
“Honestly, yeah,” Weeks said. “I’ve

been playing since I couldwalk. I really
hoped I would (be playing in college),
otherwise itwould have been a complete

waste of time. But I always thought I
would keep playing and I’m ready for
college soccer.”
“I’m excited tomove and get to expe-

rience a new scene, new people.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Hezekiah Weeks is looking forward to playing college soccer at North Greenville in South Carolina. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Monster
Mash

Marks, after basketball,
thrives in second sport
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

The interlude between Shila Marks’
two seasons didn’t last long.
A day after a basketball regional

championship loss, one that still stings,
Marks was pounding away some frus-
tration with a softball bat.
It normally doesn’t take long for her

to switch sports, Marks said, but this
year’s transition meant a little more.
“Any time I end a season like I did in

basketball, it always fuels me for my
next sport, which happens to be soft-
ball,” Marks said. “It fuels my drive to
play.”
Marks, after basketball’s disap-

pointing end, spent the spring on a
high-octane softball binge.
The TimesDaily’s small school player

of the year mentally lingered for a few
days, but it didn’t take long before the
junior started mashing.
“It was a hard loss. A day after bas-

ketball, I got into softball,”Marks said.
“I knew what I had to work for so we
could get to regionals. I used that to fuel
my drive for a sport I love. I think I did
a whole lot better than I have before.
“Finally.”
Marks helped lead the Lauder-

dale County girls basketball team
to the Northwest Regional champi-
onship game, but she was 2-for-15
from the field and scored nine points
in an 18-point season-ending loss to
Clements.
Eight days later, the Tigers started

their softball season.Marks scored four
runs in two wins.
When it ended 10weeks later, she had

a 1.478 OPS, was 25-for-25 on steals
and had scored 75 times in 44 games.
Lauderdale County, after missing
the North Regional when Marks was
a sophomore, won its area title and
snared a regional berth again before
finishing 29-15.
“I would say both (basketball and

softball) were actually pretty good,”
Marks said. “This was one ofmymost-
fun years. It wasmy teammates. There
was a different chemistry becausewe’re
together now.
“It’s more whowe all grew upwith.”
Marks said she is already preparing

and excited over her senior year with
camps and some travel ball. No, shewill
not branch out into a third sport to fill
the early part of her fall semester.
“I thought about playing volleyball

before, but I didn’t want it to get in
the way of my College GameDay Sat-
urdays,” Marks said. “I love watching
football.”
Basketball and softball have her play-

ing devotion.
“Basketball was a great year.We lost

in the regionals, but we’re hopefully
coming back next year and winning
the state tournament,” Marks said.
“In softball, it was a great year, too.
Wemade it to regionals also, and hope-
fully we’ll get to state tournament next
year.”
Marks has already cemented her

status as Lauderdale County’s top
hitter and basketball shooter. Sorry,
baseball Tigers.
“I didn’t say it,”Marks said. “That’s

all I have to say. I didn’t say it.”

Lauderdale County’s Shila Marks made a quick transition from an All-State basketball season to be a major softball star for the Tigers. [PHOTOS BY DAN

BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Shila Marks found her way home 75 times in 44 games this spring for Lauderdale County.
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Hotty
Toddy?
Brooks’ Herndon ready
for next step at Ole Miss
By A. Stacy Long
Sports Writer

Abby Herndon makes a few slight
changes, a wee bit of amending, when
she cuts loose with her school-to-be’s
traditional fan chant.
The Brooks pitcher/slugger has defi-

nitely learned all the words for Ole
Miss’ famed cheer. She’s just not ready
to regale any audience with the full,
unadulterated version.
At least quite yet.
Someof the salty language—albeit just

of a table-salt variety—won’t cross her
lips.
“HottyToddy,Goshalmighty,who the

heckarewe?Hey,” says theTimesDaily’s
large school softball player of the year,
pausing for an instant just before each
of her edits.
“Flim flam, bim, bam. Ole Miss,

bydang.”
Herndon signed with Ole Miss in

November and has long developed an
affinity for the Rebels, blue language or
not.
The cheer was not something that

needed a great amount of study. Amere
single weekend trip to campus, and
Herndon had it down (close to) pat.
“One football game,” she said. “They

chant it a lot.”
Herndon is set to report to campus in

mid-August, and her new teammates
will helphermove in.At that point, she’ll
stroll across The Grove as a student and
start adjusting.
“I’m starting to get nervous, but not

about softball,”Herndon said. “I’mner-
vous about college life and everything.”
Herndon is well supplied as far as Ole

Miss attire, and that’s before the school-
provided swag she’ll collect when she
gets to campus.
“Over the last twoyears, I have a lot of

stuff,”Herndon said. “Tonsof shirts and
sweatshirts. I even have a pair of shoes.

I’ll probably be really decked outwhen I
get the gear when I get there.”
As far as cowbells, she has developed

an antipathy. For some reason.
“It’s not a good sound. They’re kind

of annoying, especially when I’m on the
field,”Herndon said, predictingher dis-
taste would likely grow.
“Especially since our rival is Missis-

sippi State. They’re the cowbell school.”
Herndonplans tomajor in accounting,

citing her love for “numbers andmath,”
which is anoddcoincidence for someone
whopiled up such big numbers this year
at Brooks.
At theplate, shehit ameasly .642with

13 home runs and68RBIs in 109 at-bats.
Throwing to theplate, shehada 1.10ERA
witha .152 averageagainst in 146 innings.
Herndonhelped lead theLions to aClass
4A runner-up finish.
“I think ERA is the biggest one I look

at,” Herndon said. “With how many
innings I pitch, I like to see that number
low.”

Abby Herndon will soon discard her Brooks orange for some Ole Miss red and blue. [PHOTOS BY DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]

Abby Herndon was in the middle of a lot of Brooks’ success this season.
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Miles
ahead
Edwards made life
difficult for opponents
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

MilesEdwards admittedhis game isn’t
in the best shape at themoment.
Errant hits, misdirected balls, tough

bounces, some bad breaks.
All things that can certainly lead to a

little bit of frustrationmost days.
“Let’s just say I’mnot thebest golfer,”

Edwards said with a smirk. “More like,
instead of TigerWoods, I’mTiger in the
Woods. I playmoreout of the rough than
the fairway.”
Edwards, of course, might only head

to the golf course every now and then.
After all, theTimesDaily’s small school

baseball player of the year — for the
second straight season — didn’t have a
whole lot of free time during the spring.
TheLauderdaleCounty standout spent

his senior season frustrating opponents
in amyriad of ways.
Edwardshit .486, drove in 30 runs and

scored 30 times in 31 games. He slugged
.651 and had a .541 on-base percentage.
On the mound, he compiled a 6-1

record with a 1.60 ERA and a .142 aver-
age against in 57 innings. He struck out
78 andwalked 29.
Oh, and Edwards happened to be

named the Class 3A player of the year
last week by the Alabama SportsWrit-
ers Association — again for the second
straight year.OnSunday, hewasnamed
to the ASWA’s Super All-State team.
“It’s bittersweet,” Edwards said of

playinghis final high school season. “I’m
looking forward to college baseball and
thenext challenge, but high school base-
ball will always be special to me. That’s
where your closest friends are made. I
grew upwith those guys.”
Edwards is signed to play baseball at

Wallace State-Hanceville.

So,will it be hitting?Maybe, pitching?
“Hopefully it’sboth,”Edwards said. “I

was told Iwouldgetashot in the field,but
I’mmainlygoing forpitching.But Ihope I
getashot in the fieldbecause I likehitting.
I’mnot ready to give it up just yet.
“Hitting is my favorite part. I like a

challenge.”

And that might be what Edwards is
eager for the most. Something a little
different to test his skills against.
“Just that competitiveness,” Edwards

said. “You got however many guys on
the roster and everyone has to compete
to play and then you’re playing a team
with another however many guys that

are wanting to compete and play.
“I’mexcited. I’mlooking forwardto it.”
Those golf improvements, it seems,

will likely have to wait.

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Miles Edwards racked up plenty of baseball accolades during his final season at Lauderdale County. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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Ace of base
Chatterton may have
choice to make and
he’s OK with that
By David Glovach
Sports Writer

Christian Chatterton had his reasons.
Nothing too crazy. It’s just that some-

thing a little differentwas in order.
So, theBrooks standout decided adif-

ferent hairstyle was theway to go.
“I’m going shorter on the sides and I

haven’t really touched the back,” Chat-
terton said.
It’ll certainly be a busy offseason for

the TimesDaily’s large school baseball
playerof theyear.Healreadyhas a rather
full summer schedule lined up.
And well … might as well look your

best.
Chatterton had been invited to throw

in front of “a few MLB teams” ahead
of July’s draft. He’s also set to move to
Auburn—wherehe’ll possiblyplaybase-
ball — on June 24.
“Obviously, I have some nerves with

it, but not too much,” Chatterton said
of the throwing sessions. “I’ve put in
the work because in mymind, no one’s
outworkingme. If that’s the case in my
mind, then there’s no real reason to be
nervous about it.”
Chatterton’s numbers during his final

season with the Lions would certainly
back that up.
At the plate, Chatterton slugged .720

and finishedwitha .556on-basepercent-
age in 26 games. He scored 24 times and
had 20 RBIs.
But it was on the mound Chatterton

was at his best.Hewent6-1with an0.95
ERA and 88 strikeouts in 441/3 innings.
Chatterton was named the Class 4A

player of the year by theAlabamaSports
Writers Association last week and was
named to the Super All-State team on
Sunday.
Then there’s the draft evaluations.
Chatterton was listed as the 94th

prospect by The Athletic’s Keith Law in
May.He’s the 283rdprospect, according
to Future Stars Series and the 18th best
prep prospect by Prospects Live.

“Growingup,mydreamwas toplay in
theMLBand tobeaprofessional baseball
player,” Chatterton said. “At the same
time, Auburn could be a step towards
that. I look at it as a win-win situation,
either way. I have a set number I’d want
to get if I’m drafted and if I don’t get it,
I’m happy to go to college.”
And shouldhehead toAuburn, there’s

just thematter of what he’d need for his
dorm room.

So, what’s themust-have?
“I haveone. It’s unrealistic,”Chatter-

tonsaid. “Ihavea little saunaatmyhouse
and I’m trying to convincemyparents to
letme bring it. I just don’t know if that’s
going to happen and howwe’d get that
in the dorm.”
Hey,where there’s awill, there’s away.
But whatever ends up happening, it’ll

certainly be something to remember.
“I thinkwe’re all excited,”Chatterton

said. “I know for my dad, I’m kind of
living out his dream. He played baseball
at Liberty University. He never played
pro ball, so seeing me hopefully have a
chance to do that, is making him very
happy.Mymomhas been great. I have a
good support system behindme.”

David Glovach can be reached at david.
glovach@timesdaily.com or on Twitter
@DavidGlovach

Christian Chatterton will see what level he’ll compete at next after having little trouble against high school competition. [DAN BUSEY/TIMESDAILY]
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CONGRATULATIONS to the

Congratulations to these Great
Athletes for a Job Well Done!
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