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BIGGER

• FAMILY-LIKE CULTURE
Forge deep bonds with teammmates,
celebrate wins, and put safetyy first.

• FREEDOM
Define your own future with thhe
freedom to activate your ideass.

• STABILITY
Build a strong, lifelong career
that can grow as we do.
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Career Opportunities in Decatur
Interested in working for a Decatur company that actively contributes to the
well-being of our community? Visit ab4.us/DecaturCareers for a list of current
job openings at Daikin America Inc.’s Decatur facility.

Scan the QR code to learn more

To learn more about the many ways Daikin in Decatur is actively engaged in our community, visit DaikinAlabama.com

Daikin America, Inc. is an Equal Employment Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer.
We are committed to equal opportunity for all persons.
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THERE’S GONNA BE FIREWORKS

Celebrate Independence Day
with a bang in north Alabama
By Catherine Godbey
Staff Writer

Get ready tocelebrateAmerica’s 248th
year of independence with fireworks,
patrioticmusicandquintessentialFourth
of July food.
Here areways to celebrate the holiday

in the TennesseeValley.

FIREWORKS
Spirit of America
When: Thursday, 9 p.m.
Where: PointMallard Park
Cost: Free
Best place to watch: For an uninter-

ruptedviewof the15-minuteshow,watch
from the Spirit of America field, other
open fields at PointMallardPark or from
thewatersofFlintCreekandtheTennes-
seeRiver. Ifwatching fromthepark,make
sure to bring a blanket or chairs.
To know: Parking is free.

Red, White & Boom
When: Thursday, 8 p.m.
Where: AthensHigh School stadium
Cost: Free
Best place to watch: Central Church

of Christ, 320OldU.S. 31 North; Athens
Middle School; Athens High School;
Athens SportsPlex, 1403 U.S. 31; and
SwanCreek Park, 98U.S. 31. Organizers
advised spectators to arrive 30minutes
early in order to find a parking space and
to bring a chair or blanket.
To know: Beginning at 6 p.m., Central

Church of Christ will hand out ham-
burgers, hot dogs, chips, canned drinks,
bottledwaters and desserts for free.

Festivities at Toyota Field
When:RocketCityTrashPandasgame

and fireworks
Where: Toyota Field inMadison
Cost for July4game:Tickets start at $9
Toknow:TheRocketCityTrashPandas

will host a game against the Birmingham
Barons onThursday.Gateswill open at 5
p.m. and the gamewill start at 6:35. The
night will end with a special patriotic-
themed fireworks display.

Bay Village Fireworks
When: Saturday, sunset

Where:Lucy’sBarge,6049BayVillage
Drive, Athens.
Cost: Free
Toknow:TheninthannualBayVillage

Fireworks Show in Limestone County
will be Saturday at sunset, weather per-
mitting. The 20-minute show will be
viewable from Lucy’s Barge, or from a
boat on the Tennessee River.

Elk River Boat Party
When: Saturday, 3 p.m.
Where: Elk River, from the Lee-Hi

Bridge, travel north. Anderson Creek
will be on the left. The party site will be
on the right.
Cost: Free
To know: Come early to grab a prime

spot.Approximately3,500people attend
the 300-boat event each year, co-orga-
nizer Bridgett Jackson said. Music from
country group Sipsey River will kick off
at 3p.m.TheAlabamaMarinePolice and
a rescue squad will be in attendance to
ensure everyone’s safety.While theboat

partywill notorganize a fireworks show,
various homes on the river will shoot off
displays viewable from the party.

Independence Day Celebration
When: Thursday
Where:MidCityDistrict inHuntsville
Cost: Free
To know:MidCity District’s Indepen-

denceDayCelebrationwill featuremusic,
fireworks, amullet andmustachecontest
andmore.The funwill begin at noonand
end at 11 p.m.

Fireworks and Music Festival
When: July 4, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Where: Smith Lake Park inCullman
Cost: Free admission
To know: Spend the day at Smith Lake

Park for theFireworksFestival,whichwill
featurearts andcrafts, games,music and
fireworks.

—cgodbey@decaturdaily.com or
256-340-2441.

SAFETY FIRST

Take care
if shooting
off personal
fireworks
If you plan to use personal fire-

works to celebrate July 4, follow these
guidelines from TNT Fireworks and
the National Council on Fireworks
Safety:
• Pick a dry, flat surface such as

concrete, dirt or pavement that is
away from structures and vegetation,
and is free of debris.
• Have a sober adult handle your

display.
• Never give fireworks to young

children.
•Never use fireworks with alcohol

or drug consumption.
• Have a working hose and/or

bucket of water nearby in case of
emergencies.
• Never carry a firework in your

pocket or hold a lit firework in your
hand.
• Never shoot fireworks from a

metal or glass container.
•Keep spectators at a safe distance

and never aim or throw fireworks at
another person.
•Never place any part of your body

directly over a firework— evenwhen
lighting.
•Light only one firework at a time

and then quickly move away.
•Never approach or try to re-ignite

a firework that doesn’t light the first
time.Wait 20 minutes and then soak
it in a bucket of water.
• Soak your used fireworks in a

metal bucket overnight and outside
away from anything flammable.
•Wear safety glasses when shoot-

ing fireworks.
• Know your local laws, and only

use fireworks that are approvedwhere
you live. Local fire departments can
provide information about what is
legal in your community.
• Do not experiment with home-

made fireworks.
• Know your fireworks; read the

cautionary labels and performance
descriptions before igniting.

Fireworks above Point Mallard Park provide a colorful and noisy ending to the 2023 Spirit of
America Festival on the 4th of July. [JERONIMO NISA/DECATUR DAILY/FILE]
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Hexcel CCCorporation
3300 Mallard Fox Drrr NW, Decatur, AL 35601

www.hexcccel.com/careers

July Fourth-themed recipes:
Create red, white and blue treats
With colorful summer fruit and a little

creativity,youcanprepareholiday-themed
dishes for Fourth of July get-togethers.
Several recipes follow.

Flag Cake
Recipe byAliciaCarpenter
1 boxof yelloworwhite cakemix
2 containers ofCoolWhip
1packageblueberries
1packageofstrawberries;cuttheminhalf
Followdirectionsoncakebox.Aftercake

cools,spreadCoolWhipovercaketop.Use
halved strawberries for stripes and place
blueberries in top left corner of cake.

Magic Cookie Bars
Recipe byConnie Pearson
(Tryyourbesttofindred,white,andblue

M&M’s.)
½cupof saltedbutter,melted
1½cupsof grahamcracker crumbs
1 canof sweetenedcondensedmilk
1 cupof chocolate chips
½cupof quick cookoats
1 cupwhite chocolate chips
1 cup red,white andblueM&M’s

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Combine
melted butter and grahamcracker crumbs
in a bowl until crumbly thenpress into the
bottomof a parchment-lined9×13 baking
dish.Poursweetenedcondensedmilkover
the graham cracker layer. Sprinkle with
oats, chocolate chips, white chocolate
chips, andM&M’s.Bakeat 350degrees for
around 25-30minutes. Let cool then cut
into serving squares.

Strawberry Blueberry No-Bake Trifle
Recipe byConnie Pearson
1whole angel food cake cut or torn into

1-inch cubes
1 lb. fresh strawberries, stemmed and

sliced
1 lb. freshblueberries
Lemonsyrup:
¼cupwater
2Tbsp. sugar
2Tbsp. lemon juice
Mix these 3 ingredients together until

dissolved and set aside.
Filling:
28-oz.blocksofcreamcheese, softened
¾cupsugar

2 cupheavywhipping cream
½tsp. vanilla
For the filling, beat cream cheese and

sugar together with a mixer. While the
mixer is on, gradually add the whipping

creamandbeatuntil fluffy.Addvanillaand
beat a fewsecondsmore.
To assemble, use a 4- to 5-quart trifle

SEE RECIPES, G6

Alicia Carpenter and her grandchildren make a simple yellow flag cake topped with whipped cream
and berries for her family’s annual Fourth of July celebration. [COURTESY PHOTO]
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dish or a 9x13 casserole dish. Start by lay-
ering a third of the cubed angel food cake.
Brush 1/3 of the syrup on top of the cake.
Add1/3 of the creammixture. Add half of
the sliced strawberries, second third of
the cake, second third of the syrup,1/3 of
the creammixture, half of the blueberries,
remainingcakecubes,remainingsyrup,and
remainingcreammixture.Decoratethetop
with the rest of the blueberries and straw-
berries. Refrigerateuntil serving time.
Formore recipes fromConnie Pearson

visit her blog at theregoesconnie.com.

Red, White and Blue Celebration Salad
Recipe byLindaGassenheimer
2 cupswatermeloncubes
6cups saladgreens
2 cups arugula
2 cupsblueberries
10ounces rotisserie chickenbreast, skin

andbonesremoved(about2½cupscubed)
¼cuppistachios
For citrusdressing
2 tablespoons lime juice
2 teaspoonsDijonmustard
2 tablespoons canola oil
Cutwatermelon into 1-inch cubes. Add

salad greens and arugula to a large bowl.
Add the watermelon, blueberries and
chicken.
Mix the lime juice and Dijon mustard

together ina small bowluntil smooth.Add
1 tablespoon oil and mix the ingredients
together until smooth. Add the second
tablespoonofoilandmixuntilsmooth.Add
thedressingtothesaladbowlandtosswell.
Dividethesaladbetweentwodinnerplates
and sprinkle thepistachios on top.
Yield 2 servings.
Per serving: 581 calories (42% from fat),

26.9gfat (3gsaturated,13.7gmonounsat-
urated), 126mgcholesterol,46.1gprotein,
43.8 g carbohydrates, 9.5 g fiber, 156mg
sodium.

Open-Face Tart
Recipe byGingerCoble
1 frozenpuffpastry (myfavorite isPublix

Greenwisebrandbecauseitusesrealbutter)
1 container of mascarpone (room

temperature)
¼cuppowdered sugar
1 teaspoonvanilla
1 jar of pie filling or jam of your choice

(Gus&Grey’spie fillings aremygo-toand
canbefoundatTheCupboardindowntown
Decatur)
Freshberries of your choice
Heavywhipping cream

Preheat oven to 400degrees. Thawand
roll out puff pastry into the shape of your
dish.Placethepastry indishandpokeholes
in itwithafork.Mixthemascarpone,pow-
deredsugar,andvanillaandsprinkleontop
of the pastry. Spread the pie filling or jam
on top and place in oven for 25 minutes.
Whipheavywhippingcreamuntil fluffyand
spread on top of the cooled pastry. Place
berries on top (if youwant to get fancy).

Fruit Tea
Recipe byGeraldineCouch
6-quart size teabags
2 cups sugar
2 cupsorange juice
2/3 cup lemon juice
1 cuppineapple juice
Boil the tea bags in 2 quarts of water.

Cover and let sit for fiveminutes.Dissolve
the sugar in 2 cups of water. Heat until
water and sugar boils. Add juice to gallon
jug. Add tea and sugarwater then fill with
coldwater until the gallon jug is full.

Homemade Milky Way
Chocolate Ice Cream
Recipe byDiannaSmith
6 (1¾-ounce)MilkyWay bars cut into

pieces
1 (14-ounce) can sweetened condensed

milk (low-sugar and fat is fine)

1 (5.5-ounce) can Hershey’s chocolate
syrup
About 3quartsmilk (skim is fine)
Combine candy and sweet, condensed

milk in large saucepan over lowheat, stir-
ringuntilmelted.Cool,add1quartmilkand
Hershey’s syrup and slowly stir together.
Pour into icecreamfreezerandaddmilk to
fill line. Freeze andenjoy.

Darrell’s 5th of July
Chocolate Birthday Cake
Recipe byDiannaSmith
Cake
1 boxof chocolate cakemix
Filling
1½cups coldmilk
1 packageDreamWhip
1packagevanilla instant pudding
1 small canof coconut
Frosting
1½cups coldmilk
1 packageDreamWhip
1package chocolate instant pudding
Bake chocolate cake according to box

directions. Freeze and then cut into four
layers.Whip first three filling ingredients
till thick, add small can coconut. Whip
frosting ingredients until thick. Alternate
cake layers with filling layers. Frost top
andsideswithchocolatemixture.Chilland
serve thinly sliced.

RECIPES
From Page G5
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SPIRIT OF AMERICA FESTIVAL

Fireworks, car show, hot dog competition on tap
By Wes Tomlinson
Staff Writer

The 57th Spirit of America Festival
on Thursday, the Fourth of July, will
have an impressive fireworks display,
over 3 acres of inflatables for kids, a hot
dog competition, and a total of about
100 food and arts and crafts vendors,
including 25 food trucks.
Officials say the festival will be a

massive upgrade from recent years.
“During COVID-19, you couldn’t

have so many activities for a couple
of years and it just got down to the
fireworks,” said Kenneth Shelton,
a member of the festival’s steering
committee. “There was no musical
entertainment for a couple of years and
just two or three food trucks andmaybe
a handful of vendors and no children’s
activities.”
Decatur real estate agent Chase

Grishamof TheGrishamGroup decided
to change that this year after the city
reached out to him about being the fes-
tival organizer.
“My passion is to bring the commu-

nity together to have a good time and
celebrate each other,” Grisham said.
“This event just carries a rich history
and nostalgia for me.”
Grisham said the hot dog contest will

be for ages 10 and up and will begin
around 3:30 p.m. and the festival will
also feature a cornhole competition,
a popular lawn game where partici-
pants toss bean bags into the hole of
two raised, angled boards.
“People will be able to sign up the day

of and we may do registration before-
hand,” Grisham said of the hot dog
competition. “We’ll have prizes and
trophies.”
Grisham said there will also be a

“mini” hot dog contest for children.
A car show will be hosted by Lynn

Layton Chevrolet with over 100 cars on
exhibit. Brock Suggs, co-chair of the
festival committee, said they reached
out to several local vehicle clubs and
got many responses.
“We reached out to Lynn Layton first

because they are the first dealership
you think of when you think of Deca-
tur,” Suggs said. “They were happy to
sponsor and to headline it. We went
from there and reached out to car clubs

Last year’s Spirit of America car show, shown here, will be significantly expanded this year. [COURTESY PHOTO]

Participants in the golf cart parade line up before riding in front of the judges during the 2022 Spirit of America Festival at Point Mallard Campground.
[JERONIMO NISA/DECATUR DAILY/FILE]SEE ACTIVITIES, G8
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and Jeep clubs in order to interest them
and get them to come.”
Suggs said there will be a mixture of

new and vintage cars, Jeeps, trucks and
“a big mix of just about everything.”
The car show is free for attendees but

there is a $25 fee for participants.
“Depending on the weather, we’re

going to allow day-of registration and
then we’ll cut it off at the gate,” Suggs
said. “If we fill up before the day of
the event, we’ll make a Facebook post
about that.”
Suggs said prizes will be awarded

to participants for Best in Show and
People’s Choice and they may open a
separate category for Jeeps because
of the large number of Jeep clubs that
responded to the event.
“We’re working on getting some

prizes donated for random draws,”
Suggs said. “Everyone that is regis-
tered will have a ticket and we’ll draw
for random prizes throughout the
car show. It depends on the registra-
tion amount on how much we’ll be
able to give away for the car awards.
The prizes will come from that entry
fee.”

Fireworks
Adamsville-based Pyro Shows will

take over the fireworks show again this
year and will begin at 9 p.m. with 15
minutes full of large and colorful three-
dimensional shapes blasting through
the night sky.
“We’re shooting 6-inch shells and

they’ll rise approximately 600 feet
and burst with a radius of 750 feet,”
said Lynn Broad, a pyrotechnician
with Pyro Shows. “We’ve got sev-
eral new three-dimensional shapes.
The standard hearts and happy faces
are there, but there are some new
shapes like butterflies and some other
devices.”
Shelton said he expects the fire-

works show to be one of the largest in
Alabama on July 4. Grisham said his
budget for the entire festival this year
was $110,000.
“I know the budget we had when I

was on the board in 2016 and 2017, we
had about $1,200 to $1,300 allocated
for the fireworks display alone and
I’m sure (Grisham) can top that with
his overall working budget this year,”
Shelton said.
Grisham said the awards ceremony

and popular beauty pageant, which

have not taken place for several years,
will be missing again this year.He and
his team are working to revive the pag-
eant for next year’s festival.
“Everybody talks to us about the

pageant, but we just didn’t have time
to put that on with the time frame that
we were given,” Grisham said. “We’re
going to try our best to see what that
looks like in terms of bringing it back
next year. I can’t make any promises
though.”

—wesley.tomlinson@decaturdaily.
com or 256-340-2442.

ACTIVITIES
From Page G7

Yoselin Hernandez rides a shark in Point Mallard’s wave pool on Independence Day last year. [PHOTOS BY JERONIMO NISA/DECATUR DAILY/FILE]

Izzy tries to stay cool in the shade at Point Mallard Campground as she rides during the golf cart
parade during the 2022 Spirit of America Festival.

2024 Spirit of
America schedule
Performances:
1:30 p.m.: Ally Free
3:30 p.m.: The Roads Below
5:30 p.m.: Frankie Ballard
7:30 p.m.: Easton Corbin
Gates open at 1 p.m. DJ J-Dawg to perform in

between other entertainers.

Events:
Lynn Layton Car Show: 1-4 p.m.
Touch-a-truck: 1 p.m.
Hot dog competition: 3:30 p.m.
Fireworks show: 9 p.m.
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2105 Beltline Rd SW,Decatur
256-353-1620

www.sheltonfuneralhome.net

Trusted by Families Since 1972

NEW VETERAN MEMORY GARDEN

Happy Safe 4th of July

AMERICAN MEMORIES

Locals remember historical events
By Wes Tomlinson
Staff Writer

Localresidentswereaskedwhatsignifi-
cant historical event inAmerican history
has impacted them themost during their
life,andtheyrepliedwitheventsspanning
over the last 50 years, including the Sep-
tember 11 attacks in 2001 and the election
ofPresidentBarackObama in 2008.

Chase Grisham, 31,
Decatur: Forme, itwould
have to be 9/11. I believe I
was in the first or second
grade and that’s the first
timeI’vereallyseenadults,
likemyteachers, just sob-
bing. In the early 2000s,

people held their emotionsmore, so Iwas
kindofconfusedbecauseeveryonewasso
sad. Itwasoneofthefirstbigeye-openers
thatthere is toterrorismandthatthereare
bad people out there. So that definitely
impactedmea lot.
DonHurth, 66, Decatur:Tome, itwas

the election of BarackObama.Thatwas a
wholefamilyexperienceforus. Iwasatmy
houseduringelectionnightandIhadallmy

kids come over to see this
onTV.We’vealwaysbeen
voters, but that time we
had high hopes for some-
thing thatwas historically
phenomenal, where we
couldcometoanerawhere
wehad aBlack person as a

president.We came froma generation of
“We Shall Overcome,” and now we’re
finallyat thispositionthatObamausedas
his slogan, “Yes,WeCan.”

Kenneth Shelton, 58,
Decatur: I remember
seeingPresidentReaganas
akidat theSpiritofAmer-
ica festival. Just seeing a
sitting president like that
had a lasting impression
onme. I realized then the

impact of him being willing to come to
Decatur, Alabama,while in office. I knew
that had a lot of significance and it had a
big impact onme andmost people here.
(Reagan) alluded toDecatur two or three
timesduringhis speech.
Chuck Flanagan, 52, Athens: It was

9/11 for me. I was getting breakfast at a

place and I saw it on TV
and didn’t even think
it was real. Just the fear
that comes over youwith
the unknown, that was it
for me.When the second
(plane) hit, I saw it on
my TV when I got home.

That’swhen it really sank in. Ididn’t even
eatmybreakfast.
Jamar Echols, 21, Decatur: I would

say the historical national event that’s
impactedmeandmy family themostwas

the Great Migration in
the 1970s. You saw a lot
of Black families from the
South move up North to
find work, so a lot of my
family was split between
ChicagoandDecatur,Ala-
bama.Thatwasaprettybig

eventformyfamilybecauseweweretrying
to find economic growth in this country.

—wesley.tomlinson@decaturdaily.com
or 256-340-2442.

Siblings Keelan, left, and Kelsi Williams walk through the smoke of a grill as they spend the Fourth
of July with their family at Point Mallard last year. [JERONIMO NISA/DECATUR DAILY/FILE]

Grisham

Hurth

Shelton

Flanagan Echols
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We hope you have a safe and happy 4th of July!

SPIRIT ENTERTAINMENT

National country
music acts to perform
By Wes Tomlinson
Staff Writer

Nationallyrenownedcountrymusicart-
istsandothermusicalactswillbeonstage
all day at the 2024Spirit of America Fes-
tival playing their hit singles, andwith all
theactivitiesandvendors,officialssaythe
festival thisyearwillbemuchliketheones
hostedduringtheheydayof thefestival in
years past.
Decatur realtorChaseGrisham, owner

of The GrishamGroup, agreed to be the
festival organizer this year.He saidoneof
the biggest features of the festivalwill be
the live performances of country music
stars Frankie Ballard and Easton Corbin
aswell asHuntsville singerAlly Free and
Nashville countrymusic bandTheRoads
Below.
Grishamsaid that real estate agent Jea-

nette McWhorter was instrumental in
connecting him to music promoters to
bookBallard andCorbin.
“The hard partwaswe only had two to

threemonthstoreallypull itoff,”Grisham
said. “We kind of put it together last
minute,sowereallypushedhardtogetthe
bestartists inthetimeframethatwehad.”
Grisham said there is no cover charge

for the concert and festival, but hewill be
selling VIP tickets and meet-and-greet
passes. VIP tickets are $60, meet-and-
greet passes for Frankie Ballard are $125
each and themeet-and-greet passes for
EastonCorbin are $165 each.
Grishamsaid tickets andpassesmaybe

purchased through the Spirit of America
Facebookpageor inpersonatTheGrisham

Group,LLC, locatedat2355DanvilleRoad
S.W. in theold fire stationNo. 5 building.
“Werecommendeveryonebringachair

or ablanket,”Grishamsaid. “Peoplepur-
chasing VIP tickets will be guaranteed
front row essentially, within a couple of
feetof theartist.Therewill alsobea large,
tentedarea for themwithcomplimentary
Pepsi products.”
Grisham said therewill also be several

cooling tents set up throughout the Spirit
ofAmerica fieldwith coolingmist fans.
DecaturresidentKennethShelton,58, is

amemberoftheSpiritofAmericacommit-
teeandsaidhehopestoworkwithGrisham
to rejuvenate the festival that he knew in
his youth.
“I remember when President Reagan

camehere in the 1980swhen Iwas akid,”
Shelton said. “We’vehada long list ofTV
celebrities, politicians and famousmusi-
cianswhohaveplayedat the festival.”
Shelton said countrymusic singerTom

T. Hall performed in the 1970s and The
Man inBlack even showedup.
“Johnny Cash was awarded the Audie

MurphyAward in 1972,”Shelton said.
Shelton said country music singer

MartinaMcBride performed at the Spirit
of America Festival in 1993, singing her
platinum-selling song “Independence
Day” for oneof the first times.
“I interviewed her for my publication

inNashville last year,”Shelton said. “She
said she rememberedperforminghere.”
Shelton said he appreciates Grisham’s

willingness to direct the festival this year
because of the festival’s decline over the
last decade.

“It’ssortofdiminishedandCOVIDsort
ofcontributedtothat,”Sheltonsaidofthe
festival. “His goal is to bring it back to its
prominence that it once held. I remem-
berwhen Iwasakid,wehadmanypeople
come in from out of state and attend the
festival regularly and that’s what I want
to see again.”
The musical performances will begin

at 1:30 p.m. with Ally Free opening and
Easton Corbin’s performance will con-
cludeat9p.m.beforethefireworksshow.
Gateswill openat 1 p.m.
Hailing from Michigan, Ballard first

rose to prominence afterwinningKenny
Chesney’s Next Big Star competition in
2008.In2010,hereleasedhisdebutsingle,
“TellMeYouGet Lonely,”which peaked
atNo.33on theU.S.BillboardHotCoun-
trySongs charts in 2011. Ballard signed to
WarnerBros.Recordsin2013andrecorded
his second album, “Sunshine andWhis-
key”andreleasedthreeNo. 1 singles from
thatalbum:“HelluvaLife, “Sunshineand

Whiskey,”and“YoungandCrazy.”Oneof
those singleswent gold andanotherwent
platinum.
Florida-basedartistCorbinreleasedhis

freshman,self-titledalbumin2010andthe
album’s first two singles, “A LittleMore
CountryThanThat,” and “RollWith It,”
reached No. 1 on the U.S. Billboard Hot
CountrySongschartsandbothwentplati-
num.The albumeventuallywas certified
as a gold record. He won three awards
fromtheAmericanCountryMusicAwards
in 2010 including new/breakthrough
artist of the year, single by a new/break-
through artist for “ALittleMoreCountry
Than That,” andmusic video by a new/
breakthrough artist for “A Little More
Country ThanThat.”Since then, Corbin
hasreleased11moresinglesfromthreedif-
ferentalbums,withtwoofthesongsgoing
platinumand twoof themgoinggold.

—wesley.tomlinson@decaturdaily.com
or 256-340-2442.

Frankie Ballard performs during the Still The Same 2018 Tour at the Infinite Energy Center on Aug.
3, 2018, in Atlanta. Ballard is scheduled to perform at this year’s Spirit of America Festival. [PHOTO
BY ROBB COHEN/INVISION/AP]



DecaturDaily | Wednesday, July 3, 2024 G11

59
96
99
-1

HHHHAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRTTTTTTTTSSSSEEEELLLLLLLLEEEE
and Cullman locations

Follow us on Facebook

$5 Off5 Off
with this ad!

599843-1

Unique floral designs for every occasion

405 W Main Street, Hartselle, AL 35640
(256) 778-3094 www.itsyourdayfloral.com

Follow us on Facebook

Inspired by the unique and the beautiful,
It’s Your Day can design and craft
your vision no matter the occasion

BEAUTIFUL
FLOWERS
FOR LIFETIME
MEMORIES

FREDRICK DOUGLASS

‘What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?’ (excerpts)
Born into slavery in Maryland,

Frederick Douglass escaped to become
one of the leading abolitionists of
the 19th century and a much-in-
demand orator. Douglass gave this
speech on the meaning of the Fourth
of July and the U.S. Constitution in
1852:

Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow
me to ask, why am I called upon to
speak here today? What have I, or
those I represent, to do with your
national independence? Are the great
principles of political freedom and of
natural justice, embodied in that Dec-
laration of Independence, extended to
us? and am I, therefore, called upon
to bring our humble offering to the
national altar, and to confess the
benefits and express devout gratitude
for the blessings resulting from your
independence to us?
Would to God, both for your sakes

and ours, that an affirmative answer
could be truthfully returned to these
questions! Then would my task be

light, andmy burden easy and delight-
ful. For who is there so cold, that a
nation’s sympathy could not warm
him? Who so obdurate and dead to
the claims of gratitude, that would
not thankfully acknowledge such
priceless benefits? Who so stolid and
selfish, that would not give his voice
to swell the hallelujahs of a nation’s
jubilee, when the chains of servitude
had been torn from his limbs? I am not
that man. ...

Fe l low-ci t izens ; above your
national, tumultuous joy, I hear the
mournful wail of millions! whose
chains, heavy and grievous yester-
day, are, to-day, rendered more
intolerable by the jubilee shouts that
reach them. If I do forget, if I do not
faithfully remember those bleeding
children of sorrow this day, “may
my right hand forget her cunning,
and may my tongue cleave to the roof
of my mouth!” To forget them, to
pass lightly over their wrongs, and
to chime in with the popular theme,
would be treason most scandalous
and shocking, and would make me a
reproach before God and the world.
My subject, then fellow-citizens, is
American slavery. I shall see, this day,
and its popular characteristics, from
the slave’s point of view. Standing,
there, identified with the American
bondman, making his wrongs mine,
I do not hesitate to declare, with
all my soul, that the character and
conduct of this nation never looked
blacker to me than on this 4th of

July! ...
What, to the American slave, is

your 4th of July? I answer: a day that
reveals to him, more than all other
days in the year, the gross injustice
and cruelty to which he is the constant
victim. ... I will not enlarge further on
your national inconsistencies. The
existence of slavery in this country
brands your republicanism a sham,
your humanity a base pretense, and
your Christianity a lie. It destroys your
moral power abroad; it corrupts your
politicians at home. It saps the foun-
dation of religion; it makes your name
a hissing, and a bye-word to a mock-
ing earth. It is the antagonistic force in
your government, the only thing that
seriously disturbs and endangers your
Union. It fetters your progress; it is the
enemy of improvement, the deadly foe
of education; it fosters pride; it breeds
insolence; it promotes vice; it shelters
crime; it is a curse to the earth that
supports it; and yet, you cling to it, as

SEE DOUGLASS, G12
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if it were the sheet anchor of all your
hopes. Oh! Be warned! Be warned! A
horrible reptile is coiled up in your
nation’s bosom; the venomous crea-
ture is nursing at the tender breast of
your youthful republic; for the love of
God, tear away, and fling from you the
hideous monster, and let the weight
of twenty millions crush and destroy
it forever! ...
Fellow-citizens! There is no matter

in respect to which, the people of
the North have allowed themselves
to be so ruinously imposed upon,
as that of the pro-slavery character
of the Constitution. In that instru-
ment I hold there is neither warrant,
license, nor sanction of the hateful
thing; but, interpreted as it ought to
be interpreted, the Constitution is a
GLORIOUS LIBERTY DOCUMENT.
Read its preamble, consider its pur-
poses. Is slavery among them? ... .
While I do not intend to argue this
question on the present occasion, let
me ask, if it be not somewhat singular
that, if the Constitutionwere intended
to be, by its framers and adopters, a

slave-holding instrument, why nei-
ther slavery, slaveholding, nor slave
can anywhere be found in it. ... I
hold that every American has a right
to form an opinion of the constitu-
tion, and to propagate that opinion,
and to use all honorable means to
make his opinion the prevailing
one. ...
Now, take the Constitution accord-

ing to its plain reading, and I defy the
presentation of a single proslavery
clause in it. On the other hand it will be
found to contain principles and pur-
poses, entirely hostile to the existence
of slavery. ...
Allow me to say, in conclusion,

notwithstanding the dark picture I
have this day presented of the state
of the nation, I do not despair of this
country. There are forces in opera-
tion, which must inevitably work the
downfall of slavery. ‘The arm of the
Lord is not shortened,’ and the doom
of slavery is certain. I, therefore,
leave off where I began, with hope.
While drawing encouragement from
the Declaration of Independence, the
great principles it contains, and the
genius of American institutions, my
spirit is also cheered by the obvious
tendencies of the age. ...

DOUGLASS
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Frederick Douglass impersonator Michael E. Crutcher attends the Memorial Dedication ceremony
for private Amos McKinney at Sykes Cemetery in Decatur Saturday, July 11, 2009. [JERONIMO NISA/

DECATUR DAILY/FILE]
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Remarks at the Spirit of America Festival in Decatur, Alabama
President Ronald Reagan gave the fol-

lowing speech July 4, 1984 — 40 years
ago—at the Spirit of America Festival at
PointMallard in Decatur:

Thankyou, ladies andgentlemen.And
thank all those wonderful young people
that we’ve seen here in this parade. I
don’t knowwhether any of my remarks
or what I’m going to say on this day can
be as eloquent as seeing what really the
future is all about in this great, free land
of ours, and it is embodied in thoseyoung
people that came by here.
What awonderful festival this is. And

one of themost impressive things about
it is that youbegan this annual Fourth of
July celebration 18 years agowhen some
people said that patriotism was out of
style back in that period. Well, I guess
here inDecatur it neverwas out of style.
When other people were burning our

flag, you were waving it. And I don’t
know if aPresident has ever thankedyou
for that, but please accept my gratitude
and admiration.
It’s good to be here with Senator

Denton, Congressmen Edwards and
Flippo, and I was hoping and thought
for a time, until some things intervened
in the schedule — foul-ups here — that
I was going to be able to greetmy friend
and your Governor, GeorgeWallace.
We were Governors together when I

wasGovernor of California. As amatter
of fact, I was looking forward to telling
a little thing about him, and now I’ll just
have to tell it to you and somebody relate
to him, that once when I was attending
a meeting as Governor of California in
one of the hotels in Los Angeles, some-
body toldmeaswewerebreakingup that
your Governor, GeorgeWallace, was in
another part of the hotel. And I thought
itwould only be courtesy and friendly of
me to drop over and paymy respects to
him.Andhewas there, representing the
best interests of Alabama, as he always
does.And Iwalked into ameetingwhere
hewas telling a groupofCalifornia busi-
ness executives the advantagesof leaving
California and moving to Alabama.
[Laughter]
But I want to congratulate Admiral

Whitmireon receiving theAudieMurphy
PatriotismAward. I knewAudieMurphy.
He was a good man. He’s buried, as
you know, in Arlington Cemetery, and
there’s a simple stone at his grave that
says: “Audie Murphy — Texas.” But it
could say AudieMurphy—American—
because in one of our roughest hours his

courage andplain decency cast a light on
the entire Republic.
In World War II, a unit of ours that

was routed by a superior enemy force—
andAudieMurphy climbed into aWorld
War II disabled tank, up on the turret,
and turned themachinegunof that turret
on the enemy, and all alone was trying
to hold off the hundreds of advancing
men of the enemy. At the same time,
walkie-talkie radio— he tried to call for
artillery support. And when the artil-
lery commander,wanting to knowwhat
his safe range was, asked how close the
enemy was to him, Audie said, “Well,
if you’ll wait just a minute, I’ll let you
talk to them.” [Laughter] Well, he was
actually asking them to direct the artil-
lery fire at his ownposition, because that
offered the best opportunity of stopping
the enemy.
But I’m so happy to be here tonight. I

don’t get to the South often enough to
suit me. Come to think of it, I don’t get
to California as much as I’d like either.

[Laughter] But I always feel a special
affinity for this part of the country and
the people in it.
And even now in these modern times

when people who aren’t from the South
talk about it, they tend to dwell on the
physical beautyof theOldSouth andwax
poetic about moonlight on the magno-
lias.Well, of course the South is lovely,
and that is true; but there are those—and
I’mone—who feel a special affection for
its people. I respect the values that took
root here and the pride that’s part of the
southern character. I’m drawn to your
good sense and decent traditions, your
fidelity to God, and your faithfulness to
your region.And Iknowthatyou loveour
country and are very protective toward
it.
I mean no slight to the other parts of

the country—tomyheritage,whichwas
up in the heartland there in the Middle
West, or nowmyhome in theWest. But
I have been struckwhen, now and then,
on news for some reason or other — on

the TVnews— therewill be an occasion
where the commentator is talking to one
of our men in uniform, and I’ve often
been struck byhowoften the youngman
inuniform,whenhe replies, youhear the
lilting cadenceofCharlestonorMemphis
orWinston-SalemorDecatur.TheSouth
was the home of patriots in 1776, when
a southerner drew up our Declaration
of Independence. And it’s the home of
patriots today, 208 years later.
We’re here tonight at a great celebra-

tion, a birthday party for the Nation.
And we come together to honor those
who invented this country and who
saw to it that it would always be a place
of high ideals. And we celebrate those
who, in each generation, have protected
those ideals and advanced the cause of
democracy.
I’m trying to smile, but if I appear as

if I’m frowning a little bit, it’s those TV
lights up there— [laughter]— so I’mnot

SEE REAGAN, G14

President Ronald Reagan takes the presidential podium at the 1984 Spirit of America celebration. [JOHN GODBEY/DECATUR DAILY FILE]
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really frowning at all; I’m squinting.
But the cause of democracy, that’s a

subject of high seriousness when, on a
night like this, it’s hard to be somber and
full of deep thoughts, it’s hard not to be
happy.We have somuch to be thankful
for.
When I was in China recently, I was

privileged to speak to several hundred
students at Fudan University in Shang-
hai. And I talked to them about our
country. I’d had an opportunity to be
questioned by a number of them, and I
felt that they had a great interest in us
and particularly in our young people,
their peers here in this land. So, in talk-
ing to them, Iwanted themtounderstand
who we are as a people, and I told them
that in many ways we’re a nation that
loves to contend with itself. We love to
argue.Andwe’re free to argue, and that’s
as it should be.
But I told them that we always man-

aged to stay united around certain
things: our central belief that all men
are created equal and our belief that
democracy is the fairest andmost hon-
orable political system yet devised by
man. And they seemed to understand.
I sensed a very favorable reaction from
themandwas very pleased by that. And,
of course, what I said was true. We are
great arguers. But in spite of all our dif-
ferences, we’re still a united country,
and we celebrate that unity today. We
celebrate, too, the miracle of 208 years
of freedom.
Iwant to talk to you about something,

if I could, that I’ve been thinking about
a great deal lately. You know,when you
work in the Oval Office, a lot of prob-
lems cross your desk.We’re repeatedly
reminded that there’s a lot todo, somany
causes to carry about — or care about,
and carry forward in our country and in
the world. But I think what’s impressed
memost andwhat’s givenmeaverydeep
feeling over the last 31/2years is howvery
luckywe are.Weare truly blessed to live
in this time and this place.
Now, I say that because there are so

many people that get more attention
than they deserve. They run around and
survey the modern landscape and see
the problems of mankind, and they say,
“Oh, it’s such a troubled world.” We
hear people say that this is a terrible cen-
tury and that we live in an increasingly
totalitarian age, that freedom is dead or
an illusion to beginwith, andman is just
a powerless victim of historical forces

and that history is something beyond
our control, something we can’t affect.
Well, the counsel of these sour souls
would seem to be that mankind has had
it andwemight aswell just giveup.Well,
letme tell you, they aren’t talking about
the American people I know.
This is a wonderful time to be alive.

And we’re so lucky because as a people,
we still have the opportunity to bepatri-
ots, and as a nation, we still stand for
something.
Look at the challenges of our time.God

has granted us the challenge to change
our own country and to make it better
by moving it closer to the intentions of
themenwho invented it.

Wehave the challenge tomakeAmer-
ica evenmore free than she is; to ensure
greater freedom in the marketplace,
where our boldness and our power and
our genius canbloom.Wemustwork for
greater freedom for you so that you can
benefit fromyour labors and so that your
earnings will remain where they belong
— in your pockets and purses for your
families and in your neighborhoods.
We have the power and the challenge

to expand freedom in all areas of life;
freedom of inquiry and thought, free-
domfor thepractice of religion, freedom
in commerce. Ours is the challenge to
advance the interests of the family, the
challenge to protect the interests of the

smallest unit of government, the home-
towns ofAmerica,where the expression
of the public will is most directly felt.
You know, I’ve often had a feeling

sometimes there in the National Gov-
ernment — I even had it sometimes at
the State level — never in my home-
town— the feeling that sometimes ifwe
just slipped out, we in government, and
closed thedoors, turned thekey, anddis-
appeared for awhile, it’d take you a long
time tomiss us.
We stand for freedom in the world.

We see the gulags and the prisons, those
places where man is not free to do work
of his choosing andprofit fromhis labor,
placeswhere the freedomtoworshipGod
has been extinguished and where souls
havewithered. Butwe’re blessedbyGod
with the right to say of our country: This
is where freedom is. This is the land of
limitless possibilities.
And you don’t have to travel too far

in theworld to realize thatwe stand as a
beacon, thatAmerica is todaywhat itwas
two centuries ago, a place that dreamers
dream of, that it is whatWinthrop said
standing on the deck of the tinyArabella
off theMassachusetts coast,with a little
group of Pilgrims gathered around him,
andhe said, “Weshall be as a shining city
for all the world upon the hill.”
It isn’t so of other places and other

systems. Can you think of a time when
you heard of a West Berliner jumping
over thewall to get intoEast Berlin?Can
you thinkof a timewhen someone took a
homemadeballoon—hot-airballoonand
tried to float from freeWestern Europe
intoCzechoslovakia?Orwhen someone
took a leaky fishing trawler on a death-
defying journey so they could enjoy the
freedomofHavana,Cuba?Canyou think
of a time when any family, thirsting for
opportunity, left a democracy to live in
a country that was not free?
The truth is that the totalitarianworld

is a tired place held down by the grav-
ity of its own devising. And America is
a rocket pushing upward to the stars.
Other countries see our entrepreneurial
spirit and seek to emulate it. More and
more, the world is reawakening to the
fact that freedom is better than tyranny,
that democracy is better than the iron
fist of dictators, that freedom is the one
condition inwhichmancan flourish.And
manwasmeant to flourish,wasmeant to
be free.And that iswhywewere created.
That’swhy it’s been said that democracy
is just a political reading of the Bible.
The world has flirted with systems

other than democracy, and for a while,

REAGAN
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People filled Point Mallard to see President Ronald Reagan speak during the Spirit of America
Festival in 1984.

President Ronald Reagan’s helicopter lands at the 1984 Spirit of America celebration in Decatur.
[PHOTOS BY JOHN GODBEY/DECATUR DAILY]
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some of them were in vogue. There
were those who said our problems are
intractable, and we need huge govern-
ment to tell us what to do. For a while,
the doctrine of Marx and Lenin seemed
something new and revolutionary. And
some among us said, “Well, that’s an
idea.We should look at it.”Well, all for
a while. Times have changed. Man has
moved on, and more and more we can
see that the tide of the future is a free-
dom tide.
Man still thirsts for freedom. And

wherever the persecuted fight for free-
dom, our souls and our spirits are with
them. We’re with the trade unionist
in Krakow, Poland, marching behind a
crucifix. We’re with the Afghan rebel
fighting the tanks with an undying
ancestral will. We’re with the people of
Central America,who struggle each day
for liberty.
And in spite of decades of troubles and

sometimes self-doubt, look across the
world for the persecuted and punished,
for thosewho yearn to be free, for those
who fight for the right to worship, to
speak freely, towritewhat theywant, to

enjoy the freedomGodmeantus tohave.
For all those people,America’s not just a
word; it is a hope, a torch shedding light
to all the hopeless of the world.
You know, throughout the world the

persecuted hear the word “America,”
and in that sound they canhear the sun-
rise, hear the rivers push, hear the cold,
swift air at the top of the peak. Yes, you
can hear freedom. It was so 208 years
ago, and it’s so today.
My friends, we’re so lucky. We’ve

been granted the right to stand for
something. Somuch of our greatness is
behind us, but somuch of our greatness
is still before us, out there waiting for
us to take advantage of it. It is, in truth,
a wonderful time to be alive. And those
young people that I mentioned first,
with those present in our country who
have been trying to frighten them into
believing thatmaybe there isn’t a future
for them, don’t any of uswho are grown
up let thembelieve that for onemoment.
They’re going to see things we’ve never
seen, they’re going to have advantages
we’ve never had.
I thank you. God bless you, and may

He continue to bless theNation that has
showered this land with love for more
than two centuries. Thank you all. God
bless you all.
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President Ronald Reagan appears at the 1984 Spirit of America celebration in Decatur. Ed Rogers,
the executive director of the Reagan-Bush ’84 campaign in Alabama, said in an interview that
summer, “It is a good event for him to attend. It is patriotic. It is his kind of event and his kind of
people.” [JOHN GODBEY/DECATUR DAILY/FILE]
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Not everyone enjoys the extra noise and
busy nature of July 4th parties, particularly
furry members of the family. Animal
control services often report an increase
in lost animals between July 4th and July
6th. That’s because the excitement of the
holiday puts pets out of their comfort
zones. While pet owners need not cancel
their July 4th plans, they should take heed
of the many ways to keep
their pets safe during
the festivities.

UPDATE IDENTIFICATION
Be sure that pets are wwweeeaaarrriiinnnggg cccooollllllaaarrrsss wwwiiittthhh
current identificationnn information. If an
address or phone nummmber has changed since
the last time you updated microchip records,
be sure to check the aaaccount is current.

CREATE AQUIET SSSPACE
Allow pets to ride out ttthe day in their
comfortable, quiet anddd cozy retreats. If

necessary, createee a space in an interior
room. Covvver the pet crate with

a blannnket and offer favorite
toys ooor bedding to create a
soottthing environment.

PLLLACE NOTES ON
DDDOORS &GATES
While it’s best to
keeppp pppets in a locked

room away from the fray, some pets like to
sssoooccciiiaaallliiizzzeee wwwiiittthhh ggguuueeessstttsss aaannnddd aaarrreee nnnooottt bbbooottthhheeerrreeeddd
by noises. However, alert guests with notes
posted on doors and fence gates to check to
make sure pets are not trying to escape behind
them. All doors should be closed firmly when
entering or exiting.

KEEP AN EYE
ON THEGRILL
Pets can be opportunists,
and those burgers and
chicken drumsticks
smell delicious to
pets. Pets that get too
close to the grill can
become injured.
And if pets eat

leftovers, they may end up with digestive
dddiiissstttrrreeessssss ooorrr eeevvveeennn bbbeee pppoooiiisssooonnneeeddd bbbyyy fffoooooodddsss ttthhhaaattt aaarrreee
toxic to cats
and dogs.

Prepare pets for Fourth of July festivities
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PAYING RESPECTS

UnknownRevolutionary soldiers honored
From The Mercury (Pottstown, Pa. TNS)

EAST COVENTRY — A 100-year-
old tradition in danger of fading from
memorywas revived this pastMemorial
Day weekend by organizers who held a
ceremony to honor the sacrifices of 17
soldiers of the American Revolution
who died after George Washington’s
Army lost the Battle of Brandywine on
Sept. 11, 1777.
For years, the tiny EllisWoods Cem-

etery was tended to by neighbors until
the CivilWar revived interest in honor-
ing the nation’s war dead. But as Civil
War veteranswho performed the duties
aged, the Ellis WoodsMemorial Asso-
ciation was formed.
Fear that a nearby sawmill’s constant

need for wood would result in some of

the graves being disturbed, private
citizens, other organizations and even
school children collecting pennies
partnered with the association to buy
the property and keep the graves safe,
according to a short history provided
by Liz Willow, who helped organize
Sunday’s ceremony.
In 1924, the ground was cleared and

a four-ton piece of Chester County
granite was brought from the top of
Chestnut Hill in North Coventry. A
plaque was embedded in the stone.
It reads, in part: “This burial plot is

dedicated in the 149th year of Ameri-
can independence to perpetuate the
memory of 17 soldiers who are here
buried in marked graves and several

Members of the Alabama Sons of the American Revolution participate in the graveside service for WWII fallen soldier Noah Reeves at Moulton Memory Gardens in May. [PHOTOS BY JERONIMO NISA/DECATUR DAILY]

Members of Alabama State Sons of American Revolution Color Guard take part in the grave marking
and designation of Alabama’s first veteran, Revolutionary War patriot John Wade Keyes, at Athens
City Cemetery in June 2023. SEE SOLDIERS, G18
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others who are buried near here whose
graves have not been located. These
soldiers were part of Washington’s
Army camped at Valley Forge. They
died in an improvised hospital nearby
during the memorable winter of 1777-
1778. These were some of themenwho
made the ‘supreme sacrifice’ in defense
of a principle then new to the world:
that ‘all men are created equal’ and
‘that all have an inalienable right to life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.’
Honor their memory.”
Around 1937, the American Legion

and Veterans of Foreign Wars took
over care of the cemetery and held the
ceremonies. Subsequently, the site has
been administered by the Pottstown
Joint Veteran’s Council, East Coven-
try township and the Mahanatawny
Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution. The special 13-star
flags that were placed at the 17 graves
Sunday are provided annually by the
Chester County Sons of the American
Revolution.
For the first time, said Willow, the

Owen J. Roberts Middle School Pops
Band, Directed by Jason Hess per-
formed. “Themusic was excellent and
well received,” she wrote.
A local florist who grows her own

flowers and runs a small business out of

her home, KC, ofWhimsyBloom, pro-
vided flowers to be placed at the grave
sites. Also participating was the Owen
J. Roberts Navy ROTCwhosemembers
presented the colors.
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A member of the Alabama Sons of the American
Revolution salutes during the graveside service
for WWII fallen soldier Noah Reeves at Moulton
Memory Gardens in May. [PHOTOS BY JERONIMO

NISA/DECATUR DAILY]

Members of Alabama State Sons of American Revolution Color Guard perform the musket salute
during the grave marking and designation of Alabama’s first veteran, Revolutionary War patriot
John Wade Keyes, at Athens City Cemetery in June 2023.

Members of Alabama State Sons of American Revolution Color Guard take part in the grave marking
and designation of Alabama’s first veteran, Revolutionary War patriot John Wade Keyes, at Athens
City Cemetery in June 2023.
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