Saturday.

A message from Mayor Matt Mahan

ike all Americans, I am shocked and horrified
I by the assassination attempt in Pennsylvania

I'm thankful former President Trump was not seri-
ously injured, or worse, and sickened to hear that a

bystander was killed in front of his family and two
others were seriously harmed.

There’s no room for political violence in our nation.
Irrespective of our political parties and beliefs, as
Americans we must commit ourselves to settling our
disagreements using the tools of democracy-ratio-
nal debate, the popular vote, the judicial system-and

never through violence.

Our family is praying for those killed and injured
yesterday, and for their families; for the law enforce-
mentagents whose action prevented further tragedy;
and for a world in which all of us do better in showing
our respect and love for one another. The fate of our
nation, and our form of government, depends upon it.
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Almaden Valley's Alamitos Vineyards wins blg at the 2024 Internatlonal Women's Wine Competition

By William Bellou
Publisher
lamitos Vineyards, San Jose's only vineyard winery
Alocated in Almaden Valley, has won several awards
attherecent 2024 International Women's Wine Com-
petition.

The winery received multiple accolades, including Best in
Class, Double Gold, and a 96 score forits 2021 Estate 'Andor-
inha' Touriga Nacional. In addition, Alamitos Vineyards
secured Silver medals for its 2021 'Running Quail' Pinot
Noir and 2020 'Night Owl' Syrah / Cabernet blend.

#1 Best New Winery Experience in the country

Owner and vintner Shaun Coleman expressed his excite-
ment, stating, "We are thrilled and honored to receive these
awards. It is a testament to our dedication and the hard
work of our entire team, including our talented winemaker.
This recognition, along with our previous accomplishments
such as winning last year's USA Today's 10 Best Readers
Choice Award and being voted the #1 Best New Winery
Experience in the country, inspires us to push the bound-
aries of winemaking even further."

grapes as well as ones sourced from California's most
esteemed AVAs. With its historical and picturesque location
overlooking San Jose’s Almaden Reservoir and warm hos-
pitality, Alamitos Vineyards provides a truly immersive and
captivating winery experience that showcases the beauty
and richness of the region.

About Alamitos Vineyards

Founded in 2014 by space and technology entrepreneurs
Chris Maune and Shaun Coleman, Alamitos Vineyards seeks
to reinvigorate a region, once the epicenter of California
mining and agriculture, through authentic, small-batch, qual-
ity-driven wines. Alamitos Vineyards is located in the unique
microclimate of New Almaden, a historic community tucked
into the Rancho Los Capitancillos Hills of San Jose, Califor-
nia on the eastern slopes of the Santa Cruz Mountains. The
boutique winery is home to award winning estate grown
and produced Syrah, Sauvignon Blanc, and Touriga Nacional,
a unique Portuguese variety that pays homage to the Por-
tuguese family history of the owners.
To setup aweekend tasting appointment, please visit
alamitosvineyards.com.

The International Woman'’s
Wine Competition, which cel-
ebrates the contributions and
achievements of women in
the wine industry, featured
an all-women panel of judges,
including winemakers, som-
meliers, and industry experts.
The competition received
entries from wineries around
the world, making this
achievement even more sig-
nificant.

; @ USATODAY
OBEST

READERS’

Double Gold and Silver Awards e

George Troquato, Lead Winemaker at Alami-
tos Vineyards, added, “Receiving Best in Class,
Double Gold, a 96 score and two Silvers is a testa-
ment to our commitment to crafting exceptional wines and
the best wine tasting experience possible. We are honored
to be recognized for our efforts and will continue to strive
for excellence in every bottle."

Hand crafted

Alamitos Vineyards takes pride in offering hand-crafted
wines, which are skillfully made using the finest estate grown

Comedian Danny Lake fundraiser
to benefit the New Almaden

Community Clubhouse
C omedian Danny Lake will headline a special

Motorcyclist killed
in crash near
Almaden Lake

motorcyclistwaskilled in a crash Thurs-

day afternoon, July 11, in the area of

Winfield Boulevard and Furlong Drive
in Almaden Valley, according to the San Jose
Police Department.

The motorcyclist, whose name was with-
held pending notification of family members,
was pronounced dead at the scene just after
4 p.m. on Thursday.

This accident marked the 24th traffic fatal-
ity of the year on city streets. At this time last
year, San Jose had recorded 26 roadway
deaths.

comedy show fundraiser to benefit New
Almaden Community Clubhouse August 24.

Danny Lake will headline a special standup com-
edy show fundraiser which benefits The New
Almaden Community Clubhouse on Saturday, August
24 at 8 p.m.

Lake has performed in more than 100 comedy ven-
ues in the US and Canada. Danny appeared in one
motion picture.

Also appearing at the comedy show will be Gwen
Pol and Priya Puram. The adults only show is $40.00

The New Almaden Clubhouse islocated at 21727
Bertram Rd, San Jose.

For more information, contact Cathy Palmen at
(408) 621-7705.

SEE OUR LisTINGS OF LocAL ReaLToRs, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BAcK COVER
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ATTENTION[GOLEERS

Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf course
for ONLY. . .. $34.00 '

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million -
Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

Other Amenities:
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FULL, HALF &
EXTENDED
DAY
OPTIONS

Scan the QR Code for
more info & to register!

5100 Camden Ave. San Jose, CA 95124
www.sttimothyschristianpreschool.org
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OpEd

America the beautiful

4th of July parade event represents
the miracle of America

A young lady stands
strong in running for office

By Kevin Larsen
Times volunteer staff writer

It’s a day of joy!

Independence Day was declared
afederal holiday 150 years ago; yet
itall startedin 1777 over 246 years
ago.

It's all about America and fire-
works came along in the evenings
too. People participate for love of
country.

Volunteers, participants and
cheering onlookers are there,
because they cherish and truly love
our country; it's inspiring to the
American Dream!

Multitude of Parades

Yes, in so many towns on the 4th
of July, including the city of San
Jose, we getto go early, setup chairs
and take in the enjoyment of see-
ing otherswalk orride in the parade
route to signify that we are all part
of our nation’s family.

Itis delightful when a person sets
up and gets permission to walk or

ride in the parade route and bring
new meaning at the local level on
this historic day. Her name is Tara
Sreekrishnan.

Tara decides to represent
America

Among those celebrating at San
Jose’sRose, White and Blue Parade
was Tara Sreekrishnan, who is run-
ning for election to the California
State Assembly to represent District
26. She’s on the ballot in the gen-
eral election on November 5,2024
and her attitude and personality
reflect the joy of the 4th of July in
my humble opinion.

‘The parade symbolizes the
miracle of America’

She acts as a strong role model
foryoungladies to aspire to go into
politics and other important gov-
ernment roles. Tara states, “As a
proud American and with great
schooling, I benefited from the
diversity and energy of the Bay
Area and garnered an aim to pay
it forward and do things to help
others. For example, I co-founded
a non-profit organization that has

SINCE 1986 m

Tara Sreekrishnan enjoying the Rose, White and Blue parade route in San Jose
waiving, with Colonel Ray Watts. Photo courtesy of Diana Torres.

empowered hundreds of students
across Cupertino, San Jose, Santa
Clara, and Sunnyvale to actively
engage in the environmental sci-
ences and conservation. As a cur-
rent Trustee on the Santa Clara
County Board of Education, I am
dedicated to serving our children
and families. We oversee 31 school
districts, encompassing 270,000
students. This significant respon-
sibility is one [ undertake with great
honor and commitment.”

Tara continued, “I also gained
strong professional experience
across all levels of our local gov-

ernment - school district, city, coun-

ty, and state - I've never given up
on doing the very most I can do in
what I do. I have participated in
this parade for the past four years,
buttoday, [ represent my own elect-
ed office for the first time. The
parade symbolizes the miracle of
America. For me, it's a profound
honor to be a product of the Amer-
ican dream and I'm running for
Assembly to ensure California
makes responsible decisions. We
must improve our education sys-
tem, create future career oppor-
tunities for all children, and main-
tain safe, clean, and affordable

See PARADE, next page

< ACTIVE ADULTS 50+ Z
The Almaden Senior Association Members are a diverse group of enthusiastic active

RED DOG

adults 50+ who enjoy new learning opportunities, new experiences, and new adventures.
Join us today. Meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that will
enhance your life and open new doots.

HRE

1 RESIDENTIAI_.. AND SMALL _BUSINESS PAPER -SHREDDIﬁG
| DROP—QFF SHREDDING SERVICE
| ‘“:__{SI‘CH IT SHRED!
PAPER SHREDDING (14ARD DRIVE
S0P PERBOX ( SHREDDING
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* OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT
* DOCUMENT PURGES

* PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

www.REDDOGSHRED.com
408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE « 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)

Membership offers opportunities to enjoy...

o Exercise Classes for all levels & abilities.

e Lunch events with entertainment run by members of the association.

e Trips to local and not so local places of interest.

Stop by the front desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an
application. Currently Membership is free. Membership includes a copy of our
newsletter and offers you discounts on classes through San Jose PRNS.

Events and Trips:

Clue (the play): SJCPA, November 2, 2024, 2pm. $90

You've played the board game...

You may have seen the movie...

NOW come see the play.

A mansion. A murder. A mystery: Murder and blackmail are on the menu when
six mysterious guests assemble at Boddy Manor for a night they’ll never forget!
Was it Mrs. Peacock in the study with the knife? Or was it Colonel Mustard in the
library with the wrench?

Based on the fan-favorite 1985 Paramount Pictures movie and inspired by the
classic Hasbro board game,

Clue is the ultimate whodunit that will leave you dying of laughter and keep you
guessing until the final twist. Your friends tell you the ending? Not so fast! With
324 different possibilities, the ending could be different for each play. You guess!

RED DOG

. SHRE
== |PICKS UP ©

For Tickets, contact Donna Smith at dsmith95118@sbcalobal.net or 408-266-4938

Social Media: For up to date information go to...
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/almadenseniors
Website: https://almadenseniors.org

Almaden Senior Association
at the Almaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120
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Parade, continued
communities.”

It is seen that all participants of the parade includ-
ing the audience, assists people of all backgrounds
and ages to understand how wonderful our country
isand how and why it was formed. We can truly learn
from how Tara was motivated.

“As a child of immigrants, July 4th is very special
to me. My parents came here with $50 to their name
and scrapped by to create a life for me and my broth-
er,” said Tara. “In our house, America was always a
place we could realize our dreams by working hard,
and I'm running for Assembly to make sure it stays
that way.”

Taramentioned thather parents never thought she
would be a candidate for State Assembly.

“It’s not only possible for me to run, it's possible
for someone like me to win. And that idea, that we
are all equal, is what makes July 4th so special.

For me, as a visitor to this wonderful parade speak-
ing with Tara helps me to reflect, when our nation’s
honor is shown in a parade of young people like Tara
who wish to make the country even better, it brings
hope to our world. One thing for sure, these 4th of
July parades are good for your health. You get to
meet new people and there is such an uplifting feel-
ing when many school cheerleading marching squads
and bands stride forward in unison with such vibrant
music as well as vast numbers of individuals being
honored. For meitbrings back memories of my early
childhood. It’s a place and time where smiles are
welcome!

I realize the youth of today are here, like Tara, to
make our country a better place! Parade participants
truly represent their parents and family from lots of
cultures and all kinds of music and languages blast
out over speakers which energizes and pays tribute
to Americans in honoring cultures, religions and more!

San Jose officials
support retail
theft crackdown
reform

By Vicente Vera
San José Spotlight
astyear San Jose City Council unan-
Limously approved creating the
Organized Retail Theft Detail, an
investigative team within the San Jose
Police Department to gather intelligence
and track crime statistics and patterns to
identify hotspots, catch criminals and
reduce the rate of retail crimes. The San
Jose Police Department received nearly
$8.5 million from the state to launch a
three-year program.

Political consultant Rich Robinson told
San José Spotlight he isn’t surprised to
see big city mayors like Mahan call for
Prop. 47 reforms in light of organized
retail theft and companies pulling out of
some locations.

“Ultimately, crime has gone down in the
state of California,” Robinson said. “But
the cause and effect of the news cover-
age on thefts with retail shops closing
down, and they’'ve got competition com-
ing from Amazon and online retailers -
so it’s not just Prop. 47 that’s causing the
problems for these retailers.”

A 2022 UC Berkeley Institute of Gov-
ernmental Studies poll co-sponsored by
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The Gucci Store in WestField Valley Fair was robbed by an organized retail theft ring last year.

File photo.

the Los Angeles Times found 59% of peo-
ple surveyed said they supported reform-
ing Prop. 47.

Not all political leaders are on board.

Santa Clara County Democratic Party
Chair Bill James told San José Spotlight
they oppose the proposition, which he
said have almost nothing to do with reduc-
ing homelessness or drug addiction.
Instead, it returns to failed mass incar-
ceration strategies to combat retail theft.

“Law enforcement agencies, including
the State Attorney General, already have
initiatives in place that have been suc-
cessful in addressing retail theft, and as
the Attorney General has said retail theft

by organized rings and or involving vio-
lence is already a serious crime that can
and should be charged as a felony,” he
said.

Regardless of the actual crime statis-
tics, Robinson said he thinks California
voters will pass the proposition. Whether
the reforms will lead to a decrease in crime
and homelessness has yet to be seen, he
said, but it will mean more work for the
Santa Clara County District Attorney’s
Office.

“Ithink the voters are going to pass any-
thing thatis going to punish people, espe-
cially as they see the quality of life go
down,” he said.

YT
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LEARNING CENTERS

Vartual Tours
Available

1081 Foxworthy Avenue,
San Jose, CA 95118

(408) 265-7380

www.Kindercare.com

| KinderCare

KinderCare offers unique,

for infants as young as 6 wee S
which includes preschool and pre-kindergarten programs.

expertly designed early education programs
I:.ks to school-age chidren up to age 12
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It’s easy & FREE
to get rid of your junk

S5Jenvironment.org/junkpickup

Help keep our neighborhood clean!

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.LT.
An Equine-Assisted-Learning Program for Women

SELF-CONFIDENCE
RESILIENCE
LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

"It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come ltogether in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn

what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and

self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.

The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbeglobal.net 408-778-3567

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ®m ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Local News

Assessing driving
fitness: Strategies for
determining elderly
driver competency

By Michael James
s we age, our abilities and capacities
Aevolve, affecting various aspects of
our lives, including our ability to drive
safely.

Driving is often associated with inde-
pendence and mobility, but it also carries
significant responsibilities, particularly as
our cognitive and physical faculties change
with time. Assessing the fitness of elderly
drivers is a complex issue that requires
careful consideration of multiple factors.

Understanding the Challenges

Before delving into assessment strate-
gies, it’s crucial to understand the chal-
lenges associated with elderly driving. Aging
canbringaboutarange of physical and cog-
nitive changes that may impact driving abil-
ity. These changes can include diminished
vision and hearing, decreased reaction
times, impaired mobility, and cognitive
decline, such as memory lapses and reduced
attention span. Additionally, medical con-
ditions like arthritis, Parkinson’s disease,
and dementia can further complicate the
driving experience.

The Importance of Assessment

Given these challenges, assessing elder-
ly driver competency becomes imperative
for ensuring road safety. However, it's essen-
tial to approach this task with sensitivity
and empathy, recognizing that driving ces-
sation can significantly impact an individ-
ual’s independence and quality of life.

The goal of assessment should not be to
arbitrarily restrictdriving privileges butto
identify potential issues and provide appro-
priate supportand resources. It’s still impor-
tant to make sure your older family mem-
bers as well as strangers on the road stay
safe and away from getting into car acci-
dents. If they have not been assessed for
driving competency yet and have been in
an accident, contact a local car accident
attorney.

Comprehensive Evaluation Strategies

e Medical Screening: Regular medical
check-ups are essential for elderly drivers
to assess overall health and identify any
conditions that may affect driving ability.
Healthcare professionals should inquire
about vision, hearing, mobility, and cogni-
tive function during these appointments.

Conditions like cataracts, glaucoma, and
hearing loss can often be managed with
proper treatment, allowing individuals to
continue driving safely.

¢ Cognitive Assessments: Assessing cog-
nitive function is crucial for determining
driving competency. Screening tools such
as the Mini-Mental State Examination
(MMSE) or the Montreal Cognitive Assess-
ment (MoCA) can help detect cognitive
impairment. Additionally, specialized driv-
ing evaluations conducted by occupation-
al therapists or neuropsychologists can
assess specificskills related to driving, such
as attention, memory, and executive func-
tion.

Vision and Hearing Tests

 Good vision and hearing are essential
for safe driving. Regular eye exams can
detect conditions like age-related macular
degeneration, cataracts, and diabetic
retinopathy. Hearing tests can identify hear-
ing loss, which may affect a driver’s abili-
ty to hear sirens, horns, or other important
auditory cues on the road.

¢ On-Road Assessments: On-road eval-
uations involve observing an individual’s
driving skills in real-world conditions.
Trained professionals, often occupational
therapists or driving rehabilitation spe-
cialists,accompany the driver during a sim-
ulated driving experience or onactual roads.
They assess factors such as lane position-
ing, speed control, signaling, and response
to traffic signals and hazards.

e Driving Simulator Tests: Driving sim-
ulators offer a safe and controlled envi-
ronment for evaluating driving perform-
ance. These simulations can replicate var-
ious driving scenarios, allowing assessors
to observe how individuals respond to dif-
ferent situations without the risks associ-
ated with on-road evaluations. Simulators
can also assess reaction times and deci-
sion-making skills.

Assessment

Assessment outcomes may vary, with
some individuals demonstrating continued
competency while others may require addi-
tional support or modifications to their
driving habits. Here are some supportive
measures that can help elderly drivers main-
tain their independence while ensuring
road safety:

¢ Driver Training Programs: Refresh-
er courses tailored to elderly drivers can
help update knowledge of traffic laws,
refresh driving skills, and introduce strate-
gies for coping with age-related changes.
These programs can instill confidence and

See DRIVING FITNESS, next page
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Silicon Valley water agency delays
decision to fine homeless people

By William Bellou
Publisher
he Valley Water board of directors last
Tweek agreed to postpone voting on a
policy that poses $500 fines or up to
30 days injail for unhoused people residing
on agency-owned land.

The directors voiced their desire to hear
from other government agencies, nonprof-
its and unhoused advocates at an Oct. 11
housing summit before making a decision
regarding imposing a new policy.

“The status quo is not working. Maybe this
ordinance isn’t perfect,” Director Barbara
Keegan said. “But we're spending a lot of
money to deal with unhoused issues and it’s
not benefiting the unhoused or the society
at large.”

Over thelastthree years, Valley Water has
spent $8 million cleaning encampments and
$4.8 million relocating encampments along
Coyote Creek. In that period, workers also
removed nearly 6 million pounds of trash
and debris.

There are currently more than 700 peo-
ple camping along Valley Water property, a
number seems to be rising each year. Val-
ley Water owns the land rights to 295 miles
of the 800 miles of waterways in Santa Clara
County.

Homeless advocates urged the board not
to go through with the policy until safe places
for people are implemented.

By the end of fiscal year 2025, the city
believes it can offer 1,200 new shelter options
for the unhoused.

Driving fitness, continued
provide valuable tips for adapting to chang-
ing driving conditions.

¢ Vehicle Modifications: Certain modifi-
cations to vehicles can enhance safety and
comfort for elderly drivers. These may
include installing adaptive devices such as
hand controls, pedal extensions, or steer-
ing wheel grips to accommodate physical
limitations.

« Driving Restrictions: In cases where
individuals demonstrate limitations in cer-
tain driving skills, implementing restric-
tions such as avoiding night driving, limit-
ing travel to familiar routes, or avoiding
high-traffic areas can help mitigate risks

while allowing continued mobility.

¢ Alternative Transportation Options:
Encouraging the use of alternative trans-
portation options such as public transit,
ridesharing services, or community trans-
portation programs can provide viable alter-
natives for individuals who may no longer
be able to drive safely.

¢ Family Involvement: Open communi-
cation and involvement of family members
in the assessment process can help facili-
tate difficult conversations about driving
cessation. Family members can provide
valuable insights into changes they may
have observed in their loved one’s driving
behavior and offer support during the tran-
sition.
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SYMPHONY
SAN JOSE

Arturo Sandoval &
Symphony San Jose

One of the world’s greatest trumpeters,
Latin jazz pioneer Arturo Sandoval and
his band join Symphony San Jose for a
Symphony Under the Stars.

Mr. Peabody's

The Most vaerj‘ui Green (,!eamng On the Planet

Carpet & Upholstery Cleanmg

Complete Carpet Cleaning,
Stone Polishing and Repair

(408) 444-9437
Senving Evergreen Valley since 1999

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Almaden Times
Serving the community since 1986

Times Media, Inc.
B Almaden Times
M Evergreen Times

B Willow Glen Times

Source: University of
North Carolina School
of Media & Journalism
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INSPIRE EX‘PLOQE (..HALLE

AN AWARD-WINNING
LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

3 2023 aci"f"’-tg rorite :‘a'r.te ‘c‘a'r.te <) Academic Courses!

2022,/:021 zozo 2019
GradesK - 12
- Reading Comprehension *Online & In-Person

. Mathematics Now EI].I’O].].ing'
. Writing & Grammar . ) .
. Public Speaking & Debate 2024 WInter 89’ Sprlng

. Logic & Critical Thinking Courses!

. Competitive Debate

. HSPT, PSAT & SAT Test Prep (408)839-5905
. Study SkKills for Academic Success
. Test-Taking Strategies

Visit: SCAASanjJose.com
for the complete schedule

of camps & classes!
Ha"of
FAME

Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Va]ley Road
San Jose, CA 95138
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Symphony San
Jose announces
2024/25 Season

Classical Masterpieces, contemporary
discoveries, light classics, film music, pops,

ballet, and education concerts
By William Bellou
Publisher
ymphony San Jose has announced its 2024 /2025 sea-
S son—one filled with an exciting mix of classical mas-
terpieces, contemporary discoveries, light classics, film
music, pops, ballet, and education concerts.

The Symphony will present nine productions totaling 27
performances in San Jose’s majestic California Theatre for
the new season.

“San Jose’s connection to symphonic music runs deep,” said
Executive Artistic Director Robert Massey. “It can be traced
back to the 1870s when musicians came together and formed
the city’s first orchestra. Today, the talented orchestral musi-
cians of Symphony San Jose are key to the city’s unique cul-
tural identity, ensuing live, world-renowned music contin-
ues to flourish in the South Bay.”

Masterworks of the Classical Canon. Anchoring the sea-
son are symphonic classics beginning with Jon Nakamat-
su and the Jazz Age featuring music from the 1920s includ-
ing Gershwin’s An American in Paris and Ravel’s Bolero
with conductor Elinor Rufeizen and local Van Cliburn win-
ner Jon Nakamatsu performing Gershwin’s Rhapsody in
Blue and Copland’s Piano Concerto.

Argentinian conductor Carlos Vieu returns to lead The
Firebird, a program consisting of Sibelius’ Finlandia, Brahms’
Variations on a Theme by Haydn, Possetti’s Bullanguera,
and Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite. Newly-named Resident

-
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Conductor of the Nashville Symphony Nathan Aspinall will
conduct Beethoven’s Eroica, featuring Beethoven’s Sym-
phony No. 3, R. Strauss’ Death and Transfiguration, and
Part’s Cantus in Memory of Benjamin Britten. Japanese
conductor Tatsuya Shimono returns for The Planets—An
HD Odyssey featuring the popular Holst work, Mozart's
Symphony No. 41, and Montgomery’s Starburst. The sea-
son closes with Espafia—a musical trip through Spain led
by Jose Luis Gomez and featuring Frank’s Escaramuza,
Rodrigo’s Concierto de Aranjuez performed by guitarist
Rafael Aguirre, Ravel’s Rapsodie Espagnole, and Rimsky-
Korsakov’s Capriccio Espagnole.

Symphonic Spectaculars. New this year are three con-
certs consisting of a mix of familiar favorites, light classics,

Yol .

pops, and film music. Halloween Spooktacular fea-
tures haunting harmonies with music including J.S.
Bach’s Toccata & Fugue, Saint-Saéns Danse Macabre,
Mussorgsky’s Night on Bald Mountain, Bernard Her-
rmann’s Psycho Suite, and John Williams’ Harry Pot-
ter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. Holiday Spectacu-
lar celebrates “The Most Wonderful Time of the Year”
with the Symphony, Symphony San Jose Chorale,
Cantabile Youth Singers, and New Ballet performing
holiday classics, carols, audience sing-alongs, and the
ever-popular 12 Days of Silicon Valley.

Hollywood Spectacular celebrates films and film
composers who took home the coveted Oscar for Best
Score, including Korngold’s The Adventures of Robin
Hood, Mancini’'s Breakfast at Tiffany’s, Jarre’s
Lawrence of Arabia, and Williams’ Schindler’s List.
Halloween Spooktacular and Hollywood Spectacular
will be conducted by Peter Jaffe. Elena Sharkova returns
to conduct Holiday Spectacular.

The San Jose Nutcracker. Symphony San Jose
announces a special collaboration with New Ballet for
their 2024 holiday production of The San Jose Nut-
cracker, choreographed by New Ballet Founder and
Director, Dalia Rawson. This union between two impor-
tant San Jose civicarts organizations increases the num-
ber of performances of this favorite holiday ballet to
span over two full weekends (December 14-23, 2024).
Thomas Shoebotham will conduct Symphony San Jose,
bringing Tchaikovsky’s immortal score to life.

Students at the Symphony. Symphony San Jose launch-
es a new education program in May 2025 where elemen-
tary students are welcomed into the California Theatre to
experience a performance of Holst's The Planets, accom-
panied by awe-inspiring NASA images and footage project-
ed onto a giant screen on stage.

Subscription tickets and single tickets are currently avail-
able online at www.symphonysanjose.org or by contacting
the Symphony ticket office at (408) 286-2600. Patrons 25
years of age and under may purchase a $25 NextGen Sound-
Check Pass, gaining access to all Saturday evening per-
formances throughout the season. Single tickets ($35-$115)
go on sale August 15. Photo: CC2.0 by BWChicago (flickr)

=

NEW ALMADEN COMMUNITY
CLUB FUNDRAISER

SIT DOWN FOR SOME STANDUP COMEDY
“A ROSE BETWEEN TWO THORNS”

NEW ALMADEN COMMUNITY CLUBHOUSE
21727 BERTRAM RD, SAN JOSE, 95120

$40 PER TICKET

CALL OR TEXT CATHY PALMEN FOR TICKETS AT 408 621 7705
AUGUST 24, 2024--DOORS OPEN AT 7 PM, SHOW STARTS AT 8 PM

DANNY LAKE, HEADLINER
GWEN POL, FEATURE
PRIYA PURAM, OPENER

ADULTS ONLY
PLEASE

REAL ESTATE GUIDE

1 DON'T GET IT, MAN

DEE RAMIREZ

Realtor Lic. #00683945

kw SAN JOSE
GATEWAY

KELLERWILLIAMS

(408) 440-7617

Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

1 JUST DON'T GETIT

STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE
Call now to place your ad
by phone: (408) 494-7000

REALTORS: YOUR
AD COULD BE HERE!
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408-289-9442

Ry

SERVICE & REPAIR_

Total RV Repair Service
Complete Parts Service & Repair

SAN JOSE, CA

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Local News

TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK:
Retrieval
Augmented
Generation (RAG)

By Shubhi Asthana

ave you ever stum-
H bled into a conversa-

tion where everyone
is speaking around this
“techie” word - and even
after you've broken in, itis difficult to under-
stand the unfamiliar jargon and acronyms?
Well, there’s no need to sweat it. Let me
teach you the meaning of some common-
ly used tech words:

Retrieval Augmented Generation (RAG)

Retrieval Augmented Generation, or RAG,
is popular these days because itintroduces
some serious capabilities to LLMs like Ope-
nAl's GPT-4 - and that's the ability to use
and leverage their own data.

Why do we need RAG? There's so much
noise in the Al space and about RAG. Ven-
dors are trying to overcomplicate it. They're
trying to inject their tools, their ecosys-
tems, their vision. the essence of RAG
involves adding your own data (via a
retrieval tool) to the prompt that you pass
into a large language model. As a result,
you get an output. That gives you several

benefits:

¢ You can include facts in the prompt to
help the LLM avoid hallucinations

¢ You can (manually) refer to sources of
truth when responding to a user query,
helping to double check any potential issues.

e You can leverage data that the LLM
might not have been trained on.

With Retrieval Augmented Generation,
the system allows the LLM to function in
the context of data external to its original
dataset used for pre-training. The system
works as follows:

e Ingest flow: Data is splitinto sentences
or other chunks of data. Each chunk or sen-
tence is then encoded into a vector embed-
ding and stored in a vector store.

e Query flow: When a query is issued,
the query is first encoded into its own vec-
tor embedding, and those are compared to
the data in the vector store. The most rel-
evant sentences or facts from the vector
store are retrieved. Those facts (or sen-
tences) are then provided to a summariz-
er LLM so that it can respond to the query
with this context (set of facts) in mind and
provide an accurate response to the query,
based on the data.

About the Author

Do you enjoy reading this column? Send
in your comments or feedback to the author
atshub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana
works as a Research Senior Software Engi-
neer at the IBM Almaden Research Center,
San Jose.

Al Olseen
State Farm Agent
3267 S White Road,
San Jose, CA 95148

Phone:(408) 274-4900
Hours: 9 am - 6 pm
(Lunch 1-2 pm)

Drive
home the
savings.

Call for competitive
Auto Insurance rates.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there”
CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm™

Supervisor may
leave for job in
New Mexico

Bernalillo County board votes to hire
Cindy Chavez as next county manager
By William Bellou
Publisher

anta Clara County Supervisor Cindy
S Chavez could be leaving the Bay Area

for a new job leading Bernalillo Coun-
ty in New Mexico after serving decades in
public service.

The Bernalillo County Board of Commis-
sioners voted last week 3-2 to hire Chavez
as the next county manager. Bernalillo Coun-
ty, which includes the city of Albuquerque,
is the most populated county in New Mexi-
co with more than 672,000 residents.

Chavez, who terms out at the end of the
year, still would have to accept the offer and

Cindy Chavez could be leaving the Bay Area for
New Mexico. File photo San Jose Spotlight.

pass a background check.

In 1998, she was elected to the San Jose
City Council, and she was reelected in 2002.
Several years after her failed 2006 mayoral
bid in San Jose, she became the head of the
South Bay Labor Council, and later the exec-
utive director of labor

AmadenTitnes

THANK
YOU

for being a longtime
reader of this paper

We appreciate your continued
support of our local journalism.

AmadenTimes

think tank Working
Partnerships USA. She
won a special election
for the District 2 seat
on the Santa Clara
County Board of Super-
visors, where she has
represented parts of
downtown and East
San Jose. In 2022, she
made another run for
the San Jose mayor’s
office, but ultimately
lost to current Mayor
Matt Mahan.
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I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex
(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in
International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

ED G

SPRING SPECIALS!
Gall us for details

LOOK!1?Y
FREE

Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!

Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!
Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

» Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior

e Drywall Repairs
* Handyman Services
We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!

30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686

Insured & Bonded

TEL: (408) 281-7500

www.faithpainting.com

Faith —,

R &

Painting 7 (¥

Mausoleum Crypt for sale

Reflections Mausoleum
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all
transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

S

408-270-0850
No Shoe is Ever Too 0ld!

2

Mo

">T|F\

Mon-Fri
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 = 270-0850

Hours:
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Call to place your
ad today!

408-494-7000

Electrical Contractor

San Jose, CA 95125

1090 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 10

Electrical Contractor
Commercial - Residential
* Custom homes * Remodels * Lighting
* Main Panel upgrades * Car chargers
Over 25 years in business

COMMERCIAL

Lighting and Power Specialists

Telephone: 408.591.3991
email: markhde@yahoo.com

Mark Herriman
Lic. #C10738461

RESIDENTIAL

)

7

LIVING HOPE

https://www.
livinghopeam.org
Village Square Branch
Library (4001 Ever-
green Village Square
San Jose, CA 95135).
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Worship Service and
Dinner” (Community
Room) 10/29/23 at
3:00pm. “Bible Study”
(Group Study Room)
every Saturday at
12:00pm

OUR MISSION: Evan-

gelizing our community

and the world with the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
ing ministers on how to :

OUR MINISTRY: Train-

use their love for God

to reach those in need
of His love.

OUR PASSION: Trans-

community with God’s
love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN

6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.

Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful

¢ followers of Jesus

¢ Christ. Through wor-

+ ship, study, fellowship
i and outreach, we strive
APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES ;L Nurture and grow a
¢ strong faith community
: of believers, a family of
¢ all ages, where each

: member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued

: and empowered to

¢ serve. Children are

i especially welcomed

+ and cherished as an

: important part of God's
: family.

!

' [\el:reen Islamic Center

Qo7

CENTER (EIC)

i http://www.eicsan-

¢ jose.org

i 2486 Ruby Ave,
e o ¢ San Jose CA 95148.
formlng lives within our S (408) 239-6668

: "As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
: the English meaning is
: "Peace be upon you".

: Q) What is Islam, who
i are Muslims, and what
: is the Quran?

The Rev. Shelley Booth a)a{/sffnl‘ifi Eg::‘ and
i began in the 7th centu-
¢ ry. People who follow
i Islam are known as

¢ Muslims. The Quran is
¢ the Divine book that

guides Muslims to

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
: latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
¢ (swt) protect you and
2 your family".

: Please visit our website :
¢ to learn more. :

: HOLY SPIRIT

¢ CATHOLIC CHURCH

: Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-
i bers. If you are looking
+ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

+ invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-

munity. All are wel-

: come! We are located
Grace Church at 1200 Redmond
: _Pﬂq‘ of Evergreen :

: GRACE CHURCH OF

: EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

¢ 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

i Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

¢ Serving Evergreen for
: over 55 years.

i John Goldstein Pastor.
: john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
i better community.

: Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,

¢ Other classical Instru-
i ments.

¢ PreSchool, Ages 2-6

¢ Caring for your child

+ with God’s love and

: affection.

: Check our website for
i current activities.

Avenue, San Jose, CA

: 95120. Mass is cele-
i brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our
+ weekend Mass sched-
: ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
iam,11:30am.and6 :
: p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m. or by

: appointment. Our

¢ Parish Office is open

i Monday - Thursday

+ 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
i and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

: with someone in our

: parish office.

God. iy One
dJufex

: Rab Ik Hai

SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148

¢ in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guruwhoiis a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er' completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

i and learning. Sikhism

¢ is monotheistic and

: stresses the equality of
: all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

i God (praying), earning
¢ aliving by honest

: means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

i with others. Currently
. there are close to one
¢ million Sikhs living in

¢ the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

¢ living around the world.
i Sikhism is the 5th

: largest religion in the

i world. Atthe Gurd-

: wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome
: all. We pray daily for

i peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

¢ world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

: (food) in our kitchen

i which is open 365

+ days of the year and

i serves complementary
: vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
: enter our history room

¢ The word Sikh (see-kh) :
i means "disciple” or
: "student." A Sikh is a

: practitioner of the faith

founded in the 15th :
century by Guru Nanak :

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

: beautiful grounds.

: Learn more about us

i and community events
¢ we sponsor by visiting

¢ http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF

: ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

: 5111 San Felipe Rd.,
¢ San Jose, CA 95135
i 408-223-1562.

¢ www.stfrancisofas-

i sisi.com

+ or www.stfrancis

¢ ofassisipreschool.org
: We invite you to join

i our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

i green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-
¢ sive diverse communi-
i ty striving to serve as
: Disciples of Jesus

: Christ in the footsteps
+ of St. Francis, offering
¢ prayerful and joyful

: liturgies; evangeliza-

: tion, fellowship, and

: service opportunities to
: the community. We

: offer spiritual opportu-
i nities for all ages,

: including children's

: liturgy, dynamic

¢ E.C.H.0 - Jr. High,

¢ IGNITE - High School
¢ and North Star -Young
¢ Adult Ministries, along
: with small faith com-
i munities and opportu-
: nities to help the poor

on site and walk the

our website;

i and marginalized of

¢ San Jose. Our Pre-

+ school is the only

: Catholic Preschool

: offering quality family
: oriented service in the
: Evergreen and Silver
¢ Creek areas. Our

Chapel, Gathering Hall,

: Parish Office, Mission
: Center, Parish Gift

¢ Shop, Memorial Gar-

¢ den and Preschool are
: all located at 5111 San
: Felipe Rd. Please come :
i joinustoworshipat :
: one of the following

i times and locations:

i St. Francis of Assisi

: Chapel: Saturday

: 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
+ AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
: PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
: Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
i Youth Mass

¢ St. Francis of Assisi

: Gathering Hall

¢ Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
i day11:00AM, Igho

: Mass - Second Sunday
: of the month 12:30 PM :
+ Mt. Hamilton Grange -
i 2840 Aborn Road

¢ Sunday 9:30 AM

i The Villages Gated

: Community (Cribari

¢ Auditorium) Sunday

0\

8:15 AM

: For more information,

i please call or visit us at
: the Parish Mission

i Center open M-F 9:00

: AM -12:00 PM; 1:00

i PM - 4:00 PM. Come

: join us and share your
i presence with us so

: that together we may

: grow and share our

i gifts to help build God's
¢ Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

¢ THE POINT CHURCH
i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
¢ San Jose, CA 95148
i (408) 270-7646

: English Service:

¢ Sundays at 9:30 &

: 11:00 AM

+ Spanish Service:

: 11:00 AM

: Cambodian Service:
: 11:00 AM

: Cantonese Service:

11:00 AM

: Mandarin Service:

i 11:00AM

¢ Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):

: Every Saturday at 6:30
¢ PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com
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