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Art Matters - Father and son artists Kevin (r)
and Evan () Fitzgerald. See story on page 12.
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Annual GM report: Operations continues to thrive

General Manager John Viola, in giv-
ing his annual report on August 10, high-
lighted how investments in the
community continue to pay off.

Viola said he’s been speaking at As-
sociation annual meetings since 2016 or
2017, dating back to his volunteer service
as the Association’s treasurer and chief
financial officer, prior to becoming gen-
eral manager in 2019.

He said it was “the worst of times”
during those early addresses, following a
$1.6 million budget deficit, but better
times were ahead.

“The bulkheads, drainage and roads
[programs] were not on track. There was
no mailbox initiative. Golf, Aquatics,
Food and Beverage [and] Racquet Sports
all operated with losses,” Viola said.

Since then, a multiyear recovery pe-
riod has turned into an unprecedented
string of budget favorability and suc-
cesses.

“Last year I spoke about [Ocean
Pines] having something special here,
and I still believe that’s true,” Viola said.

Today, Viola said the Association has
an operating favorability, drainage
spending has increased, bulkheads and
roads replacement are part of an active
strategic plan, and membership revenue
isup 13%. He said the Association needs
to stay the course.

Viola said the Association has totaled
just over $7 million in budget favorabil-
ity since 2018. That money was rein-
vested and repurposed in the form of
maintenance to strengthen amenities
and beautify the Association, and public
safety to keep the community thriving.

“We put it back into the Association,”
Viola said.

Director of Business Administration
Linda Martin supplied an overview of
amenity and support operations over the
past fiscal year.

Martin said the Aquatics Department
has benefited from fresh blood in a new
Aquatics Director, Michelle Hitchens,
and the replacement of the splash pad at
the Swim and Racquet Club for $36,040.

Racquet Sports also got a new direc-
tor, Terry Underkoffler. Improvements
at the center included $25,000 worth of
maintenance to the pro shop, replaced
structural supports and new screens for
platform tennis, and safety measures in-
cluding a mold review and new line
striping and speed bumps. A renovation
of the Racquet Center is scheduled this
winter.

Martin said the Beach Club received
repaired and replaced decking, new

paint inside and out, and extra palm
trees this year.

Maintenance at the Yacht Club in-
cluded replacement of ceiling and floor
tiles and new paint throughout the build-
ing, and the tiki bar was expanded to en-
hance the customer experience at a cost
of $197,500.

The Yacht Club Marina was desig-
nated a Maryland Clean Marina for the
second straight year. Docks and decks at
both the Yacht Club and Swim and Rac-
quet Club marina were repaired, and
bathrooms were improved.

Phase one of a multiyear irrigation
project will soon start at the Golf Club,
with the initial phase estimated at
$934,000. Martin said the course also
benefited from a thatch management
project program, and the addition of a
new driving range building.

Recreation and Parks saw trail main-
tenance and several improvements to
the dog park, as well as a new recreation
pier and ADA kayak launch at Pintail
Park.

Extra lighting and security measures
were installed at the Veterans Memorial,
and a new pavilion will be built prior to
Veterans Day.

Support departments also con-
tributed.

Martin said Public Relations and
Marketing started a new podcast and se-
cured an annual sponsorship. The de-
partment oversaw the first electronic
sign, increased its social media reach, cut
expenses, and set a record for newsletter
advertising revenue.

Martin said safety was a major focus,
especially rebuilding the police force.

Two new officers were sworn in, two
cadets are currently in the academy, and
one graduated from the police academy
in December.

Maintenance efforts included 2,300
linear feet of bulkhead replacement, with
buoys being repaired and replaced
through Ocean Pines’ waterways. Three
miles of roads were paved at a cost of
$356,618.20.

Drainage investments, on top of nor-
mal annual maintenance, included ditch
maintenance and $210,637 in new pipe
liners. Martin said work was shared by
Public Works and outside contractors.
Over the last five years, the Association
has spent roughly $1 million on new
drainage improvements.

Beautification efforts included land-
scaping at the North and South gates,
new banners, new fountains at the north
gate, and increased holiday decorations.

The community also saw new and re-
placed entranceway signs, including the
iconic sail sign at the Yacht Club. Martin
said the Association continued phase one
of the mailbox replacement project,
which has included cleaning and replac-
ing mailbox pedestals.

She said operations worked with
Board advisory committees, at the direc-
tion of the Board, on projects ranging
from trail improvements to tree trim-
ming and new plantings.

On the customer service front, 1,380
Compliance, Permit and Inspection
(CPI) violations were initiated over the
last year — 900 more than the prior year.
More than 1,000 violations were closed
and just under 300 remain open. There
were also 1,424 new work orders and

1,236 closed orders.

Martin said there were 1,649 emails
received through the info@ocean-
pines.org email address, including 749
general questions, 484 about amenities,
209 about CPI issues, 191 on Public
Works, and 16 about drainage.

On the financial side, Viola said
budget favorability for the last fiscal year
was approximately $1.2 million. He rec-
ognized Finance Director Steve Phillips,
as well as the Budget and Finance Com-
mittee for their assistance.

Again, he said several years of invest-
ments into amenities is paying off.

“Golfis driving [the favorability], but
so are all our amenities,” Viola said. “We
have very good amenities, we build them
up, we support them, they’re turnkey ....
and they’re all positive.”

Viola said the Association has in-
vested in public safety through increased
salaries, a pension equivalent, and in-
vestments in the Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. He said public safety used to make
up roughly 20% of the budget — now it’s
closer to 40%.

“That money came from organic
growth, as well as expense reallocation,”
Viola said.

Reserve levels have risen to approxi-
mately $7 million, which Viola called “a
goldilocks situation.”

The budget favorability also helped
lower the assessment over the last sev-
eral years. The basic annual assessment
was $921 in 2018. It rose to $996 in
2022, and today is at an eight-year low
of $850.

“Again, I would term that a goldilocks
situation,” Viola said.
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FOPL offers end of summer concert

On Thursday, August 29 at 6:30 p.m. The Friends of the Ocean Pines Li-
brary will present “A Classical Concert for the End of Summer.” The one-hour
program, to be held at the Ocean Pines library, will feature seven regional
professional musicians on piano, flute, voice, oboe and also feature a flute
duet, a vocal duet and a piano duet. The concert is free with a good will of-
fering to be taken. All musicians have taught and played or sung with pro-
fessional orchestras, choirs and ensembles. Please notify friends, neighbors
and family and come relax and enjoy the music of Handel, Faure,
Tchaikowsky, Chopin, Andrew Lloyd Webber, Haydn, Pessard and others and
the talents of our musicians.

WCDC to host quarter auction

Worcester County Developmental Center (WCDC) will host a Quarter Auc-
tion on Tuesday, September 17 at their facility located at 8545 Newark Rd in
Newark.

Proceeds from the event will go toward purchasing mobile notebooks to help
direct care staff provide up-to-date support to clients daily.

Tickets are $10 each. Each ticket includes one paddle. Each additional pad-
dle can be purchased for $5. If you are unable to attend and would like to par-
ticipate, you can purchase an All in Paddle for $50.

Doors open at 5:30 pm with the auction beginning at 6 p.m. Bring your quar-
ters, but rolls of quarters will also be available for purchase. There will be a 50/50
raffle, a table of raffle items and vendors. Light refreshments and beverages will
be available for purchase. Limited WCDC merchandise will be for sale.

Tickets can be purchased at WCDC or on Eventbrite
at  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wecdc-quarter-auction-tickets-9-
80189612517?aff=oddtdtcreator.

Donations from local businesses are being sought in return for advertising at
the event. Donations can be sent to WCDC at P.O. Box 70 Newark, MD 21841.
If donation items cannot be mailed, please call and the item can be picked up. If
you have any questions, please contact Jen Smullen 443-497-3875.

All donations to the Quarter Auction are tax-deductible. Worcester County
Developmental Center, Inc. is exempt for federal taxes under section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code. A tax-exempt determination letter is available
to you upon request.

Spoken word artist Frohman
to perform at Wor-Wic

Wor-Wic Community College is inviting the public to a free event featur-
ing Denice Frohman, a Philadelphia-based poet and performer, on Friday,
September 6, at 6 p.m.

Frohman’s work has appeared in the New York Times, the Academy of
American Poets’ “Poem-A-Day,” “The BreakBeat Poets: LatiNext,” “Nepantla:
An Anthology for Queer Poets of Color” and elsewhere. A former Women of
the World Poetry Slam Champion, she has performed on hundreds of stages
from the Apollo Theater to the White House. Her poetry has been commis-
sioned by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, ESPN, Indeed, mitt, the City of
Philadelphia and others. Her work was featured as part of the # HereWeAre
campaign by Twitter to uplift women’s voices, which aired during the Acad-
emy Awards on national television in 2018. Currently, she is developing her
one-woman show, “Esto No Tiene Nombre,” which centers the oral histories
of Latina lesbian elders. She has received support from the Pew Center for
the Arts, Baldwin for the Arts, CantoMundo, Headlands Center for the Arts,
the National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures and the National En-
dowment for the Arts.

Frohman’s performance will take place at Guerrieri Hall on the college
campus, located at the corner of Walston Switch Road and Route 50 in Sal-
isbury. No registration is needed. The reading is a kickoff to an inauguration
celebration of Deborah Casey, Ph.D., that will encompass various events
through Sept. 20. Visit www.worwic.edu/inauguration for more information.

MARYLAND

Associal ron of

COUNTIES

Visit - Governor Wes Moore visited the Eastern Shore for the 2024 Maryland Associ-
ation of Counties Conference in Ocean City giving the closing remarks.“Our administra-
tion is data-driven and heart-led. That’s why we’ve been able to work together to invest
in proven programs that move Maryland forward — and ones that matter most to Mary-
landers,” said Moore. “The road ahead will be tough, but after connecting with so many
of our partners at this conference, | know we have what it takes to secure Maryland'’s fu-
ture and win the decade.”Photo by Chip Bertino.

OPA, OPVFD give brief
update on South Fire Station

During the Annual Meeting Au-
gust 10, Ocean Pines Association
General Manager John Viola high-
lighted construction of a new South
Fire Station among the top upcoming
initiatives.

The Ocean Pines Board in July ap-
proved a new memorandum of un-
derstanding with the Ocean Pines
Volunteer Fire Department, including
provisions for fire protection and
EMS services, funding of the Fire De-
partment by OPA, and construction of
a new South Fire Station.

Viola said he recently met with
OPVFD President Joe Enste to dis-
cuss the project.

“We’ve had many meetings, [and]
I believe we’re on track,” Viola said.
“I've seen a lot of positive work. It’s
been a very constructive time.”

Enste said there have been several
productive meetings recently, both
with Ocean Pines, and with OPVFD
leadership and membership.

“We are making a lot of great
progress,” he said. “We’re going
through the initial phases of getting

everything sketched out [and] making
sure that we have all the needs cov-
ered in the drawings.”

Enste said OPVFD officials are
making a list of their needs for the
building, so those can be incorporated
in the design, and so members of the
community can eventually see those
designs.

“It’s been a pleasure working with
OPA, going through this whole entire
process,” he said. “There’s ups and
downs with anything and we’re learn-
ing how to work together, so it’s really
a great learning experience for myself
and Chief [Joey] Widgeon, as well as
the rest of the fire department.”

Enste thanked Viola, as well as As-
sociation President Rick Farr, the
Ocean Pines Board, and the support
team.

Widgeon also thanked OPA staff
and Board members.

“Everything is going good,” he
said. “I do appreciate everything
going smoothly, and hopefully we’ll
have a new firehouse within a couple
of years.”
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Commentary

Worcester County is being disrespected

By Chip Bertino,
Worcester County Commissioner

Worcester County continues to be
negatively impacted by decisions of
the state legislature and state agencies
that are usurping local autonomy and
threatening our community’s way of
life. It’s a frustrating situation.

Individualism and determination
have illuminated the spirit of Worces-
ter County for nearly three centuries.
We are blessed with unsurpassed nat-
ural resources: the golden sands of
our beaches, the fertile soils of our
fields, our bays and rural landscapes.
They define our community and
beckon those from beyond our bor-
ders.

Our county is small in comparison
to its neighbors. Our year-round pop-
ulation is less than one percent of the
entire state. However, our visitor
spending share is third highest in the
state. Each summer our county gener-
ates $2.5 billion in tourist spending,
which accounts for more than 13% of
statewide visitor spending annually.

Each year more than eight million
visitors are attracted to what Worces-
ter is, what Worcester has created.
Whether it is dining on fresh seafood
and locally grown produce, imbibing

shore craft beer and local wines,
searching for seashells, paddleboard-
ing or fishing, Maryland’s Coast cre-
ates lifetime memories.

We know tourists can go other
places. Delaware and New Jersey
beaches are to the north. Virginia and
the Carolinas are to the south. All nice
destinations, but they don’t offer what
Worcester does — a more relaxed way
of life, a natural beauty, and an econ-
omy and environment that Worcester
has worked hard to protect and pro-
mote.

Our county is founded on three
economic drivers: tourism, which
generates state and local revenues;
commercial and recreational fishing,
which are served by the West Ocean
City harbor, the only commercial har-
bor in the Mid-Atlantic region with
ocean access; and finally, agriculture,
which is dependent on healthy soil to
grow crops and to nourish livestock
that feed the county, the state, and the
nation.

Today, all three of Worcester
County’s primary economic drivers
that earn billions of dollars for the
state treasury, that employ thousands
of workers here and across the state
and nation, and that attract millions
of tourists annually are falling prey to

greedy, external predators.

Concerns and requests made by
the County Commissioners for assis-
tance and input have been ignored re-
peatedly by those most in a position to
help and by the institutions of gov-
ernment that so far have smiled upon
the promises of foreign business in-
terests that rely heavily on taxpayer
subsidies to fund their uncertain
startups, while turning a blind eye to
the disastrous consequences that re-
sult locally.

Our seaside horizon has been auc-
tioned for windfarms. Wind turbines
— that tower nearly three times the
height of the Statue of Liberty above
the ocean surface and stretch the
length of one and a half football fields
per turbine — are proposed to be
erected within sight of Ocean City’s
coast.

The impact of these monstrous
structures should prick the conscience
of all of us who value the splendor of
the environment. Testing procedures
are wreaking havoc on fragile aquatic
life. Dead whales on the beach. Dis-
oriented dolphins washing ashore.
The threat to horseshoe crabs, which
are critical to cancer and other med-
ical research, is said to be unknown.

How will endangered sea turtles,

sturgeon, and right whales survive the
navigational impacts of the electro-
magnetic fields generated by the un-
derwater transmission lines? I believe
they will be irreparably harmed.

The negative impact on our fishing
industry is unconscionable. Plans to
construct an oversized concrete pier
in the West Ocean City harbor — es-
tablished specifically as a commercial
marine zoning district in 1999 — will
obliterate local fishing industries.

Like many rural counties across
the state, Worcester’s farmlands are
under attack. The state is approving
solar fields for large companies while
denying the rights of local govern-
ments to apply their own zoning codes
that reflect local values, objectives,
and ways of life. Fertile farmlands are
being plowed under by major compa-
nies who seek unfettered profits on
historically low-taxed fields.

The people of our county are being
disrespected by entities outside our
county that are forcing their will upon
us without regard to local ramifica-
tions. Finding a cooperative path for-
ward that respects Worcester
County’s way of life, environment and
commerce has been offered by County
officials. To date, unfortunately, we
have been ignored.

Legal report: no litigation and
$144,000 in collections

Included in the Ocean Pines An-
nual Meeting reports on August 10
were an overview of legal services by
law firm Ayres Jenkins Gordy & Al-
mand, and the yearly audit report
from UHY LLP.

Attorney Bruce Bright of Ayres
Jenkins Gordy & Almand spoke on
the firm’s history and current duties
with Ocean Pines, while Chris Hall
summarized the annual audit process.

Bright said the firm was founded
in 1973 and includes eight partners,
three associates and 11 full-time sup-
port staff.

The firm has represented the
Town of Ocean City since 1983, and
currently represents the Town of
Snow Hill and Worcester County
Board of Education, along with sev-
eral other homeowners’ associations.

“We'’re very proud and pleased to
have been given the opportunity to
represent Ocean Pines,” Bright said.

He said the firm was appointed to
serve Ocean Pines in May 2023.
Bright serves as general counsel with
assistance from Maureen Howarth,
the former attorney for both Worces-
ter and Wicomico counties, along
with other partners, associates and
staff as needed.

The firm provides general legal
advice to the Board, general manager
and the various departments of the
Association, and engages with con-
tract negotiations, litigation and
delinquent assessments and other vi-
olations. Bright noted the Association
had previously contracted with a sec-
ond firm for both collections, and
Compliance, Permit and Inspections

(CPI) violations.

“We handle employment issues,
compliance and regulatory issues,
and really all other legal matters and
needs that arise for OPA,” he said.
“We’re trying to be a one-stop shop
for all the legal needs of Ocean Pines,
rather than Ocean Pines having to use
more than one firm, as it has in the
past.”

Over the past year, he said the firm
helped revise the CPI process by
“making it clearer, more linear and
easier to understand.” He said the
process also now complies with new
state laws.

Bright said there were also im-
provements to the process of collect-
ing unpaid assessments.

“The collections are getting to our
office a bit earlier than in the past,” he
said, adding the firm has taken some
of the administrative burden from As-
sociation staff.

Between Aug. 1, 2023, and July 15,
2024, Bright said collections have to-

taled more than $144,000.

“This service that we provide is at
no cost to OPA, because when we col-
lect the unpaid assessment, we also
collect the attorney fee that goes along
with that,” he said.

Bright said the firm assisted with
the new memorandum of under-
standing between Ocean Pines Asso-
ciation and the Ocean Pines
Volunteer Fire Department, which he
called “a very important step toward
the future.” The firm also aided in the
contract extension for General Man-
ager John Viola, along with several
recent revisions to Ocean Pines gov-
erning documents.

“I’'m happy to report that, in the
year that we’ve been general counsel,
there’s been no litigation against the
OPA,” Bright said, adding, “We've
been able to reduce overall legal fees
for the OPA for the fiscal year 2023-
2024, as compared to prior years.”

Also during the meeting, Hall sup-

please see report page 15



Page 6 The Courier August 21, 2024

& Commentary

By Joe Reynolds
OceanPinesForum.com

Dump internet voting

It is amazing how the OPA Board of
Directors election process has waffled
back and forth regarding Internet vot-
ing.

The first use of Internet voting took
place when Colette Horn was OPA
president during the 2022 election.
Subsequent issues related to so-called
“weighted” ballots required by the
election contractor for owners of mul-
tiple lots created havoc, resulting in as
many as 200 or more valid ballots not
counted in an election where about 13
votes decided a board seat.

The entire election committee re-
signed. A new committee was ap-
pointed with a fair number of
association members concerned over
the appointment process. Eventually,
the committee was formed under the
capable chairmanship of Tom Piatti.

The committee recommended, and

the board under the presidency of
Doug Parks agreed, that the 2023 elec-
tion would not include Internet voting.

In a supplemental report from the
Elections Committee issued on Janu-
ary 19, 2023, Piatti wrote: “Based on
the processes OPA underwent and our
in-depth research, the EC (Election
Committee) desires to not just tempo-
rarily suspend online voting, but to
discontinue online voting altogether.
The results of online voting cannot be
audited.”

Piatti correctly pointed out that In-
ternet voting requires OPA to “trust”
totally in any company handling Inter-
net voting. He wrote, “Perhaps ‘trust’
is why we do not vote electronically in
Federal elections. Thus the EC cannot
ensure a secure, safe and valid online
and phone-in option for voting. Ho-
wever, that is not the case with paper

ballots that can be tabulated by scan-
ning or secured in the Admin Bldg.
and rescanned and/or manually re-
counted or both if election results are
challenged.”

So, what happened in the recent
2024 election? The Election Commit-
tee and/or the board ignored the rec-
ommendation regarding the
elimination of Internet voting. Noth-
ing new, absolutely nothing, regarding
the very valid concerns over trust orig-
inally addressed by Piatti has changed.

Internet voting is of little signifi-
cance unless the election results are
very close. That was certainly not the
case this year. However, in any elec-
tion with very close results, or if a can-
didate challenges the results, any
recount could only be done with paper
ballots.

By any reasonable measure, the
election contractor, MK Elections in
Pittsburgh, performed a professional
job counting the paper ballots this
year. Association members could view
the process via an online ZOOM call
that, as a practical matter, added
nearly $7,000 to the cost of the elec-
tion.

Interestingly, an MK Elections
manager commented that they could

do the counting right here in Ocean
Pines. The counting and scanning pro-
cess took a few hours with several MK
people and several hired “temp
workers.”

The OPA Board of Directors should
consider eliminating Internet voting.
Bring the entire paper-ballot-con-
tracted counting operation back to an
OPA facility where Election Commit-
tee members can supervise the process
- as they are charged to do. Allow ob-
servation of the process by association
members - something long sought by
many individuals over a decade or
more, including former board member
Slobodan Trendic. Eventually gained,
the in-person observation option for
association members ended when the
process was moved to the West Coast
two years ago.

Return the OPA election process to
the KISS principle. Allow only paper
ballots. Have a qualified contractor
count the returned ballots in an OPA
facility, allowing association members
to observe. Most importantly, this
would permit a full recount or verifi-
cation of every ballot cast in the event
of a close vote or an election result
challenge as allowed in OPA’s govern-
ing documents.

Thank you!

Special thank you to the two diligent women and two teens who found

my missing cell phone on an asphalt drive near the Ocean Pines Southgate
Pond. What kind role models demonstrating a good deed. And the time and
trouble that they have saved me is immeasurable!

ﬂﬁ Courier

On August 21, 2004, American swimmer Michael Phelps won his eighth
medal of the 2004 Athens Olympics in spite of sitting out his
eighth scheduled event, the final of the 4 x 100-meter medley
relay. Phelps left Athens with six gold and two bronze medals.
His eight total medals tied him with Soviet gymnast Aleksandr Di-
tyatin for the most medals ever won by a competitor at a single
Olympic Games.

Thanks again,
Judy Davis

The

Courier

School sports participation continues to grow. According to the
High School Athletics Participation Survey, conducted by the
National Federation of State High School Associations for the
2022-2023 school year, participation in high school sports

was quite high. A total of 7,851,833 girls and boys were in-
volved in school sports during the 2022-2023 academic year.
That number marked an increase of 232,779 participants
from the previous school year. Among the surveyed partici-

pants, the most popular boys’ programs were football and out-
door track and field. For girls, the most popular programs were outdoor
track and field and volleyball.
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The woes of upkeep

“Wishing doesn’t make it so.”
Easy to utter; difficult to learn.

As any homeowner knows own-
ing a house is more than paying a
mortgage and the utility bills. It’s
about upkeep. Or at least it should

Finally, I gave in and decided to
fix the step. What I thought would
take just a half hour at most wound
up taking several hours as I had to
replace a riser, remove several patio
blocks to get to the base of the steps
and had to spend 45 mi-

By Chip Bertino

It’s All About. . .

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com

nutes looking for the bits
to my electric screw-
driver. That’s the prob-
lem with upkeep. It’s
never as easy as you think
it will or should be.

By the time I was done

be about upkeep. I think about up-
keep many times as I lazily flop on
the sofa to watch television or read
a book.

I know that upkeep is out there
and it’s important but I often find
ways to put it off to another time.
So successful have I become at this
that at times I've convinced myself
that wishing actually does make it
so. That by believing the gutters are
clean, they actually are and I don’t
have to climb the ladder, get on the
roof and keep from falling while re-
moving collected leaves and pine
needles. Despite evidence to the
contrary and my wife’s subtle com-
ments that we have trees sprouting
in the gutters, I happily continue on
my merry way with nary a care in
the world.

Usually, it takes a rainstorm to
jostle me from denial. As I sitin the
sunroom and watch the rain water
cascade off the roof like a waterfall
it is then that I know I have to clean
the gutters.

There are a number of other
projects around my house that I
know require attention. Some are
easier than others yet I find, just
like with the gutters, that when I
have spare time, I'd rather do some-
thing else like go out on my boat.

You would think that after all
these years I'd learn that this frame
of mind accomplishes nothing. You
would think that, but you would be
wrong. For instance, for more than
a year I knew I had to repair a step
on the back deck. Each time I used
the steps I would say to myself, “I
really need to fix this.” Then as
soon as I went through the back
door the thought would completely
pass. That is until the next time I
used the steps and nearly tripped.

I was perspiring as if I
had run a marathon which proves
household upkeep is too demand-
ing.

Over the years we have allowed
stuff (more accurately junk) to col-
lect behind our garage. We practice
“out of sight, out of mind.” It really
was a mess so I finally ventured
back there one Saturday morning
and began cleaning it up. Before I
could actually get to the junk that I
intended to throw out, I spent two
hours removing leaves that had col-
lected over time.

About two weeks ago I had to re-
place the handle of the toilet in the
hallway bathroom. It had actually
broken four weeks before that and
required removing the porcelain top
in order to flush. But because it
wasn’t the bathroom I use I felt no
rush to fix it. But when I finally did
attempt to fix it, I had to make two
different trips to the hardware store
to get the right parts. What should
have taken 15 minutes took two
hours and a break at McDonald’s.

I love my home and I know that
maintenance and upkeep are impor-
tant. But I'd gladly pay a few dollars
more a month to my mortgage com-
pany if they would send someone
out to handle such things as paint-
ing the trim around the garage door
or pulling the weeds that grow be-
tween the bricks in the front walk-
way.

E-subscribe FREE to
The Courier and get it
delivered to your com-

puter each week!
www.delmarvacourier.com

15% off Birdhous

Sale ends 8/31/24

OPEN
Tuesday-Saturday
10 am -5 pm

South Gate Ocean Pines
11312 Manklin Creek Rd.
Berlin, MD 21811

410-208-1479

Follow us on facebook @ mybackyard.oceanpines

Tom Bole
302-316-6565
tbole@averyhall.com

INSURANCE SOLUTIONS FOR TODAY'S WORLD “‘

33195 Lighthouse Road, Unit 11 | Selbyville, DE 19975

AveryHall.com f@Mm- i
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Farr highlights FY24 Board accomplishments

During the August 10 Annual
Meeting, Ocean Pines Association
President Rick Farr highlighted
Board of Director accomplishments
over the last fiscal year and thanked
the many staff and volunteers who
helped make those possible.

Among the biggest achieve-
ments, he said, was lowering assess-
ments while continuing to support
and improve Association amenities.

“That’s a collective effort with
the Board, as well as the GM and his
staff to make sure we’re making the
right decisions in the best interest of
all membership,” he said.

Speaking of the GM, Farr said
the Board met one of its top prior-
ities when it signed John Viola to a
four-year contract extension.

The Board also approved a new
memorandum of understanding
with the Ocean Pines Volunteer Fire
Department.

“That is historic,” Farr said. “The
Board worked well with the leader-
ship of the Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment to make this MOU come to
realization and [become] the next

step in furnishing a new firehouse
that’s going to protect the com-
munity.”

The Board further supported
public safety by increasing police
salaries and approving the purchase
of two new police cars.

In aiding amenities, Farr said the
Board approved the first phase of a
multiyear plan to replace the aging
irrigation system at the Golf Course.

“We’re a destination Golf Course
and it continues to be improved,”
Farr said.

Farr said an expanded Yacht
Club tiki bar will help enhance the
customer experience and boost
revenue.

He said the Board also approved
Racquet Sports building ren-
ovations and funding for new clay
courts, along with hiring new direc-
tors for Racquet Sports and
Aquatics.

The Board approved a refresh of
the Beach Club interior, the first
electronic sign in the community,
and a new kayak launch at Pintail
Park. Other park improvements in-

cluded increased handicapped ac-
cessibility at playgrounds, and ad-
ditions to the dog park.

Board backed beautification ef-
forts focused throughout Ocean
Pines, but especially at the iconic
North Gate, Farr said. He credited
Viola for the eye-catching field of
sunflowers currently in bloom.

The Board oversaw more aggres-
sive collection of past assessments,
bringing back $140,000 at no cost
to Association members. Invest-
ments in drainage continued, as did
annual road resurfacing.

Farr said the Board approved
changes to several government doc-
uments, including those on advisory
committee policy, and the Budget
and Finance and Elections commit-
tees.

Farr thanked prior Association
President and current Parliamen-
tarian Doug Parks, current Board
members, Assistant Secretary Linda
Martin, and all the administrative
staff.

He also recognized committee
members for working through their

o

BE PREPARED FOR FALL WITH
PERSONALIZED PHYSICAL THERAPY

Scheduling patients for gym-based and aquatic physical

therapy, pelvic floor therapy, balance/vestibular, and

sports medicine. Skip the clinic: We now offer in-home

respective liaisons to recommend
new ideas and bring up important
issues to the Board and Ocean Pines
operations.

“I really do appreciate the time
and effort for your volunteerism.
It’s very important for the Associa-
tion,” he said.

NAACP to meet

The Worcester County NAACP
monthly meeting will be on August 22
at7 p.m. This is a general membership
meeting to be held at the Berlin 50+
Center located at 10129 Old Ocean City
Blvd. in Berlin.

The NAACP Executive Committee
will meet an hour earlier at 6
p-m. Phone 410-213-1956 for more in-
formation.

E-subscribe FREE to

The Courier and get it
delivered to your
computer each week!

AQUACARE

PHYSICAL THERAPY

WHEN YOU'RE HERE,

physical therapy appointments! YOU'RE FAMILY.

Call 443-513-3910 or go to www.aquacarephysicaltherapy.com
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An Award-Winning Assisted Living Community for Any Lifestyle

| JJ
JOHN B. PARSONS

HARRISON SENIOR LIVING

6.\'!

SUMMER MOVE-IN SPECIAL ,Receive 1 FREE MONTH .

(ﬁ beautiful, stately mansion on

lovely landscaped grounds. The interior is
decorated with fine art and antiques that
complement the historic architecture and
add an elegant ambience.

Enjoy visiting cozy parlors and sunrooms
or spending the day on porches filled with
rockers with new friends and family.
Private senior rooms and suites of varying
sizes to fit your lifestyle.

Dine in an attractive, restaurant-style
setting where freshly prepared dishes from S ——

each day'’s professionally planned menu ASSIbTED LI\/H\](J ° MEMORY CARE

are served by friendly staff.

Lively and thoughtfully planned arts and entertainment events are offered daily for the residents’
enjoyment. Programs are designed to delight and educate as well as enhance cognitive abilities.

Residents continue their independent lifestyle in a safe and supportive environment providing superb
care and peace of mind.

JOHN B. PARSONS HARRISON SENIOR LIVING
300 Lemmon Hill Lane ® Salisbury, MD e 410-742-1432

Celebrating Over 50 Years of award winning care.
WWW.HARRISONSENIORLIVING.COM
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Trails & Waterways

Paddling the EA Vaughn Water
Trails of Chincoteague Bay

By Laura Scharle

The southern end of Worcester
County does not get enough credit. I've
spent almost my whole life living in
Maryland but until I moved to Worces-
ter, I had never even heard of the towns
of Pocomoke City or Snow Hill, let alone
the villages of Girdletree and Stockton.
But now that I've spent time hiking the
EA Vaughn Wildlife Area and paddling
Chincoteague Bay, southern Worcester
County needs to be on every outdoors-
man’s bucket list.

For those that follow this column,
you may recall the article that my coun-
terpart, Ralph Ferrusi, wrote about hik-
ing the EA Vaughn Wildlife Area back in
March. While he thoroughly covered
visiting by land, I recently got the
chance to visit by water.

After the remnants of Hurricane
Debby passed through our area, the
weather cleared up into perfect paddling
conditions. Not too hot, clear skies, and
super calm winds. I chose to launch
from Taylor Landing, located just east of
Girdletree on Chincoteague Bay. At the
landing, there is something rare - a
water trails map! There are very few of-
ficial water trails in Worcester County,
but this is one of them. I had launched
here before with my family to go clam-
ming and paddle around Mills Island,
but I had never before explored the
creeks that lead inland from the bay.

I set out with hopes to paddle the
Pikes Creek trail, a seemingly narrow,
super windy creek with lots of twists and
turns through the marsh. Please note
that although these are water trails
marked on a map, there is no signage
along the trails. I paddled south along
the edges of the marsh for about 1.5
miles to where the mouth of the creek
would be - or rather, should have been,
based on the trail map. Luckily, I only
had to backtrack about a half mile to
find the true entrance to Pikes Creek
and once I got in the creek, it was stun-
ning. Terrapins popped their heads
above the water, green herons soared
overhead, and a bobwhite called in the
distance. Conditions were so calm that
the pinkish-blue early morning skies re-
flected perfectly on the creek, even
though it was only a few yards wide.

I was paddling close to low tide
though, and I had to cut my exploration
of Pikes Creek short, as one section was
too shallow to navigate. I then decided

to head back and explore Scarboro
Creek instead. Scarboro is much wider
and is about two miles long, but it is still
quite shallow, and I was only able to
paddle about 1.5 miles before I had to
turn around. But the creek was still
packed with wildlife - double crested
cormorants, great egrets, great blue
heron, willets, and even more green
heron were enjoying the creek right
alongside me. I didn’t spot any turtles in
Scarboro Creek, but there were a few
splashes and wakes created by some-
thing, 'm assuming fish, just beneath
the water’s surface.

T also noticed some PVC pipes in the
wetland grasses, which, after a little in-

-

vestigating through the Maryland
Coastal Bays Program, I learned were
from some prior PhD research on marsh
elevations. And another PVC pipe on the
very edge of the marsh turned out to be
a data logger measuring water levels. It
was very cool to see that scientific con-
dition monitoring happens even in the
most remote place like this.

Another unique thing about the
mouth of Scarboro Creek is that there’s
an oyster farm lease. I've done a lot of
work promoting oyster farming for Vir-
giniaWaterTrails.org and I was thrilled
to see this in my home state.

After about two-and-a-half hours of
exploring, I had to head back to the
ramp and return to the real world. But I
will definitely be back on another day, at
high tide, to see the rest of Pikes Creek.

Laura Scharle enjoys all things out-
doors and is an avid kayaker. She re-
sides in Ocean Pines with her husband
and son. Laura developed www.Del-
marvaTrailsandWaterways.com to con-
nect people with trails, beaches, piers,
and public lands across the peninsula.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Mongolian city _ Bator

5. Coconut palms

10. Rounded knob

14. Japanese city

15. Type of sandwiches

16. A type of shape

17. Son of Shem

18. French modernist painter

19. Grandmother

20. Mammary gland of female
cattle

22. Hill or rocky peak

23. Secret political clique

24. Songs to one’s beloved

27. “Boardwalk Empire” actress
Gretchen

30. Father

31. Chinese philosophical principle

32. Restrict the number or amount of

35. Combined into a single entity

37. Brother or sister

38. Evil spirit

39. Materials in the earth’s crust

CLUES DOWN

1. Two-toed sloth

2. Cooking ingredient

3. Iranian city

4. Accuses

5. Corrie

6. Delivered a speech

7. Collection of sacred books
8. Theatrical

9. Very fast airplane

10. Arm bones

11. Ancient kingdom near Dead Sea
12. _ fide: legit

13. Gemstone

21. Counsels

23. Corporate bigwig

25. Cool!

26. Touch lightly

27. Small Milky Way constellation
28. Satirical website

29. Border lines

32. Soft drinks

33. Capital of Guam

. Partner to cheese

. Of the sun

. Baseball great Ty

. After B

. Place to relax on the beach
. Folk singer DiFranco

. Partly digested food

. Small dog breed

. Japanese honorific

. Salts

. Beard moss genus

. Mountain pass

. Type of sword

. Albanian language

. Metric weight unit

. Italian Seaport

. Longtime late night host
. Extremely angry

. Wading bird

. Days in mid-month

. Omitted from printed matter
. Upper body part

. Six-membered ring (chemistry)
. Bar bill

. Car mechanics group

. Notable Bill Murray character

. Health care for the aged

. Gurus

. A passage with access only at

one end

. Reduce

. Spy organization

. The upper surface of the mouth
. Plants of the lily family

. Type of reef

. Oral polio vaccine developer
. Mottled citrus fruit

. Lose

. Former Brazilian NBAer

. Baseball great Ruth

. __ Clapton, musician

. Chance

. Spanish soldier

. CNN’s founder

Answers for August 14




August 21, 2024 The Courier Page 11

ANNVAL DOSSIE SWIM 5

Renefits Worcester Count

S‘a'l'urdag S‘epi'ember 7+h
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companions ~

——
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10a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Cmall dogs under 20 Ibs.

10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
ALL Dogs @ -

Donations: 5" types of dog & cat items
& any monetary donations are accepted
" & apprecaited| P

QOur popular doggie swim
wraps vp our summer
season at Mumford's

Landing Pool.

Come take a swim

with your furry best
friend!

For more mformatlon call the Sports Core Pool 410.641.5255
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The Fitzgerald artis

By Elaine Bean

Kevin and Evan Fitzgerald are fa-
ther and son. Both are painters. Both
reside in Berlin. And both share a
studio in an old warehouse in
Newark. But on first glance, their art
seems to inhabit different worlds of
thought.

Kevin paints large, dreamy land-
scapes that make one recall the feel-
ing of land and the experience of
entering it. “Kevin Fitzgerald’s paint-
ing take the time that we don’t allow
ourselves,” Deborah McLeod, direc-
tor of Chromas Projects in Char-
lottsville, VA wrote. “They do the

hard work of patience, stillness, and
quietude for us.”

Evan Fitzgerald paints figura-
tively, showing people wearing elab-
orate headdresses made from various
animals and flowers. Evan said, “The
people I am depicting have adorned
themselves with so many things that
much of their face and even their vi-
sion has been obscured by the per-
sona they are aiming to embody.”

These two strongly individualistic

ant mattend ani mallend

artists have combined their talents
into one art exhibition during August
at the Ocean City Center for the Arts.
Entitled “Lasting Legacies,” the show
displays several works where the
artists painted on the same canvas as
well as individual pieces. This exhi-
bition hosted by the Art League of
Ocean City is the first time father and
son have collaborated on paintings
as well as the first time they have ex-
hibited together.

While their artistic approach
could not seem more diverse, they
are very similar in aim. Both are con-
cerned with exploring the earliest
phases of humans’ reactions to the
world around them
— the first emotional
reactions felt in a
dawning landscape;
the earliest aware-
ness of adornment
in the creation of
personae. These
early sensibilities
are with everyone,
and both painters -
in their own way -
are exploring the
connection.

The concept of
legacy is important
to both Kevin and
Evan, and they
named their show
“Lasting Legacies”
to not only empha-
size their own con-
nection as father
and son and the in-
tentional passing of
the torch, but also as
an honor to the pre-
vious generations of
Fitzgerald’s  who
were artists.

Represented in
the show are artworks from a family
legacy of artistic talent and produc-
tivity that goes back more than 100
years. John R. Fitzgerald, Kevin’s
grandfather and Evan’s great-grand-
father, was the first on an artistic
path, graduating from the Maryland
Institute College of Art in 1910.
Kevin’s mother and Evan’s grand-
mother, Frances Jeanette Fitzgerald,
attended the Corcoran School of Art
and Design and was also a painter.
Kevin and Evan both attended the

ant maitend

j=rd
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tic legacy lives on

Maryland Institute and went on to
receive master’s degrees from presti-
gious institutions.

Kevin’s paintings are
breathing capturings of place
[they] are very old souls with knowl-

“living,

edge to impart,” according to
McLeod. “They are imaginings of the
slow way that nature experiences it-
self, without human intrusion.”
Evan’s work is heavily influenced
by the Eastern Shore of Maryland,

depicting animals that are found lo-
cally. “For me, it is important for art
to communicate something about the
time and place that it was made,” he
said. “I will always have elements of
the Shore in my work partly for that
reason.”

The Fitzgerald exhibition runs
through August 31 at the Ocean City
Center for the Arts, 502 94™ St. bay-
side. www.OCart.org.
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Boar’s Head Meats

Ga G G

Serving Breakfast and Lunch

Pastries and Cookie Trays

410-208-0707

Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wednesday - Sunday

RTE. 589

O.P. South
Gate Entrance

Cree

c

£ OCEAN PKWY

A Bagel |“|
and..g;. =

Southgate - Ocean Pines
(Manklin Creek & Ocean Pkwy)




August 21, 2024 The Courier Page 13

Get Your
i~ Daytime &
Night Time

.:i".» - ")
$ ;,;"’R‘ - A [
® e - B e

R rmbands o.o..

¥ A [ 1Y
- n A

o N -

Y

Summer'Nights
| are Better at
Jolly Rogere

JollyRogerPark.com - At the Pier & 30th St. - 410-289-3477




Page 14 The Courier August 21, 2024

BREAKING NEWS!

HAMILTON

HAND o SHOULDER

EXPERTS IN THE... &

e SHOULDER
o ELBOW
* WRIST/HAND

Specializing in you!

OP: 410.208.3300
SBY: 410.742.3300 A

: R
»

HAMILTONHAND.COM

Chamber launches
National Civics Bee

The Worcester County Chamber of
Commerce in Ocean Pines announced
the launch of the 2025 National Civics
Bee, an initiative aimed at encourag-
ing more young Americans to engage
in civics and contribute to their com-
munities.

Hosted in partnership with The
Civic Trust of the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce Foundation, the competi-
tion in across Maryland’s Eastern
Shore will inspire middle schoolers to
become better informed about Ameri-
can democracy, to engage respectfully
and constructively in the community,
and to build greater trust in others and
institutions.

Middle school students in sixth,
seventh and eighth grades from public,
private, charter, and home schools are
invited to take part in the first-round
civics essay competition. After a panel
of judges reviews the essays, the top 20
students will be selected to advance to
their local competition: an in-person
live event featuring two rounds of
civics questions followed by a Q&A
round to test their civics knowledge.

Using natural gas
in your home or at
your business

can reduce your
carbon footprint.

Learn more at
sandpiper-energy.com

SANDP’PER‘

NERGY

The Worcester County Chamber of
Commerce in Ocean Pines will host its
local competition in the spring 2025.
The local finalists and top winners will
receive various prizes, including prizes
worth at least $500 for the first-place
student.

Participants in the National Civics
Bee will have the chance to gain recog-
nition for their civics knowledge and
skills and compete for prestigious
prizes throughout the competition.
The competition enables students to
explore issues that matter to their
communities, furthering their under-
standing of civic engagement and fos-
tering  responsible  citizenship.
Winners from each of the local compe-
titions across Maryland will be invited
to take part in the state finals. The
first-place winner of the state finals
will receive a trip to Washington, D.C.
to compete for prizes worth at least
$50,000 during the national champi-
onship in the Fall of 2025.

“This will be the very first time
Maryland’s Eastern Shore middle
schoolers will have the opportunity to
take part in this competition. We are
extremely proud to have been selected
by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Foundation and look forward to this
being an annual thing, said Kerrie
Bunting, President of the Worcester
County Chamber of Commerce in
Ocean Pines.

“Fostering a deep understanding of
civics and government among our
young students is critical to the vi-
brancy of democracy and civic life in
America. The National Civics Bee®
provides a unique platform for them to
not only showcase their knowledge but
also become active and engaged citi-
zens of the future,” said Hilary Crow,
vice president of civics at the U.S.
Chamber Foundation.

For more information on entering
the National Civics Bee on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore visit:
https://www.worcestercountycham-
ber.org/2024/08/14/56487/ or na-
tionalcivicsbee.org.

@/ ubscribe FREE to

The Courier and get it
delivered to your
computer each week!
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Wild Blue Yonder

I’ve always wanted to fly a flying box car

By Ralph Ferrusi

I'm an “airplane nut. I've loved
airplanes ever since I can remember. I
like to see them sailing through the
sky, read about them (I have a lot of
books), look at pictures of them and
go to air shows to see and take
pictures of them. An interesting
aside: I once took a flying lesson in a
Cessna. I expected to love it, but did
not like it at all: go figure.

In all my readings, and personal
encounters, anyone who joins the US
Air Force and wants to fly, surprise,
surprise, fly fighters, be they P-51
Mustangs back in the day, or F-100
Super Sabres, or F-22s. But,
everybody, for a lot of reasons, isn’t
qualified to fly fighters. So, many of
these folks end up in the next best
thing: in the left seat (or right seat) of
bombers, lumbering along, while the
spiffy fighters do S-turns up above.

I don’t think I've ever read of
anyone, or heard anyone say, that
they always wanted to fly
cargo/transport planes. “Boy, I've
always wanted to fly a C-82 Flying Box
Car.” And, how many C-82 Flying Box
Cars have you ever seen at an air
show, or in a War Birds book? Fighter

report
from page 5

plied the annual auditor’s report.

As the auditor, Hall said UHY au-
dits and renders an opinion on the As-
sociation’s financial statements each
year.

Hall echoed Bright’s sentiments
and said UHY attempts to be “a one-
stop shop,” offering a variety of audit-
ing and accounting services.

He said the auditing process starts
each April, with internal control docu-
mentation and risk assessments, and
continues through the spring and early
summer with inventory counts, bal-
ance sheet and income statement test-
ing of accounts and transactions, and
other fieldwork.

The process generally wraps up in
July with a review of the final fiscal-
year financial statements.

Once again, Hall said Ocean Pines
earned a “clean” and unmodified opin-
ion.

“That’s the highest level of assur-
ance that any accounting firm can on a
set of financial statements,” he said.

planes are glamorous. Bombers do
what has to be done to win wars. But
if it wasn’t for the unsung workhorse
transport planes, back there behind
the scenes, none of the bullets, bombs
or beans would get flown to where
they have to be.

I do have a bit of a history with
modern day transports. We once flew
to Quantico in a loud Marine Corps
KC-130 Hercules. And I once sat in
the radio operator’s seat in a 105%™
Airlift Wing C-5A, heading for
Lackland AFB, a Brigadier General in
the left seat, a full bird Colonel in the
right. I was like a kid on Christmas
morning when they pushed those
throttles forward.

Over the past several years we've
passed Dover Air Force Base many
times. For a long time, there were
lines of huge, grey C-5As parked on
the tarmac. They’'ve been replaced by
huge, grey C-17s. At the southern end
of the base there’s a big collection of
older cargo/transport planes parked
outside a big Air Mobility Command
Museum hangar.

One day we turned off Exit 91 on
DE1/US 113 and followed the brown
museum signs. Admission is free, and
after we parked I practically ran out of
the car towards the planes on display

on the tarmac. There are over 30
airlifters, refuelers, jets, helicopters,
gliders, a one-time Vice Presidential
jet, and a B-17G and C-47 inside a
hangar. Hey, isn’t that a C-97? And a
C-119? A huge C-124 Globemaster!
Wow, an A-26
Invader! A C-54 and
a Lockheed Super
Constellation.

The B-17G in the
hangar was one of
the last B-17s on
active duty in the
Air Force. In 1957, it
was retired to the
Air Force Museum
at Wright-Patterson
AFB, Ohio. It was
disassembled at the
museum and flown
to Dover in a C-5 in
1989. It was
restored over a seven-year period as
the 381st Bomb Group “Sleepy Time
Gal.” It’s a beauty.

The AMC museum C-47A Skytrain
was rejected by other museums as
“beyond salvage.” It’s been restored as
the World War II 61st Troop Carrier
Squadron “Turf & Sport Special” that
on D-Day, June 6, 1944 delivered
82nd Airborne Division paratroopers

Election results official, as

Board certifies 2024 OPA election

Ocean Pines Board members af-
firmed the results of the 2024 Board of
Directors election during a special
meeting on August 12.

Elections Committee Chairperson
Steve Ransdell said the results of the
voting were as follows:

Rick Farr: 1,933; Jeff Heavner:
1,868; Amy Peck: 1,270; Sherri Clif-
ford: 936; and, Jerry Murphy: 293.

The top-two vote-getters, Farr and
Heavner, each earned a three-year
term on the OPA Board. Both were in-
cumbents.

Ransdell said there were 19 blank
ballots, and 13 that were ruled invalid.

During the annual meeting on Au-
gust 10, Association Secretary and
Elections Committee liaison John
Latham thanked committee members
for their hard work.

“I wanted to make sure that we
congratulate Chairman Steve Ransdell

[and committee members] Cheryl Ja-
cobs, Fred Robinson, Patrick Lehnerd,
and Ken Petrini,” he said.

Latham also thanked outgoing
committee members, including former
Chairperson Tom Piatti, and members
George Alston, Tom Schwartz, and
Nanci Osborne.

“They handed off a playbook that
truly contributed to our success,” he
said.

Latham thanked General Manager
John Viola, Director of Business Ad-
ministration Linda Martin, Director of
Public Relations and Marketing Josh
Davis, Marketing Coordinator Nancy
MacCubbin, IT Manager Keith Cal-
abrese, IT Support Associate Howard
Webb, Administrative  Assistant
Michelle Lane-Ross, and Assessments
and Memberships Manager Ruth Ann
Meyer.

“I just want everyone to know that

to St. Mére-Eglise.

This was a great visit, and I was so
glad we finally stopped in to pay
homage to the Air Mobility
Command. If you're an airplane nut
and are ever near Dover Air Force

Base, stop in. You'll be glad you did.
Ralph Ferrusi is a World War I
aviation enthusiast. His all-time

favorite aircraft is the North
American P-51D Mustang. He has
actually flown in a P-51D, and, a B-
17G and B-25H. Born and raised in
New York, he and his wife currently
reside in Ocean Pines. Questions,
comments; rjferrusi@frontiernet.net.

this thing doesn’t happen in the back-
room,” Latham said. “There’s a lot of
moving parts, and we feel it was a very
successful election.”

Latham said committee members
would meet over the next few weeks to
discuss the election and make recom-
mendations for the following year.

“The goal, each year, is to try to
make it a little bit better,” he said.

Ransdell also spoke during the An-
nual Meeting, thanking Ocean Pines
voters.

“I wanted to thank the member-
ship for the great voter turnout,” he
said. “The number of ballots cast ... in
the last five years, it was the highest
that we’ve had.”

He added that 27.7% of votes were
cast online.

“Clearly, a large portion and a

please see results page 18
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Health Watch

Facts and myths about
imaging and radiation

By Brooke Williams
Director of Imaging Services
Atlantic General Hospital

Imaging tests are used to look inside
the body. They help doctors diagnose
conditions and determine the best treat-
ments. There are various types of imag-
ing tests, many of which use radiation.
The type of imaging recommended for
you will depend on the goal of the test,
your condition and the part of your body
being examined.

You should avoid all radiation. Myth.

We're exposed to radiation every day.
We get it from the air, outer space, the
ground and even the food we eat. Scien-
tists measure radiation in millisieverts
(mSv). It’s estimated that the average
person in the U.S. receives a dose of about
3 mSv per year just through natural
means.

For comparison, the radiation you re-
ceive from an x-ray of your ankle is 0.001
mSv. That’s equal to 3 hours of natural
radiation. A CT scan of your lungs im-
parts 1.5 mSv, or the equivalent of six
months of natural radiation. Even that
amount is considered a very low health
risk.

If you need imaging that uses radia-
tion, the radiologist will ensure that
you're exposed to the lowest amount pos-
sible for an effective test.

All imaging tests use some form of
radiation. Myth.

Plain x-rays, CT scans and nuclear
scans use radiation. But ultrasound and
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)
scans don't.

An ultrasound uses sound waves to
create an image. MRIs use a large mag-
net and radio waves.

Imaging tests that use radiation are
considered safe. Fact.

Many activities we think of as safe—
like taking a walk—carry some degree of
risk. Similarly, imaging tests that use ra-
diation are considered safe. Radiologists
use the lowest radiation possible to get ef-
fective images.

Still, you want to minimize your ex-
posure to radiation when possible. If
you're worried that your imaging test will
expose you to unnecessary radiation, dis-
cuss your concerns with your doctor or
the radiologist. Maybe you've had a sim-
ilar test done recently that could provide
the information they need. Or you may
have the option of a different test that
wouldn’t expose you to radiation.

Radiation tests can make you infer-
tile. Myth.

Very high radiation doses can harm
eggs or sperm. But the amount of radia-
tion used in diagnostic radiology is very
low.

You can lower your risk from an im-
aging test by letting your doctor know if
you are—or think you could be—preg-
nant before having the procedure. Your
doctor might want to postpone or mod-
ify it to lower the amount of radiation
you'll receive.

How does AGH practice radiation
safety?

Atlantic General Hospital assures ad-
herence to federal, state and local regula-
tions regarding the safe and effective
provision of ionizing radiation-based im-
aging examinations to our population.
Our practices are evaluated to ensure ex-
posure to ionizing radiation is minimized
to patients and associates.

Dosimeter badges track occupational
radiation. These badges must be worn at
all times by associates (OR surgeons, OR
Nurses, OR techs, Imaging, RCCC...)
working in an environment that emits ra-
diation. If an associate exceeds monthly,
quarterly or annual dose limits then cor-
rective action is taken.

As Low as Reasonably Achievable
(ALARA) is the guiding principle in radi-
ation safety. It means making every rea-
sonable effort to prevent unnecessary
exposure as well as overexposure.

Patient shielding will occur as long
the shield does not obstruct the part
being imaged. For example; using a thy-
roid shield for a chest x-ray may obstruct
the patients’ lung apices thus requiring a
repeat exam resulting in double radia-
tion.

Imaging gently/ Imaging wisely
pledge - Online pledge and annual edu-
cation completed by imaging employees
that work in radiation.

PowerShare - Secure electronic shar-
ing of patient images to a facility, physi-
cian or to the patient may reduce repeat
testing/radiation. The most common fa-
cilities that we send to are: TidalHealth,
Peninsula Imaging, Peninsula Orthope-
dics, Beebe, Johns Hopkins, Chesapeake
Urology, BayHealth, Children’s National.

Annual Physicist Testing - All equip-
ment is registered with the Maryland De-
partment of the Environment (MDE) and
tested annually by a physicist.

DC bus trip planned

The Art League of Ocean City an-
nounces a bus trip on Wednesday, Oct.
16 to the Smithsonian American Art
Museum and National Portrait Gallery
in Washington, D.C.

Jennifer Carter, the Art League’s
Robinson Fellow and herself a work-
ing artist, will guide the tour. The tour
will begin at the National Portrait
Gallery and include exhibitions such
as “Brilliant Exiles: American Women
in Paris, 1900-1939,” “Star Power:
Photographs from  Hollywood’s
Golden Age,” an installation about
19"-century activist and Eastern Shore
native Frederick Douglass, and Oprah
Winfrey’s commissioned portrait.

After the guided tour, guests may
spend the day exploring modern and
contemporary art at the Smithsonian

American Art Museum where exhibits
include Tuan Andre Nguyen “The Is-
land,” “Sightlines: Chinatown and Be-
yond,” and “Artist to Artist” pairings.
Guests may also enjoy lunch in the
Courtyard Café. The Smithsonian
American Art Museum and National
Portrait Gallery are linked together,
making for easy exploration.

The bus will depart the Ocean City
Center for the Arts, 502 94™ St. at 8
a.m. on October 16, and leave the Mall
in Washington, D.C. at 4:30 p.m. to re-
turn to the Arts Center that evening by
8 p.m. Tickets are $89 for Art League
members and $110 for non-members.
Tickets are available at
OCart.org/events or by call 410-524-

9433-

Safe boating course offered

The Ocean City Power Squadron, a
unit of the United States Power
Squadrons, will present a comprehen-
sive safe boating course beginning
Monday, August 26.

This is an three-session course and
will be given on three consecutive
nights at the Ocean Pines library start-
ing on Monday, August 26 and contin-
uing on August 27, and 28. This
includes a review and exam on the last
night. Registration can be made on-
line at alpaughmt@gmail.com. The
course will run from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
each night.

There is a $25.00 fee for the course
material. Middle and High school stu-
dents age 18 and under can take the
course, including materials, for free.

Anyone born after July 1, 1972, is

required to satisfactorily complete a
safe boating class to operate a recre-
ational vessel or personal watercraft in
Maryland. (January 1, 1978 in
Delaware). Successfully completing
this class also satisfies the require-
ments nationwide.

This course covers basic boat han-
dling, rules of the road, navigation,
federal and state regulations, aids to
navigation, and required equipment,
among other topics.

Statistics show that in 82 percent of
boating fatalities, the captain had no
formal boating education. The Ocean
City Power Squadron encourages all
boaters to complete a boating safety
class.

For information and early registra-
tion, call 302-218-9474.
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SCREENING COLONOSCOPY...
MADE JUST A LITTLE EASIER

-

TO GET STARTED, JUST
CALL 410-641-9257

Or, fill out our secure
form online:
agh.care/colonoscopy

> Qur nurse navigator will
review your medical history to
make sure you qualify

> Then you will receive a
follow up phone call to
schedule your colonoscopy

That's all there is to it!

WITH THE OPEN ACCESS COLONOSCOPY
PROGRAM

Now individuals of average risk who are due for screening can skip the office visit
with a gastroenterologist before their colonoscopy.

agh.care/colonoscopy

EXPERT CARE. EVERY DAY.
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Scholarships ease the path
from Wor-Wic to UMES

The University of Maryland Eastern
Shore and Wor-Wic Community College
have renewed an agreement that creates
a financial incentive for recent graduates
of the two-year school in Salisbury to con-
tinue their studies 17 miles south in
Princess Anne.

Dr. Heidi M. Anderson, president of
UMES, and Deborah Casey, Ph.D., pres-
ident of Wor-Wic, signed a memoran-
dum of understanding that provides
every Wor-Wic graduate continuing their
education at UMES with $3,500 annually
toward their in-state tuition bill for up to
six semesters at the university. In addi-
tion, three Wor-Wic applicants will qual-
ify for a full-ride Presidential Scholarship
worth $8,585 annually. As an added in-
centive, the application fee is waived for
Wor-Wic students applying to UMES.

“Education has a transformative ef-
fect on people’s lives, and this agreement
helps eliminate some of the financial bar-
riers that might have kept our students
from fulfilling their potential,” Casey said.
“We are grateful for this valuable part-
nership with UMES.”

“When we signed our most recent
MOU with Wor-Wic three years ago, we

results
from page 15

growing portion of our membership
likes the online voting option,” he
said. “A large number of folks are
being served and online voting does
save the Association money” be-
cause it saves on paper and postage.

Ransdell said the election was
something of a challenge, because
he was the only committee member
with prior experience. He thanked
the four new members for stepping
up.

“It was a great, great help,” he
said.

Ransdell joked that he and
Latham “are on speed dial now”
after a busy election cycle.

“I only have to press one button
to get his phone, and it’s almost al-
ways answered right away ... that’s
essential to getting answers to some
questions,” he said.

He also thanked Association staff
for their help.

“I don’t think most people really
understand the customer service
that we, as members, get from the
staff,” he said. “I want to add my
thanks to all of them.”

wanted to ensure that the dream of an af-
fordable college education would be a re-
ality,” Anderson said. “Since that time,
we've seen the overwhelming success of
Wor-Wic students who transfer to UMES
— their graduation rates are 12% higher
than the average rate based on National
Student Clearinghouse data. This schol-
arship program is another step in the
seamless transition to receiving a bache-
lor’s degree and soaring toward future
success.”

Both Lower Shore colleges offer in-
struction in  such fields as
hospitality/hotel-motel-restaurant man-
agement, physical therapy, early child-
hood education, construction
(management) and law enforcement that
could ease the transfer path for scholar-
ship recipients to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree.

In addition, Wor-Wic recently insti-
tuted a pharmacy pre-transfer process to
help students interested in pursuing the
UMES doctor of pharmacy degree.

Talbot on PinesCast

The latest episode of the Ocean
Pines Association’s exclusive podcast,
“PinesCast,” features an exclusive in-
terview with longtime resident John
Talbot.

Hosted by vet-
eran journalist and
podcaster  Tony
Russo, PinesCast
each week cele-
brates the region,
the amenities and,
most of all, the peo-
ple that make and keep Ocean Pines a
special place to live. The PinesCast is
available on all major podcast plat-
forms.

This week, Talbot talks about the
rich history of the community from the
perspective of a man who witnessed
the growth from ground zero.

Talbot shares captivating stories of
his time as a real estate agent, selling
properties in the early days of Ocean
Pines. From getting lost in the Pines at
night to the fun-filled social life of the
1970s, Talbot paints a vivid picture of
the community’s evolution.

The PinesCast features Tidal
Health as the Official Healthcare
Sponsor of the PinesCast.

For more information, visit
www.oceanpines.org/web/pages/pine
scast.
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Veterans group donates to groups

American Legion Post 166 Leathernecks approved donations totaling $10,000 to five
local community organizations and the national Semper Fi & America’s Fund at its recent
membership meeting.

The local organizations receiving the funds were Believe in Tomorrow, Easterseals
of Delaware & Maryland Eastern Shore, the Worcester County Veterans Memorial,
Worcester County Gold, and the Cricket Center. They each received $1,000.

A donation of $5,000 was earmarked for the Semper-Fi & America’s Fund. The Fund
provides financial assistance and lifetime support to combat wounded, critically ill, and
catastrophically injured veterans of all branches of service and their families.

Post 166 Leathernecks is involved fund raising and volunteer activities in Ocean City,
and Worcester County and Southern Sussex County. The veterans group recently
celebrated its first anniversary as a member of the Ocean City American Legion family.

Above: Posing with the ceremonial check are Marie Gilmore, president, Worcester
County Veterans Memorial; Lauren Cooper, executive director, the Cricket Center;
Linda Forte, community marketing representative, Easterseals of Delaware and
Maryland Eastern Shore; Bob Broderick, commander, Post 166 Leathernecks; Amanda
Koontz, program advancement associate, Mary Decker Brown, program manager,
Believe in Tomorrow and Milt Warren, Leathernecks Sergeant-at-Arms.

The Courier, a weekly community newspaper seeks experienced advertising
sales individuals with strong interpersonal skills to build advertising relationships
and assist in publication growth.

You must be professional, well-spoken, deadline and customer oriented, and
highly motivated with strong communication and organizational skills. Work
from home.

This is a commission-based position with considerable income growth potential.
Enjoy flexible working schedule.

Send cover letter and resume to
Chip Bertino at

chipbertino@delmarvacourier.com EOE
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Gathered from the internet
by Jack Barnes

Things you learn
if you live
long enough!

Being a little older, I am very fortu-
nate to have someone call and check
on me every day. He is from India and
is very concerned about my car war-

ranty.

I choked on a carrot this morning,
and all I could think of was, “T’ll bet a
doughnut wouldn’t have done this to

”»

me.

Nothing spoils a good story more
than the arrival of an eye witness.
(Mark Twain)

It only takes one slow-walking per-
son in the grocery store to destroy the
illusion that I'm a nice person.

Sorry that I'm late. I got here as
soon as I wanted to!

It turns out that when asked who
your favorite child is, you're supposed
to pick out one of your own. I know
that now.

It’s fine to eat a test grape in the
produce section, but you take one bite
of rotisserie chicken and it’s all, “Sir,
you need to leave!”

One thing no one ever talks about,
when it comes to being an older adult,
is how much time we devote to keep-
ing a cardboard box because it is, you
know, a really good box.

I can’t believe I forgot to go to the
gym today. That’s seven years in a
rOW, NOW.

If you drop something when you
were younger, you just picked it up.
When you're older and you drop

something, you stare at it for just a bit
contemplating if you actually need it
anymore.

I like to make lists. I also like to
leave them laying on the kitchen
counter, and then guess what’s on the
list when I am at the store.

My kids say they want a cat for
Christmas. Normally I serve turkey,
but, hey, if it will make them happy.

Ask your doctor if a drug with 32
pages of side-effects is bad for you.

I just read a book about marriage
that says treat your wife like you
treated her on your first date. So
tonight, after dinner I'm dropping her
off at her parent’s house.

The best way to get back on your
feet is to miss two car payments.

I love bacon. Sometimes I eat it
twice a day. It takes my mind off the
terrible chest pains I keep getting.

As T watch this generation try to
rewrite history, one thing I am sure of
is that it will be misspelled and have
no punctuation.

Driver: “What am I supposed to do
with this speeding ticket?” Officer,
“Keep it. When you collect four of
them, you get a bicycle.

I asked a supermarket employee
where they kept the canned peaches.
He said, “I'll see,” and walked away. I
asked another and he also said, “T’ll
see,” & walked away. In the end, I
gave up and found them myself, in
Aisle C.

I told my physical therapist that I
broke my arm in two places. He told
me to stop going to those places.

I put our scale in the bathroom cor-
ner and that’s where the little liar will
stay until it apologizes.

Do you ever get up in the morning,
look in the mirror and think, “That
can’t be accurate!”
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To place your business card call

410-629-5906

BOoAT LIFTS

Ocean
Marine Constru
Jessica Short

12010 Industrial Park Road Unit 11
Bishopville, MD 21813

oceancitylifts@aol.com

410-352-5095

FINANCIAL SERVICES

FINANCIAL SERVICES

MHIC 133392

The

Courier

Place your
business card here !
Call Linda Knight

443-366-4184

1 Pitts Street

\ Gerard Ott, D.M.D., PA
N\, Jeremy Masenior, D.D.S.
2 Family Dentistry

Berlin, Maryland 21811

(410) 641-3490
ott.masenior@gmail.com
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Consulting & Business Services

 Tax Debt

« Credit Repair

« Tradelines for
Individuals & Businesses

« Tax Lien Removal
e Full Service Accounting

- Business Credit

We get results!

434-219-6692

www. AMAconsultingbusiness.com

STEVEN E. SWEIGERT, CRPC”
CHAKTERED RETIREM ENT PLANNING COUNSELOR®

527 STEPHENDECATUR HIGHWAY, SUITE 18 O CEAIN OTY. IMD 21842
410-213-2150

INVESTMENT ADVISOR

B800-647-8727 Fax 410-213-2151

The

Relief

Courier

Place your
business card here !
Call Linda Knight

443-366-4184

If you live in Ocean Pines, be sure to contact The Courier if you
want the paper each week in your driveway.

Call 410-629-5906

PAVER PATIOS & DECKS

Brick Paver Patios Fire Pits Decks
Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

Decks, Patios & Improvements - Family Owned & Operated

410-390-1499
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weemer's

PAVING & SEAL COATING

Residential - Commercial * Licensed & Insured
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DRIVEWAYS & PARKING LOTS
INSTALLATIONS & MAINTENANCE
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Zweemer Landscaplg Bundlmg Package . COmpIete Property Services
Call Today for ALL Your Landscape & Hardscape Needs
888-Zweemer

10% OFF ANY JOB Call Us Today For Your 15% OFF ANY JOB

Mention This Ad F R E E Estl mate for All First Responders & Active Military

SERVING DELMARVA FOR OVER 20 YEARS

888-ZWEEMER - 302-363-6116
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