
John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
Nichole Ergle's career as an edu-

cator has taken her to three campus-
es, as an elementary teacher, coun-
selor and assistant principal. 

The latest career move for the 1997 
Russellville High School graduate is 
taking her home. 

The Russellville City Board of 
Education approved the hiring of 
Ergle as Russellville High School 
Assistant Principal. Ergle will work 
with RHS Principal Norman Lier, who 
was promoted from assistant princi-
pal last month when Jeremy Madden 
resigned to take a job in the 

Tuscaloosa County School System. 
“Col. Lier and I have a lot of the 

same goals and opinions in educa-
tion and I believe we will work really 
well together,” Ergle said.  

For Ergle, whose teaching career 
began as an elementary teacher at 
Tharptown Elementary School, her 
new job is the realization of a dream. 

“I'm very excited to be coming 
home, Ergle said. “It's always been a 
dream of mine to eventually come 
back to Russellville City Schools, 
whenever the Lord would lead me 
there.  

“This position came open and 
everything worked out for me to have 
this opportunity. I want to be there to 
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Rarely is Joe Mansell at a loss for 

words. 
And as the Russellville Fire 

Department Chief addressed the 
Russellville City Council Tuesday 
evening about his decision to retire, 
Mansell had plenty to say as the 32-
year RFD veteran reflected on his 
career and the people of Russellville 
who made it special. 

“We stand for the flag in this city. 
We kneel for God in this city. 

Russellville is the kind of city I  
wanted my 
kids to be 

raised in and 
it's why I 

stayed here 
through my 

professional 
career,” 

Mansell said. 
Mansell, 

who's served 
as fire chief 

since 2002, will 
retire effective February 1, 2025. 

FranklinFreePress.net 9.11.24
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World-class dentistry.

Hometown care.
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Return to Russellville City Schools 
as RHS Assistant Principal  

realization of a dream for Ergle

Council approves RFD Chief 
Mansell's February retirement

COURTESY PHOTO



“In Memory of our loved ones...” 
brought to you by Atkins Marble and Granite Works 

and Franklin Memory Gardens

Raymond Duane McNatt, age 56, of 
Russellville, died on Friday, 

September 6, 2024. Spry Memorial 
Chapel assisted the family. 

 

For updates on news and sports throughout the week, don’t 
forget to check us out on the web at www.franklinfreepress.net!
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But he won't fade into the sunset, as the council approved hiring 
Mansell on a contract basis as a  firefighter once his retirement date 

arrives. Mansell and the city inked a seven-year contract starting March 
1, 2025, and expiring February 28, 2032, with an automatic five-year 
rollover clause unless either party gives advance written notice of its 

intent not to renew. Mansell will work a minimum of 168 hours per 
month, or 84 hours per pay period, once the contract period begins. 

Additionally, Mansell will take an active role in helping choose his suc-
cessor, something requested by Russellville Mayor David Grissom and 
the city council. Regardless of who succeeds him, Mansell believes the 
next chief will have a tremendous opportunity to succeed. 

“I'm at the point in my career where we've got his department where it 
needs to be, so our next chief should have a clear path to succeed,” 
Mansell said. “As my career as fire chief comes to an end, I leave with the 
confidence the department will continue to be led by dedicated, motivated 
and professional leaders.” 

The department's Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating of Class 2 is 
strong and works to the benefit of those it serves when it comes to insur-
ance costs. 

“We are a strong ALS (Advanced Life Support) department. We have 
equipment many larger departments aren't blessed to have. We've had 
success with grants, receiving millions in grant funding, and all of this 
could not have happened without the support of our mayor and council 
over the years supporting this department,” Mansell said. 

“And of course our accomplishments would not have been possible with-
out the commitment, dedication and the hard work of the men at the 
Russellville Fire Department. We take an oath as firemen we will die to 
save a life and everyone of these guys raised their hands and meant 
every word,” he added. 

Mansell succeeded Harlon Hutcheson as RFD Chief in 2002, and 
Hutcheson was among the many people Mansell credited for his profes-
sional success. 

“Harlon was one of the finest men you could ever work for. If not for his 
guidance and wisdom, we would not be the department we are today,” 
Mansell said. 

Mansell's many professional accolades include being named Alabama 
Fire Chief of the Year in 2022.  

Grissom, who's been best friends with Mansell since they were in 
Russellville City Schools together, was emotional as he thanked Mansell 
for his service to the department and the citizens of Russellville. 

“Chief Mansell, we congratulate you on your retirement and we certainly 
appreciate the job you've done throughout your years with the Russellville 
Fire Department,” Grissom said. 

“And we're pleased you'll be coming back and helping us on a contract 
basis. We'll be asking you to recommend the next chief and know you'll 
share your experience and wisdom with whomever is selected,” Grissom 
added.

‘MANSELL,’From Page 1
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Russellville City Council approves  
soliciting bids to finance purchase of  

$2.25 million platform ladder fire truck
John Pilati 
Franklin Free Press 

 
The Russellville City Council authorized Mayor David Grissom and City 

Clerk Belinda Miller to solicit bids to finance the purchase of a $2.25 million 
platform ladder truck to replace the existing 21-year-old ladder truck. 

The council voted unani-
mously to move forward with 
financing  at its September 
3rd meeting.  

The city already has two 
fire trucks on order with 
delivery on those expected 
next year. The vendor the 
city used for the purchase of 
the two fire trucks contacted 
Russellville Fire Department 
Chief Joe Mansell about a 
demo ladder truck that's 
scheduled to be completed 
around the same time as the 
other two trucks. 

The truck is a Sutphen aerial platform ladder truck with a 100-foot vertical 
reach mid-mount ladder. 

It's been two years since the council approved the purchase of the two 
fire trucks. With limited availability of new fire vehicles, combined with sup-
ply chain issues for the companies manufacturing them, costs for new 
trucks have soared while delivery delays have expanded. 

Its availability in a few months is what made the ladder truck attractive 
for the city, according to Mayor David Grissom. With an Insurance 
Services Office (ISO) Rating of Class 2 for Russellville, residents enjoy 
discounts on homeowners insurance as a result of the strong rating. 

Mansell said the department, pursuant to ISO ratings, needs a ladder 
truck because of the multi-story residential buildings at Village Square 
Apartments and Engle Drive Apartments. 

The $2.25 million pricetag, strange as it may sound, is expected to be a 
bargain compared to the expected cost of new ladder trucks that could 
topple $3-$4 million with a three-year delivery lag. 

Although financing such a pricey vehicle won't be easy, Grissom said he 
and Miller worked the numbers and he believes the purchase is manage-
able. 

“It is a lot of money, but it's something important for the city,” Grissom 
said. “We ran the numbers, talked with some banks, NACOLG and will 
look into a USDA loan. With our paving project and, according to the 
(Franklin) County Commission, our garbage is about to go up in price, 
there's a lot of uncertainty over how that will affect city finances. But with 
all that said, we can make it work on our end  and it's an important addition 
for the citizens of this city,” he added. 

Councilman David Palmer said with the shortage of ladder trucks and the 
soaring costs, purchasing a new ladder truck for $2.25 million 'isn't taking 
much of a chance because it's going to hold its value and if we have to sell 
it, it's likely we'd get our money back or even make some.' 

In other agenda items at the September 3rd meeting, the council: 
--approved a resolution declaring September as Suicide Prevention 

Month in the City of Russellville. 
--accepted a grant of $3.892 million from the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development for the construction of a new Library/Multipurpose 
Community Center. 

--approved additional work performed by Riley Bridge Co., on Windsor 
Drive, to be paid for out of the city's 4-cent gas tax fund. 

--declared a vacancy for Fire Chief in the Russellville Fire Department, 
to be promoted from within the Classified Service, effective February 
2025. 

--declared a vacancy for Heavy Equipment Operator II in the Russellville 
Street Department and hired Thomas Dill and Michael McKinney (subject 
to McKinney getting his CDL before his start date) as Heavy Equipment 
Operators II.  

--approved hiring John Holland as Heavy  Equipment Driver/Operator in 
the Solid Waste Division of the Russellville Street Department. 

The next regular meeting of the Russellville City Council will be 
September 16, 2024, with work session at 6 p.m., and meeting to follow.

COURTESY PHOTO 
An example of the Sutphen 100 Aerial  
Platform Ladder Truck'



For updates on news and sports, visit us online at www.franklin-
freepress.net!
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A Russellville woman has entered a plea of guilty to multiple federal 

charges including false claims of citizenship in connection with voting, 
false statements in a passport application, use of a United States 
passport obtained by false statements and aggravated identity theft. 

Angelica Maria Francisco, 42, signed a plea agreement Thursday 
for all charges contained in a nine-count information filed in the 
United 
States 
District Court 
for the 
Northern 
District of 
Alabama. 

Francisco's 
guilty plea 
and sentenc-
ing will be 
set for a later 
date. 

According 
to informa-
tion from the 
government, 
Francisco 
was an 
undocument-
ed individual 
living in 
Franklin 
County. She assumed the identity of a United States citizen in 2011. 
Francisco used that false identity to obtain a United States passport 
in 2011 and used the passport to travel to and from her native coun-
try of Guatemala in 2012, 2015 and 2018. 

She also registered to vote and cast ballots in the 2016 and 2020 
primary and general elections. Francisco is also accused of using her 
false identity to apply for a passport renewal in 2022. 

The case was investigated by the Diplomatic Security Service, along 
with the Alabama Law Enforcement Agency, the East Metro Area 
Crime Center and the Alabama Secretary of State's Office. 

Alabama Secretary of State Wes Allen issued a press release 
September 5th expressing his appreciation to the United States State 
Department and the U.S. Attorney's Office for their efforts in the case. 

“I have been very clear that a top priority of this office is ensuring 
only eligible American citizens are voting in Alabama elections,” Allen 
said. “We will continue to assist law enforcement in every way possi-
ble as they prosecute individuals who vote illegally in Alabama elec-
tions to the fullest extent of the law.”

Undocumented woman  
living in Russellville to plead 
guilty to identity and election 

fraud charges



Email us at franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.

THE NACOLG SENIORx MEDICATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
SUPPLIES FREE AND LOW COST MEDICATIONS FOR ANYONE IN 

ALABAMA WITH A DISABILITY OR A CHRONIC ILLNESS REGARDLESS OF 
AGE THAT REQUIRES DAILY MEDICATION. MEDICARE RECIPIENTS MAY 
ALSO BE ELIGIBLE. FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT NACOLG SENIORx 
TODAY. THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE.1-800-AGELINE (1-800-
243-5463) 256-389-0530 PAULA PARDUE 256-389-0529 THIS PROGRAM IS IN 
PARTNERSHIP WITH THE STATE OF ALABAMA AND ALABAMA DEPARTMENT 
OF SENIOR  

The Foster Grandparent Program is seeking volunteers ages 55 and 
older  to help tutor and mentor children in day care, head start and 

schools.  Volunteers will receive a tax-free stipend and travel reimbursement. We 
have openings for several schools for the coming school year. Please call  256-
332-6800 for an application. 

AshaKiran serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and 
human trafficking across Alabama. Their vision is to be a ‘ray of hope’ 

by bridging the gap between service providers and culturally diverse communities. 
Their 24-hour crisis line number is 1-800-793-3010. Learn more about AshaKiran 
by visiting www.ashakiranonline.org. Consultations are free and confidential, and 
available in 45 different languages. 

Northwest Regional Library is proud to announce audiobooks are now available 
through our Books-By-Mail program. This program is completely free to those 

that are medically homebound, live more than 10 miles from a town with a public library, or 
require large print or audiobooks only. Must be a resident of Marion, Franklin, or Lamar coun-
ties. Contact us today at 205-487-2330 or visit our website at northwestregional.net to find 
out more information about the program! We are accepting donations of new or gently used 
CD audiobooks. Donations can be dropped off at any member library. Contact us for more 

information. " 

North Russellville Baptist Church presents the second annual October Youth 
Fest, Sunday, Oct. 6th, 5 p.m-until. Guest speaker will be Shannon Knight. 

Praise and Worship by Dustin Richardson, Dry Bones Revived and Jacob Feltman. Drama by 
the Bethel Drama Team. There will be door prizes, Youth Fest t-shirts for sale and finger 
foods following the event. Adults and Youth invited to come join the congregation for a great 
night of worship. A love offering will be taken up. Youth are asked to bring a stuffed animal for 
Cahaba Shriners for ‘Shriner Kids.’ For more information or to reserve seating for large 
groups, call Youth Pastor Randy Bracken at 938-646-4656, La Shawn Fortuna at 256-460-
9510 or Lyndsey Marshall at 205-269-7429. Church located at 1401 Waterloo Road in 
Russellville. 

The 2nd annual Jagger’s Journey Poker Run is set for Saturday, Sept. 14. Get 
ready for an exciting day of riding and fun at the Poker Run event in support of 

Jagger’s Journey Foundation. Enjoy a scenic ride with multiple stops to draw cards and build 
your poker hand. The best hands at the end of the run win a cash prize. All proceeds go 
directly to Jagger’s Journey Foundation, supporting pediatric patients undergoing treatment 
for Aplastic Anemia and related rare diseases. Visit www.jaggersjourney.net for more details. 

The annual Oka Kapassa Native American Festival is set for Friday-Saturday 
September 13-14 at Spring Park in Tuscumbia. American Indian culture takes 

center stage with storytelling, dancing, music, arts, crafts and a torch lighting ceremony. Over 
a dozen American Indian tribes return to their southeastern homeland for this special event. 
Saturday is open to everyone from 9-6, with free admission. Friday is ‘School Day’ from 8-
2:30 p.m., primarily for school children. For more details, contact Terry McGee, Oka Kapassa 
Festival Chairman, at 256-757-4438. 

My Father’s House Ministries will host Holy Ghost Fire Power Camp Meeting 
2024, September 15-20, with Evangelist Joel Ali. Sunday services at 10 am 

and 5 pm. Monday-Friday Evening services at 6:30 pm. Morning sessions Tuesday-Thursday 
at 10:30 am. For more information or a ride, call 256-460-1376. The event is hosted by 
Pastor Pearl. Shelton. 

Auditions for Crazy Quilt Club, by Pat Cook and directed by Brittany Faris, will be 
held Monday September 16, 2024, at 7:00 PM and Tuesday at 7:00 PM at the 

Weatherford Centre in Red Bay, AL. The cast consists of 8 females and 1 male, with younger 
females being able to cast for older roles. Auditions will consist of cold readings from the 
script. Please contact Scotty Kennedy at 256-356-8758 or scottydk@att.net for any ques-
tions. Rehearsals will begin on Monday September 23, 2024, for six weeks leading up to the 
production. You will only have to be attendance for the rehearsals that include your character. 
The performance dates of the play will be November 7-10, 2024, at the Weatherford Centre 
in Red Bay, AL. Tickets will go on sale Thursday October 31, 2024. For group sales please 
contact Beth Hammock at 256-668-0045. 

Community Action Partnership of North Alabama, also known as Russellville 
Head Start and Early Head Start, is a non-profit agency serving 3, 4 and 5 year 

old children absolutely free. We are located at 976 Ronnie McDowell Avenue in Russellville. 
Our hours are from 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Monday thru Friday. Call for an appointment today at 
256-331-0162. Give your child a Head Start on school readiness! We offer top-quality, com-
prehensive early childhood educational services provided at no cost to your family. To learn 
more, visit www.capna.org/children-services. 

North Russellville Baptist Church,  1401 Waterloo Rd  . Russellville, will be 
Hosting  SWAMP JOHN'S, Tues. Oct.1st from 4-7pm. Plates will Be $15.00. 

Please stop and support  NRBC and their Youth.

For updates on news 
and sports, visit us 

online at 
www.franklinfreep-

ress.net!
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The Russellville City Schools Board of Education approved a $42.87 million budget 

for fiscal year 2024-25 at its September 5th meeting. 
The board approved the budget after a presentation from Chief Financial Officer Lisa 

Witt who described the system's financial condition as strong. 
The $42.87 million exceeds last year's budget of $38.91 million. 
Anticipated revenue for FY25 is $41,113,525, with budgeted expenditures of 

$42,879,234. The net budget deficit is the result of certain state funds in the FY25 budg-
et that were received by the system earlier than anticipated, so they apply to the FY24 
budget as a surplus, according to RCS Superintendent Tim Guinn. 

With the end of Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency 
Relief, or ESSER, federal funding 
that schools received during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, RCS admin-
istrators knew they would have to 
address how to fund as many of 
those positions as possible. Much 
of the system's ESSER funds were 
used to employ English Language 
Learners Aides and teachers to 
work with students whose primary 
language upon entering 
Russellville City Schools was 
something other than English. 

“When I first came back to 
Russellville, I met with our CFO to 
develop a plan with her on moving 
forward without those ESSER 
funds and what to do to lessen the 
effect on people hired on ESSER 
monies,” Guinn said. “Some had to 
be laid off but as we went through 
the summer and saw what the new 
budget from the legislature would 
look like we hired as many of those 
employees back as we could. 

“The priority was to hire the ones who had been here the last few years. Our principals 
really pushed for many of them because of the outstanding job they did,” he added. 

Salaries and related expenses for instructional services total $19,07 million, repre-

RCS Board approves $42.87 million budget for FY25
senting 44.5% of the FY25 budget. This includes salaries and benefits for faculty and 
instructional aides. Instructional support services, for non-teaching positions, will be 
$4.53 million, representing 10.6% of the budget. 

 
West Elementary School has 82 staff members. Russellville Elementary has 62, 

Russellville Middle School 56, Russellville High School 80 and there are 70 employees 
in the central office (including transportation and Park and Recreation Department). 
Russellville City Schools has a total of 350 staff members, a reduction of 10 from FY24. 

Current enrollment for the four schools is: 607 at WES, 573 at RES, 599 at RMS and 
755 at RHS, for a total of 2,534 students. 

Teacher allotments for classrooms remains $900 for FY25. 
The budget includes $4.77 million for capital outlay projects, the largest of which is the 

ongoing renovation of the Career Tech Center. 
Anticipated revenues for Russellville City Schools are contained in one of four cate-

gories: state, federal, local and 'other.' 
The majority, 61%, comes from state funding. Federal revenues account for $5.47 mil-

lion, or 13.3%. Local revenues are expected to be $9.70 million with an additional 
$870,000 from other revenue sources. 

Local revenue includes sales tax revenue on good purchased in the city and online, 
where the county's two school systems share (based on enrollment) two-thirds of online 
taxes collected in the county. 

In other agenda items, the board: 
--accepted a $50,000 Legislative Community Service grant to Russellville City 

Schools from Rep. Jamie Kiel. The funds will be used to enhance campus security at 
all four schools, for Career Tech expenses and on the Early Literacy Program at West. 

--approved facility use requests for the RHS parking lot on November 16, 2024, for 
the RHS Career Tech Automotive Department's Car Show fundraiser, and West 
Elementary School gym on October 2-3, 2024, for the RHS Tigerettes to hold a Mini 
Tigerette Clinic from 3-4:30 p.m., each afternoon as a fundraiser for the auxiliary band 
program. 

--approved a trip request for RHS students on November 6, 2024, to travel to tour 
Toyota Motor Manufacturing in Blue Springs, Ms. 

--approved personnel moves including: 
--Retirement/Resignation/Termination/Leave of Absence: Resignation of Kyle Taylor 

as Assistant Football Coach at RMS, effective 8/25/24. 
--Employment: Logan Lindsey, Laikyn Gardner, Student Workers for Parks and 

Recreation Department, Nicole Ergle, RHS Assistant Principal, Lauren Archer, RMS 
Librarian, Lauren Taylor Mills, RHS History Teacher, Matthew Reed and Jeremy Reed, 
Bus Drivers. 

--Temporary Employment: McKinley Copeland, RES/WES Aide, 21st CCLC and WES 
Afterschool Program, Alana Parker, Amanda Ridge and Nicole Jensen, RMS Teachers 
for Saturday School.

COURTESY PHOTO 
Rep. Jamie Kiel, center, with RCS Board mem-
bers Kim Clonts, Ike Rogers, Superintendent of 
Education Tim Guinn and RCS Board member 
Greg Trapp.
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Moore honored by ACCA for 16 years of 
public service

Submitted 
 
Franklin County Probate Judge and Commission Chairman Barry 

Moore has been presented with the Tenure in Office Award by the 
Association of County Commissions of 
Alabama (ACCA) for his 16 years of 
service to county government and the 
state of Alabama. The award was pre-
sented in August at the Association’s 
96th Annual Convention. 

"Judge Moore is worthy of the grati-
tude of all Alabamians for his dedication 
to public service and his personal sacri-
fice," said Sonny Brasfield, ACCA 
Executive Director. "Amid the extraordi-
nary challenges county commission 
members face every day, Judge Moore 
has continuously served his con-
stituents with honor and pride, and he 
deserves a pat on the back from every-
one in Franklin County."  

ACCA annually presents the Tenure in 
Office Award to honor commission 
members who have served for at least 
16 years in office. The award is given 
for four-year increments thereafter. 

The Association of County Commissions of Alabama is a statewide 
organization speaking for all 67 counties with ONE voice. It promotes 
improved county government services in Alabama, offers educational 
programs for county officials and their staff members, administers insur-
ance programs for county governments and employees, offers legal 
advice, and represents the interests of county government before state 
and federal organizations and agencies.

Hon. Barry Moore



For updates on news and 
sports throughout the week, 

visit us online at 
www.franklinfreepress.net. 
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help all our students grow and continue to thrive, do well and excel like they have been. 
It's a fantastic school system and I'm excited to say I'm  now a part of it,” she added. 

Ergle leaves her assistant principal position at Lawrence County Schools' Career Tech 
Center to come to Russellville. Before going to Lawrence County, Ergle was a counselor 
for five years at Tharptown High School. 

Ergle earned her degree in Elementary Education from the University of North 
Alabama. She holds a Masters in Counseling and Administration and a a Masters in 
Instructional Leadership from the University of West Alabama. And Ergle is presently 
enrolled in UNA's EDS program. 

She and her husband Jonathan, a broiler supervisor at Mar-Jac in Jasper, have four 
daughters. 

It's been almost 27 years since she graduated from RHS, but Ergle still has some of 
her black and gold Golden Tiger apparel from high school. 

“I'm ready to wear it again, and wear it proudly. And I already ordered some new (black 
and gold) today,” Ergle said.

‘ERGLE,’ From Page 1

COURTESY PHOTO 
New RHS Assistant Principal Nichole Ergle with her husband 
Jonathan and their four daughters.
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With the game tied 42-42 in the fourth over-

time period, Phil Campbell head coach Jacob 
Hamilton called a timeout. The Bobcats, hav-
ing just scored the game-tying touchdown 
thanks to a scrambling Hayston Scott, need-
ed just three yards for the two-point conver-
sion and Phil Campbell’s first win of the 2024 
campaign. Hamilton—calm and confident—
had the simplest of instructions for his 
offense. 

“I looked at Johan Vasquez and I looked at 
Logan Wright, my left guard and my left tack-
le, and I told them, ‘I don’t care what they line 
up in, I don’t care what front they’re in, I don’t 
care what happens; I need three yards and 
we’re running it through you and you,’” 
Hamilton narrated. “Then I looked at Noah 
Raper and I told him, ‘I’m giving you the ball 
and you’re going to get three yards and win 
this game for us.’ 

“They told me ‘yes, sir,’ and then Johan 
Vasquez and Logan Wright blew them off the 
ball and Noah walks into the endzone for the 
two and we start celebrating,” Hamilton 
added. “The crowd was nuts, the student sec-
tion was very loud, and it was just a great, 
great environment. It was fun being a Phil 
Campbell Bobcat (Friday) night.” 

Just looking at the final 44-42 scoreline, it 
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Bobcats prevail in  
four overtime thriller 

against Vinemont

Golden Tigers handle Lawrence County, extend 
region win streak to 26 straight

See, ‘VINA,’ page 13

See, ‘RUSSELLVILLE,’ Page 14

See, ‘PC,’ Page 12

2-0 Vina off to hot start in  
2024 gridiron campaign

Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 

 
The Vina High School varsity football team (2-0, 1-0) took care of business again on Friday 

night, traveling to Bear Creek to dispatch the Phillips High School Bears (0-2, 0-1) by a score 
of 28-6 as the Red Devils picked up their first Class 1A Region 7 win of the 2024 campaign. 

“I don’t think there was any sort of lack of motivation throughout the week this past week to 
prepare for Phillips,” Vina’s second-year head coach Cody Renfrow said. “It was a game last 
year that we felt got away from us. Our players understood that, and our coaches did a great 
job of getting everyone prepared and that definitely showed.” 

Senior running back Trevor Baker, last week’s Franklin Free Press Athlete of the Week, 
opened up the scoring in the first quarter with a five-yard touchdown run that capped an eight-
play drive. The Red Devils added to their advantage in the second quarter with a similar drive, 
once again finished off by a touchdown sprint by Baker, this one from six yards out. Vina closed 
out the first half with a touchdown run by another senior running back, Cai Lawler, to give the 
visitors a three score advantage at the break. 

“Offensively we came out of the gates strong,” Renfrow said. 
“Our guys came ready to play from the opening snap, and I’m extremely proud of them,” he 

added. 
In the second half, Vina scored again to take a 28-0 lead with Phillips’ lone consolation touch-

down coming with less than five minutes to play. The Red Devils’ final points were scored by 
senior quarterback Christian McCarley, a player that stood out to Renfrow for his performance 
in the final 24 minutes. 

“He really stepped up in the second half. We faced a little bit of adversity when we had some 
guys banged up,” Renfrow said. “He took on a much larger role offensively in the second half. 
He ended up with 127 yards rushing and added a touchdown, as well. He also had an intercep-
tion on defense that was pretty big for us.” 

The win over Phillips marks the Red Devils first victory over the Bears since 2019 and Vina’s 
first 2-0 start to a season since 2016. Renfrow said these are feats to celebrate but no reason 

Kadin Pounders 
Franklin Free Press 

 
Led by another stellar performance from junior running back Cameron Phinizee and bolstered 

by four forced turnovers on defense, the Russellville High School varsity football team (2-1, 1-0) 
extended its region winning streak to 26 games on Friday night, defeating Lawrence County 42-
20 on the road in Moulton. 

Russellville’s winning streak in the region dates back to the 2019 season, but it was the first 
region contest for first-year Golden Tiger head coach Dustin Goodwin, who praised his players 
for their performance. 

“It’s always great to get that first win (in the region) out of the way, and I thought our team did 
a great job of getting stops when we needed them, running the ball, and playing really hard,” 
Goodwin said. “We knew Lawrence County was a tough opponent that was going to give us 
everything they had and play hard and challenge us, and they did. 

“I was really proud of the way our guys came out and executed on both sides of the ball and 
answered the call," he added. "We were able to establish the run and then we were very con-
sistent in the passing game, as well, which allowed us to spread out a bit and get the ball out of 
the box. 

"Overall, we were proud of the way Cam ran the ball, the way we blocked up front, and the way 
we were able to stop the run." 

The Golden Tiger defense started the game with a stop. Lawrence County drove into the red 
zone on their first possession, but the Russellville defense held and forced the Red Devils into 
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might be hard to believe Phil Campbell (1-1, 1-0) was down 8-0 to the 

visiting Vinemont Eagles (2-1, 0-1) at halftime.  
“We only got the ball twice in the first half,” Hamilton said. “They played 

keep-away with the ball and (Vinemont’s) gameplan worked tremen-
dously. 

“We were playing well defensively, but they were just milking clock, 
milking clock and we couldn’t get it in the endzone in the limited posses-
sions we had in the first half,” he added. 

Things turned around in the second half, however, and the Bobcats 
were able to get on the scoreboard off the back of two big plays. The first 
was a long touchdown run by senior Hayden Wingo. 

“We adjusted to how (Vinemont) was playing against us at halftime,” 
Hamilton said. “We caught a break. I think we had a good play called, 
and Hayden Wingo breaks one for 89 yards.” 

After the failed two-point conversion it was 8-6 and PCHS still trailed, 
but the opening touchdown rejuvenated the Bobcats, who started to get 
into a rhythm offensively. 

“Once we got that first one in, we were rolling. We had our confidence 
back, and then we started moving the ball on them,” Hamilton said. 

The Eagles answered with a touchdown drive of their own to make it 
14-6, but Hamilton said there was never any doubt his team would tie it 
up. With less than a minute remaining, they did. 

“We drive down and we’re feeling confident. I was calm the entire time 
because I was confident we would tie it up,” Hamilton said. “We hit 
Hagen Raper on a post route for about 40 yards to score with 59 sec-
onds left and then we got the two to tie it.” 

The comeback completed, Phil Campbell’s next task was to overcome 
the opposition in overtime. Not once, Hamilton said, did he or his team 
have any doubts they would come out on the other side victorious. 

“Going into overtime we were still extremely confident,” he said. “At one 
point we had a third and goal from like the nine or ten and I was never 
worried and the kids weren’t either. We had two third downs where we 
weren’t up there close to (the line to gain), but we found a way to make 
it happen. 

“The kids never gave up and once we got that rhythm going we were 
extremely confident we were going to win,” Hamilton added. 

It was a back-and-forth affair in overtime with both Phil Campbell and 
Vinemont swapping blow for blow. For the Bobcats it was the quarter-
back Scott, who, time after time, made plays to get the hosts on the 
board. The sophomore accounted for all four of the Bobcats’ OT touch-
downs, passing for one and rushing for the other three. 

“That’s stepping up in the clutch,” Hamilton said of Scott’s perform-
ance. “When the game’s on the line he wants the ball in his hands and 
you want to put the ball in his hands because you know he can make 
plays. It was a big, big game for him.” 

In the fourth overtime period, like they did so many times in regulation, 
the Bobcat defense stepped up, too. Vinemont scored to make it 42-36, 
but Phil Campbell halted the Eagles from converting their two-point try, 
keeping the deficit at six points. 

“I had my offensive lineman Johan Vasquez, before he went out to play 
on defense (in the fourth overtime), tell me, ‘Next time we score, run it 
behind me.’ That was before (Vinemont) had even scored. He just knew 
we were going to score again,” Hamilton said. “When we got the stop on 
the two, we knew. We knew we were going to score and we knew we 
were going to get the two and win.” 

The rest, as they say, is history. Raper, after Scott’s equalizing touch-
down rush, took the hand off from his young quarterback and followed 
right behind his fellow seniors Vasquez and Wright to punch it in from 
three yards for the win. The players on the field and the fans in the crowd 
went wild, and Hamilton, his team having come from behind to get their 
first win of the season in thrilling fashion, reflected on the fight and deter-
mination of his players and what the victory means for his program. 

“We were down the entire game. The entire game we were behind. Our 
kids never gave up and we never had any doubts,” he said. “Getting this 
win, I think it says we’re not just here to compete in this region, we’re 
here to win. 

“Going into the next one, it’s going to be the same mentality. There’s 
no slowing down,” he added. “We improved drastically from our previous 
outing, and it’s a credit to my coaching staff and our kids for making the 
changes and making the adjustments. 

“This was a great team win, a great team win. I could shout out certain 
kids, but this was a true team win, a total team win.” 

Phil Campbell travels to Oakman for its next region game on Friday, 
September 13th.
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to rest on their laurels to this point. The Red Devils still have plenty of 
work to do, he said. 

“It’s great to get 1-0 in the region. It’s a big win for our program, and 
it’s great to open 
up 2-0 for the 
first time in a 
long time. It’s 
exciting and it’s 
an exciting time 
to be a part of 
this program, but 
at the same time, 
we know there’s 
still more out 
there that can be 
a c h i e v e d , ” 
Renfrow said. 
“We’re proud of 
where we’re at, 
but we also know 
there’s a lot more 
work ahead of 
us.” 

Next Friday the 
Red Devils host 
their next region opponent in Shoals Christian at Franklin-Hester 
Stadium. It will be another great opportunity for Vina to build on what 
it’s accomplished so far, Renfrow said, but the Red Devils will have to 
keep on top of their preparation if they want to continue their current 
success. 

“We’re looking forward to Shoals Christian this Friday night, and 
that’s another big region game for us, so I don’t think it’s any time to 
relax,” he said. “Our message is going to be the same one that it’s been 
the last few weeks. We’ve got to establish the run, which I feel like 
we’ve done a pretty good job of so far this season. Defensively we’ve 
gotten so much better between week one and now. But really we’ve got 
to stay focused and not get too caught up in being 2-0 for the first time 
in a long time. 

“Right now’s not the time to say we’ve won two games for the first 
time in a while and be satisfied with that,” he added. “We want to go be 
3-0, we want to be 2-0 in the region, so we’ve got to make sure our 
guys stay focused and understand that there’s more out there that can 
be accomplished
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a field goal attempt, which they missed from 25 yards out. 
Then the Golden Tigers let Phinizee, who would finish the game with over 350 yards rushing, do his thing. The junior back opened up the scor-

ing with a touchdown run from nine yards out midway through the first quarter. He would add another in the waning seconds of the opening peri-
od, running the ball into the endzone from 30 yards out to make it 14-0. 

Phinizee’s third touchdown run of the night came from 14 yards out giving the Golden Tigers a 21-0 advantage. Russellville would lead 21-6 
going into the halftime break after a botched extra point attempt by Lawrence County. 

Phinizee’s final two touchdowns would come in the third quarter. His fourth was a five-yard TD scamper that put the Golden Tigers up 28-6; 
but it was his fifth and final rushing score that was really special, taking it in from 72 yards by cutting into the running lane, juking defenders in 
the secondary, and following lead blockers all the way into the endzone. 

“It was awesome. Cam’s a special player, and you saw it on that run. He found the hole and made a move on a guy to make him miss at the 
second level to break it,” Goodwin said. “But what I really noticed about that play was Javon Poss running down the sideline and blocking a guy 
all the way that allowed Cam to make that play. That’s the difference between a good play and a touchdown. That’s the kind of effort and deter-
mination you want to get out of your players and it was really awesome to see.” 

It was Phinizee that scored nearly all of Russellville’s points—sophomore quarterback Tripp Cleveland added the sixth and final touchdown 
with a rushing score in the dying minutes—but it was the Golden Tiger defense that continued to get the ball back to the offense, typically in 
advantageous field position.  

The star of the night on the defensive side was sophomore linebacker Keifer Hallmark, who had a hand in three of Russellville’s four takeaways, 
recovering a fumble and grabbing two interceptions. 

“He’s a little undersized but he plays way above his head,” Goodwin said of Hallmark. “He’s very gritty and gives you everything he’s got. He’s 
gotten a few interceptions this year so far, and I’m really proud of him and the way he was able to come out and perform for his team tonight.” 

The game was also notable for settling one of the unanswered questions the Golden Tigers had coming into the game, which was who the full-
time starting quarterback would be. Freshman Whit Goodwin and the sophomore quarterback Cleveland split reps in Russellville’s opening two 
games of the year, but it was Goodwin who started and received most of the playing time under center and was only subbed late in the game.  

“We’ll have to go look at the tape to know what we need to work on and learn from going forward, but overall we were able to move the football 
successfully,” Goodwin said. “There are still things we need to do better and kinks we have to work out, but hopefully we’ll continue to mature 
and get better at that position and on offense in general.” 

With their first region win in the books, the Golden Tigers will now turn their attention to their next opponent in East Limestone. Goodwin said 
Russellville will celebrate the victory over the Red Devils, but there are still areas the Golden Tigers need to improve in before traveling to take 
on the region rival Indians in Athens. 

“Offensively we can’t penalize ourselves,” he said. “We had some penalties and stuff like that we need to clean up. It was a highly competitive 
game and in games like that emotions can run high sometimes, but we have to play to the whistle and then shut it down. Penalties have really 
hurt us, so we’ve got to clean that up, for sure.” 

Russellville will travel to East Limestone for its third straight road contest on September 13th before returning home to Golden Tiger Stadium 
against Ardmore on September 20th.

a field goal attempt, which they missed from 25 yards out. 
Then the Golden Tigers let Phinizee, who would finish the game with 
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scoring with a touchdown run from nine yards out midway through the 
first quarter. He would add another in the waning seconds of the open-
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it 14-0. 

Phinizee’s third touchdown run of the night came from 14 yards out 
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6 going into the halftime break after a botched extra point attempt by 
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Phinizee’s final two touchdowns would come in the third quarter. His 
fourth was a five-yard TD scamper that put the Golden Tigers up 28-6; 
but it was his fifth and final rushing score that was really special, taking 
it in from 72 yards by cutting into the running lane, juking defenders in 
the secondary, and following lead blockers all the way into the end-
zone. 

“It was awesome. Cam’s a special player, and you saw it on that run. 
He found the hole and made a move on a guy to make him miss at the 
second level to break it,” Goodwin said. “But what I really noticed about 
that play was Javon Poss running down the sideline and blocking a 
guy all the way that allowed Cam to make that play. That’s the differ-
ence between a good play and a touchdown. That’s the kind of effort 
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more quarterback Tripp Cleveland added the sixth and final touchdown 
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Second win of season for 
Belgreen spoils Tharptown 

Homecoming game

See ‘BELGREEN,’ Page 16
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Belgreen (2-1) 
BYE 
 
Last week: Belgreen put a damper on Tharptown’s homecoming game, knocking off 

the Wildcats 30-14.  
 
Next week: The Bulldogs host Tanner at Sparks Stadium on September 20. 
 
Phil Campbell (1-1, 1-0) 
at Oakman (1-1, 0-0)  
 
Date: Friday, September 13, 2024 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: Hosea Collins Field 
 
Last week: After trailing at home in the first half against region rival Vinemont in the 

first half, Phil Campbell came back to tie it up 14-14 at the end of regulation. The 
Bobcats then fought through multiple overtime periods, eventually outlasting the 
Eagles 44-42 after the hosts sealed it with a two-point conversion in the fourth over-
time. Sophomore quarterback Hayston Scott had a hand in all four touchdowns in OT, 
passing for one and rushing for the other three. 

 
What to watch: With their performance against 4A Hamilton and their resilient fight 

back effort to overcome Vinemont in overtime, the Bobcats have shown that they are 
a team with potential. A road region win at Oakman would only amplify the message 
Phil Campbell wants to send to everyone else, that they’re contenders. 

 
Series history: Phil Campbell and Oakman have never met before. 
 
Next week: The Bobcats continue region play and will host Winfield. 
 
Red Bay (0-2, 0-0) 
at Winston County (3-0, 1-0) 
 
Date: Friday, September 13, 2024 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: Malcolm Blake Stadium 
 
Last week: Red Bay was one of the few teams in North Alabama not participating in 

region play last week, traveling to play the University Charter School where the Tigers 
were knocked off in a close one, 16-14. 

 
What to watch: This is Red Bay’s region opener. A win over an undefeated Winston 

County would doubly get the Tigers headed back in the right direction and could be 
vital later on in the season when playoff berths are being decided. 

 
Series history: Red Bay is 11-4-1 all-time against the Yellow Jackets. The Tigers last 

two meetings with Winston County came in the first round of the playoffs in 2018 and 
2020; Red Bay won both, taking a 16-14 overtime victory in ‘18 and a 26-0 shutout vic-
tory in 2020. 

 
Next week: Region play continues for the Tigers and they’ll stay on the road, traveling 

to Lexington. 
 
 
Russellville (2-1, 1-0) 

This week’s Franklin County matchups highlighted by  
Vina looking to improve to 3-0 with road test at Shoals Christian

at East Limestone (0-2, 0-0) 
 
Date: Friday, September 13, 2024 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: Cavnar Stadium 
 
Last week: The Golden Tigers opened up region play with an impressive perform-

ance on the road at Lawrence County. Behind a stingy, greedy defense and a stellar 
five touchdown performance from junior running back Cameron Phinizee, Russellville 
extended its region winning streak to 26 games, knocking off the Red Devils 42-20. 

 
What to watch: This game will be the Golden Tigers’ third straight road contest. Will 

three consecutive weeks of traveling have any impact on Russellville’s play? A hostile 
Lawrence County environment didn’t seem to phase the Golden Tigers too much, but 
every road game presents its challenges. Also, with freshman quarterback Whit 
Goodwin seizing the starting job and getting a full game of reps under his belt last 
week, watch whether he will be given increased opportunities to pass the ball against 
the Indians and take some more of the workload off Phinizee. Goodwin finished with 
96 yards passing last week. 

 
Series history: The Golden Tigers are 12-2 all-time against the Indians. Russellville 

has won the last seven, winning those games by an average of 29 points. East 
Limestone’s two wins over Russellville came in the 2011 and 2014 seasons. 

 
Next week: Russellville returns to Golden Tiger Stadium to host region opponent 

Ardmore after a three-game road stretch. 
 
Tharptown (0-3, 0-0) 
BYE 
 
Last week: Tharptown and Belgreen met for the first time on the football field, the 

Bulldogs taking first blood, 30-14, in what could be a great rivalry for years to come. 
 
Next week: Tharptown finally gets into its region schedule in what will be its toughest 

game to date. The Wildcats travel to Decatur Heritage, one of the top teams in Class 
2A. 

 
Vina (2-0, 1-0) 
vs. Shoals Christian (0-3, 0-1) 
 
Date: Friday, September 13, 2024 
Time: 7 p.m. 
Location: Franklin-Hester Stadium 
 
Last week: Vina continued building momentum and changing its perception with a 

solid 28-6 road win at Phillips in its region opener. The victory gave Vina its first 2-0 
start to a season since 2016. 

 
What to watch: Vina’s senior backfield trio of Trevor Baker, Cai Lawler, and Christian 

McCarley have been huge for the Red Devil offense so far this year. That’s not going 
to change against a struggling Shoals Christian team that has allowed an average of 
42 points per game this season. 

 
Series history: Vina and Shoals Christian have played every year since the series 

began back in 2002. The Red Devils are just 4-18 against the Flame with their last win 
in 2019, a 44-12 victory. 

 
Next week: Vina travels to Cherokee in Class 1A Region 7 play. 
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defense that continued to get the ball back to the offense, typically 
in advantageous field position.  

The star of the night on the defensive side was sophomore line-
backer Keifer Hallmark, who had a hand in three of Russellville’s four 
takeaways, recovering a fumble and grabbing two interceptions. 

“He’s a little undersized but he plays way above his head,” Goodwin 
said of Hallmark. “He’s very gritty and gives you everything he’s got. 
He’s gotten a few interceptions this year so far, and I’m really proud 
of him and the way he was able to come out and perform for his team 
tonight.” 

The game was also notable for settling one of the unanswered ques-
tions the Golden Tigers had coming into the game, which was who the 
full-time starting quarterback would be. Freshman Whit Goodwin and 
the sophomore quarterback Cleveland split reps in Russellville’s 
opening two games of the year, but it was Goodwin who started and 
received most of the playing time under center and was only subbed 
late in the game.  

“We’ll have to go look at the tape to know what we need to work on 
and learn from going forward, but overall we were able to move the 
football successfully,” Goodwin said. “There are still things we need to 
do better and kinks we have to work out, but hopefully we’ll continue 
to mature and get better at that position and on offense in general.” 

With their first region win in the books, the Golden Tigers will now 
turn their attention to their next opponent in East Limestone. Goodwin 
said Russellville will celebrate the victory over the Red Devils, but 
there are still areas the Golden Tigers need to improve in before trav-
eling to take on the region rival Indians in Athens. 

“Offensively we can’t penalize ourselves,” he said. “We had some 
penalties and stuff like that we need to clean up. It was a highly com-
petitive game and in games like that emotions can run high some-
times, but we have to play to the whistle and then shut it down. 
Penalties have really hurt us, so we’ve got to clean that up, for sure.” 

Russellville will travel to East Limestone for its third straight road 
contest on September 13th before returning home to Golden Tiger 
Stadium against Ardmore on September 20th.
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Send your letters to the editor, guest columns, cartoon panels 
and other creative submissions to franklinfreepress@yahoo.com.
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