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On the cover: The 127th
U.S. Air Force Senior
Airman Alec McConnell,
a pavements and
construction equipment
specialist assigned to
the 127th Civil Engineer
Squadron, Michigan
National Guard, removes
asphalt at Selfridge Air
National Guard Base,
Michigan, Aug. 3, 2024.
U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO
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ByChiefMaster Sgt.
BruceHedrick
127th Wing

I am honored and hum-
bled to serve as the new
Command Chief here at
Selfridge.
While my priorities

are the same as our com-
mander, Brig. Gen. Bran-
cato, my role is to be the
principal adviser on en-
listed matters and the
Wing-level representative
for all enlisted members.
Every decision that lead-
ership makes has a person
behind it.
I have the privilege and

responsibility to advocate
on our members’ behalves
and ensure the policies
decided make the most
sense for the organization.
This is a team effort,

one that Brig. Gen. Bran-
cato and I do not take
lightly and work together,
hand-in-hand, on tack-
ling.
To be more detailed,

alongside the outstanding
Chief Master Sergeants
and First Sergeants at the
127th Wing, we advise
commanders on mission-
effectiveness, professional
development, recognition,
readiness, training, uti-
lization, health, morale,
and the welfare of the or-
ganization’s enlisted Air-
men, and take immediate
action to address short-
falls or challenges.
I, like you all, embrace

the priorities of Selfridge
Air National Guard Base:
People, Mission, Teams.
• People — our greatest

asset and most important

investment. We could not
accomplish what we do
without our people. En-
suring our personnel have
the proper development,
training, readiness, and
wellness are top priority.
• Mission — we have

amazing mission sets at

Selfridge that support lo-
cal, state, and national
level interests.
• Teams — collabora-

tion and inclusion only
make us stronger and
drive success. When we
work together, everything
is achievable.
This summer has been

wonderful for my family
and I.
After being stationed in

the National Capital Re-
gion for more than a de-
cade with some great as-
signments, it has been
even better moving back
to the Midwest.
The Selfridge commu-

nity has been incredibly
welcoming.
From the base commu-

nity council, civilian or-
ganizations, to Team Self-
ridge and our Wing mem-
bers, the support from
the community is un-
matched. I cannot thank
you enough for your warm
welcome.
For those considering

joining the Michigan Air
National Guard, I ask that
you reach out and have a
conversation.
The Air National Guard

has provided me with op-
portunities that I could
not have imagined. It is
a team that will help you
strive for personal excel-
lence, provides outstand-
ing benefits, and makes a
positive difference in your
life and community.

Selfridge community support is unmatched

Chief Master Sgt. Bruce
Hedrick

FROMTHENEWCOMMANDCHIEF

This summer has been
wonderful formy family and I.

A KC-135
Stratotanker
aircraft from

the 127th Wing,
Michigan Air

National Guard,
basks in the
glow of the

Northern Lights
Aug. 12, 2024,
at Marquette

Sawyer
International

Airport,
Marquette,
Michigan.

Four tankers
from the

wing’s 127th
Air Refueling

Group are
currently based
at the northern

Michigan
airport while
home station
Selfridge Air

National Guard
Base resurfaces

its runway.

COURTESY PHOTO
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By 127th Public Affairs
127th Wing

Residents near Self-
ridge Air National Guard
Base noticed less air traf-
fic this summer after ap-
proximately 350 Airmen
assigned to the 127th
Wing’s A-10 Thunderbolt
II aircraft mission de-
ployed to an undisclosed
location in late June.
In addition, a runway

repair project that began
in mid-July further im-
pacted local f light oper-
ations locally, dispersing
the KC-135 Stratotanker
aircraft mission to Detroit
Metro Airport, Romulus,
and Marquette Sawyer
Regional Airport, Gwinn.
The 127th Air Refuel-

ing Group has cultivated
partnerships with civilian
airports around the state
of Michigan over the past
few years as they trained
on specialized refueling
missions.
The temporary reloca-

tion of the 127th ARG to
other airports this sum-
mer has not impacted mis-
sion readiness, according
to U.S. Air Force Col. Leah
Voelker, 127th Air Refuel-
ing Group commander.
“Our mission is global

reach and temporarily op-
erating from dispersed lo-
cations affords us the op-
portunity to train as we
fight, which enhances our
mission capability. We are
still f lying, maintaining
and training in aerial re-
fueling for the Air Force,
just in dispersed loca-
tions,” Voelker explained.
This dispersed training

is similar to what the unit

would experience in a de-
ployed environment.
“This opportunity has

allowed us to spend a few
months really focusing
on agile combat employ-
ment operations, improv-
ing our mission agility by
demonstrating we can op-
erate completely from dif-
ferent multiple locations,”
he said.
The ongoing runway re-

pair project at Selfridge
involves a $9.8 million
construction contract ,
awarded to Cadillac As-
phalt, LLC, based in Can-
ton, which is removing
and replacing a nearly
20-acre area of exist-
ing asphalt at a depth of
6.25 inches, and complet-
ing structural repairs in
three separate locations.
The project is estimated
to employ more than 100
construction workers over
the duration.
After runway repairs

are complete, the KC-
135 will return to normal
operations at Selfridge
ANGB.
Comprised of approx-

imately 1,500 personnel
and flying both the A-10
Thunderbolt II and the
KC-135 Stratotanker air-
craft, the 127th Wing sup-
ports both the Air Mo-
bility Command and Air
Combat Command by pro-
viding highly skilled Air-
men to missions domesti-
cally and overseas.
The 127th Wing is the

host unit at Selfridge Air
National Guard Base,
which marks its 107th
year of continuous mil-
itary air operations in
2024.

BASEUPDATE

Runway repairs, deployment relocate Selfridge jets
U.S. Air Force Staff
Sgt. Ryan Hendershot,
a pavements and
construction equipment
specialist assigned to
the 127th Civil Engineer
Squadron, Michigan
National Guard, uses a skid
steer to break up cement
at Selfridge Air National
Guard Base, Michigan,
Aug. 3, 2024. The
Selfridge ANGB runway
is temporarily closed for
a $9.8million project to
replace nearly 20acres of
asphalt at a depth of 6.25
inches and make structural
repairs in three areas.
U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO
BY TECH. SGT. DREW SCHUMANN

The 127thWing is the host unit
at SelfridgeAir National Guard
Base, whichmarks its 107th
year of continuousmilitary air
operations in 2024.
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ByTech. Sgt. Andrew
Schumann
127th Wing Public Affairs

Defenders from the 127th
Security Forces Squadron
at Selfridge Air National
Guard Base, Michigan,
completed a field training
exercise to enhance skills
in airfield defense, both at
home and in deployed envi-
ronments.
The five-day exercise be-

gan Aug. 5, 2024, on tacti-
cal grounds located at Sel-
fridge ANGB. More than
40 security forces person-
nel trained in simulated en-
emy attacks, perimeter de-
fense, and refreshed skills
in the use of tools and ve-
hicles. The training was
designed to replicate chal-
lenges Security Forces per-
sonnel might encounter
during a deployment to an
austere location, such as
limited resources and un-
predictable threats.
“We conducted our an-

nual training, which con-
sisted of a multi-day field
exercise, requiring defend-
ers to deploy and secure a
forward operating site for a
minimumof 48 hours,” said
Master Sgt. Austin Brown,
the noncommissioned of-
ficer in charge of train-
ing for the 127th Security
Forces Squadron. “The in-
tent of this exercise was to
test how our unit would de-
ploy and survive in amulti-
day exercise with limited
resources available.”
During the exercise, de-

fenders worked in small
teams to practice securing
specific areas, performing
reconnaissance and partic-
ipating in simulated fire-
fights.
The scenarios required

airmen to adapt swiftly and
make decisions under pres-
sure, applying their skills in
small-unit tactics, commu-
nication and surveillance.

This provided defenders
with critical training for
conducting agile combat
employment.
Agile combat employ-

ment, the ability to gen-
erate airpower and capa-
bilities from multiple loca-
tions, is central to the Air
Force’s strategy for rap-
idly addressing emerging
threats and sustaining op-
erations in diverse envi-
ronments. Defenders play
a vital role in ACE by es-
tablishing andmaintaining
perimeter security around
bases and forward operat-
ing locations and the pro-
tection of aircraft, person-
nel and equipment in con-
tested situations.
The training prioritized

speed, flexibility and adapt-
ability, requiring defenders
to be ready to secure and
defend air assets and peo-
ple with limited infrastruc-
ture.
“The role of security

forces is shifting away from
being just centered on law
enforcement and security
to air base ground defense,”
explained 2nd Lt. Deja
Brown, security forces of-
ficer, 127th Security Forces

Squadron. “The job is shift-
ing to require a lot of set-
ting up defense positions,
digging trenches, and gen-
erally being out in the tac-
tical environment.”
These changes reflect the

need for Security Forces to
bemore adaptable, techno-
logically equipped and ca-
pable of operating in awide
range of environments.
In addition to the field

training tactics that were
practiced, the exercise also
focused on leadership and
teamwork, with squads be-
ing formed and taskedwith
the development of site de-
fense plans.
“Our Airmen were given

a budget, resource list and
commander’s intent in or-
der to get them thinking on
a strategic level to employ
the effects of integrated
defense with limited re-
sources and capabilities”,
Master Sgt. Brown added.
Emphasizing leadership

development is a crucial as-
pect of the Security Forces’
training approach, ensur-
ing Airmen are not only
technically skilled, but also
equipped to lead in chal-
lenging situations.

FULLYTESTED

127th Wing defenders complete
field training at home

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY TECH. SGT. ANDREW SCHUMANN

U.S. Air Force Senior Airman Gehrig Mitchell, a defender
with the 127th Security Forces Squadron, Michigan
National Guard, patrols a simulated base perimeter on an
all-terrain vehicle at Selfridge Air National Guard Base,
Michigan, Aug. 6, 2024.

ByTech. Sgt. Tristan
Viglianco
127th Wing

In the era of great power
competition, the abil-
ity to care for and trans-
port patients will be an
essential task for the joint
force. Northern Strike
24-2 exercised this capa-
bility through a joint ca-
sualty evacuation process
known as an en route pa-
tient staging system.
From Aug. 11-13, approx-

imately 20 Michigan Air
National Guardsmen as-
signed to the 127th Medi-
cal Group set up an ERPSS
facility next to the flight
line at the Alpena Combat
Readiness Training Cen-
ter.
The team received and

loaded numerous patients
on both U.S. Army and Air
Force aircraft.
“We are a segue between

a role two and role three
medical facility,” said U.S.
Air Force Capt. Christo-
pher Hanczaruk, a physi-
cian with the 127th MDG
and the primary ERPSS
physician for the exercise.
“The transit of casualties
in battle goes from the
point of injury where they
are then medically evacu-
ated to a role two facility,
which in the Air Force is
known as an (expedition-
ary medical support sys-
tem). Laymen may know it
as a ‘MASH’ facility. There,
they are surgically stabi-
lized for the injuries they
sustained in combat.”
“From that point, they

are transitioned to one of
our ERPSS facilities typi-
cally situated close to an
airfield or helicopter pad
in anticipation of evacua-
tion out of the theater into
a more established hospi-
tal,” continued Hanczaruk.
According to Capt. An-

drew Chandler, a medical
readiness officer with the
127th MDG, after Alpena,
patients were notionally

sent to the follow-on care
facility in Fort McCoy,
Wisconsin. In total, the
team notionally treated
50 patients, then evacu-
ated 47 of them on four
separate flights.
“Northern Strike is the

best opportunity for us to
practice,” Chandler said.
“Going through the mo-
tions in a training envi-
ronment allows everyone
to understand each oth-
er’s jobs and figure out a
workflow.”
Being able to establish

and run an ERPSS facility
is one of the critical capa-
bilities the 127th MDG pro-
vides to the Air Force.
“Not all medical units

have an ERPSS,” Chan-
dler said. “Our unit will
deploy as a package to set
up the ERPSS wherever we
are needed. We get to play
how we would work and go
through the stress now in
a safe environment before
we head out the door.”
With approximately

6,300 personnel from 32
states and territories, NS
24-2 provided the med-
ics a plethora of opportu-

nities to work with their
joint partners.
“It is rare to get (this vol-

ume of joint force assets),”
Hanczaruk said. “It’s great
to interact with personnel
from different branches
in opportunities we might
not otherwise get to.”
Northern Strike strives

to build a realistic and
dynamic environment in
order to build readiness
with visiting units. For in-
stance, one demand asked
of the ERPSS team was
to form an Aeromedical
Evacuation team to care
for patients while in tran-
sit on the MC130J Com-
mando II.
“The planners of North-

ern Strike like to throw
curve balls at you to make
sure you are able to adjust
for contingencies, which
is more realistic in a com-
bat situation,” Hanczaruk
said. “This shows we are
always ready, always pre-
paring. We have a saying
in the medical group that,
‘They always send the best
to save the best,’ and that’s
what we are prepared to
do.”

Airmen practice casualty evacuation

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY TECH. SGT. TRISTAN D. VIGLIANCO

U.S. Air Force medics, from the 127th Medical Group,
Michigan Air National Guard, load a litter on a U.S. Army
CH-47from the 3rd Battalion, 238th General Support
Aviation Regiment, Michigan Army National Guard during
Exercise Northern Strike 2024-2, at the Alpena Combat
Readiness Training Center, Michigan, Aug. 11, 2024. The
ERPSS training is exercising the 127th MDG’s ability to
treat, stabilize and evacuate patients for further medical
care.

READYANDPREPARED
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BySeniorMaster Sgt.
Daniel Heaton
127th Wing Public Affairs

Michigan Air National
Guard Airmen from three
career fields honed their
skills during a two-week
training evolution in Ger-
many in June.
Approximately 50 Air-

men, primarily members
of the 127th Civil Engi-
neer Squadron at Selfridge
Air National Guard Base,
Michigan, participated in
the training event, which
was centered at Ramstein
Air Base, Germany.
The team included per-

sonnel from all three of
the squadron’s primary
functional areas — fire-
fighters, construction and
emergency management
— and included a few Air-
men from other states
who joined the Michigan
Guardsmen to capitalize
on the opportunity.
“This deployment for

training also gave us an
opportunity to synch up
with our active-duty coun-
terparts, which provides
both sides of that equation
to learn from each other,”
said Chief Master Sgt. Lyle
Black, the senior enlisted
leader for the 127th CES.
During the two-week

DFT, the CES firefight-
ers spent the bulk of their
working hours at a fire sim-
ulation facility at the base,
conducting training on a
range of rescue and fire-
fighting scenarios in struc-
tures and in response to an
aircraft crash or other in-
cident.
“We have a number of

younger Airmen who just
joined our squadron,” said
Staff Sgt. Matthew Jarecki,
one of the 127th firefight-
ers overseeing the train-
ing. “This gives us the op-
portunity to work together,
conducting exercises that

build on one another so we
all understand who needs
to do what in different sce-
narios.”
The training also pro-

v ided an opportunity
for junior Airmen to get
“signed off” — or certified
— on the operation of a va-
riety of equipment.
Among those getting

signed off was Airman
Basic Dylan Tipken, who
joined the 127 CES about
a month prior to the Ger-

many trip, after complet-
ing Air Force Basic Mili-
tary Training and his ini-
tial firefighter technical
school.
“I think tech school

gives you that base level
of information,” said Tip-
ken, who graduated from
high school in 2023. “Get-
ting out here on this exer-
cise, I’m getting to see how
these guys operate, how
they work together to get
the job done.”

Also valuable, said Se-
nior Master Sgt. Wesley
Cooper, the senior member
of the firefighting team on
the trip, was seeing both
newer Airmen and more
experienced members of
the team coming together
as they spent time together
both on and off the job.
“That’s really an under-

appreciated benefit of this
type of training experi-
ence,” he said.
During the deployment

for training, the Michigan
Airmen were housed to-
gether and took their meals
together at a training com-
pound at Ramstein, fur-
ther reinforcing the team-
building aspects of the
trip.
Master Sg t . Just in

Fletcher, superintendent
of the heating, ventila-
tion and cooling section
for the 127 CES, said his
team were able to broaden
their skills by working out-

side their specific specialty,
with the HVAC Airmen as-
sisting the team’s Struc-
tures shop building walls
and hanging doors in a
classroom area.
“The people we are

working with, point at
something and ask if we
can handle it. Then we put
our heads together and get
it done,” he said. “That’s
how I like to work — ev-
eryone chipping in to get
the job done.”

Michigan Airmen hone skills in Germany

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY SENIOR MASTER SGT. DAN HEATON

Firefighters from the 127th Civil Engineer Squadron, Michigan Air National Guard, review their procedures prior to a firefighting skills exercise during a
deployment for training at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, June 26, 2024. During the deployment, Airmen from all three of the primary areas in the civil
engineer squadron — firefighting, construction and emergency management — worked alongside their active-duty counterparts to hone their skills.

OVERSEASMISSION

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2024 THE MACOMB DAILY | SPECIALSECTION | 5



ByMaster Sgt. Chelsea E.
FitzPatrick
127th Wing Public Affairs

Conversation abruptly stopped
as 10 Air National Guardsmen
looked skyward while two A-10
Thunderbolt II aircraft dropped
simulated bombs and fired
Gatling guns with a familiar
“BRRT” at the Grayling Air Gun-
nery Range on May 21, 2024. The
Airmen, members of the 127th
Wing’s agile combat employment
or “ACE” team, representing a va-
riety of aircraft maintenance ca-
reer fields, were at the range prac-
ticing advanced fieldcraft skills
with members of the 284th Air
Support Operations Squadron,
Kansas Air National Guard.
“A maintainer loading weap-

ons or fixing hydraulics on an
airplane; they’re not necessar-
ily getting the full picture,” Mas-
ter Sgt. Joshua Eby, weapons sec-
tion chief with the 127th Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron and an
ACE Team lead, said. “But when
you’re actually out here on the
range, you can see all of that work
going into the aircraft to get them
into the air, to get the pilot in con-
tact with joint tactical air control-
lers. I think it’s extremely valu-
able.”
On Oct. 1, 2022, the Air Force

updated training requirements
for all Airmen to ensure they can
survive and operate anywhere re-
quired in today’s contingency en-
vironment.
For members of the ACE Team,

this “ready airman training”
opened up new opportunities by
offering “advance ready training”
in combat field skills. In 2023, the
421st Combat Training Squadron
at Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lake-
hurst, New Jersey, announced
new course offerings in several
field skills proficiency levels, re-
placing the outdated “just-in-
time” model.
“We’re required to have a cer-

tain percentage of Airmen cer-
tified in both ART ‘core’ and
ART ‘contingency location’ or CL
coursework,” Eby said. “The train-
ing here in Alpena is covering top-
ics we didn’t learn at Ft. Dix and
also introducing core skills to Air-

men who haven’t yet been to the
schoolhouse.”
The ART core is a five-day class

that trains Airmen who will work
outside established bases in skills
such as weapons sustainment and
caring for casualties under fire.
The ARTCL course includes core
skills, with more specialized field
skills like emergency close air sup-
port and high-threat driving. CL
is designed for Airmen who will
travel further forward to austere
contingency locations, many lack-
ing infrastructures, in support of
ACE operations.
“Our ACE Team is leading the

charge as far as I’m concerned
and from what I have heard from
other units around the United
States,” Eby said.
The ACE team was in the right

place at the right time when they
were housed with tactical air con-

trol party personnel assigned to
the Kansas Air National Guard’s
284th Air Support Operations
Squadron during a recent exer-
cise.
“When we were in Avon Park,

Florida for Agile Rage 2024, we
met the 284th ASOS and asked
them if we could send our person-
nel to the range with them,” Eby
said. “When they saw how moti-
vated we were, down to the low-
est rank, they started to invite us
on other training opportunities.”
TACPs operate in joint combat

environments, embedding with
troops on the ground to coordi-
nate close-air support with pilots
directly, leading them to enemy
targets. Once 284th ASOS TACPs
learned about the ACE Team’s
mission, they knew they wanted
to help augment the ART require-
ments that ACE Team members

didn’t get at the schoolhouse.
Tech. Sgt. Jesse Drehos, a TACP

with the 284th ASOS, said the re-
lationship is highly beneficial for
both groups.
“They are the personnel that

work on the aircraft we use,”
Drehos said. “They’re very moti-
vated, and if that’s the mentality
they have, you want to be around
that because it motivates us, too.”
Tech. Sgt. Ethan Van Dam, an

ACE Team member and repair
and reclamation specialist as-
signed to the 127th Maintenance
Squadron, said the training he’s
received from the 284th ASOS is
extremely valuable because it has
helped create realistic scenarios
that prepared him for what they
may encounter downrange.
“It’s made us see the situations

wemay encounter and better pre-
pared us,” Van Dam said. “This is,

by far, the best training I’ve ever
had in the Air Force.”
For the 127th Wing’s ACE

Team, the partnership with the
284th ASOS is yet another level of
innovation they have integrated
into their training program and
ensures they have the necessary
ART skills.
Over the past three years, the

team has made history receiving
and launching A-10s on domestic
highways in Wyoming and two
Michigan locations. They also
traveled to Germany and Latvia
last year to train with key state
partners in the eastern European
area of responsibility.
At home, the ACE Team in-

tegrated with the Army by get-
ting Humvee driving certified
and loaded their equipment in
and then traveled in CH-47 Chi-
nooks, simulating troop move-
ments to contingency locations.
Last month, they partnered with
the 127th Security Forces Squad-
ron to familiarize themselves
in weapons they don’t generally
train on.
For the ACE Team, learning

and growing together has made
them a stronger unit and more
prepared to execute their prior-
ity mission — maintaining and
launching the A-10.
“I absolutely love the guys I

work with. We all want to be
here,” Van Dam said. “That’s the
most you could ask from a group
of 20 guys coming together.”

WORKINGTOGETHER

Maintainers, special operations troops team up, innovate training
Members of the 127th
Maintenance Group’s agile combat
employment team, Michigan Air
National Guard, observe A-10
Thunderbolt II aircraft practice
airstrikes at the Grayling Air
Gunnery Range, Rogers, Michigan,
May 20, 2024. Comprised of
Airmen from all career fields
responsible for the care and
upkeep of the A-10, the ACE team
worked with tactical air control
party specialists assigned to the
284th Air Support Operations
Squadron, Kansas Air National
Guard, to learn skills for launching
A-10s from contingency locations.
U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD PHOTO BY TECH.
SGT. CHELSEA E. FITZPATRICK
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ByAirman 1st Class
JacobHessen
127th Wing

Imagine getting a new
job and then asking for ex-
tended time off in the first
six months.
For many people, this

would be unthinkable, but
not for Aichetou Haidara, a
command support squad-
ron Human Resources Spe-
cialist for the 127th Mis-
sion Support Group, Michi-
ganNational Guard. She felt
comfortable doing so be-
cause of the support from
her co-workers, but also be-
cause this was no ordinary
trip.
Haidara was embarking

on the Hajj, a five-day pil-
grimage to Mecca, Saudi
Arabia, that every Muslim
must make at least once in
their lifetime, if able.

“I’ve always had it in
the back of my mind, but
my sister and my husband,
like they kind of pushed
me into it because they’ve
completed it before,” Haid-
ara said.
As a civilian employee

without any military back-
ground, she was worried
about what extended time
away might do for her job
security. But she was reas-
sured by her leadership it
wasn’t an issue.
“They said: ‘Your job is

secure. You’ll be OK,” Haid-
ara said. “Just go ahead
and do what you have to
do. When you come back,
you just pick up where you
left off.’”
Without having to worry

about her job, she was now
ready for the hard part —
embarking on the trip. But
before she could do that, she

needed to do research. Mil-
lions of people from around
theworld go on theHajj and
she needed to be well-pre-

pared for it to be a success.
“Every time I encoun-

tered some people that
have completed the Hajj,
I’ll ask them questions to
help me prepare for it and
to see what kind of support
I needed,” Haidara said.
“It’s not cheap. It averages
anywhere between $14,000
to $19,000. So yes, basically
a lifetime saving for most
people.”
After Haidara completed

planning, the time finally
came for her to embark on
her journey. After she ar-
rived in Mecca, she was
overwhelmed. With mil-
lions of people from dif-
ferent cultures all over the
world, Haidara was blown
away by it all.
“It was very emotional,”

Haidara said. “I had tears in
my eyes just being there, be-
ing surrounded by millions

of people and everybody’s
here for the same cause.”
As powerful as that was,

it wasn’t without its chal-
lenges.
On top ofmillions of peo-

ple convening on Mecca,
there was the intense Saudi
Arabian heat to contend
with. Part of the Hajj in-
cludes walking 13-20 miles
a day, traveling to differ-
ent sites while in the 115 F
heat. Haidara said she saw
people pass out frequently.
Around 1,300 people died
during this Hajj — a reality
that shocked her.
AfterHaidara safely com-

pleted the Hajj, she stayed
in Mecca a little longer to
rest and recuperate. After
reflecting on her experi-
ence, she found she has be-
come more patient, humble
and understanding — qual-
ities that help her in her job

with the 127thWing. It gave
her a greater desire to do
good and to help people.
“It’s a blessing to be

healthy. It’s a blessing to
have a job. It’s a blessing
to be breathing. It’s a bless-
ing to be walking,” Haid-
ara said.
Upon returning home

from the Hajj and going
back to work, Haidara feels
her perspective has changed
and she is very grateful to
her military leadership that
she was able to go. Now she
can give advice to others
considering the Hajj.
“It’s mentally, physically,

financially draining. So,
you have to do your own re-
search.” Haidara said. “Just
get yourself an idea of what
it is, but go into the mind-
set not expecting anything,
because it’s not what you’re
going to expect.”

ANEMOTIONAL JOURNEY

Wing supports Hajj pilgrimage

COURTESY PHOTO

Aichetou Haidara is shown
at the Hajj pilgrimage in
Mecca, Saudi Arabia.

U.S. Air Force
KC-135
Stratotanker
aircraft
assigned to
the 127th
Air Refueling
Group taxi on
Selfridge Air
National Guard
Base, Michigan,
July 10, 2024.
The 127th
Wing’s KC-135
fleet dispersed
to temporary
basing
throughout the
state ahead
of a runway
repair project
that will impact
local flight
operations for
approximately
90days.

U.S. AIR NATIONAL
GUARD PHOTO BY
MUNNAF H. JOARDER
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Anchor Bay Schools, Armada Area Schools, Center Line Public Schools, Chippewa Valley Schools,
Clintondale Community Schools, Eastpointe Community Schools, Fitzgerald Public Schools, Fraser Public Schools,

Lake Shore Public Schools, Lakeview Public Schools, L’Anse Creuse Public Schools, Mount Clemens Community Schools,
New Haven Community Schools, Richmond Community Schools, Romeo Community Schools, Roseville Community Schools,

South Lake Schools, Utica Community Schools, Van Dyke Public Schools, Warren Consolidated Schools,
Warren Woods Public Schools

For more information about Macomb County Schools, please visit

www.misd.net

Macomb County School Students and Staff

With Gratitude for our
U.S. Servicemen and Women

who Sacrifice for our Freedoms
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