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Lincoln revisited
Bay Area Creators present world

premiere of original musical, 
“The Other Mr. Lincoln”

See page 5

San José
announces area for
first safe sleeping
site in city history
SEE PAGE 9

Campbell’s heritage
theatre presents an
evening of music with
legends Herb Alpert &
Lani Hall  SEE PAGE 5

Teens in San Jose earn the
highest online incomes of all
US teenagers, study shows

N
ew data finds teenagers in
San Jose earn an average of
$1,705 per year from digi‐

tal platforms, 2.4 times more than
the national average for online
earnings.

New data has revealed that
teenagers in San Jose earn an aver‐
age of $1,705 per year from digi‐
tal platforms, ranking top with the
highest income for teen digital
earners. 

In the neighboring city of San
Francisco teens are earning
approximately $1073.75 a year
through digital platforms. Teens
in San Diego and LA are earning
an annual average of $824.20 and
$867.53 online respectively. 

To explore the scale of teen earn‐
ings through digital channels in
the US, Whop, the all‐in‐one plat‐
form for digital products, gathered
survey data from US teenagers
aged between 12‐18 years old to
produce the US teen digital earn‐
ings report 2024. The findings

show that teenagers in the US are
capitalizing on their digital pres‐
ence and turning screen time into
serious income.

The study showed that two in
five (42%) teenagers across the
US are actively earning money
online. Additionally, around one
student in every high school,

around 40,000 US teenagers, earns
$10,000 or more each year via
their digital channels. Meanwhile,
just 38% of 16–19‐year‐olds were
in employment or searching for a
job in May 2024. 

How are teenagers making
money online? 

Digital entrepreneurship ranked
highly when asked about their
career aspirations, 33% of San Jose
teenagers stated they aspired to
be a TikTok creator. A further 33%
stated they’d choose to be their
own boss, selecting entrepreneur.
This was followed by a
doctor/nurse (27%), a Youtuber
(20%) and an actor (20%). 

• Clothes and apparel ‐ Selling
clothes, footwear, or apparel acces‐
sories is the most common method
teenagers are using to earn online,
with one in six doing so. Over four
hundred thousand (439,310) US
teens are earning at least $1,000
a year through selling clothes
online. 

• Social media ‐ One in three stu‐
dents under the age of 18 have
been approached by a brand to 

See EARNINGS, page 3

Legacy: Six Decades of Sacred Heart Community Service will be celebrated
with a special Gala on Saturday, September 28th, at the Corinthian in Down-
town San Jose.

Sacred Heart Community 
Service marks 60 years 
of impact; requests 
donations to fight poverty

Report: San Jose teenagers earn 2.4 times
from digital platforms than national average 

S
acred Heart Community Serv‐
ice (SHCS) is calling upon its
supporters and the greater Sil‐

icon Valley community to help sus‐
tain its critical work as it celebrates
Legacy: Six Decades of Sacred Heart
Community Service with a special
Gala on Saturday, September 28th,
at the Corinthian in Downtown San
Jose.

“For 60 years, SHCS has stood as
a beacon of hope, providing food,
clothing, and essential services to
over 60,000 people annually. But
the fight against poverty is far
from over,” said SHCS Founder
Louise Benson. “As we celebrate
this legacy, we face a crucial need
for donations to continue serving
the most vulnerable in our com‐
munity.”

Benson said she started her jour‐
ney in 1964 from her West San Jose
home, offering help to neighbors
in need. Today, Sacred Heart has
grown into one of the Bay Area's
most impactful nonprofits, work‐
ing tirelessly to fight poverty. “But,
without immediate financial sup‐
port, our ability to meet the grow‐
ing demand for services is at risk.”

Benson said. 
Senior Director of Development

Elizabeth Matthews stresses the
importance of the upcoming Gala:    

"This Gala is not just a celebra‐
tion but a crucial opportunity to
secure the resources we need to
continue our mission. Attending,
donating, or sponsoring this event
shows that we are united in the
fight against poverty. Now is the
time to come together and ensure
Sacred Heart's work continues for
decades to come."

The Gala will feature fine din‐
ing, keynote speakers, and special
performances by Poet Mike McGee,
Singer Amy Dabalos, and the San
Jose Jazz Youth Orchestra. Atten‐
dees can also win exciting prizes,
like a one‐night stay at Hayes Man‐
sion. However, the most important
gift is donations to support our
community.

To purchase Gala tickets or to make
a donation, visit https:// bit.ly/SHC‐
SLegacy  Note: attire: Formal  

For more information or to dis‐
cuss sponsorship opportunities,
contact Elizabeth Matthews at eliz‐
abethmatthews@sacredheartcs.org

Fall energy bills to include $55.17
California Climate Credit for
PG&E electric customers

I
n October, millions of residential and eligible small business cus‐
tomers will receive the California Climate Credit on their Pacific
Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) electric bill. Customers do not

need to do anything to receive the credit.
Residential households with an active electric account will receive

an electric credit of $55.17, the same amount they received in the
spring. The twice‐a‐year electric credit was first delivered in April, in
addition to an annual natural gas credit of $85.46 for residential cus‐
tomers with a natural gas account. Combined‐use customers’ total
bill credits for 2024 is $195.80. 

Eligible small business customers will receive the electric credit in
October, bringing their total bill credits for 2024 to $110.34.
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US city: Average teen digital earnings per year
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Earnings
Continued from page 1
sponsor a product through their social
media, or know someone who has.

• Gaming ‐ Video games are another
source of income, with over 450 thousand
(454,907) teenagers in the US earning over
ten times above average.

It’s evident that operating online has given
teenagers a platform to leapfrog the tradi‐
tional roles to become their own boss, high‐
lighting a whole digital economy that US
teenagers are at the forefront of.

Cameron Zoub, CGO and co‐founder of
Whop, says:

"The way people make a living is chang‐
ing — Gen Alpha and Gen Z’s entrepre‐
neurial mindset alone is proof of that. They
aren’t mindlessly scrolling as some would
have you believe. They’re building their
networks, meaningfully engaging with
brands, and creating their own path to finan‐
cial freedom.”

“Our findings are clear: younger genera‐
tions are hungry for opportunities to make
money online. It’s a sign of the times, and
what more is to come.”

Source: Whop
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Taking action
By Matt Mahan

W
hen I took office, I promised we would
take bold action on homelessness. I prom‐
ised not to let the perfect be the enemy

of the good. And I promised that together we would
deliver results. 

Soon after, we launched
our weekly Saturday
clean‐ups. One of the first
clean‐ups we organized
was at Watson Park.
Some of you reading this
were there, and may
remember, as I do, how
horrific the conditions
were.

Along the edge of the
park near the creek–a
greenspace that should
be open and clean–was
filled with debris, rotting
former belongings and
human excrement, and dozens of stolen shopping
carts. Even after two clean‐ups, the
park and surrounding environment
are still impacted by camping and
neighbors have told me they don’t
feel safe using the park. This is
unacceptable. We can’t make last‐
ing progress if we have people liv‐
ing in unmanaged, unsafe condi‐
tions without security, sanitation
and basic rules. 

This week, we took action to
change that. We took another step
toward fulfilling the promises I

made to treat homelessness like the crisis it is and
finally restore this park to what it should be – a
clean, safe, welcoming place for everyone to enjoy. 

This neighborhood will be the first to see the ben‐
efits of a new solution we are going to test — one
that will preserve our park and protect it from re‐
encampment – our first Safe Sleeping Site.

My team and Councilmember Torres’ office
recently went door‐to‐door, letting neighbors know
that they'll be the first to see the effects of this new
approach. We’ll be working with the neighbor‐
hood every step of the way to ensure this solution
benefits everyone.

Likely to open in early 2025, these sites will serve
those currently living in encampments in the imme‐
diate vicinity first. We will then create no encamp‐
ment zones within a minimum two‐block radius
of the site to prevent the unmanaged, unsafe sites
from returning to the neighborhood. This is a new
approach that we believe will reduce the impacts
of encampments and help get people stabilized
and on a path toward self‐sufficiency as we invest
in more treatment beds, shelter beds and afford‐
able housing. All of these solutions are valuable,
but we can’t wait for the most permanent solu‐
tions in order to take action on the crisis in front
of us today. 

We’re still working through the details of oper‐
ation, including how many people will be served
at this site, but we know that services will include
sanitation, trash pick‐up, security and case man‐
agement. There will be a code of conduct strictly
enforced with bans on weapons and drug use on
site, and support in accessing the resources our
homeless neighbors need to get on a better path.
You can see the site and hear more about the plan
below.

This site will be the first of a few to move for‐
ward this year, as we step up our efforts to end
the era of unmanaged, unsafe encampments and
all of the issues that come with them. Last year,
we reduced unsheltered homelessness in San Jose
by nearly 11%, but far too many neighborhoods
are still severely impacted by unmanaged encamp‐
ments and can’t wait years until enough afford‐
able housing is built. While we take an “all of the
above” approach that includes building new treat‐
ment beds via our County government, tiny homes,
safe parking sites, and affordable housing (as well
as investments in upstream homelessness pre‐
vention), we will also move more decisively to
manage the situation on our streets for everyone’s
sake. That’s what safe sleeping sites are all about. 

We can’t allow our public spaces to fall into
squalor any more than we can
allow our homeless neighbors
to live in it – that’s why we’re
moving with urgency to create
a better quality of life for all of
us. We’ll keep you updated in the
coming weeks and months as
we continue to make progress
and work with the immediate
neighbors to establish a Safe
Sleeping Site that works for
everyone.

From the
Mayor
Matt Mahan

Mayor, San Jose
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C
ampbell’s historic Heritage
Theatre is presenting an excit‐
ing show from two legendary

performers: An Evening with Herb
Alpert and Lani Hall performs at 8
p.m. on Wednesday, October 9. 

Here is your chance to see two
legendary performers: Music icon
Herb Alpert & his wife Lani Hall,
Grammy‐winning vocalist and for‐
mer lead singer of Brazil ‘66 with
Sergio Mendes, and their classic
recordings, "Mas Que Nada," "Fool
On The Hill," "Going Out Of My
Head," and "Daytripper."

Herb is celebrating his 62nd year
since recording his first hit song,
"The Lonely Bull" in 1962. Herb,
Lani, and their incredible band, per‐
form an eclectic mix of American
standards, Brazilian jazz, some Bea‐
tles, some classic Tijuana Brass and
Brazil '66 songs, as well as many
surprises. 

The shows are informal as Herb
loves to answer questions from the
audience about his and Lani's music
careers, A&M Records, the Carpen‐

ters, Burt Bacharach, and the many
other iconic artists they have both
worked with over the past 50 years.

The show features a giant video
screen that displays hundreds of
classic photos, videos, and various
memorabilia from Herb & Lani's
music careers. A truly exciting show
from two legendary performers.

Herb Alpert & The Tijuana Brass
propelled his sound into the pop
music limelight, at one point out‐
selling the Beatles two to one. In
1966, they achieved the since‐
unmatched feat of simultaneously
having four albums in the Top 10–
and five in the Top 20. Herb Alpert
also has the distinction of being the
only artist who has had a #1 instru‐
mental and a #1 vocal single.

Two‐time Grammy Award‐win‐
ning vocalist and producer Lani
Hall started her singing career in
1966 as the lead singer of Sergio
Mendes’s breakthrough group,
Brasil ’66. In 1966, A&M Records
signed Brasil ’66 and Lani met Herb,
who is also the co‐founder of A&M
Records. Herb and Lani married in
1973.

Bay Area Creators
present world 
premiere of original
musical, “The Other
Mr. Lincoln” 

Don Hood (book & lyrics, stage
director) and Harry Reed (com‐
poser, musical director) were both
born and raised in San Jose, Cali‐
fornia. 

Their musical, “The Other Mr. Lin‐
coln,” begins about 100 years after
“Hamilton,” with an incredible jour‐
ney through the tumultuous times
of the 1860’s to the 1920’s, seen
through the eyes of President Lin‐
coln’s oldest son, Robert, the Other
Mr. Lincoln!

As life changing as those times
were, we have found during this
2024 election year, that this musi‐
cal has a relevant story to tell
today’s audience! Spy intrigue,
thwarting conspiracies, Presiden‐
tial assassinations. And so much
more! Witness a “Scandalous” Suf‐
fragette Movement protest, and
then a “Twilight Zone”‐type finale!

With a cast playing 80 different
characters, and a 12‐piece orches‐
tra playing 17 songs in 11 differ‐
ent genres of music, it takes you
through history you only thought
you knew! 

The World Premiere will open at
the Hammer Theatre in Downtown
San Jose, CA, on October 10th
@8pm (Opening Night), with addi‐
tional performances on October
11th @8pm, and October 12th, 2
p.m. matinee and 8 p.m. evening. 

Symphony San Jose
presents: Symphonic
Spooktacular 
‘Haunting Harmonies’
Oct. 26, 27; Special youth 
ticket program available 

By William Bellou
Publisher 

Just in time for Halloween,
Symphony San Jose and Sym‐
phony San Jose Chorale con‐

jure up some of classical music’s
scariest hits. The concert, “Haunt‐
ing Harmonies” will be held start‐
ing at 7:30 p.m. Oct. 26 and 2:30
p.m. on Oct. 27 at California The‐
atre in downtown San Jose.  

Symphonic Spooktacular features
“Haunting Harmonies” with music
including J.S. Bach’s Toccata &
Fugue, Saint‐Saëns Danse Macabre,
Mussorgsky’s Night on Bald Moun‐
tain, Bernard Herrmann’s Psycho
Suite, and John Williams’ Harry Pot‐
ter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. 

The event is being promoted as
the perfect Halloween concert for
the entire family. Additionally, a
costume contest with “spooktacu‐

lar” prizes will also be held for
those who feel like dressing
up. Don’t feel like dressing up?
Come as you are and enjoy
watching the costume parade.
The Program: 

J.S. Bach: Toccata and Fugue,
BWV 565 in D minor

Camille Saint‐Saëns: Danse
Macabre

Modest Mussorgsky: Night
on Bald Mountain

John Williams: Devil’s Dance
(from (The Witches of East‐
wick”)

Andrew Lloyd Weber: Phan‐
tom of the Opera

Edvard Grieg: In the Hall of
the Mountain King

Franz Schubert: Die Erlkönig
Bernard Herrman: Suite from

Psycho
John Williams: Double Trouble

(from Harry Potter and the Prisoner
of Azkaban)

John Williams: Duel of the Fates
(from Star Wars The Phantom Men‐
ace) 

Artists 
Conductor: Peter Jaffe
Symphony San Jose
Symphony San Jose Chorale
For Tickets, phone: 408.286.

2600; or visit Symphony San Jose’s
website: www.symphonysan‐
jose.org; Email: jmeyers@sym‐
phonysanjose.org

Walk‐Up Box Office: 325 South
First Street, San Jose, 95113. Locat‐
ed between San Carlos and San Sal‐
vador Street next to the California
Theatre. Ticket Office Hours: Mon‐

day through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. 

Super Discounted (Available for
California Theatre Series only. No
specialty programs or Nutcracker
tickets.)

1. Special Youth Ticket price: A
ticket for concert goers, age 17 and
under, can be discounted up to 50%
when purchased along with a full‐
price ticket.

2. SoundCheck Pass: A Season
Ticket for all seven California The‐
atre Series concerts for just $25.
That’s the price for the whole sea‐
son… not just one concert. Avail‐
able to anyone ages 5 to 25. Check
the Community & Education tab on
the website for more information
or call or email the box office. Must
be purchased in person. Patrons
ages 18 to 25 must have a photo
I.D. 
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An Evening with Herb Alpert and Lani Hall performs Wednesday, October 9 at
Heritage Theatre in Campbell, CA.

Campbell’s Heritage Theatre 
presents an evening of music with
legends Herb Alpert & Lani Hall  



Gryaznov to perform an all
Rachmaninoff program with
orchestral accompaniment
by G‑Phil technology 
developed by the artist

By William Bellou
Publisher 

V
yacheslav Gryaznov, Russ‐
ian concert pianist, arranger
and composer, will perform

live in concert for Steinway Soci‐
ety ‐ The Bay Area on Saturday,
November 16, 2024, 7:30 p.m. at
the Visual and Performing Arts
Center (at De Anza College) in
Cupertino, CA. 

All works in this concert are per‐
formed with orchestral accompa‐
niment by G‐Phil, technology

developed by the artist. Interviews
with Mr. Gryaznov regarding this
proprietary technology are avail‐
able upon request.  

To meet the needs of a diverse
community of patrons, Steinway
Society also offers a recorded
option to enjoy the concert on‐
demand for 48 hours. 

To purchase tickets visit:
https://steinwaysociety.com/tick‐
ets; or visit the Steinway Bay Area
Box Office: 408.300.5635; or Email:
office@steinwaysociety.com .

Note: Livestream online: $26.75
per household. / All concerts are
recorded live and made available
for unlimited listens for 48 hours.
Student Rush and Group Discounts
available.

THE PROGRAM 
Rachmaninoff, Piano Concerto

No. 1 in F‐sharp Minor, Op. 1
I. Vivace
II. Andante cantabile
III. Allegro scherzando

Rachmaninoff, Rhapsody on a
Theme of Paganini, Op. 43

INTERMISSION
Rachmaninoff, Piano Concerto

No. 2 in C Minor, Op. 18
I. Moderato
II. Adagio sostenuto
III. Allegro scherzando

Vyacheslav Gryaznov made his
2016 West Coast debut with Stein‐
way Society, and this is his third
return to our stage. Since then, he
has gathered acclaim at Berlin Phil‐
harmonie and Carnegie Hall,
among others, and authored more
than 40 concert arrangements. He
has gained a reputation as one of
the most remarkable young
arrangers working today. In 2014,
Gryaznov signed a publishing con‐
tract with Schott Music, the
youngest Russian in their history
to do so.

Gryaznov studied at the Moscow
State Conservatory for his under‐
graduate and postgraduate de‐
grees and earned the Yale School
of Music’s Artist Diploma in 2018.

“Mr. Gryaznov demonstrated a
wonderful fleetness of fingers and

a hugely impressive command of...
monstrous difficulties that need
to be conquered." 

‐Concertonet
Steinway Society ‐ The Bay Area

is a nonprofit organization based
in Silicon Valley. Now in its historic
30th season, this dedicated group
of musicians, pianists, teachers,
and arts lovers promotes excel‐
lence in piano performance and
music education. Each season,
Steinway Society presents a series
of classical piano concerts featur‐
ing international award‐winning
pianists, as well as an active school
music program. For more infor‐
mation on season subscriptions,
individual tickets, the artists, and
Steinway Society, go to www.Stein‐
waySociety.com or contact (408)
300‐5635.                                                     
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Steinway Society - The Bay Area
presents: Vyacheslav Gryaznov,
Concert Pianist, Arranger and 
Composer returns to the Bay Area

Pianist Vyacheslav Gryaznov to per-
form live with his new technology, G-
Phil Nov. 16 at the Visual and Per-
forming Arts Center at  De Anza Col-
lege in Cupertino, CA.

Tam Truong, a candidate for the District
8 San Jose City Council seat, speaks
during the January 2023 appointment
hearings. File photo.

San Jose cop 
running for office
to stay in race
despite adminis-
trative leave

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight

A
San Jose police sergeant and
City Council candidate, Tam
Truong, has been placed on

administrative leave amid allega‐
tions of mortgage fraud. He said
he plans to continue his campaign
for elected office.

Truong, who’s worked in law
enforcement for two decades and
is running against incumbent
Domingo Candelas for the District
8 San Jose City Council seat in
November, was sued last year for
allegedly defrauding an escrow
officer with the Orange Coast Title
Company, which allowed him to
ditch his mortgage and collect
nearly $540,000 from the sale of
a home.

“The employee has been placed
on administrative leave for a per‐
sonnel matter,” a spokesperson
for the department told San José
Spotlight.

Truong said the Santa Clara
County District Attorney’s Office

See COP, next page

SOLD!
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New President named for
Evergreen Valley College

F
ollowing a nationwide search, Dr. Vinicio J.
López (inset) has been named the ninth
president of Evergreen

Valley College (EVC) upon a
unanimous vote by the San
José – Evergreen Commu‐
nity College District (SJEC‐
CD) board of trustees.

A first‐generation college
student who began his high‐
er education journey as a
community college student
himself, López has almost
25 years of experience as a community college
faculty member and administrator.

After serving as an English as a Second Language
faculty member, López, a native Spanish speak‐
er, transitioned into administration where he cur‐
rently serves as vice president of instruction at
Skyline College in San Bruno, California.

“Throughout the search process, Dr. López
demonstrated a deep commitment to our Dis‐
trict’s core values of opportunity, equity, and social
justice,” said Dr. Beatriz Chaidez, SJECCD chan‐
cellor. “We are very fortunate to have someone
with his breadth and depth of experience and
skills to serve as the next president of Evergreen
Valley College.”

In addition to his current role at Skyline Col‐
lege, López has experience overseeing student
affairs, non‐credit and workforce education, dual
enrollment, and international education programs,
among others. His prior administrative experience
includes serving as senior international education
officer and dean of the Mission Campus for San
Francisco City College. He has also served as dean
of the Le‐Jao Campus for Coastline College in Foun‐
tain Valley, California.

“I am humbled and excited to be joining Ever‐
green Valley College as the next president,” Dr.
López said. “EVC is one of the premier commu‐

nity colleges in California and I look forward to
working with my new colleagues among the fac‐
ulty, classified staff, and administration to con‐
tinue that commitment to excellence.”

At Skyline College, Dr. López is recognized for
his collaboration with all stakeholders and con‐
stituency groups in order to create and implement
initiatives that promote a student‐first campus.

“Dr. López illustrated a deep commitment to serv‐
ing and partnering with our most vulnerable stu‐
dents,” said Tony Alexander, SJECCD board of
trustees president. “He understands how to fos‐
ter an inclusive and welcoming learning envi‐
ronment that is informed by the lived experiences
and voices of students and he is passionate about
mentorship and the development of a future gen‐
eration of leaders. The board of trustees is confi‐
dent that Dr. López will be a great president for
EVC.”

Among his other duties at Skyline, López is co‐
chair of the Enrollment Strategies Committee—
a successful collegewide collaboration between
students, classified professionals, faculty, and
administrators—where he led development of a
five‐year enrollment management plan to increase
student enrollment, retention, and completion.

“I would like to thank the board of trustees,
Chancellor Chaidez, and the search committee for
placing their confidence in me,” López said. “I look
forward to working with all campus constituent
groups to serve our students and help them reach
their academic and career goals and to create a
culture where students feel their dreams are our
dreams.”

López holds a Doctor of Education degree in
educational leadership, administration and poli‐
cy from Pepperdine University; a Master of Arts
degree in Education from the University of Phoenix;
a bachelor’s degree in history from University of
California, San Diego; and an associate degree in
social and behavioral sciences from Miramar Col‐
lege.

López is scheduled to begin in his new role as
EVC president on September 16.

Cop
From previous page
filed a complaint against him.

“This single‐count complaint filed by the
district attorney’s office represents noth‐
ing more than an allegation. It is based on
a misunderstanding of all the facts in this
case,” Truong told San José Spotlight. “This
matter has been settled through a civil pro‐
ceeding, which is the appropriate venue.
There is no evidence that I intended to mis‐
lead anyone. What we have here is a rush
to judgment and an effort to criminalize
innocent conduct without a full under‐
standing of the facts. 

The district attorney’s office filed this
charge against me on the eve of the elec‐
tion, depriving me of sufficient time to clear
my name through the judicial process before
voting begins.”

Truong said he has an “impeccable record
of public service.”

“As someone who immigrated to this coun‐
ty from Vietnam at a young age, I believe in
the rule of law and in our justice system. I am
grateful for the overwhelming support from
colleagues and members of the community
who know me for my integrity and the strength
of my character,” he said.

He said he trusts the justice system to
clear his name.

“I have not committed a crime, and I plan
to continue with my campaign,” he told San
José Spotlight.

Sean Webby, spokesperson for the Santa
Clara County District Attorney’s Office,
declined to comment on a potential crimi‐
nal complaint. Officials with the Santa Clara
County Superior Court didn’t respond to
requests for comment.

The insurance company’s lawsuit claimed
Truong “used his position of trust and
authority as a SJPD Police Officer to fraud‐
ulently convince” an escrow officer that a
lien on his property could be removed from
a preliminary title document, according to
court documents from last year.

The complaint filed against Truong in
Santa Clara County Superior Court in Sep‐
tember 2022 said he showed the escrow
officer documents from his 2015 Chapter
7 bankruptcy to help convince her the lien
was eliminated from his home on Plum‐
stead Way in San Jose. After defrauding
the escrow officer in January 2021, the
complaint alleges Truong conspired with
two others to sell the Plumstead home in
July 2021.

Troung’s actions resulted in the sale
going through as if he owned the title of
the home outright, without any liens, the
complaint said. Rather than pay back his
mortgage with the money from the sale,
he is alleged to have pocketed the cash
and later reinvested it in another home.

San José Spotlight last year also report‐
ed that Truong at one point owed more
than $30,000 to a former employee of his

See COP, next page



By William Bellou
Publisher 

W
inchester Mystery House in San
Jose has announced that its record‐
breaking, immersive Halloween

experience will return this fall with an
entirely new chapter, “Unhinged: Hotel.”

Running through Sunday, November 2,
the  Bay Area’s premier Halloween haunt
will return on select nights with a brand‐
new original storyline, complete with new
characters and terrifying scares. 

Step into the darkened halls of the Win‐
chester Mystery House and navigate a
hauntingly immersive maze like no other.
Let’s just say… some doors should stay
closed.

“Celebrating another incredible install‐
ment of Winchester Mystery House's
Unhinged, this highly anticipated attraction
continues to captivate guests from around
the San Francisco Bay Area every year with
its thrills and hauntingly immersive expe‐

riences. We are thrilled to work with dozens
of local artists who will bring their unique
talents and eerie creativity to life, trans‐
forming the historic mansion into a mes‐
merizing and spine‐chilling spectacle,” Said
Winchester Mystery House Executive Direc‐
tor Walter Magnuson.  

Guests will enter the home which includes
the standard twists and turns of the Win‐
chester Mystery House but mixed with ter‐
ror and scares around every corner of the
house. Following the walkthrough, guests
can experience the return of The Mists, an
outdoor scare zone with be haunting all
nights of Unhinged: Hotel. scare zone that
will be haunting all nights of Unhinged: Hotel.

Admission tickets (starting at $69.99)
for Unhinged: Hotel are available now
online at winchestermysteryhouse.com/
unhinged.

For the full performance schedule and
ongoing updates, visit www.winches‐
termysteryhouse.com/unhinged

New chapter Unhinged: Hotel Halloween experience starts September 13 at the Winchester Mys-
tery House in San Jose.    

Winchester Mystery House to present
‘Unhinged: Hotel’ through Nov. 2
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Continued from previous page
private security company, Training and
Protective Services, which he started in
2012 to offer private patrols for neigh‐
borhoods just as the city’s police force
was hemorrhaging officers due to Meas‐
ure B, a 2012 ballot measure that slashed
retirement benefits for police officers.
Truong supported the controversial meas‐
ure in his 2012 council run.

In a wage theft case filed with the state
labor commissioner in 2014, one of
Truong’s employees, Kevin Halverson,
claimed he worked nearly 1,700 hours in
the first half of 2013, but was paid for
only a little more than 500 hours.

Following a hearing and testimony from
Halverson and some of his coworkers in
early 2015, the labor commissioner
ordered Truong to pay Halverson $34,071
in wages, damages, interest and penal‐
ties. Truong’s company dissolved a short
time later.

In early 2015, the San Jose Police Depart‐
ment suspended Truong’s department‐
issued outside work permit, which the

department uses to monitor officers’ busi‐
ness interests separate from police work,
while police leaders considered whether
it was a conflict for him to profit from the
department’s short staffing problems.

Truong is once again running for the
same seat he sought through an appoint‐
ment process in 2023. 

Candelas, who was ahead of Troung in
the March primaries, said he’s reserving
judgement on his November challenger.

“I’m going to let the process run its
course. My focus as councilmember for
District 8 remains the same: keeping our
community safe, cleaning our streets and
parks and creating stronger neighbor‐
hoods,” he told San José Spotlight.

Mahan said that while he awaits the out‐
come of Truong’s case, he’s withdrawing
his support for him in the District 8 race.

“This is a serious charge that requires
a fair, thorough and timely investigation,”
Mahan told San José Spotlight. “While I
understand Tam Truong has stated he is
innocent of this single charge, that must
now be determined through our judicial
system. Given these facts I am withdraw‐
ing my endorsement until such time as this
case is resolved.”
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San José announces 
area for first safe sleeping
site in city history
Located along the Coyote Creek, the
site will bring relief to neighbors,
restore Watson Park, and help City
meet environmental mandate

By William Bellou
Publisher

T
he City of San José just took a significant step
toward establishing a safer, managed alter‐
native to unsheltered homelessness at 1157

E Taylor St. 
This location was selected from eight potential

sites that the San José City Council unanimously
approved for further analysis in June of this year.

If the location continues to prove suitable, it
will be the first safe sleeping site to open in
San Jose, likely in early 2025. 

“Last year, we did a clean‐up at Watson
Park, and the conditions were shocking — a
greenspace that should be open and avail‐
able for all was covered in human excre‐
ment, filled with debris and overrun by
shopping carts. We can’t allow our public
spaces to fall into squalor any more than
we can allow our homeless neighbors to
live in it,” said San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan.
“This area will be the first to see the ben‐
efits of this new solution to homelessness —
one that will preserve our park and protect it
from re‐encampment. We’ll be working with
the neighborhood every step of the way to
ensure this solution benefits everyone.” 

In this year’s budget, the City Council voted
unanimously to allocate dollars toward the cre‐

ation of several Safe Sleeping Sites with the
capacity to serve a total of 500 homeless peo‐
ple currently living on the streets of San Jose
or along one of the City’s many waterways. 

“I’ve lived in San Jose for several decades, wit‐
nessing the increasing plight of people living
in the streets, the creeks, or anywhere they

could find,” said Jeff Levine, a local resi‐
dent and spokesperson for the Roosevelt
Neighborhood Association. “I applaud and
support 100% the City creating safe sleep‐
ing sites. Our neighborhood understands
that solving homelessness requires all neigh‐
borhoods throughout the City to be supportive
of plans to get people out of the creeks, high‐
way overpasses, streets, parks and into super‐
vised housing.”

The magnitude of the homelessness crisis
has affected the health of City waterways, and
this initiative is a part of broader budget

investments designed to maintain the City’s
stormwater permit and comply with the Clean
Water Act by reducing pollution in the rivers and
creeks that flow through San José — 88% of which
is attributed to unmanaged, unsheltered living
conditions along these waterways.
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San José Spotlight
receives prestigious
honor from Santa
Clara County

By Annalise Freimarck
San José Spotlight

T
he Santa Clara County Board of Super‐
visors has commended San José Spot‐
light for its commitment to providing

accurate and critical information on issues
affecting county residents.

The commendation, presented on Monday
by Supervisor Otto Lee, recognizes this news
organization’s dedication to empowering res‐
idents, boosting transparency and igniting civic
engagement. The honor covers San José Spot‐
light’s work over the past five years since its
2019 founding, including comprehensive home‐
lessness coverage, in‐depth reporting on the
fight to keep Regional Medical Center open,
coverage of a potential San Jose city worker
strike over higher wages and its coverage of
the 2021 VTA mass shooting.

Lee said San José Spotlight has strengthened
democracy in the county since it began cover‐
ing the community. Santa Clara County com‐
mends organizations and individuals who do
something noteworthy that benefits residents.

“Through its vigilant and steadfast commit‐
ment to San Jose and the surrounding areas,
San José Spotlight has uplifted marginalized voic‐
es, holds power to account and paves the way
for change,” he said at the Monday meeting.

The commendation adds to this news orga‐
nization’s other recognitions, including the

prestigious James Madison Award for its suc‐
cessful lawsuit against San Jose and former
Mayor Sam Liccardo, who is now running for
Congress, for violating state transparency laws
and improperly withholding public records.
San José 

Spotlight also won four first‐place awards this
year in the annual California Journalism Awards
for covering stories such as a San Jose police
union office manager hit with drug smuggling
charges and the effects of the Silicon Valley
Bank collapse on everyday business owners
and nonprofits.

Moryt Milo, San José Spotlight editor, said the
organization remains dedicated to its mission
of providing fearless journalism that disrupts
the status quo by sharing vital community sto‐
ries.

“We will be out there every day covering the
stories that matter, telling the stories that go
untold and reinvigorating our community and
their engagement because we strongly believe
that reporting the news, especially local news,
is a fundamental cornerstone of democracy,”
she said at the meeting.

San José Spotlight is the region’s first non‐
profit newsroom covering San Jose, Sunnyvale,
Santa Clara, the West Valley and the county.

The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors com-
mended San José Spotlight. Photo by Jen Morrow.
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Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
Village Square Branch
Library (4001 Ever-
green Village Square
San Jose, CA 95135). 
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Worship Service and
Dinner” (Community
Room) 10/29/23 at
3:00pm. “Bible Study”
(Group Study Room)
every Saturday at
12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our community
and the world with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
OUR MINISTRY:  Train-
ing ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in need
of His love.
OUR PASSION:  Trans-
forming lives within our
community with God’s
love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful

followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellowship
and outreach, we strive
to nurture and grow a
strong faith community
of believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important part of God's
family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We
offer spiritual opportu-
nities for all ages,
including children's
liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School
and North Star -Young
Adult Ministries, along
with small faith com-
munities and opportu-
nities to help the poor

and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Pre-
school is the only
Catholic Preschool
offering quality family
oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall,
Parish Office, Mission
Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Gar-
den and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. Please come
join us to worship at
one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday
5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday
of the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium) Sunday

8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission
Center open M-F 9:00
AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our
gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds
Electrical Contractor

Commercial – Residential 
* Custom homes  * Remodels  *  Lighting
*  Main Panel upgrades  *  Car chargers

Over 25 years in business 

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair
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