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Rue Ferrari interim housing
144 more homeless people 

to be moved off the streets
See page 6

Silicon Valley
school board 
candidates divided
on LGBTQ issues
SEE PAGE 12

Silicon Valley
food stamp 
levels highest
since 2014
SEE PAGE 8

By William Bellou
Publisher

F
or Second Story Duo, the cre‐
ation of “Reflections,” released
late last month, was a labor of

love two years in the making, born
out of the commitment to collabora‐
tion and artistic growth. 

For Almaden Valley resident Lynn
Case, one half of the duo alongside
her partner Doug Bloomquist, the
journey began with a simple New
Year’s goal: to step outside her com‐
fort zone and explore the possibil‐
ities of working with other musi‐
cians. 

‘Life, love and memory’
Lynn and Doug have created a rich

tapestry of creative partnerships, cul‐
minating in an album that captures
not only their growth as a band but
also their personal reflections on life,
love, and memory. 

"This album started with the idea
of collaboration," Lynn said. "Doug
and I joined a Tuesday night class
where we share our new songs and
get feedback from the instructor;  a
number one song hit songwriter,
Steve Seskin, and fellow songwriters
and musicians. It really pushed us to
elevate our work." 

One of the first collaborations was

with their friend, Multi‐instrumen‐
talist and guitarist Robert Witmey‐
er, who brought a Heart‐inspired flair
to “New York/California Girl.“  Lynn
explained that she had this vision of

a lead guitar part in that style, and
“Robert just rocked it…it was a chal‐
lenge to live up to his playing, but it
pushed us in the best way.”

See NEW ALBUM, page 3

Another production with visionary Director Steve Dini

Les Misérables to be staged in
new, creative way by Pioneer
High School Drama Department 

Almaden’s Second Story Duo’s 
collaboration and artistic growth 
shapes band's 2nd album, ‘Reflections’

Performances nightly Wed.
‑ Sat., October 23 ‑ 26

By Jane Johnson
Special to the Times

“A
community of caring adults
dedicated to providing
opportunities to those who

otherwise could not participate,“
local alumna parent, Diane Reed,
described The Glue Factory. And
she’s right. The funding raised by
community volunteers goes straight
to the support of a local high school
program which charges no money
for participation.  

‘Truly a bright star in south San
Jose”

“I came and saw The Glue Facto‐
ry shows and I realized there are
kids who are underserved in our
area.  And they cannot participate in
things. For example, I had kids in my
other carpools who’d try out for
cheer or a sport, and they couldn't
participate because of the cost.  So,
I do know the outreach this (Pioneer
High School Drama) program does.
It is truly a bright star in south San
Jose.”  

It is through the generosity of time
and hard work from its volunteer
performers, and the equally pro‐
found generosity of audience mem‐
bers providing donations and pur‐
chasing tickets, coming to see the
shows and supporting the cast, which
allows this gem of a community the‐

ater to thrive and fulfill its mission.
As Diane shared, “It’s something I’m
passionate about. I tell people it’s
volunteers, and very, very talented
people from all walks of life, all ranges
of talent, but together it’s just magic.
It’s for the kids, and for the com‐
munity.”

Seasoned  directors, perform‑
ers and volunteers make this Glue
Factory production inspiring

That this community continues to
strengthen, deepen and expand owes
its roots in large part to Steve Dini.
Moving to Texas more than three
years ago, Steve continues to return
each year.  “It’s the people!  The ener‐
gy and dedication of The Glue Fac‐
tory is inspiring.  I love these folks
and theater ‐ can’t resist either,”
shared Steve.

Providing high caliber perform‐
ances is a staple of both Pioneer High
School’s Drama Department and The
Glue Factory, and this year is no
exception.  

“Les Miserables” will be staged in
a new and creative way. Owing its
vision to Director Steve Dini, “it’s a
reimagining of ‘The World’s Great‐
est Musical’,” shared Steve.  “I’d like
the audience to see it with new eyes.
I hope they will experience the
absolute energy and appreciate see‐
ing an ‘old’ classic in a brand new
light.”  

This new production melds existing
See LES MIZ, page 5

By William Bellou
Publisher

S
an Jose’s planning commission has approved Kaiser
Permanente to redevelop its medical campus and
build a state‐of‐the‐art hospital which will begin

construction in 2025.
Kaiser’s plans include a 110‐foot‐tall, 685,000‐square‐

foot hospital, energy center, and five‐story parking lot
at 250 Hospital Parkway. The new facility, which would
be one of the first all‐electric hospitals in the state, is
435,000 square feet larger than the current building
and increases bed capacity from 247 to 303. 

Kaiser is making the decision to redevelop the cam‐
pus rather than spend money on the existing hospital
to meet 2030 seismic standards. 

“I think it’s an exciting project,” said District 8 Com‐
missioner Dilpreet Bhandal. “Kaiser is reinvesting dol‐
lars into the current facility and there’s a net increase
in beds and everybody gets their own room in the new
structure.”

Senior land use manager Tina Wehrmeister said that
Kaiser will keep the current hospital up and running
until construction is completed and will eventually
demolish the building.

Second Story Duo’s new album, “Reflections,” is stated to be a labor of love for
Almaden residents Lynn Case and her partner Doug Bloomquist. The group’s new
album is receiving great reviews.   

San Jose planning commission gives
green light to new Kaiser hospital
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New album
Continued from page 1

Finding the right path
Throughout “Reflections,” col‐

laborations drive the music
forward, shaping both the
sound and the emotional
depth of the project. Pianist
Greg Sankovich was anoth‐
er key influence. "Greg’s a
genius on the piano," Lynn
explains. "He’s got this way of
making me feel free enough to
mess up on the way to finding the
right path." Their work with Greg on the
title track, “Reflections,” set the tone for the
album’s exploratory spirit. “He patiently led
us through the process, and by the end, I fell
in love with the song all over again.”

‘We let each track evolve in its own way’
The album stands apart from their previ‐

ous work, particularly their debut album,
“What I Wish For Us.”   "With ‘Reflections,’
we let the lyrics dictate the direction of each
song,"   Doug said. "We weren’t bound by genre
or style—we let each track evolve in its own
way." The result is an eclectic collection of
songs, from the country‐tinged “Whiskey” to
the French‐inspired “The Lake Song,” a love
letter to Lynn’s sister‐in‐law, complete with
a lilting accordion performance by
Doug himself, honoring his
father’s musical legacy.

While the duo has always
drawn from personal expe‐
riences in their songwrit‐
ing, “Reflections” is per‐
haps their most intimate
and varied project yet.
"Every song touches a part
of my life or someone I care
about," Lynn reflects. “Whether
it’s the story of a friend’s journey
with Alzheimer’s in ‘The Long Goodbye’
or the carefree summers that inspired ‘The
Lake Song,’ each track is a love letter to a
moment or a person who means something
to me.”

Solid backing vocals
The collaborative spirit of “Reflections”

extends to the backing vocals, with Rocio Gui‐

tard, Mary Zarucchi, Sharon Perl, and Maggie
Wing—known as the “Shady Ladies”—lend‐

ing their voices to create a fun, empow‐
ering anthem with "Out With My

Girls." Rocio co‐wrote the song
with Lynn and Doug, did the

harmonies, and helped with
the vocal recording. “He
made the entire experience
a blast. It was a whole new
world of music,” Doug said.

As Lynn and Doug look
back on the two‐year jour‐

ney of “Reflections,” they rec‐
ognize not only the challenges

they faced but also the immense
growth that came with it. "Every song on this
album taught me something new," Lynn says.
"Whether it was learning to trust myself more
or figuring out how to sing in a way I never
had before, each track required its own les‐
sons.”

At its heart, “Reflections” is a celebration of
the moments that shape our lives—both the
small, everyday ones and the profound ones
we carry with us forever. "I hope listeners can
find their own journeys in these songs," Lynn
shares. "For me, each song is a reflection of a
piece of my life, and I hope people can use
them to reflect on their own experiences, too.”

Hoping for songs to take on a life of their
own

For Lynn and Doug, the dream
isn’t to necessarily collaborate

with the industry’s biggest
stars—it’s for those artists
to hear their songs and want
to make them their own. “I
would love for someone
better than us to hear one
of our songs and feel

inspired to do their own ver‐
sion,” she admits. “That’s the

ultimate goal—to create some‐
thing that resonates so much, it takes

on a life of its own.”
With an album as varied and personal as

“Reflections,” Second Story Duo invites lis‐
teners to step into their world, one song at a
time, and perhaps catch a glimpse of their
own reflections in the music.

For more information: http://secondstory‐
duo.rocks.

“Shady Ladies”—lend their voices to create a fun, empowering anthem with “Out With My Girls.” Rocio Gui-
tard co-wrote the song with Lynn and Doug, created the harmonies, and helped with the vocal recording.  

"With Reflections, 

we let the lyrics dictate 

the direction of each 

song," says Doug. "We 

weren’t bound by genre 

or style—we let each track 

evolve in its own way." 

– Doug Bloomquist

“The dream 

isn’t to necessarily 

collaborate with the 

industry’s biggest stars—

it’s for those artists to 

hear their songs and 

want to make them 

their own.”  

-- Lynn Case
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By Kevin Larsen
Parent and community helper

I
n my opinion,  often, those who vote think they
don’t have to pay for parcel taxes nor bonds.
But they do not fully understand this in my

opinion.  Here is possibly why.
There are three ways of asking tax money

from homeowners
The first is the Parcel Tax (LOCAL BALLOT

MEASURE OF A LOCAL PARCEL TAX PAID FOR
BY LOCAL AREA LAND OWNERS) which is paid
for by the homeowners and others  in that area
with a passage with a 2/3rds vote of approval.

The second method is the School Bond
(LOCAL BALLOT MEASURE OF A LOCAL BOND
PAID FOR BY LOCAL AREA LAND OWNERS). It
is set up by the school district which is also paid
for by the homeowners and land ownership with
a lower threshold of a 55% vote.

The third method is the State of California
pays or individual cities pay called the LEG‑
ISLATIVE STATUTE (STATE WIDE BOND MEAS‑
URE WHICH IS PAID FOR BY ALL CALIFORNIA
RESIDENTS).

In my opinion, the third method builds confu‐
sion to homeowners for when the State of Cali‐
fornia pays for a bond with GENERAL TAX REV‐
ENUE and puts on the ballot, it could let voters

think that bonds are paid by all and not just local
areas.  For example, on the ballot this November
5, 2024 the State bond PROPOSITION  2 is a pro‐
posal for $10 billion in state general obligation
bonds for repair, upgrade and construction of
facilities on K‐12 public schools including char‐
ter schools and community colleges.  Other things
are also proposed in this bond.  The amount bor‐
rowed will be (if passed with 55% vote) $10 bil‐
lion (approx.. $500 million per year for over 35
years). Again, the source of the money comes
from General tax revenue from the State of Cal‐
ifornia.

The voting literature says that the State usual‐
ly pays 50% of the cost of new construction proj‐
ects.  “School districts are expected to pay remain‐
ing project costs using local funds.  The state often
shares the cost of new construction and renova‐
tion projects with community college districts.
Though the share of costs varies among projects,
the state commonly pays about half of the cost,
with the community college districts paying the
rest using local funds.”

So, in my opinion, the voters may get confused
seeing bonds on the ballot paid for by the State of
California and other bonds set up by local school
districts (and parcel tax item) where only the local
homeowners and land owners pay taxes for their

local area on their local projects and schools.
Let’s take a closer look at what PARCEL TAXES

AND LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BONDS are.
Information from on‑line site BallotPedia on

parcel tax
A parcel tax is a form of property tax assessed at

a rate based on the characteristics of a parcel—or
unit of property—rather than a rate based on the
assessed value of the property, which is the stan‑
dard method of levying property taxes. A parcel tax
rate can differ based on the type of property. For
instance, improved and unimproved properties may
have different rates, and residential and commer‑
cial properties may also have different rates.

Methods used to divide parcels include:
• by single‑family home
• by acre
• by apartment unit
• by square foot
A parcel tax is considered a qualified special tax

in California and may be imposed by a local unit of
government, such as a city, county, school district,
or special district. Special taxes are permitted by
the California Constitution, and they require a two‑
thirds (66.67%) vote for approval.

Parcel tax revenues can be used for any type of
spending, including construction costs, employee
salaries, school funding, and other projects or spend‑
ing needs.

Elections to vote on parcel tax measures must take
place on established election dates. In even‑num‑
bered years, these elections dates are in March,
April, and November. In odd‑numbered years, the
elections are in March, June, and November. How‑
ever, when an election is held by mail only, the elec‑
tion dates can also be set in May or August (odd‑
numbered or even‑numbered years) and June (even‑
numbered years).

Notice of a parcel tax election must be given at 
See SCHOOL TAXES, page 12

OpEd

Should individual school districts charge one
billion dollars in taxes on homes and other
things in local neighborhoods to pay for
teacher housing and other things?



ALMADEN TIMES n OCT. 11  –  OCT. 24, 2024 n PAGE 5SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Local News

ASHLEY CARROLL
CalRE #01947565

(408) 313-1412
Ashley.Carroll@cbnorcal.com
www.AshleyCarrollHomes.com

REALTORS: YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE! Call now to
place your ad by phone: (408) 494-7000

REAL ESTATE GUIDE

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

Les Miz
Continued from page 1
formats into one which, as recent alum Sofia
Chichizola described, “It’s almost like a concert,
but there’s also a storyline with some acting
with it.  It reminds me a lot of ‘Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.’  It feels he’s
(Dini) stripping it down because the music is
so powerful versus a normal show which may
need all the glitz and glamor to spruce it up.
This does not.”  Although there is a limit to the
glitz, the impactful sets and props are expert‐
ly crafted and supplied by Lorie Biviano.  The
vocal sounds are blended and enhanced under
the tutelage of Marissa Bacon.  And the cos‐
tuming allowing your imagination to “fill in the
gaps” owing its styling to Kyla Blili.  

Lots of special talent in direction and more
A show of this caliber relies on PHS Drama

teacher Ashley Coleman to deftly Assistant
Direct, bringing to life the vision from Steve while
he was in Texas and create choreography to
enhance the parts. “This has been a wonder‐
ful experience,” said Ashley. “This is the first
time The Glue Factory has taken on an opera‐
tion of this magnitude. We have always allowed
our cast to inspire our production choices, and
it's been a true privilege to work with per‐
formers who have the heart and the talent to
pull it off. I am humbled that each chooses to
use their gifts and talents here.” 

When Victor Hugo penned his novel “Les Mis‐
erables,” he corresponded with his publisher
including descriptions such as “Humankind's
wounds, those huge sores that litter the world,
do not stop at the blue and red lines drawn on
maps.”  How true those words ring over 150
years later.  Many stop there with the “wounds”
for their understanding of “Les Mis” as it’s com‐
monly known.  They see the tragedy, the sad‐
ness, the anger.  But in his 1860s day, French‐

man Hugo was not only reflecting on the lives
surrounding and leading up to the June Rebel‐
lion of 1832, he was also exploring multiple
themes woven throughout with a perhaps dif‐
ferent outcome than some assume when they
first experience the beginning of a “Les Mis”
production. 

Enter the collaboration which created the
1980 French musical:  Claude‐Michel Schön‐
berg who created the music, with French lyrics
by Alain Boublil and Jean‐Marc Natel, from on
an adapted novel based on Hugo’s original
work.  It was quickly translated for English
audiences, premiering in London in 1985, con‐
tinuing to this day.  Ultimately, the story of “Les
Mis” ends with redemption and hope. In the
musical: “the chain will be broken and all men
will have their reward.”  For all those in mod‐
ern day who bristle at the word “men” only,
instead please entertain the thought it is refer‐
ring to all people (but obviously the lyric “peo‐
ple” didn’t fit into the music ‐ you’ll know once
you hear it if you didn’t just hear the melody
play through your head.)

For those who might not understand why
“Les Mis” holds a title such as “The World’s
Greatest Musical”, or why friends and family
flock to performances of the musical in its var‐
ious formats over and over, it might be this
thematically:  that this thing we call life with
all of its twists and turns, social injustices and
pain, in the end is about relationships and a
higher Love.  Older alum, Jacob Johnson, pro‐
vides one rationale for this lofty musical tagline
of “World’s Greatest Musical”: “So many peo‐
ple come from positions of struggle, poverty
and a longing for the life they feel they have
missed out on, that they identify with ‘Les Mis’.
And yet, it creates an idea for a hope of a peace‐
ful or happy ending, regardless of how the life
they envisioned manifested in their own life.
Life, if it doesn’t’ portray as you imagined it,
still can be meaningful and enjoyable.”  “It’s a

classic story of redemption, forgiveness and
salvation.  Universal themes.  The redemption
aspect especially moves me personally.  I tear
up every night!” said Steve.  And that’s just dur‐
ing rehearsals.

‘Everyone is a part of everything in this
musical’

The music itself is so powerful and moving,
the lyrics driving the storytelling across the
entire performance, no matter its form.  “The
music is the main thing in this production and
we’re going to nail that ‐ Vocal Director Maris‐
sa Bacon is seeing to that.  There will be enough
staging that people unfamiliar with ‘Les Mis’
will be able to pick up the storyline,” commu‐
nity member, John Berney said.  Some will
remember John most recently as the peddler
Ali Hakim from last year’s “Oklahoma,” his
favorite role thus far. “Everyone is a part of
everything in this musical.  He (Steve) really
wants us all to be part of the melody, instead

of separate musical parts,” observed Jacob.
Diane said this production is about "letting the
music and really the talent stand out.  Hearing
the music which is so beautifully written ‐ I still
get the chills and I can get a tear in my eye.  It’s
one of the few sad or depressing‐related things
I’d see over and over.  It gives you all the feels,
it really does.  There’s love and there’s want‐
ing and there’s everything ‐ it’s not just tragic.
Keep watching 'Les Mis’ until you understand
it. It’s a fulfillment to me.”

‘The music is the star of this performance’
Which leads us to today:  The music is the

star of this performance.  With a cast of very
talented community members, The Glue Fac‐
tory has embarked on bringing to life Steve
Dini’s vision for this production of “Les Mis”.
“Dini’s visions are filled with much more depth
in character,” said Jacob.  “He has this way of
creating a masterpiece from child’s art.”

Of the many benefits of being part of the Glue
Factory, being part of a multi‐generational cast
is one of the best.  Younger cast members both
still in high school as well as just graduated,
and those attending or just graduated from col‐
lege, all the way through to retirees enjoying
the ability to give back fully via their talents,
participate together working so very hard to
bring a quality production to the community. 

Friendships, inside jokes, fun memories
and meaningful purpose bind cast mem‑
bers

"It seems almost more (recent) alumni than
parents this year ‐ and usually it was the oppo‐
site.  But I think it’s really cool younger people
are getting involved.  It allows the director
more choice in who gets to be a lead,” observed
Sofia.  As Ashley described, “The Glue Factory
cast is comprised of a cornucopia of players; a
beautiful representation of the Pioneer com‐
munity. Students, parents, teachers, alumni,
and friends of PHS are all represented. The

See LES MIZ, page 7

John Berney and Ezra McCeillis



By Matt Mahan

L
ast week, we broke ground on
an expansion of the Rue Fer‐
rari interim housing commu‐

nity, where we are adding enough
beds to immediately move another
144 people off our streets the
moment it opens. This expansion is
part of our overall plan for ending
the era of encampments in San Jose. 

Getting there isn’t going to hap‐
pen overnight. Permanently closing
encampments is difficult and takes
longer than any of us would like. But
if we continue to execute the plan
we will get there.  

And our plan is pretty straight‐
forward: fundamentally, it’s about
creating places where people living
on the streets can be, and then
requiring that they’re used. 

More specifically, our plan is to
build up our supply of safe, digni‐

fied shelter and affordable housing.
Our plan is to demand the State and
County create treatment facilities
for those struggling with substance
abuse and severe mental health
issues. Our plan is to focus on serv‐
ices that turn lives around —
because individuals living on our
streets have different needs and face
different barriers to achieving self‐
sufficiency. 

Some need to be stabilized in a
drug‐free facility. Some need job
training and counseling to get back
on their feet. Some need a bus tick‐
et home to their parents. 

And I’m going to be very honest
— most need to be in a temporary
place to get stabilized before they
can move into a permanent or afford‐
able housing unit on their own. Some
may not initially accept the offer to
move indoors, but as we have more

places for people to go,
we will ban camping
across the city and use
the various outreach,
public health, and law
enforcement tools at
our disposal to require
everyone to come
inside. 

This is why we’ve
created nearly 500
interim housing units
in recent years and
have 700 more on the
way. 

The expansion proj‐
ect at Rue Ferrari will
double our current
capacity at this site, allowing us to
serve an additional 144 people at
any given time. It also comes with a
better and more holistic approach
to tackling encampments, including
a “local preference” policy, which
means that people who are home‐
less in the surrounding area will be
the first people offered shelter at
this site. 

Then, we will establish a no‐
encampment zone around the site

to preserve our
progress and make
sure that the neigh‐
borhood surrounding
Rue Ferrari experi‐
ences the benefits of
bringing people in‐
doors. It’s always been
my philosophy that
neighborhoods that take
on solutions to home‐
lessness must experi‐
ence tangible benefits
as a result. 

Fortunately, the data
actually show that calls
for service for crime
and blight go down

year‐over‐year after a site is estab‐
lished because life in a well‐man‐
aged shelter is more stable and sup‐
portive than life on the streets. But
we know we can still do better. We
can provide more benefits like the
ones outlined above to make sure
everyone’s life is made better by our
urgent action to address homeless‐
ness. We can save the lives of peo‐
ple living on our streets and by doing
so, we can make everyone’s neigh‐

borhoods safer, cleaner and quieter. 
This new expansion site will be

open within a year. There is no quick
fix or silver bullet to end homeless‐
ness. But that’s okay because we
don’t need a bandaid solution that
hides the problem. We need lasting
change.

Symphony San 
Jose and Chorale
San Jose perform
classical music’s
scariest hits at
California 
Theater Oct. 26‑27

Just in time for Halloween,
Symphony San Jose and Sym‐
phony San Jose Chorale con‐

jure up some of classical music’s
scariest hits in performances
scheduled Saturday,  October 26,
2024 (7:30 p.m.) and Sunday, Octo‐
ber 27, 2024 (2:30 p.m.) 

This thrilling and bone‐chilling
concert experience is perfect for
the entire family. So, whether you
bring your flesh‐in‐blood, your
broom‐mate, your boo, or just
come on your own, Symphonic
Spooktacular is guaranteed to raise
your spirits.

Program:
• J.S. Bach: Toccata & Fugue in

D minor
• Camille Saint‐Saëns: Danse

Macabre
• Modest Mussorgsky: Night on

Bald Mountain
• John Williams: Harry Potter

and the Prisoner of Azkaban
• Franz Schubert: Die Erlkönig
• Bernard Herrmann: Psycho
• Edvard Grieg: In the Hall of the

Mountain King
For tickets, visit www.tickets.

symphonysanjose.org/Online
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144 more people to be
moved off the streets

PENDING

From the
Mayor
Matt Mahan

Mayor, San Jose
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Les Miz
Continued from page 5
uniqueness of this group creates a beautiful
opportunity for mentorship across genera‐
tions, and also allows us to give a true repre‐
sentation of the citizens of France ‐ both young
and old ‐ for this production.” 

‘I love theater, I love performing and I
love telling stories’

Current PHS Junior, Ezra McCelleis, has a
unique perspective on this collaboration.  From
the time he was a Freshman, Ezra has par‐
ticipated in The Glue Factory productions. “I
feel good vibes ‐ it’s such a communal & live‐
ly place.  I’m feeling really good. I really like
working with the other adults.  They’re real‐
ly happy to be here, and I get excited vibes
from it.  Three years
in, I get it and how
important it is to
fundraise for the pro‐
gram all together.”
This year brings even
more novel experi‐
ences:  His mom, Jena
Siress‐McCelleis, has
joined him on stage.
“Having my mom in
this ‐ it’s fun, it’s real‐
ly fun.  We talk dur‐
ing rehearsals seeing
how she’s doing, she
asks me how I’m
doing ‐ it’s really
great.  It’s a unique
experience.”  Ezra
himself is pursuing his
own directorial path,
working to direct and
produce an inde‐
pendent film.  “I love
theater, I love per‐
forming. I love telling
stories exploring dif‐
ferent worlds and dif‐
ferent characters.”

Audiences should
expect a stirring per‐
formance, at the very least. “I think the qual‐
ity of what The Glue Factory is putting out
just keeps rising and rising.  Maybe because
of attrition, some of us hacks are falling by
the wayside.  And some of the new graduates
coming in ‐ it’s adding in a big talent increase.
I think it’s obvious.  When I came back to do
“Oklahoma” I thought ‘Holy cow, these kids
can really sing!’  I just sing what I hear.  I’ve
never had any training in acting or singing.
It’s all very new to me.  To listen to these kids,
the ones that are playing the leads especial‐
ly, they’ve got some real talent,” said John.  

On the opposite side of the spectrum from
John’s Bishop, Jacob plays the antagonist for
the first time in his performing career, in the
role of Javert.  “I’m trying to be a character
who creates contrast between the protago‐
nist and me.  In the past, I could just be the
protagonist, because I didn’t need to think of
other contrast because I was who I was ‐ I
was leading in the front in a sense as a pro‐
tagonist.  But as an antagonist, the role is more
to create a reason for the protagonist.  I want
the audience to feel negative about me, so
they feel positive about the protagonist.  I
hope they hate the character (Javert).  I love
the story ‐ it’s touched me ‐ particularly the
story of Jean Valjean finding mercy and for‐
giveness.  And also, the desire for justice Javert
brings.  The real emotion comes from Jean Val‐
jean’s struggle.  But I’m finding enjoyment in
the demand for justice from Javert.  I’m find‐

ing that desire for justice entering my per‐
sonal life even.”

Audience is totally captivated
Each one of these multi‐generational cast

members share a hope for this show. John
hopes “It’s a successful fundraiser first and
foremost.  And I think, hopefully, people will
walk away with an understanding of the strug‐
gles of people and that God is always in the
background guiding your ways.”  

“I think people are going to absolutely love
it.  I want to sit in the audience and see it per‐
formed.  I would hope people spread the news
on how fantastic this program is, the bene‐
fits of this program, and even want to join in,
it’s a crusade after all!” shared Diane.  

Jacob hopes “the audiences come away with
a greater love for the magic that PHS Drama
and Mr. Dini, Mrs. Coleman, and Mrs. Bacon

create.”  “I hope the audiences are drawn into
this performance and that they’re totally in
it and captivated. It’s a show very easy to get
lost in,” said Sophia. “And you want to have
the audience feel all the feelings.”  

Ezra hopes “they take away whatever it is
that they love about it most for those who are
familiar with ‘Les Mis’, and for those who
aren’t, I hope they feel moved in some way.”

“If you are familiar with ‘Les Mis’, you should
come see our show for a different interpre‐
tation.  If you are skeptical, give us a chance
to turn you around and appreciate what can
be beauty in simplicity. Just have a good time,”
Ezra said.  And as Ashley observed, “This is a
beautiful story that is written in a way that
is accessible and surprising. It elicits an emo‐
tional response from audiences in different
ways. The musical score may bring you to
tears as may the lesson of the transformative
power of compassion and redemption.”  

In the end, it’s an amazing way to both treat
yourself to a night out and to know you’re giv‐
ing back to a worthy cause, one that has lit‐
erally saved multiple kids’ lives over the years.  

Mark your calendars:  Performances night‐
ly Wed ‐ Sat, October 23, 24, 25 & 26.  Doors
open 6:30 pm. Advance ticket sales available
at https://phsdrama.ludus.com/index.php

Students $7, Seniors $10 and Adults $15.
The Steve Dini Stage at Pioneer High School

is located at 1290 Blossom Hill Road, San Jose.

Diane Reed and Alesya Petty sing “At The End Of The Day.”
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By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight

I
t’s a tale of two worlds in Santa Clara Coun‐
ty — one of affluence and one of survival,
as thousands of residents struggle to put

food on the table.
Participation in CalFresh is at its highest

level in a decade. As of July, the federally
funded food assistance program has more
than 130,000 individuals receiving food
stamps in the county, CalFresh Policy Imple‐
mentation Specialist Michelle Demetrius said.
Only 72,200 county residents received food
stamps in 2019, the lowest point in the last
10 years and almost half of what the num‐
bers are today, according to CalFresh data.

“There’s quite a food crisis brewing right
now,” Bill Lee, executive director of Martha’s
Kitchen, told San José Spotlight. 

Martha’s Kitchen provides thousands of
meals each year at its soup kitchen in Wil‐
low Glen, and dozens of its partners through‐
out the county at transitional housing sites,
low‐income older adult facilities and more.
Last year, the nonprofit served 2.8 million
meals, a number that ballooned during the
pandemic and never dropped. Prior to COVID‐
19, the organization was preparing 500,0000
meals a year.

“There’s tremendous inflationary pressure,
and prices aren’t falling,” Lee said. “That broke
people’s budgets because people are already
on the tattered edge.”

Nationally, consumer prices have increased
21% since February 2020. For every $1,000
Americans spent on goods and services pre‐
pandemic, it now costs $1,212 for the same
goods and services, according to a Bankrate
analysis.

“People who were just having enough
money to get their bills paid, all of a sudden
didn’t have that. So they turn to us and they
turn to places like CalFresh,” Lee said. 

Food insecurity grows
After losing his job in June, a homeless per‐

son who goes by the name G re‐certified him‐
self for CalFresh benefits. To qualify for Cal‐
Fresh, individuals can’t make more than 200%
of the federal poverty level, or $2,430 a month,
and $5,000 a month for a family of four. House‐
holds at the maximum income level get as
little as $23 in benefits a month.  G sleeps at
a park in Palo Alto. Without any income, he
gets the maximum benefit of $291 a month
for an individual. The most a family of four
can get is $973 a month.

G said it isn’t enough to cover his needs,

but the bigger challenge comes from not hav‐
ing a kitchen, microwave or place to store his
food. Every day, he plans where he’ll go to
eat: 7‐Eleven for a pizza if he’s craving some‐
thing warm, a food bank for fruit, a local
church for a fresh meal or a grocery store for
pre‐cooked foods. 

“What makes (CalFresh) insufficient is not
having access to a kitchen or a fridge,” G told
San José Spotlight. “If we could have access
to a kitchen or fridge, it would go a long way.” 

Families may also find the amount they
receive from CalFresh to be insufficient, espe‐
cially after the program scaled back its allot‐
ments once the pandemic eased. During the
pandemic, people enrolled in CalFresh got
an additional $95 each month, with some
households receiving more. Emergency allot‐
ments ended last April, and have contributed
to the growing number of people coming to
food banks, Tracy Weatherby, vice president
of strategy and advocacy at Second Harvest
of Silicon Valley, said.  

Weatherby said the number of people being
served has increased to nearly 500,000 peo‐
ple a month — the same as it was during the
height of the pandemic. Prior to that, the food
bank served 250,000 people every month
through food distributions and grocery pro‐
grams. 

“Even as people have been able to go back
to work, the cost of living in our area and the
income inequality still makes it very hard for
people to get by,” Weatherby told San José
Spotlight. “So our services are helping peo‐
ple be able to pay their rent.”

Weatherby thinks the increase in CalFresh
participation is a result of the pandemic. She
said it brought greater access and awareness
of resources available. Second Harvest also
helps people sign up for food stamps. 

CalFresh data shows the percentage of eli‐
gible households who applied for the bene‐
fit spiked during the pandemic, from 56% in
2020 to 71% in 2021. 

“I think a lot of people didn’t realize what
an important benefit that could be, and the
pandemic brought it to the forefront,” Weath‐
erby said. “It brought people who probably
originally needed our services. And they have
stayed with us because they still need that
support.”

Demetrius, with the county’s Social Serv‐
ices Agency, said that county has expanded
its partnerships with nonprofits to help peo‐
ple apply for CalFresh. It has increased 

See FOOD STAMPS, page 10

East San Jose residents facing food insecurity waited in line for a farmer's market style distribution
at Mexican Heritage Plaza. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Silicon Valley food stamp 
levels highest since 2014
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Food stamps
Continued from page 8
outreach at resource fairs and back to school
nights, and has hired a CalFresh higher edu‐
cation liaison to help students sign up for
food stamps.

County Food Systems Manager Cayce Hill
said a major part of the county’s strategy to
tackle food insecurity is to get more eligible
households enrolled in CalFresh. 

“CalFresh is pretty widely known to be one
of the most efficient and effective anti‐hunger
programs,” Hill told San José Spotlight. “We
need to be maximizing it .”Last year, Martha’s

Kitchen started helping people sign up for
food stamps. With donations and funding
down, the nonprofit hasn’t been able to keep
up with demand. This year, the county did
not provide the organization with any fund‐
ing. 

Martha’s Kitchen has had to slash services
within the county. Earlier this month, it had
to cut meal programs to nonprofit Amigos de
Guadalupe, which houses homeless families
in hotels. 

“Unfortunately, the pandemic faded away
but the demand for food never dropped. It
always stayed elevated,” Lee said. “People are
going unnourished and it’s going to come
back and bite the county.” 

Volunteers package soup and dinner for those in need at Martha’s Kitchen in downtown San Jose.
File photo. 
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Mausoleum Crypt for sale Electrical Contractor

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MINISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
Village Square Branch
Library (4001 Ever-
green Village Square
San Jose, CA 95135). 
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Worship Service and
Dinner” (Community
Room) 10/29/23 at
3:00pm. “Bible Study”
(Group Study Room)
every Saturday at
12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our community
and the world with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
OUR MINISTRY:  Train-
ing ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in need
of His love.
OUR PASSION:  Trans-
forming lives within our
community with God’s
love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley Booth
Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful

followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellowship
and outreach, we strive
to nurture and grow a
strong faith community
of believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important part of God's
family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies; evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community. We
offer spiritual opportu-
nities for all ages,
including children's
liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O - Jr. High,
IGNITE - High School
and North Star -Young
Adult Ministries, along
with small faith com-
munities and opportu-
nities to help the poor

and marginalized of
San Jose. Our Pre-
school is the only
Catholic Preschool
offering quality family
oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall,
Parish Office, Mission
Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Gar-
den and Preschool are
all located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. Please come
join us to worship at
one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday
5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday
of the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium) Sunday

8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission
Center open M-F 9:00
AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our
gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds
Electrical Contractor

Commercial – Residential 
* Custom homes  * Remodels  *  Lighting
*  Main Panel upgrades  *  Car chargers

Over 25 years in business 

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair
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School bonds and parcel taxes
Continued from page 4
least 90 days in advance of the election date.

See also: Parcel tax elections in California
As of 2017, California was the only state that

allows parcel taxes as a method for funding
schools.

According to the Legislative Analyst's Office,
local taxes, including parcel taxes, accounted
for 25 percent of public school funding in Cal‑
ifornia in the 2016‑2017 school year. The major‑
ity of school funding came from the state gov‑
ernment, accounting for 60 percent through‑
out the state. The remaining 15 percent of
school funding came from federal, local mis‑
cellaneous, and lottery funding.

Per‑pupil spending varies by school district
based on several factors, including how state
and federal grants are allocated. The imple‑
mentation of a parcel tax can also increase
per‑pupil spending in a district. Between 2008
and 2017, the majority of all approved school
parcel taxes were concentrated around the San
Francisco Bay Area. See Parcel tax elections in
California to learn more.

Information on bonds presented by school
districts (same source)

In California, school bond elections are local
ballot measures that ask voters to decide on
whether the school district that is sponsoring
the measure should be allowed to issue bonds
and to incur the additional indebtedness that
bonds bring with them.

All public school districts in California are
allowed to refer bond issues to the local bal‑
lot.

California also has a statewide school build‑
ing program known as the School Facilities
Fund, which is supported by statewide bond
measures, such as Proposition 51 in 2016.
Statewide bond measures require a simple
majority to pass.

Local school districts can also issue school
construction bonds and levy property taxes to
pay for them, as long as the voters in the dis‑
trict approve.

Prior to 2001, districts needed two‑thirds
supermajority vote approval to pass local gen‑
eral obligation bond measures. More than 40
percent of local school bond ballot questions
failed. In November 2000, California voters
passed Proposition 39. Proposition 39 reduced
the supermajority needed to pass a bond issue
ballot question from 66.67 percent to 55 per‑
cent. Proposition 39 also imposed restrictions
on the allowable amount of the bond and includ‑
ed accountability requirements. Since the pas‑
sage of Proposition 39, districts have had the
choice of whether to seek a two‑thirds super‑
majority approval or to comply with the addi‑
tional restrictions to qualify for the 55 percent
approval requirement.

So, the thing to know is that local parcel
taxes require 2/3rds vote to pass and the
bonds presented by schools or the State of
California require 55 percent to pass

It is very important for voters to know that
local school parcel taxes and local school bonds
are paid for by the isolated local area of vot‐
ers (For parcel taxes, any exemption is avail‐
able, upon application to the District, for any
parcel used as an owner‐occupied principal
residence of persons 65 years of age or older) 

Some school districts such as San Jose Uni‐
fied School District are asking the local peo‐
ple around the schools for well over a billion
dollars on their school bond that gets new low
cost buildings for teachers to live in and more.

ONE BILLION DOLLAR LOCAL BOND 
This new proposed one billion dollar bond

is alarming to me due to the repercussions of
this hard tax on local homeowners and oth‐
ers.  I am concerned increased local taxes may
raise rents and more.  

The voters may not realize, in my opinion,
that the State of California pays for some bond
measures and this one billion dollar bond meas‐
ure by San Jose Unified is to be taxed only to
the local community which surround each
school.

First, here is the State of California 10 billion
dollar bond (if passes paid for by the State of
California.

PROPOSITION 2 ‑‑ AUTHORIZES BONDS
FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY COL‑
LEGE FACILITIES, LEGISLATIVE STATUTE
(EXAMPLE OF A STATE WIDE BOND PRO‑
POSAL WITH LEGISLATIVE STATUTE

Authorizes $10 billion in state general obli‐
gation bonds for repair, upgrade and con‐
struction of facilities at K‐12 public schools
(including charter schools) and community col‐
leges.  To read more see your general election
voting pamphlet.

Here is an example of a local school district
(starting with the one billion dollars, the San
Jose Unified School District ask local taxpayers
spend  which will take years to pay off.  Note:
the San Jose Unified School District Measure R
includes the proposal of building low price
homes or apartments for teachers to use in this
one billion dollar local school bond
($1,150,000,000 ), which if passed will be paid
for by the local residents.

MEASURE R – SAN JOSE UNIFIED SCHOOL
DISTRICT NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL SAFE‑
TY AND IMPROVEMENT BOND OF 2024

“Measure R is a bond measure that would
authorize the issuance of $1.15 billion in bonds
for facility improvements. The tax rate for Meas‐
ure R would be limited to $60 per each $100,000
of a property’s assessed (not market) value. If
approved by voters, funds from Measure R
could be used to:

• Replace and update campus safety systems
• Update classroom technology and infra‐

structure
• Repair old electrical systems
• Upgrade classrooms and labs for science,

technology, engineering, math, career techni‐
cal education, and multipurpose use

• Provide affordable housing to attract and
retain teachers and staff members”

School Bond Measure
55% Vote
If measure is adopted then the school dis‐

trict will issue $1,150,000,000 in bonds at legal
interest rates, levying $60 per $100,000 of
assessed valuation (approximately $81,000,000
annually) while bonds are outstanding, with
independent citizens' oversight, annual audits,
and all funds stay local

Concluding thoughts from writer
So, I begin to wonder if local voters know and

understand that  they will be paying taxes for
local parcel taxes and local bonds.  It is not free
to the taxpayers.  I wonder if homeowners are
fully aware about the proposed local bond of
San Jose Unified School District of over one bil‐
lion dollars which if passed will result in $60
dollars  per each $100,000 of a property’s
assessed (not market) value for local taxes in
that area (to learn more go to the school dis‐
trict website)..

To review all proposed bonds and parcel taxs
for local school districts go to:  https://vote.san‐
taclaracounty.gov/list‐local‐measures‐0.

Ballotpedia is a nonprofit and nonpartisan
online political encyclopedia that covers feder‑
al, state, and local politics, elections, and public
policy in the United States.  Their website is Bal‑
lotpedia.org

By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight

C
andidates running for a Silicon Valley
school board shared starkly different
viewpoints on LGBTQ+ issues at a forum

this week, disagreeing on whether teachers
should notify parents about children’s pre‐
ferred pronouns and gender identity.

There are two seats up for grabs in Novem‐
ber on the five‐member Franklin‐McKinley
School District board. Trustees Milan Balin‐
ton and George Sanchez are both running for
reelection and face four challengers. 

The candidates with the most votes will win
the seats.

Balinton, Sanchez and their challengers —
Josue Gonzalez, Joshua Harrington and HG
Nguyen — met with voters at a Wednesday
candidate forum sponsored by a collabora‐
tion of nonprofits, including the Billy DeFrank
LGBTQ+ Community Center committee. Can‐
didate Hong Ha Hoang was absent. 

“We want people to be mindful about who
they’re voting for,” Gabrielle Antolovich,
board president of the Billy DeFrank LGBTQ+
Community Center, told San José Spotlight.
“I want them to know who the candidates
really are. Do the candidates represent what
they want for their children and their neigh‐
borhoods?”

In recent years, Silicon Valley school board
races have been stacked with more conser‐
vative candidates who look to ban certain
books, change curriculum or oppose ethnic
studies and critical race theory, which rec‐
ognizes how racism is embedded in laws, poli‐
cies and institutions. Some also oppose gen‐
der‐neutral bathrooms and want schools to
contact parents if a student identifies as trans‐
gender or changes their name at school,
Antolovich added.

Balinton, Nguyen and Sanchez support a
new state law that prohibits schools from dis‐
closing a student’s gender identity or sexual
orientation to anyone without their consent
— including their parents. Gonzalez and Har‐
rington don’t agree and believe parents should
be notified.

“Students have been ostracized, kicked out
of their homes and harmed within their own
households regarding who they are,” Balin‐
ton said. 

“Teachers create safe spaces in our schools
and children need to trust them. It’s about
protecting our children and teaching them
how to advocate and speak up for themselves,

so when they do decide to share that infor‐
mation … they will not feel they will be turned
away by their own parents.”

Harrington countered that parents deserve
to know what’s happening with their chil‐
dren.

“We still need to think about parents’ rights,”
he said. “We are the parents. We need to know
what’s happening with our kids. It’s our right
to know and guide our kids.”

Gonzalez agreed, saying a child’s safety is
primarily a parent’s responsibility.

“People need to communicate with parents
no matter what, because that’s their children,”
he said. “We need to have transparency for
parental rights and the safety of our students.”

Nguyen said she is grateful for her children
sharing private information with her, a teacher
or professional.

“When you share with me something you
can be assured it’s kept confidential,” she said.
“Teachers, that is their private information
and if they trusted you and they shared with
you, you need to keep it confidential.”

Candidates at the forum shared what aca‐
demic initiatives they’d invest in. 

Balinton, executive director of the African
American Community Service Agency, said
he would invest more in special education
and science‐related field trips.

Gonzalez, who works in project manage‐
ment, said schools need to stop passing chil‐
dren who aren’t at grade level. He said tutor‐
ing should be available during school hours.

Harrington, a real estate business owner,
said teachers need to be more hands on with
students rather than relying on Chromebooks.
Nguyen, a political refugee, mother and wife,
advocates for English immersion programs
and additional resources for students. Sanchez,
a lifelong educator and retired principal, wants
to invest in teachers and focus their in‐ser‐
vice lessons on student achievement.

Citing safety and privacy, all candidates sup‐
port schools having accessible, single‐occu‐
pancy, gender‐neutral restrooms for students,
teachers and staff. 

“We know the issues and some of the chal‐
lenges our LGBTQ+ kids face,” Sanchez said.
“We want to make sure we have services for
them. We know about the high rate of suicide
among LGBTQ+ kids. We make sure our staff
is trained and provides resources … so they
feel safe in any schools they attend.”

The school board governs 16 schools across
San Jose and includes nearly 6,000 students.

HG Nguyen, Milan Balinton, Josue Gonzalez, George Sanchez and Joshua Harrington shared their viewpoints
at a Franklin-McKinley School District candidate forum on Oct. 2, 2024. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Silicon Valley school board candidates 
are divided on LGBTQ+ issues
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