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Veteran Travis Mills speaks at Evergreen Credit Union event

PORTLAND, ME
— On October 26, Ev-
ergreen  Credit  Union
proudly welcomed over
150 attendees to its annu-
al Member Appreciation
Night, held to celebrate
and thank its dedicated
members for their loyal-
ty and commitment to the
credit union. The highlight
of the evening was an in-
spiring keynote address
by retired U.S. Army Staff
Sergeant Travis Mills, who
shared his remarkable sto-
ry of resilience and deter-
mination.

At Hannaford Hall on
USM’s Portland campus,
the event was filled with
an atmosphere of appre-
ciation and unity, under-
scoring Evergreen Credit
Union’s commitment to

creating a positive impact
on the lives of its members
and Maine’s communities.
Attendees enjoyed a night
of camaraderie with Com-
munity Partners, which
culminated in Mills’ heart-
felt message that captivat-
ed and motivated everyone
present.

“We are honored to
serve such a loyal and en-
gaged membership,” said
Evergreen Credit Union
President/CEOQ, Jason
Lindstrom. “Our members
are at the heart of every-
thing we do, and Member
Appreciation Night is our
way of showing our grati-
tude for their trust and sup-
port. Having Travis Mills
as our guest speaker made
this year’s event even
more special.”
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Edward Budway of Evergreen Credit Union, Retired Staff
Sergeant Travis Mills, Cole Rowland and Jason Lindstrom

of Evergreen Credit Union.

Travis Mills, a qua-
druple amputee who be-
came one of only five sol-
diers from the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan to survive
such severe injuries and
later went on to establish
the Travis Mills Founda-

tion, delivered an inspiring
talk about overcoming ad-
versity, finding strength in
community, and living life
to the fullest.

Evergreen Credit
Union is Maine’s 5th larg-
est credit union, with over

CMMUC honors those who have served

LEWISTON, ME
-- Central Maine Medical
Center (CMMC) honors
our veterans in a very vis-
ible way.

In the second-floor
hallway of the Central
Maine Heart & Vascular
Institute (CMHVI) there
is a “Veterans Wall.” It
was created by Michael
Ricci, MD, who is the for-
mer chief of vascular sur-
gery at CMHVIL.

Dr. Ricci is also a
retired colonel and U.S.
Air Force flight surgeon.
He wanted to honor his
fellow servicemen and
women, so he started tak-

Evergreen Credit Union’s top Lending Partners are recog-
nized for their work in a special awards ceremony at USM

Portland’s Hannaford Hall.

$564 million in assets and
6 locations serving all of
southern Maine. They cur-
rently serve over 31,000
members in Maine’s six
southern Maine counties.
To become a member, vis-
it one of their branches or

('o/c-e‘ntral Maine
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visit
org.

Evergreen Cred-
it Union’s top Lending
Partners are recognized
for their work in a special
awards ceremony at USM
Portland’s Hannaford Hall.

https://www.egcu.

with Veterans Wall

ing photos of his patients
who have served in the
military.

Dr. Ricci printed,
framed and mounted the
photos and this labor of
love has grown into what
is now called our Veterans
Wall — a heartfelt homage
to hundreds of wvascular
and cardiac patients and
their dedication to our
country. Visit CMMC’s
website to see a video of
the Veterans Wall.

“Shortly after I start-
ed here, I noticed many of
my patients were veter-
ans. I later learned Maine
has the largest number of
veterans per capita of any
state. I think it’s great that
we honor those who have
served on Veterans Day.
But it’s easy to forget
about the sacrifices they
made after Nov. 11 has
come and gone. This is
our way of honoring our
veterans year-round.”

Auburn’s revaluation moving forward

AUBURN, ME
The City of Auburn is
pleased to announce a
contract has been signed
with KRT Appraisal to
provide services for a full
city-wide revaluation. The
revaluation will include all
residential, = commercial,
and industrial improved
and vacant parcels. As of
the 2024 tax commitment,
Auburn has 9,472 parcels.

“This will be a full ‘boots
on the ground’ revaluation
with the intent of doing in-
terior and exterior inspec-
tions on all properties,”
said Karen Scammon,
Auburn’s Assessor. City
of Auburn Assessing staff
will be in the field assisting
KRT Appraisal with the in-
spections.

The revaluation is an-
ticipated to begin this fall
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and will take approximate-
ly 3 years to complete. The
city has prioritized public
outreach and will work
hard to communicate with
residents before and during
the revaluation. Two public
meetings have been held,

one in August and one in
September. The assessor
and deputy assessor have
appeared on the city’s of-
ficial podcast, “Absolutely
Auburn,” which is avail-
able on the City of Auburn
website (auburnmaine.
gov). The revaluation was
also discussed at the Sep-
tember 16th City Council
meeting. The council meet-
ing can be viewed on the

city’s YouTube channel.

A new “hub” site ded-
icated to the revaluation
process has been created
(https://reval-auburnau-
burnme.hub.arcgis.com/).
The site includes names
and pictures of the data
collectors, FAQs, and other
pertinent details. Addition-
al information will be add-
ed in the days and weeks
ahead. Staff will meet with

members of KRT Apprais-
al during the first week of
October to discuss the re-
valuation and additional
public education efforts.
The values from Au-
burn’s most recent reval-
uation were implemented
over a two-year period in
2006 and 2007. With esca-
lating sale prices over the
last four years, the ratio of
See Revaluation, page 14
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shelter manager

CUMBERLAND,
ME - - The Homeless An-
imal Rescue Team (HART)
of Maine, an adoption
center & shelter for cats
in Cumberland, is pleased
to announce that Claudia
Meyer-Maaseidvaag ~ has
joined HART as their new
Shelter Manager, where she
will focus on volunteer co-
ordination and shelter oper-
ations. Claudia joins HART
from the Pennsylvania So-
ciety for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals, where
she excelled as the Manager
of Lifesaving. Her impres-
sive background includes
work with Thoroughbred
Aftercare Retirement and
volunteer experience with
the nonprofits Forgotten
Cats and Stray Cat Blues.
Claudia holds a Bachelor
of Arts in Public Policy
and Nonprofit Management
from the University of Del-
aware.

Claudia notes, “I am
excited to be working with
the incredible volunteers,
staff, and Board of Direc-
tors to continue expanding
our programs and services,

growing our volunteer base,
and providing the high-
est-quality care to the cats
and kittens of Maine. I see
unlimited opportunities for
HART in our future and
look forward to meeting
more members of our com-
munity.”

Lisa Gamage, long-
time volunteer and Presi-
dent of the HART Board of

Hunting with heart:

AUGUSTA, ME
— As Maine’s Expanded
Archery hunting season
continues, and with key
dates like Maine Resident
Only Day on November
2 and the Firearm Sea-
son starting November
4, the Department of Ag-
riculture, Conservation
and Forestry’s (DACF)
Hunters for the Hungry
program is making efforts
to tackle food insecurity
with the help of generous

Injured

hunters across the state.
This wunique program
transforms game meat
donations into thousands
of nutritious meals for
Maine’s most vulnerable
populations.

A single deer can
provide meals for up to
200 people, underscor-
ing the significant impact
each donation has on lo-
cal communities. With
hunger affecting more
Maine residents yearly,

on the job?

We should talk.

——— (207) 333-5103 ——

Help@BilodeauLaw.me
BILODEAULAW.ME

BILODEAU

LAW

Directors adds, “HART is
excited to have Claudia join
our organization. She brings
compassion and knowledge
of animal welfare to help
us achieve our mission. We
look forward to her fresh
perspective on shelter man-
agement and collaboration
with our Medical Manager
and volunteers to help as
many cats as possible.”
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HART announces new

Upcoming Artist Series
in New Gloucester

NEW GLOUCES-
TER, ME -- The first
in a series hosting
Maine-based artists, join
award-winning artist Si-

mon van der Ven for an art
pop-up and presentation at
Unity Environmental Uni-
versity on November 21st
at 5:00 p.m. at Freeport

.

Hall on Pineland Campus.
Admission is free. For
more information see our
events page https://unity.
edu/events/

Maine hunters deliver thousands of meals

the program is a lifeline
for many.

Under the leadership
of Gus Nelson, Director
of The Emergency Food
Assistance Program,
and Nathan Lord, Maine
Ending Hunger Corps
Member, the Hunters
for the Hungry initiative
has grown. Since spring,
four new processors have
joined the network, bring-
ing the total to 25 licensed
processors across the

state, with more expect-
ed to join in the coming
months. These partners
ensure the meat is safely
prepared and distributed
efficiently to food pan-
tries, shelters, and com-
munity kitchens.

“This program al-
lows hunters to give back
in a meaningful way,
turning their harvest into
life-saving meals for
neighbors in need,” said
Nelson. “With more pro-

cessors on board, we can
reach even more commu-
nities.”

Hunters are encour-
aged to participate by do-
nating some or all of their
legally harvested game
this season. Their contri-
butions support Maine’s
fight against food insecu-
rity and foster a spirit of
community and generos-
ity.

How to Get In-
volved:

Hunters can easily
donate their game to a
participating  processor.
Interested hunters must
contact approved meat

Processors.

Donations are pro-
cessed at no cost to the
hunter, ensuring the meat
is prepared for those in
need.

Even a small portion
of your harvest can make
a difference in someone’s
life.

Why It Matters:

Hunger is rising:
More than ever, food
pantries and  shelters
need high-quality, nutri-

ent-dense proteins like
game meat.
Local impact: Ev-

ery donation stays within
Maine, benefiting fami-
lies and individuals in lo-
cal communities.
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Franco-American Genealogical Somety announces election results

LEWISTON, ME --
The Maine Franco-Amer-
ican Genealogy Society is
pleased to introduce its Of-
ficers and Board Members
who were newly elected at
the last general member-
ship meeting on October
26, 2024.

Beliveau is a Lewis-
ton native who now lives
in Lisbon. She worked
for a few local business-
es retiring after 18 years
at  Marshwood Center
Nursing Home. She was
a regular patron at the
MFGS Library research-
ing her ancestry and dis-
covered that one of her
grand-fathers came from
France to Acadie in the
mid-1600’s. Beliveau was
first elected to the Board
as Corresponding Secre-
tary in 2016 and continues
to volunteer in the MFGS
Library to help members
research their roots.

Murphy was em-
ployed by the City of Lew-

Fontaine

AUBURN, ME -
Fontaine Family, a lead-
ing real estate brokerage
based in Maine, is proud to
announce that it has been
recognized by The Bos-
ton Globe and Statista as
one of New England’s Top
Real Estate Brokerages
of 2024. Fontaine Fami-
ly secured the prestigious
#2 ranking for the State
of Maine and #11 ranking
across all of New England,
placing them among the
elite in the region’s com-
petitive real estate indus-
try.

This ranking is based
on a comprehensive anal-
ysis of Multiple Listing
Service (MLS) data, which
includes property listings,
sales, and agent informa-
tion. Brokerages were de-
termined by MLS IDs and
may represent individual

iston for 37 years. She now
enjoys spending her time
with her granddaughter.
She was born and raised in
Lewiston and proud of her
deep Canadian roots which
include the family names
of Cloutier, Dostie, Nadeau
and Veilleux.

Martin won a schol-
arship that permitted him
to study in France for two
months, but the end result
was a stay of two years. He
graduated from the Lycée
Albert Camus in Nimes,
France. Upon returning to
Maine, he worked at Mu-
seum L-A, now known as
Maine MILL, before be-
coming the French teacher
at Saint Dominic Acad-
emy where he continues
to spread his love of the
French language and cul-
ture, and to inspire future
generations. Martin is also
a board member of the Al-
liance Frangaise du Maine
and of the Franco-Ameri-
can Collection at USM.
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MFGS Officers and new Board Members from left to right:
Connie Beliveau (Corresponding Secretary), Marie Mur-
phy, Camden Martin (Vice President), Connie Hitchcock
(Recording Secretary), Fr. Robert Parent (President), Pau-
line Dionne, and Normand Lamie (Treasurer).

Hitchcock is a retired
school librarian who holds
a BA in English from U
Maine in Orono and a Mas-
ters in Library Information
Science from Rutgers. She
joined the Board as Re-
cording Secretary in 2016.
She is a second-generation
Franco-American hoping
to expand the information
in her genealogical lines
of Bissonnette, Laplante,
Duclos and Cloutier. She
is also very active with the
Maine Music Society cur-

rently serving as its vice-
chair and singing in the
MMS Chorale.

Father Parent has
served as a Board Member,
Librarian and President for
several terms. He brings a
wealth of information and
many contacts that help to
expand the resources at the
library.

Dionne retired after
47 years in finance and
HR functions. She starts
most mornings swimming
laps for over an hour. She

has been working on fam-
ily genealogy research for
over 30 years, tracing most
lines to France. These lines
consist of Choret/Charette,
Cloutier, Dionne, and Pel-
letier families.

Lamie is an inde-
pendent contractor and
licensed Professional En-
gineer who also holds de-
grees in Business and Pub-
lic Administration from the
University of Maine. He
has served on the Board
of Directors and as Pres-
ident of the Maine Water
Utilities and the New En-
gland Water Works Asso-
ciation. His position as
Treasurer for the Auburn
Lewiston Rotary Club adds
to his extensive experience
in financial management
developing numerous pro-
fessional working relation-
ships with various officials
in the area. In his spare
time, Lamie enjoys geneal-
ogy research and spending
time with seven grandchil-

Page 3

dren.

The Maine Fran-
co-American  Genealog-
ical Society is a 501(c3)
non-profit, primarily self-
help genealogical research
library dedicated to help
Americans of French-Ca-
nadian & Acadian ancestry
discover their history. It is
a totally volunteer led or-
ganization with members
available to help you ma-
neuver your way through
its 3200 volumes which in-
clude a collection of mar-
riage repertoires from all
six New England states as
well as Canada, New York
and Oregon. The library
also includes digital files
for researching Census in-
formation, Social Security
Death Benefits informa-
tion and Maine obituaries.
These are only a few of the
many resources available.
Please visit www.mfgen.
org for more information,
including revised hours of
operation.

Family Team recognized by Boston Globe, Statista

teams. To evaluate broker-
age performance, four key

performance  indicators
were used: revenue, price
performance, sales vol-

ume, and success rate. Ad-
ditionally, regional exper-
tise was factored into the
assessment for state-spe-
cific top lists.

We are deeply hon-
ored to be ranked among
the top real estate broker-
ages in New England. This
achievement is a testament
to the dedication and pas-
sion of our team and the
trust our clients place in
us. We are grateful to our
loyal clients, partners, and
the communities we serve
for their continued sup-
port, which has made this
recognition possible.

Fontaine Family
has long been a trusted
name in Maine real estate,

known for its personal-
ized approach, local ex-
pertise, and commitment
to helping families find
their dream homes. The
company’s ranking as #2
in Maine and #11 in New
England demonstrates its
ongoing leadership and
influence in the New En-
gland real estate market.

Looking ahead, Fon-
taine Family remains fo-
cused on expanding its
services and continuing to
provide exceptional real
estate solutions to clients
throughout the region. The
team is excited to build on
this success and remain a
top choice for buyers and
sellers alike.

Fontaine Family -
The Real Estate Leader is
a highly skilled real estate
team of licensed profes-
sionals dedicated to focus-

readers.

What do you think?

We strongly encourage Letters to the Editor, Op/
Eds, columns or any other submissions from our

Agree with us or another columnist? Disagree?
Write to us and let us know!

Email all submissions, including name, address
and phone number, to the editor.
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Send all items for
What's Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

ing on the client. Fontaine
was awarded 2019 Maine
Family-Owned Business
of'the Year, voted Best Real
Estate Company in the
Greater Lewiston/Auburn
Area and Greater Portland
Area year after year, rec-
ognized by Real Trends as
America’s Top 250 Real
Estate Team and published

in the Wall Street Journal
in the Top 250 Real Estate
Professionals ranking in
the top %2 of 1% of Real-
tors outperforming 99.9%
of the nation’s Realtors.
The Fontaine Fami-
ly Team serves 8 counties
— Androscoggin, Cum-
berland, York, Sagada-
hoc, Oxford, Kennebec,

WHY PEOPLE CHOOSE

Franklin and Somerset — in
two locations, 336 Center
Street in Auburn and 432
US Route One in Scarbor-
ough. For more informa-
tion visit FontaineTeam.
com, download their free
home search mobile app
“Fontaine Family Real
Estate” or call (207)784-
3800 or (207)289-3830.
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Seniors Not Acting Their Age

A large group of
Chowderheads with the Pe-
nobscot Paddle & Chowder
Society were taking a break
for lunch at a riverside
campsite at Jamaica State
Park in Vermont during the
West Fest. We were par-
ticipating in an annual fall
whitewater release on the
West River and had con-
cluded our first descent of
a 3-mile section of almost
continuous Class III rapids.
Several of us were consid-
ering a return to the put-in
at Bald Mountain Dam for
a second run.

Six paddlers in four
kayaks and two canoes re-
solved to make another ar-
duous climb over the dam
in order to take advantage
of the exceptional white-
water experience. The re-
mainder of the group chose

More

A cyclist rides the West River Trail

to remain at the campsite
and await our return. Upon
arrival, the two canoeists
would join them for 3.5
miles of Class I whitewa-
ter below the campsite.

After completing the
strenuous climb over the
dam, we enjoyed anoth-
er rollicking ride through
exciting whitewater that
included Initiation, Boof
Rock, and Dumplings Rap-
ids. Everyone aced the
challenging descent.

When we returned to
the campsite, most of our
merry band of Chowder-
heads assembled for the re-
maining rapids on the lower
section. My wife, Nancy,
and I had different plans for
continuing the West Fest.
We were going to research
possible flatwater paddling
options for the following

day and explore the West
River Trail in nearby Brat-
tleboro.

Initially, our efforts
to find a quality lake or
pond to paddle were disap-
pointing. Bald Mountain
and Townsend Lakes, both
dammed sections of the
West River, were discour-
agingly low and essentially
unnavigable. However, at
the mouth of the West Riv-
er, where it joins the Con-
necticut River in Brattle-
boro, the river widens and
forms an island-filled body
of water locally referred to
as West Lake. After view-
ing much of the shoreline,
studying our maps, and
locating a convenient boat
landing, we concluded that
would be our paddling des-
tination for the following
day.

Sealcoating * Hot Rubber Crack Filling
New Installations * Concrete
Reclaimed Asphalt * Loam

Roadmark Industries

Mike Willett » 143 Pleasant Street ® Auburn

(207) 240-5535

Much of the West River Trail follows along the West River

‘West Fest Adv

Fortuitously, the
southern trailhead for the
lower West River Trail is
next to the landing. We de-
cided on an afternoon trail
adventure. Nancy chose
to hike whereas I opted to
bike.

The West River Trail
begins in Brattleboro. The
lower section follows north
along the West River for
about four miles and then
connects with lightly trav-
eled dirt roads before end-
ing in the rural village of
Dummerston.  Additional
portions of the trail have
been opened farther north.

From the outset, I
found the trail to be an ex-
cellent stimulating ride.
Much of the path travels
next to the river with many
exceptional views.  The
hard packed dirt surface
is mostly double-track but
is narrower in one stretch.
During my ride, I traveled
through a couple of areas
where the original railroad
bed was carved out of a
steep granite slope.

After reaching the
northern trailhead, the
rail trail joins a dirt road
that follows along the riv-
er. Only one slow moving
vehicle was encountered
as | continued to ride the
moderately hilly road for a
couple of additional miles
before turning back.

Faced with a five-
hour drive home, Nancy
and I were up early the next
morning for our paddle on
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A paddler kayaks north on West Lake

West Lake. A landing on
the east side allows for easy
access to the water. After
unloading kayaks, we left
our vehicle in the nearby
West River Trail parking
area.

We paddled north
along the east shore be-
tween a large island on the
left and the shoreline next
to the West River Trail on
the right. We soon passed
under the Interstate 91
Bridge and continued far-
ther north until reaching the
river where low water pre-
vented further navigation.

On return, we crossed
to the west shore where a
rower out for his morning
paddle was met. Pro-
gressing south, we entered
shallow water and passed
through an entertaining
collection of small islands.
West of the islands, the
lake opens into a circular
bay. We circumnavigated
the bay and departed east
through a narrow passage
into the Connecticut River.

Time constraints
prohibited continuing our

paddle on the Connecticut.
When returning to the land-
ing, we passed The Marina
Restaurant which serves
excellent seafood.

Our West Fest week-
end complete, we began
our drive home while mak-
ing tentative plans for next
year along the way.

My book, Maine Al
Fresco: The Fifty Finest
Outdoor Adventures in
Maine describes the best
bike trails, lake paddles and
whitewater trips in Maine.

Ron Chase resides
in Topsham.  His latest
book, “Maine Al Fresco:
The Fifty Finest Outdoor
Adventures in Maine” is
available at www.north-
countrypress.com/maine-
al-fresco or in bookstores
and through online retail-
ers. His previous books are
“The Great Mars Hill Bank
Robbery” and “Mountains
for Mortals — New En-
gland.”  Visit his website
at www.ronchaseoutdoors.
com or he can be reached
at ronchaseoutdoors@,
comcast.net

Courtney

Accepting New Clients ~ Booth Rental Available

214 Minot Avenue ~ Auburn ~ 689-3035
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Applications now open for Machias Savings Bank grant

MACHIAS, ME—
Machias Savings Bank is
now accepting applica-
tions for its new Work-
force Development Grant,
dedicated to funding
projects that enhance and

expand Maine’s work-
force capabilities. This
grant provides a total

of $50,000, awarded in
three amounts of $25,000,

Wiscasset Hohday Marketfest bri

WISCASSET, ME
— Wiscasset Holiday Mar-
ketfest heralds the gift-giv-
ing season with three days
of local shopping and lots
of activities for shoppers,
families, locals, and visi-
tors to enjoy! In 2024, visit
Marketfest on Fri., Dec.
6, Sat., Dec. 7, and Sun.,
Dec. 8, in Wiscasset Vil-
lage, from 10am to Spm
each day and festive family
events on Friday and Sat-
urday evenings.

Marketfest features
a visit from Santa who
arrives via a grand light
parade. Kids get treats
and cocoa, adults get Hot
Toddies. Sheep for pet-
ting and marshmallows
for roasting keep the brisk
evening toasty. The week-
end’s free raffle for din-
ing in every participating
storefront entices shoppers

$15,000, and $10,000, to
support projects that fo-
cus on upskilling, reskill-
ing, and career readiness
resources throughout the
state.

The application peri-
od for the Workforce De-
velopment Grant opens on
November 11th and clos-
es on November 22nd. El-
igible applicants include

501(c)3 organizations,
educational institutions,
and municipalities com-
mitted to building a stron-
ger workforce in Maine.
Priority consideration will
be given to projects that
promote career pathways,
vocational training, and
accessible job opportuni-
ties for Maine residents.
Selected recipients will be

B g\ii

The beautiful harmonies of the Heart ‘n Soul Quartet bring
the songs of the season to Wiscasset Village during Wiscasset
Holiday Marketfest on Dec. 6-8. (Lucia Droby photo)

to browse while the very
popular Christmas Cookie
Challenge is an irresist-
ible call to local bakers.
Hang around until after
the judging for the chance
to sample these tasty mor-
sels. Find inspiration in the

annual Wreaths Around the
Holidays display and be
part of the friendly compe-
tition for People’s Choice.

The historic Nick-
els-Sortwell House will
be decked with holiday
greens and open for tours,

notified by phone by De-
cember 16th.

“Our Workforce
Development Grant is an
investment in Maine’s
future workforce and eco-
nomic success,” said Me-
lissa Denbow, VP, Com-
munity Impact Manager.
“By supporting programs
that enhance job skills
and thus increase wages,

1mm1ng

we are not only aiding in-
dividual growth but also
contributing to the resil-
ience and prosperity of
Maine communities.”
Machias Savings
Bank seeks to bolster
Maine’s workforce by
funding impactful proj-
ects that address critical
workforce needs. Past
Machias Savings Bank
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grants have funded di-
verse programs, including
mentorship and training
initiatives that equip indi-
viduals with essential job
skills and entrepreneur-
ship education.

Complete grant
guidelines and applica-
tion details are available
at www.machiassavings.
bank.

Wlth seasonal cheer

Wiscasset Holiday Marketfest’s Christmas Cookie Chal-
lenge judges (I to r), Anthony Weismann, Daphne Crom-
well, and Brad McCary, took their task of choosing the best
holiday cookie very seriously in 2023. The cookie challenge
returns in 2024 with a call to bakers to consider crumb, ap-
pearance, flavor, and presentation. Watch the judges; shop-
pers take home the cookies! (Bob Bond photo)

while the old barn next
door will be transformed
into a shopping wonder-
land for unique, one-of-a-
kind, artisan-made gifts. A
family-friendly Snow Ball
is a dance party for all to

enjoy!
Ornament work-
shops, a shopping event

just for kids, songs of the
season from a female bar-
bershop quartet, wagon
rides, and more bring the
joy of the season to all who
visit Wiscasset Village
during Holiday Marketfest
2024!

For more details, see
the Calendar on www.Wis-
cassetHolidayMarketfest.
com. Wiscasset Holiday
Marketfest is a partnership
between Wiscasset Cre-
ative Alliance and Wiscas-
set Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

GrowSmart Maine wins USDA food systems grant

MAINE - On
Friday, November 1st,
USDA Agricultural Mar-
keting Services notified
GrowSmart Maine that
they were one of ten proj-
ects selected from across
the country to be awarded
a grant from the Regional
Food System Partnerships
Program to the amount of
$152,952.00. The grant
will be used for the estab-
lishment of the Downeast
Food System Partnership
program.

The Downeast Food
System Partnership will be
working within the overall
vision of a broader diver-

sity of Downeasters in-
volved with growing and
regularly accessing afford-
able, locally grown food,
where farmers and others
in the local food econo-
my are making a sustain-
able living. The Downeast
Food System Partnership
provides the platform for
achieving this vision.
GrowSmart Maine
will be implementing the
initiative in cooperation
with program partners
Sunrise County Econom-
ic Council, Healthy Aca-
dia, and Hancock County
Planning Commission.
The purpose of DFSP

GRIDIRQN
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207-7717-6353
207-777-6354

is to provide a platform
for developing joint goals
and plans, conducting out-
reach to farming commu-
nities, coordinating with
relevant actors within and
outside the region, and ac-
cessing additional resourc-
es for implementation of
priority actions. The goal
is to better understand
and strengthen the food
system in the Downeast
through prioritization of
joint actions for growing
an expanded, innovative
and more integrated re-
gional food system.

The partnership
seeks to bring together a

broad range of Downeast
Food System stakehold-
ers: Farmers, processors,
distributors, and  val-
ue-add producers; Dis-
tressed and food insecure
communities; Institutions
that purchase food and or-
ganizations that serve vul-
nerable and food insecure
populations; Restaurants,
grocery stores, farmers’

markets and other sales
points that have an interest
in offering local food.
“We are thrilled to
get to work on this pro-
gram,” said Harald Bre-
desen, Program Director
at GrowSmart Maine.
“The Downeast region of
Maine has a rich tradition
of farming and working
with the land to provide

food locally and across
the region. We look for-
ward to working with
Sunrise County Econom-
ic Council, Healthy Aca-
dia, and Hancock County
Planning Commission to
strengthen access to af-
fordable, healthy food for
residents and promote the
viability of farms in the
Downeast.”

Send all items for Names &
Faces to the editor. Deadline
is Friday by five pm.
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Novel Jazz Septet celebrates Elllngton

BRUNSWICK,
ME -- UUCB Concerts

for a Cause presents
the Novel Jazz Septet
at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church of Bruns-
wick on Saturday, Now.
23 at 7:30 p.m. to raise
money for the Brunswick
Area Teen Center and
Maine Family Planning.
The concert will feature
the music of the iconic
Duke Ellington and his
equally iconic musical
collaborator, Billy Stray-
horn who, together wrote

some 3,000 compositions
over their musical ca-
reers.

Novel Jazz Septet,
one of Maine’s premiere
jazz groups, is now in
their 20th year of keep-
ing the musical legacy
of Duke Ellington and
Billy Strayhorn alive and
swinging. The band em-
barked on a project to go
through the massive ar-
chive of compositions by
Ellington and Strayhorn,
transcribe some less-
er-known gems for the

band and reinterpret them
with a 21st century sound.
This has resulted in 3
CDs and a special PBS
interview about the proj-
ect. In addition, several
two-hour programs dedi-
cated to Novel Jazz have
been broadcast on Maine
Public Radio’s jazz show,
“Jazz Tonight” over the
years.

Novel Jazz will per-
form standard tunes from
the Ellington/Strayhorn
repertoire plus more com-
positions that they have

and Strayhorn

recently unearthed from
original recordings at the
Ellington Archives of the
Smithsonian Museum of
American History as well
as the Strayhorn Collec-
tion at the Library of Con-
gress, both in Washington
D.C.

The musicians of
Novel Jazz, Barney Balch
(trombone), Michael

and $10 for students/chil-
dren and will be available

Herb Maine (bass), travel

Mitchell (trumpet), David
Clark (guitar), Nathan-
iel Johengen (reeds), Bill
Manning (drums), Mick-
ey Felder (piano), and

far and wide, keeping the
spirit of Duke and “Sweet
Pea” alive and swinging.
Tickets are $20 in
advance, $25 at the door,

(hristmas

(arol

adapted by
Christopher Schario
A story you know, told in a
way you've never imagined.

at the church office, Gulf
of Maine Books, or on-
line at https://ticketstripe.

com/noveljazz7.
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MDC holds conference, annual awards celebration

BIDDEFORD AND
SACO, ME -- Maine De-
velopment  Foundation’s
(MDF’s) Maine Down-
town Center (MDC) held
its  25th  Anniversary
Conference and Annual
Awards over two jam-
packed days in Biddeford
and Saco. This year’s
conference theme, “Revi-
talization in Action,” set
the stage for dynamic dis-
cussions, action-oriented
workshops, awards, and
community tours high-
lighting ways community
leaders, municipal staffs,
elected officials, business
owners, and passionate
residents, are transforming
downtown communities
throughout Maine. The
three awards that were
presented and the keynote
address by Erin Barnes,
President and CEO of
Main Street America, un-
derscored the power of
collective action to drive
community revitalization
and growth.

“We know that we
can’t solve everything,”
said Erin Barnes, President
and CEO of Main Street
America, during her key-
note address on Thursday.
“But we are the experts on
our own communities. We
have the exact right exper-
tise to mend what’s right in
front of us.

More than 160
business, municipal, and
community leaders and

volunteers from across
Maine attended the 2-day
Conference. They par-
ticipated in a variety of
ways: through downtown
walking tours of neighbor-
hoods, parks, and historic
sites both Saco and Bid-
deford to experience how
initiatives are playing out
in real life; in workshops
aimed at providing tools to
transform their own com-
munities; and contributing
to strategic discussions of
how to scale proven ap-
proaches and initiatives to
drive equitable, inclusive
economic and commu-
nity development across
Maine.

“Maine has amazing
downtowns. Mill towns.
Towns on rivers. Towns
along the ocean,” said
Anne Ball, Senior Pro-
gram Director for MDC.
“They offer beautiful his-
toric fabric and building
types, welcoming public
spaces, and unique small
businesses. These places
can also be fragile. If they
are going to continue to be
economic engines, they
need to be cultivated and
supported. So, our work is
never done.”

During the Awards
Celebration MDC proud-
ly bestowed the following
honors:

2024 Downtown
Project of the Year Award
to the Szanton Company
for The Uptown complex

in Bath. Working with
more than a dozen public
and private partners and
funders, Szanton rehabil-
itated and expanded two
historic buildings to offer
both residential and com-
mercial space. 42 of the
resulting 60 housing units
are affordable, helping
ease the region’s housing
shortage.

2024 Downtown
Small Business Award to
Rhona Beauty in Bidd-
eford. Owner Rhona Deah
opened the salon to serve
multi-cultural women and
create a space for “em-
powerment and self-love.”
Deah is an immigrant from
Liberia who now employs
two hair braiders, offers
booths to other stylists,

and hosts community
events.

2024 William F.
King, Jr, Downtown

Champion Award to Luke
R Dyer, Town Manager of
Van Buren. Dyer served
in law enforcement for
30 years before taking the
role of Town Manager in
Van Buren. He has helped
lead several economic de-
velopment initiatives in-
cluding the Park Street &
Community Garden proj-
ect, the Van Buren Acadi-
an Passage Lighting Proj-
ect, and the upcoming $1.8
million community tech
hub project.

The event also cele-
brated MDC’s 25th Anni-

mdf

versary of leading preser-
vation-based community
and economic develop-
ment across the state under
the umbrella of the nation-
al Main Street America
organization. MDC cur-
rently works with 11 na-
tionally accredited Main
Street Maine communities
- including the most recent
designee, City of Ells-
worth, and the nonprofit
Heart of Ellsworth — 14

MAINE
DOWNTOWN

mdf:..i.f!il.ii 25

Affiliate Communities and
scores of other municipali-
ties and communities.

“I really don’t think
there is any way Ellsworth
and Heart of Ellsworth
could have achieved na-
tional accreditation as a
Main Street Community
without the help of the
Maine Downtown Cen-
ter,” said Cara Romano,
Executive  Director of
Heart of Ellsworth. “They
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have been with us every
step of the way, helping
us figure out the strategic
planning, the tactical im-
plementation, and coach-
ing us on how to secure
everything from funding
to investment in initiatives
that have enriched Ells-
worth economically.”
Visit the MDC sec-
tion of our website to find
out more about the broad
range of programs we offer.

USM selected to receive $350K to help prevent pollution

BOSTON, MA — The
U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) an-
nounced the University of
Southern Maine has been se-
lected to receive $350,000 in
grants to provide technical
assistance to businesses to
develop and adopt pollution
prevention (P2) practices in
local communities.

The New England En-
vironmental Finance Center
(NEEFC) has been selected
to receive $350,000 to pro-
vide technical assistance to
craft beverage manufactur-
ers in Maine and Vermont.
The technical assistance
will advance sustainability
practices that reduce energy,
water, and waste as well as
chemical use, and provide
assessments of in-house
chemicals for toxicity and
recommendations for tran-
sitioning to less hazardous
packaging and circular econ-
omy solutions as prescribed
in the BetterBev recognition
program. NEEFC is a center
at the Catherine Cutler In-
stitute at the University of
Southern Maine, a member
of the University of Maine
System.

“Every ~ community
deserves clean air, safe wa-
ter, and a healthy environ-
ment—and pollution pre-
vention grants help achieve
that by reducing waste at the
source. By adopting smart-

er and innovative practices
that limit the use of toxic
materials and conserve re-
sources, these investments
are helping our partners to
support New England busi-
nesses to cut costs, grow
sustainably, and protect the
environment,” said EPA
Regional Administrator Da-
vid W. Cash. “Thanks to the
Biden-Harris ~ Administra-
tion, together we’re creat-
ing lasting benefits for local
economies and ensuring that
environmental progress and
economic growth go hand in
hand and reach all commu-
nities, including those that
need it most. That’s Invest-
ing in America.”

“Maine knows the im-
portance of environmental
stewardship and has long
been a leader in pollution re-
duction, but we cannot let up
on our efforts as we continue
to fight against the impacts
of climate change and work
to eliminate contamination,”
said U.S. Senator Angus
King. “This $350,000 grant
to support the University
of Southern Maine’s New
England Environmental Fi-
nance Center will go to craft
beverage manufactures in
Maine and assist their efforts
to better reduce chemical
use and transition to cir-
cular economy solutions. I
was proud to support the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law

and am encouraged to see it
continue to drive Maine and
our nation forward toward a
more resilient future.”

“I’'m thrilled to see
the University of Southern
Maine receive a $350,000
grant to help craft brewers
in Maine and Vermont cut
back on hazardous chemi-
cals and transition to more
sustainable, circular econ-
omy packaging,” said Con-
gresswoman Chellie Pin-
gree, ranking member of the
House Appropriations Inte-
rior and Environment Sub-
committee. “This funding
will provide vital technical
support to Maine’s growing
craft beverage industry, by
helping them to adopt green-
er, more eco-friendly prac-
tices that not only protect
our environment but also
enhance business efficiency.
I’'m proud to see the Bipar-
tisan Infrastructure Law’s
historic funding for pollu-
tion prevention being put to
work in our state. This is a
win for our economy and a
win for our planet—show-
ing what’s possible when we
invest in sustainable innova-
tion. I will continue fighting
to ensure the EPA has the
resources it needs to help
Maine’s businesses lead the
way in embracing a circular

economy.”
“The New England
Environmental Finance

Center is thrilled to receive
Pollution  Prevent  (P2)
funding from the US EPA!
This funding will allow the
NEEFC to continue to sup-
port craft beverage manufac-
turers in Maine and Vermont
in their efforts to optimize
operations and improve ef-
ficiency. The NEEFC is also
excited to continue to col-
laborate with EPA Regions
1, 3, and 4 P2 grant recipi-
ents in the BetterBev effort,
aligning technical assistance
processes and Green Craft

Beverage Recognition,
leading to vastly improved
beverage manufacturing

guidance. None of this work
would be happening at its
impressive and growing
scale without the support of
the US EPA,” said NEEFC’s
Luke Truman.

In total, EPA an-
nounced 48 selectees across
the country that will collec-
tively receive nearly $19
million in grants to support
states, Tribal Nations, and
U.S. territories in providing
technical assistance to busi-
nesses to develop and adopt
pollution prevention (P2)
practices in local commu-
nities. Thanks to President
Biden’s Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law, nearly half of
the funds awarded this year
were made available with
no cost share/match require-
ment.

Pollution prevention,
also known as P2 or source
reduction, is any practice
that reduces, eliminates,
or prevents pollution at its
source prior to recycling,
treatment, or disposal. Pre-
venting pollution at the
source rather than manag-
ing waste afterwards is an
important way to support
American business’ efforts
to reduce costs, while pro-
tecting communities from
exposure to toxic chemi-
cals and conserving natural
resources. These practices
are essential for protecting
health, improving environ-
mental conditions—includ-
ing in and around disad-
vantaged communities—and
preserving natural resources
like wetlands, groundwater
sources, and other critical
ecosystems.

Between 2011-2022,
EPA’s Pollution Prevention
program issued over 500
grants totaling more than
$54 million, which have
helped businesses identify,
develop, and adopt P2 ap-
proaches. These approaches
have resulted in 31.9 bil-
lion kWh in energy savings,
eliminated 20.8 million met-
ric tons of greenhouse gas-
es, saved 52 billion gallons
of water, reduced 1 billion
pounds of hazardous mate-
rials, and saved businesses
more than $2.3 billion.

The agency expects to
award funds once all legal
and administrative require-
ments are satisfied. Once
awarded, selected grantees
will document and share P2
best practices that they iden-
tify and develop through
these grants, so that others
can replicate these practices
and outcomes. Each selected
grantee will also develop at
least one case study during
the grant period on P2 prac-
tices that are new or not
widely known or adopted, or
where detailed information
on the P2 practices could
benefit other businesses or
P2 technical assistance pro-
viders.

The grants funded by
the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law will be fully funded
upon being awarded, with
individual grant awards as
high as $350,000. Grants
that are a part of the tradi-
tional P2 grants program
will be funded over a two-
year funding cycle and re-
quire a cost share/match of
fifty percent. EPA’s Pollution
Prevention Grant Program
advances President Biden’s
Justice40 Initiative which
set a goal to deliver 40%
of the overall benefits from
certain federal investments
to disadvantaged communi-
ties that are marginalized by
underinvestment and over-
burdened by pollution.
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Paintings on display for November at WHA R

LEWISTON, ME
-- The Woman’s Hospital
Association (WHA) Rotat-
ing Art Gallery at Central
Maine Medical Center in
Lewiston is proud to dis-
play the paintings of Cathy
Chappell and Anita Poulin.

Cathy Chappell, a re-
tired CPA, has transformed
her love of photography
into new outlets for cre-
ativity including iris fold-
ing which is the focus of
her exhibit this month. Iris
folding is a paper craft tech-
nique that involves folding
strips of colored paper to
form a design. The center of
the design forms an iris—a
shape reminiscent of the
iris diaphragm of a cam-
era lens. Using animals for

her inspiration, she creates
pictures with this intricate
folding technique. From di-
nosaurs to unicorns, foxes
and bears to elephants, all
are on display.

Poulin is a well-
known local artist who
comes from three gener-
ations of artists who have
painted scenes of Maine
for nearly a century. The
owner of GreenWood Gal-
lery, which she founded in
2013, she loves living in a
state where “the north light
we experience brings out
the rich colors” of the nat-
ural world. Although her
preferred medium for over
40 years has been acrylic,
she continues to grow and
explore new means of ex-

Thursday, November 14,2024

“Elephant” by Cathy Chappell (photograph supplied by

artist)

DED Russell Medical
Center to expand services

BRIDGTON, ME
- DFD Russell Medical
Center is pleased to an-
nounce the expansion of
its behavioral health and
medication-assisted treat-
ment services in Bridgton,
Maine. This expansion is
made possible by feder-
al grant funding from the
Health Resources and
Services Administration
(HRSA). The funding and
subsequent expansion are
intended to enhance ac-
cess to crucial behavior-
al health and substance
use disorder treatment
services for individuals
in Central and Western
Maine.

As part of HRSA’s
nationwide initiative,
grants were awarded to
more than 400 commu-
nity health centers across
the country that care for
more than 10 million
people. Funding aims to
integrate mental health
and substance use disor-
der treatment into primary
care.

DFD Russell Medi-
cal Center remains stead-
fast in its commitment to
providing stigma-free,
culturally competent, and
accessible behavioral
health and substance use
services to individuals in
need. The expansion will

STAPLES
COWORKING

A NEW SPACE
TO BREAKOLD RULES

help address the mental
health and opioid crisis
impacting Maine commu-
nities.

In line with the ex-
pansion efforts, DFD is
now seeking to hire a
Licensed Clinical Social
Worker (LCSW) at its
Bridgton location. The
LCSW will play a crucial
role in providing compre-
hensive  psychotherapy,
counseling, and support
services to patients in
need. Interested candi-
dates are encouraged to
learn more on DFD’s web-
site at www.dfdrussell.
org/career-opportunities/
employment-openings/.

COME TRY OUR NEW COWORKING
AND MEETING SPACE IN AUBURN

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 1

FOR FREE!

FREE WEEK OF OPEN SEAT

COWORKING AND 1HOUR OF

MEETING ROOM USE.

OFFER VALID ONLY AT OUR
89 UNION ST. AUBURN, ME LOCATION

S

otating Art Gallery

“Beach Boy with Pail” by Anita Poulin (photograph sup-

plied by artist

pression, highlighting her
versatility as an artist.

The works on display
may be purchased through
the WHA Gift Shop located

adjacent to the main lobby
at Central Maine Medical
Center. A percentage of sale
proceeds benefits patients
of CMMC.

Fall enrollment up 15%
at CMCC

AUBURN, ME - Fall
enrollment is up 15% at
Central Maine Communi-
ty College, breaking 4,700
students for the first time,
continuing the colleges his-
toric enrollment growth.

“We are thrilled to
see a 15% increase in fall
enrollment, setting an all-
time enrollment high,” said
Dr. Betsy Libby, President
of Central Maine Commu-
nity College. “This growth

reflects the commitment of
our faculty and staff and
highlights the vital role our
institution plays in provid-
ing accessible, high-quality
education to Maine resi-
dents. By equipping more
students with the skills and
training needed to succeed
in today’s workforce, or
to transfer to a 4-year in-
stitution, we are not only
strengthening our local
community but contribut-

ing to the economic vitality
of the entire state. As more
individuals pursue higher
education, Maine is better
positioned to meet the de-
mands of a rapidly evolv-
ing job market.”

Fall enrollment was
4,754 students, compared
to 4,121 in 2023 and 3,375
in 2022.

The entire Maine
Community College Sys-
tem enrollment is up 10%.

Send all items for Names & Faces to the
editor. Deadline is Friday by five pm.
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UMA celebrates opening of Delta Dental Oral Health Center

AUGUSTA, ME—
As part of its efforts to
improve access to care,
the University of Maine at
Augusta (UMA) officially
opened an expanded den-
tal education clinic in its
Lewiston Center on Friday,
Nov. 1, doubling its capac-
ity to educate in-demand
dental health care profes-
sionals and provide com-
munity care there.

UMA officials ded-
icated the space as the
Delta Dental Oral Health
Center in recognition of
a $665,000 grant from
Northeast Delta Dental last
year that funded the proj-
ect, which added three new
operatories (dental chairs)
and a state-of-the-art 3D
digital X-ray machine. Jef-
frey Walawender, Jennifer
Beyer, Erin Holt and Bri-
an Staples from Northeast
Delta Dental were on-site
for the celebration.

UMA‘UNIVERSITY OF MATN -' AUGUSTA
DELTA DENTAL ORAL HEALTH CENTER

L to R: Jeffrey Walawender, DDS, Maine board of directors
chair, Northeast Delta Dental; Courtney Noonan, UMA as-

sistant professor of dental health; and Joseph Szakas, UMA

provost and vice president of academic affairs. Image Cred-

it: Photo by Duncan Persons

“In an effort to ex-
pand the dental workforce
in Maine, Northeast Delta
Dental is excited to sup-

port the dental health care
professionals at Universi-
ty of Maine at Augusta,”
said Jeffrey Walawender,

Central Maine Det.810 Marine
Corps League awards scholarships

LEWISTON/AU-
BURN, ME -- Central
Maine Det.810 Marine
Corps League present-
ed two area seniors stu-
dent scholarships to fur-
ther their education. The

scholarships were me-
morial scholarships for
two Marines who have
passed away in recent
years. The Kevin Mitchell
Memorial Scholarship is
presented to a graduating

senior from Edward Lit-
tle High School and the
Leon Burgess Memorial
Scholarship is present-
ed to a graduating se-
nior from Lewiston High
School.

D.D.S., Maine board of
dlrectors chair, Northeast
Delta Dental. “Our orga-
nization knows that sup-
porting high-quality dental
education is an investment
in improving access to
dental care across the state
of Maine.”

UMA Provost and
Vice President of Academ-
ic Affairs Joseph Szakas
underscored the impor-

tance and impact of the
new Delta Dental Oral
Health Center. “With this
expanded space in Lewis-
ton that we are officially
opening and dedicating
today, we can enroll more
students, provide them
with cutting-edge tools
and training, and add more
dental professionals to
Maine’s workforce.”

“We are grateful to

Page 9

Northeast Delta Dental for
its support and shared com-
mitment to increasing ac-
cess to high-quality dental
education and care,” said
UMA President Jenifer
Cushman. “UMA plays a
lead role in addressing the
shortage of dental profes-
sionals in Maine, in turn
improving access to care
for our communities. Ex-

See UMA, page 16
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Water that just works.

Lewiston HS senior Marguerite Shep-
ard. On her right is Commandant Charlie
Paul, Dept of Maine Commandant, Marine
Corps League.

Edward Little HS senior Lydia Chapman. On
her left is Jane Mitchell, wife of Kevin Mitch-
ell. On her right is Commandant Charlie Paul,
Dept of Maine Commandant, Marine Corps
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Maine's leader in water well drilling,

pump installation, and geothermal
installation.

P ]
www.andwell.org

207.224.7861 goodwinwellandwater.com
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AUGUSTA, ME
-- The Maine Army Na-
tional Guard is pleased to
announce the promotion of
William Dionne from the
rank of Colonel to Briga-
dier General. Dionne re-
ceived his new rank during
a November 2 ceremony
at Camp Chamberlain, the
National Guard’s Joint
Force Headquarters in Au-
gusta.

Brig. Gen. Diane
Dunn, The Adjutant Gen-
eral, who oversees both
components of the Maine
National Guard — Air and
Army — hosted the event
to honor Dionne’s achieve-
ments and acknowledge he
is ready for even more re-
sponsibility.

“Will Dionne leads
with complete passion for
common sense and doing
what is right for service
members,” said Dunn. “He
recognizes that to be the
best organization, it re-
quires leaders who speak
up and challenge the sta-
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Maine Army National Guard’s William Dionne promoted

The Maine Army National Guard’s Honor Guard marches
offstage after posting the colors during Brig. Gen William
Dionne’s promotion ceremony at Camp Chamberlain in Au-

gusta, Maine on Nov. 2, 2024.

tus quo. He is not afraid
to speak the truth and has
helped me learn many les-
sons over the last 20 plus
years. His persistence and
resilience are unmatched.”

Dionne, a native of
Amesbury, Massachusetts,
has served in a multitude of
capacities in the MEARNG
since joining in 1989 while
enrolled at the University of
Maine. His robust resume
includes time as a Platoon

Leader in the Mountain
Company (B Company,
3rd Battalion, 172nd Infan-
try Regiment), instructor
at the Officer Candidate
School, Commander of the
Mountain Company, and
Commander of the 1136th
Transportation Company —
where he deployed with the
unit to Iraq from April 2003
to April 2004.

He also deployed to
Afghanistan in 2008 with

k|

Brig. Gen. William Dionne’s family bows their heads during
the chaplain’s invocation at Dionne’s promotion ceremony
at Camp Chamberlain in Augusta, Maine on Nov. 2, 2024.

the 286th Combat sustain-
ment Support Battalion as
the units’ Operations Offi-
cer, before joining the 52nd
Troop Command, where
he was instrumental in es-
tablishing New England’s
Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, and high-
yield Explosive Enhanced
Response Force Package
(CERFP) — a unit com-
prised of soldiers and air-
men from Maine, Rhode Is-

land, and New Hampshire.

In 2012, Dionne be-
came commander of the
521st Troop Command,
followed by a stint as the
Operations Officer for the
52nd Troop Command un-
til he was selected for a US
Army War College fellow-
ship. Upon returning from
War College, he served as
the Deputy Commander of
the 52nd Troop Command
prior to assuming com-

mand of the unit in 2019.

In September 2022,
Dionne was assigned to
his current full-time role
as the Construction and
Facilities Management Of-
ficer.

Dionne, in his thank
you speech, used humor
and humility to acknowl-
edge all the people who
helped him reach this point
in his career.

“When you’re in the
guard, you really have
three families. There’s the
one you’re born with that
turns you into who you
are...there’s the one that
you choose when you get
married...and then there’s
you all,” said Dionne. “And
you’re really stuck with me
now,” he joked.

Dionne will assume
duties as the MEARNG’s
Land Component Com-
mander in December, when
Brig. Gen. Dean Preston
retires following over 34
years of service to Maine
and the nation.

Maine Justice Foundation presents 2024 annual awards

The Maine Justice
Foundation has established
three prestigious annual
awards to recognize indi-
viduals who have demon-
strated exceptional ded-

ication, innovation, and
impact in advancing access
to justice.

Howard H. Dana, Jr.
Award | Senator Anne Car-
ney

The Howard H. Dana,
Jr. Award honors individu-

als who have made signif-
icant contributions to ad-
vancing access to justice.
The Maine Justice Founda-
tion presents the Howard
H. Dana, Jr. award annual-
ly to a lawyer to recognize
significant  contributions
toward enhancing access
to civil legal assistance
and outstanding service
in the advancement of the
Foundation’s goals. This
year, the Board of Direc-

tors unanimously voted to
award the 2024 Howard H.
Dana, Jr. Award to Maine
State Senator Anne Car-
ney. Senator Carney was
nominated by Pine Tree
Legal Assistance, the Clin-
ical Programs at Maine
Law, the Immigrant Legal
Advocacy Project, Legal
Services for Maine Elders,
Maine Equal Justice, and
the Maine Volunteer Law-
yers Project. The nomina-
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tion shares that “Senator
Carney’s commitment to
enhancing civil legal assis-
tance for Maine residents
spans decades, beginning
well before her tenure in
the Maine Legislature and
continuing through her
current service.” On learn-
ing she was the recipient
of the 2024 Award, Sen-
ator Carney said, “Maine
has an incredible network
of legal services provid-
ers who make available
quality representation to
thousands of Mainers with
limited resources to protect
their rights to housing, ed-
ucation, public benefits,
and safety from acts of vi-
olence. I’ve been fortunate
to see this firsthand during
my time with Pine Tree
Legal Assistance and am
grateful to have a role en-
suring that this strong, ef-
fective network continues
to serve Mainers in need.”
New Lawyer Award |
Lisa Kay Rosenthal
Established by the
Foundation in 2010, the
New Lawyer Award is pre-

We install

stainless steel

liners

215-3557

Donate

sented annually to an out-
standing lawyer who has
been in practice for less
than ten years, exemplifies
the ideals of increasing ac-
cess to justice, makes out-
standing and recognized
pro bono service or other
contributions to the le-
gal profession and public
good, and demonstrates a
strong commitment to the
mission of the Foundation.
The Board of Directors of
the Maine Justice Foun-
dation unanimously voted
for Lisa Kay Rosenthal,
an attorney at Vafiades,
Brountas & Kominsky, to
be the recipient of the 2024
award. Lisa Kay Rosenthal
was nominated by Deirdre
Smith, Executive Direc-
tor of Volunteer Lawyers
Project, and the staff of the
Volunteer Lawyers Project
in recognition of her work
in VLP’s Bangor office.
Deirdre Smith shared in
her nomination, “Lisa has
accepted a number of re-
ferrals from the Volunteer
Lawyers Project Bangor
office, mostly for probate

North Monmouth _'E
Jasonhodsdonmasonry@gmail.com

and estate matters. Her
work with VLP started
when she was a law stu-
dent in the Cumberland
Legal Aid Clinic, when
she was the lead drafter of
a comprehensive Guide to
Kinship Care and Minor
Guardianship in Maine,
which is available online
and through probate courts
around the state.” Lisa Kay
Rosenthal’s  exceptional
dedication to increasing ac-
cess to justice, outstanding
pro bono contributions, and
unwavering commitment
to the legal profession and
public good exemplifies
the ideals of the New Law-
yer Award. Lisa shared, “I
am honored to be the re-
cipient of the New Lawyer
Award and am committed
to increasing access to jus-
tice for low-income and ru-
ral Mainers, a commitment
that began under Deirdre
Smith’s mentorship during
law school. Estate plan-
ning documents are im-
portant regardless of your
economic status to, for ex-
ample, designate guardians
for minor children, plan for
your loved one to inherit
your estate if you have an
unregistered domestic part-
ner, provide a home for be-
loved pets after your pass-
ing, and designate an agent
to manage your financial
and health affairs if you be-
come incapacitated. It is a
privilege to sit with some-
one and discuss their lega-
cy, no matter the economic
value of their estate. Ev-
eryone deserves that digni-
ty, and I am grateful to the
Volunteer Lawyers Proj-
ect and the Maine Justice
Foundation for facilitating
pro bono opportunities in
estate planning and pro-
bate matters, and to my law

See Awards, page 12
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BOSTON, MA -
The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA)
announced $3.6 billion
in new funding under the
Biden-Harris ~ Adminis-
tration’s Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law to upgrade
water infrastructure and
keep communities safe.
Combined with $2.6 bil-
lion announced earlier this
month, this $6.2 billion
in investments for Fiscal
Year 2025 will help com-
munities across the coun-
try upgrade water infra-
structure that is essential
to safely managing waste-
water, protecting local
freshwater resources, and
delivering safe drinking
water to homes, schools,
and businesses.

These Bipartisan In-
frastructure Law funds
will flow through the Clean
Water and Drinking Water
State Revolving Funds
(CWSRF and DWSREF),
a long-standing feder-
al-state water investment
partnership. This multibil-
lion-dollar investment will
fund state-run, low-interest
loan programs that address
key challenges in financ-
ing water infrastructure.
Today’s  announcement
includes allotments for

Bipartisan  Infrastructure
Law Clean Water Gen-
eral Supplemental funds
for Maine ($19,262,000),
Emerging  Contaminant
funds ($1,663,000), and
$7,640,000 under the
Drinking Water Emerging
Contaminant Fund.

This funding is part
of a five-year, $50 billion
investment in water in-
frastructure through the
Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law — the largest invest-
ment in water infrastruc-
ture in American history.
To ensure investments
reach communities that
need them the most, the
Bipartisan  Infrastructure
Law mandates that a ma-
jority of the funding an-
nounced today must be
provided to disadvantaged
communities in the form
of grants or loans that do
not have to be repaid.

“Water keeps us
healthy, sustains vibrant
communities and  dy-
namic ecosystems, and
supports economic  op-
portunity. When our wa-
ter infrastructure fails, it
threatens people’s health,
peace of mind, and the
environment,” said EPA
Administrator Michael S.
Regan. “With the Bipar-

tisan Infrastructure Law’s
historic investment in wa-
ter, EPA is working with
states and local partners to
upgrade infrastructure and
address local challenges—
from lead in drinking wa-
ter, to PFAS, to water main
breaks, to sewer overflows
and climate resilience.
Together, we are creating
good-paying jobs while
ensuring that all people
can rely on clean and safe
water.”

“Clean, reliable wa-
ter is at the heart of every
thriving community. Yet
too many communities—
especially those overbur-
dened by pollution or left
behind by past invest-
ments—face  challenges
accessing the resources
they need to upgrade water
infrastructure,” said EPA
Regional ~ Administrator
David W. Cash. “Thanks to
the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration, we are delivering
transformative  funding
to support local solutions
to water issues, from fix-
ing aging infrastructure
to addressing emerging
contaminants like PFAS.
These investments don’t
just protect public health
and reduce pollution in
waterways; they also cre-

ate good-paying jobs and
help communities become
more resilient for the fu-
ture.”

“Ensuring access to
clean, safe drinking water
is one of the most funda-

mental responsibilities
we have to our commu-
nities. This significant

investment of over $28
million in Maine’s water
infrastructure through the
Bipartisan  Infrastructure
Law will help protect pub-
lic health, improve water
quality, and provide lasting
benefits for generations to
come,” said U.S. Repre-
sentative Chellie Pingree.
“Importantly, this funding
will help address emerging
contaminants like PFAS,
ensuring our communities
are protected from harm-
ful chemicals that threaten
both our health and en-
vironment. I’'m proud to
support this historic leg-
islation and the tangible
improvements it continues
to bring to our state, espe-
cially in our most vulnera-
ble communities.”

EPA is changing the
odds for communities that
have faced barriers to plan-
ning and accessing federal
funding through its Water
Technical Assistance pro-

Thursday, November 14,2024

Investing in America supports Maine water infrastructure

gram, which helps dis-
advantaged communities
identify water challeng-
es, develop infrastructure
upgrade plans, and apply
for funding. Communities
seeking Water Technical
Assistance can request
support by completing the
WaterTA request form.
These efforts also advance
the Biden-Harris Adminis-
tration’s Justice40 Initia-
tive, which sets the goal
that 40% of the overall
benefits of certain Federal
investments flow to dis-
advantaged communities
that are marginalized by
underinvestment and over-
burdened by pollution.

To read stories about
how unprecedented in-
vestments in water from
the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law are transforming
communities across the
country, visit EPA’s In-
vesting in America’s Water
Infrastructure  Storymap.
To read more about addi-
tional projects, see EPA’s
recently released Quarter-
ly Report on Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law Funded
Clean Water and Drinking
Water SRF projects.

For more informa-
tion, including the state-
by-state allocation of 2025

funding and a breakdown
of EPA SRF funding avail-
able under the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, please
visit the Clean Water State
Revolving Fund website
and Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund website.
Additionally, the SRF
Public Portal allows users
to access data from both
the Drinking Water and
Clean Water SRF pro-
grams through interactive
reports, dashboards, and
maps.

The State Revolv-
ing Fund (SRF) programs
have been the foundation
of water infrastructure in-
vestments for more than
30 years, providing low-
cost financing for local
projects across America.
SRF programs are critical-
ly important programs for
investing in the nation’s
water infrastructure. They
are designed to generate
significant and sustainable
water quality and public
health benefits across the
country. Their impact is
amplified by the growth
inherent in a revolving
loan structure, in which
payments of principal and
interest on loans become
available to address future
needs.

Awards
Continued from page 10

firm, VBK, for fostering a
firm culture that encourag-
es pro bono service across
all legal disciplines.”

Downing Award |
Chet Randall

Created by the fami-
ly of Thomas P. Downing,

Jr. after his death in No-
vember 1985, the Downing
Award recognizes legal aid
staff dedicated to access
to justice for wvulnerable
and low-income Mainers.
Tom was one of the first
attorneys to work at Pine
Tree Legal Assistance. In
recognition of his tireless
service to Mainers in need

o,
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Por
Jay's

Lawn & Garden

207-713-6090
Delivery Available

Also offering
residential & commercial
lawn mowing services

of legal assistance for al-
most three decades, the
Board of Directors of the
Maine Justice Foundation
unanimously voted for
Chet Randall to receive
the 2024 Downing Award.
Chet was nominated by
Tom Fritzsche, Executive
Director on behalf of Pine
Tree Legal Assistance in
recognition of his incredi-
ble dedication to access to
justice for vulnerable and
low-income Mainers. The
nomination shares: “Chet
has spent over twenty-one
of his 28 years in public in-
terest law working at Pine
Tree Legal Assistance. He
has served in numerous
roles at Pine Tree and has
always been willing to
do whatever the organi-
zation needed to keep up

1294 Sabattus Street

Lewiston

Loading Hours:
M-Th by appointment
Fri-8 amto 5 pm
Sat-8amto 2 pm
Sun - 8 am to Noon

the effort for equal access
to justice across Maine.”
Chet’s tireless dedication
to justice, leadership, and
advocacy over his twen-
ty-one years at Pine Tree
Legal Assistance, and
nearly thirty-year legal ca-
reer has rightfully earned
him the 2024 Downing
Award from the Maine Jus-
tice Foundation. On learn-
ing he was the recipient of
the 2024 award Chet said,
“It has been a privilege
and honor for me to use
the bulk of my career to
serve low-income Main-
ers who struggle daily to
live safe and healthy lives
in our communities. From
a fairly young age, I felt a
calling to get a legal degree
and use it to assist people
with low incomes, and that
are left vulnerable by their
economic circumstances.

My work at Pine Tree Le-
gal Assistance has allowed
me to answer that calling
by working every day to

ensure that laws intended
to protect everyone are ac-
tually accessible by every-
one — including vulnerable
and poor people in Maine.
I know that access to jus-
tice is a mission shared by
every person at Pine Tree
Legal Assistance and the
greater legal services com-
munity. I am both humbled
and deeply honored to re-
ceive the Downing Award.
It is deeply meaningful to
me to have my life’s work
recognized in this way.”
The Maine Justice
Foundation is proud to
honor these remarkable
individuals whose com-
mitment and achievements
in advancing access to
justice resonate through-
out Maine’s communities.
Senator Anne Carney, Lisa
Kay Rosenthal, and Chet
Randall exemplify the ded-
ication, compassion, and
tireless advocacy essen-
tial to creating a more just
and equitable legal land-

scape for all Mainers. “It
is a humbling privilege to
witness the selfless gener-
osity of these legal heroes.
Through their leadership,
service, and steadfast pur-
suit of justice, they contin-
ue to strengthen our justice
system for those most in
need, and by doing so, en-
sure that bedrock principle
of ‘justice for all’ rings
true. The Foundation cel-
ebrates their achievements
and contributions, which
reflect the enduring values
of fairness and justice for
all Maine people,” states
Michelle Draeger, Execu-
tive Director of the Maine
Justice Foundation.

The Maine Justice
Foundation, founded in
1983 as the Maine Bar
Foundation, is the state’s
leading funder of civil le-
gal aid and is committed to
ensuring access to justice
for all Maine people. Find
us online at www.justice-
maine.org.
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Thursdays
LEWISTON -- Baby
Sensory Playtime in the
Lewiston Public Library’s
Children’s Department
every Thursday morning
from 10am to 12pm.
Drop-in and join us
for Baby Sensory Playtime!
Babies and their caregivers
will have the opportunity
to interact with a variety of
sensory toys and socialize
with other families with
young children. Playtime
with sensory toys contrib-
utes to a baby’s cognitive
development, fine motor
skills, social and emotion-
al development, creativity,
and language development.
Recommended
for babies ages birth-18
months and their caregiv-
ers. Siblings are always
welcome. This program is
free, open to the public and
no registration is required.
Nov 14
AUBURN - The Au-
burn Public Library will
host Write ME: An Epis-
tolary Poetry Project to be
taking place on Thursday,
November 14,2024 at 3:30
to 5:30 PM.
Nov 15 — Dec 15
LEWISTON — Open-
ing November 15th and
closing December 15th is
an exciting exhibition of
painter Robert Shetterly’s
Americans Who Tell the
Truth portraits at the Bates
Mill Atrium on 35 Canal
Street in Lewiston, Maine.
Nov 16
SABATTUS -- Our

Calendar

Send your submissions to the Editor. More online.

Lady of the Rosary Christ-
mas Craft Fair at 131 High
st. in Sabattus is running
9-3 on Saturday, Novem-
ber 16th. 28 wvendors,
raffles, and a bake sale,
come enjoy this small town
Christmas Fair charm!
Nov 16
LEWISTON -- The
Ladies of Mu Chapter of
Delta Kappa Gamma Inter-
national is bringing back
their annual Teddy Bear
Fair on November 16 from
9:00 to 2:00 at the Lewis-
ton High School gym.
Nov 17
BAR MILLS -- Bella,
An Immigrant’s Tale, a one
woman show at Saco River
Theatre, 29 Salmon Falls
Road, Bar Mills, ME, Sun-
day, November 17 at 2:30
PM. Tickets: $15 Gen-
eral Admission at www.
sacorivertheate.org.
Nov 20
BAR MILLS --
Glenn Miller Orchestra, at
Saco River Theatre, 29
Salmon Falls Road, Bar
Mills, ME, Wednesday,
November 20 at 7:30 pm.
Tickets: $15 General Ad-
mission at www.sacoriver-
theatre.org.
Nov 21
NEW  GLOUCES-
TER - Join us for our
upcoming artist event se-

ries hosted by Unity En-
vironmental University on
Pineland Campus. These
events are free and open to
the public. We would love
to list our events on your
calendar.

Artists we’ll be host-
ing: Simon van der Ven,
Hilary TIrons, Ebenezer
Akapo, Elaine Ng, Andy
Rosen, and Ben Potter.

Our first  event,
Watching the Periphery
with Simon van der Ven
will be held on November
21st at 5:00pm in Freeport
Hall, 70 Farm View Dr
Suite 200, New Gloucester,
ME 04260.

Nov 23

AUBURN -- Christ-
mas by the Lake Fair at
St. Philip Church. It’s the
50th Anniversary of the
fair, known for its amaz-
ing Christmas handmade
wreaths, and numerous
booths to find wonderful
gifts for your family at
Christmas. We will have
several amazing raffles,
with the biggest being
a 657 LG TV valued at
$750! This year we will
be accepting credit & debit
cards.

Nov 23

BRUNSWICK -- The
2024-25 UUCB Concerts
for a Cause Series season

back to her.

ever go back,” she says.

“It means so much to be able to give them positive
experiences, a sense of control, and a sense of
connection that otherwise would be lost,” Amy says.

It's been nearly a decade since she moved into this field,
and left her long-time waitressing job. “I don’t think I'd

When Amy talks about her work, supportlng individuals who
are aging at home and living with disabilities, she doesn’t talk
about what her job takes, but instead about all that it gives

“It’s just so fulfilling,” Amy says. “There are so many things that we take for granted that
mean so much for other people to do. It makes you so thankful for what we have. And my
relationships with them make my heart so much bigger”

Amy supports her clients with activities of daily living. That can entail a wide variety of tasks on
a daily basis. Some days that may mean helping a client get out of bed and get dressed, water
her plants, or prepare her favorite sandwich for lunch. Often it means supporting her client
with managing routine errands like trips to the grocery, that create opportunities to connect
with familiar people and places. Amy is so grateful to give her clients — and their families — the
peace of mind to live independently at home.

Discovering a
Rewarding Career
Helping Mainers
Age in Place

Careers with Purpose

J&

Connecting lives, advancing community

“There’s just such a huge
need for good people

who really care.”

Amy is one of a growing number of Mainers who has discovered rewarding work in the field

of Direct Support, ensuring that adults with age-related, physical, behavioral, intellectual, and
cognitive health needs have the support they need to stay safe and independent in their homes
and communities, and empowered to achieve their personal goals.

There are a multitude full-time, part-time, or per-diem positions available, which offer the
flexibility to juggle work with family responsibilities. Paid training opportunities are widely
available, and easy to complete. Many positions do not require advanced degrees.

Amy loves being able to work close to home, so she doesn’t have to worry about the costs or

hassle of a commute. “To be able to work locally, near home has made me so much closer
with my entire community,” she says. She encourages anyone interested in making a change
to consider a position in Direct Support.

“There’s just a huge, huge need,” she says, “for good people, who really care.”

To learn more about full-time, part-time, and per-diem opportunities
in your community, go to Mainecareerswithpurpose.org.
Follow @MaineCareerswithPurpose on Facebook and Instagram.

will include folk, jazz,
blues, celtic, and choral
singing for justice. This
season’s charities receiving
100% of the profits from
the concert are Brunswick
Area Teen Center and
Maine Family Planning.
For further details about
the concerts, go to https://
www.uubrunswick.org/
events/.

Novel Jazz Septet -
Sat, Nov 23, 2024 at 7:30
pm. Doors open 7:00 pm.

Novel Jazz Septet,
one of Maine’s premiere
jazz groups, is now in their
20th year of keeping the
musical legacy of Duke
Ellington and Billy Stray-
horn alive and swinging.
The band embarked on a
project to go through the
massive archives at the
Smithsonian Museum of
American History as well
as the Strayhorn Collection
at the Library of Congress.
finding compositions by
Ellington and Strayhorn,
transcribing some less-
er-known gems for the
band and reinterpreting
them with a 21st century
sound.

Tickets are $20 in
advance, $25 at the door,
and $10 for students/chil-
dren and will be available
at the church office, Gulf
of Maine Books, or online
at ticketstripe.com/novel-
jazz7.

Nov 23

LEWISTON -- Vis-
it with Daniel Tiger at the
Lewiston Public Library
on Saturday, November
23rd at 1lam in Callahan
Hall! This event is in part-
nership with Maine Public
Radio and PBS Kids.

Daniel is so excited
to visit the Lewiston Pub-
lic Library for an hour of
creativity, book giveaways
and literacy. Join us for sto-
rytime fun with children’s
author Chris Van Du-
sen and playtime making
masks. Daniel is certain he
is going to have a Grriffic
time and can’t wait to meet
and take a photo with you!
Don’t forget your FREE
ticket to the event at the
link below.

This event is free
and open to the public.
Registration required on
Eventbrite: https:/tinyurl.

com/2w47jfpw
Nov 24
BUXTON -- Free
Christmas Concert with

the Westbrook City Band.
Family friendly event fea-
turing seasonal favorites
and a sing-along. Sunday,
November 24, 2024, 2:00
PM at North Congregation-
al Church, 22 Church Hill
Rd., Buxton, ME 04093
Dec 13
LEWISTON - At
10am the Lewiston Public
Library Children’s Depart-
ment will be offering the
program Little Keepsakes:
Height Ribbons. Caregiv-
ers will be able to measure
their young children and
cut a ribbon to each child’s
height and place it in a
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clear plastic bauble to fin-
ish the keepsake.

Free. No registration
required. Recommended
for caregivers and their
children ages 0- 6 years
old. Siblings are also wel-
come to attend and partic-
ipate.

Dec 23

LEWISTON -- Join
us at the Lewiston Public
Library at noon to cele-
brate the holiday season!
Come and make your own
snowflake for decoration
or as an ornament. Create a
unique snowflake for your-
self or as a gift. All mate-
rials are provided. Free. In
person. Recommended for
children ages 5 — 13 years
old and siblings welcome.

Dec 24, 31

LEWISTON - From
11:15am to 12:00pm at the
Lewiston Public Library,
enjoy an interactive sto-
rytime for some fun with
books, songs, and body
movement while building
early literacy skills.

Recommended  for
children ages 3 — 5 years
old and their caregiv-
ers. Siblings are always
welcome. Please stay home
if you or your child are sick
and not feeling well. This
program is free, open to the
public, and no registration
is required.

Jan 11

BRUNSWICK -- The
2024-25 UUCB Concerts
for a Cause Series season
will include folk, jazz,
blues, celtic, and choral
singing for justice. This
season’s charities receiving
100% of the profits from
the concert are Brunswick
Area Teen Center and
Maine Family Planning.
For further details about
the concerts, go to https://
www.uubrunswick.org/
events/.

David Mallett - Sat,
January 11, 2025 at 7:30
pm. Doors open 7:00 pm.

Maine’s own sing-
er-songwriter David Mallet
is one of America’s true
troubadours. In a career
that spans four decades,
David Mallett has record-
ed 17 albums and has per-
formed in clubs, concert
halls and festivals across
the US, Canada and Eu-
rope. He has appeared on
numerous broadcasts, in-
cluding National Public
Radio’s A Prairie Home
Companion. Known for
his carefully written, po-
etic offerings, his body of
work has provided ma-

terial for more than 150
artists , including Alison
Krauss, Pete Seeger, Hal
Ketchum, Emmylou Har-
ris, John Denver and even
the Muppets, and his “Gar-
den Song” has become an
American folk classic.
Tickets: $25 in ad-
vance, $30 at the door, $10
Students/Children. Avail-
able at the church office,
Gulf of Maine Books, or
online at https://ticket-
stripe.com/pousette.

Revaluation

Continued from page 1
assessed value to sale pric-
es has continued to drop
and appraisal standards
are not being met. “We are
at the point where a full
revaluation is needed to
maintain fair and equita-
ble assessments and insure
each taxpayer is paying
their fair share of the tax
burden,” said Scammon.
Auburn has made mar-
ket adjustments each year
since 2022 in an effort to
maintain a declared ratio
of 93%. Due to these mar-
ket adjustments, the mil
rate was reduced by $1.07
in 2022, remained flat for
tax year 2023, and dropped
$.50 for the current tax
year. Market adjustments
may continue to be made
until the revaluation values
are implemented.

“Upon completion of
the revaluation, we antici-
pate a substantial increase
in the overall city valu-
ation, which in turn will
likely cause the mil rate
to decrease,” added Scam-
mon. “Will taxpayers see
an increase in their taxes
following implementation
of the new values? That
question depends on sev-
eral factors, such as the
budget, the current value
of a property, the new val-
ue of a property, and where
the mil rate ends up. The
prediction is that some tax-
payers will see an increase
in taxes, some will see a
minimal change in taxes,
and it is possible for some
taxpayers to see a decrease
in taxes.”

Property owners will
be sent valuation notices
before the values are set
and will have the oppor-
tunity to discuss the new
value.

Taxpayers with
questions concerning the
revaluation process are
encouraged to contact the
Assessing Department at
207-333-6600.
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BUSINESS
FOR SALE

Turnkey Screenprint
Business

17 years successful ap-
parel and design compa-
ny available to the right
people. Plenty of current
accounts and still going.
All equipment and stock
included. 2000 square foot
open shop for potential
lease agreement. Call to
discuss (207) 576-3210.

CAMPER
FOR SALE

Keystone campfire edition
travel trailer. New June
2018. 29.8 feet. Less than
500 miles on it. 12 foot
slide out, large refrigerator,
leather couch. Two gray
water tanks, large closets,
over $9000 extras. AC/
furnace. Paid $34,000 new.
Must sell. Asking $21,000.
207-310-0212.

Keystone Sprinter 5th
Wheel. 2018, 31 feet,
2 super slides, large
refrigerator, like new - hardly
used. Full winter cover,
super glide included. Asking
$25,500 - please call 207-
754-2165

CLEANERS

CC Island Cleaning
Company. Seasonal, Air
B&B, homes. Cleaning
with care. Call for a
quote. Denise (207) 420-
4952,

CLEANING

NORTHERN SUPREME
CLEANING. Junk removal
* Yard cleanup. Everything
& anything! Residential
& Commercial Our
team ensures spotless,
refreshed spaces with
eco-friendly practices
and competitive pricing.
*Trust us for a superior
cleaning experience!”
Call (207) 595-6347 or
email Northernsupreme
cleaning@gmail.com

Commercial Office
Cleaning. 1st Choice
Floor Care & Building
Maintenance. Commercial
cleaning company with 25+
years experience and fully
insured. 1 day a week or
more we can do it all. Call,
email or text. (207) 956-
3114 stephen@1stcoice
floorcare.com
www. 1stchoicefloorcare.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
$25 PER WEEK

FOR SALE

All-in-one Dell printer and
fax machine. $495. Call
783-8327.

Wood boiler — Must go!
$2,500. Alternate heating
carbon steel wood boil-
er. Purchased in 1996 for
$6,800. New door seal,
bricks, blanket, and sili-
cone card bead. Includes
cycle timer and plumb fit-
tings. 1,400#. Model E100
wood gun. Can be lifted di-
rectly into your trailer.

HOUSE KEEPING

Housekeeping/ House
Arranging small items
to aid in mobility. Small
jobs/spring cleaning and
removal of unwanted items.
Scheduled regularly and
ongoing. (207) 705-7989

LIVE & CODE
IN MAINE

Maine cybersecurity start-
up seeks local software
engineer

Defendify is looking for a
senior full stack engineer to
join full-time. Small team/
big results. Fun + flexible
+ always interesting. Come
build our award-winning,
all-in-one  cybersecurity
platform. Position informa-
tion and to apply: www.de-
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Send payment with completed form to our bookkeeping office:
89 Union Street, Suite 1014 Auburn, ME 04210 or email it to us!

fendify.com/careers.

PAINTING

Interiors and Exteriors. 23
years full time, references
upon request, seniors and
veterans discount on labor,
free estimates. Call for on
site review of your project
with advice on what you
have now and the best
way to proceed. Call 207-
786-9849

SENIOR TRIPS

If interested in any of the
following trips or upcom-
ing trips, please contact
Claire Bilodeau at 784-
0302 or Cindy Boyd at
345-9569. If we are not
available, please leave a
message and we will call
you as soon as we can.

MAY 29 - JUNE 4, 2025
- WASHINGTON, D.C.
- NATION’S CAPITAL -
Trip includes 7 days and
6 nights lodging, 6 break-
fasts and 4 dinners. A
guided tour of Washing-
ton, D.C. which includes
the US Capitol, the White
House, the National Ar-
chives, Embassy Row
and Georgetown. We will
also visit the Washington
Monument, Lincoln Me-
morial, the Martin Luther
King, Jr. National Memo-
rial. We will also have a

1 Visa

guided evening tour of all
the Memorials. We will
have a Guided Tram Tour
of inspirational sights
such as Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery, Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, Ken-
nedy Graves and the lwo
Jima Memorial.

We will visit the Smith-
sonian Museum and the
Museum of the Bible
which contains some of
the oldest and most im-
portant biblical artifacts
in human history. On our
way home we will stop
and enjoy the National
Harbor which is a unique
waterfront  wonderland
of shopping, dining and
more. A $75.00 deposit
is due when signing up
for this trip. The price
is $985.00 per person
double occupancy. Add
$305.00 for single occu-
pancy. Final paymentis
due 3/22/25.

SEPTEMBER 11-19,
2025 - BLUEGRASS
COUNTRY & THE
SMOKY MOUNTAINS -
Price includes round trip
air from Logan Interna-
tional Airport, hotel trans-
fers, and all transporta-
tion while on tour, 9 days,
and 13 meals.

Highlights of this tour are
Louisville and Lexington,
Kentucky  — Churchill
Downs, Kentucky Der-
by Museum, Louisville

Slugger Museum, Buffalo
Trace Bourbon Distillery,
Lexington Horse Farm.
Gatlinburg,  Tennessee
— Dolly Parton’s Smoky
Mountain Theme Park,
Guided tour of the Great
Smokey Mountain Na-
tional Park (UNESCO),
Cherokee, Old Smoky
Moonshine Distillery.
Asheville, North Carolina
— Blue Ridge Mountains,
tour of the Biltmore Es-
tates Mansion and mani-
cured grounds.

Deposit for this trip is
$698.00 per person and
due by March 11, 2025.
Early bookings save
$100.00 per person. For
more information on
pricing call Claire.

OCTOBER 6 - 10, 2025
— ATLANTIC CITY,
CAPE MAY, & PHILA-
DELPHIA - Trip includes
5 days and 4 nights lodg-
ing, 4 breakfasts and 4
dinners and a free casino
bonus for those who want
to gamble.

Guided tour of Philadel-
phia including Liberty
Bell, Independence Hall,
Betsy Ross House, the
Federal Reserve and
Mint. Then off to Cape
May with a Trolley Tour of
the Victorian Mansions of
Cape May and a walking
tour of a historic Victori-
an Home. We travel to
Cape May Point and the

25
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famous Cape May Light-
house. Our next day is a
free day in Atlantic City to
do as you please. Take in
a show, do some gaming
or just stroll down Atlan-
tic City’'s Famous Board-
walk. A $75.00 deposit
per person is due upon
signing up. The price
for this trip is $849.00
per person double oc-
cupancy. Add $210.00
for single occupancy.
Final Payment is due
7/30/25.

NOVEMBER 16-26, 2025
— CLASSICAL GREECE
- Price includes round
trip air from Logan In-
ternational Airport, hotel
transfers and all transpor-
tation while on tour. Trip
also includes 16 meals (9
breakfasts, 1 luncheon,
and 6 dinners).

Highlights of this tour are
Athens, the Acropolis and
Parthenon, Delphi, Olym-
pia and Ancient Mycenae.
You will visit a Greek
Farm, have a Cooking
Class, Greek Dance
Class, and visit two re-
mote monasteries. We
will also have a tasting of
local wines, olive oil and
sweets.

If you are interested in
any of these trips or
for more information,
please contact Claire
at 784-0302 or Cindy at
345-9569.
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Auburn area Scouts attend Fall Camporee in Belgrade

BELGRADE, ME
- Imagine playing your fa-
vorite board games all day.
Further imagine that the
games are larger than life
and you play them outside
at Camp Bomazeen in Bel-
grade during a spectacular
Autumn weekend when
the peak foliage reflects
magically on the ripples
of Great Pond. More than
a hundred Scouts and lead-
ers from across southern
and western Maine didn’t
have to imagine as they ex-
perienced all that and more
during the Fall Camporee
on the weekend of October
18-120.

“I love it all,” said
Elliot Rafuse is a Scout
in Vassalboro Troop 410.
“Camping out was amaz-
ing but cold but also fun.
I am looking forward to
playing Manhunt tonight.”
Scouts stayed in patrols
and travelled around camp
competing in some tradi-

tional Scout camp activi-
ties such as outdoor cook-
ing and BB gun shooting
but also at activity stations
designed to fit with the
theme of the camporee:
“Got Game?” One station
was Scout Jeopardy and
the next was an epic size
game of Battleship and
then it was off to “Deal or
No Deal.” Eric Handley of
Sidney ran the Battleship
game. Two picnic tables
were separated by a blue
tarp. Scouts on both sides
of the tarp had a large
board with cups represent-
ing their battleships on an
11X11 grid. “Everyone
seemed to have a really
good time,” Handley said.

Lilly Small of Bow-
doinham is a member of
Troop 648 in Brunswick.
Lilly is a First-Class Scout.
“I love Camp Bomazeen.
It is so open and there is
always so much to do,”
she said.

{

Vassalboro Pack 410 Bear
Cub Scouts Lux Reynolds
gets rolled into the ring of
the Hungry, Hungry Hippos
game by Troop 410 Commit-
tee Member Chris Vincent.
Like in the real game, Lux
had to collect as many balls
as possible with his clothes
basket before the other three
contestants scooped them
up and rolled back to home
with them.

Finlay Woodbury of
Rockport is a new Scout in
Troop 200 in Camden. “It
was a little cold to camp
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Corbin Foster of Turner is
a member of Auburn Troop
111 and he got to spend time
with camporee mascot Bilbo
who was dressed as Wood-
stock from the Peanuts.
On Saturday, many Scouts
chose to dress up in Hallow-
een costumes as they made
their way from one activity
station to the next.

out but it has been a lot
of fun. I had fun playing
Jump Tag.”

Sirus Ricker is a
member of Troop 546 in
Farmington. He lives in

ing overnight in tents Friday and Saturday night when the
temperatures dipped to close to freezing and then rose to
nearly 70 degrees on Saturday but all of the Scouts were all
smiles for the fun event.

Livermore. He enjoyed
making a baked apple and
all of the games.

Scouts who stayed
overnight with their Troop
also took part in a Gateway
building competition and
the Next Level Chef Com-
petition. There was also a

costume competition.

The Lego Pinewood
Derby was held at Camp
Bomazeen on November 2
and this winter the Scouts
will be heading to Lake
Pemaquid for the Klond-
ike Derby hosted by Troop
213 in Damariscotta.

UMA
Continued from page 9

panding our Lewiston Cen-
ter dental clinic allows us
to help more people have
rewarding careers in dental
health and meet communi-
ty needs, which will posi-
tively impact Maine and
its economy for decades to
come.”

The expanded space
in Lewiston complements
the dental education facil-
ities at the UMA Bangor

campus. Together, the two
locations can accommo-
date 30 dental assisting
students and 30 EFDA stu-
dents per academic year.
Educating and training 60
allied dental professionals
for the workforce here in
Maine per year will make
a significant impact on the
overall workforce shortag-
es.

“Transforming lives
is ingrained in our mission
at UMA, and we see that in

JOIN US FOR

our dental education pro-
gram through student ca-
reer success and the impact
we have on improving ac-
cess to dental care,” shares
UMA Assistant Professor
of Dental Health Courtney
Noonan. “As part of their
training, our dental assist-
ing students receive hands-
on clinical experiences,
including at university-run
dental clinics in Bangor
and Lewiston where they
provide free and low-cost

preventative and basic
restorative services to el-
igible Mainers including
low-income children, vet-
erans and members of the
Maine National Guard.”
The programs have
met with tremendous suc-
cess. Provost Szakas pro-
vided statistics. “UMA is
the state’s leading provid-
er of practice-ready allied
dental health professionals
with 100% job placement
rate for its graduates—95%

of whom stay in the state.”

Through its Lewiston
Center and Bangor cam-
pus, UMA, which is part
of the University of Maine
System, offers associate
and bachelor’s degree pro-
grams in dental hygiene,
certificate and associate
degree programs in dental
assisting, and a micro-cer-
tificate in expanded func-
tion dental assisting.

The grant from
Northeast Delta Dental will

GORHAM HOUSE
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50 NEW PORTLAND RD. | GORHAM, ME 04038

BAKED WITH GRATITUDE. FILLED WITH COMMUNITY.

You’re invited to experience the warmth and
heartfelt hospitality of our senior living community
firsthand during our annual Thankful Thursdays. Take
home a fresh-baked pie when you tour with us on
Thursdays in November and discover the sweetest
part of our community: the spirit of togetherness
and belonging that thrives all year round.

We’d be thankful if you would RSVP to reserve your personal tour and pie!

RSVP AT SLCTHANKFULTHURSDAYS.COM

OR CALL

-3937

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Memory Care

SCAN TO RSVP

SENIOR
LIFESTYLE

yourlife, your style

also support scholarships
for students enrolling in
UMA’s dental assisting and
expanded function dental
assisting programs.

The next cohorts for
UMA’s dental assisting
programs begin in January
2025 and applications are
currently being accepted.
For more information on
the dental assisting and
EFDA programs, contact
Lynett Kelly at 207-262-
7805.
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