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Shelly Thelen, Church Relations Coordlnator for Operation
Christmas Child, and Rick Kottke, Aitkin, get ready to load the
filled boxes in the trailer. Ann Schwartz photos
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By ANN SCHWARTZ

Operation Christmas Child
(OCQ) is an annual charita-
ble initiative led by Samari-
tan’s Purse, an international
Christian organization. The
campaign involves people
packing shoeboxes with gifts
for children in need around
the world. These boxes are
then distributed to children
in over 100 countries, many
of whom are living in impov-
erished or difficult conditions
due to poverty, natural disas-
ters, or conflict.

The local area plays a part

email: hopper@crosbyironton.net
www.newshopper.net

in distributing Operation
Christmas Child shoeboxes to
children all across the world.
The boxes help to spread a
hopeful Christian message of
hope and love, as well as pro-
viding toys, school supplies
and personal care items for
impoverished children.

New Life Church in Aitkin
is a collection point in the
area. Organizers Rick and
Ardel Kottke say that they
collected over 870 boxes
from press time from 10 area
churches and five individ-
ual families. Churches are
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__ peratlon Chrlstmas Chlld spreads Good News and gifts

many denominations: Baptist,
Evangelical, Lutheran, Com-
munity, Alliance, Wesleyan
and more.

The journey of a box begins
in a home, Sunday school or
church group. A box is packed
full of toys, school supplies
and toiletry items.

Then, the boxes are brought
into the donor’s local church
and amassed there. Last week,
during collection week, some
churches, such as New Life,
serve as collection centers.
After churches bring boxes to

Continued on Page 2
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Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection.
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected

maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.
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: breakdowns when you need it the most. Stay warm and comfortable by addressing
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Presidential Serenity

+ FREE 10

Free Bundle with Purchase
of King or Queen Size Only.

Now is the perfect
time to prepare for
colder months

é ‘

5 Piece Dining Set
Regular Price
$1,098

BUSTER

Regular Price: $498

SALE
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2

97

t Today... Have It Today"
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371 FURNITURE
& MATTRESS

2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 « www.371furniture.com
Hours: Mon - Sat 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM & Sunday 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Locally Owned & Operated
16413 Highway 371
Brainerd, MN 56401

218-828-3020

Prices valid 11/15/24 - 12/5/24 *on in stock items
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Onamia Area Friends of the Library Director Margaret Willis
(right) accepts a $2,000 grant award from MLACF Chairper-
son Kelly LaBrosse.

The Mille Lacs Area Community Foundation (MLACF) is
pleased to announce $4,434 in grants to two deserving local
organizations that continue to make a significant impact in
the Mille Lacs Lake Watershed Area.

This year’s grant recipients are the Onamia Area Friends
of the Library and the Family Pathways Onamia Food Shelf,
both of which will use the funding to enhance their services
and better serve the local community.

Onamia Area Friends of the Library: $2,000 for energy effi-
ciency and service continuity

The Onamia Area Friends of the Library was awarded $2,000
for energy efficiency projects and service continuity at the
Onamia Depot Library. Founded in 2009 in the refurbished
Soo Line Railroad Depot, the Library is free and is open to
the public.

Onamia Area Friends of the Library Director Margaret Willis
is delighted to share that the grant will improve service to
the community. “They are the reason we exist,” said Willis.

If you're looking for a new book to read, Willis encourag-

NewsHopper™

es you to access the library’s online card catalog at https://
onamiaarealibrary.com/. In addition, the library offers com-
munity education events and a variety of services to people
of all ages.

And don't forget to mark your calendar for the Library’s
Bake, Book and Stuff sale. It takes place on Saturday, Dec.
7, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Onamia Area Library, 2004
Roosevelt Rd, Onamia. Spoiler Alert: Santa’s stopping in for
photo opportunities from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m
Family Pathways Onamia Food Shelf: $2,434 for refrigeration
upgrades

Family Pathways Onamia Food Shelf was awarded $2,434
for much needed upgrades to refrigeration equipment. Cur-
rently housed in a small building with an attached Thrift Store,
the Food Shelf is severely challenged for space and fresh
and frozen food storage. “This grant provides a beginning
to expansion and modernization of the Food Shelf’s service
to the community,” passionately explains Manager Meghan
Reed. For more info about the food shelf, visit http:/www.
familypathways.org/ .

A commitment to community vitality

MLACF Chairperson Kelly LaBrosse expressed her excite-
ment over this year’s grants and the positive changes they will
bring to the Mille Lacs area. “We are grateful for all the ways
our supporters enable us to make a meaningful difference in
the Mille Lacs Lake Watershed Area,” LaBrosse said. “Their
financial gifts and volunteerism allow us to fund projects that
focus on environmental stewardship, sustainable farming and
food programs, economic vitality, and community pride.”

Since its inception, the MLACF has awarded $15,244 in
grants to support a range of community initiatives. As a partner
fund of the Initiative Foundation, the MLACF continues to
help build vibrant communities in the region through grants,
donor services, and volunteer efforts.

For more information about the MLACF and its grant pro-
grams, or to make a donation, visit www.funds.ifound.org/
mlacf. If you're interested in serving on the MLACF Advisory
Board, contact Kelly LaBrosse at kalcansell@gmail.com or
call 320-469-0368.

www.NewsHopper.net

Mille Lacs Area Community Foundation awards $4,434 to local nonprofits
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The MLACF Advisory Board is a partner fund of the Initiative
Foundation and awards grants in the Mille Lacs Lake Watershed
Area. Created in 1986, the Initiative Foundation helps people
throughout Central Minnesota build a thriving economy,
vibrant communities and a lasting culture of generosity. The
Foundation serves the 14 counties of Central Minnesota, pro-
viding nonprofit grants, business loans, leadership training and
an array of donor services. It believes that local people have
the greatest sum of initiative, knowledge and relationships to
achieve a brighter future.
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MLACF Chairperson Kelly LaBrosse (left) awards $2,434 to
Family Pathways Onamia Food Shelf and Thrift Store Man-

ager Meghan Reed.
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Author Janet Kurtz

Join author Janet Kurtz at
the Brainerd Public Library
for a special talk about her
new book, The Heart of My
Soul: Tales of Five Genera-

tions at the Family Cabin on
Monday, Dec. 2 from noon
to 1:00 p.m. The event is free.
For more details, call the
library at 218-829-5574.

A Christmas Carol comes to Central Lakes College December 4-8

Experience the magic of
Charles Dickens” A Christ-
mas Carol as the
Central Lakes
College Per-
forming Arts
Center pres-
ents a bold
and inven-
tive retelling
of the holi-
day classic.
Performances at the Chalberg
Theatre, are on Wednesday -
Saturday, December 4-7 at 7

p.m. and Saturday - Sunday,
December 7-8 at 2 p.m.
“I'm so please we're
able to revisit this
production after our
first staging in 2022
was cut short due
to weather,” says
Joey Yow, Direc-
tor of the CLC
Performing Arts
Center. “This version is an
inventive and comic adapta-
tion of the classic story that
relies on the creativity and

versatility of our talented cast
to portray dozens of beloved
characters, often switching
roles in an instant.”

This adaptation by Pat-
rick Barlow (known for the
Broadway and West End hit
The 39 Steps) brings Dickens’
timeless tale to life with just
five extraordinary actors.

Using minimal props,
dynamic physicality, and
the audience’s imagination,
this adaptation captures the
heart and humor of Dickens’

original story while add-
ing a dreamlike quality to
Scrooge’s journey. From the
lovable Tiny Tim to the haunt-
ing Ghosts of Christmas Past,
Present, and Yet to Come,
audiences will witness the
transformation of Ebenezer
Scrooge in a fresh and en-
gaging way.

“What drew me to this pro-
duction was its unique style
and energy,” Yow explains.
“There’s something truly mag-
ical about watching actors

CROW, WING COUNTY LANDFILL

Mon — Sat// 8am to)5pm (April to October)
Q&en Mon — Friday,/ 8am to

5pm (November to March)

b The Following Items are Accepted
- Household Garbage - Free oil recycling at the landfill and
+ Fiberglass boats several drop-off locations within
- Mattresses the County. Visit our webpage for
- Furniture drop-off locations:
- Mobile Homes www.crowwing.us and search “oil"

- Free recycling of lead-acid car/
marine batteries - NOT to be
disposed of in the landfill

- Free compost of lawn and garden
material (please separate brush
and branches)

- Recycling of used oil filters
. and anti-freeze

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow

- Demolition materials may be
disposed in the demolition landfill
for afee

- Large appliances, electronics, tires
with or without rims, and scrap
metals can be disposed at the site
for a nominal fee for recycling.

Wing County for recycling and disposal needs.

CROW WING
COUNTY
MINNESOTA
e T

s —_

For more information,

please call 218-824-1010.
v -
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INTEGR ATIVE MEDICINE

embody multiple characters
so seamlessly—it creates an
intimate connection with
the story and enhances the
themes of redemption and
community.”

Adding to the charm, pup-
pets, masks, and unconven-
tional props play a role in
conveying the whimsical
and theatrical nature of Bar-
low’s adaptation. The result
is a heartfelt, family-friendly
performance that invites the
audience to see this classic
story through a new lens.

The production is direct-
ed by Amy Borash, and the
talented cast includes Brian

Rhett as Ebenezer Scrooge
and Noah Barnhart, Abby
Pratt, Kryston Wiseley, and
Travis Chaput as the actor en-
semble. Wiseley reprises her
role from the 2022 produc-
tion while Rhett, also a cast
member in 2022 production,
moves from the ensemble
into the role of Scrooge.

For more information and
tickets can be found by call-
ing the Box Office at 218-
855-8199. Don’t miss this
opportunity to experience
an unforgettable theatrical
experience that captures the
joy and spirit of the holiday
season.

Operation Christmas Child | Continued from Page 1

New Life, boxes are packed
into identical brown cartons.
Those cartons, in turn, are
packed into a trailer in Aitkin.
The trailer is brought to a
church in Baxter. From there,
semi-trailers bring them to
Chicago and from there, this
region’s boxes are shipped all
around the world.

“They are on their way to
Chicago now,” Rick Kottke,
Aitkin, said.

Afdel Kottke brings boxes
into the New Life Church.

CORRECTION: Correction to report on the front page of No-
vember 23, 2024 issue of the NewsHopper “Former Crosby
police chief files discrimination lawsuit”. The reference to
Sheriff Todd Klang should have been Sheriff Eric Klang. We
apologize for this error in name reference.

GeHlollhelRocHOlhelRroblem

Call NOW 218-851-9626
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Electronics Recycling Drive

Looking to
clear out your
old electron-
ics while
making
a differ-
ence in the
communi-
ty? Mark
your cal-
endar for
Saturday,
December
14, from 10 am. to 2 p.m.,
when Deerwood Technolo-
gies will host an Electronics
Recycling Drive to benefit
the Deerwood Technologies
Scholarship Fund.

The event will take place
at Deerwood Technologies,
located at 21301 Archibald
Road (at the corner of Ar-
chibald Road/Hwy 6 and
Cross Drive). This drive is a
perfect opportunity to dis-
pose of your unwanted elec-
tronics in an environmentally
responsible way, all while

supporting
continuing
education
for local

youth.
For

you can

drop off a

wide vari-
ety of electronics, including
computer towers, monitors,
laptops, printers, speakers,
cell phones, digital cameras,
PDAs, MP3 players, and even
small household electronics
like razors, hair dryers, and
electric brooms. The drive
also accepts larger items like
VCRs, DVD players, radios,
and cable boxes.

Gotan old microwave? You
can recycle those for a flat fee
of $30. Televisions are also
being accepted at a donation
rate of $15 for those under

Art gallery exhibition at

There’s still plenty of time
to explore the vibrant world
of student art at Central Lakes
College! The 2-D Design
Student Art Exhibition is now
on display at the college’s
Art Gallery, and visitors are
invited to see the stunning
works created by budding
artists. The exhibition opened
its doors on Monday, No-
vember 25, with a lively
reception, and it will remain
open through December 19.

Located in room E422,
across from the college li-
brary on the Brainerd cam-

el S

OVER
500

pus, the exhibit showcases
the talent of students enrolled
in the 2-D Design course.
These works, offer a dynamic
glimpse into the artistic pro-
cesses of CLC students. Each
piece reflects the creativity
and skills that these students
have honed throughout the
semester.

Best of all, the exhibition is
free and open to the public.
It's an opportunity to support
local artists while enjoying a
diverse range of contempo-
rary 2-D art. The Art Gallery
is open from 9 a.m. to 2
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27 inches and $20 for larger

models (over 27 inches).

Christmas lights

can be dropped off

’ for recycling free of

charge—a great way

to clear out last season’s tan-

gled strands and do your part
for the planet.

The best part? All elec-
tronics collected will be sent
to an environmentally safe,
U.S.-based recycling facility,
ensuring that your discarded
items are processed in an
eco-friendly way.

Please note: No major
appliances (like refrigerators
or air conditioners) will be
accepted at the drive.

For more information or to
find out what items can be
recycled, visit www.deertech.
com/recycle or email events@
deertech.com.

Don’t miss out on this

chance to declutter, recycle,
and make a difference this
holiday season!
p.m., Monday through Friday,
offering ample time for com-
munity members, art lovers,
and students to stop by and
experience the show.

Whether you're an art afi-
cionado or simply looking for
an inspiring way to spend a
few hours, the 2-D Design
Student Art Exhibition is a
must-see this season.

Don'’t miss your chance to
witness the next generation
of artists in action—stop by
the Art Gallery before the
exhibition wraps up on De-
cember 19.
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e COMMUNITY EVENTS

November

30th - Lions 26 Club raffle tickets for sale with 26 chances to win cash prizes with the top prizes of $500.
Drawing starts at 7 p.m. at the Town Tavern in Ironton. For more info contact Mark Boike at 218-349-2234

December

6th - Tree Lighting Ceremony at Main Street Plaza in Crosby, starting at 5 p.m. with tree Lighting, hot choco-
late and treats. Organized by the Cuyuna Lakes Chamber of Commerce.

7th - Aitkin County Historical Society Cookie Walk at the museum, 20 Pacific St. SW Aitkin, 9:00 a.m., going
until sold out. Cookies are $8.00 per dozen. Varieties of cookies will be pre-wrapped in 1, 2, 3, and 4
doz. packages. If you would like to pre-order cookies, call 218-927-3348 or email ACHS @aitkincohs.
org. Pre-ordered cookies must be picked up by 11:00 a.m. on the day of the sale! Proceeds support the

Historical Society.

7th - Bring your camera to the Fifty Lakes City Hall to visit with Santa,enjoy hot chocolate and treats, 3 -5 p.m.

14th- Indoor Christmas Market at Deerwood Auditorium, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Free cookie decorating for youth,
coffee, hot chocolate, live music, children’s Christmas karaoke, local vendors offering home-made and
hand-crafted items. Visit with Santa 9-10 a.m.

14th- Creativity Kit Giveaway 10 a.m.- noon at Crossing Arts, 711 Laurel Street, Brainerd. Creativity Kits are
free to the public. Kits are limited. First come, first served. For more information contact Crossing Arts at
218-833-0416, info@crossingarts.org.

14th - Come as you are for a joyous celebration of “The Prince of Peace’presented by the Garrison Alliance
Church, 3 -4 p.m. There will be music, message, food, beverage, and dessert, starting at 1:30 p.m. Free
will offering. Please RSVP by calling 218-838-0164. Located at 9475 Jefferson St., Garrison.

Send your community events to hopper@croshyironton.net

Sweeten your holiday season

The Aitkin County Histor-
ical Society is inviting all
cookie lovers to indulge their
sweet tooth while supporting
a great cause at its popular
Cookie Walk, happening
Saturday, December 7, at the
museum located at 20 Pacific
St. SW, Aitkin.

Starting at 9:00 a.m., the
Cookie Walk will feature
an array of homemade hol-
iday cookies available for
purchase, with each dozen
priced at just $8.00. But
hurry—cookies are sold on
a first-come, first-served basis
and the event lasts only until
the cookies are gonel!

Whether you're looking for
a classic favorite or some-
thing new to add to your
holiday spread, you're sure to
find something to tempt your
taste buds. The cookies will
be pre-wrapped in conve-
nientpackagesof 1,2, 3, or 4
dozen, making it easy to pick

REMNANTS
Tt .@\L’t’dln‘y M erchandise!]

OVER 400 ROLLS ™

$1 0.95 5. vo.

CONTRACTORS

Radtke Remodeling & Construction
Custom Built Homes e Remodeling e Garages
Pole Buildings e

New Additions e
General Contracting e
Dean Radtke, Aitkin. Lic.

www.radtkeremodelingconstruction.com

218-678-3403 218-839-6103

Insulation
#20108758

2018w39

Open: 9 -5 Mon. -

TYKE'S CARPET CASTLE
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd e 218-829-3878
Sat. or by appointment

FLOORING

JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding,
Refinishing e Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576
Check Me Out On Facebook

Hearing & AIR CONDITIONING

Ken’s Heating & Mobile Home Supply
LP & Natural Gas e

Nationally Certified

Service Technician — over 30 Years Experience

Residential & Commercial e

Mobile Home

Heating and Air Conditioning e RV’'s/Supplies
218-821-6720 e Aitkin e kensheatinglic.com w4z 2020

INSURANCE

SECURITY STATE
INSURANCE

4 locations to serve you
Aitkin218-927-3712 » Moose Lake 218-485-8735
o [sle 320-676-3795 e Grand Marias 218-387-1540

up a sweet treat for yourself
or to gift to someone special.

For those planning ahead,
pre-orders are available to
ensure you get the cookies
you want before they sell
out. To place an order, simply
call 218-927-3348 or email
ACHS@aitkincohs.org. Re-
member, pre-ordered cookies
must be picked up by 11:00

Proceeds from the Cookie
Walk will go toward sup-
porting the Aitkin County
Historical Society, helping
fund its mission to preserve
and share the rich history of
the Aitkin area.

For more information or to
pre-order cookies, contact
the Historical Society at 218-
927-3348 or email ACHS@

a.m. on the day of the sale. aitkincohs.org.
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$79 Gas Furnace !
Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.
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PLUMEBING AND HEAT/ING
northernairplumbing.com

24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

N

Reasonable ¢ Experienced ¢ Reliable

| Turner, X Son |

all for
g FREE
Quote

Full Service Snow Removal
Blowing Sidewalks and Drives ¢ Plowing
Snow Blowing ¢ Roof Snhow & Ice Removal

Tim Turner 218-866-2349
David Turner 651-242-4796

Serving the Lakes Area

JANZEN AUCTIONEERS
JANZEN AUCTION CENTER,

Saturday, December 7 * 10 a.m.
In case of inclement weather, the auction will be
moved to Sunday, December 8 at 10 a.m.

1 mile west of the stoplights in Aitkin - (Watch for signs)
10% Buyers Premium

VEHICLES: 2014 Ford F150 Crew Cab, 4WD, 3.5L V6 w/161,215 miles very good
condition, 2007 Ford F250 standard cab 5.4L V8 four wheel drive, w/9 ft. commercial
plow, 197,000 miles, 2007 Jeep Liberty, four door 3.7L 4x4 w/231,000 miles, 2006 Ford
Taurus SE 4 door w/179,000 miles ATV & SNOWMOBILE: 2021 CF Motto Z Force 500
trail side by side w/1775 miles (excellent condition), 2004 Polaris 500 XC snowmobile
w/electric start & reverse 3500 miles very clean BOATING RELATED: 1990 Four Winns
170 Freedom 17 ft. boat on Four Winns factory trailer & OMC Cobra I/0, 1976 Royal
American 15 ft. fiberglass boat on trailer w/65 HP Mercury OB FIREARMS: Approximately
60 firearms w/names like Benelli, Remington, Savage, Winchester, Ruger, Weatherby &
More AMMUNITION & SPORTING GOODS RELATED: Approximately 20,000 rounds
of Rifle, Shotgun & Hand Gun ammunition, Large quantity of rifle scopes & scope lights,
Spotting Scopes, Gun cleaning supplies, Caldwell led sled and other shooting rests,
Large selection of blaze orange hunting jackets & other hunting jackets, (9) Deer heads/
antler mounts including a 192 in. mule deer rack, Northern & Muskie fish mounts, (27)
Hard gun cases, (25) Soft gun cases LAWN & GARDEN: Toro turbo force 40 commercial
walk behind mower self propelled w/ electric start & bagger system (never used as a
commercial mower), 6x8 Homemade trailer w/sides, Mack 520 self propelled walk behind
snow blower, Husqvarna back pack blower like new, Ryobi 40V battery powered blower,
Two wheel trailer style lawn cart GARAGE & RELATED: Troy-Bilt 5500 watt generator
on wheels, NAPA dual tank single stage air compressor on wheels powered by Briggs &
Stratton, Portable acetylene tank/torch set, Rockwell scroll saw in the box, 2 Ton engine
hoist on wheels, 10 in. Variable speed scroll saw, Variety of corded hand powered tools,
Mechanic & construction hand tools, Smaller bench top style air compressor, Jack stands
FRAMED WILDLIFE ARTWORK: Opening Day on Lake Mille Lacs by Les Kouba &
Bud Grant signed by Bud Grant 1365/5000, Time to Leave by Les Kouba & Bud Grant
signed by Bud Grant 1604/2500, Spirit Island by Ken Zylla signed by Bud Grant, North-
west Pedigree Papers framed 1969 calendar, Native American painting ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES: (2) Eagle 4 ft. totem poles, Large variety of coins including Kennedy,
Eisenhower & Roosevelt Dollar, Half Dollar & Ten Cent pieces,Pitcher pumps, steel wheels
& other metal implement collectibles, Collectible snow shoes, Shoulder jugs, crocks &
other crockery related pieces, Kemps dishes set, Metal advertising tins, Large selection
of clean glassware some collectible, Brass spittoon, Antique outboard motors including
a Muncie gear company OB, Collectible wood door & wood 6 pane wood windows,
Novelty tokens, watches & other small collectibles ITEMS OF INTEREST: Evinrude
snow mate pull sled on skis, Electric three wheel scooter, Propane tank in bobber form,
(2) Fifth wheel receiver hitches, one w/mounting plate, (2) 100 LB propane cylinders,
(4) Aluminum truck rims HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS: (Very nice selection of clean
household furnishings & related items)

BOB, JEREMY & ASSOCIATES - Aitkin
88 Years of Quality and Professionalism
218-927-4488 or 218-851-0879 cell * jerjanzen77 @ gmail.com

Please visit our websites: www.janzenauctions.com
or www.midwestauctions.com/janzen
for full auction line up, photos and directions
Like us on Facebook @ Janzen Auctioneers

Hoppers Helper's Service Directory

Dogpatch ¢ 218-927-4353 Expert Pet Grooming &
tfBoarding Services. West of Aitkin on Cedar Brook Rd.

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES

5 lines for $15.00 per week
4 lines for $12.00 per week

3 lines for $9.00 per week
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ROBERT MONROE

Robert “Bob” James Monroe,
88, of Aitkin, died Wednesday,
November 20, 2024 at Aicota
Health Care Center.
| Services will be Friday, De-

cember 13 at 11 a.m. in First
Lutheran Church with Pas-
tor Reggie Denton officiating.
Visitation will be one hour
prior to the service at the church.

i Interment will be at a later date
% in Milaca at Forest Hill Cemetery.

He was born December 17, 1935
in Milaca, to Arthur Monroe and Selma (Olson)
Monroe. He attended schools in Milaca until 1952,
and graduated with honors from Granite Falls High
Schoolin 1953. He went on to attend South Dakota
State University College of Pharmacy where he was
active in student government. He was elected to
Rho Chi Society (honorary pharmacy society) and
Who’s Who in American Universities. He graduated
from pharmacy school in 1957. Upon graduation he
was awarded a commission as Ensign in the U.S.
Public Health Service and served as pharmacist
officer for several years at various locations in Min-
nesota, South Dakota, North Dakota and California,
he remained a member of the Inactive Reserve
Officer Corps until 1990, leaving the service with
the rank of Commander. He moved to Washington
D.C. in 1959 working at pharmacies in the area.
While there he was introduced to Betty Jo Hash
through his brother Don. They began dating and on
August 20th 1960 he married the love of his life at
Foundry Methodist Church in Washington D.C. They
made their home in Chevy Chase, Maryland until
October 1963. During this time, they welcomed two
children, Alan in 1961 and Paul in 1963. Bob and
Betty moved to Aitkin in November 1963. Two more
children were welcomed, Cindi in 1967 and Scott
in 1972. He was the pharmacist manager for Buss
Rexall Drug until April 1965. He purchased Aitkin

Drug Store in 1965 and operated that pharmacy as
Monroe Drug until 1973 when he formed a partner-
ship with Jack Fossen to form Village Drug which
they operated until July 1992. He continued to work
at pharmacies around the area until 2015. It’s been
said if you love your job, it's not work. He felt bless-
ed to have served actively as a pharmacist, a career
which he loved, and enjoyed the interaction with
his customers and assisting with people’s health
needs and questions. In the community, he was a
member of First Lutheran Church, serving several
terms on the church council, District Representative
and financial secretary. He was a 50 year and life
member of Aitkin Masonic Lodge, serving two terms
as Master and recipient of Minnesota Grand Lodge
Hiram award; a 50 year and life member of Scottish
Rite Freemasonry 32nd KCCH; and 50 year and life
member of Aad Shriners of Duluth. He was a 50
year and life member of the Order of Eastern Star
serving many terms as Worthy Patron. He served
10 years on the Board of Trustees for Riverwood
Healthcare Center. He was a member of the Aitkin
Historical Society serving a term on that Board of
Directors and former member of the Aitkin Jaycees
& Quarterbacks Club. He enjoyed family gatherings,
many camping trips along the Mississippi River with
his brothers, travel including family cross-country
trips and international travel, snowmobiling, boating
on area lakes and the Mississippi.

Robert is survived by sons Alan (Penny), Paul
(Leigh) and Scott (Sue) and daughter Cynthia (Rob),
his grandchildren Erin Pollock, Mark, Matthew,
Kelly and Leona Monroe, Skylar Kelly, Aliyah and
Layla Fayaz, Great Grandchildren Adrianne and
Michael Pollock.

Robert was preceded in death by his wife, Betty;
his parents.

Arrangements were with the So-
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences
at www.srtfuneral.com.Cremation Service, Aitkin.

Sorensen-Root-Thompson

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Directors: Jason Brezinsky
=1 Jerry Thompson ¢ Tud Brezinsky

Funeral Home & Cremation Services

www.srtfunerval.com

McGregor Funeral Home

& Cremation Services
McGregor, MN

218-768-3136

=

NANCY KOKESH

Nancy Hannah Kokesh, 82,
of Aitkin passed away Tues-
| day, November 19, 2024 at
| Riverwood Health Care Center
in Aitkin.
| Funeral Mass will be11:00
| a.m. on Tuesday, December 3,
2024 at Saint James Catholic
Church in Aitkin. Burial will be
in Garrison Cemetery, Garrison. Visitation will be
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Monday December 2, 2024 at
Sorensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home in Aitkin
and will continue one hour prior to the service at
the church.

She was born June 15, 1942 in Minneapolis the
daughter of Kenneth and Hazel (Anderson) Siemers.
She graduated from Aitkin High School class of
1960 and then attended college in lllinois for a year.
Nancy was united in marriage to Robert Randall
Kokesh on June 1, 1963 at Our Lady of Fatima
Catholic Church in Garrison.

She worked as a Chemical Dependency Counsel-
or and helped Robert when he started Kokesh Tree
& Stump Removal in 1982. She was very involved

with AA and establishing the Alano Club in Aitkin.
She participated and volunteered at Saint James
Catholic Church. She enjoyed Vacations, cross
stitch, Bingo, Reading and loved her grandchildren
and being with her family.

Nancy is survived by her children: Christina
“Tina” (Jerry) Dagen of Aitkin, Bob Kokesh (Mary
Peters) of Brainerd; three grandchildren: Shelby(Jay)
Thran of Aitkin, Kelsey Dagen of Aitkin, and Jack
Dagen of Aitkin; four great-grandchildren: Jayden
Dagen-Fryxell, Jakob Dagen, Weslynn Thran, and
Braelynn Thran; brother, Doug Siemers; sisters:
Linda McGillis, Glenda (Mike) Murphy, Patty (Rick)
Baillif, Sharon (Daryl) Hanson; sister-in-law, Jerry
Siemers; and many special nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her husband
Robert on December 3, 2021; parents, Kenneth
and Hazel Siemers; brothers: Richard and Dennis
Siemers and sister, Tammy Siemers.

Arrangements were with the So-
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences
at www.srtfuneral.com.

JUDITH THIESFELD

Judith Joann “Judy” Thies-
feld, 80, of Deerwood formerly
of Hutchinson and Glencoe,
died peacefully at her home
on Wednesday, November
20, 2024.
| A Memorial service was
A held at 1:00 p.m. on Friday,
November 29, 2024 at the
Koop Funeral Home in Crosby. Visitation was one
hour prior to the service at the funeral home. A
reception followed at the Taconite Canteen Event
Center in Ironton.

She was born in Glencoe on August 23, 1944 to
Melvin and Marvel (Schultz) Meyer. Judy married

Thomas Thiesfeld in Brownton, MN on June 29,
1968.

Judy is survived by her husband, Thomas; two
daughters: Rebecca (Jon) Rauen of Chanhassen
and Jennifer (Jeremie) Waller of Belgrade, MT; two
brothers: James (Corrine) Meyer of Brownton and
Jerome (Rose) Meyer of Hutchinson; sister-in-
law, Connie Meyer of Cokato; four grandchildren:
Jonah and Nate Jaskowiak and Samuel and Lucy
Waller.

Preceding Judy in death were her parents; and
two siblings: Janet Zajicek and Jerald Meyer.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home
of Crosby. To leave a message of condolence go
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.
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MEMORIALS

BRAINERD MONUMENT

employee owned | established 1917

(218) 293-5090
SunburstMemorials.com

Helping families love, honor and remember since 1917

Koop Funeral Horme

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 ¢ Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director « Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

¢ Traditional, Graveside &
Memorial Funerals

¢ Cremation Service

¢ Out-of-town Arrangements

* Pre-arrangement Plans

Over 80 Years of Caring
Service on the Cuyuna Range
& Surrounding Areas

218-546-5531

CHURCH.DIRECTORY,

* Indicates handicap accessible. NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise.

ALLIANCE

Aitkin* — New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am;
Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street SW;
newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;
Worship 10; www.pointway.org

Garrison* — Worship 10:30am

Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169
north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Aitkin — Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning
Service 10.

Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10
& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org

Croshby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30

Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS
at 9:30, Worship at 10:45

Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa
Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch @ gmail.com; 218-
697-2662

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST

Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William
Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-
5617 thejourneynorth.com

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens,
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed.
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; focbrainerd.com

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* — SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9;
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC

Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass
Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30. Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun.
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat.
5p.m.

Croshy* — St. Joseph's, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri.
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed.
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family; Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only
through Labor Day) w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor — Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581;
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland
Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner
218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10

COMMUNITY

Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE.,
Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene-
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30;
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays; Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10;
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm.

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm. Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7 p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed.
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean;
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm,
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service
9:30; SS 10:45.

EPISCOPAL

Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9

Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-
ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday.
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE

Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at
9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm.

Crosslake —The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-
692-4141,37218 County Road 66, www.crosslakeefc.org

Isle — Pastor Mark Lee; Sunday School 9:00 am; Worship
10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10;
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30;
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC

Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information
320-684-2804

LUTHERAN

Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev. Rebecca Hinz; Worship
9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.

Aitkin — First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship
Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on
YouTube - First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin (Cedarbrook) — St. John's (ELCA) Pastor Sarah
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John’s Church Road,
Aitkin. Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am. stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin — St. John's (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).
Pastor Bill Werth. Sunday Worship 9. Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15. 13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter.
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood). 218-829-4105.
www.christbaxter.com.

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st &

3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday
School following worship. Services also available on
YouTube and Facebook. 218-829-9552 ficbrainerd.com
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St.
- Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email:
trinity @trinitybrainerd.org

Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship 9

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd.
218-829-4317. www.zionbrainerd.com.

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.

Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;
Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.

Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel
Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor
218-692-3682 September 8-Mid-May: Sunday at 8:30am
& October-Mid-May: Wednesday at 6:15pm

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion,
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11, 218-692-4228,
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne;
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Worship 9 SS 9;
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101.

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel. Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am. 320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas;
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert;
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47.
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub — Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9, (alternates with
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30;
handicapped accessible.

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30.

Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship
9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.

Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun.
10, Service 11, fellowship follows.

Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-
terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by
fellowship and Bible study. (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun.
Worship 9am. Fellowship following Service. Communion
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.;
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath — Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue.9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA; Pastor Luke Lekander,
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.

Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor
Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior's Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15a.m.,
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.

Rossburg — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd

Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) — Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1%, 3“ and
4™ Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of
Hwy 210

Thor — Zion, Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.

Wright — St. John's (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School
Sun. 9:30; Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden,
Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street,
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis,
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St., Suite
2, 218-829-2989.

PENTECOSTAL

Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN
56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939.

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall,
Co.Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN

Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9;
Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.

McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.

Tamarack — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11.

REFORMED

Crosby — Lifespring Church, a member of Fellowship of
Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

Aitkin — Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 9:30, Bible Study
10:30; Prayer Mtg. Wed. 5:30 p.m.; www.aitkinadventist.
org; 423-805-0933

Brainerd — Pastor Roger Hagen; Worship Sat. 11:20, Bible
Study 10; Bible Study & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910
Oak Street, Brainerd, 218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30
1st and 4th Sundays. 218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St
Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty.
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST

Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-
days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.

Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday
Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507.

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9

Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook
live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men'’s
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible
Study Thursday at 6 pm.

Fleming® — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10

McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45;
fellowship follows.

Onamia— Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship
10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell: 218-360-1947

WESLEYAN

Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time
10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.; 218-763-HOPE.
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GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find work or
start their own business. Call
24/7:1-844-588-6535. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, no cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations

at 1-888-429-2331 today!

FinanaAn

The COVID crisis has cost us
all something. Many have lost
jobs and financial security.
Have $10K In Debt? Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a
FREE debt relief quote: Call

1-866-552-0649. (mcn)
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N THE CLASSIFIEDS!

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Discover
Oxygen Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call 1-888-
815-4903. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance -NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all
the details! 1-855-973-9175
www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258. (mcn)

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT
advertising which is deceptive, fraudulent, or
which might otherwise violate the law.
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Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

A GREAT place to live and work!

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care,
Serving the Aitkin Community:

Live at Aicota:

* Short Term Rehab/Recovery
¢ Long Term Living

* Assisted Living

* Respite Care

Work at Aicota:

* Nursing Assistant (free training)
* Social Wellness
* RN/LPN

AICOTA

HEALTH CARE CENTER

< Customer Service - Anficipating
needs and exceeding expectations

< Attitude - Having fun and
working hard while giving
100% to our residents

R Respecf - Supporting and
understanding that we are
all unigue and special

% Excellence - Emphasizing quality
and striving to always be better
tomorrow than we are today

< Stewardship - Maximizing

precious resources and ensuring
we use them to their fullest

Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living
850 2nd Street NW « Aitkin, MN 56431
218.927.2164 » www.aicota.com

Parent
Aware

Parent Aware offers free tools and resources to
help families find the quality child care
programs their children need to succeed
in school and life.

ParentAware.org | 888.291.9811

« MCAN

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

POWERP
Standby Generators

R0TECT

-5

Truck driver with CDL, must
have 3-5 years’ experience
required, Diesel mechanic
certified with 3-5 years’
experience, Office manager
with QuickBooks, payroll,
and transportation industry
experience. Contact Thomp-
son Excavating and Farms
218-927-3320 for further

information.)

HoME SERVICES

Don’t Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. We stand by our
service and if we can't fix it,
we'll replace it! Pick the plan
that fits your budget! Call:
1-877-743-7971(mcn)

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available.
Call 1-888-770-8025. Have
zip code of property ready
when calling! (mcn)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-
5574. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

—>

BFIIGGEFSTFIATTDN
Y SOLUTIONS

Get a Standard
Warranty of

[ YEARS $849Vvalue

Call 1-877-785-0654

== STATEWIDE ~
CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED TO BUY

WANTED:

ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
the snow flies.. Call Dan 612/720-2142

assist the

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK
Sell your old, busted or junk car with

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car,

impaired. Arrange
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

truck, or SUV to LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
and visually  Discover the ideal solution for any-
a swift, no-cost one who struggles on the stairs,

DON’T LET THE STAIRS

is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access
Call AmeriGlide today!

entire home.
866/852-5506

to their

GET DISH

Classified Advertising

Safe Step. North Americas
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our
FREE shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-
290-5083. (mcn)

The bathroom of your dreams
in as little as 1 day. Limited
Time Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments and No Interest for
18 months for customers who
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower.

AUTOMOBILES ‘ HOME SERVICES
AUTOMORBILES N & HEALTH & MEDICAL Heoe WANTED o = MISCELLANEOUS

Gull Lake Brick & Fireplace in
Baxter Fireplace and Stove
SALE. Hearthstone-Vermont
Castings-Envirofire-Os-
burn-Quadrafire-Majestic .
200 units on display, 100’s in
stock. 218-828-8292 w46- 49

SAFES

NEW AND USED SAFES

FOR SALE e Safe repair
and locked safes opened
® Heavy and light duty gun
safes and vault doors on
hand e High security safes
for gold and silver e 320-360-

Many options available. Qual- 5431 w53
ity materials & professional

installation. Senior & Mili- To Place An Ad
tary Discounts Available. Call Call 218-821-1393 or
Today! 1-833-618-1178. (mcn) www.newshopper.net

Wanted Starting Inmediately
Experience Preferred or Will Train
Contact Jim or Brent at the
Landing in Aitkin

218-927-9998

Full Time Gook / Kitchen Manager

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

UPTO

50

INSTALLATION

LIMITED
TIME
OFFER!

SAVE!

. FREEESTIMATE
ERIEHOME. 1.844.907.2386

Expires 12/31/2024  MADEIN THE US.A.

New orders only. Do
required. Other e may ap
West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and cond tio
the number provided, you consent to being e by telephone, S|
ages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated te
NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Term:
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at erlehome.com/erie-licenses,

g\e notwithstanding if you ar

clude material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase
T \S an advertisement PIOCed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-

ay apply and the offer may not ovamble in your area. If you call

essage, email, pre-recorded

e

Use o/n homeservicescompliance.

THE MinnesoTa DispLay A NETWORK

Take the hassle out of placing your newspaper ad in
multiple publications. We can place it statewide or
regionally. You'll place one order and because you
only get one bill, you only write one check.

Your newspaper representative can
provide complete details.

The 2x4 Network is a program of the MNA, phone 612-332-8844

“Xs

Display Ad
Network

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)
. 4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

E 77318DGB  separately $22+.94 39993
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

N 8 FREE BURGERS (A %37 VALLE)

Go to OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe9693
or call 1.844.319.4662 Ask for 77318DGB

8 FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.

)

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

WHERE VETERINARY CARE
IS UNAVAILABLE
or unaffordable ask for Happy
Jack® healthcare products for
dogs, cats, & horses. At Tractor
Supply® (www.happyjackinc.com)

no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell

your car to Peddle. Easy three step

process. Instant offer. Free pickup. HD-DVR upgrade,
Fast payment. Call 855/397-1673  movies,

satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
80,000 on-demand
plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur- P
ing our FREE shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

CLASSIFIEDS

~ STATEWIDE

that is

Easy!

Tre Minnesota CLassiFie A NETWoRK

Make an impact with your advertising
dollar with classified advertising that
reaches over 1 million readers!

Your newspaper representative
can provide
complete detalls.

The 2x4 Network is a program of the MNA, phone 612-332-8844

Name

NewsHorrER Classified Order Form

Classified Rates

# of issues

Address

City

State Zip

All'lads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment.
Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad

Number of Words

Rate per Word X

Additional Costs +

Total Per Week

Number of Weeks  x

TOTAL COST OF AD

—
VISA

Add a photo for

$12.00 per issue
1 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
1 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)
1 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)
1 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide printed maximum size)

Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: ¢/ X @t @# G v oK TR X X O

Thank you for your order! =
Please make check payable to the NEwsHOPPER ﬂa"a

<
State Forest Nursery eoe
High-quality bareroot native tree
SESEADLLEISNG and shrub seedlings
Perfect for reforestation projects,
NOW OPEN privacy fences, and wildlife
Order today Can be shipped to your house
for a greener
tomorrow Minimum order: 300 seedlings
Order here: ’
M TR Resourees mndnr.gov/forestry/nursery
. . N CALL TODAY FOR A
Leaf Erlrlmtel’ Q) FREE InsPECTION!
#gon  4-855-577-1268

202 -

OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military
B i ++ We offer financing
that fits your budget!*

W (2 Promo: 285

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to
credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331,
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, Rl GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822]Z, WV WV056912.

As Low as $5.50
per issue for
13 or more issues
10 word minimum)

We are not responsible for error due to illegible

copy or missing punctuation. Punctuation does

not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail
and web address counts as one word.

NewsHOPPER™
PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

send
to:

www.NewsHopper.net ¢ hopper@crosbyironton.net
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SSSNNl BLACK FRIDAY DEAL DAYS

November 29,30 & December1
CaII pAL: 515-3890 6 a.m. to 8p m. Black Friday

R PN bR

....

EST. 1898
is NOW OPEN!

Thursday-Saturday 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd - Deerwood

piret | Christmas Market

Saturday, December 7
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

\ Join us for a day filled with family fun all under one roof!

* Shop local craft vendors

+ Decorate cookies

» Visit with Santa

 Family holiday craft fun

« Enjoy hot cocoa or a holiday drink

in the Fireplace Lounge

Grab lunch at RuBy’son the Lake
and shop Ws@h&rww

r o
LAakE RES
L

\\\‘\\\‘\\\‘\\\

s on the Lake is Now oPEN , & - U B incates
Thursday 4 - 8 p.m. « Friday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. '3 : 2 - 7 & 3 Avallable‘
Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m. - Sunday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. il

HUNGRY? stop In for Our Daily Specials:

Thursday: All-You-can-Eat Broasted Chicken

Friday: All-You-Can-Eat (TLS&: ‘Try

Saturday: All-You-Can-Eat q?ymg %ﬁlad@s 8 a.m.- 11 a.m.

Sunday. Gr e510am 2p.m.

X -~
»

-

Let Ruttger s do all the holiday cooking & cleaning!

g all@st(ywall@&daysat@uttgers

Visit Ruttgers.com or call 218-678-2885 to book

N, e AT s o
- ..‘F e '.@.@ ﬁg @@Em rf= ““ MA“ o«the;r R'egular _‘
- k’;‘-LT -8a.m.-8p-m. T_'_,-_.-,"
'::“tﬁa’lﬁ!ﬁns?'S'r’Adﬁl&-‘f e
”‘-j)aliy Pool Pass $6 - Children (un rm*

A- e cked|Items and FREE |
sm—— ) DELIVERyv
V|S|t Us at Our Farm

43052 Nature Ave., Aitkin, MN 56431
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - Noon &4 - 8 p.m. | Sat. & Sun. 8 a.m.- 8 p.m.

Shop Online at AngiesAcresMN.com
Contact Us for More Information at
(218) 515-3890 - Anglesacre523@gmall com

Pool Punch Card
Purchase 8 Passes,

FS‘mlIFPHEerﬂfb GT'$75 ) Cet2Free!

o A 1% e TN J 1._..3-'—1.1-—1 P N )-.“‘_
25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood
218-678-2885 - ruttgers.com

‘-

e &R Landscap,
| & Construcﬂon

Aitkin, Minnesota
License# BC768287

N N &)

I

u

|

Specializing in
Shoreline Restoration

* Rip Rap Rock [nstallation

e Boulder Wall Material
Installation

¢ Sod [nstallation

e Class Five

e Bobcat Work

e Demolition

¢ All Dirt Work Needs

e Patios

General Building &
Remodeling Contractor
¢ Roofing

e Window [nstallation

Full SructuralSteel Buildings

e Siding

¢ Garages

. goo;;s Home ¢ Garage ¢ Shed e Office » Ag
® DEeCKS

Call 218-839-3371 for an estimate

¢ Handicarped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work

e Basements

e Driveways

e Ponds

» Wild Life Food Plots

e Land & Lot Clearing

e Stump Removal

* Rip Rap

e Demolition

e Building Pads

e Ditches and Ditch Clean-
ing

e Black Dirt, Sand &
Gravel

* Roads / Road Building

e Boulder Walls

e Trail Brushing

0ld wood (decks S|d|ng, Iogs etc. ) looks hew again
with media blasting and staining!

Tree Removal

¢ Tree Removal and Clean-
up

e Stump Grinding

e Storm Damage Cleanup

e Aerial Truck
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