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We Are Your Partner 
In Weight Loss

1277 McArthur Dr., Manchester • (931) 728-1100 • Fax: (931) 723-4137
www.marcromspharmacy.com • pharmacy@marcromspharmacy.com

P H A R M A C Y
MARCROM’S

Our mission is to guide you 
through your weight loss journey 
- not just sell you a shot.
Discover Tirzepatide & Semaglutide 
at Marcrom’s Pharmacy: Safe, effective 
weight loss solutions tailored to you. We 
offer personalized options, free body scans 
with every prescription, and convenient 
consultations. Your journey your way!

Can’t make it to the doctor? No Problem! 
We can set up a time to meet with you and 
one of our pharmacists can take
 care of your rx.



StanMcNabbChevy.com 
and StanMcNabbCDJR.com!

Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Sales: (931) 455-3451
Service: (877) 427-5222

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Sales: (931) 408-9662 
Service: (931) 408-9671

All prices plus tax, title & license includes $599 doc fee. Prices subject to change & vehicle availability.

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

Merry Christmas

200+ USED AUTOS



Elk River Public Utility District
217 S. Jackson St., Tullahoma • 931-455-9311

1524 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester • 931-728-3332
635 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester • 931-967-3642

“Your Hometown Natural Gas Provider Since 1955”

Contact ERPUD today to see if 
natural gas is available in your area.

WWW.ERPUD.COM

"Your Hometown Natural Gas 
Provider Since 1955."
Thank goodness for warm reliable natural gas. 
For heating, cooking and relaxing. ERPUD has 
everything you need to stay warm and cozy. 
Don’t be left out in the cold this winter. 

1500 Hillsboro Boulevard | Manchester, TN 37355
(931) 728-9907 | www.FirstBankOnline.com

BANK LOCAL.
& LET OUR FAMILY SERVE YOUR FAMILY.

Equipment Rental
ATSON SW

• Aerial Work Platforms
• Lawn- Landscape-Tree
• Compaction
• Material Handlers

• Skid Steers-Mini Excavators
• Generators and Accessories
• Construction Tools
• Concrete-Masonry

290 Interstate Drive • Manchester, TN 37355

Helping Contractors & Homeowners 

GET THE JOB DONE!

SELECTION • SERVICE • SATISFACTION

WWW.WATSONSEQUIPMENTTN.COM

931-954-5862
cell 615-849-5326

Nate Heisey - OwNer
nheisey24@hotmail.com
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84 Relco Drive
Manchester, TN 37355
(931) 954-0580 
www.choicehotels.com

Sip & Stay! 

• FREE Deluxe Hot Breakfast • 100% Smoke Free
• Fitness Center • Indoor Heated Salt Water Pool 
• FREE WiFi - High Speed Wireless Internet
• Under New Management and Slowly Renovating
• Dog Friendly

“A refined experience of leisure & comfort”

 Introducing our new premium beer selection.

Just Off I-24 Exit 114 • (931) 723-4444
johnrobertstoyota.com

Check Out Our Certified Pre-Owned Vehicles Today

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS
AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!

104 West Fort Street
Manchester, Tennessee

(931) 581-3232
www.owensprovisions.com

Family owned and operatedFamily owned and operated  
     by Manchester locals!     by Manchester locals!

Owen’s Provisions & 
Apparel is a lifestyle 
clothing and accessories 
store located on the 
Historic Square in 
Manchester, TN.

We are devoted to 
serving our beautiful 
city with awesome, high 
quality products that 
everyone can enjoy.
 We look forward to 
meeting you and getting 
to know you better!

Large Selection Of New Large Selection Of New 
& Pre-Owned Jewelry& Pre-Owned Jewelry

We buy gold, silver and diamonds. 

Layaway Now For Christmas
Stop by & register to win cash 
& gift cards equal to $1,500

@Toilvers.Pawn

931-728-2360

www.toliverspawnandjewelry.com

110 N. Spring St., Manchester, TN
“On The Square”

Thank you for voting 
Manchester’s Finest 
Jewelry in 2023!!
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Only positive and local 
stories at your door 
every month … for FREE.
Get a local, free magazine that 
covers only positive stories about 
everyday people in our community.

 

 

Subscribe to 
Good News 
Magazine online

goodnewsmags.com/subscribe/



BRYAN MYERS, M.D.

Winchester:
161 Shirley Dr.

(931) 962-0450

Manchester:
1034 McArthur St.

(931) 954-5111 

Tullahoma:
100 Hunters Ln., Suite 100B

(931) 393-4700

MELODY HARRISON, NP-C SAHARRA JEWELL, APN

Making A Difference Making A Difference 
In Women’s LivesIn Women’s Lives

Thank you for voting us Franklin Co Finest OBGYN!!!!

931.728.7366 | interstateliquors.com931.728.7366 | interstateliquors.com
20 Expressway Dr., Manchester, TN20 Expressway Dr., Manchester, TN

Come Come 
Finish Finish 
Your Your 

Holiday Holiday 
Shopping Shopping 

Here! Here! 
We have stockings and We have stockings and 
gift bags ready to go! gift bags ready to go! 

*Please Drink Responsibly*Please Drink Responsibly

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram for upcoming specials! Follow us on Facebook & Instagram for upcoming specials! 

We know small business.

Because we ARE small business

1203 Hillsboro Blvd. in Manchester

Starting and sustaining a small business is challenging. With the right small-town 
bank in your corner, this is a fight you will win. We can help with small business 
loans, lines of credit, accounts and services at Peoples Bank & Trust in Manchester.

 bankwithpeoples.com
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goodnewsmags.com/advertise

We want to build stronger communities through positive, local 
stories. We can’t do that without advertisers like you. Reach an 
engaged audience that wants to support your business.

Call us at (800) 247-7318

Be part of something

good



Where independence meets care.
*No additional fees, all inclusive

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
And A Happy New Year!

1621 McMinnville Hwy.
Manchester
(931) 570-4270
Tina Taylor - Administrator

MY CHOICE 
HOTELS

152 Hospitality Blvd. Manchester, TN 37355

931.728.1301 • (800) 4Choice
www.choicehotels.com
ktransue@elsteingroup.com

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year

Veteran OwnedKayla Transue, Manager

www.holstongases.com
(931) 616-0316
1186 Murfreesboro Hwy.
Manchester, TN 37355

Propane?Propane?
• Locally owned and operated • 24-hour service 
• 55 years of experience 
• Residential • Commercial • Agricultural
How may we help you?

We are a size inclusive boutique! 
We carry sizes S-3x.

Permanent Jewelry | Custom Shirts 
Embroidery | Personal Items | And More!

(931) 954-0907 | 104 E. Main St., Manchester, TN
Mon- Fri 10:00 am - 5:00 pm | Sat 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Merry
ChristmasChristmas

And a Happy New Year!
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From our 
publishing 

partner

“I am so excited to 
be the Publishing 
Partner for Good 
News Manchester 
and having the 
amazing privilege 
of working with 
some phenomenal 
companies! If you 
are interested 
in becoming an 
advertiser for Good 
News Manchester, 
please contact me 
today with any 
questions on where 
to start.”

Amanda Cox
Publishing Partner
(931) 408-0714
amanda@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us 
know what you think! Follow us 
and leave a review on Facebook. 
Search Good News Manchester 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

T HE PEOPLE of the year 1000 faced 
division, uncertainty, and fear for the 

future. They didn’t know it then, but they stood 
at the edge of change, transitioning from the 
Dark Ages to the Middle Ages. Nine centuries 
later, in 1914, I wonder how people felt as 
the world erupted into the chaos of the First 
World War — or just two decades after that 
when World War II shattered any fragile sense 
of peace. History shows us that humanity has 
always played tug-of-war with stern conflict, 
whether with neighbors down the street or 
across oceans. It’s a harsh reality of being 
human. Yet, the way people treated one another 
100 years ago didn’t just stay in the past — it 
shaped who we are today. And the way we 
treat our neighbors today will ripple forward, 
changing lives for centuries to come.

That’s why it matters so much to treat 
others the way we want to be treated. The 

golden rule is a guide for living and a good 
one at that! That rule is golden for a rea-
son. When we choose kindness, when we 
choose to see the humanity in others, we 
make the world warmer and brighter with 
every interaction. Even the smallest ac-
tions — a kind word, a helping hand, or a 
passing smile — can spark a chain reaction 
of joy and compassion. These moments 
might seem fleeting, but their impact lasts 
far beyond what we can see. Loving our 
neighbors isn’t always easy, but it is always 
the right thing to do. Love is in all of us — 
it’s there, waiting to be discovered, shared, 
and passed along.

Good News Magazine is celebrating the 
people who are already living this way, those who 
make their communities better by choosing love 
and kindness. Their stories remind us of what’s 
possible when we love our neighbors. GN

Love Your 
Neighbor
The golden rule is
golden for a reason.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

 
Wesley Bryant,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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Your family and 
friends can be 
in this magazine.
Get your family and friends in our local, free 
magazine that covers only positive stories.

 

Submit your 
family and 
friends online

 

goodnewsmags.com/submit-a-story/
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Dreams 
& Divine 
Purpose

Susannah Lance’s 
faith and garage 
became a ray of 
hope in Manchester. 

S USANNAH LANCE stepped onto 
Manchester’s streets with little more than hopes 
and dreams. Having experienced what it was 

like to live with almost nothing, she knew she wanted 
to give back to the community in a meaningful way. 
Then, something miraculous happened. Just four years 
ago, while standing in her garage, she believed she heard 
a voice as clear as day say, “Open your garage.” That 
moment changed everything. 

On any given Saturday morning, the garage behind 
Lance’s house illuminates the neighborhood. Volunteers 
arrive as early as 7:30 a.m. to set up for what has become 
a regular community event in Manchester: God’s Garage. 
Laughter and conversation abound, and the scraping of 
tarps as women of all ages pull items from the garage and 
neatly display them for anyone in need. Many volunteers 
joyfully hang clothes on makeshift racks, and others fold 
clothes and store donations, offering wisdom and humor 
to anyone who will listen. 

By the time 10 a.m. hits, there’s already a line of 
people waiting outside, eager to see what treasures await 
inside God’s Garage. Lance and the volunteers begin 
packing things away at 3 p.m. Even then, Lance and her 
team are constantly thinking ahead, wondering what new 
donations will arrive and how they can continue to serve 
the community. 

By Jeriah Brumfield
Photography by Ashleigh Newnes 

Neatly organized donated clothing on display at God’s Garage, inviting the 
Manchester community to browse and take home what they need. God’s Garage 
is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

➤



Susannah Lance
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When Lance received divine confirmation, she wasn’t 
entirely sure what it meant, but within weeks, her garage 
became a center for charitable donations. One of the things 
that makes God’s Garage special is the melting pot of peo-
ple who come together to make it happen. Donors from all 
over bring clothing, furniture, hygiene products, and even 
kitchen sinks. 

A local retail associate supplies them with hangers, 
while others contribute household goods, canned food, and 
even car parts. Some Saturdays, the carport transforms into 
a lunchroom and permeates with the comforting aroma of 
homemade soup made by a volunteer who enjoys cooking 
for the events.

“I love my God a lot, 
and I know for a fact 
He put me in this 
house for a reason.”

- SUSANNAH LANCE

Susannah Lance, Walter Lynn, Wendy Martin, LaDonna O’Bright,
Rose Crawford, Becky Lefevers, and Kay Holt

➤



Aside from the hustle, there’s always a sense of togeth-
erness, affirmed with a quick prayer before they open the 
garage to the public. Lance spoke with passion about the 
deeper meaning behind her work. 

“I love my God a lot, and I know for a fact He put me 
in this house for a reason,” she said. 

Her home, secured through the Department of Ag-
riculture’s Rural Development program, sits within city 
limits, even though it technically wasn’t supposed to be. 
This was, once again, the divine intervention Lance said 
she needed. 

“I believe God made sure I got this house so I could use 
it for His purpose.” 

You have the power to make a 
real difference by supporting 
God’s Garage. Here are a few 
items to donate: 

• Money
• Any household items you 

don’t need
• Can openers
• Toothbrushes and other  

dental care items
• Lawn care services
• Children’s items

God’s Garage is now in its fourth year and wouldn’t be 
possible without community support. From the women 
who arrive early every Saturday to the donors who drop off 
bags of items throughout the week, it’s clear that this initia-
tive has improved lives and brought people together. 

The garage also has a multilingual element, thanks to 
one of Lance’s volunteers, Wendy, who speaks Spanish. 
With a growing number of Spanish-speaking individuals 
visiting the garage, Wendy’s ability to translate has become 
an added, inclusive bonus. 

“She’s a blessing,” Lance said, smiling. “We’ve had peo-
ple come in who speak only Spanish, and she helps explain 
that everything here is free.” 

Even as she manages God’s Garage, Lance faces her 
own personal battles. She currently lives with two heart 
problems and often pushes through physical discomfort to 
make sure that the garage remains a ray of hope for others. 
The ultimate reward for Lance is the intangible impact it 
makes on people’s lives. 

“I love seeing the joy on someone’s face when they find 
exactly what they’ve been looking for,” she said. 

One time, a woman told her she needed a toaster, and 
just two days later, someone donated one to the garage, and 
Lance was able to give it to her. 

It’s these moments of connection that drive Lance to 
continue her work despite the challenges. God’s Garage 
has transformed not only the lives of those it serves but also 
Lance’s own. 

“If this lasts another 20 years, I’ll thank God for it. And 
if it doesn’t, I’ll still thank Him for the time I had with all 
the wonderful people I’ve met.” GN

Neatly organized donated shoes on display at God’s Garage, inviting the 
Manchester community to browse and take home what they need. God’s 
Garage is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

➤

Wendy Martin proudly showcases the meticulously organized book 
donations at God’s Garage.

➤
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hire, inspire  & thrive.

2081 Hillsboro Boulevard
Manchester, TN - (931) 723-7810
metroindustrialservices.com

TOLL FREE (855) 715-5627

• Temp-to-Hire Staffing
• Direct Hire Placement
• Onboarding Services  
• AND MORE

Because family
is important.

Animal
Health
Clinic

Dr. Jennifer Yates, Dr. Brian Alexander, and Dr. Angie Hawkins

1722 Hillsboro Blvd.  •  Manchester, TN 37355
(931) 728-6633 • www.AnimalHealthVet.com

• Dental Procedures Complete With Digital Dental Radiography 
• Acupuncture • Preventive And Routine Care • Diagnostic Testing 

• Cold Laser Therapy • And Surgical Procedures

$5 OFF
With This Coupon. Expires 12/31/24

 

goodnewsmags.com/subscribe

We want to build stronger communities 
through positive, local stories. We can’t do 
that without your subscriptions. Sign up 
your friends and family online for free.

Give
something
good

16  / /  ISSUE 12 2024 GOOD NEWS MANCHESTER



25 Years Serving Our Community 
&  The Journey Continues!

Access Hope Hotline: (844) 269-4673 
A Christian, volunteer-based hotline available 24/7

806 Clover Lane
Manchester, TN 73755

(931) 723-0380 • victory4families.org 

Adult Counseling • Children Youth Counseling • Marriage & Family Counseling

• Tuff Rib Panel
• PBR Panel
• Watson Wave Panel
• 5V Panel
• Corrugated Panel
• Standing Seam Panels in  
   1", 1.5" & 2"
• Mechanical Seam panels
• Board & Patton Panels
• Metal Shingles

• Perforated Panels in  
  20+ Colors
• Custom Bent Trims
• Roll-Form Standard Trims
• Closures
• Screws For Wood & Metal
• Stock Screws 1" - 3"
• Over Size Screws
• Solar Seasl All
• Colors & Clear

WHAT WE CARRY

We Roll-Form and Manufacture Metal 
Roofing and Supplies, and we service 
all of Middle Tennessee and 
surrounding areas.

WATSON METALS

Over 20 Years Of Quality Service & Experience
Monday thru Friday 7:00 AM - 4:30 PM
238 Interstate Dr., Manchester, TN watsonmetals.comwatsonmetals.com

931-728-8185

(931) 954-0481 
122 McMinnville Hwy

Manchester, TN 37355
Mon.-Fri. 11am-6pm, Sat. 10am-3pm

Curvy ChicCurvy Chic
BoutiqueBoutique

Turn in between Fresh & Clean Car Wash 
& Freedom Automotive.Plus Size Boutique
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Roxanne 
Patton



Leadership 
Through Service

Roxanne Patton leads Manchester 
with heart, history, and service.
By Jeriah Brumfield  // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

A S ROXANNE Springfield Patton strolled 
through the streets of Manchester, she felt 
the warmth of familiarity and a connection to 

the town that influenced her. To those looking from the 
outside in, it was just another afternoon in this small, 
harmonious community. But in Patton’s eyes, it was a 
walk through history — a history interlocked with her 
family’s well-established reputation of tangible leader-
ship, honor, and love for the city of Manchester. 

“Growing up here was great,” Patton recalled. “I 
didn’t know anything else.” 

She grew up in a place where the past and present 
coexist peacefully in spite of the complexities of race 
and community dynamics. 

When Patton steps into a room, her presence is 
magnetic. Not because she chases the spotlight but 
because she carries the kind of leadership that de-
mands respect. She inherited her poised demeanor and 
effortless engagement with anyone she meets from her 
loving family, particularly her grandfather, Sam Nevels, 
a well-known businessman in the community. 

“My grandfather had a cafe,” she shared. “There 
was always a melting pot of people —black, white— it 
didn’t matter. People brought their business to him.” 

Sam Nevels’s cafe, Sam’s Place, was a melting pot 
of unity where the community came together, re-
gardless of color or creed. It was the same cafe where 
Patton learned how to be resilient, build sincere con-
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nections with others, and dedicate herself 
to serving others.

“If you want something, you’ve got to 
work for it,” she said firmly. “Nobody in my 
family sat around waiting to be taken care of.” 

The principle of accountability and 
strong work ethics have guided her 
throughout her life, from her early days 
working in various offices to her eventual 
venture into public service.

Throughout her life, Patton often 
found herself as the only person of 
color in her circles, a situation that 
could have felt isolating. However, she 

embraced it with pride and used it 
as motivation to push herself toward 
excellence — for both her own growth 
and her family’s future. 

Patton’s entrance into public service 
came unexpectedly when she was asked to 
join the Manchester Arts Commission.

“That was probably the first board or 
commission I was on,” she recalled. “I was 
working at an attorney’s office, and they 
asked me to be on that board. I served for 
about five years.” 

In 2008, then-county Mayor David 
Pennington encouraged Patton to run for 

alderman. She was elected and served mul-
tiple terms, even being appointed to fill a 
vacant seat in 2020. 

“I loved it,” she said. “I didn’t have an 
agenda. I just wanted to do what was right 
for the community.” 

Patton’s time as an alderman came 
with several key accomplishments, 
including the purchase of a new fire 
truck to support a growing city and the 
acquisition of land for much-needed 
soccer fields. 

“That field is packed now,” she said 
proudly. “It’s very good for our community.”

“You vote your 
conscience, and as long 
as you’re able to sleep at 

night, you’ve probably 
done the right thing.”

- Roxanne Patton

Roxanne Patton in front of the Coffee County Courthouse on Sept. 6, 2024➤
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“You vote your conscience,” she 
advised. “And as long as you’re able to 
sleep at night, you’ve probably done the 
right thing.”

Leadership has never been about 
titles or recognition for Patton — it’s 
about genuine service to the community 
and honoring the diligent work of those 
who came before her. As she steps into 
the future, a new set of eyes watches her 
closely — not just from council chambers 
or board meetings, but from her own 
family. As she looks into her grandchil-

dren’s eyes, she sees the next generation 
of potential leaders, who look to her as a 
living example of love, strength, tenacity, 
and selflessness. 

As they observe her actions and blaze 
their own paths, they carry with them 
the values of integrity and service that 
have defined their family’s legacy. For 
Patton, the cycle of leadership doesn’t end 
with her — it’s just beginning again in 
the hearts and minds of those who will 
continue to build upon the foundation 
she laid. GN

Throughout her years as an alderman 
and assistant to the county mayor, Patton 
remained persistent and committed to the 
community’s most vulnerable populations 
— its older adults and children. 

“We have to take care of our seniors 
and our children,” she said. 

One of her proudest moments as an 
alderman was securing city funding for the 
Manchester Senior Citizens Center. 

“The county was contributing, but the 
city wasn’t. We got that passed, and it was 
a big accomplishment for me.”

However, it’s not Patton’s profession-
al achievements that define her. She’s 
a nurturer with a servant’s heart who 
cares immensely about the well-being 
of others. She selflessly advocates for 
older adults by working with the Coffee 
County Senior Citizens organization and 
supports the next generation through 
various boards and commissions. Patton’s 
life is centered around creating mean-
ingful community impact and ensuring 
prosperity for everyone.

She serves on several boards, including 
the State Vocational Rehabilitation Board 
and the Southern Middle Tennessee Local 
Workforce Development Board. These 
boards allow her to continue helping oth-
ers, whether by supporting small business-
es or aiding individuals in returning to the 
workforce after an injury. 

“It’s a good feeling to be able to help 
people,” she said simply. “I can talk to 
anybody. I’m always the same, and I try my 
best to treat everybody the same.” 

As Patton reflected on her journey, 
it was clear that her family and life 
experiences have shaped the woman she 
is today. Her contagious authenticity 
and no-nonsense leadership style have 
earned her the respect and admiration 
of her peers and the community.
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AA  dreamdream realized  realized 
becomes a becomes a 

claclasssroom tradition.sroom tradition.

KKIM WATKINSIM WATKINS stood in front of 
her classroom, the old pages of a 

homemade book cradled in her hands. The 
colorful, hand-drawn pictures, carefully 
illustrated with crayons and pencils, 
glistened under the fluorescent lights. Her 
students sat cross-legged at her feet with 
their eyes wide as they earnestly chimed, 
“Read it again, Mrs. Watkins!” It was a 
phrase she had heard for nearly 30 years. 
Each year, new faces and curious minds 
sat fascinated with the cardboard-bound 
story she’d written back in 1994. This book 
was a simple classroom project that, over 

the years, had become a special tradition. 
But for Watkins, it was a dream, tucked 
away, waiting to come to life. And this 
past summer, after 30 years of waiting, that 
dream finally became a reality.

In 1994, at Middle Tennessee State 
University, Watkins was working on her 
master’s degree and enrolled in a class on 
writing in the classroom. One of her final 
projects was to create something she could 
use with her kindergarten students, and 
that’s how “The Wacky Week” was born. 

With crayons, colored pencils, and her 
lifelong passion for art, Watkins wrote 

Kim Watkins turned a simple classroom project 
into a beloved classroom tradition.
By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes



and illustrated the entire book by hand. 
Though it was made of simple materi-
als — cardboard and paper — the story 
soon became a classroom favorite, with 
students often pleading, “Read it again!” 
Those three words were all the encour-
agement Watkins needed to know she 
had created something special.

But the dream of publishing “The 
Wacky Week” faded after a series of 
rejection letters from publishers. Watkins, 
in her 20s at the time, set the book aside, 
disheartened by the experience. Yet, even 
as her career moved forward and she 
taught in various schools, Watkins never 
left the story behind. It had become a part 

of her. With every school transfer and 
every classroom move, she packed the big, 
colorful book and continued reading it to 
her students year after year. 

“The kids’ reactions were always the same,” 
Watkins recalled. “‘Read it again!’ And when 
kids say that, you know the book is a hit.”

Over time, however, “The Wacky 
Week” was consigned to a dusty closet, 
waiting for its moment to resurface. Wat-
kins continued to teach and eventually 
spent the last 12 years helping struggling 
readers, but the book never left her heart. 
Then, last year, when her principal moved 
her to a new classroom, she stumbled 
upon it once more. 

“I saw the book again, and I 
thought, ‘I need to do something with 
this,’” Watkins said. 

The timing was perfect. That summer, 
she learned about a local class on self-pub-
lishing and decided to attend, determined 
to give her book the attention it deserved.

By June 2, Watkins took her first steps 
toward publication. Inspired by local 
authors and motivated by the potential to 
finally bring her story to a wider audience, 
she set to work. 

“I’m very goal-oriented,” she explained. 
“Once I get my mind set on something, 
I’m going to get it done.” 

With a new burst of energy, Watkins 
rewrote sections of “The Wacky Week” to 
bring the story up to date. She removed 
a few outdated elements and refined the 
narrative with help from her family. Her 
daughter-in law, Zoe Watkins, a profes-
sional editor; her son, Noah, an English 
major and editor by trade; and her sister 
and editor, Teresa Cook, lent their talents 
to the project to help her polish the story 
and make it precise.

While Watkins had originally hand-
drawn the illustrations, she decided to use 
Canva — a graphic design platform — to 
create the updated artwork, saving time 
while still retaining the playful, whimsical 
style she envisioned for the book. 

“I love to draw, but Canva made it so 
much easier,” she shared. “It felt like mak-
ing a great big scrapbook of my story.” 

In just a month’s time, Watkins 
transformed her 30-year-old classroom 
project into a self-published book available 
on Amazon. By July Fourth, “The Wacky 
Week” was ready for purchase.

The reception was nothing short 
of thrilling. Within its first week, “The 
Wacky Week” became the No. 1 new 
release in children’s books on Amazon. 

“I couldn’t believe it,” Watkins said, 
still excited by the overwhelming sup-

Kim Watkins shares with her students at College Street Elementary the evolution of her work, describing 
how the book she created years ago (right) transformed into the newly released edition (left).

➤

24  / /  ISSUE 12 2024 GOOD NEWS MANCHESTER



port. “People started sending me pictures 
of their children reading the book, telling 
me how much they loved it.” 

For Watkins, one of the most special 
moments came when a former kindergar-
ten student, now grown, purchased the 
book for her own child. 

“It’s amazing to think that something 
I wrote for her when she was 5 is now 
being read by her own daughter. It’s a 
full circle moment.”

“The Wacky Week” may seem like just 
another children’s book on the surface, but at 
its core, it’s a unique and relatable teaching 
tool. The book introduces children to import-
ant educational concepts — days of the week, 

color words, number words, and rhyming — 
all wrapped up in a fun and engaging story. 
Beyond that, it teaches a valuable moral lesson 
about kindness and inclusion. 

“I’ve always wanted my students to 
not only learn the basics but also learn to 
be empathetic and kind to one another,” 
Watkins explained. “The central theme of 
the book is just that — being kind.”

In the future, Watkins is already 
considering her next project. The success 
of “The Wacky Week” has reignited her 
passion for writing, and she’s eager to 
dive into another book. 

“Summers can get a little boring now 
that my kids are grown,” she laughed. 

“This gave me something meaningful to 
do, and it’s motivated me to keep going.”

From the colorful pages illustrated in 
a master’s class years ago to a published 
book that’s now teaching kindness to a new 
generation of children, “The Wacky Week” 
proves that dreams — no matter how long 
they’re put on hold — can still come true. 
Watkins said she is grateful for the support 
of her family and the readers who have 
embraced her story. 

“This book is a piece of my heart,” she 
said. “And it’s been amazing to finally 
share it with the world.” GN 
 
‘Wacky Week Kim Bolling Watkins’ on Amazon.

Kim Watkins reads her book, “The Wacky Week,” to her students at College Street Elementary.➤
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love your neighbor

Vera Lund holds 
and loves on 
sweet 6-year-
old Charlie.



FINDING 
‘FUR’EVER 
HOMES
Coffee County Humane Society 
advocates for animal equality 
and secures forever homes.

By Jeriah Brumfield  // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

YOUNG VERA Lund held tightly to the 
frayed leash of her new companion — a 

prize from a raffle that would forever change 
her life. Her scrappy mixed dog with tender 
eyes was a confidant who would guide Lund’s 
path for decades. Now, years later, in Coffee 
County, that same feeling of satisfaction re-
mains as Lund navigates the realms of rescu-
ing animals. She believes an animal’s life could 
mean a powerful connection between humans 
and animals — a connection she is fully com-
mitted to building every day. 

After retiring from Rutherford County 
Schools, Lund moved to Coffee County and 
soon began rescuing dogs. As a volunteer, one 
of her many passions was helping the local 
animal control transport dogs to rescues in 
northern states. This experience was so re-
warding for her that it soon consumed her life. 
The sheer number of abandoned 
animals gave her goosebumps. 
How could she turn a blind eye?

Lund shared a testimonial in 
which an older dog had been 

Vera Lund kneels to 
give some love to 
Rita and Fletcher.

➤
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hiding behind a local restaurant. After a res-
cue team member sent it to the veterinarian, 
and the veterinarian cleared it, the dog was 
placed in a foster home. The foster parents, 
who were new to fostering, provided the 
perfect environment for the dog to heal and 
thrive. Their bond was so strong that the 
family continues to visit the dog today, even 
though he has found his forever home.

“The man had not had dogs since he 
was a child, and his wife had never had a 
dog. But they were exactly what he need-
ed and what they needed. It was a perfect 
match. They still come to visit, and he still 
wants to be an only dog.” 

There’s nothing quite like the feeling of 
finding a forever home for a dog who has 
been through so much. But the flip side of 
that coin is the heartbreak of seeing animals 
in need, knowing that we can’t save them all. 

They often find themselves rescuing 
stray animals, and while they still manage 

tions. She collaborates with 
veterinarians to provide 
spay and neuter clinics and 
shares resources like do-
nated food. Joint adoption 

events and networking opportunities also 
help to strengthen these partnerships.

The Coffee County Humane Society 
is on the front lines, advocating for animal 
welfare policies and raising awareness in 
the community. Lund and her team strive 
to promote responsible pet ownership and 
address the issue of overpopulation.

“We hold adoption events at local 
businesses, booths at community events to 
spread the word on spaying and neutering, 
and meet with youth groups to bring aware-
ness on being a responsible pet owner.” 

The spay and neuter clinics have sig-
nificantly reduced the number of stray 
animals in Coffee County, leading to a 
healthier and more peaceful community. 
Partnerships with local veterinarians have 
improved access to affordable veterinary 
care for pet owners, helping to keep more 
animals healthy and out of shelters. 

However, there is still work to be done. 
There is still a shortage of low-cost animal 
clinics. Ongoing education and awareness, 
as well as added special clinics, are neces-
sary to prevent the problem from spiraling 
out of control. Still, Lund remains optimis-
tic about the public’s receptiveness to ani-
mal welfare issues. 

“When you help someone save their 
furry family member, it warms your heart.”

Lund’s biggest concerns for the future 
of animal welfare, both locally and nation-
ally, center around the need for increased 
education and legislative action. She be-
lieves that small, grassroots organizations 
like the Coffee County Humane Society 
can significantly drive change. 

“As our community grows, hopefully, 
individuals and businesses coming into our 
community will bring awareness, new people, 
and fresh ideas to help grow our organization 
and bring more resources to help animals.”

Vera Lund loves on 
Rita, who was found 
on the streets with a 
crushed foot.

➤

to get them into surgery, most times, the 
vet bill is astronomical. The rescue team 
knows they can’t turn them away, but it is 
a constant worry, wondering if they would 
be able to cover the costs. It’s that kind of 
stress that hangs over them all the time.

Lund said the most rewarding part of 
this job is witnessing the transformation of 
a scared, neglected animal into a happy, lov-
ing companion. But it’s also the most heart-
breaking. Every day, they see dogs and cats 
who’ve been abandoned, abused, or simply 
lost. They want to help them all, but their re-
sources are limited. It’s like watching a ship 
sink while you stand on the shore, knowing 
you can’t do anything to stop it. It’s a heavy 
burden to carry. However, the joy of help-
ing someone find their furry family member 
makes the challenges worthwhile.

Over the years, Lund has helped build 
relationships with local veterinarians, shel-
ters, and other animal welfare organiza-
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Happy boy Fletcher, paralyzed from the middle of the spine down, is on the move in his wheelchair. 
Thanks to Vera and the Coffee County Humane Society, Fletcher has found his forever home!

➤

Lund believes it is important to prioritize 
pet wellness and equality for all individuals 
and households, regardless of their financial 
circumstances. She believes that pets can pro-
vide life-changing companionship, emotional 
support, and mental health benefits.

Pet companionship also helps you grow 
closer to your neighbors. According to 
COTA Veterinary’s website, by nurturing and 
tending to pets, we develop a stronger appre-
ciation for the emotions and well-being of all 
living creatures. This same empathy can bleed 
into our interactions with fellow humans, 
making broader impacts on our communities. 

The Coffee County Humane Society is a 
fantastic, all-volunteer organization that relies 

on donations and fundraisers and operates 
independently of the Coffee County govern-
ment.  The humane society serves Tullahoma, 
Manchester, and all of Coffee County. It also 
offers its services to Grundy County, which 
no longer has animal assistance.

Coffee County Humane Society is al-
ways ready to welcome new and younger 
members who enjoy volunteering or pro-
viding temporary homes for animals. Your 
support can make a real difference in these 
animals’ lives. GN

 
If you or someone you know is interested in 
getting involved with the Coffee County Hu-
mane Society, visit www.coffeehumane.org.



love your neighbor

Shanon Stowe➤



FAITH IN 
ACTION
A quiet moment of reflection 
inspired a ministry that now feeds 
hundreds a week in Coffee County.

By Jeriah Brumfield  // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

IN THE summer of 2019, Shanon Stowe, 
a longtime member of Canvas Community 

Church and an active volunteer in the com-
munity, sat quietly in reflection. In that still-
ness, she believes, came a vision from God, as 
clear as day. She was to start a food and out-
reach ministry for her home church, Canvas 
Community Church.

With nerves on edge, Stowe approached 
her pastors, unsure how they would respond 
to her sudden revelation. To her relief, they re-
vealed they had been praying for someone to 
lead an outreach ministry. Stowe’s vision was 
the answer they’d been waiting for — and thus 
began Community Table.

Community Table’s motto is “seeing and 
serving the one right in front of you.” Stowe 
and her team connect with each neighbor 
with dignity and respect because they under-
stand that people often come in their most 
difficult moments. A mother unsure where 
her next meal will come from, 
a family hit by an unexpect-
ed disaster, or a person facing 

Shanon Stowe 
stands outside of the 

Community Table. 

➤
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a health crisis — whatever the situation, 
Community Table meets them with open 
arms and a willing heart.

“We meet people where they are, and 
we love them as they are — no matter what 
that looks like,” Stowe said. 

You can feel that love in Community 
Table’s actions. Volunteers at Community 
Table not only provide food, clothing, di-
apers, and hygiene products, but they also 
take the time to listen, pray, and connect 
with the people they serve. They take their 
service a step further by offering spiritual 
nourishment and spreading hope and love 
in the process.

However, as the world changed in re-
cent years, so did the economy — and, with 
it, the community’s needs. The number of 
families seeking help at Community Table 
rose dramatically, straining resources. 

“Our budget is tighter than ever,” 
Stowe admitted.

Even with the strains, the team at Com-
munity Table has kept the faith. Fully fund-
ed by donations, Community Table contin-
ues to serve thanks to the generosity of local 
businesses, churches, and individuals. But, 
with every passing day, the need for mone-
tary donations, nonperishable food, hygiene 
products, and volunteers only increases. 

“It takes a village to serve hundreds of 
families a week,” Stowe added.

In its early days, the ministry was noth-
ing more than a few tables set up in the back 
hallway of Canvas Church, where food and 
hygiene items awaited local families. 

“We were serving a dozen or so families 
each week,” Stowe recalled.

But as word spread, so did the minis-
try and the community’s needs. Soon, more 
space was required, and they moved into 
a spacious building between Canvas and 
Freddie’s, where Com-
munity Table found its 
footing. They added a 
clothing closet, and on-
the-ground outreach ef-
forts began. Volunteers 

The Community Closet 
Queens — Betty Scott, 

Kay Chenault, and 
Pamela Anderson —

dedicate their time to 
managing and organizing 

the community closet.

➤
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delivered hot meals and 
personal care items di-
rectly to the people.

In November 2023, 
Community Table expe-
rienced another transfor-
mation. After years of handing out prepack-
aged food boxes, Stowe opened a Community 
Market where neighbors could choose their 
own food and hygiene items. The market 
operates on a client-choice system and pairs 
each guest with a personal shopper to guide 
them through the process. By allowing fami-
lies to select what best suits their dietary and 
health needs, the market reduces food waste 
and helps each family walk away with exactly 
what they need.

One of the newest additions to Commu-
nity Table’s services is a diaper partnership, 
which provides parents with 50 diapers per 
child each month. For families struggling to 
make ends meet, this is no small gift. Stowe 
understands firsthand the relief that these 
small acts of kindness can bring.

She shared a powerful testimony from 
one of the families they serve. A single 
mother working full time at a local fast-
food restaurant had been struggling to feed 
her child, who was severely underweight. 

“Because of the food she’s been able to 
get from the market, the child has been able 
to gain weight and become healthier,” she 
said. “As a mother, you want the very best 
for your children and she can now rest eas-
ier knowing that she has the support she 
needs and her child is thriving.”

Stowe said though her heart and vision 
from God drive Community Table’s out-
reach, it’s her village that helps them reach 
new heights. 

“Volunteers are crucial to what we do,” 
she said. “If you come serve, I promise that 
you will not only be a blessing to someone 
else, but you will leave blessed.”

There is always room for more hands 
and hearts of all ages to serve Coffee Coun-
ty. Whether it’s unloading food trucks, 
stocking shelves, sorting clothes, or greet-
ing neighbors, every task is important.

Betty Scott manages 
the front desk at the 

community closet, 
welcoming visitors and 
helping them find what 

they need.

➤

Stowe extended her gratitude to the do-
nors who make the ministry’s work possible. 

“Because our community outreach is 
based on face-to-face interaction, we get 
to see the impact of the program in real 
time,” she explained. “We see their tears 
of relief when they are able to leave with 
bags of groceries and now don’t have to 
worry about whether or not they can feed 
their family this week. We see parents 
smile with joy and relief when they receive 
the diapers they need when money is too 
tight. We experience their grief and their 
joy simultaneously.”

Despite all of the growth Community 
Table has experienced, there is still a sense 
of humility at the center of it all. 

“Right now, we are focused on our mis-
sion to love the one right in front of us every 
day,” she said. “We have grown so much over 
the last few years, and while that is incred-
ible, our heart is to just be present in this 
moment while serving our neighbors well. 
We are grateful to God for sustaining us and 
growing the impact of the ministry over the 
years, and we are excited and prayerful about 
the next season ahead,” she said. 

Though the need is great, so is the impact, 
and it’s abundantly clear that her faith-driv-
en vision spreads hope and love among her 
neighbors here in Coffee County. GN

 
Address: 1936 McArthur St.  
Manchester, TN 37355 
Phone number: (931) 450-4870
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love your neighbor

Fhonda Hatmaker➤



FRIENDSHIP AND 
REAL ESTATE
Fhonda Hatmaker uses the power 
of friendships as a catalyst for 
positive change.

By Jeriah Brumfield  // Photographs submitted by Fhonda Hatmaker

THE CRISP December air brought 
equal chills and joys, carrying the sounds 

of children’s giggles and the joyful melodies 
of a marching band. Coffee County’s annual 
Christmas parade was in full effect, with fes-
tive floats and twinkling lights that captured 
the warmth of the season. On one float, Fhon-
da Hatmaker and her real estate team were the 
perfect vision of community celebration.

Last year, Fhonda and her team celebrat-
ed Halloween at a local trunk-or-treat event 
and dressed as the “Hocus Pocus” witch sisters. 
They even had a designated photographer to 
capture fun moments with the children.

You can feel Fhonda’s presence in how 
she leads — both in business and her person-
al life. Altruism is her greatest strength, and 
it guides her as she gives back and inspires 
others to do the same.

“Growing up in Coffee 
County, you just have pride 
in the community,” Fhon-
da said. “Last year, we sent 
a truck of water to tornado 

Randy and Fhonda 
Hatmaker dressed up 
as Mr. & Mrs. Claus for 

Christmas pictures.

➤

ISSUE 12 2024 / /  37GOOD NEWS MANCHESTER



love your neighbor
expresses her love for 
the community. Be-
tween organizing fund-
raisers for local causes, 
sponsoring youth pro-
grams, and honoring 

teachers with appreciation gifts, she shows 
altruism in every facet of her work. But not 
without sprinkles of fun in between. 

You’ll often catch Fhonda making fun 
TikTok videos with her kids to bring smiles 
to people’s faces.

“Hey, hey, it’s your girl, Fhonda Hat-
maker,” is a common phrase in her videos.

Growing up in Coffee County, Fhon-
da’s mother raised her with a sense of com-
munity responsibility. Fhonda learned that 
success means little if it doesn’t contribute 
to the greater good. This philosophy con-
tinues to influence how she approaches life 
in business and her personal endeavors.

Compassionate, generous, and deter-
mined, Fhonda has always wanted to help 
others. But, like many leaders, she has faced 
her share of personal adversity. Growing up 
with an abusive father and later becoming 
a single mother was difficult, but it gave 
her the courage to rewrite her life’s story. 
Learning to navigate obstacles refined her 
character and led her to make a difference 
in her community.

The same challenges that nearly de-
railed her path instead propelled her rise 
in the business world, where she and Ran-
dy successfully built a real estate team. The 
couple never wanted their business to be 
just a series of transactions. They wanted 
to create a platform for change — and 
they have.

Fhonda uses her resources and influ-
ence to launch community initiatives, sup-
port local charities, advocate for affordable 
housing, and provide opportunities for fu-
ture generations. Randy and Fhonda lead 
their team with the motto: “Selling real es-
tate one friendship at a time.”

“We don’t let our clients go,” Fhonda 
explained. “We have client events. We do a 

day at Granddaddy’s Farm pumpkin patch. 
And then we do a secret egg hunt. Four 
days before Easter, we go to our past cli-
ents who have small children, hide a dozen 
eggs, and put a sign in their yard that says, 
‘You’ve been egged.’”

Fhonda has a remarkable ability to 
bring people together through love and 
determination. She leads with heart. 
Over the years, she has become a promi-
nent figure in Coffee County, known for 
inspiring others to get involved. While 
her real estate business thrives, her part 
as a community advocate truly defines 
her career.

One lesson Fhonda has learned is to 
put “people over property.” Every event 
she participates in reflects the future she 
envisions for Coffee County — one where 
everyone has a role to play, and every con-
tribution matters.

Randy and Fhonda are excited to an-
nounce the opening of their brick-and-
mortar team in the Manchester-Coffee 
County area. They plan to launch monthly 
drives to support causes such as collecting 
dog food, toys for kids, robes and slippers 
for older adults, blankets for homeless indi-
viduals, and food for people lacking access 
to sufficient food. They also raise money for 
holiday turkeys. Their goal is to build a wel-
coming community and organize events 
for everyone to enjoy.

Fhonda’s story reminds us of the pow-
er of altruism and what can happen when 
one person’s love for their neighbors creates 
ripple effects. As she continues her work, 
Coffee County’s future looks bright and 
full of promise.

“When one person gets involved, it 
inspires someone else to get involved, and 
then it’s like a domino effect,” she said. 
“Show up and be part of that community 
— be part of that impact. Make it a good 
experience for the children so that in 15 to 
20 years, when they have their own kids, 
they remember those traditions and bring 
them back.” GN

victims. So, I love when we all come to-
gether and get things done.”

As a child, she learned the importance of 
giving back. Now, as a successful realtor and 
businesswoman, she channels that altruism 
into initiatives that improve the quality of 
life in Coffee County. Events like the an-
nual Christmas parade reflect her business 
goal of creating a brighter, more supportive 
future for the town she calls home.

This year, for Halloween, Fhonda and 
her team dressed as characters from “In-
side Out 2” and spread joy at the local park. 
They handed out candy, took photos with 
children, and made the event truly magical. 
When it comes to Christmas, they never 
hold back. Last year, they donned “Toy 
Story” costumes for the Christmas float, 
which was a huge hit.

“You just want your community to do 
well,” she said. “I never got to go to those pa-
rades or trunk-or-treats. As a child, I’d always 
heard about them in school and longed to go.”

The holiday season is always full of fun 
and excitement. Fhonda and her husband, 
Randy, have even established their own tra-
dition of dressing as Mr. and Mrs. Claus and 
passing out candy canes on Christmas Eve.

Festive Christmas traditions and trunk-
or-treat events are just a few ways Fhonda 

The Hatmaker Homes 
(brokered by eXp Realty) 
team dressed up as “Hocus 
Pocus” characters for the 
2023 Manchester trunk-
or-treat

➤
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The Hatmaker Homes 
(brokered by eXp Realty) 
team dressed up as 
“Inside Out 2” characters 
for the Manchester trunk-
or-treat.



Brenda's 
Beef Stew
Submitted by Brenda Hamilton

1 1/2 lbs. stew beef
1 1/2 c. potatoes, cubed
1/2 c. carrots, sliced
1/2 c. celery, chopped
1/2 c. onion, chopped
1/2 c. green peas
3 T. Worcestershire sauce
3 T. vinegar
3 T. brown sugar
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste
ketchup, to cover
water, to cover

Combine stew beef, potatoes, carrots, celery, onions, 
green peas, Worcestershire sauce, vinegar, brown sugar, 
salt, and pepper in large saucepan or slow cooker. Add 
equal amounts of ketchup and water to cover meat and 
vegetables. Cook until meat and vegetables are tender.

Love your 
    neighbor
I N CHALLENGING times, one of the first ways we often think of to 

show we care is through food. For some, it’s a go-to dish of Southern 
comfort food. Soups come to mind when we hear of someone under the 
weather, and freezer meals for the family of a newborn are a welcomed 
sight. And nothing says I’m thinking of you more than your favorite des-
sert — the kind you never make for yourself.

No matter what’s prompting you to love your neighbor, these recipes 
are sure to spread love and comfort. Each bite serves as a reminder that 
someone’s thinking of us. GN

Submit your recipes to be included in Good News Magazine
and the Exchange Cookbook: www.southernaprons.com



Friendship Bread
Submitted by Cindy Crosslin

1 c. vegetable oil
1 1/2 c. sugar
1 t. vanilla extract
3 lg. eggs
1/2 t. salt
2 t. cinnamon
2 1/2 c. flour
1 1/4 c. milk
1/2 t. baking soda
1 box vanilla instant pudding, 3.4 oz.
1 1/2 t. baking powder
1/3 c. black walnuts, chopped, optional

Preheat oven to 325˚. Combine oil, sugar, vanilla, eggs, 
salt, and cinnamon in a large bowl. Add flour, milk, soda, 
pudding, baking powder, and walnuts. Mix well. Grease 2 
large loaf pans and sprinkle with a mixture of sugar and 
cinnamon. Pour in bread mixture and sprinkle any leftover 
sugar mixture on top. Bake for 1 hour. Makes 2 loaves.

Jumbo Gift Cookies
Submitted by Jo Liggett

3/4 c. butter
1 c. sugar
2 eggs
1/2 t. vanilla
3 c. AP flour
1 t. baking powder
1/2 t. salt 
3/4 c. butter

In a large mixing bowl, combine butter, sugar, eggs, 
vanilla, flour, baking powder, and salt. For each cookie, 
measure and pat approximately 3/4 cup of dough into a 
greased and floured 8-9" cake pan. You can use any shape 
pan. Bake for 9-10 minutes at 400°. Cool and frost or 
decorate cookies as you like.



INSPIRE
MORE GOOD
Donate or volunteer at your
local charities and nonprofits.

Family Counseling 
Center of Middle 
Tennessee
Providing faith-based profes-
sional counseling services for 
both individuals and families. 
Also sanctions the Access 
Hope Hotline, which has certi-
fied facilitators available 24/7 
to answer calls from adults 
and teens. 
Office: (931) 723-0380
Hotline: (844) 269-4673
www.victory4families.org

Life Choices 
Pregnancy Support 
Center
Offering free pregnancy tests, 
family planning education, and 
confidential support for those 
with an unexpected pregnancy. 
(931) 954-5381
www.lifechoicestn.org

Beauties in Business
Hosting gatherings for female 
small business owners who 
have a desire to share their 
knowledge, build relationships, 
learn from their peers, and grow 
together. 
https://campsite.bio/
beautiesinbusiness

Millennium Repertory 
Company
Encouraging volunteers to 
create, design, direct, build, 
paint, manage, and perform as 
a nonprofit community theater 
organization based at the Man-
chester Arts Center. 
(931) 570-4489
www.millenniumrep.org

B Love Foundation Inc.
Providing under-represent-
ed citizens in transition with 
access to academic, interper-
sonal, athletic, and cultural en-
richment programs; providing 
supportive service resources 
for disengaged youth, adoles-
cents, and adults seeking gain-
ful employment opportunities 
and a sustainable lifestyle. 
(615) 673-4323
www.blovefirst.org

Sportsmen And 
Professional Men Of 
Coffee County Inc.
Giving help and support to the 
community through various 
means. 
(931) 728-5048
Facebook: Sportsmen & Busi-
nessmen’s Charitable Organi-
zation

Friends of 
Old Stone Fort
Supporting park staff in the pro-
tection, preservation, promo-
tion, and enhancement of Old 
Stone Fort State Archeological 
Park as a center of cultural heri-
tage and natural beauty. 
(931) 723-5073
https://friendsofosf.wixsite.
com/friendsofosf

Dream for Weave 
Foundation
Aiming to help athletes 
in Coffee County. 
(931) 409-2215
www.thunder1320.com/
dreamforweave/

Good News Magazine’s 
mission is to build 
stronger communities 
through positive stories. 
We encourage you to 
donate and volunteer 
at local nonprofits to 
spread more good in 
your community.

42  / /  ISSUE 12 2024 GOOD NEWS MANCHESTER



Coffee County 
Humane Society
Promoting the public interest in the general 
welfare and humane treatment of animals 
to prevent suffering, neglect, and abuse. 
(931) 728-0903
www.coffeehumane.org

Dusty Elam Foundation Inc.
Assisting children with disabilities and eco-
nomically disadvantaged children through 
family assistance, scholarships, Christmas 
Angels, and by meeting other community 
needs. 
Facebook: Dusty Elam Foundation

Coffee County Children’s 
Advocacy Center
Providing support and resources for chil-
dren who have experienced abuse or trau-
ma, working closely with law enforcement 
and other agencies to ensure the safety 
and well-being of children. 
(931) 723-8888
www.coffeecountycac.org

Storehouse Food Pantry
Alleviating food insecurity in Manchester 
and surrounding areas. 
(931) 409-6040 
www.storehousefoodpantry.com
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This Space Is 
Reserved For You!
Show Your Support For Local Nonprofit 
Organizations By Sponsoring This Page!

 

Join inspiring local charities and become a part of a movement 
that embodies the true essence of compassion. Not only will 
you have the opportunity to connect with readers on a deep 
and meaningful level, but you will also have the chance to 
uplift your brand in an impactful way. 

Contact me today! 
(931) 408-0714
Amanda@GoodNewsMags.com

Amanda Cox
Publishing Partner
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1. Bryan Smith and Becky Larsh   2. Dawne Kowalski, Gayla Powers, and Rhonda Myers   3. Nick Northcutt and David Bradley   
4. Kallista Foote and Matt Carr   5. Carol Nurse and Jack Siebelaler   6. Angie and LeBron Haggard

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

David Bradley and friends celebrated 
their annual joint birthday bash on 
Nov. 16, with a “Bill Murray” theme, 
raising $3,004 for the Coffee County 
Children’s Advocacy Center.
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G O O D  L I V I N G

David Bradley’s 2024 Birthday Bash Fundraiser - Nov. 16
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3 4

1. Musa Saber   2. Angell Eckert and Gill Eckert
3. Ericka Lusk   4. Vicky Hardiman and Lisa Russell

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

The Coffee County Fairgrounds 
hosted the Fourth Annual 
Mystical Magical Mayhem Craft 
Show by Oliver’s Wood & Fabric 
on Nov. 16. The event featured 
vendors with handcrafted items, 
food, drinks, and interactive 
games with prizes.
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Fourth Annual Mystical Magical Mayhem Craft Show - Nov. 16
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A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S



 

goodnewsmags.com/stories

We want to build stronger communities through 
positive, local stories. We can’t do that without your 
submissions. Submit a story idea, and it could be 
featured in the magazine.

good

Tell us 
something 

S U B M I T  A  S TO R Y



Let Us take the stress off your

Where Down Home Cooking Meets

Southern Hospitality

210 N Irwin St., Manchester • (931) 723-2491 • Open @ 7am Wednesday - Friday • Saturday 8am - 1pm, Sunday 11am - 2pm

Private Parties, Catering Services, Special Order Baked Goods

Holiday Meals


