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Noon Year's Eve
Celebration at
Children’s Discovery
Museum of San Jose

at the Purple Museum by
participating in the “count-
down tonoon across time zones”
with family hugs, performances
from special guest Choo Choo
Soul, and the Museum'’s version
of the famous Ball Drop in Times
Square with tons of confetti.
Museum Ball drops are at 12
p.m. 1 p.m, and 2 p.m. At the
different drops, “shoutouts” are
given to different countries and
what people in those countries
might be doing at that time.
When: Tuesday, December 31,
2024,9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (Ball
drops at12, 1, and 2 p.m.)
Admission: $18 for children
and adults; $16 for seniors;
infants under one & members
are free Tickets: https://www.
cdm.org/event/noon-years-eve/
The Children’s Discovery Mu-
seum of San Jose is located at
180 Woz Way in San Jose.
About Children’s Discovery
Museum of San Jose
Kidslead the way at Children’s
Discovery Museum of San Jose,
exploringand discovering through
open-ended, play-based learn-
ing. More than 150 hands-on
exhibits and programs in sci-
ences, humanities, arts, nature,
and health spark curiosity and
ignite family fun where children
build life skills.

C elebratethearrival of 2025

Peter Pham wins
WWF's 2024

Youth Conservation
Leadership Award

By Ryan Zlatanova
Special to the Times
limate activist Peter Pham of San Jose is
C the recipient of the World Wildlife Fund
- US Youth Conservation Leadership
Award for 2024.

This prestigious award is given annually to
a young conservation leader for outstanding
contributions to the environmental field. It
provides a monetary award as well as access
to a global platform and experts.

The WWF Youth Conservation Leadership
Award which celebrates young environmen-
talleaders across the United States, recognizes
Peter’s contributions with a $5,000 grant to
further his academic and professional devel-
opment. Pham plans to use the monetary por-
tion of the award to pursue a master's degree
in public policy.

Peter Pham is a climate activist, environ-
mental leader, policymaker, and public ser-
vant. Born and raised in San Jose, California,
Pham is a co-founding youth leader and board
member of Silicon Valley Youth Climate Action,

Climate activist Peter Pham of San Jose is the recipient of the World Wildlife Fund — US Youth Conser-

vation Leadership Award for 2024.

a grassroots group dedicated to fighting cli-
mate change through local initiatives. Pham
has served as acommissioner for publiclands,
transportation, and redistricting; aboard mem-
ber for several local environmental organiza-
tions; and a contributor to the development
of microplastic-eating bacteria to aid in com-
batting pollution. He studied public health at
the University of California, Berkeley, and cur-
rently works in clean tech.

Think global, act local

In 2019, Pham was part of a youth group that

took a hard look at the state of climate action
in the US and realized that there is much it can
do to push the needle.

"There is so much attention on the federal
level, but the gridlock in national politics often
means that climate action will be slow at that
level," Pham said.

State and local policy, however, is signifi-
cantly easier to influence. Its impact is often
immediately felt. Not only that but there are
often far fewer people advocating for climate

See PHAM, page 4

San Jose holiday
tradition needs
the spirit of giving
to stay afloat

By Annalise Freimarck
San José Spotlight

ozens of people crowd around hundreds
D of trees wearing Santa hats and reindeer
antlers, hanging ornaments and laugh-
ing. San Jose’s beloved Christmas in the Park is

about to enchant Plaza de Cesar Chavez.
This year, the nonprofit that brings the holi-

Debbie Degutis, Christmas in the Park managing
director, said the nonprofit is relying on some of the
700,000 visitors to consider donating to keep the tra-
dition alive. Photo by Annalise Freimarck.

day joy is asking people to pull out their wallets
to fill a six-figure gap and keep the tradition
alive. Christmas in the Park needs about $100,000
going forward after three key sponsors pulled

out because of the poor economy. The funding
gap won't affect the more than 44-year-old tra-
dition this year but could affect next year’s fes-
tivities. The fun begins with the Nov. 29 tree
lighting ceremony in downtown San Jose.

Debbie Degutis, Christmas in the Park man-
aging director, said without the money, staff
won’tbe able to invest in new interactive activ-
ities and upgrades to the older displays to keep
things fresh. Degutis said the event will be back
next year and isn’'t going away, but she’s rely-
ing on the expected 700,000 visitors to come up
with the $100,000 to avoid pinching pennies.

She added the best way the community can
show support is by buying a ticket to the non-
profit’s other event: History Park’s drive-thru
light show. The light show is open through Jan.
1 and offers more than a mile of twinkling lights.
Tickets range from $25 to $30 per car, depend-
ing on the day.

See CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK, page 3
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Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf course
for ONLY. ... $34.00

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million
- Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

Other Amenities:
Tennis - Pickle Ball - Bocce - Pools - Hiking - Billiards
Fine & Casual Dining in our Clubhouse & Bistro
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kw SILICON '
VALLEY

KELLERWILLIAMS.




SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ®m ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Local News

Continued from page 1

“More than ever, we really need the commu-
nity to step up and support the largest com-
munity event in the city,” Degutis told San José
Spotlight.

Christmas in the Parkis free and relies large-
ly on donations, sponsorships and fundraising
to recreate the holiday magic year after year.

Real estate developer Chuck Toeniskoetter
is one of those donors. His companies, includ-
ing real estate and development businesses
and Silver Creek Self Storage, donated $25,000
thisyear. He said as someone who took his four
kids when they were little, he donated because
it's a gem for families.

“They’ve got Santa, they’ve got the Christmas
tree, music — it’s just a happy place to be able
to take your kids,” he told San José Spotlight.

The festivities expand past the holiday cheer
in the heart of downtown, uplifting the area’s
small businesses as hundreds of thousands of
people walk through the bustling streets.

Alex Stettinski, CEO of the San Jose Down-
town Business Association, said the econom-
ic boost during the holiday season is critical
to downtown’s vitality. The area has struggled
to recover from the effects of the COVID-19 pan-
demic which left it saddled with high com-
mercial and office vacancy rates.

Stettinski said the ice skating rink — pro-
vided by the downtown association next to the
Signia Hotel — along with Christmas in the
Park transform the city’s core.

“All these (events) that we have throughout
the year are absolutely crucial to keep driving
people and visitors into downtown to frequent
our businesses,” he told San José Spotlight. “It
absolutely has an immediate impact on the

EXTREME

Christmas in the Park needs to fill a $100,000 gap
to avoid pinching pennies for next year’s festivi-
ties. Photo by Annalise Freimarck.

vitality of our business economy.”

The heart of the tradition, however, is the
joy it brings to people every year, from the
sugary hot chocolate topped with copious
amounts of whipped cream to the 600 trees
organizations and families who decorate
between holiday displays.

San Jose resident Erin McCarthy has been
coming to the event since she was a child. She
takes her nieces and nephews each year and
participated in decorating a tree this year for
Orchard Middle School, where she teaches. She
wants to continue doing it for years to come.

“Some traditions are just the bedrock of soci-
ety,” she told San José Spotlight. “They give
people a sense of belonging, being part of some-
thing that’s bigger than themselves.”

Degutis has also been coming since she was
a child, when she and her parents made it a
tradition to volunteer at the information booth
on Christmas Eve. She has about 20 years of
photos with Santa as an adult and wants that
magic to stick around.

“Things in life really aren’t free, and if we
treasure something, we need to take care of
it,” she said. “So I'm hoping people will help
take care of Christmas in the Park.”

WEATHER

Beware. Be ready.

BE FLOOD SAFE.

FREE Sandbags

Your Flood Risk

For Alerts
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The Firebird

January 25 & 26, 2025 f
At the California Theatre

With music as enchanting and
lavishly colorful as the title
character, The Firebird is the
perfect way to celebrate the new
year.

This suite comes from the 1910
ballet that launched Stravinsky's
international career. Opening the
program is Sibelius’ most-famous
composition, Finlandia, evoking
the struggles of his native
homeland with equal parts
ominousness, pride, and festivity.
Brahms' Variations on a Theme

by Haydn is one of the famed &
Romantic composer’s most _
popular works. Argentinian
conductor Carlos Vieu brings
Sonia Possetti’s spirited
Bullanguera from his homeland
to complete this program. X
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New Year’s Sale!
Choose three or more
concerts and subscribe to
enjoy waived handling fees.
Call us today at 408-286-2600
to know more about this offer!

www.symphonysanjose.org
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Valley Water

Your Flood Protection Partner

valleywater.org/floodready
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Pham

Continued from page 1

action on the local scale. In this
gap, Pham and his peers saw an
opportunity to harness the
groundswell of youth energy for
climate action and create some-
thing tangible in the shape of Sil-
icon Valley Youth Climate Action.

"We identified a need, found our
niche, and created a strategy,"
Pham said.

Since its conception, Silicon Val-
ley Youth Climate Action has
grown from an advocacy group to
an established non-profit organi-
zation with several staff members.
Ithas already made waves by con-
tributing to:

¢ Establishing new building stan-
dards for the city that make con-
struction more sustainable and
efficient and reduce the demand
for fossil fuels;

* Legislation to create more clean
water infrastructure in schools;

¢ Establishing state penalties for
offshore oil spills to protect marine
wildlife;

¢ Improving forest management
and wildfire preparedness in the
state;

e Channeling $2 million in fund-
ing for climate-focused curricula
in schools;

¢ And over 25 other state bills

"There is so much attention on the federal level, but the gridlock in national
politics often means that climate action will be slow at that level," said Peter
Pham. Photo courtesy of Peter Pham

that impact more than 39.5 mil-
lion Californians.

Pham emphasizes that there are
myriad connections between fight-
ing climate change and protecting
nature from destruction and bio-
diversity loss. His advocacy has
extended to helping protect key
areas like California's Coyote Val-

ley and boosting urban reforesta-
tion in San Jose.

“I envision a future where kids
like me don't have to step away
from enjoying life to solve exis-
tential crises.”

The journey to leadership

Pham described the path that
led him to become a conservation

leader as "a gradual awakening"
that ended with "a eureka
moment." He comes from a fami-
ly of Vietnamese immigrants who
fled political turmoil and avoided
engaging in politics because they
came from a place where it was
life-threatening to participate. As
a student, Pham made an impres-
sion on one of his educators who
asked him if he had ever consid-
ered running for office. He refers
to that moment as "planting the
seed" which was then "nurtured
to life" by others around him who
encouraged him to find his voice
and consider ways to be a change-
maker.

The spark that pushed him into
action came from the 2018 Camp
Fire, the deadliest and most
destructive wildfire in California
history. Pham watched his moth-
er struggle with asthma while the
devastation across his home
region threatened the stability his
immigrant parents had worked so
hard for.

"Despite being taught my entire
life to stay out of politics and to
keep my head low, I made a deci-
sion to join and lead in the youth
climate movement because it
became clear that our institutions
were not doing a sufficient job of
stewarding the environment and
humankind," said Pham.
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ACTIVE ADULTS 50+

The Almaden Senior Association Members are a diverse group of enthusiastic
active adults 50+ who enjoy new learning opportunities, new experiences, and
new adventures. Join us tod;z_y Meet new peop& and get involved with

classes and programs that will enhance your [ife and open new doors.

Membership in the Almaden Community Center offers opportunities...
+ Exercise Classes for all levels & abilities.

« Lunch events with entertainment run by members of the association.
« Trips to local and not so local places of interest.

Stop by the front desk at the Alimaden Community Center and fill out an
application. Membership is free. Membership includes a copy of our monthly
newsletter and discounts on classes through San Jose PRNS.

Annual Soup Party, Saturday, January 18, 2025, Soup served at noon.
Join us for homemade Chicken Taco, Corn Chowder, Sausage Rice and Pumpkin
Squash soups served with bread and cookies.

$10.00 member and non-member (cash or check only).
Ticket sales starts December 2™ through December 13" then resume January 6"
MWE from 8am-10am in the ACC Lobby.
Call Jeanne for more info 408-425-5723

Please see our newsletter at https://almadenseniors.org then click on Newsletter

for additional events, trips and classes.
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Reading Comprehension Now Eni 0]] g

For Our School-
Year Courses!

Mathematics

ademy

INSPIRE EXPLORE (..HALLEZ

AN AWARD-WINNING

Writing & Grammar

Public Speaking & Debate
Competitive Debate

HSPT Test Prep

Study Skills

Test-Taking Strategies
Visit: SCAASanjose.com

for the complete schedule

LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE
Grades K - 12

(408)839-5905

Social Media: '
Website:  https://almadenseniors.org of camps & classes!
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/almadenseniors / BayAreaParent ™,

HaIIcE
FAM

Almaden Senior Association
at the Almaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120

family favarite
MEMBER

Silver Creek Academy
5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
San Jose, CA 95138




SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 m ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Community News

Reflecting on an
incredible journey

By Arjun Batra

traditions, heritage, and unique abilities,
while fostering mutual respect and under-
standing. This commitment has been a cor-
nerstone of my work, and I am honored to
have culminated my time in office with the

proclamation of Human Rights

smy term on the SanJosé
ACity Council has come to

a close last week, I find
myselfreflecting on the incred-
ible journey we have shared and,
on the community, we have
worked together to strengthen.
Representing District 10 has
been one of the greatest honors
of my life.

From the beginning of my
appointment as Councilmem-
ber, I have been deeply com-
mitted to nurturing a San José
that thrives on its diversity—
where everyone feels empow-
ered to celebrate their culture,

District 10
Report

Arjun Batra
Councilmember,
District 10

Day at my final City Council
meeting of December 3, 2024.

This proclamation reflects not
only my dedication to promot-
ing inclusivity and equity but
also on our city's shared values
of dignity, justice, and respect
for all. To highlight these ideals,
we chose to invite organizations
whose far-reaching local work
and impactful policy efforts align
with these principles.

With deepest gratitude for the
opportunity to serve this vibrant
community, I look forward to
continuing to support and
engage with all of you.
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Bloomsters” ==
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San Jose City Councilmember Arjun Batra honored Bloomster's Floral Design located in District 10
as part of the 2nd Annual City of San José Business Appreciation Awards hosted by the Office of
Economic Development. Batra presented Bloomster's Floral Design, which not only creates exquisite
floral arrangements and installations, but also gives back to the community in many ways. Pictured
are (left to right) Kren Rasmussen, owner of Bloomster's, and Councilmember Batra.

The San Jose
Nutcracker

December 14 - 23
at the California Theatre

San Jose's favorite Nutcracker returns
to the beautiful California Theatre in
downtown San Jose, for a truly magical
holiday experience. A collaboration
between New Ballet and Symphony
san Jose, Th.e San Jose Nutc.:rocker is a Daconbot 1423 |
joyful holiday production that CALIFORNIA THEATRE
transports the well-loved story to turn-

of-the-century San Jose, with historical
references that highlight our valley
setting as a birthplace of innovation.

My Very First Nutcracker

An enchanting performance designed
specifically for families with young
children. This unique, shortened
version of the classic ballet is crafted to
captivate our youngest audiences,
making it an ideal first theater
experience for toddlers and young
families alike. Two performances only.
Limited availability.

Tickets start at $25! We offer a group
discount for the purchase of 10 or more
tickets, with a discounted rate of $10 off the
original ticket price. Call Ticket Office at
(408) 286-2600 for more information.

www.symphonysanjose.org

District 10 Leadership

Coalition hosts final
meeting of the year

The District 10 Leadership Coalition met
last month at the Santa Teresa Library for
the final D10-LC meeting of the year. SanJose
Councilmember Arjun Batra was honored to
accept a proclamation, presented by Richard
Crowley in recognition of my last two years

of service on the San Jose City Council.

Scott Sherwood of the Pfeiffer Ranch HOA,
provided an informative presentation about
the Flock license plate reading cameras that
were installed in their neighborhood and
SJPD Captain Donohue was in attendance to
answer questions about the program.

The next D10-LC meeting will be held on
Saturday, March 1, 2025, from 9am to 12pm
at the Almaden Community Center.

For more information and to get involved,
visitthe D10-LC website atwww.S]d10lead-
ership.org.

Cambodian American Studies Conference

January 31 - February 1, 2025 | 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Santa Clara County Office of Education

1290 Ridder Park Drive, San Jose, CA 95131

The Cambodian American Studies Model Curriculum will incorporate diverse perspectives on the
Cambodian genocide, including survivor testimonies, to ensure high-quality educational materials.
Following the passage of Assembly Bill 167 in 2021, which amended California Education Code
sections regarding the Cambodian genocide, the California Department of Education is
collaborating with county offices to develop this curriculum. Feedback from researchers,
community partners, and Cambodian ancestry community members prompted the model
curriculum team to expand its focus to include Cambodian American experiences beyond the
genocide, resulting in the curriculum's renaming. The final content will encompass the histories,
cultures, and heritages of Cambodian American communities.

This conference will assist educators by:
1. Introducing the CASMC curriculum to K-12 educators

2. Connecting educators with community members and cultural practices
3. Offering immersive cultural experiences
Register at : https://sccoe.to/CambodianAmericanStudiesConference

For questions, please contact: Kristina Ravo, Coordinator History-Social Science and Civic
Engagement at kravo@sccoe.org - (408) 453-4354
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Children's Discovery
Museum of San Jose
to host El Dia de los
Tres Reyes Magos
cultural event

of San Jose will host its 27th

annual El Dia de los Tres
Reyes Magos cultural event on Jan-
uary 11, 2025 from 9:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

Special programming starts at
11 am.- 3 p.m.

The celebration will feature art
activities, tortilla making, Rosca
de Reyes tasting, photo opportu-
nities with the Three Kings, ball-
room dancing with Studio M, and
lively folklérico dance perform-
ances and instruction from local
dance groups Los Lupefios Juve-

C hildren’s Discovery Museum

nil, Brenda Lopez Folklorico Group,
and El Grito de La Cultura.
Attendees are encouraged to per-
form their talents at our open mic
event. Miss World America 2024,
Athenna Crosby, who is a San Jose

native and proud Latina-Ameri-
can, will host an engaging bilin-
gual storytime about the Tres
Reyes for attendees.

The Diadelos Tres Reyes Magos
event was originally conceived and

designed in partnership with an
advisory board composed oflocal
leaders from the Latino commu-
nity. Twenty-seven years later, it
has become a much anticipated
and popular program, and the

$1,788,000
1028 Mcfarland Ave., Pacific Grove
3 Beds 2 Baths 1,788 Sq.Ft.

Call for your
Private Showing

Welcome to this beautifully updated single-level home in the heart of
Pacific Grove.Offering 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, and plenty of modern
upgrades, this move-in ready home is perfect for those looking to enjoy
the relaxed coastal lifestyle. You'll Love this Freshly Remodeled home:
Everything has been done for you, from brand-new windows and sleek
kitchen and bath updates to stylish luxury vinyl plank floors throughout.
Bright & Modern: Enjoy recessed lighting and a new furnace to keep
things cozy year-round. Plus, a tankless water heater means endless hot
water on demand. The open layout maximizes space and light, creating
a welcoming atmosphere throughout.

Annette Boggs
REALTOR®/ FOUNDER
831-601-5800

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
DRE # 01317801

$1,575,000
5041 Sunset Vista Dr., Seaside Highlands
4 Beds 2.5 Baths 3,399 Sq.Ft.

Call for your
Private Showing

This stunning home in Seaside Highlands is a true gem! With its warm
colors and corner lot, you'll enjoy the largest outdoor space in the sub-
division at 13,900 sq. ft. perfect for entertaining. The yard features
numerous fruit trees, including apple, pear, lemon, apricot, peach, and
fig, providing a delightful, fresh harvest. Inside, the main floor boasts
gorgeous travertine flooring and plenty of windows that fill the space
with natural light. The layout includes 4 spacious bedrooms and 2.5
bathrooms, with the primary bedroom conveniently located down-
stairs. The dining room area is sure to hold the entire family and
friends at the dinner table. Plus, there are two dedicated office spaces
for all your work-from-home needs. With low HOA fees and RV
parking, this home offers both comfort and convenience. Don't miss
out on this perfect blend of indoor and outdoor living!

/B Above
and Beyond
www.aboveandbeyondca.com

REAL ESTATE

Museum is thrilled to continue this
joyful tradition.

“We believe it is important to
create programs where people
from all backgrounds can explore
the rich customs and traditions
thatrepresent the diverse cultures
in Silicon Valley,” said Jéssica Tor-
res, Director of Education and Pro-
grams at the Museum. “It’s criti-
cal that children and families see
themselves and their culture rep-
resented in the community and in
community organizations such as
ours.”

About El Dia de los Tres Reyes
Magos

The Three Kings (or Epiphany -
the Feast of the Three Kings) is
widely celebrated by many cul-
tures around the world and is
observed in many Spanish-speak-
ing countries. The holiday cele-
brates the three kings’ arrival in
Bethlehem with gifts for the baby
Jesus. Our program brings to life
these rich traditions of family gath-
erings, gift giving, music, dance,
and art activities.

Admission: $18 for children and
adults; $16 for seniors; infants
under one & members are free.
Tickets: https://www.cdm.org/
event/el-dia-de-los-tres-reyes-
magos

About Children’s Discovery
Museum of San Jose

Kids lead the way at Children’s
Discovery Museum of San Jose,
exploring and discovering through
open-ended, play-based learning.
More than 150 hands-on exhibits
and programs in sciences, human-
ities, arts, nature, and health spark
curiosity and ignite family fun
where children build life skills in
creative and critical thinking, prob-
lem solving, and confidence. The
nonprofit celebrates people and
diverse cultures, creates authen-
tic connections, and builds global
understanding.

For more information aboutthe
Museum, visit www.cdm.org
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TECH JARGON OF THE WEEK

Responsible Al

By Shubi Asthana
ave you ever stumbled
H into a conversation
where everyone is

speaking around this “techie”
word - and even after you've broken in, it is
difficult to understand the unfamiliar jargon
and acronyms? Well, there’s no need to sweat
it. Let me teach you the meaning of some com-
monly used tech words:

Responsible Al

The increasing use of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) has sparked public interest in how best
to responsibly embrace - and regulate - path-
breaking technologies. Citizens want to under-
stand how Al can reshape industries, replace
jobs and ethical considerations that are going
onin Al development. In short, whatis respon-
sible Al and how is it being implemented.

Responsible Alisa set of principles and nor-
mative declarations used to document and
regulate how artificial intelligence systems
should be developed, deployed, and governed
to comply with ethics and laws. In other words,
organizations attempting to deploy Al mod-
els responsibly first build a framework with
pre-defined principles, ethics, and rules to gov-
ern Al

Today, the models and data that they are
trained on are far from perfect. They may intro-
duce intended and unintended negative out-
comes. Often, the data sets used to train
machine learning (ML) models introduce bias

into Al This is caused by either incomplete or
faulty data, or by the biases of those training
the ML model. When an Al program is biased,
it can end up negatively affecting or hurting
humans -- such as unjustly declining applica-
tions for financial loans or, in healthcare, inac-
curately diagnosing a patent.

Responsible Al frameworks aim at mitigat-
ing or eliminating the risks and dangers
machine learning poses. For this, companies
should make their models transparent, fair,
secure, and reliable, to say the least. At a base
level, responsible Al should be built around
development standards that focus on the prin-
ciples for responsible Al design. As these prin-
ciples differ per organization, each one should
be carefully considered. Al should be built with
resources according to a company-wide devel-
opment standard that mandates the use of the
following:

» Shared code repositories.

» Approved model architectures.

 Sanctioned variables.

« Established bias testing methodologies to
help determine the validity of tests for Al sys-
tems.

« Stability standards for active machine learn-
ing models to ensure Al programming works
as intended.

Al'models should be built with concrete goals
that focus on building a model in a safe, trust-
worthy, and ethical way.

About the Author

Do you enjoy reading this column? Send in
your comments or feedback to the author at
shub.saxen@gmail.com. Shubhi Asthana works
as aResearch Senior Software Engineer at the
IBM Almaden Research Center, San Jose.
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Muscle relaxation
Relieve systemic tension and stress
Relieve fatigue and soreness

MASSAGE

Phone: 669-300-6133
Book online: footprintmassage.com
2003 Story Road, Ste. 800, San Jose

Grand
opening

Nice !

The benefits of massage are varied and far-
reaching. As an accepted part of many
physical rehabilitation programs, massage
therapy has also proven beneficial for many
chronic conditions, including low back pain,
arthritis, bursitis, fatigue, high blood pressure, '
diabetes, immunity supression, infertility,
smoking cessation, depression, and more.
And, as many millions will attest, massage
also helps relieve the stress and tension. We
have a professional female/male masseur to
solve your physical confusion for you. )

v,
b Thanksgiving
‘Z Christmas
| $5 Discount
for any item
Full body deep Free hot stone Deep Tissue Deep Foot \
massage Swedish Massage ~ massage massage

Almaden Senior Association

ANNUAL
Soup Party

Saturday, January 18, 2025
12:00 pm- 2:00 pm (soup served at noon)
$10.00 Member & non-member
Cash or check only

Join us for homemade Chicken Taco, Corn
Chowder, Sausage Rice, and Pumpkin Sguash
soup served with fresh bread and cookies.

Ticket sales will begin on Monday, January 6th
and every MWF from 8 am-10 am in the lobby of
the Almaden Community Center.

For more information call

Jeanne @ 408 425-5723

arvee
SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

It’s easy & FREE
to get rid of your junk

Environmental Services

S5Jenvironment.org/junkpickup
Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

Help keep our neighborhood clean!
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Times In Memory

Gavin Drucker
09/17/1995 -11/23/2024
Attended Almaden
Country School;
played in Almaden
Little League

Gavin Cunha Drucker passed
away on November 23, 2024,
in San Jose, California.

He is survived by his parents
Douglas Drucker and Gloria

Mr. Peabody's

The Most Powerful Green Cleaning On the Planet

Complete Carpet Cleaning,
Stone Polishing and Repair

(408) 444-9437
Serving Almaden Valley Since 1995

Cunha Drucker, his sister Natal-
ie Drucker, a loving extended
family and many friends. He
will be remembered as a bril-
liant and loving person with
exceptional abilities.

Gavin attended Almaden
Country School, Bellarmine
College Preparatory, and the
University of California, Santa
Barbara for mechanical engi-
neering. He was a playful, joy-
ful, intelligent, curious,
thoughtful and respectful boy.
He was a determined, hard-
working and diligent young
man. He was courageous and
forthright. He loved his fam-
ily, his friends, his classmates
and his teammates. Gavin
loved building things and was
inventive and creative. His
middle school Lego robotics
team was selected to attend
the international competition
in Atlanta, Georgia. Gavin was
abrilliant and amazing schol-
arwholoved learning. He was
exceptional in math and sci-
ence. He was Valedictorian
for his middle school class and
gave the graduation speech.
He was a National Merit Schol-
ar at Bellarmine.

He played in Almaden Lit-
tle League, rowed for the Los
Gatos Rowing Club, and
played Lacrosse for the
Vipers. He was a passionate
and enthusiastic teammate.

He was an amazing son, broth-
er, friend, cousin, grandson,
student, and nephew. Gavin’s
passing creates a tremendous
loss in many lives. Gavin unex-
pectedly passed due to a pul-
monary embolism that led to
cardiac arrest. He loved life
and fought to stay here with
us to the end.

Services were held on Dec.
7th at Holy Spirit Parish.

The family requests no gifts.
Donations can be made to
Hunger At Home.

Mary Louise
DeWitt
Sheehan

5/23/1938 - 11/22/2024
Volunteered at Almaden
Community Center

teaching watercolor

Mary passed away on
11/22/24 peacefully after a
30-year battle with Parkin-
son’s disease. She was born
in New York City to Edward
and Louise DeWitt and grew
up in New Jersey with her lov-
ing parents and brother,
Larry.

After graduating cum laude
from Marywood University in
Pennsylvania, Mary volun-
teered to teach in Alabama as

partofthe Catholic Lay Apos-
tolate which placed recent col-
lege graduates in the schools
of the Diocese of Mont-
gomery/Mobile.

Afterayear of volunteering
in Alabama, Mary returned
home to teach art in Nutley,
NJ. She was beckoned by the
lure of adventure and head-
ed West with a group of
friends. Mary loved Califor-
niaand decided to remain for
ayear teaching school in San
Bruno. She met her future
husband, Peter, at a church
dance and the Bay Area
became her home. They cel-
ebrated their 60th anniver-
sary in December 2023.

Mary and Peter had three
sons. While raising three ram-
bunctious boys, Mary and a
friend formed Carousel Cre-
ations, a successful craft gift-
ware company. Her designs
and hand-made decorative

objects touched the lives of
many families and created
treasured memories.

Mary was a dedicated vol-
unteer in her community asan
active member of St. Anthony’s
Church and former president
of the Unicorn Thrift Shop. She
volunteered her time at the
Almaden Community Center
teaching watercolor painting
classes. Mary was well-known
at the Community Center as a
playwright who wrote clever
comedies featuring Almaden
seniors.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Peter, sons James (Jen-
nie) of Brooklyn NY, Jeffrey
(Janet) of Santa Rosa CA,
Christopher (Karen) of Char-
lotte, NC, grandchildren Jack,
Emily, Imogen, and George,
sister-in-law Arline DeWitt
(brother Larry deceased),
brother-in-law Wally Shee-
han (Carol), and many rela-
tives and friends.

A memorial mass will be
said at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Churchat20101 McKeanRd.,
San Jose, CA 95120 at a later
date.

Interment will be private.

Contributions can be made
to the Parkinson’s Institute,
675 Almanor Ave., Sunnyvale
CA or St. Anthony’s Church,
20101 McKean Rd., San Jose,
CA 95120.

Drive
home the
savings.

Al Olseen
State Farm Agent
3267 S White Road,
San Jose, CA 95148

Phone: (408) 274-4900
Hours: 9 am — 6 pm
(Lunch 1-2 pm)

Call for competitive
Auto Insurance rates.

Like a good neighbor,

State Farm is there’”
CALL ME TODAY.

o= StateFarm"

RESIDENTIAL AND SMALL BUSINESS PAPER SHREDDING

DROP-OFF SHREDDING SERVICE

‘iﬂ?’l‘(‘ll IT SHRED!
PAPER SHREDDING (4aRD DRIVE

RED DOG

Slilllilﬁ

| PICKS UP

1080 PER BOX
025"

e JUNK L

* OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT
« DOCUMENT PURGES

* PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

www.RE l)l)()(r%lilll‘ D.com

SHREDDING

408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE ¢ 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)
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Times Local News

Senator Cortese wants
California to stop selling
polluting diesel trains to
other countries

By William Bellou
Publisher
tate Senator Dave Cortese (D-Silicon Valley) intro-
S duced a bill that restricts the resale of California
decommissioned diesel trains for continued use on
Dec. 2.

Cortese, who is the chair of the Senate Transportation
Committee, is authoring the bill because Caltrain recent-
ly finalized an agreement to transferits retired diesel fleet
to the municipality of Lima, Peru, following the electrifi-
cation of its network. The fleet includes 90 gallery cars

and 19 diesel locomotives, originally built between 1985
and 1987.

“This is no way to run a railroad by taking the diesel
off California’s carbon footprint then putting it right back
onin Peru. Are we notall fighting to decarbonize the same
air?” asked California State Senator Dave Cortese, Sen-
ate Transportation chair. “As a world leader in decar-
bonization in our transportation sector, we need to lead
on this. We need to be serious about decarbonization
worldwide.”

The majority of greenhouse gas emissions from trans-
portation are carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions resulting
from the combustion of petroleum-based products, like
gasoline and diesel fuel, in internal combustion engines

To make our air cleaner, California has high targets for
reducing our greenhouse gas emissions and is attempt-
ing to meet those targets by investing in trains that emit
fewer greenhouse gas emissions. Generally, this is through
the replacement of locomotives with those which are
either zero-emission, or lower-emission.
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iser Hospital Groundbreaking Ceremony

REAL ESTATE GUIDE

ASHLEY CARROLL

CalRE #01947565

coLbweLL

BANKER OB

-
>

(408) 313-1412

Ashley.Carroll@chnorcal.com
www.AshleyCarrollHomes.com

DEE RAMIREZ

Realtor Lic. #00683945

1]
BIGBLOCK

ALTY

(408) 440-7617

Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

REALTORS: YOUR AD COULD BE HERE! / FR

A groundbreaking ceremony for Kaiser Permanente’s new, state-of-the-art, all-electric hospital recently took place last month
at Hospital Parkway and International Circle. This modern facility will replace the 50-year-old hospital. The ceremony, which
included a blessing dance by the Calpulli Tonalehqueh Aztec Dance Group, marked the beginning of a project that will bring
significant advancements to healthcare in the area. The new hospital, scheduled to open in the fall of 2029, will feature 300

STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE! Call now to
place your ad by phone: (408) 494-7000

A%

private patient rooms, cutting-edge medical technology, and a focus on patient comfort and safety.

7 ‘f;k
4 : f

LEARNING CENTERS

Virtual Tours
Available

1081 Foxworthy Avenue,

' KinderCare

San Jose, CA 95118

- .
(408) 265 7380 KinderCare offers unique, expertly designed eurh{ education prog{czlms
www.Kindercare.com for infants as young as 6 weeks to school-age chidren up to age 12,

which includes preschool and pre-kindergarten programs.
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WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Almaden Times

Serving the community since 1986
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B Almaden Times (
1§

Times Media, Inc.

B Evergreen Times

B Willow Glen Times

Source: University of
North Carolina School
of Media & Journalism

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.LT.
An Equine-Assisted-Learning Program for Women
SELF-CONFIDENCE
RESILIENCE

LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

"It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn
what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net 408-778-3567
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Times Community News

Reid-Hillview Airport first
airport in the US to offer
unleaded fuel for all
general aviation aircraft

Reid-Hillview Airport becomes
firstin country to sell 100-octane

unleaded fuel

By William Bellou
Publisher

Reid-Hillview Airport has become the

first airport in the US to offer unlead-
ed fuel that can be used in all general
aviation aircraft.

After a controversial reportin 2021 arose
about high blood lead levels in children liv-
ing near Reid-Hillview, officials began phas-
ing out leaded fuel at the airport. The study
analyzed 17,000 blood samples taken from
childrenliving around the airport from 2011
to 2020.

Director of County Airports Eric Peterson
said nearly 35 percent of general aviation air-
craft in the country cannot use the lower-
octane unleaded fuel. Lead concerns also
have been ahot-button issue contributing to
whether or not the county might close the
airport in future years.

“Offering G100UL to our airport users has
been years in the making,” Peterson said.
“This fueling alternative positions RHV as
the firstairportin the nation to offer unlead-
ed aviation fuel for the entire general avia-
tion community and we are pretty excited

The offer ensures that every piston-powered
plane can refuel with unleaded aviation gas. Photo
courtesy of Ried-Hillview

about that.”

The new fuel averages $7 per gallon for full-
service fuel delivery. Fueling hours at Reid-
Hillview Airportare from 9 am.to 5 p.m.every
day of the week. The unleaded fuel is slight-
lyless expensive than 94-octaine leaded fuel.

Peterson said around 125 certificates were
issued last Saturday. Bay Area pilots who
don’tkeep their aircraft at either Santa Clara
County airport were also able to get 25 gal-
lons of the G100UL fuel.

Stephen McHenry, a pilot based at the San
Martin Airport in the southern part of the
county, said the pilots he has heard from are
embracing the additional offer for unleaded
fuel.

A fueling operator at San Martin Airportis
expected to distribute the 100-octane fuel
there as well.

108-289-9442

Total RV Repair Service
Complete Parts Service & Repair

SAN JOSE, CA
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Times

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex
(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in
International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch batteries - Engraving

SPRING SPECIALS!

Gall us for details

LODOK 'Y
FIREESSY

Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!
Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!

Buy/Sell m Mausoleum Crypt for sale

Reflections Mausoleum
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all
transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

* Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior
e Drywall Repairs
¢ Handyman Services

S

408-270-0850

2

Stone replacement & More!
Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

Faith —,
(Painting 2 |

No Shoe is Ever Too 01d!
We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!
30+ Years Experience -
CA. ST. LICX#GSII 686 HOlll’S.
Insured & Bonded .
TEL: (408) 281-7500 Mon-Fri
www.faithpainting.com 9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday

pMo
P &
LIS -]
(»:' :
S : Q
&

¢T1-F\

9:30 am - 4:00 pm
2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 270-0850
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Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

Electrical Contractor

San Jose, CA 95125

1090 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 10

Electrical Contractor
Commercial - Residential
* Custom homes * Remodels * Lighting
* Main Panel upgrades * Car chargers
Over 25 years in business

COMMERCIAL

Lighting and Power Specialists

Telephone: 408.591.3991
email: markhde@yahoo.com

Mark Herriman
Lic. #C10738461

RESIDENTIAL

T/

g A\
‘!‘/‘A\\ N

\

LIVING HOPE
APOSTOLIC
MINISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
Village Square Branch
Library (4001 Ever-
green Village Square
San Jose, CA 95135).
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study”

(Group Study Room)
every Saturday at
12:00pm

OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our community :
and the world with the :
gospel of Jesus Christ. :
OUR MINISTRY: Train- :
ing ministers on how
to use their love for
God to reach those in
need of His love.

OUR PASSION: Trans-
forming lives within
our community with
God’s love.

i Christ. Through wor-
¢ ship, study, fellowship
i and outreach, we strive :
+ to nurture and grow a

: strong faith community
: of believers, a family of
i all ages, where each

i member feels wel-

¢ comed, loved, valued
¢ and empowered to

: serve. Children are

: especially welcomed

i and cherished as an

¢ important part of God's :
i family.

O=

Som1TY

l [\m:rm Islamic Cenler

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
: CENTER (EIC)

i http://www.eicsan-

¢ jose.org

i 2486 Ruby Ave,

: San Jose CA 95148.
i (408) 239-6668

: "As-Salaamu-Alaikum"

i the English meaning is

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN

6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus

¢ "Peace be upon you".
: Q) What is Islam, who
¢ are Muslims, and what :
i is the Quran?

i A)lslam is a faith and

way of life. Islam

! practice Islam.
i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-

latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
¢ (swt) protect you and
3 your family".

¢ Please visit our website :
¢ to learn more. :
: f/:i\\

1

N (&)

: GRACE CHURCH OF

: EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

¢ 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

i Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

: Serving Evergreen for
: over 55 years.

¢ John Goldstein Pastor.
: john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
i better community.

¢ Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,
+ Other classical Instru-
i ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6

: Caring for your child

+ with God’s love and

: affection.

¢ began in the 7th centu- Check our website for

3 ry. People who follow
: Islam are known as

: Muslims. The Quran is
: the Divine book that

+ guides Muslims to

: current activities.

: HOLY SPIRIT

¢ CATHOLIC CHURCH

: Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-
i bers. If you are looking
¢ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

+ invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-
¢ in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guruwhois a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er' completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

i and learning. Sikhism
¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
¢ all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

munity. All are wel-

: come! We are located
¢ at 1200 Redmond

Gface Church & svenue, San Jose, CA

J| of Evergreen : !
: 95120. Mass is cele-
i brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our
+ weekend Mass sched-
: ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
iam,11:30am.and6 :
: p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m. or by

: appointment. Our

¢ Parish Office is open

i Monday - Thursday

: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
¢ and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

: with someone in our

i parish office.

God. iy One
dJufex

: Rab Ik Hai

SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148

i God (praying), earning
¢ aliving by honest

: means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

i with others. Currently
: there are close to one
¢ million Sikhs living in

¢ the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

¢ living around the world.
: Sikhism is the 5th

: largest religion in the

i world. At the Gurd-

: wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome
: all. We pray daily for

i peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

¢ world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

: (food) in our kitchen

i which is open 365

+ days of the year and

i serves complementary
: vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
+ enter our history room

¢ The word Sikh (see-kh) :
i means "disciple” or
+ "student." A Sikh is a

: practitioner of the faith

founded in the 15th :
century by Guru Nanak :

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

: beautiful grounds.

¢ Learn more about us

i and community events
¢ we sponsor by visiting

¢ http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF

: ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

: 5111 San Felipe Rd.,
¢ San Jose, CA 95135
i 408-223-1562.

¢ www.stfrancisofas-

i sisi.com

: or www.stfrancis

i ofassisipreschool.org
: We invite you to join

3 our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

i green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-
¢ sive diverse communi-
i ty striving to serve as
: Disciples of Jesus

: Christ in the footsteps
+ of St. Francis, offering
¢ prayerful and joyful

: liturgies; evangeliza-

: tion, fellowship, and

: service opportunities to
: the community. We

: offer spiritual opportu-
i nities for all ages,

: including children's

: liturgy, dynamic

¢ E.C.H.0 - Jr. High,

¢ IGNITE - High School
: and North Star -Young
i Adult Ministries, along
¢ with small faith com-
i munities and opportu-
: nities to help the poor

on site and walk the

our website;

i and marginalized of

¢ San Jose. Our Pre-

: school is the only

: Catholic Preschool

: offering quality family
: oriented service in the
¢ Evergreen and Silver
i Creek areas. Our

: Chapel, Gathering Hall,

: Parish Office, Mission
: Center, Parish Gift

¢ Shop, Memorial Gar-

: den and Preschool are
: all located at 5111 San
: Felipe Rd. Please come :
i joinustoworshipat i
: one of the following

i times and locations:

i St. Francis of Assisi

¢ Chapel: Saturday

: 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
+ AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
: PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
: Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
¢ Youth Mass

¢ St. Francis of Assisi

: Gathering Hall

¢ Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
i day11:00AM, Igho

: Mass - Second Sunday
i of the month 12:30 PM i
+ Mt. Hamilton Grange -
i 2840 Aborn Road

¢ Sunday 9:30 AM

i The Villages Gated

: Community (Cribari

¢ Auditorium) Sunday

8:15 AM

: For more information,

: please call or visit us at
: the Parish Mission

i Center open M-F 9:00

: AM -12:00 PM; 1:00

i PM - 4:00 PM. Come

¢ join us and share your
i presence with us so

: that together we may

: grow and share our

i gifts to help build God's
¢ Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

¢ THE POINT CHURCH
i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
¢ San Jose, CA 95148
i (408) 270-7646

: English Service:

¢ Sundays at 9:30 &

: 11:00 AM

+ Spanish Service:

: 11:00 AM

: Cambodian Service:
: 11:00 AM

: Cantonese Service:

11:00 AM

: Mandarin Service:

i 11:00AM

¢ Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):

: Every Saturday at 6:30
¢ PM-8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com



Stay Safe & Warm Winter Package |
only $775.00, a value of $380!

Prepare your vehicle for the season with a comprehensive winterization service designed to
ensure safety, efficiency, and reliability during colder months. This package includes:

Engine Oil & Filter Change (up to 5 gts. oil)
Includes Multi-Point Inspection

Coolant System Inspection & Top off

Check for leaks and proper functionality. N
N4

Battery Performance Test
Voltage testing and inspection of connections to prevent cold-weather failures.

Tire Care
Pressure check and adjustment.
Tread inspection for adequate traction in wet conditions.

Heater and Defroster Check
Ensure proper operation for driver comfort and safety.

Wiper Blades and Windshield Inspection
Top off windshield washer fluid.

Brake and Suspension Inspection
Ensure brakes and suspension are winter-ready for maximum safety.

Bonus:
15% off a future service booked within 30 days.

This package provides peace of mind and ensures your car is equipped for the challenges of
winter driving. Would you like to schedule your appointment today?

CALL US TODAY 408-477-2242
www.SOSAUTOREPAIR.com 3519 SAN FELIPE ROAD SAN JOSE, CA. 95135

DISCLAIMER: MOST VEHICLES. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER, PER INVOICE. NO CASH VALUE.
MUST MENTION THIS AD AT TIME OF DROP OFF TO RECEIVE SPECIAL/DISCOUNT. OFFER ENDS 12/31/24
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