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northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service 24/7 Emergency Service     (218) 927-6828(218) 927-6828

Hurry - 
Don’t Delay
Call Today!

Valuable Coupon  Not to be combined with any other offer. 

Gas FurnaceGas Furnace
 Inspection  Inspection 

$$ 779 9 Now is the perfectNow is the perfect
 time to prepare for time to prepare for

 colder months.  colder months. 

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection. 
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected

 breakdowns when you need it the most.  Stay warm and comfortable by addressing 
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.

Get To The Root Of The ProblemGet To The Root Of The ProblemGet To The Root Of The Problem
Call NOW  218-851-9626  

Call Eric at 
218-821-1393
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YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR GOAL

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

WE HAVE 

AMMO

ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

PROPANE AVAILABLE 

including for 
Motor Homes

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 
Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

Carports and Garages

20% 20% offoffUp
 to

Holiday SpecialHoliday SpecialHoliday SpecialHoliday Special
White Cedar White Cedar EZ LOUNGER $1,289.98$1,289.98

LIFT CHAIR $539.98$539.98 Pine Pine BEDROOM FURNITURE ON SALE MATTRESS SALEMATTRESS SALE
QUEEN STARTING AT 

$249.98$249.98
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For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in 
a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel  
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.

Luke 2:11–14

Embrace the Joy of Jesus!Embrace the Joy of Jesus!

Wishing you a joyful Christmas season,Wishing you a joyful Christmas season, The Staff of the 

NewsHopper

Embrace the Joy of Jesus!

Wishing you a joyful Christmas season,

shop clearance items for next 
year, think of buying bath 
and body products for boys 
and girls, hair appliances 
and products, makeup cases 
and purses, backpacks, blue 
tooth speakers, headphones, 
sporting equipment, water 
bottles, coolers, fishing rods 
and warm, new winter vests 
and jackets. Teen gifts can 
be fun or practical – but are 
sorely needed.

“I’m shopping for my 
6-month-old,” a young mother 
explained. “She won’t re-
member her first Christmas, 
but I will.”

The whole community of 
Aitkin County pulls together, 
not to feed the 5,000 but to 
make the season merry for 
500-plus babies, toddlers, 
preschoolers, grade school-
ers and teens. And all their 
parents and guardians as well.

By ANN SCHWARTZ
“If it wasn’t for Operation 

Christmas, my boys wouldn’t 
have a Christmas,” one young 
mother said a few years ago.

She was addressing com-
mittee members who raise 
and distribute about $20,000 
worth of toys and gifts to about 
525 children and youth in Ait-
kin County through Operation 
Christmas.

Families, four at a time, 
were able to shop this past 
week at the 40 Club Con-
vention Center. They could 
choose $40 worth of gifts for 
each child, as well as free 
blankets, mittens, hats, décor 
and stocking stuffers.

“That year, that mother was 
new to the area,” explained 
Tawny Druar, one of the or-
ganizers. She had no tree nor 

presents for her charming 
little boys. “She said she 
was just going to try to make 
gingerbread cookies with her 
boys. Well, she left here with 
presents and decorations and 
we were all in tears,” remem-
bered Druar.

Ann Carlson of McGregor, 
wife of the late Jim Carlson, 
who was incredibly involved 
until he passed a few years 
ago, talks about the effort.

Operation Christmas has 
drop boxes in 22 locations 
around Aitkin County. “All 
were stuffed full this year,” 
said Carlson.

Items are picked up the Fri-
day before the store opens and 
Monday is spent setting up the 
store. Each table is organized 
by age and type, such as teen 
items, sporting items, toddler 

items and so forth. There are 
tables for blankets from Proj-
ect Linus, of homemade hats 
and mittens and decorations.

Families, who preregis-
tered, shop for their young 
ones and then check out. The 
process is orderly, dignified 
and festive.

A back room, as big as the 
main, shop, is stuffed full of 
items with which to replenish 
stock through Thursday after-
noon “A family shopping on 
Thursday afternoon will have 
as good of a selection as one 
who shopped on Tuesday 
morning,” Carlson explained.

Civic clubs and businesses 
also donate much-needed 
cash, which is used to buy 
gifts that are sparse – such as 
for 13-years-olds and older.

“For example, I deposited 
$4,000 today,” said Carlson.

Teen gifts are always in 
short supply. If you want to 

Over 500 children get Christmas through local donations

A view of the Operation Christmas store, all stocked and 
ready for shopping. Ann Schwartz photos

(Left to right) Ann Carlson, Tawny Druar and Crystal Munster-
geiger are fundamental in keeping the wheels of Operation 
Christmas turning in Aitkin County. 

Behind the 
scenes, Oper-
ation Christ-
mas “elves” 
(left to right) 
Chloe and 
Aiden Lang 
keep the 
back-up stock 
sorted.

The The NewsHopperNewsHopper furnished FREE, because of the advertisers. Please let them know you appreciate it. 
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810 2nd Street NW, Aitkin • (218) 928-8103

The  POOL is OPENPOOL is OPEN
8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

POOL is OPEN

Family Pass (up to 6) $25

Daily Pool Pass $7 • Adults
Daily Pool Pass $6 • Children  (under 12)

Let Ruttger's do all the holiday cooking & cleaning! 

Host Your Holidays at Ruttger's Host Your Holidays at Ruttger's 
Visit Ruttgers.com or call 218-678-2885 to book 

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

NEW! 
Pool Punch Card

Purchase 8 Passes,
 Get 2 Free!

Ruttger's Winter Market  at Ruby's on the LakeRuttger's Winter Market  at Ruby's on the LakeRuttger's Winter Market  at Ruby's on the LakeRuttger's Winter Market  at Ruby's on the Lake
Thursday-Saturday 10 a.m.-7 p.m.  •  Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Holiday Hours:Holiday Hours:
CLOSED Dec. 24 & 25 • Sunday, December 29 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Monday, December 30 4-8 p.m.  
New Year's Eve New Year's Eve Tuesday, December 31 4-8 p.m.

    Ruby’s on the LakeRuby’s on the Lake Thursday 4 - 8 p.m.

 Friday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m. • Sunday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

HUNGRY? Stop In for Our Daily Specials:

Thursday: All-You-Can-Eat Broasted ChickenBroasted Chicken
Friday: All-You-Can-Eat Fish FryFish Fry
Saturday: All-You-Can-Eat Flying FlapjacksFlying Flapjacks 
		       8 a.m.- 11 a.m.

Sunday: CrepesCrepes 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Ruby's on the LakeRuby's on the Lake
New Year's Eve Special New Year's Eve Special   

  Surf n' Turf for TwoSurf n' Turf for Two    

  20oz Black Angus Ribeye20oz Black Angus Ribeye

One Pound of Snow Crab LegsOne Pound of Snow Crab Legs   Two Lobster Two Lobster 
TailsTails

Ruby's on the LakeRuby's on the Lake
New Year's Eve Special New Year's Eve Special 

Saturday - Tuesday,  
December 28- 31 •  5-8 p.m.
(Reservations are recommended)

Surf n' Turf for TwoSurf n' Turf for Two  $150

20oz Black Angus Ribeye, grilled to your liking, 
served with Mushroom Bordelaise & Bearnaise Sauce, 
One Pound of Snow Crab Legs, Two Lobster 
Tails, your choice of 
two Soups or Salads with 
choice of Dressing, Bread 
service for two , White 
Cheddar Au gratin Potatoes , 
Grilled Asparagus and 
Assortment of Cheesecakes 

Regular Menu Items Also Available to Order

20% off Minnetonka Slippers,
                Choppers, and Mittens
20% off Christmas PJ’s

30% off Christmas Décor 

Sale Good Dec. 19 - 24 

Free Gift 
Wrap!

Holiday Hours:Holiday Hours:
Monday, Dec. 23 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Tuesday, Dec. 24 8 a.m - 12 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 29 10 a.m.-7p.m. •  Monday, Dec. 30 4-8 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 31 4-8 p.m. • Jan 1 & 2 CLOSED
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 
OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

Capitol. Evans stressed that 
while the Satanic display is a 
challenge to Christian values, 
it should not overshadow the 
true meaning of the holiday 
season. “We’re celebrating 
Christmas next week—and 
then we’re on our way to 
Easter. Never forget that Jesus 
took on flesh so that through 
death He might render Satan 
powerless,” Evans stated, ref-
erencing Hebrews 2:14. “The 
reality is that in the contest 
between Jesus and Satan, 
Jesus always wins.”

Evans emphasized their 
belief in the supremacy of 
Christian teachings over what 
they described as “idols” and 
“paper mâché” representa-
tions. “This pathetic attempt 
to draw glory to man cannot 
stand against the glory of 
God,” Evans declared, urging 
Christians not to be intimidat-
ed by the display. “Idols are 
weak and powerless—they 
will fall.”

Evans concluded  with 
a message of compassion, 
urging attendees to pray for 
those who have dedicated 
themselves to ideologies they 
see as contrary to Christian 
teachings. “Though God 
laughs at the foolishness of 
rebellious and ignorant men, 
we also know that He loves to 
save them through His Son,” 
Evans said. “So, pray for the 
Satanists and all those who 
have consecrated themselves 
to the idols of our age, that 

they might come to know 
Jesus and the ‘good news of 
great joy’ of His coming.”

State Rep. Ben Davis, 
R-Mission Township, strongly 
condemned a satanic display 
that has been erected at the 
Minnesota State Capitol.

Davis called the display 
“absolute evil wickedness” 
and said he hopes it will be 
removed.

“I condemn this vulgar 
display because it grieves my 
soul,” Davis said. “Just be-
cause you can do something 
doesn’t mean you should. 
They have a First Amendment 
right to do put up this display, 
and I have a First Amendment 
right to speak against it.

“I’m praying for the peo-
ple who erected this satanic 
display to come to Jesus. The 
Bible says, ‘bless those who 
curse you’ and I’d say that ap-
plies here. This exhibit serves 
as an ode to evil during the 
Christmas season.”

Davis, a pastor by trade, is 
an ardent freedom of religion 
supporter. Earlier this year, he 
adamantly opposed House 
Democrat actions he said 
placed the state’s view over 
people’s religious beliefs. This 
issue, he said, cuts differently.

“This almost looks like 
a ploy intended to cause 
such massive backlash that 
the state just throws up its 
hands and bans religious 
displays of any kind at the 
Capitol – nativity scene and 

all,” Davis said. “It would be 
incredibly unfortunate for 
that to happen, with the state 
choosing the same godless 
path Satan himself would 
lead us down. That is the last 
thing we want.”

House Republicans re-
cently sent a letter to Capitol 
officials demanding that the 
satanist display be “removed 
or relocated to a less prom-
inent position within the 
Capitol.”

“I realize House members 
have no jurisdiction over 
displays in the Capitol and 
the permitting process that’s 
involved,” Davis said. “That 
said, there are questions that 
need to be asked. As you 
study history, Satan is a vul-
gar enemy to humanity and 
especially children. Look no 
further than the child sacri-
fices committed throughout 
history in his many names. 
Satanic temples today are de-
claring abortions as a sacred 
religious ritual. And now a 
shrine honoring him has been 
placed in our blessed Capitol. 
I’m all for religious freedom, 
but this is pure evil.”

A somewhat similar issue 
has arisen in Iowa, where the 
state recently canceled an 
event the Satanic Temple of 
Iowa scheduled for the Cap-
itol building in Des Moines. 
Reports indicate that decision 
was linked to concern for el-
ements of the event deemed 
harmful to minors.

The Minnesota Family 
Council (MFC) scheduled a 
rally to be held on the steps of 
the Minnesota State Capitol 
on Wednesday, December 
18, featuring caroling, prayer, 
and a message of religious 
resolve, following the re-
cent installation of a Satanic 
display at the Capitol. The 
display, which was erected 
by a group named the Min-

nesota Satanists has drawn 
sharp criticism from  across 
the state.

Jeff Evans, CEO of the Min-
nesota Family Council, con-
demned the Satanic display 
while urging for a reaffir-
mation of Christian values 
in the public sphere. “Local 
Satanists have put up a Sa-
tanic ‘holiday’ display at our 
state Capitol,” Evans said in 

a statement. “Although many 
latter-day Satanists don’t ac-
tually believe in Satan, they 
keep reminding us that Satan 
the Deceiver really exists. In 
fact, Satan played a huge part 
in the Christmas story. King 
Herod, inspired by Satan, was 
so intimidated by the prophe-
sied birth of Christ that he set 
out to destroy Him by killing 
countless children.”

Evans connected the his-
torical story of King Herod’s 
actions to contemporary 
concerns, particularly re-
garding issues like abortion 
and gender ideology. “Does 
that story sound familiar?” 
he asked. “We’ve been living 
it the last two years here in 
Minnesota. Satan continues 
to deceive rulers and nations, 
lie to women, and profane 
the image of God through 
abortion, trans ideology, and 
other deceits.”

The rally, which included 
attendees singing Christmas 
carols and offering prayers, 
was organized in response 
to what the MFC views as 
an inappropriate display of 
religious expression at the 

Minnesota Family Council rally amid Capitol satanic display controversy

Minnesota Satanists display at the Minnesota State Capitol.
	 Facebook photo
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Hoppers Helper’s Service DirectoryHoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Painting & Powerwashing

STEVES PAINTING and POWERWASHING LLC Your 
interior Specialist.  Interior • Exterior • Pre-finish  
Book today 218-546-8130 Family owned for over 30 years

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w09/ 2025

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

LEGAL NOTICE LEGAL NOTICE Spread
Your 
Message
with an
ad in the 
NewsHopperNewsHopper
hopper@crosbyironton.net

More Obituaries on Page 4

Insurance

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

w05/2025

  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

(Published in NewsHopper
 Saturday, December 21, 2024)

BAY LAKE TOWNSHIP ORDER SETTING 
FORTH INITIAL DESCRIPTIONS
 AND SETTING HEARING DATE  

WHEREAS, Bay Lake Township Board was presented 
a petition requesting the vacation of Pine Street within the 
Plat of Bay Lake Shores;

WHEREAS, on October 8, 2024 the petition was brought 
under Minnesota Statute (Minn. Stat.) § 164.07 in which 
Robert Sponsel and Dane Anderson request that Bay Lake

Township vacate the following road:
Pine Street within the Plat of Bay Lake Shores,

 as shown in Exhibit A
WHEREAS, the Petition contained a description of the 

platted street to be vacated and the names of the owners 
over which the street passes; and

WHEREAS, under Minn. Stat. § 164.07, Subdivision 
(Subd.) 2, this Town Board resolves to describe the street 
to be vacated, the two (2) tracts of land through which the 
street passes, as well as setting the time and place and 
location for a hearing pursuant to the petition;
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that:

1. The affected property owners are Robert Sponsel and 
Dane Anderson (i.e., the property owners through whose 
property the street passes) as well as William B. Ramsay 
and Donna Ramsay, Bruce Ravensborg, David A. Ness 
and Nancy L. Ness, the Peterson Lake Cabin Revocable 
Trust, and Scott L. Burns and Patty M. Burns (i.e., the 
property owners of inland lots within the Plat of Bay Lake 
Shores).

2. A public hearing shall take place to examine the 
street, receive public comment, consider the proposed ac-
tion, and make a determination on the petition at 2 p.m. 
on January 7, 2025, located at the Bay Lake Township Hall 
building (12861 County Rd 10, Deerwood, MN  56444).

3. Petitioners shall personally serve Robert Sponsel and 
Dane Anderson, as well as William B. Ramsay and Donna 
Ramsay, Bruce Ravensborg, David A. Ness and Nancy L. 
Ness, the Peterson Lake Cabin Revocable Trust, and Scott 
L. Burns and Patty M. Burns, with this Notice at least ten 
(10) days prior to the Hearing Date.

4. Petitioners shall cause this Notice to be posted on the 
described property, nearest the current road, for at least ten 
(10) days prior to the Hearing Date.

5. Petitioners shall serve this Notice of Order and Order 
upon the commissioner of natural resources at least sixty 
(60) days prior to the Hearing Date.

6. Per Minn. Stat.§ 164.07, Subd. 2, a landowner is en-
titled to judicial review of damages, need, and purpose un-
der Subd. 7 following a determination to establish or alter 
a road.

Dated this 25th day of October, 2024
CAROL PUNDT, Clerk for  Bay Lake

baylaketown@gmail.com
218-678-3256

MooseMoose
Homemade Pizza Homemade Pizza 

Thurs., Jan. 2 & 16Thurs., Jan. 2 & 16
(1st & 3rd Thursday)(1st & 3rd Thursday)
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Wed., Jan. 1 Wed., Jan. 1  

Happy New Year 
— No Scheduled Meal —— No Scheduled Meal —

— Second Friday Meal —  
Fri., Jan. 10 Fri., Jan. 10 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

  Walleye Dinner   We are Closed 
Christmas Day Wed., Jan. 15Wed., Jan. 15

5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Chicken Chow 
Mein Dinner

Wed., Jan. 8 Wed., Jan. 8 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Sloppy Joe Dinner

Wed., Jan. 22 Wed., Jan. 22 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Spaghetti Dinner
Wed., Jan. 29 Wed., Jan. 29 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Super Burgers

Aitkin Moose Lodge
22 4th St. NE, Aitkin
  located 2 blocks north

of the stoplight turn right/ left side 
218-927-2072

Hours: Mon.-Fri. open at 4 p.m., Sat. open at Noon!  

Hall Available for Rent Hall Available for Rent (Seats 225) Weddings, (Seats 225) Weddings, 
Reunions, Graduation & Other EventsReunions, Graduation & Other Events

Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.

Meat RaffleMeat Raffle
Every Saturday Every Saturday 6 p.m. 6 p.m. 

 

OPEN TO MEMBERSHIP & GUESTS
Come and see what the Moose is about!

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/15/2024 North

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.
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www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.

There is no beating around the 
bush today: I strongly condemn 
a satanic display that has been 
erected at the Minnesota State 
Capitol. It is absolute evil wick-
edness that grieves my soul and 
needs to be removed.

Just because you can do some-
thing doesn’t mean you should. 
They have a First Amendment 
right to do put up this display, and 
I have a First Amendment right to 
speak against it.

I’m praying for the people 
who erected this satanic display 
to come to Jesus. The Bible says, 
‘bless those who curse you’ and 
I’d say that applies here. This 
exhibit serves as an ode to evil 
during the Christmas season.

I am an ardent supporter of 
freedom of religion, which is 
woven into the fabric of our state 
and nation. Earlier this year, 
I adamantly opposed House 
Democrat actions which placed 
the state’s view over people’s 

How is it that the management 
of the Hallett Community Center 
can escape accountability by 
disregarding city department 
spending limits and authorize 
and implement a repair of over 
$50,000 towards a seasonal, 
limited use area of their private 
membership facility? 

This council continues to allow 
this community center to operate 
free will. Yet tries, at least in 
appearance, to hold other city 
departments —such as the li-
brary—fiscally accountable. 

And who authorized this cen-

We live in a world of liars and 
cheaters. In a world of Wolves in 
Sheep’s clothing. I’ve had some 
time to contemplate, since this 
election cycle, and I am REALLY 
disgusted with the whole system. 
Liars come in all shapes and siz-
es… all colors, male and female, 
shy and bold. If we think about 
how screwed up all this deception 
has made our political system in 
the last 200 years, wait till we find 
out how screwed up our religious 
system has gotten in the last 2000 
years. Jesus come quickly. 

I am so tired of and disgusted 
with people who say they will 
do or not do something and then 
they don’t follow through with 
what they say. I am truly tired of 

religious beliefs.
That said, this issue regarding 

the satanic display at our Capitol 
cuts differently. It almost looks 
like a ploy intended to cause 
such massive backlash that the 
state just throws up its hands and 
bans religious displays of any kind 
at the Capitol – nativity scene 
and all. It would be incredibly 
unfortunate for that to happen, 
with the state choosing the same 
godless path Satan himself would 
lead us down.

That is the last thing we want.
House Republicans recently 

sent a letter to Capitol officials 
demanding that the satanist dis-
play be “removed or relocated to 
a less prominent position within 
the Capitol.”

I realize House members have 
no jurisdiction over displays in 
the Capitol and the permitting 
process that’s involved. On the 
other hand, there are questions 
that need to be asked. As you 

ter’s general manager to contact 
the Hallett trust to manipulate 
already earmarked building im-
provement funds to pay for repairs 
that benefit only a fraction of the 
centers members? 

Finally, how in good faith 
can this council, at the very 
same meeting, discuss potential 
reprimands against another city 
employee for actions taken out-
side their job description and yet 
not even consider discussing this 
blatant abuse.

 It appears this council hoped 
nobody would notice this in-

people who lead with deception. 
I grew up with a dad that didn’t 
speak much, but when he said 
something, it was Truth and you 
never had to doubt him. I miss 
those days. 

When my kids were little, it was 
the parents that would literally DO 
the science project for the kid and 
then Win the Prize… I used to tell 
my kids, “there are two spirits in 
you, the good spirit/angel that 
sits on your Right shoulder and 
encourages you and give you 
positive thoughts and ideas… then 
there is the bad spirit/angel on the 
left shoulder, the one that tells you 
it’s okay to lie, cheat and deceive 
people… when you hear those 
BAD ideas/thoughts, you flick that 

study history, Satan is a vulgar 
enemy to humanity and especially 
children. Look no further than 
the child sacrifices committed 
throughout history in his many 
names. Satanic temples today are 
declaring abortions as a sacred 
religious ritual. And now a shrine 
honoring him has been placed 
in our blessed Capitol. I’m all 
for religious freedom, but this is 
pure evil.

A somewhat similar issue has 
arisen in Iowa, where the state 
recently canceled an event the 
Satanic Temple of Iowa scheduled 
for the Capitol building in Des 
Moines. Reports indicate that 
decision was linked to concern 
for elements of the event deemed 
harmful to minors.

I’m praying for a swift resolu-
tion that puts an end to this vile 
display at our Capitol and hope 
you will join me.

 Ben Davis,  District 6A
State Representative

fraction or just except that the 
general manager’s excuses and 
the management teams previous 
disregard for policies would 
somehow justify the council taken 
a blind eye. 

Maybe our mayor and sidekick 
council needs to take a refresher 
course on what city policies are 
and why its so important to follow 
them before other department 
heads follow suit and authorize 
purchases such as a much needed 
new roof for the fire department 
or a public works pickup truck.

Chris Ryan, Crosby

little sucker off your shoulder and 
concentrate on what the GOOD/
Right side is telling you.” I Pray 
they still remember this and will 
teach it to their own children 
someday.

We have a New Year coming 
up, a new opportunity to start over 
and do good… Remember the God 
you serve, He sees it all… every 
lie, every deception, everything. 
So, let’s really TRY to speak Truth, 
even if it makes your voice shake.
Be Blessed ~ Seek Truth 

Diane Webb-Skillings, Aitkin

Condemns Capitol satanic display

Crosby City Council’s blatant abuse

New Year’s resolution to contemplate

READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS

JOAN TICHENOR
Joan Tichenor, 93, of Crosby died on December 

16, 2024 at Heartwood Senior Living in Crosby.  
A service is being planned for February.  Arrange-

ments are with the Koop Funeral Home in Crosby.

NEAL RIETVELD
Neal Timothy Rietveld, 63, of 

Deer River, died peacefully on 
Friday, December 13, 2024, at 
Riverwood Health Care Center 
in Aitkin. 

Services to honor Neal’s life 
will be held on Friday, Decem-
ber 20, 2024 at 12 p.m. at Aitkin 
Assembly of God with Pastor 

Andrew Jergenson officiating. 
Visitation will take place from 10 
a.m. until 12 p.m. at the church. 
A graveside service with military 

honors will follow at Pine Ridge Cemetery in Deer 
River at 2:30 p.m. From 3 to 5 p.m., a celebration 
of life gathering will be held at Blueberry Bowl in 
Deer River.

He was born on December 22, 1960, in Saint Paul 
Minnesota to Cornelius and Nancy (Fell) Rietveld.  
A man of deep faith, Neal accepted Jesus into his 
heart and lived with a profound appreciation for 
his relationship with God. Neal proudly served his 
country as a veteran of the United States Army. 
Neal owned and operated Cedar Crafts of Deer 

River. He was an avid outdoorsman who found 
joy and solace in hunting, fishing, and trapping. 
Neal also had a love for antiquing and collecting 
treasures. Neal’s greatest pride and joy were his 
children, Laura Rietveld and Nathan Rietveld. He 
cherished them deeply and held his role as their 
father close to his heart. Known for his infectious 
laugh and warm personality, Neal made countless 
friends over the years and left a lasting impression 
on all who knew him. He will be remembered for his 
kind spirit, unwavering faith, and love for his family.

He will be missed by his children: Laura Rietveld 
and Nathan Rietveld; his father Cornelius (Ruth Ann) 
Rietveld; siblings: Connie (Daniel) Kingsley-Ford, 
Angela (David) Strommer, Ronnie (Jaci) Rietveld, 
Daniel (Roxanne) Rietveld, and Robert (Jessica) Ri-
etveld; and many nieces, nephews, other relatives, 
and dear friends.

Neal is now reunited in heaven with his mother , 
Nancy; stepmother, Gert; and uncles: Jack and Bob. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

ELEANOR AMIDON
Eleanor Louise Amidon, 85, of 

Aitkin, died Tuesday, December 
10, 2024 at her home.

Services were held Thursday, 
December 19, 2024 at 11 a.m. 
in Northwoods Community 
Church, Aitkin with Pastor Wil-
liam Verbeke officiating.  Visi-
tation will be one hour prior to 

the service at the church.  Private Interment will be 
in Bennettville Cemetery.  Memorials are preferred 
to Northwoods Community Church, Aitkin or the 
charity of your choice. 

She was born October 13, 1939 in Edina to 
Thomson and Elsabeth (Findley) Amidon, Jr.  Elea-
nor loved tending to her horses and caring for her 
numerous dogs throughout the years.  She was also 

a plant enthusiast.  Eleanor enjoyed spending time 
at the local nursing homes, visiting with her friends 
and bringing them “special”  gifts.  She was also 
involved in Riverwood Auxiliary.  Church was a very 
important part of Eleanor’s life.

Eleanor is survived by her sons: Craig (Rhonda) 
Tibbetts and Bryan Tibbetts; two grandchildren: 
Caitlin Tibbetts and Kayla (Stephen) Tibbetts-May-
or; and other relatives and friends.

Eleanor was preceded in death by her parents; 
siblings: Thomson Smith Amidon III and Elsabeth 
“Betsy” King.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

JENNIFER SMITH
Jennifer Joy Smith, 39, of 

Aitkin, died unexpectedly on 
Friday, December 13, 2024 in 
Riverwood Health Care Center, 
Aitkin.

Services will be Saturday, 
December 21, 2024 at 11 a.m. 
in The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, Aitkin 

followed by a luncheon. 
She was born April 29, 1985 in Sandpoint, Idaho 

to Kelly and Colleen (Haffner) Smith. Jennifer en-
joyed crafting, genealogical research for both her 

family and others and helping people in general.  
Jennifer loved her dogs, especially Oliver. 

Jennifer is survived by her mother, Colleen Smith; 
sisters, Heather McGowan and Jessica Smith; 
several aunts, uncles, other relatives, friends and 
her dog, Oliver.

Jennifer was preceded in death by her father, 
Kelly Smith.

 A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* —  New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am; 

Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street SW;  
newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10 

& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William 

Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org
Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-

5617 thejourneynorth.com 
Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 

218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory 
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ 
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

 Aitkin (Cedarbrook) —  St. John’s (ELCA) Pastor Sarah 
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John’s Church Road, 
Aitkin.  Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am.  stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 

Sunday each month.
Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 

4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN 

56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm 

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer 

Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S 

Brainerd – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

3rd Sun., 10:30.
Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 

Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  

Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel 

Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.
Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.

com  Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor 
218-692-3682 September 8-Mid-May: Sunday at 8:30am 
& October-Mid-May: Wednesday at 6:15pm

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship 
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. 
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9,  (alternates with 
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30; 
handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30. 
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.
McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 

(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 

Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services 

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Traditional Funerals • Cremation Services
Celebration of Life • Pre-Planning Services  

Jason Brezinsky 

McGregor Funeral Home
& Cremation Services

McGregor, MN
218-768-3136

Directors: www.srtfuneral.comJerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated

Koop Funeral Home
32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director • Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

Over 80 Years of Caring 
Service on the Cuyuna Range 

& Surrounding Areas

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

HURRY!HURRY!
Discounts Discounts 

on Selected on Selected 
Upright Upright 

Monuments!Monuments!

615 Washington St. NE, Brainerd 
(218) 293-5090

SunburstMemorials.com
Helping families love, honor and remember since 1917

MAEVE TRUDEAU
Maeve Eleanor Trudeau, a girl, weighing 9 lbs., 10 ozs., was born December 10, 2024, in 

Aitkin, to Gretchen and Giles Trudeau of Aitkin. 

EDWARD ATWATER
Edward Ray “Eddie” Atwater, 

72, of Emily, died peacefully at 
home on December. 8, 2024.

A Celebration of Life for Eddie 
will be held in the Spring.  

He was born in Crosby on 
July 2,1952, the seventh of nine 
children born to Randle ‘Kelly’ 
and Ruth (Hite) Atwater.  

After graduating from Cros-
by-Ironton High School in 1970, Ed 
enlisted in the U.S. Army, receiving 
his honorable discharge in 1974.  

He married Linda Boelter-Phillips in 1980 and 
worked for the U.S. Postal Service in Minneapolis 
for many years. Ed loved to hunt and fish. He was 
an avid player of pool, horseshoes, and golf.  He 
was a knowledgeable collector of agates and other 
valuable stones – and a sharp-eyed collector of an-
tiques.  He was a talented crafter of jewelry made of 

agates and other non-precious stones and enjoyed 
sharing and selling his jewelry at festivals and flea 
markets.  Ed had a great memory, a quick wit and 
sense of humor. This all enabled him to easily make 
and keep friends wherever he went.  

He is survived by his daughters: Kelli Baker of 
WA, Emily (Sharale) Atwater of Duluth, and daugh-
ter Michelle Atwater of Ashland, WI; son, Michael 
Atwater of Minneapolis; six grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; brothers: Don (Peggy Gates) 
Atwater; Charlie (Andrea) Atwater; and Paul Atwater, 
all of Emily; sisters: Judy Zettervall, Brainerd; Polly 
Balken, Fargo, ND; Elaine Atwater, Cross Lake.  

Preceding Eddie in death are his parents and two 
siblings: infant brother in 1957 and brother Jim 
Atwater in 2015.  

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

SCOTT DEHNING
Scott Wayne Dehning, 63, of 

Merrifield, died unexpectedly 
on December 11, 2024 at his 
home. 

A Memorial service will be 
1:00 p.m. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 21, 2024 at the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Crosby.  
Military honors will be present-

ed by the Myrin-James American 
Legion Post #443 of Ironton.  Vis-
itation will be one hour prior to the 
service at the church on Saturday.

He was born August 12, 1961 in Crosby  to 
Jim and Marlys (Petersen) Dehning. Scott grew 
up in Cuyuna and attended Crosby-Ironton High 
School. After High School, Scott enlisted in the 
United States Navy in 1979, serving for four years 
as a boiler technician. His military training and 
knowledge of heavy equipment helped shape his 
successful career in the industry where he ultimately 
retired as a heavy equipment operator. Following his 
honorable discharge, he returned to Crosby where 
he married his childhood sweetheart, Lynette Kruse, 

in 1983. Together they shared 41 years of love and 
companionship. Scott was a dedicated and active 
member of his community where he retired from the 
Crosby Fire Department after 16 years of service, 
and also worked as an EMT at Cuyuna Regional 
Medical Center. For the last 25 years, Scott was 
known as a handgun permit instructor passing 
on safety and his expertise of firearms to others. 
Beyond his work and devotion for firearm safety, 
Scott was passionate about many things including 
trucks, and Harleys. He loved to drive fast and take 
chances. Above all, he treasured his family and 
friends. His larger than life presence and generous 
spirit will be deeply missed.

Scott is survived by his loving wife, Lynette; 
daughter, Paula (Jason) Kovatovich; son, Nicholas; 
grandchildren; Abby and Brody; brothers; Kevin 
(Diane) and Kurt (Kelly), as well as many nieces, 
nephews, cousins and dear friends.

Preceding Scott in death are his parents.
Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 

of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

JAMES GRIMES
James Grimes of Crosby, 81, 

died on December 8, 2024.  
Funeral services will be held 

at 11a.m. on Friday, December 
27, 2024 at St. James Catholic 
Church in Aitkin. Military honors 
will be presented by the Myrin-
James American Legion Post 
#443, Ironton. Visitation will 

be one hour prior to the service. 
Memorials are preferred in lieu of 
flowers. 

He was born in Minneapolis to 
Cyril and Marian (McDonough) Grimes on January 
23, 1943. Jim married Jean Tinker/Treakle on July 
22, 1968 in Minneapolis.  He was a Vietnam era 
U.S. Navy veteran. Jim was the retired owner/
operator of the Custom Rubber Stamp Company, 

and was a local organist, pianist and singer for 
several area churches. He wrote several cantatas. 
Commissioned by Heartland Symphony Orchestra, 
he composed “Civil War Memories” with a World 
Premiere performance by the Brainerd Symphony 
Orchestra in their “Americana” concert in 2013. Jim 
directed several musicals, and was also a member 
of the Geritol Frolics.

  Jim is survived by his wife, Jean; son, Steve 
(Cindy) Grimes of Indianapolis, IN; daughter, Paula 
(Tom) Powers of Fridley; brother, Richard (Marie) 
Grimes of St. Louis Park; five grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren.

  Preceding him in death are his parents; son, 
Timothy; brothers, Charles and Michael; and sister, 
Patricia Grimes.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
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AutomobilesAutomobiles
 

G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-844-588-6535. (mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, no cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-855 
977-7030 today! (mcn)

AutomobilesAutomobiles

Cont.Cont.
Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today!

FinancialFinancial

The COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have lost 
jobs and financial security. 
Have $10K In Debt? Credit 
Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a 
FREE debt relief quote: Call 
1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

Health & MedicalHealth & Medical

AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE 
information kit. Call 1-888-
815-4903. (mcn)
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance -NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258. (mcn)

Help Wanted Help Wanted 

Truck driver with CDL, must 
have 3-5 years’ experience 
required, Diesel mechanic 
certified with 3-5 years’ 
experience, Office manager 
with QuickBooks, payroll, 
and transportation industry 
experience. Contact Thomp-
son Excavating and Farms 
218-927-3320 for further 
information.)

Home ServicesHome Services

Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, 
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan 
that fits your budget! Call: 
1-877-743-7971(mcn)
AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands 
behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. 
Call 1-888-770-8025. Have 
zip code of property ready 
when calling! (mcn)
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-
5574. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the NewsHopper

NewsHopper Classified Order Form

Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.

NewsHopper TM

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

NewsHopper

Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

Home ServicesHome Services

Cont.Cont.
Safe Step. North Americas 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-
290-5083. (mcn)

SafesSafes

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair 
and locked safes opened  
• Heavy and light duty gun 
safes and vault doors on 
hand • High security safes 
for gold and silver • 320-360-
5431 w53

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT 
advertising which is deceptive, fraudulent, or 

which might otherwise violate the law.

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

CASH 4  JUNK CARSCASH 4  JUNK CARS
AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY
Call 218-839-3371Call 218-839-3371

                                     Week of December 15, 2024             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUSADOPTIONWANTED TO BUY

        

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
the snow  ies.. Call Dan 612/720-2142

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK 
Sell your old, busted or junk car with 
no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell 
your car to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant off er. Free pickup. 
Fast payment. Call 855/397-1673

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash off er and get paid. 
Get your fair cash off er today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

TV PRODUCER PROMISES 
baby sunlit nursery, loving home. Se-
cure future, educational opportuni-
ties, devoted grandparents. Living ex-
penses, relocation possible. Call Woody 
214/233-5866 or attorney 310/663-3467 

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH 
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 
movies, plus limited time up to $600 
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off  for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution fo� any-
one who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506 

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

SAVE $160
12 HOLIDAY WINES + BONUS GIFTS

Go to GetOSWine.com/MBAGJF18
or call 1.877.201.4648 and mention code AGJF002
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

Savings shown over aggregated single 
 item base price. Standard S&H applies.
Exp. 12/31/24.  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Go to OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe9693
or call 1.844.319.4662 Ask for 77318DGB

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREEFREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)

77318DGB     separately $221.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE     

$9999

8 free BURGERS (a $37 value)

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

BOGO
40% OFF

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase

ENDS 1/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

855-502-6514

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 429-2331 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-429-2331
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 429-2331

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt4



6	 December 21, 2024	 NewsHopperTM www.NewsHopper.net

Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-839-3371 Call 218-839-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices!

Keep Cozy Keep Cozy 
with Spray with Spray 

FoamFoam
 Insulation! Insulation!

content but also offer 
proven mental health 
benefits, as research 
shows that watching 
wildlife cameras can 
bring the same calm-
ing effects as being in 
nature.

Catch the live ac-
tion and follow along 
as Minnesota’s bald 
eagles continue their 
incredible journey.

With viewers in all 50 
states and more than 150 
countries, eagle enthusiasts 
across the globe will get a 
front-row seat to a new chap-
ter in Minnesota’s wildlife 
story. The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) EagleCam will feature 
a brand-new pair of bald ea-
gles and their nest, adding a 
fresh perspective to the pop-
ular live stream. The original 
EagleCam, which captivated 
viewers for years with the pre-
vious eagle pair, will remain 
live as well, providing a dual 
viewing experience.

The new camera is focused 
on a breeding pair of bald 

eagles that have successfully 
nested in the area for over 
four years, rearing multiple 
broods of eaglets. Mean-
while, the original camera 
will continue to showcase the 
territory of the previous pair, 
whose nest tragically fell in 
April 2023.

Both cameras went live 
Thursday, available on the 
DNR’s website (mndnr.gov/
eaglecam) and their YouTube 
channel (youtube.com/chan-
nel/UCkibG4ONyUmGl-
nOR3F3qq6Q). The webpage 
also features a new video on 
the camera installation and 
the critical work of the DNR 
Nongame Wildlife Program, 

which supports the resto-
ration of eagles and other 
species.

“While the DNR EagleCam 
brings Minnesota wildlife 
into homes and schools in 
an exciting and educational 
way, the Nongame Wildlife 
Program has helped restore 
and support populations of 
eagles, loons and many other 
species,” DNR Ecological and 
Water Resources Division Di-
rector Katie Smith said. “This 
vital work is supported by do-
nations on our webpage, on 
state tax forms, and through 
bequests and other gifts.”

The new camera’s location 
was selected because elec-
tricity couldn’t be routed to 
the original nest. Xcel Energy 
once again provided services 
for the project, ensuring the 
second camera could be in-
stalled without charge.

The EagleCam gives view-
ers an intimate look at the ea-
gles’ nesting behavior. As the 
season progresses, viewers 
will witness the pair’s court-
ship rituals, nest upgrades, 
and, by mid-February, the 
hatching of eaglets. These 
live-streamed moments pro-
vide not only educational 

New eagle pair and nest featured on Minnesota DNR EagleCam

Vern Lewis, 
Broker Associate 
218-838-3041 cell

Give me a call for a
 Market 
Analysis

https://vlewis.coldwellbankercrown.com/ 

Thinking of selling?  Inventory is Low

NOW IS THE TIME!NOW IS THE TIME!NOW IS THE TIME!NOW IS THE TIME!

Merry Christmas &Merry Christmas &
        Happy New Year!        Happy New Year!

Faith • Family • Life • Liberty • Defense

Get Yours at
FlyingOurFlag.com

Let Silence Speak                    

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 12/15/2024 North

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS
December
20th - Call 218-546-5975 by Friday, Dec. 20 to reserve your Community Christmas Meal sponsored by the 

Deerwood and Ironton American Legions. All donations benefit the Cuyuna Range Food Shelf. 
21st - Emily Lantern Festival Participants will show off handmade lanterns, as they walk from city hall to the 

park where there will be a bonfire and treats. 
 22nd- MN Adult and Teen Challenge Choir will perform at Heartwood Senior Living Community during wor-

ship services at 3 p.m. in the Conference Center. All are welcome. 
22nd - Gather at Rafferty’s Pizza on Main Street in Crosby for the  Cuyuna Area Christmas Sing at 4:30 p.m. 

Sing favorites from the  Christian Christmas song book. Sponsored by Lifespring Church.
25th - Deerwood Fire Department Turkey Bingo  at the Deerwood Auditorium located at 23770 Forest Road 

in Deerwood, starting at 7 p.m. All ages are welcome. There will be 20 rounds of games and also 10 
rounds of meat raffle packages during bingo. Turkey bingo raffle tickets are $2 each. First prize is a Minne-
sota Sportsman’s Lifetime License, second prize is $500 cash, and third prize is $200 cash.  

January
4th - Breezy Point Resort Ice Fest 2024
4th & 11th  - Northland Arboretum Full Moon Snowshoe Hike, 7:30 8:30 p.m., guided by Bryan Pike. Bring 

snowshoes and/or winter boots, and a headlamp  for an hour hike.  Class size is limited. The cost is $10 
for members and $20 for nonmembers. Payment is due at registration. 

16th - Cuyuna Lakes Chamber Annual Dinner at Ruttger’s Bay Lake Resort. Social hour 4:30 p.m., dinner 6 
p.m. and presentations begin at 7 p.m. Tickets $80. Call 218-546-8131 for more information.

Send your community events  to hopper@crosbyironton.net
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