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Governor Walz signed an executive order creating a central-
ized state fraud investigations unit operated by law enforce-
ment at the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension. The Governor
also announced a new legislative package to prevent, detect,
investigate, and penalize fraud in state programs.

Governor Tim Walz signed
an executive order on January
3 to establish a new central-
ized fraud investigations unit
within the Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension (BCA). The unit
is designed to strengthen the
state’s efforts to combat fraud-
ulentactivities that have been
plaguing public assistance
programs. In tandem with
the executive order, Governor
Walz unveiled a compre-
hensive legislative package
aimed at preventing, detect-
ing, investigating, and penal-
izing fraud in state-funded
programs.

“As long as there have been
programs aimed at helping
people, there have been
fraudulent actors looking to

steal from those who need
them most,” Governor Walz
said in his announcement.
“Our job is to stay one step
ahead of them. We're cou-
pling new tools, like Al, with
old-fashioned police work, to
slam the door shut on theft.
Minnesotans rightly have no
tolerance for misuse of tax-
payer dollars.”
Centralized fraud investiga-
tions unit

Under the executive order,
fraud investigators from the
Minnesota Department of
Commerce will transfer to
the Bureau of Criminal Ap-
prehension to form a Fraud
and Financial Crimes Unit.
The unit will focus on inves-
tigating fraudulent activities
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that impact state programs,
including Medicaid, food
assistance, and other welfare
services.

This restructuring aims to
streamline fraud detection
and enforcement, allowing
law enforcement officials
to more effectively address
fraud across multiple state
agencies. The Governor also
announced plans to add nine
new staff members to the
Attorney General’s Medicaid
Fraud Unit to bolster efforts
in addressing fraud in health
care programs.

Enhanced fraud prevention
and detection

The legislative package
proposes several new mea-
sures to prevent and detect
fraud before it occurs, in-
cluding the use of artificial
intelligence (Al) to identify
payment anomalies in Med-
icaid and other state-admin-
istered programs. The Minne-
sota IT Services (MNIT) will
partner with industry experts
to develop a pilot program
aimed at flagging suspicious
payment patterns and helping
state agencies detect fraud
before it reaches the taxpayer.

Other key proposals in-
clude the creation of a provi-
sional license system for Early
Intensive Developmental

email: hopper@crosbyironton.net
www.newshopper.net

and Behavioral Intervention
providers and more frequent
re-validation visits to ensure
program integrity. The pack-
age also calls for additional
staff to enhance internal
oversight at Minnesota Man-
agement and Budget (MMB)
and expand the Department
of Human Services’ (DHS)
capacity to detect fraud and
ensure proper billing prac-
tices.

In addition, the plan in-
cludes stronger oversight of
Charter Schools, calling for
increased scrutiny of Charter
Management Organizations
and improvements to the
procurement and contract
bidding process to reduce
opportunities for fraud.
Increased criminal penalties
and expanded enforcement

To further deter fraud, the
Governor’s proposal intro-
duces a new statute, Theft of
Public Funds, which would
increase criminal penalties
for individuals convicted of
defrauding state programs by
20% over existing penalties
for theft. The package also
seeks to criminalize the prac-
tice of providing kickbacks,
granting the Attorney General
investigative authority to pur-
sue these cases.

“Fraud and other financial
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Governor Walz S|gns executive order to combat fraud

crimes harm every Minne-
sotan,” said Drew Evans,
Superintendent of the Bureau
of Criminal Apprehension.
“They drive up prices, steal
our tax dollars, and reduce
the availability of funding
for vital services. By com-
bining state law enforcement
resources, we will improve
our ability to root out and
prosecute these crimes with
greater efficiency.”

Costs and Legislative outlook

The Governor’s plan comes
with a projected cost of $39
million for the 2026-2027
biennium and $15 million
for 2028-2029. Although the
proposal has drawn mixed
reactions, Walz emphasized
that the long-term benefits
of reducing fraud, protecting
taxpayer dollars, and en-
suring the integrity of state
programs would justify the
initial investment.

In a statement, Tarek Tomes,
Commissioner of Minnesota
IT Services, highlighted the
potential of Al to revolu-
tionize fraud detection. “Al
can detect patterns, predict
risks, and protect resources
with unparalleled speed and
accuracy,” Tomes said. “By
harnessing these tools, we
can stay ahead of fraudsters

and Continued on Page 6
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Select Minnesota laws that took effect January 1, 2025 part 2

The following is the second
part of the select new laws
passed during the 2024 leg-
islative session. Part one was
published in the NewsHopper
January 4 issue. Summaries of
all laws passed by the 2024
Legislature are available on-
line from nonpartisan House
Public Information Services
at www.house.mn.gov/new-
laws/#/search/2024
HEALTH AND HUMAN SER-
VICES
Abortion-related coverage

Effective Jan. 1, 2025, and
applicable to health plans
offered, sold, issued, or re-
newed on or after that date,
a health plan must provide
coverage for abortions and
abortion-related services,
including preabortion and
follow-up services.

Health plans cannot im-
pose co-pays, coinsurance,
deductibles or other enroll-
ee costsharing greater than
cost-sharing they apply to
similar services. Nor can
a health plan impose any
limitations on the coverage,
“including but not limited to
any utilization review, prior
authorization, referral re-
quirements, restrictions, or
delays, that is not generally
applicable to other coverages
under the plan.”

Per the law, it “does not
apply to managed care or-
ganizations or county-based
purchasing plans when the
plan provides coverage to
public health care program
enrollees under [Minnesota-
Care or Medical Assistance
statutes].”

An eligible organization
or an exempt organization is
permitted to not cover some
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or all benefits for abortions
and abortion-related services
due to religious objections.
Health plan companies must
cover abortions and abor-
tion-related services for en-
rollees of eligible organiza-
tions with separate payments
for those services.

The provision is in the law
passed in the waning hours
of the 2024 session that in-
cluded provisions covering
health and human services,
taxes, transportation, labor,
housing, higher education,
agriculture, and climate and
energy. Rep. Aisha Gomez
(DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope) are the
sponsors. HF5247*/SF5234/
CH127
Coverage of wigs, amino
acid-based formula

An existing private sector
health insurance mandate
that requires coverage of scalp
hair prostheses, often called
wigs, in cases of hair loss
due to alopecia areata will
expand to require coverage
in cases of hair loss suffered
because of a health condition,
or for the treatment of cancer,
unless there is a clinical basis
for the limitation. Coverage of
all equipment and accessories
necessary for regular use of
scalp hair prostheses will be
required.

This tooks effect Jan. 1,
2025, and applies to poli-
cies, plans, certificates, and
contracts offered, issued, or
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renewed on or after that date.

Alsointhe law, a health plan
company must provide cover-
age for amino acid-based
elemental formula when it is
medically necessary; private
sector health coverage must
cover orthotic and prosthetic
devices, supplies, and ser-
vices; Medical Assistance
must cover these items and
services to meet many of the
requirements that apply to
private sector coverage; and
intermittent urinary catheters
and insertion supplies must
be covered by a health plan
if intermittent catheterization
is recommended by the en-
rollee’s health care provider.

The provision is in the law
passed in the waning hours
of the 2024 session that in-
cluded provisions covering
health and human services,
taxes, transportation, labor,
housing, higher education,
agriculture, and climate and
energy. Rep. Aisha Gomez
(DFL-Mpls) and Sen. Ann
Rest (DFL-New Hope) are the
sponsors. HF5247%/SF5234/
CH127
Gender-affirming care cov-
erage

A health plan that covers
physical or mental health
services must cover medically
necessary gender-affirming
care or require treatment of
medically necessary care that
is defined in the law as “health
care services appropriate
in terms of type, frequency,
level, setting, and duration
to the enrollee’s diagnosis
or condition and diagnostic
testing and preventative ser-
vices. Medically necessary
care must be consistent with
generally accepted practice
parameters as determined
by health care providers in
the same or similar general
specialty as typically manages
the condition, procedure, or
treatment at issue and must:
(1) help restore or maintain
the enrollee’s health; or (2)
prevent deterioration of the
enrollee’s condition.”
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A nonprofit or a closely
held for-profit religious orga-
nization will be exempt from
covering gender-affirming
care based on religious objec-
tions. If the exempt organiza-
tion provides partial coverage,
it must specify services not
covered.

Rep. Zack Stephenson
(DFL-Coon Rapids) and Sen.
Matt Klein (DFL-Mendota
Heights) sponsor the 2024
commerce law. HF4077/
SF4097*/CH114
Biomarker testing coverage

For health plans offered,
issued or renewed on or after
Jan. 1, 2025, the plan must
cover biomarker testing to
diagnose, treat, manage and
monitor illness or disease if
the test provides clinical unity.

Atest’s clinical unity may be
demonstrated by medical and
scientific evidence, including
but not limited to nationally
recognized clinical practice
guidelines, consensus state-
ments, labeled indications
for a U.S. Food and Drug
Administration approved or
cleared test, indicated tests
for and FDA-approved drug,
or adherence to warnings
and precautions on FDA-ap-
proved drug labels; or Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid
Services national coverage
determinations or Medicare
Administrative Contractor lo-
cal coverage determinations.

Per the law, “Coverage ...
must be provided in a manner
that limits disruption of care,

including the need for mul-
tiple biopsies or biospecimen
samples.”

The provision is in the 2023
health finance law sponsored
by Rep. Tina Liebling (DFL-
Rochester) and Sen. Melissa
Wiklund (DFL-Bloomington).
HF2930/SF2995*/CH70
Department of Direct Care
and Treatment established

To separate direct care and
treatment from the Depart-
ment of Human Services, the
2023 human services finance
law creates the Department
of Direct Care and Treatment
effective Jan. 1, 2025.

Per the law, the department
“shall provide direct care
and treatment services in
coordination with counties
and other vendors. Direct
care and treatment services
shall include specialized
inpatient programs at secure
treatment facilities as defined
in [two statutes]; community
preparation services; region-
al treatment centers; enter-
prise services; consultative
services; aftercare services;
community-based services
and programs; transition ser-
vices; nursing home services;
and other services consistent
with the mission of the De-
partment of Direct Care and
Treatment.”

www.NewsHopper.net

Rep. Mohamud Noor (DFL-
Mpls) and Sen. John Hoffman
(DFL-Champlin) sponsor the
law. HF2847/SF2934*/CH61
Cost-sharing for prescription
drugs, medical supplies to
treat chronic disease

Effective Jan. 1, 2025, and
applicable to health plans
offered, issued, or renewed on
or after that date, health plans
will be prohibited from setting
patient co-pays greater than
$25 per one-month supply
of prescription drugs used to
treat chronic diseases such as
diabetes, asthma, and aller-
gies requiring the use of epi-
nephrine auto-injectors. There
is also a $50 per month limit
in total for all related medical
supplies, such as syringes,
insulin pens and pumps, test
strips, glucometers, contin-
uous glucose monitors, epi-
nephrine auto-injectors, and
asthma inhalers.

The cost-sharing limit for
related medical supplies will
not increase with the number
of chronic diseases for which
an enrollee is treated. Cover-
age shall not be subject to a
deductible.

The change is part of the
2023 commerce finance and
policy law sponsored by
Rep. Zack Stephenson (DFL-
Coon Rapids) and Sen. Matt
Klein (DFL-Mendota Heights).
HF2680/SF2744*/CH57

To Be Continued Next Issue
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Spice up your Sunday at the Bruce
Blom Memorial Chili Cookoff

Get ready to heat up your
January with some mouth-wa-
tering chili at the Bruce Blom
Memorial Chili Cookoff, tak-
ing place at the Hard Water
Lounge, 110 W. Main Street,
Crosby on Sunday, Jan.12,
starting at 1 p.m.

The annual event honors
the late Bruce Blom, a com-
munity member known for his
love of food, friendship, and a

good challenge.To participate,
sign up in advance at the Hard
Water Lounge for just a $10
fee. Contestants are asked to
bring their best chili, along
with a warmer and power
cord to keep their creation at
the perfect temperature. Don't
forgetany special accompani-
ments you might want to add
for that extra zing!

The Hard Water Lounge will

provide bowls and spoons, so
all you need to bring is your
A-game and a pot of your
signature chili recipe. And if
you're not competing, don't
worry—you can still join in
the fun by tasting the entries
and voting for your favorite
chili in the People’s Choice
category.

For more information, call
218-772-0306.

2N3-000-8971
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Gear up for the Icykel Fat Bike Race: a winter adventure for all levels

Winter warriors, it’s time to
hitthe trails for the 2nd Annual
Icykel Fat Bike Race on Satur-
day, Jan. 18, at the renowned
Cuyuna Country State Recre-
ation Area in Ironton. Hosted
by True North Basecamp, this
exhilarating event marks the
first race of the Rust Buster
Race Series and promises an
unforgettable winter biking
experience for all riders.

A race for every rider

Whether you're new to
fat biking or a seasoned pro,
the Icykel race offers three

distances to accommodate all
skill levels:

e 10K — Perfect for begin-
ners eager to get their tires
spinning on winter trails. Race
starts at 10:30 a.m.

® 20K — A moderate chal-
lenge for riders looking for a
bit more adventure. Race starts
at 11:00 a.m.

* 40K — For the seasoned
cyclists who crave a rigor-
ous, action-packed challenge.
Race starts at 10:00 a.m.

The trails of the Cuyuna
Lakes Mountain Bike Trails are

ready to offer a landscape with
scenic views, and the thrill of
the ride.
Race for a Cause

Beyond the fun and the
challenge, the Icykel Fat Bike
Race supports a great cause.
All proceeds benefit the Cuyu-
na Lakes Mountain Bike Crew,
a passionate group dedicated
to maintaining and improving
the legendary Cuyuna Lakes
Mountain Bike Trails. By rac-
ing, you're helping preserve
and enhance this outdoor
treasure for riders for years

Deerwood Farmers Winter Market

Get ready for a cozy,
community-filled day at the
Deerwood Farmers Winter
Market on Saturday, Jan.
11, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
the Deerwood Auditorium
will transform into a bus-
tling winter wonderland,
bringing together over 20
local vendors showcasing
a variety of handmade and
homegrown goods. Wheth-
er you're searching for the
perfect winter treat, a unique
gift, or just want to support
local artisans, this market
has something for everyone.
A taste of local flavor

One of the main attractions
is the Chili Cook-Off Contest,
where local chefs will battle
it out for the title of the best

chili in town. Judging begins
at noon, so come hungry
and ready to sample some
delicious, heart-warming
creations.
Fun for the whole family

It's not just about shop-
ping and eating! The little
ones will love the Snowflake
Making Contest, where they
can get creative and show
off their crafting skills. Who
doesn’t love a little winter
magic, especially when it's
handmade?
A feast for the senses

With so many unique of-
ferings, you're sure to find
something to take home,
from homemade jams,
pickles, and baked goods

to woodwork, ironworks,

soaps, and even freeze-
dried candies. The market
will feature a wide variety
of goods, including jams,
pickles, breads, sourdough,
woodwork and ironworks,
soaps, lotions, pet treats,
fudge, salsa, snack mixes,
dried herbs, local honey,
coffee beans, bird feeders,
crafts snd more.

Whether you're looking to
stock up on local honey, grab
some fresh-baked bread,
or just enjoy the warmth of
good company, the Deer-
wood Farmers Winter Market
is the place to be on Saturday.
Come for the shopping, stay
for the chili, and enjoy the
warmth of the community
during this winter market.

Send Us Your Photos!

Got an interesting photo and story to share?
Just send it to hopper @ crosbyironton.net, along
with your name, city and a description of the pho-
to. We also accept news and community events.
And who knows, you may see your submission
next week in the News+torrer!

to come.
Weekend schedule

Pre-race Pasta Meal: Fuel up
with a free spaghetti dinner at
the Spaghetti Party and Pack-
et Pickup on Friday, Jan. 17,
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
at Hudson Smokehouse, 208
Curtis Ave, Ironton.

Racer Goodie Bag: Packed
with fun surprises to make
your race experience even
better.

Weekend Festivities: Get
access to all scheduled events
throughout the weekend,

making it a full-on Cuyuna
experience.

On Saturday, Jan. 18, packet
pickup opens at 8:30 a.m.
at the Rally Center, Cuyuna
Country State Recreation Area.

After the race celebrate with
fellow racers at the After Party
and Awards Ceremony located
at the Hudson Smokehouse
staring at 1:30 p.m. It's the
perfect way to wind down
after a day of racing and com-
munity fun.

The Icykel Fat Bike Race
takes place on some of the

best groomed winter trails
in the state, offering riders a
unique opportunity to explore
Cuyuna’s scenic terrain in the
heart of winter.

But you don't need to race
to involved.

Volunteer: Help out and be
part of this exciting event! Vol-
unteers are needed for various
roles, and your support will
help make the race a success.

Sponsor: Interested in spon-
soring the race and supporting
local cyclists? Join the effort to
make this event even better.

e OMVIUNLTY EVENTS

January

11th - Corey Borg-Massanari Fight the Pike Tournament, noon start, fish /spear on any lake, frozen fish NOT
accepted, fish weigh in at 6 p.m. fish fry dinner 6:30 p.m. plus more at Green Lantern Bar and Girill, 19121

MN-18, Brainerd

11th - Northland Arboretum Full Moon Snowshoe Hike, 7:30 8:30 p.m., guided by Bryan Pike. Bring snow-
shoes and/or winter boots, and a headlamp for an hour hike. Class size is limited. The cost is $10 for
members and $20 for nonmembers. Payment is due at registration.

12th - Bruce Blom Memorial Chili Cookoff, 1 p.m., Hard Water Lounge, 110 W. Main Street, Crosby

16th - 18th - Pequot Lakes Antique Snowmobile Rendezvous hosted by the Pequot Brush Pilots Snowmo-
bile Club. Antique and Vintage snowmobile show, trail ride and competitions. The races will include only
snowmobiles built in 1966 and older. 218-568-5222

17th - 19th - Back to Hack- Hackensack’s area winter festival. Activities including the Frostbite Your Fanny
Fun Run, Paul Bunyan Family Fishing Contest, Medallion Hunt, Kids Games in the Snow, Snow Sculpt-
ing, and a Community Bonfire and Fireworks. 16th - Cuyuna Lakes Chamber Annual Dinner at Ruttger's
Bay Lake Resort. Social hour 4:30 p.m., dinner 6 p.m. and presentations begin at 7 p.m. Tickets $80. Call
218-546-8131 for more information.

18th - Icykel Fat Bike Race Cuyuna Country State Recreation Area at Miner's Mountain Rally Center in Iron-
ton. Winter races are the 10K at 10:30 a.m., 20K at 11 a.m., 40K at 10 a.m.

21st - 23rd Gull Lake Frozen Fore snow golfing, live music, and dancing on a frozen lake Friday night begins
with the annual Frozen Flop, which raises money for local charities. Saturday morning begins with Snow
Golf. Finishing the Frozen Fore weekend is Sunday’s Food Fest. Proceeds of the Frozen Fore Winter
Weekend event are donated to Confidence Learning Center and The Outreach Program of Brainerd
Lakes. If you're interested in participating in this fun and charitable event, you can buy tickets online or at

any of the sponsoring locations.

30th - Feb. 1st- Crosslake WinterFest January 30 at 9 a.m. - February 1 at 10 p.m.
Send your community events to hopper@croshyironton.net
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TYKE'S CARPET CASTLE
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd ¢ 218-829-3878
Open: 9 -5 Mon. -

CONTRACTORS

Radtke Remodeling & Construction
Custom Built Homes e Remodeling e Garages
Pole Buildings e

New Additions e
General Contracting
Dean Radtke, Aitkin.

218-678-3403 218-839-6103

Lic. #20108758
www.radtkeremodelingconstruction.com

Sat. or by appointment

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Jan. 11 & 18, 2025)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING

The Libby Township Board
will meet online at 5:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, January 21, 2025
to discuss matters that may
come before the board. The
January 21 meeting will be

conducted via Zoom. Con-
tact Jane Jewett, clerk, at wil-
lowsedge.janesfarm@gmail.
com to request the Zoom link.
Dated this 4th day

of January, 2025

Jane Grimsbo Jewett Clerk,
Libby Township
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WINTER BUILD

DaLe R. Morris, CPA

214 - 1st Ave. NW ¢ Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm; or by appointment

Electronic
Tax Filing
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Serving the

Full Service Snow Removal
Blowing Sidewalks and Drives ¢ Plowing
Snow Blowing ¢ Roof Snhow & Ice Removal

Tim Turner 218-866-2349
David Turner 651-242-4796

Lakes Area

Hoppers Helper's Service Directory

Insulation
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FLOORING

JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding,
Refinishing e Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576
Check Me Out On Facebook

Hearing & AIrR CONDITIONING

Ken’s Heating & Mobile Home Supply
LP & Natural Gas e

Nationally Certified

Service Technician — over 30 Years Experience

Residential & Commercial e

Mobile Home

Heating and Air Conditioning e RV’s/Supplies
218-821-6720 e Aitkin ® kensheatingllc.com wos 2025

INSURANCE

SECURITY STATE
INSURANCE

PAINTING & POWERWASHING

STEVES PAINTING and POWERWASHING LLC Your

interior Specialist.
Book today 218-546

w05/2025

Interior e Exterior @ Pre-finish

-8130 Family owned for over 30 years

4 locations to serve you
Aitkin218-927-3712 » Moose Lake 218-485-8735
o [sle 320-676-3795 e Grand Marias 218-387-1540
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RANDY BYE

Randy Ervin Bye, 65, of
Brainerd died unexpectedly
on Thursday, Dec. 26, 2024
in Duluth surrounded by his

L = family.
‘_‘ Q ;:1 A Celebration of Life was held
' "'-\\, - ; on Saturday, Jan. 4, 2025 at the
k.\} ﬂ : j’ Koop Funeral Home in Crosby.
7 e

Randy Ervin Bye was born
in October of 1959 to Marvin and June (Jorde)
Bye in Michigan, ND. He graduated from McVille
High School in McVille, ND; then, received his
B.S. degree at the University of MN-Crookston.
After graduation, he delved right into the food
industry, starting his career in food sales with Up-
per Lakes Food out of Cloquet. His sales brought
him throughout the northeastern territory of MN
settling in Brainerd. He met Pamela Sienko while
sitting in the dental chair getting his teeth cleaned
by her. Randy was united in marriage to Pamela in
October of 1984 in Brainerd. Together they raised
two children, Jason and Jessica. In 1990, Pam and
Randy purchased the Chaparral Bar and Restau-
rant in Brainerd. Together they built the business
to include the Bunkhouse Hotel and Timbermist
Banquet and Catering Hall. After twenty-six years
of marriage, Randy lost his wife, Pam to her battle
with cancer in 2010. Randy and his close friends

and family continued to manage the businesses
until 2014 when he eventually sold them. Randy
continued to share his passion for the hospitality
industry and cooking through many businesses
in the Brainerd Lakes Area. In 2019, he had the
opportunity to meet Jay Miller from a mutual friend.
In September of 2023, they united their friendship
to marriage. Together they shared the responsibility
of mutually raising Jay’s young daughter, Brooklyn.
Randy always shared his love through his cooking.
Sharing new recipes along with the family favorite
staples. As a result, he turned so many friends to
chosen family. He will be remembered or his wel-
coming, fun, and sweet personality, and additional
for his dedication and strong work ethic.

He is survived by his spouse, Jay; son, Jason
(Laura) Bye; daughter, Jessica (Dean) Longhurst;
stepdaughter, Brooklyn; three grandchildren: Lucas
and Cole Bye, and Milly Longhurst; siblings, Allen
(Julie) Jorde, Wayne (Vangie) Jorde, Gail (Ron)
Dockter, Donavon (Marie) Bye, and JoAnne (Special
Friend Joey) Davis; and many nieces and nephews.

Preceding him in death were his parents, Marvin
and June; and wife, Pamela Bye.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home
of Crosby. To leave a message of condolence go
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.
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CADEN TURCK
Caden Jo Turck, a boy, weighing 8 Ibs., 5 ozs., was born December 29, 2024, in Aitkin, to
Samantha Turck of Aitkin and Dalton Turck of Sauk Rapids. Grandparents are Aaron and Tammy
Hagen, Scott and Monica Duffney, Dan and Brenda Turck, and David Pritzlaff and Judy Turck.

¢ Traditional, Graveside &
Memorial Funerals

* Cremation Service

* Out-of-town Arrangements

* Pre-arrangement Plans

Koop Funeral Horme

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 ¢ Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director * Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

Over 80 Years of Caring
Service on the Cuyuna Range
& Surrounding Areas

218-546-5531

W

= Sunburst

MEMORIALS

BRAINERD MONUMENT

employee owned | established 1917

| upright :
Munl:lmenhl % i

615 Washington St. NE, Brainerd
(218) 293-5090
SunburstMemorials.com

Helping families love, honor and remember since 1917

PAMELA RIKALA

Pamela Kay Rikala, 71, died
Tuesday Dec. 31,2024 at home
A with her family by her side.
| Funeral service were held on
Monday, Jan. 6, 2025 at First
Lutheran Church in Aitkin with
/ ‘ dear friend Pastor Susan Cline

| officiating. Burial will take place
at a later date at Lakeview
Cemetery.

Pam was born November 5, 1953 to Maurice and
Dwanna Rehse in Cokato. She graduated from Aitkin
High School in 1972. She held jobs at Security State
Bank, Mille Lacs Electric and Hugh Heineke before
working at Aitkin Motors. Pam had a great sense of
humor and a love for animals. She enjoyed watching
the Vikings, traveling to the beach, spending sum-

mers at the Gun Lake Cabin - boating, fishing and
spending time with her family. Pam especially loved
watching her kids and grandkids play sports. Pam’s
greatest contentment came from being a grand-
mother and having her family home for Christmas.

Pam is survived by her husband, Jerry; children:
Jeremy (Kelli) Rikala, Jeff (Jen) Rikala and Jason
(Heather) Rikala; six grandchildren: Allie and Bradly,
Kyler and Quinton, Rehse and Zane; sisters: Linda
Rehse, Debbie (Dean) Johnson; and many beloved
nieces, nephews and cousins.

She was proceeded in death by her parents; step-
father, John Berry and brother Tim Rehse.

Arrangements were with the So-
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences
at www.srtfuneral.com.

MARDELLA CHAMBERLIN

Mardella Mae Chamberlin,
77, of Aitkin, died Tuesday,
-~ d Dec. 24, 2024 at Aitkin Health
: Services.

A gathering of family and
friends to honor Mardella’s
life will be held from 2 p.m. to
4 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 11,
2025 at the American Legion
Lee Post #86 in Aitkin.

She was born January 14, 1947 in Palisade the
daughter of Pearle and Helen (Pratt) Cook, Sr.
Mardella was united in marriage to Harold Carl
Chamberlin on May 16, 1977 in Aitkin. She worked
at the Birchwood Cafe in Aitkin for many years. She

enjoyed crossword puzzles and fishing. Mardella
loved all of her pets and spending time with family
and friends.

Mardella is survived by her brother, Pearle Cook,
Jr.; five stepchildren: Robert, Josh, Gill, Rose and
Maritta; many grandchildren; and other special
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her husband , Har-
old in 2021; sister, Laura Straight; brother, Francis
Cook and her parents.

Arrangements were with the So-
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences
at www.srtfuneral.com.

JOANN ANDERSON

JoAnn Anderson, 90, of Brainerd, died Tuesday
Dec. 24, in Good Samaritan Society - Bethany.
Mass will be at St. Andrews Catholic Church

on Thursday, Jan. 2, 2025, at 11am. Family and
friends are invited to gather an hour prior for a
visitation.

Sorensen-Root-Thompson

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Directors: Jason Brezinsky
=1 Jerry Thompson ¢ Tad Brezinsky

Funeral Home & Cremation Services

www.srtfuneval.com

McGregor Funeral Home

& Cremation Services
McGregor, MN

218-768-3136

=

CHURCH,DIREGCIORY.

* Indicates handicap accessible. NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise.

ALLIANCE

Aitkin* — New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am;
Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street
SW; newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;
Worship 10; www.pointway.org

Garrison* — Worship 10:30am

Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169
north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Aitkin — Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning
Service 10.

Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10
& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org

Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30

Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS
at 9:30, Worship at 10:45

Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa
Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch @gmail.com; 218-
697-2662

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST

Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William
Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-
5617 thejourneynorth.com

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens,
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed.
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; focbrainerd.com

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* — SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9;
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC

Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass
Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30. Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun.
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat.
5p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph's, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri.
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed.
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family; Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only
through Labor Day) w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor — Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581;
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland
Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner
218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10

COMMUNITY

Aitkin— Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE.,
Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene-
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30;
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays; Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10;
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm.

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm. Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7 p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed.
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean;
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm,
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service
9:30; SS 10:45.

EPISCOPAL

Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9

Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-
ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday.
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE

Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at
9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm.

Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-
692-4141,37218 County Road 66, www.crosslakeefc.org

Isle — Pastor Mark Lee; Sunday School 9:00 am; Worship
10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10;
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30;
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC

Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information
320-684-2804

LUTHERAN

Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev. Rebecca Hinz; Worship
9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.

Aitkin — First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship
Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on
YouTube - First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin (Cedarbrook) — St. John's (ELCA) Pastor Sarah
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John's Church Road,
Aitkin. Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am. stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin — St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).
Pastor Bill Werth. Sunday Worship 9. Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15. 13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter.
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood). 218-829-4105.
www.christbaxter.com.

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st &

3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday
School following worship. Services also available on
YouTube and Facebook. 218-829-9552 ficbrainerd.com
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St.
- Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.lIchurch.org)

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email:
trinity @trinitybrainerd.org

Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship 9

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd.
218-829-4317. www.zionbrainerd.com.

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.

Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC, NALC) Rev. Paul Mattson;
Sun. 9 & 10:30 worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:40.

Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel
Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor
218-692-3682 September 8-Mid-May: Sunday at 8:30am
& October-Mid-May: Wednesday at 6:15pm

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion,
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11, 218-692-4228,
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne;
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Worship 9 SS 9;
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101.

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel. Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am. 320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas;
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert;
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47.
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub — Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9, (alternates with
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30;
handicapped accessible.

Isle — Holden (ELCA), SS 9:30; Worship 10:30.

Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship
9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.

Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun.
10, Service 11, fellowship follows.

Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-
terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by
fellowship and Bible study. (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun.
Worship 9am. Fellowship following Service. Communion
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.;
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath — Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA; Pastor Luke Lekander,
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.

Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor
Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior's Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15a.m.,
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.

Rossburg — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd

Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) — Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1%, 3“ and
4™ Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of
Hwy 210

Thor — Zion, Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.

Wright — St. John's (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School
Sun. 9:30; Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden,
Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street,
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis,
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St., Suite
2, 218-829-2989.

PENTECOSTAL

Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN
56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939.

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall,
Co.Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11.218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN

Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9;
Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.

McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.

Tamarack — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11.

REFORMED

Crosby — Lifespring Church, a member of Fellowship of
Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

Aitkin — Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer
Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S

Brainerd — Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible
Study 10; Bible Study & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910
Oak Street, Brainerd, 218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30
1st and 4th Sundays. 218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St,
Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty.
Handicapped accessible.

UNITED METHODIST

Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-
days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.

Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday
Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507.

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9

Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook
live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible
Study Thursday at 6 pm.

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10

McGregor® — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45;
fellowship follows.

Onamia— Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship
10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell: 218-360-1947

WESLEYAN

Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time
10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.; 218-763-HOPE.
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GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find work or
start their own business. Call
24/7:1-844-588-6535. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, no cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations

at 1-888-429-2331 today!

FinanaAn

The COVID crisis has cost us
all something. Many have lost
jobs and financial security.
Have $10K In Debt? Credit
Cards. Medical Bills. Car
Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a
FREE debt relief quote: Call

1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

NewsHopper™

January 11, 2025

N THE CLI-\SSIFIEDS'

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Discover
Oxygen Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call 1-888-
815-4903. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance -NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all
the details! 1-855-973-9175
www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258. (mcn)

Don'’t Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. We stand by our
service and if we can't fix it,
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan
that fits your budget! Call:
1-877-743-7971(mcn)

business or item with a clas-

sified ad in the Midwest Free

Community Papers. Simple,
cost-effective, and powerful.
One call, and you’re done!
Boost your visibility now!
888-899-6327. (mcn)

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available.
Call 1-888-770-8025. Have
zip code of property ready
when calling! (mcn)

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT advertising which is deceptive,
fraudulent, or which might otherwise violate the law.

A GREAT place to live and work!

< Customer Service - Anficipating
needs and exceeding expectations

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care,
Serving the Aitkin Community:

Live at Aicota:

* Short Term Rehab/Recovery
¢ Long Term Living

* Assisted Living

* Respite Care

Work at Aicota:

* Nursing Assistant (free training)
* Social Wellness
* RN/LPN

AICOTA

HEALTH CARE CENTER

< Attitude - Having fun and
working hard while giving
100% to our residents

R Respecf - Supporting and
understanding that we are
all unigue and special

% Excellence - Emphasizing quality
and striving to always be better
tomorrow than we are today

< Stewardship - Maximizing

precious resources and ensuring
we use them to their fullest

Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living
850 2nd Street NW « Aitkin, MN 56431
218.927.2164 » www.aicota.com

Make the smartand ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

LIMITED e
o,
FFER 50 /o
OFF

OFFER!
INSTALLATION

SAVE!

FREE ESTIMATE
1.844.907.2386

;‘/\
€ERIEHOME.
Expires 4/30/2025 MADEINTHEU.S.A.

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum
urchase required. Qther restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behlf of Erie Construction
id-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area.

If you call the number provided, you consent to bemg contacted by telephone, SMS text message, emaiil,

pre-recorded messages by Erie’ or its affiliats service providers using automated technologies

notwithstanding if you'are on a DO NOT CALL list or reg\ster Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

‘Donate Your Vehicle

. Call (833)937-2593 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

POWERPROTECT
Standby Generators

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-
5574. Have zip code of service

location ready when you call!

MisSCELLANEOUS

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE
QUOTE from America’s Most
Trusted Interstate Movers.
Let us take the stress out of
moving! Speak to a Reloca-
tion Specialist, call 1-855-
315-1216. (mcn)

>

BFIIGGSF‘ STRATTON
5Y SOLUTIONS

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
o Free Pickup & Towing.

m Top Tax Deduction.
Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, walercrall and/or recreational vehicles
due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

7*(

Get a Standard
Warranty of

T YEARS $849Value

Call 1-877-785-0654

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional

installs. Senior & Military

Discounts available. Call:
1-855-315-1330. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance
company’s first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled
to cash settlements in the
$1000’s. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case
is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-888-
767-0798(mcn)

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care
for a health condition that
prevents you from working
for a year or more. Call now!
1-888-924-0449. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-228-5789
today to schedule a free
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It's a power move. (mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call
1-855-577-1268. (mcn)

B e winier $60/MO

N ronoRL AUTOMOBILES WIEALTY 3 MEDIOD OME SERVICES MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS
CoONT. CONT. CoNT.

Reach over 1.6 million homes
for just $249! Advertise your

Gull Lake Brick & Fireplacein
Baxter Fireplace and Stove
SALE. Hearthstone-Vermont
Castings-Envirofire-Os-
burn-Quadrafire-Majestic.
200 units on display, 100’s in
stock. 218-828-8292 w52-03

Safe Step. North Americas
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step
1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

The bathroom of your dreams
in as little as 1 day. Limited
Time Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments and No Interest
for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath
& Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials
& professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today! 1-833-
618-1178. (mcn)

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to last
alifetime! Limited Time Offer-
up to 50% off installation +
Additional 10% off install
(for military, health workers
& 1st responders.) Call Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-

2386. (mcn)

SAFES

NEW AND USED SAFES
FOR SALE e Safe repair
and locked safes opened
e Heavy and light duty gun
safes and vault doors on
hand e High security safes
for gold and silver e 320-360-
5431 w53

Rent <

Buy * * Trade *

Q Get Boost Infinite
1-855-849-6621

INFINITELY BETTER WIRELESS!

/ M@/A\N

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

EPICITY
Minnesota Classified Advertising Network ..::sios

EMPLOYMENT

SPEECH LANGUAGE
PATHOLOGIST
Assistant Long Term Sub. New
London-Spicer ~ Schools. ~ Required
AAS Degree from an accredited
SPLA Program. For more information,
see:  www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment

WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Advertise here statewide
in 200+ newspapers for
only $279 per week!
Call 612-332-8844

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand
movies, plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506
* SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper
or MNA 612/332-8844
to find out how you can save
money by placing your
advertisement here!

» iPhone 15 included with no trade-in needed to get started
» Unlimited Talk, Text and Data

~ 4 » Free upgrade to the latest iPhone EVERY YEAR

BOGO
40% OFF

Minimum purchase of 4

+ $200 OFF

Your Entire Purchase

Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 1/31

\
f
!

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

inogen

INOGEN®
PORTABLE OXYGEN
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-844-716-2411

jsk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purcl

430-day ri

Name

NewsHorrER Classified Order Form

Classified Rates
# of issues

1 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
1 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)

Address

1 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)
1 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)

City

State Zip

Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide printed maximum size)

All'lads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment.
Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad

Number of Words

Rate per Word X
Additional Costs +

Total Per Week

Number of Weeks  x
TOTAL COST OF AD

—
VISA

Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: ¢/ X @t @# G v oK TR X X O

-
Please make check payable to the NEwsHOPPER ﬂa"a

As Low as $5.50
per issue for

13 or more issues
10 word minimum)

Add a photo for
$12.00 per issue

We are not responsible for error due to illegible

copy or missing punctuation. Punctuation does

not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail
and web address counts as one word.

NewsHOPPER™
PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

send
to:

www.NewsHopper.net ¢ hopper@crosbyironton.net

Thank you for your order!
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Three ways

The new year perfect time
for a fresh start—especially
when it comes to your health
and well-being. But did you
know that your furry friend
can be the perfect partner
in your pursuit of a health-
ier lifestyle? Whether you're
looking to eat better, get
moving, or find a little more
peace in your daily routine,
your pet can be an essential
ally in making those goals a
reality. Here are three simple
yet effective ways you and
your pet can work together to
build healthy habits this year.
1. Exercise together

Getting active is one of
the most popular New Year’s
resolutions, but for many,
sticking to a gym routine can
be tough. Fortunately, there’s
no need for fancy equipment

NewsHopper™

www.NewsHopper.net

dogs and dog owners can accomplish resolutions together

or crowded workout spaces
to get your exercise in. In
fact, one of the best ways to
stay motivated is by turning
exercise into a shared expe-
rience with your pet.

If you have a dog, a daily
walk or jog is an easy way
to get your heart pumping
while also giving your dog
the exercise they need. If
you're up for a bit more of an
adventure, consider heading
to a local park or nature trail
to take your fitness to the
next level. Mix it up with a
game of fetch in the backyard
or take a trip to a dog park
to add some variety and
keep both you and your pet
engaged.

2. Revamp your diet

Eating well is a key compo-

nent of any health journey—

and it’s just as important
for your pet as it is for you.
This year, focus on feeding
yourself and your pet real,
wholesome foods that nour-
ish the body. Just like you,
your dog needs high-quality
nutrition to thrive.

By choosing quality food
for both you and your pet,
you can make a positive
impact on your diet—and
theirs. Healthy meals mean
more energy, better diges-
tion, and a happier, healthier
life for both of you.

3. Emotional serenity

[t's not just physical health
that benefits from spending
time with your pet—your
emotional well-being can
also see a boost. Research
from the National Institutes
of Health shows that quality

Governor Walz signs executive order to combat fraud | Continued from Page 1

prevent harm to the programs
that serve Minnesotans.”
Response to ongoing con-
cerns

While the Governor’s
proposals have garnered
support from some, they
have also faced criticism,
particularly from those who
argue that fraud prevention

efforts have been inadequate
under Walz’s leadership. Bill
Glahn, a policy fellow at the
Center of the American Ex-
periment, criticized the plan
as insufficient and largely
reactive, focusing more on
investigations and penalties
than on preventing fraud in
the first place.

- Fluorescent Bulbs

-‘usehold Hazardous Waste

* Free recycling of lead-acid car/marine
batteries - Batteries must be
SEPARATED from other waste and
CANNOT bedisposed of in the landfill!

+ Free compost of lawn and garden

material (please separate brush
a hes)

CROW WING

COUNTY
MINNESOTA
e ———

CROW, WING COUNTY LANDFILL
dpen Monglé‘y - Friday
8am - 4:30pm

The'Following Items are Accepted

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow

Wing County for recycling and disposal needs.

For.more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

- Free oil, oil filter, and antifreeze recycling
at the landfill and several drop-off
locations withing the County. Visit our
webpage for drop off locations:
www.crowwing.gov/recycling

- Demolition materials may be
disposed in the demolition landfill
for a fee

- Large appliances, electronics, tires
with or without rims, and scrap
metals can be disposed at the site
for a nominal fee for recycling.

Seecializing in
Shoreline Restoration

¢ Rip Rap Rock [nstallation

e Boulder Wall Material
Installation

¢ Sod [nstallation

e Class Five

e Bobcat Work

e Demolition

¢ All Dirt Work Needs

e Patios

General Building &
Remodeling Contractor
¢ Roofing

e Window [nstallation

¢ Siding

e Garages

e Doors

* Decks

¢ Handicarped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
e Basements

e Driveways

e Ponds

» Wild Life Food Plots

e Land & Lot Clearing
e Stump Removal

* Rip Rap

e Demolition

e Building Pads

e Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
e Black Dirt, Sand &
Gravel
* Roads / Road Building
* Boulder Walls
e Trail Brushing

Tree Removal

¢ Tree Removal and Clean-

up
e Stump Grinding

e Storm Damage Cleanup

e Aerial Truck

R Landscap,-
& Construcﬂon

Aitkin, Minnesota
License# BC768287

Glahn pointed to high-pro-
file cases, such as the Feeding
Our Future scandal, where
more than $250 million in
fraudulent payments, prompt-
ed action, state officials were
already aware of the fraud
before it occurred. He sug-
gested that the state should
focus more on empowering

Get Yours at

FLyincOurFLAG:COM
Faith e Family e Life o Liberty  Defe

Full Structural Steel Buildings
Home ¢ Garage » Shed » Office » Ag

Call 218-839-3371 for an estimate

N N &)

time with pets can lower
cortisol levels in humans,
helping to reduce stress and
promote a sense of calm.
Whether it's taking a lei-
surely stroll through the
neighborhood, playing in

the backyard, enjoying a
gentle grooming session, or
simply snuggling up for a few
moments of quiet together,
pets have a natural ability to
bring peace and joy into our
lives. This year, commit to

prioritizing your emotional
wellness by spending more
time enjoying the presence
of your furry friend.

Make this the year that you
and your pet embrace health
and wellness together.

Recovery journey at Hilltop Chapel

Hilltop Chapel is inviting
the community to an inspir-
ing and uplifting service on
Sunday, Jan. 12 at 10 a.m. The
service will feature Teen Chal-
lenge, a renowned Christian
organization that helps indi-
viduals overcome addiction,
as they share their powerful
testimonies and music that
speak to the life-changing
power of faith.

Teen Challenge members
will take the stage to sing
songs of hope and redemp-

agencies to stop fraudulent
payments before they occur,
rather than merely investigat-
ing fraud after the fact.
“Fraud has been so wide-
spread in social service pro-
grams under this governor
that we had to create an
entire ScandalTracker just
to keep up,” Glahn said.

tion, and share their personal
stories of how God has helped
them break free from addic-
tion. Their stories promise to
be moving and impactful,
offering a message of healing
and renewal to all who attend.

Following the service, ev-
eryone is welcome to stay and
connect with the Teen Chal-
lenge group in the fellowship
center, where refreshments
and goodies will be served.
This will be an opportunity
to meet the speakers, hear

“The problem isn’t just about
cracking down after the fact;
it's about preventing the fraud
in the first place.”
Looking forward

Governor Walz’s fraud
prevention measures build on
efforts initiated in the 2023
legislative session, which
included expanding oversight
of state grants, strengthening
compliance within the De-
partment of Human Services
(DHS), and creating an Office

more about their journeys,
and learn how Teen Challenge
continues to make a differ-
ence in the lives of people
overcoming addiction.

The event is open to ev-
eryone, so whether you've
been a part of Hilltop Chapel
for years or are attending for
the first time, this service is a
chance to witness the power
of transformation through faith
and support those who are
walking through their recov-
ery journey.

of Inspector General within
the Department of Education.

As the legislative pack-
age moves forward, state
lawmakers will review the
Governor’s proposals and
determine the best approach
to enhancing fraud detection
and enforcement. For now,
the administration signals that
they will remain focused on
preventing further abuse of
public resources.
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