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ByNicole Anzia
Special to The Washington Post

No one wants to think about
their own death.Most people plan
to get a will done eventually, but
then continually put it off or for-
get to do it during the course of
their busy lives.
A study conducted in 2017 by

the Kaiser Family Foundation
found that 60% of Americans
don’t have a will.
People delay doing their estate

documents because they don’t
know where to start, think it
will cost too much, or just don’t
think it’s necessary because
they’re young and healthy. And, of
course, the process involves mak-
ing tough decisions.
“Knowing your plan is in place

and your loved ones are provided
for can be of some comfort,” says
Marla Roeser, aWashington-area
estate planning attorney.
Here are some tips to get you

started:

Wills and revocable trusts
Every adult with assets should

have a will. And if you own prop-
erty or have minor children, it is
even more important. If you die
without a will, you will have given
up all control over what happens
to your money, assets and minor
children.
And leaving a mess for others

to deal with is not only irrespon-
sible, but it can also end up caus-
ing major emotional and finan-
cial strain for your survivors. For
those who don’t have extremely
complex financial matters, online
sites make creating a will conve-
nient and affordable.
A revocable living trust is an-

other option for end-of-life plan-
ning. It differs from a will in that
it allows you to transfer your as-
sets into a trust that you can con-
trol until your death.
After you die, the assets in the

trust will automatically pass to
your beneficiaries, avoiding the
need to go through probate.

Health-care power of
attorney and living will

Ahealth-care power of attorney
and living will also are critical es-
tate documents and often are re-
ferred to as “advance directives.”
The durable health-care power of
attorney designates whowill have
the power tomake health-care de-
cisions for you if you can’t make
them yourself.
Family members may have dif-

ferent ideas regarding various
health-care decisions, but the
power of attorney gives the des-
ignee the final decision-making
power.
A living will explains what type

of medical treatment you wish to
receive at the end of your life.
Many people think their family
members will know what to do
when faced with critical deci-
sions regarding health care, but

during such a stressful and uncer-
tain time, it’s better to have your
wishes clearly communicated to
your loved ones in a written doc-
ument.
Living wills can also be created

online.
Five Wishes (fivewishes.org) is

a popular resource, but there are
other options available, too. Each
site informs you of the require-
ments in your state.

Financial power of attorney
The financial power of attor-

ney document is another stan-
dard part of any estate plan. This
document designates someone to
manage your legal and financial
affairs.
If you don’t designate an agent

and you become disabled, the only
way to manage your assets is for
a loved one to go to court and get
a guardian appointed, which can
be costly and takemonths to com-
plete.
As with your will and other es-

tate documents, a simple finan-

cial power of attorney can be cre-
ated online.

Working with an attorney
If you choose to work with

an estate planning attorney in-
stead of creating your own doc-
uments online, that person can
guide you through the process
in a relatively short time frame.
“Unless you have a highly so-

phisticated portfolio that re-
quires complicated tax plan-
ning, estate planning docu-
ments can be drawn up within
a few weeks,” attorney Amanda
DiChello said.
The process involves an ini-

tial meeting or conference call,
some follow-up discussions, a
review of the documents and
the execution of the documents.
DiChello says, “The length of

time it takes from start to fin-
ish is usually determined by
how quickly clients are able to
make decisions, some of which
require careful consideration.”
If you have used an estate at-

torney in the past and would
like to make changes to exist-
ing documents, DiChello recom-
mends you contact an attorney.
“Making handwritten changes
to existing estate planning doc-
uments can lead to costly mis-
takes.
And proving the validity of

those changes is a time-con-
suming process that can signif-
icantly delay probate,” DiChello
says.

Sharing the complete
picture

Separate from creating essen-
tial estate documents, it’s cru-
cial to provide a trusted friend
or family member with a com-
plete picture of your financial
life, including where you bank,
your account numbers and the
names of the companies you use

for your 401(k), IRA, 529 and
pension, as well as your point
of contact at each company.
Also pass along ownership

information for assets such
as cars and homes, as well as
any information related to out-
standing debts.

Passwords
It is vital that someone knows

how to access your accounts,
which requires creating a doc-
ument with your usernames and
passwords to pass along, or es-
tablishing an account with an
online company that stores your
password information and giv-
ing the access information for
the master site to a trusted per-
son.

Documents
Keep your marriage license,

settlement papers from a di-
vorce, birth certificate and So-
cial Security number among
your important documents, too.
Include with this information

the name of your life insurance
company and policy number,
as well as other important con-
tacts who could assist surviving
family members in the event of
your death — your financial ad-
viser, lawyer, insurance con-
tacts and your accountant.
Making plans for your death

feels like a morbid pursuit, but
if you think about it in terms of
your legacy to your loved ones,
it can seem a little more man-
ageable.
And even though end-of-

life planning requires that you
make difficult decisions, the
process usually turns out to be
less challenging than people
think it will be.
Any stress associated with

getting your estate documents
created and organized is typi-
cally outweighed by the relief of
having gotten it done.

If you’ve been putting off making
a will, now is a good time to do it

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

A living will is an important component of medical and estate planning.
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A note from your
Howe-Peterson
family…
Happy New Year & welcome 2025!!
Howe-Peterson Funeral Home &
Cremation Services would like to
thank all the families we have served
over the years and those who have
trusted us by creating an Advance
Funeral Plan. We all know the two
guarantees in life: Birth & Death.
That may seem harsh but it is just
a fact. Unsure what to do about the
later? We have you covered! Our
amazing Advance Funeral Planning
Consultants, Danielle Sienkiewicz
& Jeffrey Kelley will schedule a free
no obligation consultation with you
to review the services and products
we have to offer. Forewarning, there
are a lot of options for you to select
from and it can be overwhelming but
that is why we are here for you. We
believe that for you to make the best
selections for yourself, it is imperative
that you see all your options because
you don’t know what you don’t know
until you know it. From your decision
to choose burial or cremation,
organizing a viewing, gathering
and/or ceremony and selecting
personalized merchandise that best
reflects the life and spirit of your
loved one or yourself. Remember
that selecting to be cremated does
not limit your selections but adds a
whole different level of opportunities
to keep your loved one close through
remembrance jewelry, attractive
keepsake urns, or solidifying the
cremated remains of your loved
one to create Parting Stones which
allows you to keep your loved one
close, hold the stones for comfort or
to share with others. We are ready to
assist you in creating a meaningful
and memorable event.

Many of you have already experienced
‘the Howe-Peterson way’ either by
organizing or attending a funeral
service at one of our facilities or
maybe you have participated with our
Advance Funeral Planning lunch &

learn events. Did you know that our
directors are very active in numerous
groups and organizations within the
communities we serve? We believe
that it is important to participate and
engage with our community which is
why we participate in family fun events
like the Trunk or Treat organized by
the Dearborn Historical Museum. We
also participate in charity golf events,
bowling leagues, senior events and
city clubs like the Goodfellows. Our
directors have been recognized for
their vast achievements, participation
as panel guests at conferences and
engage with a variety of Senior
Expo Events.

We would like to inform you of some
exciting news, our organization is
growing! Howe-Peterson Funeral
Home&Cremationrecentlypurchased
the J.L. Peters Funeral Home at 3880
Fort Street in Lincoln Park. We would
like to assure our families that you
will continue to receive the same
exceptional customer experience at
this location as you have come to
expect from our Dearborn and Taylor
locations. And we have a surprise for
you! The same familiar face that has
represented J.L. Peters will continue
to be present at our Lincoln Park
location. We feel blessed that Paula
has decided to stay on board to man
the fort on Fort . From the whole
Howe-Peterson team, thank you
Paula for joining our family. We love
the warmth and wealth of history
you bring.

Our Lincoln Park location will remain
open to continue to care for our
families. You have trusted us to
be there for you in Dearborn and
Taylor, now we are bringing the
Experience of family ® Since 1873
downriver to serve more families.
Come check us out!

t

*Planning Conference, Viewing & Ceremony
Monday-Friday • 10am-3pm ONLY

FUNERALHOME & CREMATION SERVICES

Lincoln Park
3880 Fort Street • 313-928-6500

Complete Ceremonial Burial or
Cremation Package
**No Substitutions or Additions Available

$6,000.00
starting at

Complete Non-Ceremonial
Cremation Package
**No Substitutions or Additions Available

$2,199.00
starting at

exclusively with

ALL
INCLUSIVE

At one of life’s most difficult times,
you can count on

Howe-Peterson
to be there for you.

LOWER
PRICES
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From custom-printed
materials and laser-etched
keepsakes to themed
receptions tailored to your
preferences, we go above and
beyond to create meaningful
and memorable celebrations
of life.

Our four facilities are
thoughtfully designed with modern amenities to
ensure a warm, welcoming environment for families
and guests. Whether you are seeking a quiet space
for reflection or a setting equipped with the latest
technology for multimedia presentations, our locations
are maintained to provide comfort and support.

At Molnar Funeral Homes, we believe in the
importance of pre-planning. Pre-planning provides
peace of mind by alleviating emotional stress,
simplifying decisions for your loved ones, and ensuring
your final wishes aare honored.

OOur dedicated Pre-Planning
Specialists are available to assist you
at any of our locations or in the
comfort of your home. We also host
monthly Peace of Mind seminars in
a relaxed, supportive environment,
offering valuable insights and
answers to your questions about the
pre-planning process.

We are committed to providing
unparalleled support before, during,
and after services, helping you create
a lasting tribute that honors the life,
mmemory, and legacy of your loved
oone. At Molnar Funeral Homes, we
aare here for you every step of the way.

Molnar Funeral Homes has
been a cornerstone of trust
and care in the community
for over a century, proudly
serving families since 1923.

With four convenient
locations in Brownstown,
Southgate, and Wyandotte,
we are now in our fifth generation of providing
compassionate service and unwavering support during
life’s most challenging times.

We offer a comprehensive range of services to meet
the diverse needs of the families we serve, including
traditional funeral ceremonies and cremation options.
Our dedication to personalization ensures that each
service authenticallyy celebrates the unique life story

of your loved one.
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734-284-1600 | MOLNARFUNERALHOME.COM

PRE-PLANNING | RECEPTIONS | PERSONALIZED SERVICES | CARING TEAM

FOR OVER 100 YEARS
AND FIVE GENERATIONS

WE AREWITH YOUEvery Step
OF THEWAY

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS IN BROWNSTOWN, SOUTHGATE, & WYANDOTTE.
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Uncertainty happens –
A loved one enters a nursing home; your mom can no
longer handle her finances; grandma dies; your aunt
wanders from home and can’t remember how to get
back; a disabled child on Medicaid benefits receives
money from a lawsuit settlement.

The Law Offices of Kevin M. Gilhool is an elder law firm
that assists families in Michigan facing long-term care
costs protect their savings and maximize government
benefits. These benefits can include Medicare and
Medicaid benefits, Veterans Administration benefits,
and creative use of private finances. Our practice
includes preparation and advice regarding durable
powers of attorney, health care surrogates, living wills,
trusts, and last will and
testaments. We assist in the
administration of decedent’s
estates including probate
administration and trust
administration. We also
provide advice and counsel
pertaining to guardianship
matters. Our practice offers
planning for the disabled
including special needs
trusts. Our team’s mission
is to provide guidance and
thoughtful counsel in times
of uncertainty.

(734) 285-9040
2409 Fort Street, Wyandotte, MI 48192

The Law Offices of
Kevin M. Gilhool

Specializing in
• Estate Planning
• Probate Work
• Medicaid Planning

2409 Fort Street, Wyandotte
734.285.9040 • kgelderlaw.com

| SPECIALSECTION | THENEWSHERALD.COM SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 20256 T



ByNAPS
North American Precis Syndicate

The death of loved ones brings more
than just grief. It creates a long list of ques-
tions about that person that can no longer
be answered.
Drawing up awill is one of the important

steps in making sure your final wishes are
carried out and end-of-life planning helps
to ease the burden of death for your family.
It’s never too early to plan and share your

last wishes:
• Create a will and a living will that in-

cludes financial, medical and custodial di-
rectives.
• Make a list of important personal in-

formation, such as the location of impor-
tant legal and financial documents, wishes
for personal belongings, as well as special
pet care instructions.
• Determine the type of funeral or cre-

mation you want, including wishes regard-
ing songs, poems or prayers, charities and
flowers.
• Write personal messages and life les-

sons to be shared with loved ones after you
part.
• Entrust someone to be responsible for

the information.
Tom and Candace Goldman lost loved

ones and didn’t know their last wishes. As
the Goldmans guessed what their loved
ones would have wanted, they talked about
all the details they wish they had known
before it was too late. Candace’s mother
had told her that herwill was in her hatbox.
No one would have found it if she hadn’t
mentioned it ahead of time.
“Dealingwith loss is difficult enough, but

not knowing what our loved ones would
have wanted made it even worse even
worse,” Tom Goldman said.
Death is an uncomfortable subject that is

so often avoided, but ignoring the topic and
its responsibilities often results in guess-
work for a loved one’s funeral, finances, es-
tate and belongings.
“When people die, they often leave con-

flicting details, loose ends and mysteries
for their friends and families to figure out,”
says the Rev. Ashleea Nielsen, author of the
blog The Art of Living and Dying. “Prepar-
ing for death helps mitigate pain during
one of themost difficult times in our lives.”
A growing number of people are find-

ing both emotional and financial security
in something that is also an important part
of estate planning. They are pre-planning
their funeral. Many are also finding that
taking advantage of what pre-planning has
to offermay be easier if they do their home-
work aboutwhat theymaywant and the op-
tions available before they sit down with
the experts.
Although some people may find it hard

to talk about advance planning, it can be
harder on your family if you don’t talk
about your wishes for your final arrange-
ments. Oneway to tackle planningwithout
feeling overwhelmed is to break up the pro-
cess into more manageable steps.
• Memorial or funeral service: Focus on

the type of service youwouldwant and how
you can personalize that service, whether
it’s more traditional, somber or a unique
celebration of your life. Decide if it should
be a more intimate or larger gathering
and consider music, readings or any other
unique element to personalize the service.
• Burial or cremation: If burial is your

preference, consider purchasing a cemetery
plot in advance. If you decide on crema-
tion, remember to make plans for perma-
nent placement of the cremated remains.
Consider a mausoleum or columbarium to
give your family a physical place for visita-
tion and reflection. This also prevents the
possibility of the ashes being misplaced or
discarded in later years if kept with a fam-
ily member.
• Funding options: One advantage of

prearranging your funeral is that you can
lock in today’s prices for products and ser-
vices thatmay bemore expensive in the fu-
ture. It’s best to workwith a professional to
understand the particular laws and regula-
tions that protect those funds.

WILLANDTESTAMENT

Take steps early to
share your last wishes

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRANDPOINT

None of us wants to be a burden on those we love. Yet conversations around funeral
planning can be tough.

Agrowingnumber of people are finding
both emotional and financial security
in something that is also an important
part of estate planning.

A V A I L A B L E

Dayor Night

Michigan Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.; Michigan Memorial Park, Inc.; Michigan Memorial Park Crematory
Company, Inc. These companies are separately owned and operated. Daniel P. Dwyer, CEO / Owner of
Michigan Memorial Funeral Home, Inc. ©2024. Michigan Memorial Funeral Home. All Rights Reserved.

Call 734-783-2646 to get started.

www.MiMemorial.comwww.MiMemorial.com

WHEN A DEATH OCCURS, it is often difficult to know what
to do, especially if it is late at night or on a weekend. At
Michigan Memorial Funeral Home your peace of mind is our
first concern. There is always someone on call to answer
your questions and to help you in your time of need.
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ByClaraWiggins
Special to The Washington Post

No one wants to think or
talk about it, but choosing
someone to look after your
children if you die could
be one of the most impor-
tant decisions you make as
a parent.
That question hit my

husband and me hard one
awful day a few years ago
when my eldest brother
died of a heart attack and
hadn’t left a will. He was
survived by the mother of
his two children.
But that event, coupled

with the fact that my hus-
band’s job as a law enforce-
ment officer takes us to
some dangerous locations
around the world, made us
realize that we needed to
prepare for anything.
My brother’s death was a

horrible reminder that no
one is invincible. And all
of us — especially parents
— need to prepare for life
after our deaths. Most im-
portant, we need to think
about whom we want to
raise our kids if we are not
around to do it.
I would be lying if I said

this was an easy decision.
We narrowed the choice to
two of my siblings, for geo-
graphic and practical rea-
sons. But asking someone to
take on two extra children
— even if the chances are
slim that both of us would
die before they are grown—
is no trivial matter.
There are so many con-

siderations, including who
would look after them in a
parenting style similar to
your own, what would hap-
pen with their education or
even who has room in their

house.
We chose the brother

nearest to my parents, who
could provide additional
support. Fortunately, he
and his wife said “yes”
when we broached the sen-
sitive question with them;
I’m not sure what we would
have done if they had said
“no.”
Katherine Creamer and

her husband wanted to
choose a family who shared
their faith as guardians of
their two daughters, ages 6
and 3.
“We talked extensively,

and it was a close call be-
tween a few people, but
eventually we landed on
some close friends whom
we consider to be family,”
she says.
Creamer and her hus-

band drew up a will to in-
clude guardianship when
their oldest was a baby and
before the birth of their sec-
ond child.
“This is one of the most

important things you can
set up when you have chil-
dren to help others make
things go smoother in the
event of a worst-case sce-
nario,” she says. “No one
wants to think about it,
but you owe it to yourself,
your children and everyone
around you to have it made
official.”
Given how hard it is

to nominate your child’s
guardian, I wondered what
would happen if you die be-
fore making this choice —
or if you had thought about
it but hadn’t formalized it
in a will.
Gina M. Spada, a lawyer

whoworks on guardianship
and estate planning, says
choosing a guardian is one

of the most contentious is-
sues for parents drafting a
will. It also tends to be the
one thing that slows the es-
tate-planning process.
But even with a will, she

says, it is still up to a family
court to make the decision.
“Guardianship is decided

based on what is in the
best interests of the child,”
Spada says. “However, with-
out a nominated guardian,
the court has no informa-
tion of the parents’ wishes
to consider.”
She emphasized that it

is still important to put
your decision in your will
rather than just discuss it

informally because “an in-
formal nomination would
hold very little weight with
the court.”
I asked her what would

happen if the people you
asked didn’t want to do it.
“If a person is nominated

as a guardian, he or she is
under no obligation to ac-
cept. It would certainly not
be in the best interests of
the child for the court to ap-
point a guardian who does
not want children,” Spada
says. “Therefore, it is ex-
tremely important to dis-
cuss guardianship with the
person you intend to nom-
inate.”

And what if you really
can’t think of anyone to
nominate — or everyone
you ask declines?
“There is not gener-

ally anything that can be
done,” Spada says. “The
court would try and find
someone who is known to
the children, but if there is
really no one, they would
most probably end up in
foster care.”
It’s a situation no one

wants to be in.
As hard as it might be,

sit down with your part-
ner, other family members
and/or a trusted friend,
make that appointment

with your lawyer, and nom-
inate a guardian. If you are
a single parent, this deci-
sion is even more vital —
especially if your child’s
other parent isn’t alive or
involved.
We all hope this is some-

thing that will never be
needed, but as I learned
when my brother died, we
don’t know what is around
the next corner.
It’s better to be prepared

for anything. And because
you know your children and
their needs better than any-
one, this is a decision that
shouldn’t be left to some-
one else.

Deciding who will take care of
your children if the worst happens

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO EDITORIAL SERVICES

No one wants to think or talk about it, but choosing someone to look after your children if you die could be one of the
most important decisions you make as a parent.

FAMILYCARE
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Offering Traditional and Cremation Services

Our chapels are conveniently located in Dearborn,
Taylor and our newly renovated chapel in Allen Park.

Family owned and operated for over 70 years. We continue
to service families in the community by providing
traditional burials to simple cremations. We also offer the
option to preplan by documenting your wishes with our
funeral home.

Preplanning is simple, secure and one of the best ways to
help your family during their difficult time of grief and loss.

There are many advantages in preplanning, but most
importantly, it ensures that your wishes will be carried out
down to the last detail.

Did you know that that families who prefund their
final wishes are locked into today’s costs?

Contact us to set up a free no obligation appointment

313-928-2300.

For more information on prices and services,
call us or submit an inquiry on our website at

www.voranfuneralhome.com

 Yes, please contact me to set up
a no obligation consultation regarding
preplanning.

 No, I’m not ready to meet, but
please mail me some information.

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

Please complete and mail to:
Voran Funeral Home

5900 Allen Rd. Allen Park, MI 48101
Or you may call us at 313-928-2300 or
email: info@voranfuneralhome.com
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When a loved one dies, grieving family
members and friends often are confronted
with dozens of decisions about the funeral
— all of which must be made quickly and
often under great emotional duress.
Each year, Americans spend billions of

dollars arranging more than 2 million fu-
nerals for familymembers and friends. The
increasing trend toward pre-need planning
— when people make funeral arrange-
ments in advance — suggests that many
consumers want to compare prices and
services so that ultimately, the funeral re-

flects a wise and well-informed purchas-
ing decision, as well as a meaningful one.
The Federal Trade Commission offers

seven steps to help shop for funeral prod-
ucts:

1. Shop around in advance. Compare
prices from at least two funeral homes.

Remember that you can supply your own
casket or urn.

2. Ask for a price list. The law requires
funeral homes to give you written price

lists for products and services.

3. Resist pressure to buy goods and ser-
vices you don’t really want or need.

4. Avoid emotional overspending. It’s not
necessary to have the fanciest casket

or the most elaborate funeral to properly
honor a loved one.

5. Recognize your rights. Laws regard-
ing funerals and burials vary from

state to state. It’s a smart move to know
which goods or services the law requires
you to purchase and whichare optional.
Pre-need planning can help people make
wise and well-informed funeral decisions.

6. Apply the same smart shopping tech-
niques you use for other major pur-

chases. You can cut costs by limiting the
viewing to one day or one hour before
the funeral, and by dressing your loved
one in a favorite outfit instead of costly
burial clothing.

7. Plan ahead. It allows you to compari-
son shop without time constraints, cre-

ates an opportunity for family discussion
and lifts some of the burden from your
family. In addition, if you are planning
your own service, it’s a good idea to re-
view and revise your decision every few
years.
The FTC offers a consumer guide to

funeral planning, complete with a price
checklist, glossary of terms, a description
of services, information sources and a list
of questions to ask.
To request a copy of Funerals, A Con-

sumer Guide, or for additional informa-
tion, call 877-382-4357 or visit ftc.gov.

Tips on keeping funerals affordable
PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Funeral homes sell packages of goods and services, but sometimes there’s more wrapped into them than you want.

MONEYMATTERS
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In our ongoing commitment to providing exceptional service and support to our community, we are excited to
announce a significant change to our brand identity. With three esteemed locations, we have decided to bring all of

them together under a single, unified name: Kernan Funeral Homes.
This rebranding effort is designed to better represent the values and mission that drive us, ensuring a consistent and
seamless experience for all families we serve. Every interaction with Kernan Funeral Homes, regardless of the location,
will uphold the same level of compassion and respect that our community has come to expect. Each location will retain
its unique character and continue to serve with unwavering dedication. It marks a new chapter in our history, one that

honors our legacy while embracing the future.

Czopek Funeral Directors 2157 Oak St.
Wyandotte, MI 48192

Serving families in the downriver community for
90 years, Czopek Funeral Directors has been a
cornerstone of support and care. The current
location, built in 1935, was originally owned by
Mr. Frank Czopek and his wife Evelyn. In 1985,
the funeral home was acquired by Chris Poirier,
Jim Poirier, and John Michalak, with Gary Kissel
joining at a later date. Looking to expand their
reach, Kernan Funeral Service merged with

Czopek Funeral Home, making John Kernan a
partner. Generations of families have trusted
Czopek Funeral Directors, making it a staple in

the community

Kernan Funeral Service 1020 Fort St.
Lincoln Park, MI 48146
Originally known as

Nixon-Weiss Funeral Home, Kernan Funeral.
Service was purchased by John and Jeanne
Kernan. Their vision was to provide funeral

services with unmatched dignity and empathy.
In 1997, they merged with Czopek Funeral

Directors of Wyandotte, expanding their reach
and enhancing the communities they served.

Kernan Funeral Service has built a reputation for
compassionate care and professional excellence.

Heritage Funeral Home 15748 Fort St.
Southgate, MI 48195

Initially part of the Girrbach-Krasun Funeral
Homes, Czopek Funeral Directors purchased the
building in 2014, changing the name to Heritage
Funeral Home, making it the third in the family
business. Heritage Funeral Home continues to
uphold the tradition of providing exceptional

service and support to families in the
Southgate area.

Visit our website at
www.kernanfuneralhomes.com
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The value of a meaningful funeral
cannot be underestimated.
Funerals give families and friends an

opportunity to come together to cele-
brate a life, to mourn together but also
to reflect together as they share mem-
ories of a loved one and look back on
times spent together.
As funeral service offerings become

more diverse, sometimes the choices
available become overwhelming or come
with questions of their own.
One of the rising trends within fu-

neral service is cremation, a practice
that is by no means new, but increas-

ingly popular.
People who are making end-of-life ar-

rangements have a lot of questions, and
surveys show that consumers have a lack
of information regarding funeral options
and planning.
There are still a lot of myths surround-

ing cremation, chief among them that
it is an alternative to a funeral service.
Cremation is, in and of itself, a means
of preparing human remains for final
disposition. Choosing cremation in no
way suggests that a memorial service, or
even a traditional funeral service, can’t
or shouldn’t take place.
Cremation actually provides you with

increased flexibility when you make your
funeral and ceremony arrangements.

You might, for example, choose to have
a traditional funeral service before the
cremation — in the funeral home, with
the body present. This is not an unusual
occurrence, and in situations where fam-
ilies are split on the issue, is often a good
compromise.
There also can be a memorial service

at the time of cremation or after the cre-
mation with the urn present, or a com-
mittal service at the final disposition of
cremated remains. Funeral or memorial
services can be held in a place of wor-
ship, a funeral home or a crematory cha-
pel.
What is important to remember is

that funerals and memorial services fill
an important role for those mourning

the death of a loved one. They are often
the first step in the healing process, and
the rituals involved provide a number
of comforts to those who are grieving.
Cremation is not an alternative to

such a service, but merely a step in the
process.
There is a wide variety of options

available to you and your loved ones as
you think about your own needs, and
your local funeral home is ready to
walk you through every step of the way.
Whether it’s a small memorial service or
a large funeral, the key is to develop a
meaningful celebration of life.
For more information, visit the Na-

tional Funeral Directors Association at
nfda.org.

Creating a meaningful funeral may include cremation

Dan and Kelly
Dwyer said
they are proud
of the on-site
crematorium
at Michigan
Memorial Funeral
Home that was
added years ago
so the funeral
home could
oversee the
entire crematory
procedure.

KEITH SALOWICH
— FOR THE NEWS-

HERALD

OPTIONSAREAVAILABLE
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If you’re like many older Americans,
you’ve always taken care of the people who
are important to you.
One of the greatest gifts you can give

your family is the knowledge that they
have the means to cover your final ex-
penses when you pass on.
Final expense insurance can provide

that money so you don’t have to worry
about burdening already emotional fam-
ily members.

Find the best plan for you
Final expense life insurance is perma-

nent or term, and guaranteed or simplified.
You should decide which plans are best for
you before you apply.
Term life insurance is based on how long

you want the policy to stay in force. Usu-
ally, you can choose between 10-, 15-, 20-,
or 30-year contracts. The premium and
death benefit are guaranteed to remain
the same for the entire contract period.
Most permanent plans are whole life in-

surance policies. This means the policy is
good as long as you pay your premium. The
premium and death benefit are guaranteed
to remain the same and there is a guaran-
teed cash value. If you want coverage un-
til you pass on, nomatter when it happens,
then you should consider this type of plan.

Common features
Some of the common features of whole

life final expense plans:
• Simplified underwriting with no phys-

ical exam when applying
• Benefits never decrease
• Full death benefit is paid at age 100

(less any outstanding loans and interest)
• Cannot be canceled for any reason as

long as premiums are paid
• Builds cash value that you can bor-

row against
• Benefits paid to the benefi- ciary of

your choice income tax free
• Available up to age 85
You can’t reduce the emotional turmoil

the loss of a loved one can bring, but you
can lessen the financial burden on your
family with final expense insurance.

COVERED

Final expense insurance
lessens burden for your family

GETTY IMAGES

Life insurance living benefits provide extra financial security while you’re still alive, but
they come at a cost.

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

Like homeowners and auto insurance policies, life insurance provides financial protection
in difficult circumstances.

Starting the
Conversation

Michigan Memorial Funeral Home, Inc.; Michigan Memorial Park, Inc.; Michigan Memorial Park Crematory
Company, Inc. These companies are separately owned and operated. Daniel P. Dwyer, CEO / Owner of
Michigan Memorial Funeral Home, Inc. ©2024. Michigan Memorial Funeral Home. All Rights Reserved.

Advanced planning for your funeral
arrangements and your final resting
place is the ultimate gift of love.

When someone dies, grieving
friends and family are often
confronted with dozens of
decisions that need to be made
quickly, and often under emotional
duress. Take the first step, and
contact us today. You may be
surprised how easy it can be.

734-783-2646 For Funeral Home
734-782-2473 For Park
www.MiMemorial.comwww.MiMemorial.com

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2025 THENEWSHERALD.COM | SPECIALSECTION | 13T



Hospice programs are designed
to provide care to those facing
end-of-life illnesses and offer sup-
port for such individuals’ families
and caregivers.
The hospice philosophy is a rel-

atively recent one, at least in the
United States.
According to Harvard Medi-

cal School, in the 1970s a grow-
ing number of terminally ill peo-
ple were dying alone in hospitals.
In response to that, the hospice
movement began to offer services
that would enable individuals to
die free of pain and with dignity.
Resources were available to fam-
ilies facing tough decisions.
Hospice is fully covered by

Medicare for all eligible patients
and is covered by most Medicaid
and commercial insurance plans.
Choosing a hospice provider is

an important decision. Depend-
ing on where a person lives, there
may be a variety of hospice op-
tions, and each may differ in a
number of ways, including qual-
ity of care.
The following tips can help

families as they seek hospice fa-
cilities:
• Start with a state or national

website. Organizations like the
National Hospice and Palliative
Care Organization (nhpco.org) of-
fer databases of hospice providers
across the U.S. This enables fam-
ilies to filter their options by pro-
vider type as well as geographic
location.
• Determine the care outcome.

You can decide which type of ser-
vices will be needed for your loved
one. Hospice programs can man-
age pain and symptoms; pro-
vide drugs, medical supplies and
equipment; teach family mem-
bers how to care for loved ones;
help with emotional and spiri-
tual aspects of death; and provide
services like speech and physical
therapy. Identifying the desired
course of hospice treatment en-
sures families ask the right ques-
tions when visiting facilities.
• Know the screening require-

ments. Ask about the qualifica-
tions of hospice workers and vol-

unteers as well as the level and
type of training they receive be-
fore being placed with families.
• Determine caseload and how

busy the hospice providermay be.
Some hospices assign a certain
number of patients to each staff
member, while others offer only
one-on-one assignments. This
can affect how flexible schedul-
ing may be.
• Where does care take place?

Hospice services may occur in
hospitals, skilled nursing homes,
private residences or specialized
hospice centers. Identify which
scenario works for you and find
services that align with it.
• Learn the reputation and

read reviews of hospice providers.
It may be easy to go with an ini-
tial recommendation, particularly
when you want to offer fast relief
to a loved one. However, families
should read reviews and verify re-

ferrals before choosing a facility.

In the know
When an aging family member

is nearing the end of his or her
life, many families rely on hos-
pice care to provide a level of care
and comfort that ensures the per-
son’s final days are less challeng-
ing than theymight otherwise be.
Families who have never before
had to rely on hospice care may
have some common questions,
which the National Institute on
Aging (nia.nih.gov)has answered
in order to simplify this some-
times challenging period in the
life of aging individuals and their
families.

What is hospice care?
The NIA notes that hospice

care is for people with serious
illnesses who choose to cease or
continue treatment. That’s an im-

portant distinction, as a miscon-
ception regarding hospice care is
that it’s reserved for people who
have stopped receiving treatment
for their illness.

Where do people receive
hospice care?

Anothermisconception regard-
ing hospice care is that it’s pro-
vided exclusively at facilities that
specialize in hospice services.
Though the NIA notes nursing
homes, assisted living facilities
and even hospitals may provide
hospice care, it’s also possible for
individuals to receive such care at
home. Receiving hospice care at
home is a significant benefit for
many aging individuals who pre-
fer the creature comforts of their
own homes to the settings at hos-
pitals and other facilities. Though
facilities that specialize in provid-

ing hospice care often go to great
lengths to establish peaceful,
comfortable settings, many fam-
ilies like having the option that
allows an aging relative to receive
hospice care at home, where they
might be able to enjoy more fre-
quent visits from loved ones.

Which services are
included in hospice care?

The NIA notes that an assort-
ment of services fall under the
umbrella of hospice care. Pain re-
lief, physical or occupational ther-
apy, emotional and spiritual sup-
port, and advance care planning
are some of the services noted
by the NIA that are typically of-
fered as hospice care. Families
are encouraged to discuss spe-
cific services their loved one may
need with their loved one’s physi-
cian. That information can then
be used to find the right hospice
care arrangement.

Are medications stopped
upon entering hospice?

The NIA indicates that medi-
cation to cure or control a seri-
ous illness will stop when a per-
son enters hospice care. For ex-
ample, a cancer patient will no
longer receive chemotherapy af-
ter entering hospice care. How-
ever, medications to treat condi-
tions or symptoms unrelated to a
person’s illness can continue to be
administered.

Is hospice care 24/7?
The NIA notes that hospice

care is rarely a round-the-clock
service. Though a hospice care
team member may be available
at all hours, the NIA indicates
that most of the of the day-to-
day care is provided by family and
friends. However, families consid-
ering a facility outside an individ-
ual’s home are encouraged to ask
questions regarding round-the-
clock care.

— Metro Editorial Services

How to choose a hospice facility

PHOTO COURTESY OF METRO EDITORIAL SERVICES

Hospice is fully covered by Medicare for all eligible patients and is covered by most Medicaid and commercial
insurance plans.

AFINALCOMFORT
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Gerald M. Morello, Jr., Esq.

President, Morello Law Group, P.C.

EDUCATION

B.S.A., with High Honors in Finance
and Managerial Economics,
University of Michigan – Dearborn;
J.D., Higgins Scholar and Notre
Dame Law School Scholar, Notre
Dame Law School; M.B.A., with
Honors, University of Notre Dame
Graduate Business School.

AREAS OF PRACTICE

Estate Planning; Elder Law; Tax
Planning; Wills; Trusts and Estates;
Probate and Trust Administration;
Business Law; and Business
Planning.

CAREER

Mr. Morello has personally
developed or supervised over 10,000
Estate plans over the past 30 years.
He is a frequent speaker on estate
and business planning; selected as
Downriver’s Estate and Business
Planning Attorney; selected as one
of Detroit’s top estate planning
lawyers by DBusiness Magazine;
awarded the Five Star Professional
by Martindale-Hubbell Platinum
Client Award; Northville Record
People’s Choice Award for Best
Attorney.

By: Gerald M. Morello, Jr., Esq.
TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT OF 2017

President Trump’s 2017 Tax Act provides a great opportunity to simplify your estate planning and to better provide for the future of
your children and grandchildren. The following is a brief list of estate planning issues that should be part of any discussion.

REVIEW OF ESTATE PLAN

The beginning of the year is an ideal time to review your estate plan. Time flies, and your estate plan needs to keep current.

First, think about the key appointees within your documents. Are you still comfortable with who you’ve selected to handle your
financial and medical affairs if you pass away, or become incapacitated? Second, are your beneficiaries up to date? Third, does your
trust provide age (or other) restrictions on your beneficiaries and what is most appropriate now based on your beneficiaries’ current
circumstances? Lastly, if you do not have a comprehensive estate plan in place, now is the time to develop one.

IRA CONDUIT TRUST

The Secure Act went in to effect January 1, 2020. It dramatically changes the distribution rules for most beneficiaries. The
stretch IRA is eliminated for most beneficiaries in favor of a new 10 year rule. This significant tax rule change makes a current estate
plane even more important. IRA rules are complex, yet critically important in the estate planning arena. Most clients have retirement
accounts, and desire to continue the power of tax deferral for the beneficiary after one’s death. A properly designed Revocable Living
Trust requires appropriate provisions to ensure continued tax deferral on these accounts for the beneficiaries.

SIMPLIFIED PLANNING FOR MARRIED COUPLES

Historically, a married couple needed to establish two separate AB type Trusts to protect both the husband’s, as well as the
wife’s, exemptions against the Federal Estate Tax. For a married couple, if you did not ”protect it,” you would ”lose it.” Now, with proper
planning, most married couples can protect both the spouse’s exemptions against the Federal Estate Tax by doing some very simple,
straight-forward planning. This simplified approach will not always be appropriate planning; it‘s based on many factors the clients
should be made aware of.

LADY BIRD DEEDS

Our offices utilize Lady Bird Deeds to protect a primary residence during a nursing home stay from the Medicaid spend-down
rules, while ensuring that, at death, the home ultimately is transferred to the Trust in order to avoid the Michigan Estate Recovery Act.
This Act provides the State of Michigan with the ability to be reimbursed for Medicaid costs by extracting the reimbursement from the
sale of the primary residence after the taxpayer has passed away.

MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS

Your estate plan should be reviewed on a regular basis with an experienced estate planning attorney to ensure your important
legal affairs are in good order. Remember that there are many issues to address, so make sure you are fully informed of what is right
for you.

If you would like further information, or to schedule an appointment to discuss your current estate planning needs, please contact
Morello Law Group, P.C. at 734-281-6464 or 248-347-2950 or morellolawgroup.com.

Here are some additional recommendations on what to consider when updating your estate plan:
• Prepare or update a Revocable Living Trust to avoid probate court, eliminate government interference, maintain privacy, simplify

administration and protect your family’s estate.
• Review ownership and beneficiary designation to make certain they are owned or “funded” in the name of your Trust. Do not put

a child on the deed to your home, stocks or mutual funds due to adverse tax consequences.
• Roll-over 401k plan monies after changing jobs, or at retirement, to an IRA account.
• Review selection of Executor, Trustee, Guardians for minor children, and Financial and Medical Advocate.
• Determine whether your estate plan contemplates recent tax rules and 2020 IRA rules changes.
• Review your total net worth, and determine whether your estate plan is appropriate.
• Determine whether you have acquired real estate since your Trust was developed and whether ownership of that real estate is

appropriate.
• Determine whether your heirs’ circumstances have changed, which might affect your planning, such as a disability, births, deaths,

marriage or divorce.
• Consider provisions in your Trust to provide monies for younger heirs for education and health care, and an age requirement to

receive the inheritance, such as age 25.

It’s Time to Review your Estate Plan ... Again

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2025 THENEWSHERALD.COM | SPECIALSECTION | 15T



Morello Law Group, P.C. is a full service law firm representing clients throughout Southeastern Michigan. We take great pride in our organized,
proactive approach to providing top quality legal and professional services to our clients. Morello Law Group attorneys take a team approach to
providing legal services to clients. The firm’s team approach allows each client to have his or her legal affairs handled by an experienced attorney of
the firm. This approach provides clients with the highest level of service in the most efficient manner. Morello Law Group has 9 attorneys and over
20 paraprofessionals on staff to assist you. We welcome the opportunity to assist you with your legal needs.

Experienced | Trustworthy | Compassionate

EstatE Planning | trust administration | BusinEss | ProBatE | guardianshiP

rEal EstatE | litigation | mEdicaid | VEtEran’s BEnEfits | EldEr law

1800 BiddlE aVEnuE • wyandottE, MI 48192 • 734-281-6464
41000 wEst sEVEn milE road, suitE 200 • northVillE, MI • 248-347-2950

www.MorellolawGroup.coM
4 Time Winner for

Best Attorneys Downriver
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