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northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service 24/7 Emergency Service     (218) 927-6828(218) 927-6828

Hurry - 
Don’t Delay
Call Today!

Valuable Coupon  Not to be combined with any other offer. 

Gas FurnaceGas Furnace
 Inspection  Inspection 

$$ 779 9 Now is the perfectNow is the perfect
 time to prepare for time to prepare for

 colder months.  colder months. 

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection. 
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected

 breakdowns when you need it the most.  Stay warm and comfortable by addressing 
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Schedule your first appointment by February 15, 2025 and receive a 

FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

Diet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose WeightDiet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose Weight

Continued on Page 2

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

WE HAVE 

AMMO

ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

PROPANE AVAILABLE 

including for 
Motor Homes

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 
Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

High 
or Low 

Intensity

Select
Mode &
Target:
• Back

•Lumbar
• Thigh
• Leg

 Timer

LIFT CHAIR $599.98 
with Heat & Massage! 

SWIVEL CHAIR 
$419.98SECTIONAL $1,069.98

QUEEN SOFA SLEEPER $799.98 RECLINING SOFA STARTING AT $499.98

16413 Highway 371, 
Brainerd, MN  56401

218-828-3020

2 Miles North 
of Baxter on 371

www.371furniture.com
371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Monday - Saturday  9-5 & Sunday 11-4 

  Presidents Day Sale!Presidents Day Sale!
Celebrate Presidents Day with 
unbeatable dealsunbeatable deals on beautiful furniturebeautiful furniture! 

• Discover stylish sofas, 
sectionals, and recliners

• Refresh your bedroom with 
stunning sets and mattresses

• Find the perfect dining set 
 for your home

It’s the perfect time to furnish your 
space with quality piecesquality pieces    
          at prices you’ll loveprices you’ll love!

Don’t miss out! Stretch your tax refund dollars!

students at Rippleside Ele-
mentary in Aitkin. First and 
second graders learn about 
the butterfly and its habitat, 
observe the caterpillars trans-
forming into butterflies and 
release marked butterflies to 
follow their migration. They 
also learn how to plant and 
grow milkweed.

She and the other adult 
women of her family are 
looking forward to riding 
horses and hiking 30 min-
utes into the mountains to 
observe monarchs in their 
sanctuaries. James Binder, a 

Minnesota native, takes small 
groups of 10 on these trips as 
part of the Monarch Odyssey 
movement.

Pesticides, habitat dimin-
ishment and parasites take 
their toll on monarchs, Kanz 
explained. Groups are look-
ing at getting them listed as a 
threatened species.

While traveling, Kanz will 
keep a diary, and Betsy will 
be the photographer. Kanz 
has a notebook full of ob-
servations of monarchs she’s 
taken over many years and 
submitted for national re-
search projects.
How can you help monarchs?

Make your garden and 
property a welcoming habi-
tat. Monarchs need milkweed 
for caterpillars, native nectar 
plans for adults and habitat 
protection.

You can join a project such 
as Journey North to report 
your monarch and milkweed 

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Nothing says a summer af-

ternoon like watching orange 
and black monarch butter-
flies waft around effortlessly 
and land on flowers in your 
garden or a nearby roadside. 
Sue Kanz, 68, a retired el-
ementary school educator 
from Aitkin, has a hobby that 
combines science, curiosity, 
environment and culture.

She spends time observing 
them and devotes her prop-
erty to monarch butterflies. 
“We all love butterflies, don’t 
we?” Kanz observed in a re-
cent interview.

She plants common milk-
weed, gathers eggs, keeps 

track of data and releases 
butterflies back into the wild.

These orange and black 
beauties migrate all the way 
to Mexico from Minnesota 
and Canada and come back 
again, laying eggs for new 
generations to hatch along 
the way.

Kanz, her eldest daugh-
ter Kelly, an engineer in 
Minneapolis; Sue’s youngest 
daughter Amy, a kindergarten 
teacher out West and her 
daughter-in-law Betsy, a pro-
fessor of nursing in Bismark, 
ND, will embark on a fan-
tastic journey in February to 

witness monarch sanctuaries.
“We’ll go up into the moun-

tains to see the monarchs 
wintering in the mountains of 
Mexico. We’ll also visit local 
villages and learn about arts 
and culture.”

The monarchs roost at night 
in the limbs of the Oyamel 
pine trees. “When it gets too 
cold they can’t fly so they 
roost until the temperature 
warms up again,” Kanz ex-
plained.

Kanz and other citizen 
scientists have contributed 
data to the Project Monarch 
Health effort based at the 
University of Georgia. Vol-
unteers from across North 
America sample wild mon-
arch butterflies to stop the 
spread of the OE (Ophryo-
cystis elektroscirrha) parasite 
that kills them.

While doing her best to 
assist monarchs to thrive in 
Minnesota and around the 
world, Kanz also works with 

Sue Kanz

Kelly Sparks

Monarch lady and family to observe migrating butterflies
Happy Groundhog  Day!Happy Groundhog  Day!

IN-PERSON TAX
PREPARATION
Connect with a tax expert today.

526 Washington St
Brainerd, MN 56401(218) 824-9600
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Apply to become a board member for Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative!
Candidate filing for MLEC director positions from Districts 1 and 2 is now open!
Visit www.mlecmn.net or call 218-927-2191 for more information.

GET INVOLVED. HAVE YOUR SAY. MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-839-3371 Call 218-839-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices!

Keep Cozy Keep Cozy 
with Spray with Spray 

FoamFoam
 Insulation! Insulation!

For more information on recycling in Crow Wing County 
please visit our website www.crowwing.us.

RECYCLE MORE!RECYCLE MORE!
These Items may all be recycled in Crow Wing County:

Plastic 
Water 

& Soda 
Bottles

Newspapers & Newspapers & 
MagazinesMagazines

Metal Cans
(Please wash)(Please wash)

Milk Jugs 
(Please Crush)

Glass 
All 
Colors

Plastics  
with a neck  
Lids removed  
and thrown 
*No containers used for chemicals or 
automotive products (oil, antifreeze, etc)

Junk MailJunk Mail

Corrugated CardboardCorrugated Cardboard
(Please cut and flatten)(Please cut and flatten)

Crow Wing County Landfill - 15732 State Highway 210, Brainerd

Nisswa Community Center - 25636 Main St, Nisswa

Ideal Transfer Station - 33503 W Island Lake, Pequot Lakes

Recycling is good for the environment and our community. 
LEARN WHAT YOU CAN DO AT HOME!

– DROPOFF LOCATIONS –

Monarch lady and family | Continued from Page 1

Amy Grginch

Betsy Kanz

sightings.
Become an advocate and 

teach others about monarch 
conservation, with the back-
ing of national organizations. 
Advocate for strong environ-
mental policies.

Think about how the prod-

ucts you purchase and use 
in your life affect the water 
and land use that impacts 
butterflies.

You can keep track of mon-
arch activity on your patch 
and report to Journey North, 
which tracks the northern 
migration of monarchs, in-
cluding observations about 
eggs, caterpillars and adults.

Your sighting data should 
include the date, time, loca-
tion and what the monarch 
was doing. Include photos, re-
port the numbers of monarchs 
you see within a specified 
time interval and the direction 
they were flying. Reported 

sightings help scientists un-
derstand monarch migration 
and seasonal change.

Stay tuned in late February 
when we bring you Part II 
as the Kanz women tell us 
all about their Mexican ad-
venture.

welcome and cared for, no 
matter their circumstances.”

In addition to providing 
meals, Crosslake Lutheran 
Church is also welcoming 
volunteers who are inter-
ested in helping with meal 
preparation, serving, or as-

sisting with the event. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to get 
involved and give back to the 
community.

For more information or 
to learn how you can volun-
teer, please contact Brenda 
LaRock at 218-692-3682 or 

email clc@crosslake.net. You 
can also follow Crosslake Lu-
theran Church on Facebook 
for updates and more details.

By sharing a meal, we can 
help create a stronger, more 
connected community—one 
plate at a time.

Crosslake Lutheran Church 
is extending a warm and 
hearty invitation to all mem-
bers of the community to join 
its weekly Free Community 
Meal every Wednesday from 
5:15 to 6:00 p.m. during the 
school year. This welcoming 
event is open to everyone, 
whether you’re in need of a 
hot meal, a friendly chat, or 
simply a quick to-go dinner.

Held in the church’s fel-
lowship hall, the community 
meal is a chance to gather 

with others in the spirit of 
kindness and support. Guests 
are welcome to stay and dine 
in the church or take meals 
to-go, with pickup available 
at the kitchen door on the 
east side of the building near 
the golf course.

“Our goal is to bring the 
community together and en-
sure that no one goes without 
a good meal,” said Pastor 
Becky Swanson, Associate 
Pastor of Crosslake Lutheran 
Church. “We want this to be 
a space where everyone feels 

Crosslake Lutheran Church hosts weekly free community meal

enjoy the enchanting glow of 
hand-crafted luminaries.

Snowshoeing: Try your 
hand (or feet!) at snowshoe-
ing, courtesy of Long Lake 
Conservation.

Snowperson Building: Let 
your creativity shine and 
build the best snowperson in 
the park!

S’mores & Bonfires: Warm 
up by a bonfire and enjoy 
classic winter treats like gooey 
s’mores.

Hot Dogs & Hot Chocolate: 
Grab a hot dog and a cup of 
steaming hot chocolate to 
refuel for more fun.

The event is designed to 
encourage individuals and 
families to embrace the winter 
months, get outside, and be 
active in the community—
whether that means enjoying 
a quiet walk along the trail, 
racing around on ice skates, or 
simply cozying up by the fire.
Join the Fun!

The Aitkin Winter Won-
derama and Warming House 
Grand Opening is the perfect 
way to celebrate all things 
winter, connect with friends 
and neighbors, and make 
lasting memories in the heart 
of Aitkin. So, bundle up, bring 
the whole family, and join us 
for a day filled with laughter, 
outdoor fun, and community 
spirit

For more details, check out 
the Aitkin Area Chamber of 
Commerce or call 218-927-
2316.

See you at the Winter Won-
derama — where winter fun is 
always just a snowball away.

The Aitkin Winter Wondera-
ma, an annual community fa-
vorite, is back for another year 
of frosty fun, and this time, it 
comes with  the grand open-
ing of the new warming house 
at Aitkin City Park. Mark your 
calendars for Saturday, Feb. 
8, because you won’t want to 
miss this action-packed day of 
outdoor winter activities and 
community celebration.

The festivities kick off at 
1:30 p.m. with a free movie 
showing at the Rialto Theater 
in downtown Aitkin. It’s the 
perfect way to warm up and 
start the day with the family 

before heading outside to en-
joy all the winter wonderland 
activities at Aitkin City Park.
Celebrate winter at the Aitkin 
City Park warming house

From 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., the 
action moves to Aitkin City 

Park for the official grand 
opening of the new warming 
house. This newly renovated 
facility will be the heart of the 
Winter Wonderama, offering 
a cozy space to take a break 
and warm up.

This free-to-the-public 
event, organized by the Aitkin 
Area Chamber of Commerce, 
promises to be a fun-filled 
day for families, friends, and 
winter enthusiasts of all ages. 
Whether you love ice skating 
or want to try something new 
like snowshoeing, there’s 
something for everyone at the 
Winter Wonderama.
Winter Activities Galore

There’s no shortage of activ-
ities to keep you moving and 
having fun during this winter 
celebration:

Ice Skating: Glide across 
thenice and enjoy the out-
doors with your family and 
friends.

Luminary Trail: Stroll along 
a beautifully lit path and 

Aitkin Winter Wonderama and warming house grand opening 
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COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

 Got an interesting photo and story to share? 
Just send it to hopper@crosbyironton.net, along 
with your name, city and a description of the pho-
to. We also accept news and community events. 
And who knows, you may see your submission 

next week in the 

Send Us Your Photos!Send Us Your Photos!  

 

Hoppers Helper’s Service DirectoryHoppers Helper’s Service Directory
Painting & Powerwashing

STEVES PAINTING and POWERWASHING LLC Your 
interior Specialist.  Interior • Exterior • Pre-finish  
Book today 218-546-8130 Family owned for over 30 years

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w09/ 2025

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

Insurance

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

w05/2025

Electronic 
Tax Filing
Available

Dale R. Morris, CPA
214 - 1st Ave. NW  •  Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm;  or by appointment

February
1st - Brainerd Jaycees Annual Ice Fishing Extravaganza, noon - 3 p.m., Hole in the Day Bay, Gull Lake  
8th - Cuyuna Lakes Chamber of Commerce Ice Fishing Contest and Scorpion Homecoming. Call 218-546-

8131 for more information.
8th - Winter Indoor Farmers’ Market at Deerwood Auditorium, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. with hand-crafted items offered.
8th - Winter Wonderama at Rialto Theater in Aitkin starting at 1: 30 p.m. 
8th - Winter Wonderama at the Aitkin City Park, 3-6 p.m. featuring ice skating, luminary trail, snowshoeing, 

s’mores, bonfires, hot dogs  and hot chocolate 
9th - Northland Arboretum Full Moon Snowshoe Hike, 7:30 8:30 p.m., guided by Bryan Pike. Bring snow-

shoes and/or winter boots, and a headlamp  for an hour hike.  Class size is limited. The cost is $10 for 
members and $20 for nonmembers. Payment is due at  registration. 

15th - Rabbit Lake Fishing Contest, noon to 3 p.m., $10 entry fee,  cash prizes awarded.  Call  218-772-0252 
for more information. 

15th - Pikes for Pups Darkhouse Spearing Contest on Nokay Lake from sunrise to sunset. Two-man teams, 
$40 per team. Prizes awarded on the lake at 6 p.m. Proceeds benefit Northern Lakes Rescue. 

22nd - Crappie Flop, noon, fish on any lake
22nd - Fishing for Ducks on Mille Lacs Lake in Garrison. Lines down at noon. Tickets are available at fishing 

forducks.org; cost is $30 until Feb. 12. After Entry is $40.
22nd - Annual Erin’s Wish Bar Olympics at the Town Tavern in Ironton. Proceeds benefit CRMC Courage 

Cabinet. For more information call the Town Tavern at 218-546-5997.
March
1st -  Snow Bowl benefit for CI Special Olympics at the Town Tavern in Ironton. Two-person teams, $30 entry 

fee per team. Sign-up by calling 218-546-5997 or stop in. 
15th - Winter Indoor Farmers’ Market at Deerwood Auditorium, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. with hand-crafted items offered.

Send your community events  to hopper@crosbyironton.net
  AJANZEN AUCTIONEERS

BOB, JEREMY & ASSOCIATES • Aitkin
89 Years  of Quality and Professionalism

 218-927-4488 or 218-851-0879 cell • jerjanzen77@gmail.com
Please visit our websites: www.janzenauctions.com 

or www.midwestauctions.com/janzen
for full auction line up, photos and directions
Like us on Facebook @ Janzen Auctioneers

BRAINERD AUCTIONBRAINERD AUCTION
Saturday, February 8 • 10 a.m.Saturday, February 8 • 10 a.m.

22 Washington Street, Brainerd, MN 56401
(Watch for signs)  • 10% Buyer’s Premium

Several items available for online bidding at www.proxibid.com/janzen

FORMERLY 
AUTO IMPORT 
OF BRAINERD

Bid online before or during the live auction!
Visit: www.proxibid.com/janzen

VEHICLES: 2013 Volkswagen Tiagun, 2.0 TSI, 4 motion, leather interior, 4 door, black 
in color w/99,876 miles, 2017 Volkswagen Taos SEL, 4 motion, leather interior, 4 door, 
full moon roof, silver in color, w/76,075 miles, 2017 Nissan Pathfinder Platinum V6, 
4WD, leather interior, double moon roof, white in color, w/69,746 miles, 2016 Chevy 
Equinox LT AWD, ECO Tech Motor, cloth interior, 4 door, black in color, w/94,400 miles, 
2017 Chrysler Pacifica, leather interior, power sliding door, 7 passenger, tan in color, 
w/97,800 miles, tires 235/65 R17, VIN # 2C4RC1BG7HR535603, TRACTOR: Ford Golden 
Jubilee 4 speed w/reverse, PTO & 3 point, like new rubber, completely restored, fresh 
paint, odometer reads 294 hours INDUSTRIAL VEHICLE LIFTS & RELATED: Rotary 
Lift 9000 lb. capacity model SP0A9-200 ser. AAU0159, Hunter Engineering twin post 
drive on alignment lift, model L202 ser. H2P1124P, Mohawk 9000 lb. two post lift, model 
System IA ser. 970453, VBM Corporation Challenger Spirit 2 two post 7000 lb. lift, model 
31000, ser. 312136, Zippo VAS 6131 scissor lift, 2650 lb. capacity, Made in Germany 
AUTOMOTIVE RELATED MACHINES: VAS universal, motor/transmission stand 600 
KG capacity, ser. 0411, Hunter Engineering Company TC3500 tire changer, VAS 6230 
road force measurement system/tire balancer, GRX 3000 VAS battery diagnostic station, 
VAS 581-005 Mahle air conditioning service unit R1234YF/ACX1281, Hunter Engineer-
ing V.A.G 1944 diagnostic machine INDUSTRIAL SHOP RELATED: Castair industrial 
upright air compressor, 3 Phase, 7.5-10HP, 175 PSI, 80 Gallon, model I738VC2-S, ser. 
04282218104 used very little, 1970 Gardner Air Compressor 200 PSI, Division 1, model 
ADL645, AMMCO metal lathe, Three large plastic industrial storage tubs w/motor oil, 
Large metal bench with bench vise, 10’ step ladder like new, Lincoln 225-amp arc welder, 
Air compressor hose, extension cords & related, Large quantity of lubes and oils many 
new in the box, 2 ton floor jack, Engine Stands, Industrial shop fan on stand, TIRES: 
There are a large variety of tires and rims scattered throughout the shop including 3 new 
sets of tires. Which are 255/50 R20, 225/45R 18XL, 225/50 R18. Many other singles & 
doubles of various sizes ITEMS OF INTEREST: 7UP pop machine in working condition
Variety of office desks & office supplies, Mop buckets & shop supplies, Large bank 
style safe 
Formerly a Volkswagen dealership for many years this building hous-

es thousands of vehicle parts, Volkswagen specific tools, vehicle 
hardware, lubes & oils and other vehicle specific items.

 TOO MANY TO LIST! 
Many parts dating back to years ago. 

Everything MUST GO!

Get ready to cast your lines 
and enjoy a day of winter fun 
at the Cuyuna Lakes Cham-
ber’s Ice Fishing Contest on 
Saturday, February 8, from 
12 to 3 p.m. on Serpent Lake 
near Crosby’s Memorial Park.

This popular event brings 
together hundreds of anglers 
for a fun-filled day on the 
ice, with plenty of prizes and 
camaraderie to go around. 
Whether you’re an experi-
enced fisherman or a new-
comer to the sport, there’s 
a spot for you to join in the 
excitement.
What to Expect at the Con-
test:

For just $10 per hole, par-
ticipants can fish up to two 
holes. Your entry ticket also 
gives you a chance to win 
one of five raffle prizes, along 
with awards for the biggest 
fish, most fish, and the small-
est fish caught during the 
contest. Raffle tickets will be 
available for purchase on-site 
throughout the day.

The fun doesn’t stop when 
the fishing ends—at 3:00 

p.m., the awards ceremony 
will take place, where lucky 
winners will be recognized 
for their impressive catches.
A New Twist for the Scorpion 
Homecoming

While the Ice Fishing Con-
test remains a staple of winter 
fun in the Cuyuna Lakes area, 
this year marks a change for 
another beloved tradition—
the Scorpion Homecoming. 
After 20 years of celebrating 
snowmobiling’s roots, the 
Scorpion Homecoming will 
shift to a summer open house 
format. The tentative date for 
this exciting new event is 
Saturday, June 21, 2025, in 
the Cuyuna Lakes area.

For over two decades, Scor-
pion Homecoming has drawn 
snowmobile enthusiasts from 
across the country to honor 
the iconic machines made 
in the Cuyuna region. This 
year’s pivot to summer allows 
for even more opportunity to 
gather, reminisce, and show-
case the history of Scorpion 
snowmobiles in a more ex-
pansive format.

If you’re a fan of Scorpi-
ons—or simply enjoy a good 
blast from the past—mark 
your calendar for this excit-
ing opportunity. To help with 
planning, be sure to visit the 
official Facebook event page 
here for more information 
and to stay updated.

Scorpion Homecoming 
will remain an informal, 
no-charge meetup, where 
Scorpion snowmobiles—run-
ning or not—can be proudly 
displayed. And don’t forget to 
wear your Scorpion-themed 
apparel to show your support 
for this iconic piece of snow-
mobiling history.

To learn more about the 
Scorpion Homecoming or 
if you have questions about 
the Ice Fishing Contest, visit 
Cuyuna Lakes Chamber Web-
site or contact the Cuyuna 
Lakes Chamber of Commerce 
at info@cuyunalakes.com or 
call 218-546-8131.

Come for the fishing, stay 
for the fun—Cuyuna Lakes 
Annual Ice Fishing Contest 
is a must-see winter event!

Cuyuna Lakes Ice Fishing Contest 

Jeff Wiberg HarDwood Floors
Installing | Sanding | Refinishing

OVER 20 Years Experience

Jeff Wiberg, Owner

218-330-2576

Check me out on facebook

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

More Obituaries on Page 4

Call Eric at 
218-821-1393

YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR GOAL
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CONNIE MURRAY
Connie Murray, 89, of Brain-

erd died on Thursday, January 
2, 2025, in Brainerd. 

Funeral Services were held 
on Tuesday, January 7, 2025, 
at  at the Brenny Family Funeral 
Chapel in Baxter. Burial was at 
the Hillside Cemetery in South 
Long Lake Township.

Connie was born to Peter and Magdalena Weiss 
on December 24, 1935, in Lastrup. She met and 
married Frank Murray while working at the Brainerd 
hospital. Together, they had five children and one 

stepson. She loved quilting and sewing. Connie 
gave her heart to her community through volunteer 
work with many different organizations. She won 
Senior Citizen of the Year.

She is survived by her children: Linda Murray, Lau-
rel Allord, Wendy (Ron) Opheim; daughter in-laws: 
Kim Murray and Rhonda Murray, 11 grandchildren; 
20 great-grandchildren;  sibling, JoAnn (Pat) Faust; 
and special friend, Karl Moon.

Connie was preceded in death by her spouse, 
Frank; children: Bradley Murray and Michael 
Murray; stepson, Wayne Murray; her parents, and 
siblings.

online survey to gather input 
from the community.

The assessment identified 
a number of critical issues, 
including inefficient heating, 
ventilation, and air condi-
tioning systems, deteriorat-
ing roofs, undersized class-
rooms, safety concerns, and 
the need for upgrades to the 
high school auditorium and 
gymnasium. Many residents 
also expressed a desire for 
all schools to be located on 
a single campus to improve 
efficiency and accessibility.

“Our community has pro-
vided valuable input into 
our facilities planning pro-
cess. They understand our 
challenges and want a plan 
to address them,” Stifter 
said. “Our school board is 
working hard to develop a 
thoughtful, cost-effective 
plan to enhance our facili-
ties and serve our students, 
staff, and community for de-
cades.”  Looking ahead, the 
school board will evaluate 
and prioritize the identified 
needs, exploring a range 

of options to address them. 
Throughout this process, 
residents will have ample 
opportunities to learn more 
and provide their feedback.

To stay informed and par-
ticipate in the planning pro-
cess, residents are encour-
aged to visit WeAreAitkin.
org, where they can submit 
questions and input through 
the site’s “Connect Form.” For 
more information, contact 
Superintendent Dan Stifter 
at dstifter@isd1.org or 218-
927-7100.

Aitkin Public Schools has 
launched a dedicated web-
site, WeAreAitkin.org, to pro-
vide district residents with 
information and updates on 
its facilities planning project.

“Our goal is to have a one-
stop shop for information as 
we continue working closely 
with our staff and commu-
nity to shape the future of 
Aitkin Public Schools,” said 
Superintendent Dan Stifter. 

“This website will offer easy 
access to resources, updates, 
and opportunities for en-
gagement.”

The launch comes as the 
district confronts significant 
challenges with outdated 
infrastructure and space lim-
itations that no longer meet 
the needs of students, staff, 
or the broader community. 
In 2024, the Aitkin School 
Board launched a long-term 

facilities planning initiative 
to address these issues and 
plan for the future.

As part of the process, 
the district conducted a 
thorough assessment of its 
current facilities, analyzed 
projected enrollment, and 
reviewed educational and 
safety standards. Addition-
ally, the district hosted 14 
stakeholder listening ses-
sions and conducted an 

Aitkin Public Schools launches new website for facilities planning

For the third week in a row, 
Democrats in the House have 
refused to show up and work for 
their constituents, shirking their 
responsibility as legislators and 
public servants. To add insult to 
injury, they are still collecting a 
paycheck. Despite their absence, 
there is still important work being 
done. My colleagues and I have 
released our legislative priorities 
for this session, we’ve established 
a House Anti-Fraud Working 
Committee and introduced bills 
to address fraud and our state’s 
affordability crisis.
Putting an end to government 
fraud, waste, and abuse

By now you are all aware of 
numerous cases of government 
fraud being uncovered these past 
few months. Republicans refuse to 
let this continue and will put an 
end to reckless and poorly vetted 
government spending that leads to 
scandals like Feeding our Future, 
Child Care Assistance Program, 
Frontline Worker Pay, Child Au-
tism Centers, and more. For years, 
Governor Walz and Democrats 
have ignored Republican pleas 
for accountability. The Office 

of Legislative Auditor has made 
countless efforts to warn Demo-
crats of potential waste, fraud, and 
abuse in state government. House 
Republicans have drafted numer-
ous bills that address said issues.
Introducing mandatory fraud 
reporting

My bill requires state agency 
staff to immediately report suspect-
ed fraud to law enforcement and 
the chairs and ranking minority 
members of relevant legislative 
committees. It would also require 
state agencies to prominently post 
organizational charts on their 
websites and modify various state 
grantmaking requirements that are 
administered or enforced within 
the executive branch by the Office 
of Grants Management within the 
Department of Administration. The 
bill also lays out strict mandates 
for the commissioner to follow, 
including unannounced in-person 
site visits for grant recipients. State 
employees who knowingly violate 
imposed requirements by the 
commissioner will be guilty of a 
misdemeanor.
Republican press conference

You can see, Representatives 

Nash, Anderson, Robbins, and I 
discuss this anti-fraud legislative 
package during Tuesday’s [January 
21] press conference here. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-
C2RwSZkaMI
Looking forward

While the Democrats hold out 
on serving the people of Minne-
sota, we will continue to work 
hard for our communities. Just 
yesterday, myself and members 
of the MN House Committee on 
Fraud held a press conference 
detailing the immediate success 
of our whistleblower hotline. 
Unfortunately, we can’t capitalize 
on this work until the DFL mem-
bers feel inclined to join us at the 
Capitol. This means the dozens of 
fraud tips we received will have to 
go unresolved for the time being.

See press conference here 
h t tp s : / /www.you tube .com/
watch?v=K3yVZICT_zw

Want to contribute to our an-
ti-fraud efforts? Follow us on Face-
book at MN House Committee on 
Fraud and Oversight Committee 
and on X: @MN_Fraud_Cmteme.

 Ben Davis,  District 6A
State Representative

No show Democrats still get paid
READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS
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ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* —  New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am; 

Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street 
SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10 

& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William 

Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org
Baxter - The Journey North, Worship 9 & 10:30, 218-824-

5617 thejourneynorth.com 
Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 

218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory 
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ 
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

 Aitkin (Cedarbrook) —  St. John’s (ELCA) Pastor Sarah 
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John’s Church Road, 
Aitkin.  Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am.  stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 

Sunday each month.
Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 

4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN 

56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm 

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer 

Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S 

Brainerd – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

3rd Sun., 10:30.
Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 

Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  Sun. 9:30 

worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel 

Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.
Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.

com  Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor 
218-692-3682 September 8-Mid-May: Sunday at 8:30am 
& October-Mid-May: Wednesday at 6:15pm

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship 
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. 
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9,  (alternates with 
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30; 
handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15  
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.
McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 

(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 
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32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director • Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

Over 80 Years of Caring 
Service on the Cuyuna Range 

& Surrounding Areas
Jason Brezinsky Directors:

Jerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated
 Area Open Houses, 

Engagements, 
Weddings

 & Community Events 
are published  

Send your e-mail to 
hopper@

crosbyironton.net

JANET BONNEVILLE
Janet Lee Bonneville, 64, of 

Aitkin, died Friday, January 17, 
2025 in Bayshore Residence 
and Rehabilitation, Duluth. 

A celebration of life will be 
held at Pine Lake United Meth-
odist Church, Aitkin in the 
Spring.  

 She was born August 2, 1960 
in Aitkin to Donald and Romaine (Boyd) Bonneville.  
Janet loved spending time with her family, especial-
ly her grandchildren.  

Janet is survived by her mother, Romaine Bon-
neville; daughters, Jenna (Mark) Sharp and Jackie 
Bonneville; sisters, Debra Usher and Patricia Erick-
son; grandsons, Jaxson, Jaison and Markus; other 
relatives and friends.

Janet is preceded in death by her father, Donald 
and sister, Julie Bonneville.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

CAROL AHONEN
Carol Elaine (Gustin) Ahonen, 

78, died on Tuesday, January 
14, 2025.

To respect her wishes, a fu-
neral was not held. However, a  
Celebration of Life will be held  
at a later date.  

Carol was born to Thomas 
and Marion (Swanson) Gustin 

of Aitkin on October 5, 1946.  On Christmas Eve 
1964, Carol married her lifelong husband, Mike, in 
Thor. She loved her family and always had a million 
questions to ask them to make sure she was always 

caught up on their lives.  She was a  wonderful lady, 
who was a great cook and welcoming person . Her 
strength, unwavering love, fun craft projects and 
the biscuits and gravy will be treasured memories. 

Mike and Carol have two children: Audra Smith 
(Mike) of Palmyra, TN and Keith Ahonen (Jen) of 
Crosby; two grandsons: Kobe (Allison) Ahonen, 
Colton (Sara) Smith, and two granddaughters: 
Asher Smith and Karlee Ahonen.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

CAROLE ELISEUSON
Carole A. Eliseuson died 

peacefully on Friday, January 
3, 2025, just days shy of her 
84th Birthday.  

Carole was born and raised 
in Brainerd and resided in later 
years on East Gull Lake. Her 
Happy place was on the south 
side of Gull Lake where she 

would sit with Big Boy and watch nature and the 
beauty of the lake. It is there, that in the Spring 
a fruit tree shall be planted as she requested.  

Carole had a love of all sports, music and art. 
She enjoyed making fused glass jewelry, crafts 
and collecting art. Her favorite sayings “Its Time 
2 Bloom”,” Love, Laugh, Logic”,”Everyday smile 
and laugh often”!

She is survived by her two daughters: Wendy 
and Cindy, four grandchildren: Marissa, Kylie, 
Steven and Kendra and four great grandsons: 
Mason, Dylan, Ryan and Zane and her beloved 
dog “Big Boy”.

She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Wendell Eliseuson.

GREGORY MEEHAN 
Gregory Molton Meehan, 72, 

of Pillager, died on Thursday, 
January 2, 2025. 

Services will be held at a 
later date.

Gregory was born April 21, 
1952 to Rudolph and Geraldine 
(Molton) Meehan in Wayzata. 

After graduating from Benilde High School, he 
became a general contractor and was an avid 
outdoor enthusiast.

Gregory is survived by his son, Chris (Carey) 
Meehan; and two grandchildren: Henry and Mar-
garet Meehan. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; siblings: 
Sue Nykanen, Mary Meehan, and Jeff Meehan. 

DANIEL WILEMAN
Daniel Eugene Wileman, 60,  

died on Wednesday, January 
8, 2025, at St. Joseph’s Med-
ical Center in Brainerd. 

Funeral services were held 
on Monday, January 13, 2025 
at Heritage Church with Pastor 
Heath Beard officiating.

Dan was born on January 
23, 1964 in Hettinger, ND, the fourth son of Rev-
erend Donivan and Darlyne Wileman. Dan spent 
the majority of his growing up years in Finley, ND 
mowing lawns, delivering papers, riding bike and 
playing sports. He graduated from Finley-Sharon 
High School in 1982.  After high school, he worked 
in Finley for a couple of years before deciding to 
go into Radio Broadcasting. Evangel College in 
Springfield Missouri offered the degree he was 
looking for. He finished his associate’s degree in 
1986 and returned to North Dakota to pursue fame 
and fortune as a D.J.  Dan worked for KFGO Light 
and Easy, Magic 103 and Lite Rock 105 in Fargo.  
In 1992 Dan got his big break and scored a morn-
ing show gig in Brainerd on 107.5 The Power Loon.  
He spent the next 32 years as Danny Wild, filling 
the morning airwaves with news, humor, advice for 
life and sparing with his morning partners Tim and 
Mac. He was often seen hosting local events and 
meeting and greeting his listeners.  He was a fix-
ture at Moon Dance Jam for many years. In 1992, 

Dan married the love of his life Joan Christensen 
in Breckenridge. They met at church in Fargo and 
the faith they shared formed the foundation of their 
life together.   Dan’s relationship with his Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ was the most important thing 
in his life.  He taught numerous Bible studies, 
served on the church board and ran sound.  He 
was a mentor to many and had a sincere and lov-
ing concern for others to know Jesus and would 
often ask them “How is your relationship with the 
Lord?” Dan spent Friday evenings enjoying food 
and fellowship with his church Lifegroup. It was 
known to be the best restaurant in town. Dan 
found great enjoyment working with Joan restoring 
their 100 plus year old home, affectionately know 
as “the project”.  He and Joan enjoyed traveling, 
stopping at an antique shop or two, and maybe an 
ice-cream shop. Spending time with family was of 
great importance to Dan. 

He is survived by his wife of 32 years, Joan; 
brothers: Duane and his wife Jan, Dennis and his 
wife Ruth; sister-in-law, Jody; brothers-in-law: Jef-
frey and his wife Rebekah, Jim and his wife Fran, 
Cameron Gage and his wife Ronda; nine nieces 
and 15 nephews, their spouses and children, in 
addition to aunts, cousins, friends and his church 
and Power Loon family.

He was preceded in death by his parents; oldest 
brother, David; in-laws, James and Ione Chris-
tensen’ and sister-in-law, Jane Gage.
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G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-844-588-6535. (mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, nocost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-855 
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying 
for your service, call now for 
a free quote and see how 
much you can save! 1-866-
472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of 
Max, Paramount +, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and Cin-
emax included. Choice pack-
age $84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to con-
nect to the right provider. 

Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, 
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan 
that fits your budget! Call: 
1-877-743-7971(mcn)
AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands 
behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. 
Call 1-888-770-8025. Have 
zip code of property ready 
when calling! (mcn)

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the NewsHopper

NewsHopper Classified Order Form

Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.

NewsHopper TM

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-
5574. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 1-855-315-1216. 
(mcn)
NEED NEW FLOORING? 
Call today schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpet-
ing & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-844-588-6590. (mcn)
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-855-315-1330. (mcn)
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? 
Don’t Accept the insurance 
company’s first offer. Many 
injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evalua-
tion to see what your case 
is really worth. 100% Free 
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-888-
767-0798(mcn)
YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability benefits if you have 
are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care 
for a healthcondition that 
prevents you from working 
for a year or more. Call now! 
1-888-924-0449. (mcn)

 

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-228-5789 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. (mcn)
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. (mcn)
Safe Step. North Americas 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-290-5083. (mcn)
The bathroom of your dreams 
in as little as 1 day. Limited 
Time Offer - $1000 off or No 
Payments and No Interest 
for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials 
& professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-833-
618-1178. (mcn)

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair 
and locked safes opened  
• Heavy and light duty gun 
safes and vault doors on 
hand • High security safes 
for gold and silver • 320-360-
5431 w53

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT advertising which is decep-
tive, fraudulent, or which might otherwise violate the law.

Show ‘em What’s 
in Your Heart

Get Yours at
FlyingOurFlag.com

Faith • Family • Life • Liberty • Defense

The DO Generation Minnesota history 
comes alive in this collection of interviews 

by investigative reporter and 
Aitkin County resident, Philip Neese. 

Originally written for the NewsHopper, 
Phil brings to light our exciting past and 

the struggles of Minnesotans in the 
greater Mille Lacs Lake area.

This 447 page book makes a great gift 
for all your “Up North” friends and family!

Published on Amazon.com: https://a.co/d/cq6VIOf

                                     Week of January 26, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

ENTERTAINMENT
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS 

Travel to Fenway Park, Wrigley 
Field & other destinations on 
Bob’s Baseball Tours. Call or text 
for free brochure: 507/217-1326

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash off er and get paid. 
Get your fair cash off er today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH 
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 
movies, plus limited time up to $600 
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1600 
Off  for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution fo� any-
one who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506 

SAVE MONEY!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 612/332-8844
to  nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

YOUR AD HERE!
Call your local newspaper 

or MNA 612/332-8844
to  nd out how you can save 

money by placing your 
advertisement here!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/26/2025 North

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 1/26/2025 North

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-833-966-3882

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

INOGEN®

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATORS

Call us toll-free at

1-844-716-2411
130-day risk-free trial- Return within 30 days of purchase 
for a full refund of purchase price.

PM230469 EN_EX_USA | Rx Only. © 2024 Inogen, Inc. 
859 Ward Drive, Suite 200, Goleta, CA 93111
Inogen® is a trademark of Inogen, Inc. The usage of any Inogen, Inc. trademark is 
strictly forbidden without the prior consent of Inogen, Inc. All other trademarks 
are trademarks of their respective owners or holders.

PORTABLE OXYGEN 

You CAN Cancel Your Timeshare
We have helped over 30,000 American families
save over $450,000,000 in timeshare debt and
maintenance fees. We can help you too.

*This is an Advertisement. Wesley Financial Group, LLC (“WFG”) and/or its a�liates, successors, or assigns are
not lawyers and/or a law firm and does not engage inthe practice of law or provide legal advice or legal

representation. Actual results depend on each client’s distinct case and no specific outcome is guaranteed. 

Get your free information kit
and see if you qualify: Call 1.877.326.1608
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CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-3371

HUNGRY? Stop In for Our Daily Specials:

Thursday: All-You-Can-Eat

                      Broasted ChickenBroasted Chicken

Friday: All-You-Can-Eat

	     Fish FryFish Fry

Saturday: All-You-Can-Eat Flying FlapjacksFlying Flapjacks 
		       8 a.m.- 11 a.m.

Sunday: CrepesCrepes 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Ruby's on the Lake Ruby's on the Lake Ruby's on the Lake Ruby's on the Lake 

Ruttger's Winter Market  Ruttger's Winter Market  
at Ruby's on the Lakeat Ruby's on the Lake

Ruttger's Winter Market  Ruttger's Winter Market  
at Ruby's on the Lakeat Ruby's on the Lake  

  Thursday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. • Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

 

Visit us:Visit us:
    Shep • Eat • Exercise • Relax    Shep • Eat • Exercise • Relax
Visit us:Visit us:
    Shop • Eat • Exercise • Relax    Shop • Eat • Exercise • Relax

Friday, Feb. 14  5-8 p.m.  $150/ serves 2 
Includes one complimentary glass of champagne per person

Reservations recommended, call 218-678-4644

Valentine's Sweetheart SupperValentine's Sweetheart Supper

First Date 
Salmon & Tuna Crudo with a blood orange

 caper vinaigrette and oysters on the half shell 
with watermelon a mignonette

Honeymoon Stage  (select 2) 

Grilled Peach and Burrata Salad  Mixed greens, arugula, 
grilled peaches, tomato confit, red onion, candied pecans, lemon herb

vinaigrette and topped with a drizzle of honey and balsamic glaze
-OR-

French Onion Soup
  Engagement 

Dark Honey Molasses Bread 
served with honey cinnamon butter 

Marriage  "Opposites Attract"

Rosemary and thyme glazed Rack of Lamb,
pan seared u-10 scallops, creamy asparagus risotto,

 served with a maltaise sauce

Happily Ever After   

Ancho chili dark Chocolate Cake with 

Chocolate Ganache & Black Raspberry Ice Cream

The  
POOL is OPENPOOL is OPEN

8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
POOL is OPEN

Family Pass (up to 6) $25

Daily Pool Pass $7 • Adults
Daily Pool Pass $6 • Children  (under 12)

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

Pool Punch Card
Purchase 8 Passes,

 Get 2 Free!

Indoor
Pickleball Courts

 Open 8 a.m.-8 p.m. daily 
 $20 for 4 for 2 hours 

Mark your calendar Feb. 14-16 for 218 Days!

Thursday 4-8 p.m. • Fri. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Sunday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

entertaining—a perfect fit for 
anyone eager to learn more 
about the world around them.
Membership Details

Joining is easy and af-
fordable! Annual dues are 
just $60 for individuals or 
$110 for couples. Even if you 
split your time between two 
homes or travel frequently, 
your membership is crucial 
in helping Unlimited Learn-
ing continue its mission. 
Members enjoy free access 
to monthly programs and 

many activities, ensuring that 
everyone has a chance to 
engage with the content and 
community.

Membership checks can 
be mailed to: Box 455, Deer-
wood, MN 56444

For questions or more in-
formation about member-
ship, reach out to Ruth Ann 
Wefald at ruthann@ksu.edu.
About Lakes Area Unlimited 
Learning

Lakes Area Unlimited 
Learning is a vibrant com-

munity of lifelong learners 
who are passionate about 
expanding their knowledge, 
meeting new people, and 
making a difference. Guided 
by the philosophy of “learn-
ing without limits,” Unlimited 
Learning offers an array of 
programs, events, and field 
trips designed to spark curi-
osity and foster meaningful 
connections. Members join 
for the learning opportuni-
ties—and stay for the friend-
ships!

Lakes Area Unlimited 
Learning is excited to an-
nounce its 2025 membership 
campaign, inviting both new 
and returning members to 
join in an incredible year of 
exploration and growth. After 
a remarkable 2024, which 
saw a significant increase 
in membership, program 
attendance, and communi-
ty involvement, Unlimited 
Learning is ready to dive 
even deeper into a variety of 
engaging and thought-pro-
voking programs.
Why become a member?

Unlimited Learning offers 
something for everyone—
whether you’re looking to 
expand your knowledge, 
meet new people, or simply 
have fun. Here’s why you 
should consider becoming a 
member:

• Support Lifelong Learn-
ing: Your membership helps 
sustain and expand programs 
that enrich the minds of Lakes 

Area residents.
• Fuel Growth and Sustain-

ability: As the organization 
continues to grow, member-
ship dues ensure that Unlim-
ited Learning can thrive for 
years to come.

• Learn and Discover: 
Their diverse programs are 
designed to spark curiosity 
and introduce new ideas to 
those who are never done 
learning.

• Make Lasting Friend-
ships: Meet like-minded in-
dividuals who share your 
enthusiasm for continuous 
learning and meaningful 
engagement.

• Help Defray Costs: With 
operational expenses on the 
rise, your membership helps 
ensure that Unlimited Learn-
ing can keep offering great 
programs at minimal cost.

•  H av e  F u n :  F r o m 
thought-provoking lectures 
to hands-on experiences, 
there’s something for every-

one to enjoy.
2025 Winter-Spring Program 
Highlights

Unlimited Learning’s Win-
ter-Spring program schedule 
is packed with fascinating 
topics that promise to stimu-
late minds and spark conver-
sation. All programs are held 
at Heartwood Senior Living 
in Crosby, and begin at 1:30 
p.m. The upcoming events 
include:

• Monday, February 10: 
Keeping Crow Wing County 
Water Clean

• Monday, March 10: Hud-
dlUp: Addressing the Mental 
Health Issues of Youth

• Monday, April 14: Viet-
nam and the 1968 Presiden-
tial Election

• Monday, May 12: The 
Phenology of Spring

• Monday, June 9: Author 
Will Weaver on his new 
book, “Power and Light”

These programs promise to 
be enriching, insightful, and 

A year of discovery awaits through Unlimited Learning membership  
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

The Jaques Art Center 
in Aitkin has reopened its 
doors with new winter 
hours: Wednesdays through 
Saturdays, until March 4. 
After that, the gallery will 
return to its regular sched-
ule, Tuesdays to Saturdays, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The much-anticipated “All 

Jaques Exhibit,” showcasing 
the work of renowned wild-
life artist Francis Lee Jaques, 
will run through March 8, 
2025, filling both galleries 
with his stunning pieces. 
Following that, a one-man 
exhibit by Gust Akkanen, 
titled “A Splash of Color,” will 
take center stage.

Additionally, the center 
is calling for artists to sub-
mit work for the annual 
Juried Art Show, with the 
theme “For the Birds”—
open to fine art, photogra-
phy, and sculpture/3D.

The Jaques Art Center is 
located at 121 Second St. 
NW in Aitkin.

Jaques Art Center all for artists
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