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Math and readmg performance still below pre-COVID

WWW. nationsreportcard.gov/profiles/stateprofile/overview/MN?sfj=N-
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Minnesota’s performance
on the 2024 National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) reveals a mixed pic-
ture, with modest improve-
ments in math scores but
continued struggles in reading,
particularly among young-
er students. Despite record
levels of state and federal
aid aimed at addressing the
ongoing learning loss from the
COVID-19 pandemic, Minne-
sota students’ test scores have
yet to return to pre-pandemic
levels.

The NAEP, often referred to
as the “Nation’s Report Card,”
is administered every two
years to a representative sam-
ple of fourth- and eighth-grade
students across the United
States. The results provide a
benchmark for academic per-
formance and serve as the only
objective measure of student

learning outcomes that can be
compared across states.

In Minnesota, the aver-
age math scores for both
fourth- and eighth-grade stu-
dents increased by two points
from 2022. However, reading
scores showed little improve-
ment. The average reading
score for fourth-grade students
declined by one point, while
eighth-grade reading scores
remained unchanged.

A particularly concerning
trend is the rising percentage
of Minnesota students scoring
below the basic achievement
level in reading. In fourth
grade, 39 percent of students
performed below the basic
level, a figure that mirrors
the 2022 results and marks
the highest percentage since
NAEP reading assessments be-
gan in 1992. The percentage of
eighth-graders scoring below
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basic in reading increased
slightly to 29 percent, setting
a new high for this grade level
since the test was first admin-
istered in 1998.

Disparities persist across stu-
dent groups

Disparities between dif-
ferent student groups remain
pronounced. Black students
in Minnesota showed some
gains in both math and read-
ing, with improvements in
average scores for fourth- and
eighth-grade students in these
subjects. Hispanic students
also made progress, partic-
ularly in fourth- and eighth-
grade math, although their
reading performance showed
mixed results — fourth-grade
scores stayed steady while
eighth-grade reading scores
improved.

White students, on the other
hand, experienced a declinein
average reading scores at both
the fourth and eighth-grade
levels compared to 2022.
In math, white students saw
improvements in fourth-grade
scores, but their eighth-grade
math scores remained un-
changed
Impact of recent state legisla-
tive changes

The 2023 legislative over-
haul of Minnesota’s approach
to literacy, with the passage

email: hopper@crosbyironton.net
Wwww.newshopper.net

of the READ Act, is aimed
at improving reading out-
comes across the state. The
law mandates that teacher
preparation programs, school
districts, and educators imple-
ment evidence-based read-
ing instruction. While these
changes represent a significant
step in addressing the state’s
long-standing literacy chal-
lenges, they have yet to show
a measurable impact in the
2024 NAEP results. Teachers
are still undergoing profes-
sional development, schools
are adjusting curricula, and
literacy plans are being put
into place.

Experts have cautioned
that improvements in student
performance, particularly in
reading, will take time and
may not be immediately visi-
ble in the NAEP results.
National trends mirror state-
wide struggles

Nationally, the 2024 NAEP
results echo Minnesota’s chal-
lenges, particularly in reading.
The national reading scores
have continued to decline
since 2019, reaching record
lows. Daniel McGrath, of the
National Center for Education
Statistics, noted that the de-
clines in reading achievement
cannot be fully explained by
the pandemic alone, suggest-
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levels

ing deeper, more complex
issues within the educational
system.

While some states, such as
Louisiana and Alabama, have
seen improvements in certain
grade levels and subjects, the
majority of states, including
Minnesota, have either seen
stagnant or lower scores in key
areas. The continued declines
in reading achievement are
cause for concern, with im-
plications for both students’
future academic success and
their long-term life outcomes.
Catholic schools outperform
public schools nationwide

Students attending Catholic
schools nationwide continue
to outperform their public
school peers in both subjects
and grade levels tested. This
trend reflects the consistently
higher average test scores
observed in Catholic schools
compared to their public
counterparts, particularly in
reading and math. The per-
formance gap between stu-
dents in Catholic and public
schools remains a key point of
discussion among education
experts, with some attributing
the difference to factors such
as smaller class sizes, a greater
emphasis on academic rigor,
and stronger community in-
volvement.
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Schedule your first appointment by February 15, 2025 and receive a
*Up to 15

FREE Consultation*

INTEGR ATIVE MEDICINE ¢ |[n Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) ® Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith ¢ 23 West Main Street, Crosby ® www.askdrsmith.com ¢ (218) 851-9626
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Connect with a tax expert today.
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looking Ffor a
REAL ESTATE AGENT?

526 Washington St
Brainerd, MN 56401

| SPRING MARKET ALERT! |

THE REAL ESTATE MARKET IS HEATING UP,
AND NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME TO BUY OR SELL!

If you're thinking about making a move,

| am here to help with [AJIa gl Elil= and

unmatched local market knowledge.

Call or text me today!
Let's make your real estate
goals a reality this spring.

Vern Lewis

BROKER ASSOCIATE
218-838-3041
VERN.LEWIS@CBCROWN.COM
VLEWIS.COLDWELLBANKERCROWN.COM

COLDWELL BANKER
CROWN REALTORS®
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PLUMEBING AND HEAT/ING
northernalrplumbmg.com

@Bﬁﬂm

Now is the perfect
time to prepare for
colder months.

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection.
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected
breakdowns when you need it the most. Stay warm and comfortable by addressing
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.
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. | PresidentsjDaySale!]

Celebrate Presidents Day with

371 FURNITURE
& MATTRESS

unbeatabile deaty on beautiful, ﬂﬁ”m/

N

o D|scover stylish sofas,
sectionals, and recliners

o Refresh your bedroom with
stunning sets and mattresses

e Find the perfect dining set

for your home

16413 nghway 37T,
Brainerd, MN 56401

218-828-3020

2 Miles North
of Baxter on 371

www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com e Hours: Monday - Saturday 9-5 & Sunday 11-4
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The impact of Democrats inaction

It is now day 22 [as of Feb. 4]
of this disappointing Democrat no
show and the 4th week that Minne-

prevented. Just recently, 5 Eyewitness
News uncovered another fraud case
within the Child Care Assistance

Minnesota communities are al-
ready feeling the effects of the Demo-
crat trifecta from last session, and now,

Caxeres’ Sunday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. &\%@/W sota’s problems go unaddressed in  Program. the ongoing Democrat shutdown is
“»%f«% the legislature. The Democrats have ~ Republicans have been sounding  making things worse. School districts
% charged Minnesota taxpayers roughly  the alarm for years are laying off essential staff due to

February 14-15 will be
filled with events,
activities, and great
deals at the resort!

Thursday: All-You-Can-Eat

Broasted, Chicken %

‘ Friday: All-You-Can-Eat

“Fish Fry
Saturday: All-You-Can-Eat (prmg %ﬁ]ackzs

8 a.m.- 11 a.m.
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Come celebrate all things 218
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$208,362 for absolutely nothing at
all. That's $9,472 a day to avoid their
responsibility as public servants. This
level of disrespect for the Minnesota
taxpayer is unprecedented.

A running start for Republicans,
but no action from Democrats

The Minnesota legislative session
began in mid-January, justas it always
does. With so many important issues
to address. Rampant fraud, rising
costs, and crime policies that put our
communities at risk. House Repub-
licans immediately got to work with
legislation aimed at tackling these
challenges head-on.

We've introduced bills to:

e Repeal harmful taxes like the
ones on delivery, social security,
and gas.

e Reverse policies that drive up
energy costs.

* Make sure Minnesota’s tax
dollars are used for Minnesotans.

e Improve our children’s ed-
ucation.

* End soft on crime policies that
degrade our communities.

We're also committed to fighting
taxpayer-funded fraud, which has
plagued our state under Governor
Walz's watch. Scandals like Feeding
Our Future, the Child Care Assistance

For years, Governor Walz and
Democrats have ignored Republican
pleas for accountability. The Office
of the Legislative Auditor has made
countless efforts to warn Democrats
of potential waste, fraud, and abuse
in state government. Even Biden ap-
pointed U.S. District Attorney Andy
Luger has echoed these statements,
saying “Minnesota has a fraud prob-
lem” and “no other states have had the
kinds of problems we've had with gov-
ernment fraud.” If that's not enough,
Walz himself has now decided that
7 years of negligence and unfettered
spending may be too much, saying,
“Minnesotans rightly have no toler-
ance for misuse of taxpayer dollars.”

So, why has itbeen left to continue
for so long?

Republican solutions: action on
fraud and accountability

House Republicans are taking
action. I've introduced a bill that
would require state agency staff to
report suspected fraud directly to law
enforcement and legislative leaders.
This bill also mandates unannounced
site visits for grant recipients to ensure
proper use of taxpayer dollars. State
employees who fail to follow these
requirements will face criminal
penalties.

Friday, Feb. 14 5-8 p.m. $150/serves 2
Includes one complimentary glass of champagne per person
Reservations recommended, call 218-678-4644 \

First Date

Saﬂwwn 8 (Cum Grudo with a blood orange

caper vinaigrette and oysters on the half shell
with watermelon a mignonette

Honeymoon Stage (select 2)

grilled peaches, tomato confit, red onion, candied pecans, lemon herb
vinaigrette and topped with a drizzle of honey and balsamic glaze

O, OAd o
N rHe rHE L0 Marriage "opposites Attract"

Rosemary and thyme glazed (l\)ack (96 gﬂaln&

pan seared u-10 scallops, creamy asparagus risotto,
served with a maltaise sauce

Happily Ever After

Ancho chili dark G&GC@&]R ea,l’{ewith'
Chocolate Ganaches Black Raspberry Jce Gream‘

Saturday, February 15

*10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Frosty Fairway Challenge Mini Ice Golf Tournament
Round up your family and friends for an
icy twist on mini golf! Swing by the host
stand near Ruby's on the Lake to grab
your scorecard, then hit the ice for 9 holes
of frosty, fun-filled mini golf. Grab your
puck and hockey stick from the shore and
follow the holes. Once you've finished the
course, turn in your scorecard for a shot at
winning some awesome prizes!

Local CraftersIArtisans
Shop with some of our favorite local craft-
ers/artisans

11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Family Crafts A variety of self guided crafts to pick from

* 12:30-1:30pm
Pudgie Pies
Enjoy a campfire snack while warming up around the fire.

— All Day —

Outdoor Family Fun on the Ice

Hockey-Human Bowling-Bocce-Broomball-Bonfires
Indoor Family Fun

Presidential Duck Hunt-Pickleball-Cornhole-Giant
Jenga-Spikeball-Arcade

NOW 20% off Valentines items in our Valentines Display

|
ON 30% off Winter Décor
SALE 30% - 50% off Clearance items
February 14 & 15

W

2108% off '

plus other weekend sales going on!
. AhGNE.  WA W TN A e

Indoor Pickleball Courts

Open 8 a.m.-8 p.m. daily
$20 for 4 for 2 hours

Pool Punch Card
> Purchase 8 Passes,
'..._—_ Get 2 Free!

- “‘ e

—~—t o

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 « ruttgers.com

Program, Frontline Worker Pay, and
Child Autism Centers could have been

The impact of Democrats inaction:
communities are hurting

+ Free compost of lawn and garden

material (please separate brush
an hes)

EROW WING COIINTY LANDFILL

Open Monday Friday
8am - 430pm

The'Following Items are Accepted

- Free oil, ol filter, and antifreeze recycling
at the landfill and several drop-off
locations withing the County. Visit our

with or without rims, and scrap
metals can be disposed at the site
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow

Wing County for recycling and disposal needs.

CROW WING

COUNTY
MINNESOTA

e

For.more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

over 60 unfunded mandates that need
immediate repeal. Small businesses
and job creators are also facing severe
challenges.

But instead of addressing these
crises, the Democrats continue to
block any meaningful relief. They
are obstructing efforts to lower taxes,
fight crime, and stop the misuse of
taxpayer money.

The stakes are high: time is run-
ning out

House Democrats are disrespect-
ing their constituents and all of
Minnesota. Just two years ago, we
had a record $18 billion surplus that
was frivolously spent, and despite
the Democrats $10 billion increase
in taxes, we are still faced with a
looming $5.1 billion (and rising)
deficit. Meanwhile, urgent issues like
community safety, government fraud,
and our struggling education system
remain unchecked.

The clock is ticking. We're call-
ing on our Democrat colleagues to
stop the political games and return
to work. Minnesotans shouldn’t be
forced to wait.

Working together

| appreciate your input as we move
through the 2025-2026 Legislative
Session, so please do not hesitate to
share your thoughts, questions, and
concerns. | can be reached by phone
at 651-296-0172 or via email at rep.
ben.davis@house.mn.gov.

Ben Davis, District 6A

State Representative

(Published in NewsHopper

‘Trwch ann 8 - Fluorescent Bulbs webpage for drop off locations: Saturday, Feb. 8 & 15, 2025)
' m ez } - Household Hazardous Waste www.crowwing.gov/recycling LIBBY TOWNSHIP
% Engagement * Free recycling of lead-acid car/marine - Demolition materials may be BOARD MEETING
batteries - Batteries must be disposed in the demolition landfill ; ;
y 5 Dark Honey Molasses Bread SEPARKTED o cher waste and fora fee Wi||T,’J§;'b§’,¥nlgwaﬁs?,'.808°a;d
served with honey cinnamon butter CANNOT bedisposed of in the landfilll - Large appliances, electronics, tires -0 p.m.

on Tuesday, February 18, 2025
to discuss matters that may
come before the board. The
February 18 meeting will be
conducted via Zoom. Con-
tact Jane Jewett, clerk, at wil-
lowsedge.janesfarm@gmail.
com to request the Zoom link.
Dated this 1st day

of February, 2025

Jane Grimsbo Jewett

Clerk, Libby Township

2.64

2 BBI0-E971
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OBITUARIES

BONNIE FADROSKI

Bonnie Jean Fadroski, 69, of Aitkin died Monday,
January 27, 2025 at her home.

Private services will be held.

She was born August 28, 1955 in Minneapolis
the daughter of Edmund Arnold and Jean Dora
(Skeates) Berg. She graduated from Edison High
School in N.E. Minneapolis. She attended Vo-Tech
for Grasphic Art & Design. She lived in Nevada
for a time, worked as a cashier at Surdyk’s Liquor
Store in N.E. Minneapolis, and was an award

winning artist who was known for her kindness
and generosity.

Bonnie is survived by her son Brian; three grand-
children; siblings: Charles Berg, Patricia Berg,
Michael Berg, David Berg and other relatives.

She was preceded in death by her parents.

Arrangements were with the So-
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences
at www.srtfuneral.com.

MARLENE LINN

Marlene Elizabeth Linn, 93, of
Aitkin died Thursday, January
4| 23, 2025 at Benedictine — Re-
gina Senior Living in Hastings.

Funeral service was held on
Thursday, January 30, 2025 at
Saint John’s Lutheran Church
in Aitkin with Pastor David
Becker officiating. Burial was
in Minnesota State Veterans Cemetery at Camp
Ripley, Little Falls.

She was born December 10, 1931 in Minneap-
olis the daughter of Edwin and Eva Mary (Proulx)
Wahlund. She grew up in the Twin Cities area and
graduated high school. Marlene was united in
marriage to Alcuin A. Linn on September 1, 1956

in Minneapolis. They made their home in South
Saint Paul and in the mid 1980’s they moved to
Hanging Kettle Lake near Aitkin. She was an active
member of the American legion Auxiliary where she
and Alcuin would help prepare meals. She was a
member of Saint John’s Lutheran Church in Aitkin.
Marlene is survived by sons: Tony (Karen) Linn
of Cottage Grove, Larry Linn of Isle and Bob
(Mary) Linn of Cottage Grove; 10 grandchildren;
12 great-grandchildren; and many other special
relatives and friends who mourn her passing.
She was preceded in death by her husband Al-
cuin, brother Bob and her parents Edwin and Eva.
Arrangements are with Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home in Aitkin. To leave a message of
condolence go to www.srtfuneral.com

LINDA ROBERTS

Linda Carolyn Roberts, 87,
.| of Crosby passed away on
December 30, 2024.

Services will be held on
Saturday, February 8, 2025,
at 11 a.m., at the Aitkin United
Methodist Church at 104-2nd
Street NW, Aitkin. Family and
friends are invited to gather at
10 a.m. for the visitation.

Linda was born in Minneapolis on November
14, 1937, to James Roberts and Dorothy Rut-
ledge. She was raised in Edina, MN until she was
12 years old and then moved to Le Center, then
to Duluth. In 1955, she graduated from Duluth
Central High School. She trained as a Radiology
Technologist at St. Lukes Hospital and worked
before her children were born. She then went back
to work when she moved from Owatonna to the

t}%@“

Cities. She also worked part time in Aitkin after
she retired. In 1959 she married John Jorissen
and together they had four children. In 1993, she
married Doug Kincaid. Linda and Doug had many
activities they loved in common including bird
watching, fishing, traveling, enjoying nature and a
good game of cribbage. Linda loved Minnesota’s
beauty, loved her faith, had a generous spirit and
truly loved life.

She is survived by her daughters: Jackie
Kretsch, Cathryn Jorissen (Kenny Holden), Car-
olyn (Len) Schmidt, Mary (Brad) Shroenghamer,
Patti (Brad) Buechele, Sandy (Dan) Scullion, Cindy
Holden; and her son Robert (Donna) Jorissen; and
many grand and great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband
Doug Kincaid; parents; sister Susan Zimmer-
man; stepson Donald Kincaid; son-in-law David
Kretsch; and grandson Brandon Kretsch.
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LARRY AND NANCY THOMS

7 Larry Thoms went home to
| be with His Lord and Savior
| on January 5, 2025. Nancy
| Thoms joined her husband
—1 when she passed on January

| 8,2025.
| Lakewood Evangelical Free
| Church in Baxter will be hold-
ing a Joint Memorial Service
for Larry and Nancy on Satur-
day, February 8, 2025 at 1:00
p.m. There will be a visitation
held one hour before the start
| of the service at the church.
Refreshments will be served
following the service.

Larry John Thoms was born
on September 13, 1945,
in Brainerd, MN to Lester and Amy (Atwood)
Thoms.

Nancy Kay (Harnois) Thoms was born on April
29, 1946, in Ashland, WI to Harold and Dorothy
(Williamson) Harnois.

Larry and Nancy were married on June 13,

1964, and shared over 60 years of marriage,
rarely spending time apart. In 1969, they pur-
chased Grays Millworks at Bay Lake, which later
became known as Timber Building Supply and
Ace Hardware. Together, they worked to grow
their successful business until selling it in 2013
so they could enjoy retirement.

Larry and Nancy leave behind their children
Jon (Krissa) Thoms of Clovis, NM; Paul (Nicole)
Thoms of Gig Harbor, WA; Marie (David) Schaefer
of Deerwood, MN; and James (Pamela) Thoms
of Watertown, SD with their families including
11 grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
The couple are further survived by Larry’s sisters,
JoAnn Lindroth of Brainerd , and Sharon Norton
of Portland, OR, and Nancy’s sister, Charlotte
Haney of Brainerd.

Larry and Nancy are preceded in death by their
parents, siblings: Larry’s sister Marlys (Thoms)
Christiansen, Nancy’s brother Leslie Harnois,
and grandson Austin Thoms.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral
Home of Crosby. To leave a message of condo-
lence go to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

WANDA FLETCHER

Wanda Fletcher, 85, of Emily,

journeyed from this life on Jan-
- uary 17, 2025, surrounded by
& family and love. Her last wish
was “Let’s hold hands,” and we
did.... “we’ll hold hands again
one day.”
W Wanda was born on July 25,
== 1939. She was the first of four
daughters born to Milton “Bud” and Elaine (Gates)
Strause. Wanda spent her childhood in Wyoming,
Colorado and Minnesota and graduated from Aitkin
High School. Wanda met her future husband, Gilbert
“Gus” Fletcher at a 4-H dance in Little Pine Town-
ship. They began their marriage of over 67 years in
June of 1957 and together they partnered in many
business, life, and travel adventures.

Wanda was a champion harvester of wild rice
and loved her time spent picking blueberries at
the logging camp in Ely. Wanda drove a school bus
and provided homecare for many years. Annual
trips to Paul Bunyan Land with her grandkids were

always the summer’s highlight. Wanda will forever
be remembered for her kind heart and generous
spirit. She always put others first and family meant
the world to her.

Preceding Wanda in death are her parents; sister,
Ardyce Hulbert; brothers-in-law, Michael Hargrave
and Clarence LaBorde and infant grandson, Warren
Lundquist.

Left to cherish her memories are her loving hus-
band, Gus; daughters, Jolienne (Warren) Lundquist
and Maria (Bill) Erickson; sons, Mark (Deb) Fletcher
and Roy (Jody) Fletcher; grandchildren: Ann (Toby)
Smith, Molly (Mitch) Swaggert, Misty (Angel) Barril,
Melanie Fletcher, Bethany (Bryan) Hassett, Nadia
(Fred Barrett) Fletcher, Laurie Yunker, Hannah
(Harrison Segero) Fletcher, Joe Fletcher, Cassy
(Jamie) Kangas and Billy (Cassie) Erickson; 17 great
grandchildren; sisters, Laurel LaBorde and Karyn
Hargrave; and many nieces and nephews.

The family would like to extend sincere appreci-
ation to St. Croix Hospice, Baxter and Cremation
Society of MN, Duluth.

More Obituaries on Page 4

DaLe R. Morris, CPA
214 - 1st Ave. NW e Aitkin, MN

218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm; or by appointment

Electronic
Tax Filing
Available

Reasonable ¢ Experienced  Reliable

| Turner X Son |

OVER 400 ROLLS ™00

OVER
(V)

TYKE'S CARPET CASTLE
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd e 218-829-3878
Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

REMINANTS

$10.95 50.vo.

call for
a FREE
Quote

Full Service Snow Removal
Blowing Sidewalks and Drives ¢ Plowing
Snow Blowing * Roof Snow & Ice Removal

Tim Turner 218-866-2349
David Turner 651-242-4796

Serving the Lakes Area

«u

Hours: Mon.-Fri. open at 4 p.m., Sat. op.

Aitkin Moose Lodge
22 4th St. NE, Aitkin

located 2 blocks north
of the stoplight turn right/ left side
218-927-2072

OPEN TO MEMBERSHIP & GUESTS

Come and see what the Moose is about!

Wed., Feb. 12
5:30 p.m. 10 7:30 p.m.

Tacos &
Spanish Rice

hB (=4 - N
= _— P 2
Woman of the Moose
Build-Your-Own
-P,izza7
Thurs., Feb?”6 & 20

Fri., Feb. 14:53 pm.t07:30 p.m.
Valentine’s Dinner
Surf & Turf w/
Sides & Dessert

(1st & 3rd Thursday)5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

—Superbowl Celebration —
Sun., Feb. 9 stasatlon

Superbowl
Taco Bar /

Wed., Feb. 19 530pm.to7:30pm.
Homemade
Chicken Pot Pie

Bag Tourney:

Meat Raffle

Build-Your-Own
Burger

Every Saturday 6 p.m.

Hall Available for Rent (Seats 225) Weddings,
Reunions, Graduation & Other Events
Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.

1
1
1
Wed., Feb. 26 530pn.t730pm. :
1
1
1

8

Tell ‘em you saw it

in the NEwsHOPPER
Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

Hoppers Helper's Service Directory

CONTRACTORS

Radtke Remodeling & Construction
Custom Built Homes e Remodeling e Garages
New Additions e Pole Buildings e
General Contracting e Insulation
Dean Radtke, Aitkin. Lic. #20108758
www.radtkeremodelingconstruction.com
218-678-3403¢ 218-839-6103

2024w39

FLOORING

JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding,
Refinishing e Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576
Check Me Out On Facebook

Hearing & AIrR CONDITIONING

Ken’s Heating & Mobile Home Supply
LP & Natural Gas e Nationally Certified
Service Technician — over 30 Years Experience
Residential & Commercial e Mobile Home
Heating and Air Conditioning e RV’s/Supplies
218-821-6720 e Aitkin ® kensheatingllc.com wos 2025

INSURANCE

SECURITY STATE
INSURANCE

4 locations to serve you
Aitkin218-927-3712 » Moose Lake 218-485-8735
o [sle 320-676-3795 e Grand Marias 218-387-1540

w05/2025

PAINTING & POWERWASHING

STEVES PAINTING and POWERWASHING LLC Your
interior Specialist. Interior e Exterior e Pre-finish
Book today 218-546-8130 Family owned for over 30 years
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JOY MCCLEARY

Joy O’ June Olive (Souther)
McCleary, 93, died peacefully
in her sleep on Sunday, Janu-
ary 26, 2025 at Aicota Health
Care Center in Aitkin.

A private family gathering
2 | will be held this summer to

J celebrate her life.

Joy was born on June 9,
1931, in alog cabin near Lakeshore, Minnesota, to
William and Thelma Souther. She spent her early
years in St. Paul and later attended Hamline Uni-
versity, where she met her husband, Robert “Bob”
McCleary. The couple shared a lifelong passion
for education and adventure. After their marriage,
Joy and Bob began their teaching careers with
a memorable year in Hawaii before returning to
Minnesota. They both secured teaching positions
in Aitkin, where Joy initially taught physical educa-
tion before transitioning to English—a subject she
taught for the majority of her career. Her love of
English and dedication to education left a lasting
impact on her students and colleagues. Summers

were filled with family adventures, as Joy and Bob
traveled and camped across the United States
and Canada with their children. After retiring, their
love of exploration continued with trips overseas
and visits to all 50 states. Among their favorite
destinations was St. Simons Island off the coast
of Georgia. Joy was a devoted wife, mother,
grandmother, great-grandmother, educator, writer,
and poet. Her memory will live on in the poems,
essays and memoirs she has gifted to her family.

She is survived by her three children: Rob (Terry)
McCleary, Beth (Roy) Joki, and Maureen (Tom)
Burman; six grandchildren: Brian, Molly, Erin,
Brynn, Morgan, and Alec; and six great-grand-
children: Wes, Cora, Harbor, Meya, Kinzlee, and
Sophia.

She was preceded in death by her beloved hus-
band, Bob; parents William and Thelma; brothers:
Bill and Bob; and an infant sister,Cherry.

Arrangements were with the So-
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and
Cremation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condo-
lences at www.srtfuneral.com.

JANICE MOORE

Janice Augusta Moore, 83
of Aitkin died Friday, January
24,2025 at Aicota Health Care
Center in Aitkin.

Private services are being
| planned.

She was born August 31,
1941 in Minneapolis the daugh-
ter of Oscar and Dagmar (Matti-
nen) Mattson. She grew up in Richfield and graduat-
ed from high school. Janice was united in marriage
to David Moore on August 4, 1962 in Minneapolis.
They raised their family in Bloomington. She was a
homemaker and a loving wife, mother, grandmother

and great-grandmother.

Janice is survived by her husband David Moore
of Aitkin

Children: Sandra Raley (Dave) of Minneapolis, Su-
san Gabert (Ed) of Aitkin and Sarah Moore of Aitkin;
grandchildren: Sean and Alexis; great-grandchil-
dren: Tinayah and Aveah; and many other special
relatives and friends who mourn her passing.

She was preceded in death by her parents Oscar
and Dagmar Mattson.

Arrangements are with Sorensen-Root-Thompson
Funeral Home & Cremation Services in Aitkin. To
leave a message of condolence, please go to www.
srtfuneral.com.

STEWART PACKER

Stewart Lee Packer, Sr., 91,
of Palisade died Saturday,
January 25, 2025 at Cuyuna
Regional Medical Center in
Crosby.

Services will be Saturday,
February 8, 2025 at 1 p.m. in
Hilltop Chapel, 49448 Osprey
Ave, Palisade. Visitation will be
R one hour prior to the service at
=———=x—~ the church. Military honors will
—— be provided by Palisade V.FW.
Post #1721. Interment will be in Waukenabo
Cemetery, Waukenabo Township. Memorials
are preferred in lieu of flowers to the Alzheimer’s
Association, alz.org. To leave a message of
condolence, please visit: www.srtfuneral.com.

He was born January 23, 1934 in Waukenabo
Township to Levi and Hazel (Cowling) Packer.
Stewart is a veteran of The United States Army
who served during the Korean War. Stewart was

united in marriage to Alice Crapser. Together they
had five children. Stewart enjoyed woodworking,
building furniture, hunting, fishing, snowmobiling.
Stewart’s philosophy was to help at least one
person every day. He loved spending time with
his family.

Stewart is survived by his loving wife, Alice
Packer; children: Linda (Ron) Sewald, Chuck
Packer, Cyndi (Sean) Johnson, Kathi Landrus and
Stewart (Stacey) Packer, Jr.; 14 grandchildren:
Cassie, Brandy, Sara, Ronda, Becky, Jon, T.J.,
Caitlin, Fawn, Charlie, Samantha, Erica, Bryan
and Nathan; 21 great grandchildren; several
great-great-grandchildren; siblings, Ronnie (Sha-
ron) and Jeannie; nieces, nephews, cousins, other
relatives and friends.

Stewart is preceded in death by his parents;
grandchild, Stephanie; great-grandchild, Soren;
brothers, Duane and Arvin.

Arrangements are with Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home and Cremation Service, Aitkin.

GEORGE HARDY

George Edwin Hardy, 78, of
Crosby died at St. Cloud VA
Medical Center on January
29, 2025.

A Memorial Gathering will be
held on Saturday, February 8,
2025 at the Myrin-James Amer-
ican Legion Post in Ironton from
1:00 to 4:00 p.m. with sharing
of memories at 3:30 p.m. Burial
—— will be at the Lakewood Cemetery
==~ in Crosby.

He was born on March 3, 1946

in Brainerd to Lyman and Dora (Wilmot) Hardy.
George served in the U.S. Navy for 4 years with two
deployments to Vietnam. He was a member of the
Myrin-James American Legion in Ironton. George
was an avid hunter and fisherman.

George is survived by his sister, Judy McKanna of
Crosby and his significant other, Paula Kowalke of
Crosby and several nieces and nephews.

Preceding George in death are his parents; sister,
Phyllis Martin; brother, Howard Hardy and niece
Amber McKanna.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home
of Crosby.

Sorensen-Root-Thompson

Aitkin, MN
218-927-2614

Directors: Jason Brezinsky
=Y Jerry Thompson * Tud Brezinsky

Funeral Home & Cremation Services

www.srtfunerval.com

McGregor Funeral Home

& Cremation Services
McGregor, MN

218-768-3136

=

¢ Traditional, Graveside &
Memorial Funerals

 Cremation Service
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* Pre-arrangement Plans

Koop Funeral Home
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CHURCH,DIREGCIORY.

* Indicates handicap accessible. NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise.

ALLIANCE

Aitkin* — New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am;
Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street
SW; newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;
Worship 10; www.pointway.org

Garrison* — Worship 10:30am

Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169
north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Aitkin — Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning
Service 10.

Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10
& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org

Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30

Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS
at 9:30, Worship at 10:45

Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa
Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch @gmail.com; 218-
697-2662

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST

Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William
Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - Eagle Brook Church , Worship 9 & 11, www.eagle-
brookchurch.com/locations/brainerd-lakes/

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens,
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed.
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; focbrainerd.com

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* — SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9;
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC

Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass
Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30. Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun.
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat.
5p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph's, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri.
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed.
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family; Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only
through Labor Day) w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor — Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581;
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland
Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner
218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10

COMMUNITY

Aitkin— Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE.,
Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene-
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30;
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays; Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10;
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm.

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm. Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7 p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed.
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean;
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm,
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service
9:30; SS 10:45.

EPISCOPAL

Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9

Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-
ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday.
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE

Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at
9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm.

Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-
692-4141,37218 County Road 66, www.crosslakeefc.org

Isle — Pastor Mark Lee; Sunday School 9:00 am; Worship
10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10;
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30;
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC

Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information
320-684-2804

LUTHERAN

Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev. Rebecca Hinz; Worship
9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.

Aitkin — First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship
Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on
YouTube - First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin (Cedarbrook) — St. John's (ELCA) Pastor Sarah
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John's Church Road,
Aitkin. Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am. stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin — St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).
Pastor Bill Werth. Sunday Worship 9. Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15. 13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter.
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood). 218-829-4105.
www.christbaxter.com.

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st &

3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday
School following worship. Services also available on
YouTube and Facebook. 218-829-9552 ficbrainerd.com
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St.
- Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.lIchurch.org)

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email:
trinity @trinitybrainerd.org

Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship 9

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd.
218-829-4317. www.zionbrainerd.com.

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.

Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson; Sun. 9:30
worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship

Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel
Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor
218-692-3682 September 8-Mid-May: Sunday at 8:30am
& October-Mid-May: Wednesday at 6:15pm

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion,
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11, 218-692-4228,
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne;
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Worship 9 SS 9;
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101.

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel. Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am. 320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas;
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert;
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47.
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub — Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9, (alternates with
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30;
handicapped accessible.

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15

Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship
9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.

Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun.
10, Service 11, fellowship follows.

Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-
terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by
fellowship and Bible study. (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun.
Worship 9am. Fellowship following Service. Communion
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.;
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath — Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA; Pastor Luke Lekander,
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.

Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor
Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior's Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15a.m.,
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.

Rossburg — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd

Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) — Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1%, 3“ and
4™ Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of
Hwy 210

Thor — Zion, Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.

Wright — St. John's (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School
Sun. 9:30; Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden,
Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street,
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis,
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St., Suite
2, 218-829-2989.

PENTECOSTAL

Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN
56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939.

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall,
Co.Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11.218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN

Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9;
Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.

McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.

Tamarack — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11.

REFORMED

Crosby — Lifespring Church, a member of Fellowship of
Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

Aitkin — Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer
Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S

Brainerd — Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible
Study 10; Bible Study & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910
Oak Street, Brainerd, 218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30
1st and 4th Sundays. 218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St,
Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty.
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST

Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-
days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.

Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday
Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507.

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9

Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook
live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible
Study Thursday at 6 pm.

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10

McGregor® — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45;
fellowship follows.

Onamia— Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship
10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell: 218-360-1947

WESLEYAN

Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time
10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.; 218-763-HOPE.
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GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find work or
start their own business. Call
24/7:1-844-588-6535. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, nocost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855

CONT.

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-888-429-2331 today!
mcn

CABLE/INTERNET

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying
for your service, call now for
a free quote and see how
much you can save! 1-866-
472-7954. (mcn)
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N THE CLI-\SSIFIEDS'

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of
Max, Paramount +, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and Cin-
emax included. Choice pack-
age $84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-866-296-1409. (mcn

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence
and mobility with the com-

977-7030 today! (mcn)

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT advertising which is decep-

tive, fraudulent, or which might otherwise violate the law.

A GREAT place to live and work!

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care,

Serving the Aitkin Community:

Live at Aicota:

¢ Short Term Rehab/Recovery
* Long Term Living

* Assisted Living

* Respite Care

Work at Aicota:

* Nursing Assistant (free training)
= Social Wellness
* RN/LPN

AICOTA

HEALTH CARE CENTER

Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living
850 2nd Street NW « Aitkin, MN 546431
218.927.2164 » www.aicota.com

<+ Customer Service - Anficipating

< Attitude - Having fun and

# Respect - Supporting and

% Excellence - Emphasizing quality

%+ Stewardship - Maximizing

pact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

needs and exceeding expectations

working hard while giving
100% to our residents

understanding that we are
all unigue and special

and striving to always be better
tomorrow than we are today

precious resources and ensuring
we use them to their fullest

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants
to regain access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A
recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle
to pay for health coverage.
Let us show you how much
you can save. Call Now for a
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to
have your zip code to con-

nect to the right provider.

HoME SERVICES

Don'’t Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. We stand by our
service and if we can't fix it,
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan
that fits your budget! Call:
1-877-743-7971(mcn)

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available.
Call 1-888-770-8025. Have
zip code of property ready
when calling! (mcn)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do

complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s

value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-

5574. Have zip code of service

location ready when you call!

NMisceccANEOUS

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us

take the stress out of moving!
Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 1-855-315-1216.
(mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-855-315-1330. (mcn)

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care
for a healthcondition that
prevents you from working
for a year or more. Call now!
1-888-924-0449. (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET HEALTH & MEDICAL HOoME SERVICES MisceccANEOUS
CoNT. CoONT. ConrT. CoONT.

2003 Harley flhtpi top shape
asking below book call to see
dressed out police parade
bike less then 10,000 asking
price 218-866-9529 Larry w6

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call
1-855-577-1268. (mcn)

Safe Step. North Americas
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step

1-844-290-5083. (mcn

SAFES

NEW AND USED SAFES
FOR SALE e Safe repair
and locked safes opened
e Heavy and light duty gun
safes and vault doors on
hand e High security safes
for gold and silver e 320-360-
5431 w53

(,l/n/ ﬂa}z/@»f@/ |

$79 Gas Furnace !
Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.

/,/ﬂ/?]'f/E/?

PLUMEBING AND HEAT/ING

AR,

northernairplumhing.com
=" 247 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

BOGO 40% OFF..........
+ $200 Off Your Entire Purchase

Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 4/30

Get Yours at
by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

p C/A\N

CANCER
HEART DISEASE
EMOTIONAL TRAUMA

== STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

MDA HIRING FOREST PEST
(SPONGY MOTH) SURVEYORS
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture
is hiring temp. intermittent Surveyors (Ag
Technicians) for the 2025 Spongy Moth
Trapping Survey season. $20.21/hr.+ mile-
age reimbursement. View job post (Job
I.D. 83443) & apply online through Feb-
ruary 28th: https://mn.gov/mmb/careers.
MDA is an equal opportunity employer
& provider. Questions: 651/201-6692
or natasha.northrop@state.mn.us

WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

ENTERTAINMENT

BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS
Travel to Fenway Park, Wrigley
Field &  other destinations on
Bob’s Baseball Tours. Call or text
for free brochure: 507/217-1326

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand
movies, plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

| ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844 |

BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive  lifetime  warranty.

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

Name

Classified Rates
# of issues

1 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
1 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)

Address

1 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)

The greatest dangers firefighters face

are often invisible. MnFIRE’s no-cost

health and wellness resources are

protecting firefighters across the state.

MnFlRE Supporting Our

Hometown Heroes
Assistance Program

Hometown Heroes

mnfirehealth.org

NewsHorrer Classified Order Form

Add a photo for
$12.00 per issue

1 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)

City

State Zip

Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide printed maximum size)

All'lads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment.
Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad

Number of Words

Rate per Word X
Additional Costs +

Total Per Week

Number of Weeks  x

TOTAL GOST OF AD
— Thank you for your order! =
VISA Please make check payable to the NewsHoPPER E"”‘a

Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: ¢/ X @t @# G v oK TR X X O

We are not responsible for error due to illegible

copy or missing punctuation. Punctuation does

not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail
and web address counts as one word.

As Low as $5.50
per issue for

13 or more issues
10 word minimum)

send
to:

NewsHoPPER

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

www.NewsHopper.net ¢ hopper@crosbyironton.net
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Central Lakes College brings back Chatty Hour for a year of connection

The popular community
conversation event, Chatty
Hour, is back at Central Lakes
College (CLC). Every Wednes-
day from noon to 1:30 p.m.,
the cafeteria at CLC's Brainerd
campus will transform into
a hub of friendly conversa-

On Saturday, Feb. 8,
Cascade United Methodist
Church is inviting everyone
to indulge a sweet treat and
a warm community atmo-
sphere at their annual Pie
Social. From 1 p.m.to 3 p.m.,
visitors can enjoy freshly
baked pies served with a
generous scoop of ice cream.
Whole pies will be available
for sale, as well as slices for
those just looking to satisfy
their sweet tooth.

But this event isn’t just
about dessert. It's about com-
ing together, making new

Pie lovers unite

tion and social connection.
This free, open-to-the-public
initiative offers a welcoming
space for individuals of all
backgrounds to engage in
casual, thought-provoking
discussions with others in the
community.

connections, and strengthen-
ing the bonds within the com-
munity. Church members and
locals alike are encouraged
to come for the pie and stay
for the conversation. After all,
what'’s better than good food
and even better company?
The event will be held at
Cascade United Methodist
Church, located on Highway
6/210, just west of Deer-
wood. It's the perfect excuse
to take a break from your
Saturday routine and support
a great cause while enjoying
some homemade goodness.

Building on the success of
the Fall 2024 Chatty Hour,
which was made possible
through generous support
from Essentia Health, Crow
Wing County, and the Central
Minnesota Council on Aging,
this year’s event is poised to
continue fostering meaningful
connections among commu-
nity members. The program’s
goal is to strengthen social
bonds and encourage an
open exchange of ideas in
a relaxed, non-judgmental
environment.

Chatty Hour is an extension
of alarger initiative led by Riaz
Patel, an Emmy-nominated
television producer who is
passionate about building
deeper human connections
through open dialogue. Pa-
tel’s program, ConnectEffect,
which was presented in Brain-
erd in January and September
of 2024, inspired the creation
of Chatty Hour as a way to

continue fostering these im-
portant conversations on a
regular basis.

“Creating spaces for com-
munity members to connect
and engage is more important
than ever,” said Joey Yow,
Director of the Performing
Arts Center at Central Lakes

College. “We're thrilled to
continue offering Chatty Hour
as away to build relationships,
share ideas, and promote in-
tergenerational connections
within Brainerd and beyond.”

The event is designed for
anyone looking to meet new
people, share experiences,

and take part in lively, open
conversations. You candrop in
atany time during the session,
making it easy to fit into your
schedule.

For more details about
Chatty Hour at CLC, contact
Joey Yow at joseph.yow@
clemn.edu.

Aitkin SnoDaze Coronation royalty
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SnoDaze royalty at Aitkin High School (left to right) John Pelarski, Caleb Zasmeta, Jeremiah
Cortez, Owen Weyer, King Drew Paulbeck, Queen Béla May, Kira Hamilton, Natalie Crowther,
Ellie Hoppe, and Giulia Peccati. They presided over dress up days all week with a dance
planned for Saturday night. Cindi Hill photo
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Specializing in

& Construcﬂo

Aitkin, Minnesota
License# BC768287

Valentine’s Day
Say it with Cub

USDA Choice

Boneless Beef
New York Strip

Steak value pack
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Valentine's Day Roses
1 dozen,
while supplies last
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Shoreline Restoration

* Rip Rap Rock [nstallation

e Boulder Wall Material
[nstallation

¢ Sod [nstallation

e Class Five

e Bobcat Work

e Demolition

¢ All Dirt Work Needs

e Patios

General Building &
Remodeling Contractor

¢ Roofing

e Window [nstallation

¢ Siding

e Garages

e Doors

e Decks

¢ Handicapped Bathrooms

Full Structural Steel Buildings
Home ¢ Garage » Shed » Office » Ag

Call 218-839-3371 for an estimate

Dozer & Backhoe Work

e Basements

e Driveways

e Ponds

» Wild Life Food Plots

e Land & Lot Clearing

e Stump Removal

e Rip Rap

e Demolition

e Building Pads

e Ditches and Ditch Clean-
ing

e Black Dirt, Sand &
Gravel

* Roads / Road Building

e Boulder Walls

e Trail Brushing

Tree Removal

¢ Tree Removal and Clean-
up

e Stump Grinding

e Storm Damage Cleanup

e Aerial Truck

0ld wood (deéks, Siding, logs, etc.) [00ks new again
with media blasting and staining!
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