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20 PC. CHICKEN FINGERZTM

FAMILY PACK
Regular or Buffalo

30 PC. BONELESS WINGS 
FAMILY PACK
Regular

ZAXBY’S® SIGNATURE SANDWICH
Meal or Sandwich only

ZAXBY’S SIGNATURE 
CLUB SANDWICH
Meal or Sandwich only

KICKIN CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal or Sandwich only

GRILLED CHICKEN SANDWICH 
Meal or Sandwich only

3 NIBBLERZ® SANDWICH 
Meal or Sandwich only

CHICKEN FINGER PLATE 
Regular: 4ct., 5ct., 6ct. 
Buffalo: 4ct., 5ct., 6ct. 

TRADITIONAL WINGS & THINGS
Regular or Buffalo

BONELESS WINGS & THINGS
Regular or Buffalo

BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL 
Regular

BUFFALO BIG ZAX SNAK® MEAL
Regular

GREAT 8 BONELESS WINGS MEAL
Regular

BONELESS WINGS MEAL 
Regular

TRADITIONAL WINGS MEAL
Regular

BONELESS WINGS 
5ct., 10ct., or 20ct.

TRADITIONAL WINGS 
5ct., 10ct., or 20ct.

CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
10ct., or 20ct

BUFFALO CHICKEN FINGERZTM 
5ct., 10ct., or 20ct.

THE HOUSE ZALAD® 
Fried, Grilled, or Garden

THE COBB ZALAD® 
Fried, Grilled, or Garden

ZAX FAMILY PACKS SANDWICH MEALZBIG ZALADSFAMOUS MEAL DEALZ

FAMOUS FINGERZ 
& WINGS

FRIED WHITE CHEDDAR BITES 

FRIED PICKLES 

CRINKLE FRIES 
Regular or Large

COLESLAW - CUP 

BASKET OF TEXAS TOAST 

EXTRA CHICKEN FINGER 
Regular or Buffalo

THE NIBBLER 

ZAX KIDZ® MEALS
Served with Crinkle Fries, Kidz® Drink, 
and a Treat.  

KIDDIE FINGER

KIDDIE CHEESE

SHAREABLES & SIDES

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE 
Three 

DESSERTS

DRINK 
Small, Medium or Large

GALLON OF SWEET 
OR UNSWEET TEA

KIDZ® DRINK 

MILK 
Regular or Chocolate

APPLE JUICE 

DRINKS

Zax Sauce®, Spicy Zax SauceTM, 
Ranch, Honey Mustard, WimpyTM, 
Tongue Torch®, NuclearTM, Hot 
Honey Mustard, Sweet & Spicy, 
Teriyaki, BBQ, Buffalo Garlic Blaze

SAUCES

www.zaxbys.com

931-227-4999
1511 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN

*Prices subject to change without notice

Asian Zensation Zalad™

Mixed greens with carrots and red 
cabbage, wonton strips, Asian Slaw, and 
a drizzle of Teriyaki Sauce with Fried or 
Grilled Chicken and Citrus Vinaigrette. 
Served with Veggie Egg Roll.

Chicken Fingerz™ Zax Packz
20 hand-breaded Chicken Fingerz™. 
Served with 2 large Crinkle Fries, 4 slices 
of Texas Toast and 4 dipping sauces of 
your choice.

Fried or Grilled Chicken Philly Meal
Hand-breaded or marinated grilled 
Chicken, White American cheese, grilled 
onions and peppers, and Garlic Aioli on a 
toasted hoagie roll. Served with Crinkle 
Fries and Small Drink
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Call Today To 
Schedule A Tour!

115 Medical Center Blvd., Fayetteville, TN 37334 • (931) 433-5000
https://vivaseniorliving.com/lincolnmanor

A T  L I N C O L N

Providing funeral care for your family is our number one priority. 
We believe the best way to serve you is by being here in the 
community - for you, and with 
you. You can count on us to be 
available for your family 
24 hours a day, and at a 
moment’s notice.

508 West College St.
Fayetteville, TN 37334
Office: 931.433.4511
Funeral Info: 931.438.2956
www.gallantfuneralhome.com

...as only your local funeral home can.

Caring

We Service What We Sell!

409 Lincoln Ave. South, Fayetteville, TN 37334 
931-433-5869  Mon.-Fri. 7-5; Sat. 7-12 
bradfordappliancetn.com
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StanMcNabbChevy.com 
and StanMcNabbCDJR.com!

Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Sales: (931) 455-3451
Service: (877) 427-5222

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Sales: (931) 408-9662 
Service: (931) 408-9671

All prices plus tax, title & license includes $599 doc fee. Prices subject to change & vehicle availability.

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

 Sweetheart  Sweetheart 
Deals Deals 

200+ USED AUTOS
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Your family and 
friends can be 
in this magazine.
Get your family and friends in our local 
magazine that covers only positive stories.

 

Submit your 
family and 
friends online

 

goodnewsmags.com/submit-a-story/
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• Physical, Speech, Occupational
   & Respiratory Therapies
• Unit Specializing in Dementia Care
• Specializing in Skilled & Long Term Care
• Nursing
• Specialized Diets
• Activities
• Social Services
• Free Wi-Fi

Administrator - Lisa Veteto
Director of Admissions - Jennifer Mitchell

faymark@twinrivershc.com
elkriverhroffayetteville.com

4081 Thornton Taylor Pkwy. 
Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-433-9973

HealtH & NursiNg of fayetteville 

The CareThe Care
They DeserveThey Deserve

College or retirement?
Find out how to 
prepare for both.

John Karby, 
CFP®, AAMS®

Financial Advisor
1231 Huntsville Hwy. Suite C
Fayetteville, TN 37334
(931) 438-3200

Lisa McKern, 
AAMS®

Financial Advisor
2899 Huntsville Hwy.
Fayetteville, TN 37334
(931) 438-2378

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track Hoe
Site Prep

Demolition
Roads & Driveways

Grade Work
Pads

Ponds & Lakes
Underground Utilities

Complete Rock 
Hammer Services

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

WE CAN DO IT ALL!WE CAN DO IT ALL!

Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithssepticpumping.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

We Serve All Of Middle Tennessee
• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Have Your Septic Tanks Taken Care Of 
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• Medication Management
• Wound Care
• Disease Management Teaching 

• Infusion Therapy
• Orthopedic Care
• Stroke and Brain Injury Care

Call Us Today:

2310 Thornton Taylor Pkwy Ste A • Fax: 931-438-9549 • qualityfirsthc.com

931-438-9595

Let Our 
Skilled Nurses 
Take Care Of 
Your Loved One

We also offer Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy

35 Years Serving The TN Valley

1223 Huntsville Hwy. • (931) 532-0400 • Mon. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. • fayettevillechryslerjeepdodgeram.com

Fall in Love with Your Ride

Where You’re Treated Like Family



From our 
publishing 

partner

“I take great 
honor in being the 
Publishing Partner 
for Good News 
Fayetteville! Good 
News Fayetteville 
shines light on the 
people and businesses 
that help make our 
town exceptional. If 
you are interested in 
becoming a supporter 
of Good News 
Fayetteville, please 
contact me today 
with any questions 
you may have.”

Faith Cashion
Publishing Partner
(931) 205-0640
faith@goodnewsmags.com

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us 
know what you think! Follow us 
and leave a review on Facebook. 
Search Good News Fayetteville 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

Y OU KNOW that first breath of 
spring? The way the warmer air gives 

you goosebumps — the air is soft, full of 
promise, carrying hints of something new. 
After months of cold, we step outside, and 
for the first time, the sun lingers a little 
longer, warming our hands, our faces, our 
hearts. Maybe it’s still daylight when we get 
home from work. Love is a lot like that. It’s 
the warmth that lingers after the winter. The 
breath that fills our lungs when we didn’t 
even realize we were holding them.

Love exists in big acts with large sums 
of money, sure. But more often, it ’s in the 
small acts — the moments we miss that 
swirl through the air like dandelion seeds, 
taking root in ways we may never fully see. 
It ’s checking in on a friend, even when 
they insist they’re fine. It ’s the extra few 
seconds we hold the door open, the way 

we buy the person behind us a coffee in 
the morning. It ’s letting go of old grudges, 
choosing forgiveness even when it would 
be easier to stay cold.

The beautiful thing about love is that it 
multiplies. The more we put out into the air, 
the more it spreads, catching in the wind, 
drifting far beyond where we first let it go. 
Love is not just an action or money, either — 
it’s a kind of magic that moves everything it 
touches in the right direction.

This issue of Good News is dedicated to 
that love. Not just romantic love but the kind 
that makes communities stronger, hearts 
lighter, and life a little more beautiful. Love 
rooted in appreciation, in gratefulness, in the 
quiet choices we make every day to make the 
world a little warmer.

So breathe it in. And then send it back 
out into the air. GN

Love is in 
the air
Good News celebrates the love 
that strengthens communities, 
brightens hearts, and makes life 
more beautiful.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

 
Wesley Bryant,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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GOOD NEWS IS PUBLISHED BY Exchange Media Group, Inc.
FOUNDER Bill Thomas (1940-2010)

 

Only positive and 
local stories at your 
door every month.
Get a local magazine that covers 
only positive stories about every-
day people in our community.

 

 

Subscribe to 
Good News 
Magazine online

goodnewsmags.com/subscribe/
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Call Today 931-363-7548

1245 East College St.
Pulaski, TN

1245 East College St.
Pulaski, TN 

Facebook.com/AHC.Meadowbrook

Senior care is the heart of what we do at Meadowbrook. If you or 
your loved one needs care close to home or family, let us be your 
first choice. Services include:

• Nursing care
• Physical, occupational 
    and speech therapy
• Disease management

• Wound care
• IV therapy
• ARTS technology
• Much more

Compassionate, 
Quality Care 
for Rehab or 
Long-term 
Living

Outpatient

Therapy
 

We are helping the Lions Club of Fayetteville 
collect aluminum can tabs for Ronald 
McDonald House Charity.

SAVE YOUR PULL TABS!

Mon. - Fri., 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • (931) 433-9737

Please bring them to:
Exchange Media Group
404 Main Avenue South
Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-427-8211
25900 Main St., Ardmore, TN

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 7:00 A.M. -10:00 P.M.; 
Sun. 7:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M.

True Discount 
Lotto Land

We’ve Got What You Need
Lottery • Beer • Cigars

Sip,
Smoke, 
& Savor

Looking for 
 a new place?

TDD 1-800-848-0298
Just off Huntsville Hwy. • 500 Independence Drive

Oakview Apartments currently has:
• 2 Bedroom Apartments w/Washer-Dryer Connection
• 1 Bedroom Apartments • Spacious Energy Efficient
• Total Electric Kitchens & Energy Efficient Appliances
• Dishwasher & Washer/Dryer Hook-Ups Available
• Walk In Closet • Onsite Laundry Room 
• Handicap Units When Available
• Pet Friendly • Some Restrictions Apply  
     1 BR Starting @ $550-$585 •  2 BR Starting @ $605-$645

Credit & police check required
(931) 557-9410
(931) 433-7751

Local Peoples Gas Company
3296 Lewisburg Hwy.
Petersburg, TN 
931-659-6981 Phone
931-993-9496 J.D. Haislip

Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
We are locally owned & operated...We are locally owned & operated...

we want your business!we want your business!
Proudly serving Fayetteville, Proudly serving Fayetteville, 

Lewisburg, and Surrounding AreasLewisburg, and Surrounding Areas

Winter Doesn’t 
Wait For Anyone.
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MARCH CLEARANCE SALE
The end of the rainbow leads to the...

UP TO

7070 %% OFF OFF
March 3rd-8th Only

1822C Huntsville Highway, Fayetteville, TN 37334
Phone: (931) 433-6081 • spraysjewelers.com

EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY - SUPERIOR SERVICE
We are here when words are not enough

Deals So Good 
They Only Happen 

Once A Year! 

Mon. - Thurs. 7:30 A.M. – 4:30 P.M. • Fri. 7:30 A.M. – 3:30 P.M.

Fully insured certificate available on request.
We’ll work with insurance companies

421 Lincoln Ave. S., Fayetteville, TN

(931) 433-7314 • www.tandlroofing.com

• Repair • Replace • New Construction
• Shingles, Metal, Low Slope 
   Or Standing Seam 
• Locally Owned And Operated 
   For Over 50 Years

STRONG ROOFS, 
SAFE HOMES.

931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

Fayetteville 931-433-5855
405 West College St., Fayetteville, TN 37334

Now Buy!Is The Time To

Park City 931-433-9124
2850 Huntsville Hwy., Fayetteville, TN 37334

Mortgage Rates Are Still Great!

Come See Kelly Richardson Today!
She Will Find The Right Mortgage Solution For You!

www.fnbforyou.com



in the face of adversity 
Strength 

Jentry Prock



S HE SPENT nearly five months in the hospital and 
some 45 days on a ventilator; she had more than a dozen 
surgeries and a kidney transplant — all before she turned 
4. Yet Jentry Prock is a bright and happy child. As she 

continues to heal, her perseverance, along with her parents', serves 
as an inspiration to everyone in Fayetteville.

It started with a simple fever, one Tuesday in November when 
Jentry was about to turn 2. The pediatrician thought it was a little 
virus, but when she didn’t get better, she was sent to the emergency 
room, where they gave Jentry some fluids and sent her home again. 
By Friday, the Procks knew something was seriously wrong — their 
daughter needed further care.

An overnight stay in the Huntsville Hospital for Women & 
Children was interrupted by a nurse coming in to prepare Jentry to 
go to Birmingham. The doctors thought she had hemolytic uremic 
syndrome (HUS), a condition that can occur because of E. coli. 
They were shocked at the development, Samantha Prock said.

“They pretty much put her in an ambulance and tell us, ‘Hey, 
we got to go to Birmingham. She’s got to be at a bigger hospi-
tal,’” Samantha said.

Jentry’s condition got worse, and that Friday night trip to the 
hospital turned into a five-month stay in Birmingham. She had 
HUS, parainfluenza, and the Norovirus, what Prock said was a 
perfect storm of illness. By that Sunday, Jentry was on dialysis. 
Her kidneys were not functioning, and soon after, she went on a 
ventilator as well. Still, things were not getting better — so the 
hospital performed exploratory surgery to find out what else was 
wrong. A large portion of her digestive tract had died, and her 
pancreas was injured as well.

Even the doctors didn’t know if she would live or die, Saman-
tha said. Jentry wasn’t breathing well, even on a ventilator, and 
HUS kept the dialysis from getting all the fluid out of her body. 
Samantha said they even discussed putting her on life support, 
taking decisions hour by hour. During that time, the Fayetteville 
community came to their aid. People across the town sent notes, 

A medical nightmare survived 
creates an inspiration.

By Sara Hook // Photography by Brooke Snyder

letters, and Sunday school drawings to the family. Friends and 
neighbors fed their cows and dogs, and their mail lady made a 
point to play with them when she could. The community even 
held a benefit at the Lincoln County Fairgrounds.

“Our town and our community wrapped their arms around 
us,” Prock said. “They all came out, and they raised money for us 
to live on and pay medical bills while we were out with our baby. 
It was in a time that was so bad, we didn’t know if she was gonna 
make it or everything like that; we felt so blessed.”

Luckily, Jentry pulled through.

Jentry holds her kidney-shaped stuffy➤
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“That didn’t have to happen. She pulled out of it,” Samanatha 
said. “During that time, she had surgery every other day for them 
to stitch up and close up her stomach, so we’re probably looking 
at about 10 or 15 surgeries during that time.”

In March, the Procks came home from the hospital. Jentry was 
stable, but her kidneys still weren’t functioning — she was going to 
need a transplant. Besides that, she had to relearn quite a few things 
after her time in the hospital, and the Procks had to find out if there 
was any developmental damage as well. Once again, Samantha said 
they were blessed.

“We learned to walk, drink, and eat — she had to learn how to 
use her stomach again,” Samantha said. “She went back to being 
normal even though the doctors were totally concerned about that.”

While going through the preparatory surgeries and 
waiting for a kidney match, Jentry had a very strict life. 
She couldn’t drink more than 11 ounces of water a day; she 
couldn’t eat chocolate, cheese, or potatoes; and she couldn’t 
play outside in the heat for long or go swimming. Even five 
M&Ms could throw off her labs.

“Something as silly as vacation Bible school, I would love 
for her to go or go over to a little friend’s house or us go over to 
eat at another person’s house. I couldn’t let her go because she 

had such a strict diet,” Samantha said. “Her body had no way of 
filtering out all the stuff.”

Rain or shine or even through a snowstorm, the family had to 
drive two hours to the hospital for dialysis three times a week — 
until one day, they got the phone call that changed their lives. The 
hospital had found a match. Most children get adult kidneys, and 
that’s what happened to Jentry.

“It was a 22-year-old kidney,” Samantha said. “That’s all we 
know about it. We don’t know where it came from.”

Months later, Jentry only had to visit the hospital once every 
month, and that time was steadily decreasing. Samantha said she has 
bounced back well, and while it is evident she hasn’t had the most nor-
mal childhood so far, she is smart and has handled all the changes well.

“She’s my hero; she’s been so brave through all this,” Saman-
tha said. “She’s an inspiration, I feel like — to me, to everybody 
— just how, through it all, she just kept going.”

Samantha has found a purpose through all of this, telling 
others their story and encouraging them to become organ donors.

“A 22-year-old ... changed my life and changed my daugh-
ter’s life forever, giving her back her childhood,” Samantha said. 
“Something as simple as eating chocolate or drinking some water 
— they gave that back to her.”

The story of Jentry, Samantha, and Jimmy Prock is one of 
perseverance and faith, and it is one that everyone can learn from. 
After all, strength can be found even in the darkest of places, and 
eventually, things will become bright once again.GN

“She’s my hero; she’s been so 
brave through all this. She’s an 

inspiration, I feel like — to me, to 
everybody — just how, through it 

all, she just kept going.”

-Samantha Prock
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931-993-9710
575 Lynchburg Hwy., Mulberry, TN 37359

• Interior & Exterior Railing • Pool & Yard Fences
• Driveway & Pedestrian Gates • Guard Railing
• Residential & Light Commercial

ExtraordinaryExtraordinary  Craf tsmanshipCraf tsmanship
Custom Design

www.southernironworks.comwww.southernironworks.com

Do you struggle with hurts, pain, 
or addiction of any kind?
• Are you an adult child of an alcoholic or an abuse survivor?
• Do you struggle with anxiety, co-dependency, anger or fear?
• Are you addicted to gambling, food, sex, substances or pornography? 

Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centered, non-denominational, 
     12 step recovery program. 
CR meets every Tuesday, 5:30-8pm. 
Supper provided and childcare is available upon request.

Fayetteville First UMC • 200 Elk Ave N. • (931)433-2251

114 W. Market Street
Fayetteville, TN 37334

931-433-1173

Fayetteville’s Most Unique 
& Historic Dining Experience

Mon: Closed • Tues - Thurs: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Sat: 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm • Sun: Closed



According to the proper protocol, Boy Scout Troop 489 will be responsible for retiring the cotton flags deposited in the drop box in a flag ceremony.➤
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W HAT DOES a flag represent? 
Is it the values of the group it 
flies over, the efforts of those 

who carry it, or the history written under 
its banner? The United States Stars and 
Stripes embodies all these things and 
more. Yet, as the nation endures, individual 
flags grow tired and frayed. Retiring them 
with the dignity they deserve can be 
challenging for many, leaving some unsure 
of how to show proper respect. Thankfully, 
Fayetteville now has a solution: a striking 
red, white, and blue box stands proudly on 
the courthouse lawn, ready to respectfully 
retire the community's old and worn 
United States flags.

A new flag drop box provides a way 
for the community to retire American flags.

By Sara Hook // Photos submitted by Laurie Caruso of the Elk Valley Times

The red, WhiTeWhiTe, 
and blue of respecT

Linda Williams of the Lincoln County 
Warrior Exhibit recognized the need, but 
it was a community effort that made the 
drop box possible. The Warrior Exhibit’s 
goal is to honor local veterans, which they 
do by framing and displaying veteran 
pictures in their building on Main Avenue 
North. When Williams saw a flag drop 
box on Facebook, she realized there was 
another way to honor veterans' sacrifices.

“I saw a picture on Facebook, and I said, 
‘Wow, we need to do this,’” Williams said. “I 
first called Bill Newman and asked him if we 
could put it on the courthouse lawn, and he 
said yes. Then, I went to T&W [Machine] to 
see if they would build it for us,” Williams said.
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T&W recommended that she go to 
Franke for a donation of materials, and 
Franke offered to build and donate a fin-
ished box. However, the collaboration did 
not stop there. Lincoln County Sheriff ’s 
Department Maintenance Supervisor 
Mike Davis and the trustee work crew 
installed the box and the concrete pad it 
sits on. Elks Lodge 1792 and its members 
helped the Warrior Exhibit board pay for 
the patriotic wrapping done by NDesigns.

Each flag dropped off is handled 
according to the United States flag code. 
Boy Scout Troop 489 collects the cotton 
flags periodically and retires them with the 
proper ceremony.

“They can burn the cotton flags, but 
they cannot burn the synthetic flags,” 
Williams said. “The way to do away with 
a flag in the appropriate way if it’s a syn-
thetic flag and can’t be burned is you cut 
it in four pieces, and then technically it is 
not a flag anymore.”

The drop box sits on the east side of 
the courthouse square, right next to the 
handicap ramp.

“You can’t miss it,” Williams said. “It’s 
red, white, and blue.”

It began with one person’s inspiration, 
but the whole project wouldn’t have been 
possible without dozens of people chipping 
in, donating their time, money, and ideas to 
make something happen. While Williams 
started the project, she was not the one who 
would finish it.

“It has taken the whole community and 
our board to do it. It’s not a Linda Wil-
liams thing,” Williams said. “Without the 
community, we wouldn’t have been able to 
have done it.”

The flag drop box is indeed an indica-
tion of the American spirit in Fayetteville 
and Lincoln County. The community loves 
its veterans and country and is prepared to 
show it. GN

Mike Davis places a 
flag inside the box to 
be properly retired.

➤
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“It has taken the whole 
community and our 

board to do it. It’s not 
a Linda Williams thing. 

Without the community, 
we wouldn’t have been 
able to have done it.” 

-Linda Williams

Representatives from the Warrior Exhibit Board, Franke, Elks Lodge, Boy Scout Troop 489, Lincoln County Sheriff’s Department deputies, Mayor Bill Newman, Mike Davis, 
Lincoln County Sheriff’s Department work crew supervisor, and Chancellor J.B. Cox

➤

Deputy Jesse Mills places a flag inside the newly placed flag box.➤



M IKE AND Mary Burton have shared 
a love story spanning 29 years — one 
that has defied doubts, embraced 
challenges, and thrived through life’s 

highs and lows. As we celebrate Valentine’s Day, their 
journey offers a heartfelt reminder of what it means 
to truly cherish one another.

It all began in 1994 when Mary was working 
locally as a waitress. Mike walked into the restau-
rant, and something clicked. Some would call it love 
at first sight. After finishing his meal, he left his 
number behind, a bold move that would mark the 
start of a beautiful relationship. By 1996, the couple 
was married and welcomed their first child that same 
year. In 2004, their family grew with the addition of 
twin boys. Now, their love has expanded to include a 
grandchild whom they adore. 

“Mike is 10 years older than me,” Mary said. “At 
first, everyone said it would never work. Our families 
and friends were skeptical, but here we are, 29 years 
later, proving them wrong.”

The age difference turned out to be a strength 
rather than a challenge. “I’d dealt with immature guys 
before,” Mary said, “but Mike was older and more 
grounded. He’s been my rock through everything.”

Their secret? Small, consistent acts of love. For years, 
Mike would text Mary at 10 a.m. during his usual break 
time at work every day, no matter where he was or what 
he was doing. “Even if we were in the same house, he’d 
text me, ‘I love you,’” Mary shared with a smile. “Now 
that I have a job where I can answer the phone, he calls 
instead. It’s those little gestures that mean the most.”

When it comes to their favorite things to do 
together, the Smoky Mountains hold a special 

THEIR LOVE IS 
MOUNTAIN HIGH.

Mike and Mary Burton’s 29-year 
journey of devotion and resilience

By Haley Potter
Photography by Brooke Snyder
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place in their hearts. “Our first trip 
there was our honeymoon,” Mary 
said. “It’s become our getaway spot. 
Every year, we return to those moun-
tains. It’s like our place.”

As busy parents and grandpar-
ents, Mike and Mary still prioritize 
their time together. Their children 
and grandchild live locally, allow-
ing the family to remain close-knit. 
Despite their roles as grandparents, 
Mike and Mary ensure they carve 
out moments for each other, whether 
it’s a trip to the mountains or a quiet 
evening at home.

Reflecting on their journey, Mary 
acknowledges that life hasn’t always 
been easy. “Life throws curveballs,” she 
said. “But we’ve made it work. Through 
the good times and the bad, we’ve 
always been there for each other.”

For Mike, the key to their 
enduring love is simple: “It ’s about 
making her feel loved every day,” 
he said. Whether it ’s a text, a call, 
or a quiet moment together, Mike’s 
actions speak volumes about his 
devotion to Mary.

“We’re blessed to have this life to-
gether,” Mary said. “And we’re grateful 
for every moment we’ve shared.”

As they look ahead, Mike and 
Mary’s love continues to grow, 
and their yearly trip to the Smoky 
Mountains won’t end anytime soon. 
Their journey reminds us that true 
love isn’t about grand gestures or 
perfection; it’s about showing up ev-
ery day with a full heart and an open 
mind. Here’s to Mike and Mary 
Burton — proof that love is always 
in the air. GN

Cody Burton, Mike Burton, Mary Burton, Luke Croft, Katyleen Croft, Ada Kate Croft, and Caleb Burton➤

Life throws 
curveballs. But 
we’ve made it 
work. Through the 
good times and the 
bad, we’ve always 
been there for 
each other.

- Mary Burton
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A RESTORATION 
OF HISTORY
Keith Syler and Becky Priest 

work to repair a piece of 
Fayetteville’s past.

T THE HOUSE was set way back from 
the road, old, run-down, and covered 
in weeds and poison ivy. Its roof had 
holes, the floor had deteriorated, and the 

basement was full of trash — but Keith Syler and 
Becky Priest saw something beautiful. For the past 2 
1/2 years, they have been restoring that house piece 
by piece, and through it, they discovered an incredible 
piece of Fayetteville history.

It all started with a home listed on Zillow. Nei-
ther Syler nor Priest knew anything about Fayette-
ville, but they found a home they liked on the real 
estate website and came to check it out. It turned out 
to be a bust — the house needed a lot of work, and 
it seemed too much for the price. Then, Priest looked 
across the street and fell in love.

“Set back off the road off of Mulberry is this 
poor little dilapidated old house,” Priest said. “I said, 
‘Keith, you got to come over here and look at this 
house. It’s amazing.’ I said, ‘It needs help, bless its 
heart, but if anybody could fix it, you can.’”

The couple had long loved old homes — in fact, 
it was an old home that first brought them together. 
Priest grew up in a Queen Anne Victorian home, and 
this isn’t the first home Keith has restored. He said it 
is a very different process from modern homes because 
the wood, joints, and even walls are built differently. As 
he learned, he got the qualifications to go alongside his 
work: certifications for working on geothermal con-
struction and high-efficiency heating, among others.

“I kind of gravitate toward the Victorian era be-
cause it’s so decorative,” Syler said. “[There’s] so much 

By Sara Hook
Photography by Brooke Snyder
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BECKY PRIEST AND KEITH SYLER



craftsmanship involved in all the trim 
work and putting it all together.”

As they worked on the house, 
Syler and Priest began to discover 
more and more about the history 
of the construction. At first, they 
thought the house was built in 
1880 — but a little research showed 
that it had been sold to William S. 
(W.S.) Hurt in 1874. Other hints led 
them to believe the house was even 
older. The main house is constructed 
with square nails, which went out of 
fashion in the 1820s. They found the 
remains of an 1820s-style cast iron 
stove in the backyard and a muse-
um wardrobe labeled ‘1830s James 
Bright Family Wardrobe’ with the 
name Hurt scrawled inside.

“That gave us a real tie from W.S. 
Hurt because we knew James Bright 
had multiple houses,” Syler said. “He 
bought and sold land, just massive 
amounts of land, and he became very 
wealthy doing that.”

Other documents and accounts 
indicated that the house on Mulberry 
was possibly James Bright’s first brick 
house. It could even be the house that 
Andrew Jackson used as his head-
quarters and that the Union attempt-
ed to burn in the 1860s. Syler and 
Priest aren’t 100% sure because many 
historical documents are missing, but 
they said the circumstantial evidence 
has led to their theory.

“I’ve found an 1830s Federal 
Navy Officer’s coat button, I’ve found 

Keith and Becky on their front porch — the porch was one of the first things Keith repaired. ➤

I kind of gravitate 
toward the Victorian 
era because it’s 
so decorative. 
[There’s] so much 
craftsmanship 
involved in all 
the trim work 
and putting it all 
together.

- Becky Priest



a Confederate Army cuff but-
ton, I’ve found a Union Army 
Officer’s coat button, we’ve found 
[a] Civil War stirrup, and we’ve 
found a spur,” Syler said. “We’ve 
found some of the early — really 
early — rim fire cartridges under-
neath the front porch.”

In addition, simple tasks like 
moving flowers and laying paths 
have unearthed two cisterns. 
There is something new to be 
found every day.

“It’s like an archeological dig 
around here,” Priest said. “You never 
know what you’re going to dig up.”

There has been so much history 
uncovered during the restoration 
process, and Syler said once they 
have the section they’re living in 
done, the pair will begin making and 
publishing videos of their work and 
research. Hopefully, he said, that will 
help fund what they are doing.

“Most of the time, when 
you have somebody doing one 

Keith holds a piece of door trim from the living room of their home. This trim is original to the 
home and was held with square nails.

➤

of these projects they have lots 
of financial resources to do 
the project,” Syler said. “We’re 
musicians… it’s the extra cash 
that we can squeeze out of our 
pocket to do it.”

Syler and Priest have many 
other plans for the house, which 
will be realized during construc-
tion and afterward. A staircase 
will be turned into a staircase of 
history, each step engraved with 
a family that lived in the home. 
Portraits of James Bright and 
his wife, Nancy Morgan Bright, 
will hang in the foyer, and Priest 
hopes to play their 1870s pump 
organ for Host of Christmas Past 
once the house is done.

Dozens of people across 
Fayetteville have a connection 
with the little house on Mulber-
ry Avenue, and it has impacted 
hundreds more in its long and 
storied history. Thanks to Keith 
Syler and Becky Priest, history 
is becoming a little cleaner and a 
little clearer every day. GN

Square nails that were used to build Keith and 
Becky’s home — square nails were used until around 
1830, which tells us how old the home is.

➤
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Kaylee’s Korner blesses 
the community.

O PEN THE door at 1622 Huntsville 
Highway and step over the threshold 
into Kaylee’s Korner. Vintage olive 
green stemware, opaque carnival glass, 

depression glass, teapots, coffee mugs, and snow-white 
hobnailed milk glass line the shelves. Hardbound 
books in muted grays and browns, thousands of 
collectibles from past decades, solid wood desks, ornate 
bed frames, ruby red hurricane lamps, and artwork 
framed with oak awaken memories of yesteryear 
and fill every visitor with nostalgia. Quaint rooms 
overflowing with well-loved toys, doodads, kitchen 
gadgets, and knickknacks are centered around a larger 
space separated into individual booths where each 
vendor has added their personal touch. At Kaylee’s 
Korner, every nook, cranny, and “korner” hold treasures 
waiting to be uncovered.

For Tonita Thompson, Kaylee’s Korner is more 
than a thrift or an antique store. It’s more than a 
building to resell furniture. It’s an outlet for her to 
bless a community that has so richly blessed her. 
Thirteen years ago, Tonita and her husband, Roger, 
gained custody of their granddaughter, Kaylee, and 
shortly after, Kaylee received a diagnosis of autism 
spectrum disorder.

“I wanted to put her in a school for autism, 
and I found one close to the Huntsville airport,” 
recalled Thompson. “But we couldn’t afford it. 
I prayed and felt led by God to have a yard sale 
to pay her tuition. Everybody connected to us 
cleaned out their closets, and because of this, 
every month, our need was met. After I brought 
her back to public school, friends were still giving 
us items to sell. We continued holding yard sales, 

By Amanda E. West
Photography by Brooke Snyder 

and submitted by Tonita Thompson

FROM YARD SALES 
TO A HEARTFELT 

MISSION 
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Tonita and her part-time helper, DeAnna Smith, 
pose inside the store.

➤

and we were able to take her on a 
trip to Disney World. The dona-
tions began to accumulate, and I 
prayed for a building. God pro-
vided this business that used to be 
The Blue Door Antique Store, and 
Kaylee’s Korner was born.”

Thompson, a native of Lincoln 
County and a self-proclaimed intro-
vert, said, “I don’t have the per-
sonality for this, but God has put 
the right people at the right time 
in place. When my mother passed 
away, I received so many hugs from 
people I didn’t even know a year 
before, and that has truly helped me 
to heal.”

Though the Thompsons’ finances 
have been tight over the years, they 
have always stepped in to help others 
whenever possible. 

“We never had money, but we 
would do what we could. When we 
are told about needs in the commu-
nity like a house fire, all three of us 
who work at the store begin collect-

I’ve become more 
aware of just how 
many people are 
hurting. I welcome 
them to come into 
Kaylee’s Korner 
and forget their 
outside problems.

- Tonita Thompson

ing items that we think the family 
could use. I also purchase items 
from people who are struggling to 
pay their bills. When I realized that 
some of my customers didn’t like 
holding on to change, I put a jug by 
the cash register, and now we use it 
to pay someone’s electric bill before 
it gets cut off. In the spring and 
summer, I let people have yard sales 
in our parking lot, and if they want 
to pay for their spot, I ask them to 
make a donation to that jug.”

Kimberly Hunter and DeAnna 
Smith help Thompson run the store, 
and both women are also caregivers. 
When they aren’t working at Kaylee’s 
Korner, Hunter cares for her moth-
er, who was recently diagnosed with 
dementia, and Smith cares for her 
mother-in-law, who is 93. 

“DeAnna’s mission is to pray 
for people,” said Thompson. “Our 
customers often share their problems 
with us, so sometimes, she prays 
openly, and at other times, she prays 
quietly. We are constantly trying to 
think of things we can do to help our 
community. Our latest is that we are 
currently in the process of building 
a blessing box. During the holidays 
throughout the year, we enjoy put-
ting up backdrops and hosting events 
so people can bring their kiddos in 
for pictures.”

Kaylee recently turned 18, and 
later this year, she will graduate from 
high school. She loves pizza and 
original Doritos, and her favorite 
“job” at Kaylee’s Korner is sorting 
and organizing the jewelry. Though 
the store was birthed out of a need 
to provide for Kaylee’s education, it 
is now a place where treasures are 
discovered — rediscovered — and 
strangers leave as friends.



This spring, Kaylee’s Korner 
will host a special visitor who 
will hop down the bunny trail 
just in time to celebrate Easter. 
Tonita, Kimberly, DeAnna, and 
Kaylee invite you to drop in and 
say hello. They’d also love for you 
to follow them on Facebook as 
they regularly update their page 
with pictures of new items, share 
details of upcoming sales, and post 
about other special “visitors” who 
will make an appearance.

“In the three years that we’ve 
been open, I’ve become more 
aware of just how many people 
are hurting. I welcome them to 
come into Kaylee’s Korner and 
forget their outside problems. 
Whether they take time to just 
look around — or maybe they 
need someone to talk to — we 
are here for them.” GN

For more information, go to 
www.kayleeskornertn.com 

Tonita stands beside an antique buffet that was made in the 1800s.➤

Kaylee Mann➤
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Photography by Brooke Snyder

Crossroads Pregnancy Clinic 
has received a new 3D/4D 
ultrasound machine through 
the Tennessee Baptist Missions 
Board — an unexpected 
and much-needed gift. This 
incredible addition will enhance 
the care provided to expectant 
mothers and families in our 
community. A very special 
dedication ceremony was held 
on Jan. 14.

1 2

3

5

1. Michelle Holman   2. Everyone who came to support Crossroads   3. Jade Butcher, Dr. Watts, Dr. Morrison, and Michelle Holman   
4. New 3/D/4D ultrasound machine    5.  Jade Butcher, Amy Leimer, Don Bukar, Dr. David Watts, Dr. Theresa Morrison, Michelle Holman,  

Amanda Curtis, Gail Gardner, Laura Mayer, and Alex Hoagland

4

Crossroads Pregnancy Center Dedication Ceremony - Jan. 14
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6 7

9 10

6. Dr. David Watts   7. Dr. Randy Davis, executive director of TN Baptist Mission Board   8. Amanda Curtis   
9. Beth Moore, representing the TN Baptist Mission Board, Michelle Holman, and Amanda Curtis

10. All that attended laying hands on the new machine to pray over those who would benefit from it.
  

8



INSPIRE
MORE GOOD
Donate or volunteer at your
local charities and nonprofits.

The Fayetteville-
Lincoln County 
Museum and 
Civic Center
Collects and displays 
artifacts and information 
about the history and culture 
of Fayetteville and Lincoln 
County, and the event center is 
available for public rentals.
(931) 297-2450
www.flcmuseum.org 

Lincoln County 
Humane Society
 Shelters stray and abandoned 
animals in Lincoln County and 
provides pet adoption services.
(931) 433-3726
www.humanesocietylc.com

Friends of the 
Fayetteville-Lincoln 
County Public 
Library Association
Supports the library through 
various avenues as a group of 
volunteers.
(931) 433-3286
www.flcpl.org/friends-of-the-
library 

Fayetteville 
Main Street
Focuses on historic 
preservation and economic 
development of downtown 
Fayetteville as a revitalization 
program.
(931) 557-5150
www.fayettevillemainstreet.com 

Clothe Our Kids of 
Lincoln County Inc.
Provides at-risk children with 
needed clothing and shoes.
(931) 625-6953
www.clotheourkids.com 

Imagination Library 
of Lincoln County
Provides free monthly books 
for registered children under 
ages birth to 5 in order to 
promote childhood literacy.
www.flcpl.org/imagination-library 

Fayetteville 
Lions Club
Provides vision care, 
youth programs, and other 
community services.
(931) 623-3763
www.fayettevilletnlions.org 

Fayetteville  
Kiwanis Club
Changes children’s lives 
through international initiatives, 
helping young people develop 
mentally, physically, and 
emotionally.
Facebook: Fayetteville Kiwanis 
Club of Tennessee 
https://k10.site.kiwanis.org/
clubs/ 

Motlow College 
Foundation
Provides scholarships and 
supports programs at Motlow 
State Community College.
(931) 393-1543
www.motlow.edu/give/
foundation.html 

Good News Magazine’s 
mission is to build 
stronger communities 
through positive 
stories. We encourage 
you to donate and 
volunteer at local 
nonprofits to spread 
more good in your 
community.

T H I S  S E C T I O N 
B R O U G H T  T O 

Y O U  B Y:
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Relay For Life of Lincoln 
County, TN
Organizes community fundraising events 
supporting the American Cancer Society 
and raising money for cancer research.
www.relayforlife.org 
Facebook: Relay For Life of Lincoln County, TN

Lincoln County 4-H
Provides agriculture, leadership, and 
community service youth programs.
(931) 433-1582
https://lincoln.tennessee.edu/4-h-youth-
development/

Lincoln County 
Anti-Drug Coalition
Prevents substance abuse and promotes 
healthy lifestyles.
(931) 433-6050
Facebook: Lincoln County Anti-Drug 
Coalition

Crossroads 
Donkey Rescue
Provides refuge and rehabilitation to 
donkeys facing neglect, abuse, and 
abandonment.
(989) 619-9475
www.crossroadsdonkeyrescue.org
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In-Ground Burial 
Cremation Columbarium 

Family Estates 
Veterans Garden of Honor

CEDAR HILLS 
MEMORIAL GARDENS

Perpetual Care Cemetery - Since 1986

23 Memory Lane, Fayetteville, TN 37334
Business office: 

213 East Market Street, Fayetteville, TN 37334

931.433.2544
www.higginsfh.com

Charles Higgins • Clay Higgins • Chris Ross
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We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.
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Bank of Lincoln County
#bolcgives

Loving Community is the BOLC WayLoving Community is the BOLC WayLoving Community is the BOLC Way


