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$60 million deficit
San Jose’s projected budget 

deficit skyrockets
See page 6

Home ownership
development on VTA
property at Branham’s
Light Rail station
SEE PAGE 4

Legacy of
Susie Wilson
to have lasting
memory
SEE PAGE 3

Robert Peters, 47, a program participant, services a bicycle at Community Cycles of California in San Jose on Dec.
13. Peters was referred to Community Cycle Software California by a program director at the Recover Café as part
of the requirements of his treatment court orders. Photo by Jungho Kim – for Calmatters

This San Jose nonprofit helps Californians 
get back on their feet — through bicycles 

Black History Month 
kickoff features African
dance troupe Kuumba

By William Bellou
Publisher

E
vergreen Valley College celebrated the kickoff of Black
History month featuring West African Dance Group,
Kuumba on Tuesday, February 4.

Typically, Black History Month’s Kick‐off event is the first
large event of the new year and is a gauge of the semester
to come at Evergreen Valley College. 

“We had a packed house in Gullo II with more than 150
students, faculty, and staff. The vibe was optimistic and
full of communal energy,” said McTate Stroman II, Pro‐
gram Specialist. “As the DJ, it was beautiful to see this event
come to fruition.”

Host Ebonnie Berry ushered in an affectionate vibe, as
the featured African dance troupe inspired and educated
the audience. 

Reduces fuel loads 
and wildfire risk 

By Sean Eastwood 
Times staff writer 

P
ile burns at Almaden Quick‐
silver County Park took place
on Monday, Feb 3rd at 10 a.m.  

In partnership with CAL FIRE
and Santa Clara County Fire Depart‐

ment, pile burns are a vegetation
management tool that effectively
reduces the fuel load of an area
which reduces the risk of wildfire. 

If you see smoke coming from
pile burn operations, please do not
call 911. County Parks rangers and
CAL FIRE and County firefighters
are planning to be on the scene at
future controlled burns.

By Zayna Syed
CalMatters

P
eople who have spent time in jail can learn how
to repair and sell bikes if they get into a cohort
program for Community Cycles of California.

The San Jose‐based nonprofit, helps people who
typically face barriers to employment, develop their
business skills. 

Community Cycles of California gives 10 people
who are “justice‐involved” the opportunity to learn
how to run a business. Many of the participants are
also veterans or have been homeless in their past,
according to Colin Bruce, who co‐founded the non‐
profit with a friend, Cindy Ahola. 

Participants spend about 40% of their time in the
classroom completing various workshops and train‐
ing and 60% of their time rotating jobs within the
shop, such as marketing, accounting, office man‐
agement, retail, bike repairs and building bikes. 

What’s new about the program, Bruce says, is it’s
able to offer a 40‐hour work week for the six months
it runs. This is different from similar workforce
development efforts, which typically offer 20‐hour
or so gigs or limited services, such as résumé help.
When Bruce and Ahola first started Community
Cycles in 2017, they partnered with outside organ‐
izations who had a similar part‐time model. But

See BICYCLES, page 8

Black History Month kickoffs with the African dance Troup
Kuumba. Photo Courtesy of Evergreen Valley College.  

Pile burns at Almaden
Quicksilver County Park 
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Legacy of Susie Wilson
to have lasting memory
Susanne B. Wilson Women and Chil‑
dren’s Center dedication attended by her
family, local officials, and VMA staff  

By William Bellou
Publisher 

T
he Susanne B. Wilson Women and Chil‐
dren’s Center at Valley Medical Center
was recently dedicated at a ceremony

attended by members of Wilson’s family, local
elected officials, a number of Wilson’s former
colleagues and staff members and VMC staff.

The Center has been named to honor the late
Santa Clara County Supervisor, who was a cham‐
pion of the hospital throughout her time in elect‐
ed office — and even after it ended. Wilson
fought to save Valley Medical Center and its
social programs when passage of proposition
13 resulted in budget cuts.

Wilson was the third woman elected to the
San Jose City Council and second to the Santa
Clara County Board of Supervisors, where she
served for 12 years before leaving office in 1990. 

As a San Jose City Council member and later
Vice Mayor, she championed efforts to make
city government more transparent and ethical.
Most significantly, she supported a change to
district‐based elections for the San Jose City
Council, profoundly changing the makeup of
that body by bringing in representatives from
all parts of the vast city.  She was also not afraid
to take on controversial issues, including an
attempt to pass a ceremonial resolution sup‐
porting the rights of LGBTQ people. 

“When you leave here today, I hope that you
find strength, as I do, in Susie’s example, and I

hope that you find strength, as I do, in the bat‐
tles that she fought and won to keep the doors
of this hospital open to all,” Valley Health Foun‐
dation Executive Director Michael Elliott said.
“Because that fight is now our fight and if she
can win it, so can we.”

Santa Clara County Supervisor Susan Ellen‐
berg said she has strived to build on Wilson’s
leadership by championing childcare and sup‐
porting the growth of the public hospital sys‐
tem.

In 2018, then‐Santa Clara County Supervisor
Ken Yeager, former Supervisor Cindy Chavez
and then‐VMC Foundation Executive Director
Chris Wilder, led the charge to name the build‐
ing in Wilson’s honor. Wilson attended the Nov.
6, 2018 meeting and received a standing ova‐
tion following the board’s unanimous approval.
She died a month later from an illness at age
90.

“I know at times this job is hard,” Wilson told
the board that November day. “Sometimes, it’s
not easy to say no and sometimes we have to.
But the most joyous time is to be able to say
yes, and to say yes to life and to love life.”
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The Branham townhome proj‐
ect recently received a generous
grant from Destination Home, a
public‐private partnership that
has funded thousands of afford‐
able homes throughout Santa
Clara County.  In addition, because
VTA qualified for a Metropolitan
Transportation Commission (MTC)
Priority Sites designation in 2023,
the Branham homeownership
project has also earned a grant
from MTC.  

“The County of Santa Clara, MTC,
and Destination: Home have pro‐
vided the critical early‐phase
financing needed to get the proj‐
ect off the ground and to leverage
additional funding sources going
forward, said Charities Housing
Executive Director Mark Mikl.
“Charities Housing appreciates
the trust our public and private
partners have placed in us to com‐
plete this innovative develop‐
ment.” 

Through partnerships with non‐
profits, private developers, and
public sector agencies, VTA’s TOD
program allows developers to
lease under‐utilized VTA proper‐
ties near transit. This initiative
aims to provide much‐needed
housing while increasing system
ridership and farebox revenues.

T
he Santa Clara Valley Trans‐
portation Authority (VTA)
is taking a pioneering role

in affordable housing in Silicon
Valley, creating homeownership
for extremely low‐income resi‐
dents of Santa Clara County.

VTA announced a long‐term
ground lease agreement with
Charities Housing, which will build
45 townhomes on property next
to VTA’s Branham Light Rail Sta‐
tion. While most affordable and
low‐income housing being built
in the San Francisco Bay Area is
rental property, the development
going up next to VTA’s Branham
Light Rail Station will be town‐
homes for sale.

About a quarter of the units will
be designated for extremely low‐
income residents, earning 30% of
the median income in Santa Clara
County, or less. This is the first
such housing development VTA
has included in its broad portfo‐
lio of Transit‐Oriented Develop‐
ment.

VTA announced the agreement
to lease the property to Charities
Housing at a press conference
Thursday, January 30.

“At VTA, we are proud to be on
the cutting edge of this opportu‐
nity, and we hope this is just the

beginning, with other projects and
developers following suit,” said
VTA General Manager/CEO Car‐
olyn Gonot. 

The Branham homeownership
project is one of several new hous‐
ing projects benefiting from a
cooperative agreement between
VTA and the Santa Clara County
Office of Supportive Housing
which manages funds from the
2016 Measure A Affordable Hous‐
ing Bond.  

“This project is a good example
of VTA’s role as a leader in solv‐
ing problems in our community,”

said VTA Board Chair and Camp‐
bell Mayor Sergio Lopez. “Hope‐
fully we are paving the way for
future innovations in affordable
housing solutions.”

The homes at Branham station
will prioritize affordability, fos‐
tering an opportunity for owners
to build equity in their own homes.
Anticipating that some of the
homes will be sold again in future
years, the affordable Area Median
Income levels will be guaranteed
in perpetuity through recorded
deed restrictions administered by
the Office of Supportive Housing. 

Landmark home ownership development on VTA property at Branham’s Light Rail station
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Unbeatable 
Savings on
HVAC Services!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating 
and Cooling Systems

 Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

$49 SAVE
UP TO $2000

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 3/31/2025. License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #: 
795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820”.

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling 
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system 
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new 
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior 
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 3/31/2025. License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #: 
795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820”.

Call today! (855) 447-2928

IN MEMORY

Ronald R. James
6/1928 -1/2025
Resident of San Jose
Former Mayor of San Jose

W
ith much sadness we would like to
announce that our dad, Ron James,
passed away peacefully on January

5, 2025. He was 96 years
old. But what a legacy he
has left us.

I am writing this on
behalf of myself and my
siblings, dad's five chil‐
dren that he loved and
was so proud of; Lauron,
Cynthia, Charles, William
and Alexander. We all
were witnesses to the
great and forward think‐
ing actions that he took
to guide his beloved San
Jose from sleepy, agrari‐
an prune and apricot capi‐
tol of the world, to what
is now Silicon Valley.

Dad's love of San Jose was deeply rooted in
the three generations preceding his birth,
when hearty English miners, by the name of
James, packed up their families and left Corn‐
wall, England, to live and work for The New
Almaden Quicksilver Mining Co. in south San
Jose. Using a buckboard wagon to convey
household items and produce from the quick‐
silver mines to San Jose and back was the

birth of the family business in 1888, James
Transfer and Storage Company.

Dad's very early years were spent in the
Seabright neighborhood of Santa Cruz where,
along with his beloved little sister, Jacqueline
(Padia), were nurtured by their paternal
grandmother, Effie James. Then moving to
San Jose, dad settled into San Jose High School
where he loved playing football, and met our
mother, Laurel Schuetz.

Dad went on to Stanford University where
he continued to play football and married his

high school sweetheart at
the Stanford Memorial
Church. Still in his early
40's and upon becoming
the first directly elected
mayor by the citizens of
San Jose, garnering 80%
of the vote, he brought to‐
gether like‐minded, know‐
ledgeable civic leaders\
planners, to include the
then mayors of the City
of Santa Clara and Sun‐
nyvale. Together they dis‐
cussed what they saw
coming in the form of a
high tech/electronics in‐

dustry and what it might mean for San Jose.
They got in front of what would be a wave of
migrating population to our valley, by plan‐
ning for what Dad always told us were the
primary building blocks of a new or expand‐
ing community: water, garbage and sewage.
To us it seemed so boring, but he was right
and San Jose was ready, as was our dad. He
was born ready.

See RON JAMES, page 8
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San Jose’s projected budget
deficit skyrockets
Deficit balloons to $60 million 

By Vicente Vera
San José Spotlight

A
s San Jose crunches the numbers in its
upcoming budget, a larger than expect‐
ed shortfall looms on the horizon, along

with another round of department cuts and
potential layoffs.

San Jose initially anticipated a budget short‐
fall of $39 million for the upcoming 2025‐
26 fiscal year, but it has since ballooned to
$60 million, according to a memo from City
Manager Jennifer Maguire. The almost 50%
increase is due in part to an 11% drop in
sales tax revenue from 2024.

The unexpected shortfall has led the City
Manager’s Office to propose $50 million in
budget cuts “as a starting point,” — includ‐
ing $12.6 million from the police depart‐
ment, $9.6 million from parks, recreation
and neighborhood services and $5.9 million
from the fire department. 

Demetria Machado, spokesperson for the
city manager’s office, said if councilmem‐
bers approve a $50 million reduction for the
upcoming year, it may result in eliminated
positions, which would be effective July 1,
the start of the new fiscal year.

“The general fund reduction targets includ‐
ed in the 2025‐2026 operating budget devel‐
opment planning memorandum are an early
starting point in the budget process,” Macha‐
do told San José Spotlight. “We want to stress
that issuing targets by department and office
does not mean that reductions will be applied
uniformly across the organization. Rather,
these proposals will help the organization
evaluate options that can best address the
budgetary shortfall while still prioritizing
the most critical needs of our community.”

She said the projected budget shortfall will
be reexamined before Mayor Matt Mahan’s
March budget message, and a new forecast
will be released at the end of this month.

“Looking ahead toward future budget
cycles, we are also exploring new revenue
sources for city services, including a poten‐
tial ballot measure in 2026,” Machado said.
“We anticipate sharing the early results of
this exploration at the Feb. 11 study ses‐
sion.”

Pierluigi Oliverio, a San Jose planning com‐
missioner and former councilmember, said
layoffs should be anticipated if the revenue
shortfall exceeds city reserves.

“Regardless, local government should have
already responsibly modeled scenarios antic‐
ipating ‘what if,'” he said.

Effect on public services
San Jose Police Officers’ Association

spokesperson Tom Saggau said the police
department is already down about 120 offi‐
cers, and with millions in further cuts the
outcome could be a thinly operating staff.

“The proposed defunding of the police
department will only further degrade 911
emergency response times that, on average,
exceed 20 minutes for priority two crimes,”
Steve Slack, president of the police union, told
San José Spotlight.

Another department with pending multi‐
million‐dollar budget cuts includes the
Department of Public Works, which is already
struggling with an infrastructure backlog

due in part to insufficient developer fees. A
department spokesperson referred San José
Spotlight back to Machado’s statement.

The Dec. 13 memo from Maguire also antic‐
ipates a $30 million budget shortfall for the
2026‐27 fiscal year. She said the city needs
to be in a position to propose “realistic” rec‐
ommendations to address the general fund
deficit before Mahan’s March budget mes‐
sage.

Mahan’s office declined comment and
directed San José Spotlight back to comments
made by the city spokesperson.

San Jose mayor sees ADUs
as housing crisis quick fix

By Vicente Vera
San José Spotlight 

S
an Jose Mayor Matt Mahan said the Los
Angeles wildfires created a rare oppor‐
tunity for the state to build tens of thou‐

sands of new homes for displaced residents
while simultaneously tackling the housing
crisis.

Mahan made his proposal to the state hous‐
ing and community development depart‐
ment in an opinion piece published last week
where he advocated for affordable, quick‐
build accessory dwelling units (ADUs), also
known as backyard homes. He said in his
newsletter that state housing officials should
negotiate the purchase of up to 1 million fac‐
tory‐made backyard homes.

“Backyard cottages or ADUs aren’t for
everyone,” Mahan said. “But they can make
a huge difference in our housing crisis, cre‐
ate income for middle class families, and
extend the opportunity of homeownership
to the next generation of Californians.”

Housing advocates said backyard detach‐
able homes are one solution to the housing
crisis, but city and state officials should focus
on securing more permanent affordable
housing.

Ramping up the development of backyard
homes would certainly increase the city’s
housing stock, according to Alison Cingolani,
policy director for housing advocacy group
SV@Home. But many of those detachable
homes in the Bay Area end up being used by
existing property owners as a hobby space,
guest home or short‐term rental space, she
said.

“We’re also seeing that there’s no guaran‐
tee ADUs will necessarily rent for prices that
are affordable to lower income households,”
Cingolani told San José Spotlight. “So far,
none of our local jurisdictions have found a
strategy to try to administer a program that
would guarantee affordability of ADUs.”

A spokesperson from the state housing
and community development department
did not respond to a request for comment.

San Jose became the first California city
last year to allow the sale of ADUs as con‐
dos. More than 1,400 new ADUs have been
built in San Jose since 2019, with thousands
more in the pipeline. City leaders hope to
reduce the affordable housing crisis by open‐
ing the door for homeowners to add ADUs
and sell them as starter homes.

Huascar Castro, housing and transporta‐
tion director for Working Partnerships USA,
said backyard homes aren’t tied to afford‐
ability levels, and shouldn’t be seen as the

Continued, next page
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Crisis, continued
end all solution to housing insecurity.

“What we need to do is to unlock funding
for permanent sources of affordable homes,”
he told San José Spotlight. “ADUs are one
potential solution. But there’s so much we
need to do, long‐term property and afford‐
able housing sources is really the goal here,
or should be the goal here.”

Terry Christensen, San Jose State Univer‐
sity political science professor emeritus and
former host of Valley Politics, said Mahan
announcing this proposal further raises his
statewide political profile. The mayor con‐
tinues to challenge Gov. Gavin Newsom and
California Democrats on issues including
retail theft, criminal justice reform and the
Trump administration.

“He did that with Proposition 36 (and) he
continues doing this sort of thing. He’ll set
himself up to run for statewide office some‐
day,” Christensen told San José Spotlight. 

“The catch is that you could put out a pro‐
posal, but how do you actually move it for‐
ward?”

Mahan’s office declined to comment and
referred San José Spotlight to his op‐ed.

Christensen said Mahan is going to need
allies in the state Legislature and governor’s
office if he wants the proposed influx of back‐
yard homes to move past just words.

“There’s not that much they can do with‐
out the governor and the Legislature author‐
izing funds,” he said. “It’s good that he’s tak‐
ing initiative.”



Bicycles
Continued from page 1
around 80% of participants left the program for full‐time jobs.

“These are people that need every penny they can get to
keep the roof over their head and pay for food,” he said. “They
left to go be short order cooks or a security guard or some‐
thing like that. And rightly so, because they were working part
time in these programs, they were often, ‘Hey I can’t come in
tomorrow; I’ve got to go to my other part‐time job.’ They
needed two or three part‐time jobs just to survive.”

Bruce and Ahola decided to focus the nonprofit on bicycles
because of his personal passion for bikes. It also gives peo‐
ple who can’t afford a car more independence over their trans‐
portation options. 

“The first and last mile are critical,” Bruce said. “Just get‐
ting to a bus or train or things like that, bikes are one of the
best ways to do it. And commuting less than 5 miles or so is
pretty common around the San Jose area.”

Community Cycles was able to fund its cohort members $23
per hour for 40 hours of work in large part because of a grant
from the Breaking Barriers to Employment Initiative, a Cali‐
fornia state program that awards money to help people who
face significant barriers to employment, such as those recent‐
ly out of jail, get jobs.

Breaking Barriers has completed just one round of funding
so far and is in the middle of its second round. In the first and
second rounds, it has spent about $27 million on 53 organi‐
zations, almost all of them community‐based, according to Leti
Shafer, a manager in the workforce development department
of the Foundation for California Community Colleges, who
administers the Breaking Barriers grant program. 

Other examples of grantees include Homeward Bound of
Marin and St. John’s for Real Change, which assist people with‐
out housing. These organizations offer support services for
participants, such as childcare and job preparation. Home‐
ward Bound also provides six months of employment in dif‐
ferent types of businesses, such as how to make and sell dog
treats. 

Like all grant programs, Breaking Barriers is “as stable as
the budget,” Joelle Ball, deputy director of the California Work‐
force Development Board, said. The initiative “hardly got any‐
thing” this past year, for example. Ball said the budget oper‐
ates on a 10‐year cycle, and in years where the California Leg‐
islature has more pressing payments, there’s not much money
left over for grants. 

“It’s reliant on the Legislature putting that earmark for the
program into the budget,” Ball said. “This is how it is for all
of our grant programs. “We don’t have any control over it. We
can’t lobby, we can’t ask the Legislature for money, we can’t
do any of that. What we do advocate for is if you want to put
money into workforce programs with us, put it into our pro‐

grams that exist.”
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Serving Almaden Valley Since 1995

Ron James
Continued from page 5

After 31 years of marriage our parents parted ways. Dad
remarried Dawn Stallings (1980/divorced 1991), Jill O'Brien
(1992/deceased 1999), and Bertha DeRuyter (2005/deceased
2023). He greatly
enjoyed their love‐
ly families as well.

It is important to
us that we share
these and many
other of his “grow‐
ing up in San Jose”
stories with his 18
grandchildren and
9 great grandchil‐
dren, so as they
travel into, around
or through San Jose
they feel proud of
the grandfather that
helped shepherd
the City of San Jose
to the next level.

Among his many
accomplishments,
of which he was
proud and yet hum‐
bled were; 

• Member of San Jose Planning Commission 1963‐1965
• Elected to San Jose City Council and appointed vice‐mayor

1965 
• Appointed as Mayor of San Jose by the San Jose City Coun‐

cil 1966
• Elected as the first directly elected Mayor of San Jose 1967‐

1971 
• Named “San Jose Man of the Year” 1970
• Chairman of the Board YMCA of Santa Clara County 1971 
• President of San Jose Rotary Club 1972‐1973 San Jose Water

Company Board of Directors 1974‐2004
• San Jose Mercury News named James among the 10 Most

Influential People in San Jose 1979
• President and CEO of San Jose Chamber of Commerce

1974‐1990 
• Chairman of the Board of California State Automobile

Assoc. 1999‐2001 
In his “spare time” Dad loved to golf and was a member of

the San Jose Country Club for many years.
At his request, a private family service to celebrate Ron's

life will be held at the Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Gar‐
den in his beloved San Jose.
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ASHLEY CARROLL
CalRE #01947565

(408) 313-1412
Ashley.Carroll@cbnorcal.com
www.AshleyCarrollHomes.com

REALTORS: YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE! Call now to
place your ad by phone: (408) 494-7000

REAL ESTATE GUIDE

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com



San Jose council
appointment helps
mayor’s agenda

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight 

T
he mayor of the Bay Area’s
largest city may have scored a
limited window to push through

his agenda with the temporary
appointment of District 3 Coun‐

cilmember Carl Salas.
Salas — San Jose Mayor Matt

Mahan’s pick during last month’s
appointment process — potentially
secures the business‐backed mayor
a six‐vote majority amid the City Coun‐
cil’s labor and business divide. Salas
is only in the seat for a couple months,
giving Mahan an opportunity to
advance policies such as temporary
housing over permanent affordable
housing, conservative spending and
developer incentives.

The District 3 entrepre‐
neur’s selection could have
profound impacts on the city
budget and organization of
City Hall, according to Bob
Staedler, a business and land
use consultant and former San
José Spotlight columnist who
unsuccessfully sought the Dis‐
trict 3 appointment.

“Mahan really wanted
someone in there to help with
this budget cycle and now he
has the votes to bring an aus‐
terity budget through, so you
can probably anticipate layoffs. Maybe
even a reorganization,” Staedler told
San José Spotlight. “Mahan has all the
control and what comes with that is
accountability — like every mayor he
has strove for a six‐vote majority. Now
all the excuses on why things aren’t
changing go away.”

Mahan’s power during council votes
is less expansive than that of a typi‐
cal big city “strong mayor.” That’s
because San Jose is a weak mayor‐
council form of government, where
the mayor vote holds the same weight
as the other councilmembers. His
predecessor Sam Liccardo, now a con‐
gressman, unsuccessfully proposed a
“strong mayor” system in 2020.

Mahan has faced an uphill battle
with two politically powerful, but
opposing interests influencing the
council. He took office in 2023 — right
when candidates backed by labor
interests won a council majority for
the first time in years, locking the new

mayor in a tough spot on issues such
as the priority of city housing funds.

That year, Mahan proposed divert‐
ing affordable, permanent housing
funds from Measure E, a property
transfer tax approved by voters in
2020, toward temporary housing. The
idea met fierce opposition, and his
colleagues settled on a compromise
that still favored affordable housing
development. But Mahan’s colleagues
flipped unanimously his way last year,
diverting even more Measure E funds
to temporary housing.

Tasha Dean, spokesperson for
Mahan, pushed back on the idea of the
new council makeup giving the mayor
an advantage.

“As always, Mayor Mahan is focused
on solving problems, not counting
votes,” she told San José Spotlight.
“The political makeup of the council
doesn’t impact the type of policies or
programs proposed by our office. We
will continue to pursue solutions to

the challenges residents care
about the most — including
homelessness, housing and
public safety.”

Salas didn’t respond to
requests for comment.

The founder of engineering
and technical services firm
Salas O’Brien will represent
the downtown core until dis‐
trict voters permanently select
someone in an April 8 special
election — though that could
extend to the summer if there’s
a runoff. The results will install

a District 3 representative until 2026,
and could flip the council’s dynamics
once again.

The special election is expected to
be a duel between labor and business
interests hoping to tip the scales of
power. Labor‐backed councilmem‐
bers held a narrow majority with for‐
mer District 3 Councilmember Omar
Torres on the dais, and would have
continued to had he not been charged
with child molestation.

A key sign of the stakes appeared
well before Salas’ temporary appoint‐
ment. Shortly after Torres’ Election
Day arrest, a historically labor‐backed
official proposed replacing Torres
with a permanent appointment by
council vote, which could have main‐
tained the council’s thin labor major‐
ity. But that was opposed by the city’s
pro‐business faction under Mahan,
which is supported typically by older
and wealthier voters who are more
likely to vote in a special election.
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San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan at a City Council meeting on
Jan. 28, 2025. Photo by Vicente Vera.
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Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach,
we strive to nur ture
and grow a strong
faith community of
believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1770
www.sfoasj.com
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies, evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community.
We offer spiritual
opportunities for all
ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O Jr. High,
I.G.N.I.T.E. High
School, & North Star
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose.
Our Chapel, Gathering

Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, and Memorial
Garden are all located
at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
Please come join us in
worship at any of the
following times in our
Chapel: Weekdays (M-
Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
lish) and 5:30 PM
(Vietnamese); Sundays
at 8:00 AM (English),
10:00 AM (English),
12:00 PM (English),
4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
and 6:00 PM Youth
Mass (English). The
Villages Gated Com-
munity also features a
Mass on Sundays at
8:15 AM at the Cribari
Auditorium.
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Office open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and

share your presence
with us so that together
we may grow and
share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


