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northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service 24/7 Emergency Service     (218) 927-6828(218) 927-6828

Hurry - 
Don’t Delay
Call Today!

Valuable Coupon  Not to be combined with any other offer. 

Gas FurnaceGas Furnace
 Inspection  Inspection 

$$ 779 9 Now is the perfectNow is the perfect
 time to prepare for time to prepare for

 colder months.  colder months. 

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection. 
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected

 breakdowns when you need it the most.  Stay warm and comfortable by addressing 
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Schedule your first appointment by February 28, 2025 and receive a 

FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

Diet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose WeightDiet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose Weight

IN-PERSON TAX
PREPARATION
Connect with a tax expert today.

526 Washington St
Brainerd, MN 56401(218) 824-9600

The  is furnished FREE, because of the advertisers. Please let them know you appreciate it. 

Call Eric at 
218-821-1393

YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR GOAL
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16413 Highway 371, 
Brainerd, MN  56401

218-828-3020

2 Miles North 
of Baxter on 371

www.371furniture.com
371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Monday - Saturday  9-5 & Sunday 11-4 

  Presidents Day Sale!Presidents Day Sale!
Celebrate Presidents Day with 
unbeatable dealsunbeatable deals on beautiful furniturebeautiful furniture! 

• Discover stylish sofas, 
sectionals, and recliners

• Refresh your bedroom with 
stunning sets and mattresses

• Find the perfect dining set 
 for your home

It’s the perfect time to furnish your 
space with quality piecesquality pieces    
          at prices you’ll loveprices you’ll love!

Don’t miss out! Stretch your tax refund dollars!

Chiropractic, Floe Docks & 
Lifts, Fishers Resort, The Tire 
Barn, City Auto Glass Bass 
Classic.

The season has started 
with students and their adult 
leaders attending meetings 
at the Aitkin High School. 
“This winter, we have been 
going over the different lakes 
that we will be fishing next 
summer,” said Ashton. “Our 
aim is to get the kids excited 
for the fishing season.  We 
have some Pro Anglers lined 
up to talk to the kids and 
show them some different 
techniques and the gear they 
use.  The kids will have some 
upcoming practices to learn 
different casting techniques 
and more about baits and 
tackle.”

“The adults in the group 
have volunteered to be boat 
captains to take the kids on 
the water,” continued Ash-
ton. “Each boat consists of 
two student anglers and one 
adult who drives the boat.  
During the tournaments, the 
boat captain helps the kids 
register the fish into the Reel 
Live Well App that keeps 
track of the number and 
size of the fish caught.  Most 
tournaments are catch and 
release -- there are a couple 
that are live weigh-ins. Last 

year, we had four boats that 
qualified for the Tournament 
of Champions. There were 
some hiccups along the way 
but overall, the anglers that 
were on the water did a great 
job.” 

Colton Weimer explained 
that the fish are measured 
and a photo sent showing 
the length. Weights are then 
calculated by a program that 
assigns a weight to the length 
and that is put into the statis-
tics for the race.

Open water? It seems like 
a dream with very thick ice, 
snow cover and the sub zero 
temps we’ve been suffering 
through this February. But 
soon, the ice will break loose, 
bass season will start and the 
young anglers will be back on 
the water.

By ANN SCHWARTZ
(Information provided 
by Amanda Ashton)

Growing up in an area with 
abundant lakes, rivers and 
streams, many youths in the 
Aitkin area spend their lives 
fishing. To that end, Aitkin 
has put together the Aitkin 
Anglers Fishing Team. This 
group of young people go out 
in boats (two youth anglers 
and an adult captain) and fish 
for bass in numerous tourna-
ments over the summer.

Students are motivated by 
the chance to win scholarship 
funds and other prizes. For 
example, Colton Weimer 
said in an interview that last 
year he won a $300 Shiels 
gift card.

Anglers on the local team 
area: Damon Washburn, 
Colton Weimer, Dawson 

Weimer, Sawyer Johnson, 
Noah Moss, Finn Nelson, 
Cameron Steffens, Kae-
lynn Gruhlke, Abbie Baierl, 
Kayden Boser, Glen Hunt-
er, Lenny Hughes, Noah 
Hughes, Braxton Fahlstrom, 
Garrett Schwerin, Eli Sheets 
and Gauge Tscheu.

Amanda Ashton and Jordan 
Moss are the adult leaders.

They will kick off the 2025 
season on Whitefish. They 
fish for large mouth and 
small mouth bass and again, 
two students go out per boat 
supervised by an adult boat 
captain.

Colton Weimer explained 
that the events are set up like 
regular fishing tournaments. 
Leader boards are kept and 
can be accessed live on-line. 
There are many prizes and 
scholarship money to vie 

for, keeping student anglers 
motivated and excited to fish.

Local sponsors include: 
Ducks Unlimited, Double 
D’s, The Green Lantern, Lil-
jenquist Sewer & Excavat-
ing, Garrison Commercial 
Club, Garrison VFW Post 
1816, Garrison Fire and Res-
cue, Steve O’s Docks and 
Lifts, Wilson and Associates, 
Timber Lakes, Guide Point 
Pharmacy, Aitkin Body Shop, 
Larson Plumbing and Heat-
ing, Knutson Construction, 
Classic Canvas and Pon-
toon, Muskies Brainerd Lakes 
Chapter,  TBF Federation, Kay 
Hill Edina Realty, Aqua-Vu, 
Aitkin Moose Lodge 1060, 
Cuyuna Fire, NWTF Aitkin 
Gobblers, FIRM, Tidholm 
Productions, Garrison Sports, 
Mille Lacs Trails, Hawkins 
Sawmill, Garrison Family 

Aitkin Anglers Fishing Team ready for open water season

Gauge Tscheu and Lincoln 
Jacobs, Bassinator Angler 
Tournament Trail BATTs 
Tournament of Champions 
qualifiers.

Aitkin Anglers Fishing Team bundled up for the 2024 Fish House Parade. Front row left 
to right: Noah Hughes, Lenny Hughes, Kaelynn Gruhlke, Damon Washburn, Kolbe Sahr, 
Beth Johnson, Finn Nelson, Ken Nelson, and Gary Johnson. Back row: Noah Moss, Colton 
Weimer, Sawyer Johnson, Dawson Weimer, and Darrin Weimer
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TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING
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SALESALE

PROPANE AVAILABLE 

including for 
Motor Homes

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 
Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

Carports and Garages

15% 15% offoffUp
 to

White Cedar White Cedar EZ LOUNGER $1,189.98

SWIVEL CHAIR 
$419.98

RECLINER WITH
 OTTOMAN  $499.98

OVERSIZED CHAISE $569.98

REFUNDREFUND SaleSale
T  A  XT  A  X
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CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-3371

 February 14-15 will be 
filled with events, 

activities, and great
 deals at the resort!

Come celebrate all things 218 

HUNGRY? Stop In for Our Daily Specials:

Thursday: All-You-Can-Eat

                      Broasted ChickenBroasted Chicken
Friday: All-You-Can-Eat

	     Fish FryFish Fry
Saturday: All-You-Can-Eat Flying FlapjacksFlying Flapjacks 
		       8 a.m.- 11 a.m.

Sunday: CrepesCrepes 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Ruby's on the Lake Ruby's on the Lake Ruby's on the Lake Ruby's on the Lake 

Ruttger's Winter Market  at Ruby's on the LakeRuttger's Winter Market  at Ruby's on the LakeRuttger's Winter Market  at Ruby's on the LakeRuttger's Winter Market  at Ruby's on the Lake  

Friday, Feb. 14  5-8 p.m.  $150/ serves 2 
Includes one complimentary glass of champagne per person

Reservations recommended, call 218-678-4644
First Date 

Salmon & Tuna Crudo with a blood orange
 caper vinaigrette and oysters on the half shell 

with watermelon a mignonette

Honeymoon Stage  (select 2) 

Grilled Peach and Burrata Salad  Mixed greens, arugula, 

grilled peaches, tomato confit, red onion, candied pecans, lemon herb
vinaigrette and topped with a drizzle of honey and balsamic glaze

-OR-

French Onion Soup
  Engagement 

Dark Honey Molasses Bread 
served with honey cinnamon butter 

Marriage  "Opposites Attract"

Rosemary and thyme glazed Rack of Lamb,
pan seared u-10 scallops, creamy asparagus risotto,

 served with a maltaise sauce

Happily Ever After   

Ancho chili dark Chocolate Cake with 

Chocolate Ganache & Black Raspberry Ice Cream

POOL 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Family Pass (up to 6) $25

Daily Pool Pass $7 • Adults
Daily Pool Pass $6 • Children  (under 12)

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

Pool Punch Card
Purchase 8 Passes,

 Get 2 Free!

Indoor Pickleball Courts
 Open 8 a.m.-8 p.m. daily 

 $20 for 4 for 2 hours 

Thursday 4-8 p.m. • Fri. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m
Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

• 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Frosty Fairway Challenge Mini Ice Golf Tournament
Round up your family and friends for an 
icy twist on mini golf! Swing by the host 
stand near Ruby's on the Lake to grab 
your scorecard, then hit the ice for 9 holes 
of frosty, fun-filled mini golf. Grab your 
puck and hockey stick from the shore and 
follow the holes. Once you’ve finished the 
course, turn in your scorecard for a shot at 
winning some awesome prizes!

Local Crafters/Artisans
Shop with some of our favorite local craft-
ers/artisans

• 11 a.m.-12 p.m.
Family Crafts A variety of self guided crafts to pick from

• 12:30-1:30pm
Pudgie Pies
 Enjoy a campfire snack while warming up around the fire.

— All Day —
Outdoor Family Fun on the Ice
Hockey-Human Bowling-Bocce-Broomball-Bonfires
Indoor Family Fun
Presidential Duck Hunt-Pickleball-Cornhole-Giant
Jenga-Spikeball-Arcade

Friday, February 14 

 Saturday, February 15

Valentine's Sweetheart SupperValentine's Sweetheart Supper

All regular priced items 
plus great winter clearance items!

 February 14 & 15

21.8% 21.8% offoff

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Old Man Winter cooperat-

ed by dumping three recent 
snowfalls, leading for plenty 
of snow for Aitkin’s Winter 
Wonderama held on Febru-
ary 8 at Aitkin’s City Park.

The highlight of the day 
was the grand opening and 
ribbon cutting of the new 
field house. The building, 
a culmination of years of 
fundraising and planning, 
contains a storage garage 
for maintenance equipment 
and skates, a community 
room with tables and chairs, 
a concession/ kitchen area 
and bathrooms.

Families were having a 
blast. A huge snowbank at-
tracted children to climb it 
and slide down and there 
were toasty bonfires to gath-
er around. Skaters used the 
regular and hockey rinks 
and smores, cupcakes and 
hotdogs were consumed.

At one point, an Aitkin fire-

man drove up in the firetruck 
and let children come inside 
and check it out.

Getting children’s heads 
out of their screens and out in 
the fresh air, families spend-
ing time together and cele-
brating the new field house 
that enhances Aitkin’s City 
Park made for a wonderful 
Winter Wonderama Day.

Aitkin’s Winter Wonderama fun

Winter Wonderama participants warmed up near the bonfire 
at the grand opening of the new field house at the Aitkin City 
Park. Ann Schwartz photos
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COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

 

Painting & Powerwashing
STEVES PAINTING and POWERWASHING LLC Your 
interior Specialist.  Interior • Exterior • Pre-finish  
Book today 218-546-8130 Family owned for over 30 years

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w09/ 2025

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

Insurance

 
4 locations to serve you 
Aitkin 218-927-3712 • Moose Lake 218-485-8735 
• Isle 320-676-3795 • Grand Marias 218-387-1540 

w05/2025

Electronic 
Tax Filing
Available

Dale R. Morris, CPA
214 - 1st Ave. NW  •  Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm;  or by appointment

February
15th - Rabbit Lake Fishing Contest, noon to 3 p.m., $10 entry fee,  cash prizes awarded.  Call  218-772-0252 

for more information. 
15th - Pikes for Pups Darkhouse Spearing Contest on Nokay Lake from sunrise to sunset. Two-man teams, 

$40 per team. Prizes awarded on the lake at 6 p.m. Proceeds benefit Northern Lakes Rescue. 
16th - Meatloaf Competition at the Hard Water Lounge in  Crosby starting at 1 p.m.  Call 218- 772-0306 for 

more information. 22nd - Crappie Flop, noon, fish on any lake
22nd - Fishing for Ducks on Mille Lacs Lake in Garrison. Lines down at noon. Tickets are available at fishing 

forducks.org; cost is $30 until Feb. 12. After Entry is $40.
22nd - Annual Erin’s Wish Bar Olympics at the Town Tavern in Ironton. Proceeds benefit CRMC Courage 

Cabinet. For more information call the Town Tavern at 218-546-5997.
23rd -Free movie matinee at C-I High School Mayberry Auditorium. “Wicked” at 2 p.m. Light concessions are 

available.
Send your community events  to hopper@crosbyironton.net

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

More Obituaries on Page 4

Deadlines are Mondays at Noon
Send your photos, stories and community events to

 hopper@crosbyironton.net
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

Every June, as many as 
1,500 high school students 
from across the country 
spend a week in the nation’s 
capital as part of the Nation-
al Rural Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour. Mille Lacs Ener-
gy Cooperative is now taking 
applications for this annual 
Electric Cooperative Youth 
Tour in Washington, D.C.

The final day to submit 
your application is Thursday, 
February 27. Don’t let this 
opportunity of a lifetime 
pass you by.

Applicants must be juniors 
in high school and depen-
dents of parents/guardians 
who are members of Mille 
Lacs Energy Cooperative.

This year’s Youth Tour will 
take place Monday - Sat-
urday, June 16-21. Partici-
pating in the Youth Tour is 
an awesome way to learn 
about this great nation, 
develop leadership skills, 
gain a better understanding 
of electric cooperatives, 
and make friendships that 
will last beyond the week. 
Delegates will spend their 
time touring monuments, 
visiting museums, meeting 

with elected officials, learn-
ing about the cooperative 
business model, and getting 
to know young leaders from 
all over Minnesota and 43 
other states.

The best part? It’s FREE for 
delegates. MLEC pays for all 
transportation, admissions 
fees, and other expenses. 
The program is coordinat-
ed and facilitated by the 
Minnesota Rural Electric 
Association (MREA) and 
the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association 
(NRECA).

New this year, trip winners 
will also receive a $1,000 
scholarship from Mille Lacs 
Energy Cooperative.

Past delegates agree that 
attending the Youth Tour is 
a great opportunity to see 
our nation’s capital and meet 
new people from all walks 
of life. Now that you’re 
interested, please see our 
website www.mlecmn.net 
for more information and 
contact Kassie Peterson at 
218-927-8243 with any 
additional questions.

Mille Lacs Energy Cooper-
ative is a not-for-profit, elec-

tric distribution cooperative 
owned by the over 13,000 
members they serve.   in 
parts of Aitkin, Crow Wing, 
and Mille Lacs counties. 
Their new headquarters is 
located north of Garrison 
at 23483 US Highway 169.

Applicants sought for youth tour

(Published in NewsHopper
 Saturday, Feb. 8 & 15, 2025)

 LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD MEETING
The Libby Township Board 

will meet online at 5:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, February 18, 2025 
to discuss matters that may 
come before the board. The 
February 18 meeting will be 
conducted via Zoom. Con-
tact Jane Jewett, clerk, at wil-
lowsedge.janesfarm@gmail.
com to request the Zoom link.

Dated this 1st day
 of February, 2025

Jane Grimsbo Jewett
Clerk, Libby Township

2.64

LEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., February 15, 2025)
NOTICE OF ANNU-
AL MEETING AND 

ELECTION OF OFFI-
CERS FOR BAY LAKE 

TOWNSHIP 
Notice is hereby given to the 
qualified voters of Bay Lake 
Township, County of Crow 
Wing, and State of Minneso-
ta, that the Annual Election 
of Town Officers and Annual 
Town Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 11, 2025, from 
4:00 to 8:00 p.m. In case of in-
clement weather, the meeting 
and election may be post-
poned until March 18, 2025.
The Election Poll hours will be 
open from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m., at which time the voters 
will elect:
1 - Supervisor (3-year term) 
presently held by Don Hales
1 - Treasurer (2-year term) 
presently held by Mindy Tix
The Annual Meeting will com-
mence at 8:30 p.m. to con-
duct all necessary business 
prescribed by law. Board of 
Canvass will convene after the 
annual meeting.
The Annual Election and Meet-
ing will be held at the following 
location:
Bay Lake Town Hall
13861 Co Rd 10
Deerwood, MN  56444

Dated: January 24, 2025
CAROL PUNDT, Clerk

Bay Lake Township 
6.00

 PHYLLIS KIRKHORN 
 Phyllis Joyce Kirkhorn, of Ait-

kin, died peacefully on January 
22, 2025, the day before her 
98th birthday.

Services will be Monday, 
February 17, 2025 at 11 a.m. 
in First Lutheran Church, Aitkin 
with Pastor Reggie Denton of-
ficiating.  Visitation will be one 

hour prior to the service at the church. Interment will 
be in MN State Veteran’s Cemetery, Little Falls at a 
later date. In lieu of flowers, donations are preferred  
to Long Lake Conservation Center (https://www.
longlakecc.org) or the Community Food Shelf at 
First Lutheran Church.

 Phyllis was born January 23, 1927, in Wahpeton, 
ND, and spending most of her childhood in Barnes-
ville and Breckenridge.  Phyllis attended Concordia 
College-Moorhead, where she met her future 
husband, Ray. She transferred to the University of 
Minnesota (with Ray following her), earning a degree 
in Home Economics, and a teaching certificate for 
high school home economics.      Phyllis and Ray 
married in 1950. Phyllis taught home economics in 
Swanville, but resigned to start a family. Phyllis and 
Ray moved their family (Steve and Randi) to several 
small towns in North Dakota and NW Minnesota, 
until settling in Brainerd, for 10 years. In 1970, they 
settled permanently in Aitkin, as owners of Security 
State Bank. After the death of Ray in 2003, Phyllis 
continued to live independently at her beloved Nord 
Lake home until age 94, made possible in part by 
her good friends and neighbors around the Nord 
Lake/Seth Lake area.

     Phyllis was a generous and devoted mother and 
grandmother.  She planned fun family vacations, was 
a wonderful cook and excellent seamstress. She 

was creative in design, arts and crafts.   While living 
in Brainerd, she entered a kitchen design contest 
and won top prize: a fully paid kitchen and bathroom 
remodel! Additionally, Phyllis loved wildflowers and 
considered her Nord Lake home a sanctuary for the 
wild animals and native plants living there. 

Phyllis was an active volunteer and group mem-
ber, starting as a teen playing piano for church 
and school events.  She was involved at Security 
State Bank with the annual cookbooks, organizing 
Christmas parties, and as a Board member. She 
participated in the Aitkin Hospital Axillary and served 
as a “Pink Lady.”  Phyllis greatly enjoyed attending 
quilting retreats at Long Lake Conservation Center.  
She was a member of Lakes and Woods Garden 
Club, and with First Lutheran Church groups such 
as Rebecca Circle and The Sharing Bread Soup 
Kitchen. She was one of the founding members of 
the Nord Lake Association.

  She is survived by her children: Steve (Sue) Kirk-
horn, and Randi (Bob) Born;  5 grandchildren: Marta 
(Chris) Vant, Leah (Chris) Kirkhorn, Matthew (Nicole) 
Born, Derek (Alyssa) Born, and Michael Kirkhorn: 
eight great-grandchildren: Dillon, Sienna, Elyse, 
Harper, Cole, Nolan, Lydia, and the soon-to-arrive 
“Baby Born”, along with Gena Bugno (mother of 
Marta and Leah)/Lon Scheele; sister-in-law, Marillyn 
Hanson; nieces: Leigh, Valerie, Jocelyn;  nephew, 
Craig; and many dear cousins and friends. 

Phyllis was preceded in death by her beloved 
husband, Ray; parents; and brothers: Harold and 
Vernon.  

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

RUSSELL CHRISTENSEN
Russell Alan Christensen, 54 

of Pine River lost his battle with 
alcoholism Friday, January 
31, 2025 at Lakewood Health 
System in Staples.

At Russell’s request a cel-
ebration of life service will 
be held in the spring / early 
summer of 2025.

He was born August 2, 1970 the son of Carl and 
Deborah (Taylor) Christensen. He grew up in Pine 
River where he enjoyed both summer fishing and 
ice fishing, canning and was a great cook.  Russell 
had a loving heart and cherished his family and 

friends.  He was preceded in death by his mother 
Deb.  Russell is survived by his daughter Kayla 
Hamilton;  sons: Ryder Christensen and Owen 
Erickson; two grandchildren; his father Carl; sister 
Mary Hanson; brother Jessen Alexander; several 
aunts, uncles, cousins, other relatives and friends 
who mourn his passing.  A special thank you to 
Russell’s great friends: Chery Halverson, Shawn 
Lesher and Vicki Hulke for all their care, love and 
support given to Russell.  May he find the peace 
in death that he couldn’t find in life.

Arrangements are with Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home & Cremation Services in Aitkin.  
Check www.srtfuneral.com for updated details.

CYNTHIA MAILE
Cynthia “Cindy” Maile, 67, of Brainerd died on 

Wednesday, January 22, 2015 at Essentia St. Mary’s 
Medical Center in Duluth. 

 A service is being planned for a later date.
  Full obit will follow.  Arrangements are with the 

Koop Funeral Home in Crosby.

ORVILLE SWEDBERG
Orville Eric Swedberg, a boy, weighing 9 lbs., 7 ozs., was born January 26, 2025, in Aitkin, to 

Wynnona Fredrickson and Steven “Elmo” Swedberg of McGregor. Grandparents are Coralie 
Fredrickson, and Duane and Deb Swedberg, all McGregor.

BECKHEM AHONEN
Beckhem Dean Julius Ahonen, a boy, weighing 8 lbs., 9 ozs., was born February 8, 2025, in 

Aitkin, to Brittney and Gunnar of Jacobson. Grandparents are Dean and Carmen Galbraith of 
Goodland, and Ken and Lezley Ahonen of Jacobson.

From book to stage, It’s 
Murder, Don’tcha Know is 
ready to captivate audiences 
at the Chalberg Theatre at 
Central Lakes College (CLC). 
Written by local playwright 
Mary Aalgaard and based on 
Jeanne Cooney’s novel, this 
cozy murder mystery, set in 
a small Minnesotan town, 
promises both suspense and 
charm. 

Performances will be held 
February 27-28 at 7 p.m. and 
March 1-2 at 2 p.m. at the 
Chalberg Theatre. ASL-inter-
preted services will be avail-
able on February 28. Tickets 
are available by calling 218-
855-8199.

The story, set in the small 
Scandinavian town of Hal-
lock, Minnesota, follows Do-
ris Connor, a widow whose 

quiet retirement is disrupted 
by a shocking murder. As the 
investigation unfolds, Doris’s 
own children are dragged 
into the mystery. Aalgaard 
stars as Doris, supported by 
a talented cast including Julie 
Jo Larson as her sister Grace, 
Barb McColgan as their friend 
Rose, and Kayla Luhrs as 
Doris’s daughter Erin. Other 
key cast members include 
Andy Ellison, Mark Juel, and 
M. Hollis Ford, with C.J. 
Nichols, Rhonda Schmidt, 
and Elli Salo rounding out the 
ensemble.

Director Guy Kelm, known 
for his collaborative and 
hands-on approach, has led 
the production since its ear-
ly stages, with rehearsals 
beginning in September. 
“We’re building this world 

from scratch,” said Kelm, 
emphasizing the excitement 
of creating something new. 
Scenic designer Tim Leagjeld 
brings the town of Hallock 
to life with a rotating set that 
reveals multiple locations, 
while costume designer Ni-
cole Grabowski and lighting 
designer Joey Yow add visual 
flair.

The play’s development 
was a true collaborative ef-
fort, with the cast refining 
the script over months of 
rehearsals, creating a close-
knit community that extends 
beyond the stage. “This has 
been the best thing I’ve done 
for myself in 15-20 years,” 
one cast member shared, 
highlighting the positive, 
supportive environment of 
the production.

Murder mystery makes debut at CLC
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ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* —  New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am; 

Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street 
SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10 

& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William 

Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org
Baxter - Eagle Brook Church , Worship 9 & 11,  www.eagle-

brookchurch.com/locations/brainerd-lakes/
Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 

218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory 
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ 
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

 Aitkin (Cedarbrook) —  St. John’s (ELCA) Pastor Sarah 
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John’s Church Road, 
Aitkin.  Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am.  stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 

Sunday each month.
Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 

4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN 

56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm 

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer 

Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S 

Brainerd – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

3rd Sun., 10:30.
Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 

Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  Sun. 9:30 

worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel 

Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.
Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.

com  Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor 
218-692-3682 • 35960 CR 66, Through Mid-May: Sunday 
at 9:30am & Wednesday at 6:15pm. Weekly Free Com-
munity Meal - Wednesdays at 5:15pm - All are welcome!

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship 
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. 
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9,  (alternates with 
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30; 
handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15  
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.
McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 

(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES
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PEARLE COOK, JR.
Pearle “Bud” Cook, Jr., 74, 

of Palisade and Aitkin, died  
Wednesday, January 29, 2025 
in Riverwood Health Care Cen-
ter. 

A celebration of Bud’s life will 
be held from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, Feb. 15, 2025 at 
the American Legion Lee Post 

#86 in Aitkin.   
He was born March 11, 1950 in Palisade to Pearle 

and Helen (Pratt) Cook, Sr. Bud loved smoking, 

fishing, going to the casino and especially time 
with his family.

Bud is survived by children: Russell (Deb) Fen-
stermaker of Aitkin, and Amy Thacker of Aitkin; 
seven grandchildren: Starr Thacker, David and 
Ashley Fenstermaker, Eleri, Canada, Sarah and Joel 
Funersol; other relatives and friends.

Bud is preceded in death by his parents.
A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -

rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

THERESA FRANZ
Theresa Lucille Franz, 66, of 

Brainerd died on Friday, Feb-
ruary 7, 2025 at Bethany Good 
Samaritan in Brainerd.

A prayer service will be held 
at 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
February 15, 2025 at the Koop 
Funeral Home. Visitation will 
be 10:00 a.m. with a rosary at 

11:00 a.m.  Burial will be at the St. Thomas Cem-
etery in Aitkin. 

She was born in Aitkin on October 24, 1958 to 

John and Loretta (Zigan) Franz.  
Theresa is survived by her brother, Ted (Julie) 

Franz of Pillager; sisters: Rosemary Barnes of Brain-
erd, Nancy (Terry) Morgan of Aitkin, Audrey (Dennis) 
Schumacher of Arden Hills and Elizabeth Lyons of 
Grand Rapids; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Preceding Theresa in death are her parents and 
three brothers, John, Conrad and Allan Franz.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

MARVIN RAY BRUNEAU, OJIMAABINAISE 
Marvin Ray Bruneau, Ojimaa-

binaise, 68 of McGregor died  
Sunday, February 2, 2025 at 
Welia Health in Mora.

Tribal Rites began at 10 
a.m.on  Thursday, February 6, 
2025 at East Lake Community 
Center in East Lake – McGre-
gor.  Visitation began at Dusk 

on Wednesday, February 5, 2025 at the center.  
Burial was in the Rice Lake Wildlife Refuge Burial 
Grounds.  

He was born October 5, 1956 in Cloquet the son 
of Manley and Lorraine (Moose) Bruneau.  He grad-
uated from McGregor High School and attended 
The College of St. Scholastica. Marvin was united in 
marriage to Renee (Peterson) in 1982 in McGregor.  
He was an EMT for McGregor Ambulance for many 

years and was District Representative for the Mille 
Lacs Band of Ojibwe for 28 years.  He had a passion 
for vehicles and loved fishing.  

  Marvin is survived by his wife Renee; children: 
Erin Bruneau (Scott Watkins), Amanda (Lance) 
Vandeberg and Amber Bruneau (Jeremy Atwood); 
10 grandchildren: Austin, Gavin, Jocelyn, Aubree, 
Greyson, Morgan, Sullivan, Reddington, Hazel and 
Jeremy, Jr.;  sisters: Monica Tobar and Rhonda 
(Ned) Weizenegger; Auntie Brenda Moose and other 
special relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his brother Rory 
and his parents Manley Bruneau and Lorraine 
(Moose) Farah.

Arrangements were with the McGregor Funeral 
Home and Cremation Service in McGregor. Leave  
online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

RICHARD COCCIE
Richard James Coccie, 64, of Deerwood diedy 

unexpectedly on February 7, 2025. 
A service is being planned for March 8, 2025.  

Full obit will follow.  
Arrangements are with the Koop Funeral Home 

in Crosby

SHARON LINDBERG
Sharon Kay Lindberg, 63, of 

Aitkin died Thursday, February 
6, 2025 at her residence.

Funeral Service was held at  
11 a.m. on Friday, February 14, 
2025 at Northwoods Communi-
ty Church  - 810 2nd Street NW 
in Aitkin with Pastor Larry Burg 
officiating.  Visitation was  one 

hour prior to the service at the church.  Burial was  
in Spencer Cemetery. 

She was born August 13, 1961 in Omaha, Nebras-
ka, the daughter of Earl and Betty (Chin) Fairchild.  
She grew up in Aitkin and graduated from Aitkin 
High School in 1979, she then earned her Associ-
ates Degree. Sharon was united in marriage to Kevin 
Wayne Lindberg on January 22, 1983 at the United 

Methodist Church in Aitkin.  She was employed at 
Riverwood Health Care Center in Aitkin for 20 years.  
She loved summertime and gardening.  Her family 
and grandchildren were her life.  

Sharon is survived by her husband Kevin; son, 
Jonathon Lindberg of Otsego; daughter, Sara Rit-
ter of Aitkin; five grandchildren: Lorraine Cardelli, 
Aubrey Ritter, Kristian Lindberg, Ella Lindberg, Mia 
Lindberg; siblings: Dona (Tony) Pohl, Terry Fairchild, 
Debbie (David) Lehse and Cindy (Dan) Erickson; and 
many other special relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents;  and 
son-in-law, Adam Ritter. 

  A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e re  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

RUBY IVERSON
Ruby Cecelia Iverson, 92 of Emily died on January 

29, 2025 at the Cuyuna Regional Medical Center 
in Crosby. A service is being planned for February 

21, 2025.  
A full obit will follow.  Arrangements are with the 

Koop Funeral Home in Crosby.

JUDITH ELISEUSON
Judith Lynn Eliseuson, 77, of Brainerd died on 

February 2, 2025.  A service is being planned for 
March 29, 2025.  A full obit will follow.  Arrange-
ments are with the Koop Funeral Home in Crosby.
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G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-844-588-6535. (mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, nocost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-855 
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying 
for your service, call now for 
a free quote and see how 
much you can save! 1-866-
472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of 
Max, Paramount +, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and Cin-
emax included. Choice pack-
age $84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to con-
nect to the right provider. 

Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, 
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan 
that fits your budget! Call: 
1-877-743-7971(mcn)
AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands 
behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. 
Call 1-888-770-8025. Have 
zip code of property ready 
when calling! (mcn)
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 Classified Order Form
Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.
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PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the 
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Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-
5574. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 1-855-315-1216. 
(mcn)
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-855-315-1330. (mcn)
YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability benefits if you have 
are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care 
for a healthcondition that 
prevents you from working 
for a year or more. Call now! 
1-888-924-0449. (mcn)

2003 Harley flhtpi top shape 2003 Harley flhtpi top shape 
asking below book call to see asking below book call to see 
dressed out police parade dressed out police parade 
bike less then 10,000 asking bike less then 10,000 asking 
price 218-866-9529 Larryprice 218-866-9529 Larry w6

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. (mcn)
Safe Step. North Americas 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair 
and locked safes opened  
• Heavy and light duty gun 
safes and vault doors on 
hand • High security safes 
for gold and silver • 320-360-
5431 w53

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT advertising which is decep-
tive, fraudulent, or which might otherwise violate the law.

The DO Generation Minnesota history 
comes alive in this collection of interviews 

by investigative reporter and 
Aitkin County resident, Philip Neese. 

Originally written for the
Phil brings to light our exciting past and 

the struggles of Minnesotans in the 
greater Mille Lacs Lake area.

This 447 page book makes a great gift 
for all your “Up North” friends and family!

Published on Amazon.com: https://a.co/d/cq6VIOf

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

                                     Week of February 9, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

HELP WANTED
MDA HIRING FOREST PEST 

(SPONGY MOTH) SURVEYORS 
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture
is hiring temp. intermittent Surveyors (Ag 
Technicians) for the 2025 Spongy Moth 
Trapping Survey season. $20.21/hr.+ mile-
age reimbursement. View job post (Job 
I.D. 83443) & apply online through Feb-
ruary 28th: https://mn.gov/mmb/careers.
MDA is an equal opportunity employer 
& provider. Questions: 651/201-6692
or natasha.northrop@state .mn.us 

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash off er and get paid. 
Get your fair cash off er today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

GET DISH 
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 
movies, plus limited time up to $600 
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution fo� any-
one who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506 

YOUR AD HERE! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 1.3 million readers!!! 

612-332-8844

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/9/2025 North

BOGO 40% OFF Minimum purchase of 4

+ $200 Off Your Entire Purchase
Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 4/30

855-213-4393

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/9/2025 North
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+ $200 Off Your Entire Purchase
Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 4/30

855-213-4393

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/9/2025 North

BOGO 40% OFF Minimum purchase of 4

+ $200 Off Your Entire Purchase
Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 4/30

855-213-4393
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-839-3371 Call 218-839-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices!

Keep Cozy Keep Cozy 
with Spray with Spray 

FoamFoam
 Insulation! Insulation!

❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

 ❤
 ❤

Wagyu Beef and ANGUS BEEF You’ll Love               We Guarantee It!Wagyu Beef and ANGUS BEEF You’ll Love               We Guarantee It!

Visit Us at Our Farm  
43052 Nature Ave., Aitkin, MN 56431
Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - Noon & 4 - 8 p.m. | Sat. & Sun.  8 a.m. -  8 p.m. 

Shop Online at AngiesAcresMN.com
Contact Us for More Information at

(218) 515-3890 • Angiesacres23@gmail.com

From Our Family to Yours

We also 
have 

Quarter, 
Half and 

Whole Beef 
Available, 

in both 
Wagyu and 

Angus!

Gift 
Certificates 

Available!
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  Exceptional Quality Akaushi Wagyu Beef and Angus Beef

Beef Bundles
 Also Available

Support your local ranchers and farmers!

Originating from Japan, Akaushi Wagyu cattle 
produce beef with consistent  marblingmarbling, leading to 

an unmatched  tendertender and flavorfulflavorful experience. 

    We Deliver Exceptional
 Quality  to  Your Doorstep!

Through the End of FebruaryThrough the End of February

1515%% off  off 

Ask about our Monthly 
Delivery Service

FREE DELIVERy!

Hurry! place your 
order by calling  
(218) 515-3890
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