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Gas FurnaceGas Furnace
 Inspection  Inspection 

$$ 779 9 Now is the perfectNow is the perfect
 time to prepare for time to prepare for

 colder months.  colder months. 

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection. 
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected

 breakdowns when you need it the most.  Stay warm and comfortable by addressing 
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Schedule your first appointment by March 8, 2025 and receive a 

FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

Diet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose WeightDiet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose Weight

IN-PERSON TAX
PREPARATION
Connect with a tax expert today.

526 Washington St
Brainerd, MN 56401(218) 824-9600
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We Help You Reach Your Goals!

Curious to see the potential of your new website?
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StellarWebPros.com
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design services tailored to you! 
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Liimatainen was transport-
ed to Riverwood for a blood 
draw and his clothes and 
DNA were tested. He remains 
in the Aitkin County Jail.

He will appear on February 
19 in Aitkin County District 
Court before Judge David 
Hermerding on a Rule 8 
hearing. He faces charges of 
felony assault in the first de-
gree; felony carjacking in the 
first degree while armed with 
a dangerous weapon and fel-
ony theft of a motor vehicle. 
Gross misdemeanor charges 
include assault in the fourth 
degree for hitting the police 
officer, domestic assault and 
interfering with a 911 call.

Chief Riedel said that the 
wife is from the Twin Cities 
area and remains there in 
stable condition.

Liimatainen is also facing 

charges for a car theft in 
Shamrock Township. He re-
fused to go to court on Febru-
ary 14 and Attorney Christine 
Bright appeared remotely as 
his public defender.

On October 16, 2024, 
Liimatainen asked an indi-
vidual at Goshawk Street in 
the McGregor area for a ride 
to Carlton County. The person 
said he would bring him after 
his roofing job was finished. 
The victim and his son were 
working on a roof when they 
saw Liimatainen take off in 
their 2007 Ford 350.

The truck theft was reported 
and driving complaints came 
in from the truck’s behavior 
on Hwy. 210. An arrest war-
rant was issued for fleeing 
and stealing a vehicle, but 
Liimatainen was not found at 
that time.

Matthew Dean Liimatain-
en, 34, faces numerous felony 
charges in connection with 
a stabbing, carjacking and 
fleeing in Aitkin on Feb. 12. 
A review of court records 
shows he has, in the past, 
been charged with 32 crimes 
from domestic assault to arson 
and traffic offenses.

According to court records, 
police were called to 1st St. 
NW in Aitkin on February 12 
at 10:56 a.m. North Ambu-
lance was also dispatched to 
the home.

They found the female 
victim #1, Liimatainen’s wife, 
stabbed. She was seated in 
the living room covered in 
blood with an open wound 
on her right cheek and multi-
ple wounds on her right arm. 
She appeared to be badly in-
jured and blood was pooling 
around her. “She was not very 

responsive,” police said in the 
criminal complaint.

Another female, Victim 2, a 
family member, said she phys-
ically tried to stop Liimatainen 
from attacking Victim 1. At 
first, Victim 2 thought Victim 
1 was getting punched but 
then realized that there was 
a knife in use.

V i c t i m  2  f o l l o w e d 
Liimatainen outside and tried 
to call 911. She reported 
that he grabbed her phone 
and put it in his pocket. He 
then ripped her purse off her 
shoulder, causing her to fall, 
and he got in her F150 truck 
and took off.

Victim 2 jumped on the 
running board, trying to shut 
off the ignition. He then 
pushed her and she fell, hit-
ting her face on the road.

He got away and she ran 
to the neighbors to call for 
help. Victim 2 was brought to 
Riverwood Healthcare Center 
for treatment. She signed a 
stolen vehicle report.

Victim 1 was brought to 
Riverwood by North Ambu-
lance and then, due to the 
extent of her injuries, was 
flown to Hennepin County 
Medical Center.

Meanwhile, Aitkin Po-
lice Chief Colter Riedel put 
out a statewide alert about 

Liimatainen and the vehicle 
and also got the Minnesota 
Bureau of Criminal Appre-
hension involved.

At 3:27 p.m. that day, 
Liimatainen was taken into 
custody by the Ramsey Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. Chief Ridel 
and BCA Agent Chad Kleffner 
drove to Pine County to pick 
him up.

At first, Liimatainen was 
handcuffed but then cuffs 
were removed. He told offi-
cers he had consumed meth-
amphetamine and ecstasy.

Kleffner told him they had 
a search warrant to obtain 
his DNA and blood and to 
search his clothes. He refused 
to comply with removing his 
clothes until he was “in the 
jail”. He struck the agent with 
a closed fist and handcuffs 
were put back on.

Man charged after allegedly stabbing wife, injuring another

Matthew Dean Liimatainen

Crosslake Ideal Lions have 
announced the creation of 
a Red Cross Blood Drive 
on Thursday, March 13 at 
Crosslake Lutheran Church. 
Appointments are avail-
able between 12:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 p.m. Make your 
appointment at RedCross-
Blood.org using sponsor 
code Crosslake Community. 

The full address is 35960 
Co. Rd, 66, Crosslake.

This March screening 
will include free A1C he-
moglobin testing (used to 
screen for prediabetes and 
diabetes) to all donors who 
give a successful donation 
in March. Results will be 
available one/two weeks 
later through the Red Cross 

Blood Donor App or a do-
nor’s account at RedCross-
Blood.org.

Donors during March will 
receive a $10 Amazon e-gift 
card. 

“There are many ways you 
can help, but most impor-
tantly we hope you come 
out to donate,” notes Team 
Leader Marty Duncan.

Crosslake Red Cross Blood Drive

16413 Highway 371, 
Brainerd, MN  56401

218-828-3020

2 Miles North 
of Baxter on 371

www.371furniture.com
371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Monday - Saturday  9-5 & Sunday 11-4 

  Presidents Day Sale!Presidents Day Sale! • Discover stylish sofas, 
sectionals, and recliners

• Refresh your bedroom with 
stunning sets and mattresses

• Find the perfect dining set 
 for your home

It’s the perfect time to furnish your 
space with quality piecesquality pieces    
          at prices you’ll loveprices you’ll love!

Don’t miss out! Stretch your tax refund dollars!

 —  — EXTENDED —EXTENDED —

Unbeatable dealsUnbeatable deals on beautiful furniturebeautiful furniture! 
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CROW WING COUNTY LANDFILL

For more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow 
Wing County for recycling and disposal needs. 

•

Household Garbage• 
Mattresses• 
Fluorescent Bulbs • 
Household Hazardous Waste• 
Free recycling of lead-acid car/marine 
batteries - Batteries must be 
SEPARATED from other waste and 
CANNOT bedisposed of in the landfill!

• Free compost of lawn and garden 
material (please separate brush 
and branches)

• Free oil, oil filter, and antifreeze recycling 

locations withing the County. Visit our 
webpage for drop o� locations:

at the landfill and several drop-o�  

www.crowwing.gov/recycling
• Demolition materials may be 

disposed in the demolition landfill 
for a fee

• Large appliances, electronics, tires 
with or without rims, and scrap 
metals can be disposed at the site 
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The Following Items are Accepted

Open Monday - Friday
8am - 4:30pm

TYKE’S CARPET Castle
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd • 218-829-3878 

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

  9999¢¢ SQ. FT.SQ. FT.

  REMNANTS  REMNANTS    $10.95$10.95 SQ. YD.  SQ. YD. 

All First Quality Merchandise!All First Quality Merchandise!

LLuxuryuxury VINYL PLANKING VINYL PLANKING
 STARTING AT STARTING AT

BUY IT TODAY, GET TODAY!

OVER  OVER  400400 ROLLS ROLLS

ON IN-STOCK GOODS 

SALESALE    Going Going 
on now on now 

$$115555OROR$$13139595
SQ. YD. SQ. YD. SQ. FT. SQ. FT. 

OVER OVER 
500500

  TO CHOOSE TO CHOOSE 
FROM  FROM  

BUY A

REMNANT FROM 

TYKE’S AND WE

 WILL BIND IT!

  
OVER 

165,000
 SQ. FT. 

IN STOCK!

Wouldn’t You        Wouldn’t You        

Love Love NewNew Flooring! Flooring!  

CASH 4  JUNK CARSCASH 4  JUNK CARS
AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY
Call 218-839-3371Call 218-839-3371

Jeff Wiberg HarDwood Floors
Installing | Sanding | Refinishing

OVER 20 Years Experience

Jeff Wiberg, Owner

218-330-2576

Check me out on facebook

high confidence in the robust 
analyses necessary to answer 
various research questions. 
Elk will be captured via he-
licopter and fitted with GPS 
collars that will collect their 
locations every three hours 
and alert researchers of a 
potential mortality event. Bi-
ological samples will also 
be collected to assess herd 
health information. The cap-
ture effort is expected to take 
about a week.

A vaginal implant trans-

mitter will be implanted in 
cows that are pregnant. The 
transmitter alerts researchers 
to when a cow gives birth, 
allowing them to quickly 
locate newborn calves. Up 
to 25 calves each spring will 
be fitted with a GPS collar 
to monitor their survival and 
assess what habitat types they 
are using.

Funding for the 2025-2027 
elk research project comes 
from the Minnesota Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 

Trust Fund as recommended 
by the Legislative-Citizen 
Commission on Minnesota 
Resources and approved by 
the Minnesota Legislature. 
The DNR is also providing 
in-kind support.

More information on elk 
research and management in 
Minnesota or how to sign up 
for the DNR Elk Notes quar-
terly newsletter is available 
at the DNR elk management 
webpage (mndnr.gov/elk).

Research biologists from 
the Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources and 
University of Minnesota-Twin 
Cities will begin capturing 

and collar-
ing elk for 

an in-depth elk research proj-
ect in northwest Minnesota 
beginning early March 2025.

The research will allow 
managers to better under-
stand the state’s elk popu-
lation. This enhanced un-
derstanding is important 
for efforts to maintain and 
strengthen the resiliency of 

the elk population and will 
inform managers’ consid-
eration of the potential for 
future growth of the elk herds.

The study builds upon the 
results from the first-ever 
research on the northwest 
elk herds conducted from 

2016 to 2018. While 
the results from 

prior research 
provided an under-

standing of adult female 
(cow) elk home range size 
and habitat use, current in-
formation is lacking on repro-
ductive rates and survival, as 
well as movements of bulls, 
which were not included in 
the first study. Additionally, 

this work will help man-
agers understand herd 
dynamics, an important 

consideration given the small 
sizes of these populations.

“Our overarching goal 
is to continue to improve 
our understanding of elk 
movements and survival to 
better manage Minnesota’s 
elk population,” said Amanda 
McGraw, DNR deer, moose 
and elk scientist. “The ad-

ditional data will provide 
more in-depth information on 
population health, pregnancy 
and survival rates, specific 
movement information on 
both bulls and cows, and 
insight into alternative pop-
ulation estimation methods.” 

Researchers plan to capture 
and collar 25 adult cows and 
up to 15 adult bulls per year 
beginning early March 2025, 
and again in 2026. The num-
ber of animals the DNR in-
tends to capture will provide 

DNR to capture and collar elk for research in northwest Minnesota

Federal, state and local 
partners are working togeth-
er to find this devastating 
disease and test any birds 
with clinical signs as part of 
the avian influenza response 
plan. Crow Wing County is 
prepared to support the joint 
Federal and State response in 
our county should the need 
arise.

If you are a veterinarian 
and receive reports of clini-
cal signs of avian influenza, 
call the Minnesota Avian 
Influenza Hotline at 1-833-
454-0156 or submit a sick 
bird report online. If it is after 
hours or on the weekend, call 
the Minnesota Duty Officer at 
1-800-422-0798. Subsequent 
HPAI cases will be posed on 
the Board’s website. bah.
state.mn.us/report-sick-birds

The first Minnesota cases 
of HPAI were identified in 
March 2022. The last time 
there was a case in Crow 
Wing County was May 2022, 
with recent case detected in 
Wadena County in January 
of 2025.

The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s National Veter-
inary Services Laboratories 
confirmed a case of Highly 
Pathogenic Avian Influenza 
(HPAI) in poultry from sam-
ples taken at a Crow Wing 
County farm. The site was 

quarantined, and the 120 
birds on the premises were 
depopulated to prevent the 
spread of the disease.

The Minnesota Board of 
Animal Health leads the 
state response on avian in-
fluenza and highlights the 
perseverance of the virus to 
continue infecting flocks. The 
Board strongly encourages 
producers to focus on their 
biosecurity, which is a series 
of proactive steps to reduce 
the risk of disease affecting 

their birds.
Biosecurity is paramount 

to stopping the spread of this 
and other viruses and disease. 
Flock owners large and small 
should consistently utilize 
biosecurity to maintain the 
health of their birds. The 
University of Minnesota Ex-
tension maintains biosecurity 
resources for commercial and 
backyard flocks. extension.
umn.edu/poultry/poultry-bi-
osecurity

Poultry producers and 
backyard flock owners should 
contact their veterinarian 
immediately if they see any 
signs or symptoms of disease 
in their flock:

• Decrease in feed or water 
intake.

• Swelling or purple dis-
coloration of head, eyelids, 
comb, wattle, and hocks.

• Decrease in egg pro-
duction.

• Sudden, unexplained 
death.

• Extreme depression.
• Very quiet.
• Difficulty breathing.

Avian Influenza confirmed in poultry at farm

stock photo
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COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

Website  
STELLAR WEB PROS  Website, SEO & Digital Design 
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality, 
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site 
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

ContraCtors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

     Heating & air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w09/ 2025

February
22nd - Fishing for Ducks on Mille Lacs Lake in Garrison. Lines down at noon. Tickets are available at fishing 

forducks.org; cost is $30 until Feb. 12. After Entry is $40.
22nd - Annual Erin’s Wish Bar Olympics at the Town Tavern in Ironton. Proceeds benefit CRMC Courage 

Cabinet. For more information call the Town Tavern at 218-546-5997.
23rd -Free movie matinee at C-I High School Mayberry Auditorium. “Wicked” at 2 p.m. Light concessions are 

available.
27th - Rescheduled Crow Wing County Central Lakes College Mobile Pantry Program, 10 a.m., CLC Parking 

Lot at 501 W. College Dr | Brainerd 

March
1st -  Snow Bowl benefit for CI Special Olympics at the Town Tavern in Ironton. Two-person teams, $30 entry 

fee per team. Sign-up by calling 218-546-5997 or stop in. 
5th - Women Leading the Way, speaker and panel on women leaders in rural Minnesota, 11 a.m., at Ruttger’s 

Bay Lake Lodge. Presented by American Peat Technology.
15th - Winter Indoor Farmers’ Market at Deerwood Auditorium, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. with hand-crafted items offered.

Send your community events  to hopper@crosbyironton.net 
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(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Feb. 22,

 Mar. 1 & 8, 2025)
  LIBBY TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF AUDIT 
The Libby Township Board 

of Audit will be held at the Pal-
isade Community Center on 
Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at 
2:00 p.m.

Dated this 16th day of
 February 2025

JANE GRIMSBO JEWETT,  
Clerk Libby Township

2.1

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Feb. 22,

 Mar. 1 & 8, 2025)
  LIBBY TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL MEETING 
Notice is hereby given to 

the qualified voters of Libby 
Township, County of Aitkin, 
State of Minnesota, that the 
Annual Town Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, March 11, 
2025 at the Palisade Commu-
nity Center. The Annual Meet-
ing will commence at 1:00 
p.m. to conduct all necessary 
business prescribed by law. 
In case of inclement weath-
er, the meeting may be post-
poned until the third Tuesday 
in March.

Dated this 16th day of
 February 2025

JANE GRIMSBO JEWETT,  
Clerk Libby Township

3.5

The DO Generation Minnesota history 
comes alive in this collection of interviews 

by investigative reporter and 
Aitkin County resident, Philip Neese. 

Originally written for the
Phil brings to light our exciting past and 

the struggles of Minnesotans in the 
greater Mille Lacs Lake area.

This 447 page book makes a great gift 
for all your “Up North” friends and family!

Published on Amazon.com: https://a.co/d/cq6VIOf

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

Show Your Colors

Faith • Family • Life • Protection • America

Get Yours & Find More at
www.FlyingOurFlag.cOm

(Published in NewsHopper
 Saturday, Feb. 22,
 March 1 & 8, 2025)

TOWNSHIP OF LITTLE 
PINE NOTICE OF 

 ANNUAL MEETING
The annual meeting for the 

Township of Little Pine will be 
held on Tuesday, March 11, 
2025 at 7:00 p.m.

In the case of inclement 
weather the meeting will in-
stead be held on Tuesday, 
March 18, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting will be held at
Emily City Hall 

39811 State Highway 6, 
Emily, MN 56447

The meeting is also ac-
cessible via Zoom. Meeting 
ID: 780 450 6554 Password: 
5644747

Dated: February 12, 2025
ABRA HAWLEY

Little Pine Township Clerk
3.6

(Published in NewsHopper
 Sat., Feb. 22 & March 1, 2025)
  HAZELTON TOWN-

SHIP NOTICE OF 2025 
ANNUAL MEETING 
AND ELECTION OF 

OFFICERS 
Notice is hereby given to 

the qualified voters of Ha-
zelton Township, County of 
Aitkin, State of Minnesota that 
the Hazelton Township Annual 
Election of Officers and Annual 
Town Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 11, 2025, at 
the Hazelton Townhall

The Election Poll hours will 
be from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
at which time voters will elect:

1 Supervisor - 3 year term
1 Treasurer - 2 year term
The Annual Meeting will 

commence at approximately 
8:15 p.m., following the close 
of polls, to conduct all neces-
sary business prescribed by 
law.

In case of inclement weath-
er, the meeting and election 
may be postponed until the 
third Tuesday in March: March 
18, 2025, at the same time and 
location.

The Board of Canvass will 
meet following the Annual 
Meeting to certify the official 
election results.

Dated this 12th day of
 February 2025

KAY OLSON,
  Clerk Hazelton Township

5.8

  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Full Service Snow Removal
 Blowing Sidewalks and Drives • Plowing

Snow Blowing • Roof Snow & Ice Removal 

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

Serving the Lakes Area

Call for Call for 
a FREE a FREE 
QuoteQuote

Scripture Obedient People are Invited to
Almighty Yahuah’s Annual 

Sacred Festival Passover April 12-18. 
Call Proverbs 6:23 Ministry for details 218-533-6029

public, private, home, and 
alternative learning schools.

“We want to encourage 
a broad range of voices,” 
Wallace added. “This is an 
opportunity for young wom-
en from all walks of life to join 
in a meaningful conversation 
about the future of our nation. 
We believe that everyone 
has something important to 
contribute.”

Applications for the contest 
will be accepted from August 
1 through September 15. In-
terested competitors can find 
more information and register 
at speakingproudly.org.

As Minnesota girls prepare 
to take the stage and tackle 

one of the most thought-pro-
voking questions of America’s 
future, Speaking Proudly is 

sure to spark important dis-
cussions that resonate well 
beyond the competition.

The stage is set for the 
fourth biennial Speaking 
Proudly oratory competition, 
and this year’s theme takes 
a deep dive into one of the 
most fundamental principles 
of American democracy. 
As the nation approaches 
its semiquincentennial, the 
competition, slated for No-
vember 8, will challenge 
Minnesota high school girls 
to reflect on the core ques-
tion: “The Consent of the 
Governed” in America’s 
250th Year.

Organizers of the event 
announced Feb. 18 that com-
petitors will address whether 
the government truly func-

tions with the consent of its 
citizens—and if not, what 
actions should be taken to re-
turn governance to the ideals 
outlined in the Declaration of 
Independence.

“It’s an important topic, 
one rooted in the very foun-
dation of our country,” said 
Sherie Wallace, a member of 
the Speaking Proudly steering 
committee. “Our competitors 
will explore what it means 
for a government to derive 
its power from the people. 
Are we living up to that ide-
al? What changes, if any, are 
necessary to realign with the 
vision laid out in 1776?”

The event will be held at 

the Minnesota State Cap-
itol, providing a powerful 
backdrop as young women 
from across the state take 
to the podium to voice their 
views. Three top speakers will 
walk away with cash prizes: 
$2,500 for first place, $2,000 
for second place, and $1,500 
for third place.

This nonpartisan, non-
profit project of the Metro 
Republican Women aims 
to empower young girls to 
engage with civic discourse. 
The competition is open to 
all Minnesota girls in grades 
9 through 12 during the 
2025-2026 academic year, 
welcoming participants from 

High school girls invited to compete in Speaking Proudly oratory contest 

sound designer, and Shawna 
Sylvester, last seen in August: 
Osage County, serves as Stage 
Manager.

While this marks the play’s 
full production debut, the cast 
has been developing their 
roles since September, reading 
new drafts of the script and 
giving notes to Aalgaard, who 
refined the script throughout 
2024. The rehearsals helped 
the actors connect not just 
with their characters, but 
with each other. Over months 
of rehearsals, the group has 
formed a close bond, with a 
group text thread originally 
created for scheduling now 
doubling as a space for jokes, 
encouragement, and even 
commiseration over winter 
illnesses. 

One cast member summed 
it up in a message: “This play 
has been the best thing I’ve 
done for myself in 15-20 
years. I hope our love for this 

project shines through on 
stage.” 

Another chimed in, “This 
has been a beautiful experi-
ence—an inclusive, positive 
space where we all support 
one another.”

The cast toured the show to 
the One Woman Playwright 
Festival at Yellow Tree Theatre 
in Osseo, MN in February. 

That sense of community 
is at the heart of why the 
CLC Performing Arts Center 
continues to develop new 
work. “Very few of us get to do 
theatre as a full-time career,” 
said Yow, “but that doesn’t 
mean it’s any less important. 
It gives people a creative out-
let, builds confidence, and 
honestly, it’s just fun. There’s 
nothing like watching a cast 
find their rhythm together 
and build something they’re 
proud of.”

The set crew for this produc-
tion includes Kryston Wisely 

(last seen in “A Christmas 
Carol”), Lynn Ellison (from 
“Radium Girls”), Cora Starns, 
and Laiken Bladow. Their 
work, along with the rest of the 
production team, has helped 
bring Hallock to life on the 
Chalberg Theatre stage.

“It’s Murder, Dontcha 
Know” is presented as part 
of the CLC Performing Arts 
Center’s Brainerd Communi-
ty Theatre and is supported 
by Central Lakes College, 
the Five Wings Arts Council, 
and the Minnesota State Arts 
Board.

Performance Dates: Feb. 27 
& 28 at 7 p.m., March 1&2 at 
2 p.m. (ASL Interpreted Perfor-
mance on Feb 28 - please call 
box office if you would like to 
utilize this service.)

Location: Chalberg Theatre, 
Central Lakes College

Tickets: www.clcperform-
ingarts.com or 218-855-8199

It started with a book. Then 
a staged reading in 2023 at 
CLC. And now, It’s Murder, 
Dontcha Know is ready for 
its full theatrical debut at 
the Chalberg Theatre. The 
adaptation, written by local 
playwright Mary Aalgaard 
and based on author Jeanne 
Cooney’s novel, brings a cozy 
murder mystery with a dis-
tinctly Minnesotan charm to 
the stage. The production runs 
February 27 through March 
2 at Central Lakes College, 
Brainerd campus.

Set in the small Scandina-
vian town of Hallock, MN, the 
story follows Doris Connor, a 
widow looking forward to a 
quiet retirement—until a mur-
der shakes up her world, and 
her own children are dragged 
into the investigation. Doris, 
played by Aalgaard herself, is 
joined by an eccentric cast of 
characters including her sister 
Grace (Julie Jo Larson), their 
feisty friend Rose (Barb Mc-

Colgan), and Doris’s daugh-
ter Erin (Kayla Luhrs). Andy 
Ellison, last seen in “Radium 
Girls”, plays Will, while Mark 
Juel takes on the role of Karl. 
The cast also features M. 
Hollis Ford as Dr. Betcher, 
Blake Lubinous (from the 
staged reading of The Ghost 
Light) as Dr. Osgood, Bridg-
ers Collins as Tweety, Joanna 
Collins as Berta, and Richard 
(Watson) Dreissig, also from 
The Ghost Light reading, as 
Gustaf. C.J. Nichols, who 
audiences might remember 
from The Prom, plays Ed/Buck, 
Rhonda Schmidt is Gerti, 
and Elli Salo rounds out the 
ensemble as Allie.

Director Guy Kelm, an 
experienced educator from 
ISD 181, leads the production 
with a hands-on, collaborative 
approach. 

“With a new play, you don’t 
have a roadmap,” Kelm said. 
“We’re building this world 
from scratch—figuring out 

how the story moves, how 
the set works, even how the 
characters interact with each 
other. That’s what makes this 
process so exciting.”

Scenic designer Tim Leag-
jeld took on that challenge by 
creating a set based around 
the prominent setting of the 
Hot Dish Heaven cafe that 
also adapts and evolves with 
the action, featuring walls 
that rotate to reveal multiple 
locations in the town of Hal-
lock, and even a hidden set 
piece that provides a surprise 
mid-show reveal. Costume 
designer Nicole Grabowski 
makes her CLC debut, crafting 
looks that balance everyday 
Midwestern charm with each 
character’s larger-than-life 
personality. Lighting design is 
handled by Joey Yow, who has 
designed previous produc-
tions like Something Rotten! 
and Collected Stories. Don 
Abbott, who was last seen 
in The Prom, serves as the 

Murder mystery with a midwestern twist at CLC Performing Arts Center

House File 8, authored by 
House Environment Com-
mittee Chairman, Rep. Josh 
Heintzeman (R-Nisswa), re-
ceived its first committee 
hearing in the House Envi-
ronment Committee on the 
afternoon of Feb. 13 as House 
Republicans take decisive 
action to streamline and im-
prove the state’s permitting 
process. Reform is needed to 
address long-standing con-
cerns that permit delays and 
denials have led job creators 
to leave or refuse to expand 
operations in Minnesota.

“Streamlining the permit-
ting process does not need to 
be an either/or proposition, 
Minnesota can and should 

maintain our environmental 
and safety standards, while 
also giving job creators the 
certainty they need to invest 
in our state and its people,” 
said Rep. Heintzeman. “For 
too long, Minnesota has lost 
out on hundreds of millions of 
dollars in private investment 
that would have provided 
good-paying jobs and helped 
revitalize communities across 
our state.”

A recent report found that 
review times for air permits 
are 1.5 to 6 times longer 
than those in other states, 
costing the state up to $910 
million in annual economic 
output and as many as 3,400 
full-time jobs. This further 

underscores the importance 
of these reforms in helping 
keep Minnesota competitive 
with neighboring states and 
fostering sustainable eco-
nomic development.

Last year, Democrats ap-
proved limited permitting 
reforms that were directed 
at the green energy industry 
to make it easier for utility 
providers to comply with bur-
densome and costly energy 
mandates.

“It was encouraging to see 
my Democrat colleagues 
recognize Minnesota’s bur-
densome permitting process 
is a roadblock for industries, 
small businesses and com

Streamlining permitting process

Continued on Page 6



4 February 22, 2025 NewsHopperTM www.NewsHopper.net

CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* —  New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am; 

Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street SW;  
newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10 

& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William 

Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org
Baxter - Eagle Brook Church , Worship 9 & 11,  www.eagle-

brookchurch.com/locations/brainerd-lakes/
Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 

218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory 
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ 
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter  — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen  — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

 Aitkin (Cedarbrook) —  St. John’s (ELCA) Pastor Sarah 
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John’s Church Road, 
Aitkin.  Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am.  stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township  — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 

Sunday each month.
Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 

4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN 

56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm 

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer 

Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S 

Brainerd – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

3rd Sun., 10:30.
Brainerd  — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 

Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd*  — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  Sun. 9:30 

worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel 

Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.
Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.

com  Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor 
218-692-3682 • 35960 CR 66, Through Mid-May: Sunday 
at 9:30am & Wednesday at 6:15pm. Weekly Free Com-
munity Meal - Wednesdays at 5:15pm - All are welcome!

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship 
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. 
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9,  (alternates with 
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30; 
handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15  
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.
McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 

(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 
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JOHN ALLEN, LT. COL. RET. U.S. ARMY
John James Allen, 87, died 

Tuesday, January 28, 2025 at 
his home.

Interment with Military Hon-
ors will be held at a later date 
at Minnesota State Veterans 
Cemetery, Little Falls.

He was born on November 
30, 1937 in Brooklyn, NY to 

John and Elizabeth (Rooney) Al-
len.  He graduated from Fordham 
University in the Bronx, NY and 
entered the Army by way of ROTC.  

He served a tour in Korea, two tours in Viet Nam and 
taught ROTC at North Dakota State University.  He 
continued to serve in the Army Reserves as a West 
Point Recruiter while acquiring his Masters Degree 
in the addiction field. He was a counselor and then 

director of the program at St John’s Hospital in 
Fargo and then on to become Director of North 
Dakota Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse. His 
final years of service were spent teaching Addiction 
Counseling at Minot State University.  He greatly 
appreciated living where he could enjoy the great 
outdoors hunting and fishing with family and friends.  
In his later years, John enjoyed reading mystery 
novels and cheering for the Vikings.

John is survived by his wife, Veronica (Gallagher) 
Allen; seven children: Veronica Reeves, Elizabeth 
Allen, John Henry (Debbie) Allen, Andrew (Wanda) 
Allen, Kevin (Julie) Allen, Colleen (Tim) Ref and 
Padraig (Kim) Allen; many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren; brother, Michael (Char) Allen.

 A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 

 LENORE RAPOPORT
Lenore Lorraine (Pearson) 

Rapoport, 71, of Ramsey,  died 
on Wednesday, February 5, 
2025, at Aitkin Health Services, 
after a 16-year battle with Par-
kinson’s Disease. 

A Celebration of Life will be 
held on Friday, February 28, at 
11 a.m. in Glory Baptist Church, 

28053 360th Avenue, Aitkin. Visitation will begin one 
hour prior to the service at the church. Memorials are 
preferred to the Parkinson’s Foundation or a charity 
of your choice.

She was born on April 23, 1953, the youngest 
of five children, to Albin “Beanie” and Doris (Falk) 
Pearson. She grew up on a farm in rural Aitkin and 
graduated from Aitkin High School in 1971. In 1983, 
Lenore was united in marriage to Stuart Rapoport, 
and they were married for 41 years and resided in 
Brooklyn Park with their three children. Lenore loved 
gardening, singing, and spending time with family 
and friends. Lenore had a great sense of humor 
and brought love and kindness to everyone she 

met. Lenore worked for many different companies 
throughout the years, beginning with the Aitkin Flow-
er Shop. After moving to the Twin Cities, she worked 
for Reuben Meats & Feinberg Distributers, Taco Bell, 
Target, MoneyGram and, ending her work life, at TCF. 

Lenore is survived by her husband, Stuart; son, Erik 
(Aimee) Rapoport of Dayton; daughters: Rebecca 
Rapoport of Maple Grove and Samantha (Shawn 
Rodriguez) Rapoport of Ramsey; six grandchil-
dren: Izabella Rodriguez, Layla Rapoport, Aillison 
Rapoport, Julia Rapoport, Elijah Rodriguez, and 
Aislyn Rodriguez; siblings: Stephen (Evon) Pearson, 
Allen (Sandy) Pearson, Kathleen Campbell, Gregory 
(Cathie) Pearson, all of Aitkin, as well as many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and friends. 

Lenore was preceded in death by her parents, Albin 
and Doris Pearson; father and mother-in-law, David 
and Marilyn Rapoport;  sister-in-law, Ellen Rapoport; 
and niece, Kristina Franzen. 

 A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

KATHRYN FUTHEY
Kathy Futhey, 86, of Aitkin, died on Tuesday, 

February 11, 2025. 
A celebration of life will be held this summer at 

their lake home with burial in Bennettville Cemetery. 
Kathy was born January 24, 1939, in Gilbert, MN.  

She grew up in Crosby, and went to Crosby-Ironton 
grade school and high school. She married Richard 
(Lee) Futhey on February 4, 1957, in Las Cruces, 
New Mexico. They made their first home in Aitkin. 
They lived in Brooklyn Center  for the next 30 years. 
Kathy worked in the office at Pilgrim Cleaners for 
25 years. After retirement, they moved back to their 
home on Farm Island Lake and traveled to Florida 
in the winter. Kathy was a member St. John’s Lu-
theran Church, Aitkin Lions, and the Aitkin Hospital 

Auxiliary and loved to hike across the U.S. Kathy 
is survived by her children: Keith Futhey (DelRose), 
Kerrin Brelje (Tim) and Patty Futhey (daughter-in-
law); grandchildren: Ryan Futhey (Gayla), Randy 
Futhey (Megan), Aaron Futhey and Jesse Brelje; 
and great grandchildren (Jenna, Carter, Jace, Owen, 
and Cooper). 

Kathy is proceeded in death by her husband, Lee 
Futhey (husband); parents, William and Mary Koski 
(parents); son, Kevin Futhey; and siblings: Robert 
Koski, Shirley Koski, and Steve Koski. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

SHARON GUSTIN
Sharon Rae Gustin, 85, of 

Aitkin, died Friday, February 
7, 2025.  

A gathering to celebrate Sha-
ron’s life will be arranged this 
spring at Saron Cemetery.

She was born on March 
1, 1939, in Aitkin Township 
to Thomas A. and Marion E. 

(Swanson) Gustin. Sharon attended the Long Lake 
and Thor schools, and graduated from Aitkin High 
School in 1957. She helped with the family turkey 
farm in Aitkin County before moving to Minneapolis 
with her sister Carol, where she attended business 
school. Sharon worked in the Claims Department 
of Allstate Insurance for over 30 years and called 
Bloomington home before retiring and returning 
to Aitkin to live near family.  Sharon attended St. 
John’s Lutheran Church and was a member of the 

Riverwood Health Center Auxiliary.  Sharon enjoyed 
decorating for holidays, especially Christmas, and 
treasured spending time with her family . You could 
often find Sharon playing cards, creating beautiful 
long-stitch artwork, embroidering, reading, and 
growing her collection of Boyd’s Bears. She enjoyed 
a cold Diet Pepsi, and savored a warm dish of wild 
rice hotdish.  

She is survived by her sister, Lavonne Randa; 
brother-in-law, Michael Ahonen; cousins, and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

 She was preceded in death by her parents; 
brother and sister-in-law, Stanley and Joyce Gus-
tin; sister and brother-in-law Carol Ahonen and 
Eugene Randa.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.
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G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-844-588-6535. (mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, nocost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-855 
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying 
for your service, call now for 
a free quote and see how 
much you can save! 1-866-
472-7954. (mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof! 
Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of 
Max, Paramount +, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and Cin-
emax included. Choice pack-
age $84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to con-
nect to the right provider. 

Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, 
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan 
that fits your budget! Call: 
1-877-743-7971(mcn)
AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands 
behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. 
Call 1-888-770-8025. Have 
zip code of property ready 
when calling! (mcn)
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 Classified Order Form
Name _________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________

City ___________________________ State  ________ Zip _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.
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PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words ________________

Rate per Word x _______________

Additional Costs + ______________

Total Per Week ________________

Number of Weeks x _______________

TOTAL COST OF AD ________________

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the 
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Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-
5574. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 1-855-315-1216. 
(mcn)
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 
18 months! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-855-315-1330. (mcn)
YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability benefits if you have 
are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care 
for a healthcondition that 
prevents you from working 
for a year or more. Call now! 
1-888-924-0449. (mcn)

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-577-1268. (mcn)
Safe Step. North Americas 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • Safe repair 
a n d  l o c k e d 
safes opened  
•  Heavy  and 
light duty gun 
safes and vault 
doors on hand 
• High security 
safes for gold 
and silver • 320-
360-5431 
w53

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT advertising which is decep-
tive, fraudulent, or which might otherwise violate the law.

                                     Week of February 16, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED TO BUY

YAHUAH’S FESTIVALS
 SCRIPTURE OBEDIENT PEOPLE

are invited to almighty Yahuah’s 3 
annual sacred festivals: Passover, 
April 12-18; Shabuoth, June 1st; 
Tabernacles, October 7-14. Prov-
erbs 6:23 Ministry 218/533-6029

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash off er and get paid. 
Get your fair cash off er today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

GET DISH 
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free 
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand 
movies, plus limited time up to $600 
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 

BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621 

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution fo� any-
one who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506 

YOUR AD HERE! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 1.3 million readers!!! 

612-332-8844

STATEWIDE REACH! 
One phone call & only $279

to reach a statewide audience 
of 1.3 million readers!!! 

612-332-8844

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 2/16/2025 North

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt25

Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.
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Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
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Donate Your Vehicle
Call (833) 937-2593 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

833-937-2593
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or recreational vehicles 

due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (833) 937-2593.
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Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. 
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may 
apply. This offer expires 3/31/25. Each dealership is independently owned and 
operated. **Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify/
Participating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

(833) 618-1178CALL 
NOW

 $1000 OFF*

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2025

0% Interest 
For 18 Months**

$1500 OFF when financing 
with remodelingloans.com**

OR

OR

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction 
Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. 
If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, 
pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies 
notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.844.907.2386
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 4/30/2025 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or other 
unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today: 

+1 (866) 552-0649

SEE HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE 

BOGO
40% OFF

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase

ENDS 4/30

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

855-502-6514
Electronic 
Tax Filing
Available

Dale R. MoRRis, CPa
214 - 1st Ave. NW  •  Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm;  or by appointment
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-839-3371 Call 218-839-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices!

Keep Cozy Keep Cozy 
with Spray with Spray 

FoamFoam
 Insulation! Insulation!

HUNGRY? Stop In for Our Daily Specials:

Thursday: All-You-Can-Eat

                      Broasted ChickenBroasted Chicken
Friday: All-You-Can-Eat

     Fish FryFish Fry
Saturday: All-You-Can-Eat Flying FlapjacksFlying Flapjacks 
       8 a.m.- 11 a.m.

Sunday: CrepesCrepes 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

Indoor Pickleball Courts
 Open 8 a.m.-8 p.m. daily 

 $20 for 4 for 2 hours 

Thursday 4-8 p.m. • Fri. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m
Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Pool Closed until March 1
 for maintenance

We apologize for any inconvenience.We apologize for any inconvenience.

Reserve Your Vacation Home!
4-Bedroom, 4 bath Golf Course Cottages

Shop at 

Your family’s 
sanctuary on 

the greens

Maintenance-Free Living!Maintenance-Free Living!

 ruttgers.com/own

20% off
 All Travel Clothing

The Friends of the Brain-
erd Public Library announce 
that on Monday, March 3, 
12:00 noon to 1:00 p.m., 
Timothy Cochrane will dis-
cuss his book, “Making the 
Carry: The Lives of John 
and Tchi-Ki-Wis Linklater.” 
The award-winning book is 
an extraordinary illustrated 
biography of a Métis man 
and Anishinaabe woman 
navigating great changes 
in their homeland along 
the U.S.–Canada border 
in the early twentieth cen-
tury. John Linklater, of 
Anishinaabeg, Cree, and 
Scottish ancestry, and his 
wife, Tchi-Ki-Wis, of the 
Lac La Croix First Na-
tion, lived in the canoe 
and border country of 
Ontario and Minnesota 
from the 1870s until 
the 1930s. During that 
time, the couple experi-
enced radical upheavals 
in the Quetico–Superior 
region, including the 
cutting of white and red 
pine forests, the creation 
of Indian reserves/res-

ervations and conservation 
areas, and the rise of towns, 
tourism, and mining. With 
broad geographical sweep, 
historical significance, and 
biographical depth,  “Mak-
ing the Carry”  tells their 
story, overlooked for far 
too long.

Timothy Cochrane was 
superintendent at Grand 
Portage National Monument 
for twenty years, where 
he worked closely with 
the Grand Portage Band of 
Anishinaabeg and the tribal 

council. His books include 
“A Good Boat Speaks for 
Itself: Isle Royale Fishermen 
and Their Boats” and “Gi-
chi Bitobig, Grand Marais: 
Early Accounts of the An-
ishinaabeg and the North 
Shore Fur Trade,” both from 
University of Minnesota 
Press, and “Minong: The 
Good Place—Ojibwe and 
Isle Royale.” “Making the 
Carry” won the 2024 Em-
ilie Buchwald Award for 
Minnesota Nonfiction from 
the Minnesota Book Awards 
and the 2024 Northeastern 
Minnesota Book Award for 
Nonfiction.

This  presenta t ion i s 
sponsored by the Friends of 
the Brainerd Public Library 
through their volunteer and 
fundraising efforts. No reg-
istration is required, and all 
are welcome.

For more information, 
con tac t  the  l ib ra ry  a t 
218-829-5574 or visit the 
Friends of the Library’s 
Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/Friendsofthe-
brainerdpubliclibrary.

Cochrane to discuss award-winning 
book at the Brainerd Public Library

munities across our state. 
That said, major reform is 
needed statewide instead of 
special treatment for just the 
green energy industry,” said 
Heintzeman. “Minnesota 
employees and job creators 
deserve a permitting process 
that is efficient and easy to 
follow not only for the green 
energy sector, but also for 
other important industries 
like mining, housing, con-
struction, manufacturing, and 
more.”

House File 8 was referred 
to the Workforce, Labor, and 
Economic Development Fi-
nance and Policy Commit-
tee where it awaits its next 
hearing. 

Republican Senator Justin 
Eichorn (R-Grand Rapids) 
echoed the effort. “We need 

to work together to get the 
wheels of industry moving in 
this state again,” Eichorn said.

“Minnesota has lost thou-
sands of jobs to more compet-
itive states and that shouldn’t 
happen–we have the best 
workforce in America. Per-
mitting reform has been talked 
about for a long time, and 
this year we have one of the 
strongest coalitions I’ve seen 
thus  far, so it’s time to get the 
ball rolling and the wheels 
turning.” House File 8 was 
referred to the Workforce, 
Labor, and Economic Devel-
opment Finance and Policy 
Committee where it awaits its 
next hearing.

Eichorn reported that re-
forms are needed across all 
industries in Minnesota. Dem-
ocrats passed limited reforms 

in 2024 which focused solely 
on green energy projects to 
ease compliance with  ex-
treme, costly energy mandates 
further illustrating the need to 
make Minnesota’s regulatory 
environment more friendly.  

In a press release Eichorn 
cited a  Minnesota Cham-
ber of Commerce report, 
between 2020-2022, Min-
nesota lost over $6 billion in 
net expansion investments to 
other states, including  over 
4,500 jobs. Locally, Huber 
Engineered Wood announced 
in 2023 it would cancel its 
plans to build an oriented 
strand board (OSB) facility 
in Cohasset emphasizing the 
need to ease the burdensome 
regulatory process to expand 
economic growth in Minne-
sota.  

Streamlining permitting process | Continued from Page 3
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