
KidShow
Coloring 
Contest

page 19

2025 Guide
to Area

Summer 
Camps

MARCH 2025



 2  COUNTY KIDS  MARCH 2025

A Developing Parent is a Better Parent
For a long time I have attributed my 

children’s positive psychological devel-
opment to a combination of luck and 
some inexplicable magic. After all, I had 
a unique and complicated upbringing 
and lacked experience with children. 
Heck, I didn’t even have a mother! So, 
how was I supposed to have a clue what 
to do? Somehow I did it, but I’ve always 
believed it was some kind of miracle.

As my children navigate their ‘adult-
ing years’, I have watched them tackle 
so many things and I couldn’t be more 
proud of how they continue to grow and 
learn. On the contrary, I meet many 
people twice their age who have not yet 
matured and struggle with the same 
problems they have had all their lives. 
One of those people is their own father, 
with whom they unfortunately do not 
have a good relationship. Two of them do 
not have a relationship with him at all, 
and that’s not because we didn’t try.

There is no such thing as a “perfect” 
parent; we aren’t going to do everything 
right. But if anything, I strongly believe 
self-awareness plays a key part in doing 
our best. I have come to realize that my 
success with my kids was not a matter of 
chance. It stemmed from several factors 
that were in my control, one of them 
being the most crucial; personal growth. 
I have always been a humble individual, 
constantly evolving and learning from 
my mistakes. We have all heard the 
‘apple/tree’ analogy. It’s likely you have 
also heard the phenomenon ‘breaking 
the cycle’. If we are broken and remain 
broken, our kids will be too (so will our 
relationships). If we have the courage 
to hold ourselves accountable and learn 
to be better, that’s where the real magic 
happens.

There is a misconception that kids (of 
any age) are naive or unintelligent. This 
couldn’t be further from the truth. Chil-
dren are often far more perceptive than 
adults give them credit for and they have 
incredible intuition. They are using their 
intellect and gut instincts every day. 

They see and they know, but sometimes 
as parents our knee-jerk reaction is to 
protect our own ego, so we avoid difficult 
discussions (or admitting fault).

I’ve always long been an advocate of 
the “live and let live” philosophy; never 
been one to dictate others’ actions un-
less they ask for guidance. Similarly, I’ve 
never believed there is a single “right” 
or “wrong” way to parent, as long as 
children are thriving. But (and it’s a big 
but) if you are struggling with a “diffi-
cult” child, I would ask that you resist the 
urge to fix them, without first examin-
ing your own behavior.  After being in 
the trenches, and not without some big 
missteps, I’m still respected and trusted 
by my kids. That’s important, because 
respect and trust are fundamental for 
solid loving relationships.  I can look 
back and know that when I did my best, 
my children’s positive development was 
a direct reflection of my own personal 
development. When I did my worst, 
they did not benefit at all and were more 
difficult. When kids exhibit challenging 
behaviors, it is often more due to their 
surroundings than it is about them.

I’m no psychologist, and there are 
always variables to every problem, but 
I believe hands-down that the most 
significant factor in a child’s successful 
development is a parent’s commitment 
to self-improvement. I am not saying it’s 
always the parent’s fault, But I am saying 
that if we don’t stop to evaluate how (or 
if) we are contributing to the issue, we 
don’t likely have all the facts, therefore 
likely won’t  find the whole solution. 
Ideal parenting includes acknowledg-
ing your role in the dynamic and asking 
yourself, “Where do I come in here?” 
(That common phrase “it takes two” can 
be applied.)

It’s almost never too late. Your back-
ground, past mistakes, or perceived 
shortcomings in the present do not 
matter. What matters is your awareness 
and your willingness to own them, and 

SEE PAGE 16

Medallion featuring the sign entering Downtown Willoughby at Erie St. & Rt. 20
Limited Edition, Authorized by the Rod Serling Family.

CALL TO GET YOURS NOW! $20.00
Perfect Christmas Gift or for any Occasion!
Call 440-223-6138 for more info. Proceeds go toward City of Willoughby improvements in the City of

Willoughby! Also available at the Willoughby City Hall Recreation Dept. and Willoughby Senior Center

WILLOUGHBY LIONS CLUB

Ready, Set,
Adventure!
Sign her up for a

lifetime of memories
this summer at
Girl Scout Camp.
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Mark your calendars! Northeast Ohio’s 
most popular and longest-running free 
event for kids, the KidShow, is returning 
to Great Lakes Mall on Saturday, March 
22, from 11 AM to 6 PM for its 26th year! 
Every year, thousands of families from 
across the region flock to this must-at-
tend event to discover valuable resources 
for kids’ products and services.

Whether you’re a business looking to 
connect with parents or a family search-
ing for fun, services, or products, the Kid-
Show has something for everyone.  And, 
of course, kids will have a blast with all 
the exciting activities and entertainment 
lined up!
Don’t Miss These Featured Attractions:
• Kids Activity Counter (located at the 

top of the Food Court)
• Meet the Author Area sponsored by 

Mentor Public Library (top of the Dil-
lard’s Concourse)

• Face Painting
• Ongoing Stage Entertainment (near 

Dick’s Sporting Goods concourse)
• Busy Bees Pottery & Arts Studio Back-

yard Play Area
• Scavenger Hunt throughout the exhibi-

tors, presented by Willoughby-Eastlake 

Public Library
• Free Goody Bags (grab yours at the 

registration center near the Food 
Court, sponsored by Outback Auto 
Wash)

• Free Green Screen Photos sponsored 
by Ohio’s Center for Oral Facial Im-
plant Surgery

• Fun Spot with tons of activities for the 
kids

• Character Meet & Greet presented by 
Children at Play Edutainment – 11AM 
Elmo, 12PM Paw Patrol/Marshall, 1PM 
Paw Patrol/Chase, 2PM Sonic, 3PM 
Gabby’s Dollhouse, 4PM Peppa Pig, 
5PM Paw Patrol/Skye (in front of Bath 
& Body Works)
Get ready for an unforgettable day 

of family fun—and the best part? It’s 
FREE!  Visit www.KidShowInfo.com for 
full details, including the complete en-
tertainment schedule.
Want to Get Involved? 
For exhibitor registration or more infor-
mation, contact KidShow producer Patty 
Perry of ProMark at 440-974-1198.  
Exhibitor registration can also be found 
online at www.KidShowInfo.com under 
“Exhibit at the KidShow.”

Get Ready for ONE Epic Day at the KidShow! 
KidShow is Back at Great Lakes Mall on Saturday, March 22!

Event held throughout the Great Lakes Mall in Mentor!
One BIG day for One REALLY BIG Event!

Northeast Ohio’s
Best FREE Kids Event!
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Event Producer PROMARK ENTERPRISES, LLC • TO EXHIBIT CALL 440-974-1198 / pat@usepromark.com
KIDSHOWINFO.COM

mimi
Print &Digital Marketing

®think local

One BIG day for One REALLY BIG Event!

Saturday, March 22 • 11am -6pm

Best FREE Kids Event!

Saturday, March 22 • 11am
NEW THIS YEAR
Character

Meet & Greet Spot
kids meet your favorite characters
and get your picture taken! Activities • Exhibitors • Entertainment

Fee $40
(After 4/15 $45)

Presented by the Junior Women’s Club of Mentor
A Safety Awareness Program

For Children ages 4-5-6

Morning and Afternoon Classes
9:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
12:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

Dates
Session 1 ...... June 2nd - June 6th

Session 2 ...... June 9th - June 13th

Mail-in Registrations accepted
February 15, 2025 through April 15, 2025

Forms available at the Mentor Public Library or
visit our website at www.mentorjuniorwomen.org and download the form.

Ridge Elementary School
7860 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, Ohio
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Summer camp is something akin to a 
rite of passage for millions of youngsters 
each year. Many adults look back fondly 
on their experiences at summer camp, 
often crediting such times as formative 
periods in their lives.

Summer camp benefits children in 
myriad ways. Recognition of the many 
advantages of attending summer camp 

The benefits of attending summer camp
can serve as a great reminder of just 
how fun it can be for children to spend 
their time away from school at a camp of 
their choosing.

• Campers continue to socialize 
throughout summer. Socializing isn’t 
just for the school year. While children 
in high school might be independent 

SEE PAGE 16

SUMMER CAMPS 2025SUMMER CAMPS 2025
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Explore the world of forging through the Forging Foundation’s four-day Forge the 
Future Summer Camp. Students 11-15 years old will have the opportunity to tour a 
forging facility, participate in STEAM and team building activities, and learn how to 
forge. Plus, campers will get to take home their own forging!
The goal of Forge the Future Camp is to…
• Expose students to manufacturing and the forging industry at a young age.
• Engage students in hands-on activities related to STEAM, and more specifically - 

the forging industry.
• Create memorable experiences for children in the community.
• Educate both students and their families about manufacturing careers.
• Build the future of forging and keep the industry strong for the next generation!

2025 CLEVELAND CAMP SCHEDULE: 
July 14-17, 2025 • 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (ET) - all four days 

Cuyahoga Community College 
Advanced Technology Training Center 

3409 Woodland Ave., Cleveland, OH 44115
Breakfast and lunch will be provided. Campers will need their own transportation to 

and from camp.

Forge the Future Summer Camp

Fairmount Center for the Arts
Create a summer of fun and creativity for your child at Fairmount Center for 

the Arts! Fairmount offers summer camps incorporating dance, music, theatre, 
and the visual arts. Children have the opportunity to grow over 
the summer and explore the arts through thoughtfully curated 

half and full-day camp options. Camps are designed for children 
in preschool through 8th grade. Whether your child is a bud-

ding artist, an up-and-coming actor, an inspiring 
dancer, or simply looking to dig into the arts, we 

have a camp for them. 
Don’t miss out - registration today at 

fairmountcenter.org

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 15

Call 440-428-5913

RabbiRabbit Runt RunArt Camps
Campers get elbow deep in paint, pastels &
more as they create unique works of art.

Theater Camps
Have a blast learning all about theater
arts in a fun and traditional camp setting.

Summer Fun atSummer Fun at

Madison, OH
www.rabbitrun.org

Dance Classes
Tap, Jazz, Ballet, Creative Movement,
Adult Ballet, Adult Tap, Modern, Hip Hop

Ages 3 - 16

All ages
Ages 4 - 15

Camp dates to be announced soonAll agesPrivate Music Lessons
Piano, violin, cello, fiddle, woodwinds, brass
guitar, voice, percussion, beginning band

SEE OUR AD 

ON PAGE 5
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Camp Fitch is a Great Camp on a Great 
Lake with over 100 years of transform-
ing young lives. Located on 425 scenic 
acres along the shores of Lake Erie, our 
programs help kids aged 6–17 grow into 
confident, independent learners while 
connecting them with nature.

Guided by carefully selected, caring 
staff, campers build Friendships, Achieve 
new skills, and experience a powerful 
sense of Belonging (FAB). These transfor-
mative moments foster resilience, self-
confidence, and independence, making 
Camp Fitch a life-changing experience. 
Camper surveys consistently highlight 
making friends, connecting with counsel-
ors, and enjoying activities as their top 
reasons for returning.

Our traditional camp combines classic 
activities like rock climbing, archery, ca-
noeing, crafts, and mountain biking with 

Making Kids Better, Forever!
unique access to Lake Erie’s beach and 
two additional waterfronts. Specialized 
focus programs, including Adventure 
Trips, Computer Camp, Diabetic Camp, 
Farm, and Equestrian experiences, offer 
something for everyone.

Overnight sessions run weekly from 
June 15 to August 2, with many campers 
staying for multiple weeks. High reten-
tion and referral rates reflect the unfor-
gettable impact of our camp.

More than just a summer experience, 
Camp Fitch is a year-round community 
where kids thrive. Whether through 
outdoor adventures or meaningful con-
nections, we’re dedicated to making kids 
better, forever.

We invite you to visit and experience 
the magic of Camp Fitch for yourself!

Register today and give your child the 
opportunity of a lifetime!

GET READY FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE SUMMER 
filled with adventure, personal growth, and lasting friendships with 

Willoughby Parks & Recreation!
Our 2025 Youth Summer Camps are designed for kids ages 6+. Our camps are 

split into age specific groups to offer a unique blend of exciting activities, outdoor 
exploration, and off-site field trips that will inspire and empower every partici-
pant. Participants will be engaged in daily activities, crafts and more; we will 
attend weekly field trips and utilize our great city swimming pool.

Looking for a program/camp for your pre-k aged child? We also offer a 2 day 
per week camp for ages 4+; Mini Munchkin Camp!

We also have a variety of sport camps throughout the city, from baseball to soc-
cer, we’ve got you covered!

In addition to our great summer camp and program offerings, 
be sure to check out our events and programming at our Osborne 
Park Pool. Don’t forget about swim lessons!

Visit www.willoughbyohio.com for more information!

SUMMER
CAMPS
AND
CLASSES
FOR
ARTISTS
LIKE
YOU!

BECKCENTER.ORG | 216.521.2540

theater

music

visual arts

creative
arts therapies

BE A PART
OF THE
ARTS!

dance

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 11

SEE OUR AD 

ON PAGE 13

TRY A CLASS
FOR FREE!

Check out our weekly schedule online. Stop in anytime
and check out as many different programs as you’d like.

No reservation needed.
The first session in each program is free!

It’s that simple. No obligations!

Self Defense, Physical Fitness,
& Competition

6090 PINECONE DRIVE, MENTOR
440-358-9371 w OHIO-MMA.COM



MARCH 2025 COUNTY KIDS  7 

Making Kids Better, Forever!

Lakeshore Dance & Gymnastics of-
fers something for every age and skill 
level.  They strive to train the total ath-
lete in a family-friendly atmosphere. 

Their 27,000 square-foot facility is 
home to competitive teams, Prestige 
Dance Company & Prestige Gymnastics.

For summer 2025 Lakeshore has a 
few camp options! There will be both 
day camps & half-day camps for those 
7-12 years old, half-day camps for the 
kiddos 3.5 to 6.5 years old & specialty 
1-day camps along with skills clinics. 
Their websites CAMP tab has more 
info- Lakeshoregym.com

Lakeshore has two large dance 
studios with viewing windows and 
custom-built professional floors. From 
16 months to adults everyone can find 
a class to take! They have 4 competitive 
dance teams ranging from 4 years old 
to teens, that compete in all genres. 

Young gymnasts, preschool to school 
age, have their own training space, 
catering to each athlete with age-appro-
priate equipment. This year Lakeshore 
added homeschool & autism specific 
classes to their program.

Lakeshore offers boys and girls 
competitive gymnastics and rhythmic 
gymnastics.  Each team has a space de-
signed specifically for them! With a new 
state of the art in-ground foam pit for 
even more training opportunities!

At every age, Lakeshore’s quality facil-
ity, equipment, and professional staff, 
provide their athletes with a home away 
from home.

Owner, Irene Graber, is thankful for 
her dedicated staff and all the awesome 
Lakeshore families.

Lakeshore Dance and Gymnastics is 
located in Mayfield Village off of Wilson 
Mills Road at 760 Beta Drive, Suite G.

Register online at LakeshoreGym.com

Lakeshore Dance & Gymnastics

Millions of children spend a signifi-
cant portion of their summers at camp. 
The American Camp Association reports 
that 26 million children enroll in sum-
mer camp each year, and many of those 
youngsters make memories that last a 
lifetime while building lifelong friend-
ships along the way.

Camps have arguably become even 
more important in recent decades as 
more and more households have featured 
two working parents. Single-parent 
households also rely on summer camp to 
keep kids occupied and entertained while 
school is not in session and Mom or Dad 
is working. Such situations illustrate 
how important summer camp can be and 
underscore the significance of asking 
the right questions before enrolling a 
child in camp. In addition to inquiring 
about hours of operation, insurance and 
pricing, parents can ask the following 
questions before enrolling a child in sum-
mer camp.

What is the history of the camp?
A camp that has been in business for 

decades is not necessarily superior to one 
that opened more recently, but it’s still 
worth asking how long a camp has been 
around. It might be easier to determine if 
a given camp is what you’re looking for if 
it’s been around awhile. Such camps may 
have a significant number of Google re-
views and may even provide testimonials 
from past campers and parents. A camp 
that’s been around awhile also can share 
information regarding its return rate, 
which indicates the number of young-
sters who have come back each summer. 
A strong return rate can indicate campers 
enjoy their experiences each summer.
Who is eligible to attend camp?

Some camps restrict enrollment to 
youngsters within a predetermined age 
bracket, while others may be exclusive 
to legal residents of the town where the 
camp is being held. Eligibility is not only 

Questions to ask before enrolling in a summer camp

SEE PAGE 13

REGISTER NOW!

dublin.busybeesart.com

CREATIVECREATIVE
FUN ALLFUN ALL
SUMMERSUMMER
LONG!LONG!

POTTERYPOTTERY
CLAYCLAY
GLASSGLASS
MOSAICSMOSAICS
CANVASCANVAS
& MORE!& MORE!

REGISTERREGISTER
NOW FORNOW FOR
WEEKLYWEEKLY
SESSIONSSESSIONS

LIMITED
SPACES!

U M E R A R T M PS UUUUMMMM EEEERRRR AAAARRRRTTTT C MMMMPPPPS U M M E R A R T C A M P

REGISTER ONLINE ATREGISTER ONLINE AT

MENTOR.BUSYBEESART .COM/KIDS-CAMPMENTOR.BUSYBEESART .COM/KIDS-CAMP

FOR AGESFOR AGES

6 YEARS6 YEARS

TOTO

14 YEARS14 YEARS

SEE OUR AD ON PAGE 11

SEE OUR AD 
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Summer is just around the corner, and it’s time to 
start planning your girl’s next big adventure. The 
best part is - all girls are welcome — no Girl Scout 
experience necessary! Girl Scouts are a force of 
nature. They were meant for outdoor adventures. 
Your girl is ready to rediscover the world – to 
disconnect from technology and embrace the 
freedom of the woods, the sky, and water. From 
Overnight Camps, Day Camps, Family Camps, 
Travel, to Educational and STEM Camps – there is 
something for EVERY girl. We also have week-
long resident camps at Camps Ledgewood and 
Timberlane. And with classes ranging from ar-
chery, low ropes, campfire cooking, and exploring 
nature, your girl will experience everything that 
makes camp feel like camp. Girl Scout camp gives 
girls an opportunity to grow, explore, and have 
fun under the guidance of caring, trained adults. 
If she loves the water, Splish Splash may be her 
perfect Day Camp, but if she loves nature, maybe 
Friends of the Forest is the perfect Week-long Day 
Camp for the girl who’s eager to learn about ani-
mals and their native habitats! Whichever camp 
themes she chooses, fun is sure to follow! 
For more information visit gsneo.org/
summercamp or call Customer Care at 
800.852.4474. 

Girl Scouts are a 
force of nature Hawken Day Camps provide a variety of excit-

ing and challenging activities led by experienced 
professionals. While your child enjoys a four or six-
week session, you’ll rest assured knowing he or she 
is in a safe, nurturing environment that includes 
daily hot lunches, optional transportation, and pre- 
and after-care services. 

Camp offerings include Hawklings (ages 4–5), 
Boys or Girls Day Camps (prekindergarten–grade 
5), Boys Sports Camp (grades 4–8), and Girls Life-
time Adventure Camp (Grades 4–8).

Passport Camps offer unique week-long, full and 
half-day opportunities to learn, create, and explore. 
Families can piece together a summer of courses or 
choose a one-week adventure. Camp topics include 
science; the performing and visual arts; design and 
construction; leadership; cooking; world language 
and culture; games, sports, and fitness; technol-
ogy and creativity; makerspace innovations; and 
mythology, mystery, and adventure.

Hawken Athletics Camps offer skill-driven 
instruction for campers seeking to improve their 
skills in soccer basketball, lacrosse, football, field 
hockey, tennis, and volleyball. 

This year, Hawken will be running several camps 
for students entering grades 5-8 at the Mastery 
School of Hawken in University Circle. Students 
can choose from Improv Comedy, Sports and Lead-
ership, Mechatronics, and Health Sciences.

Hawken offers a variety of Summer Programs

Discover Animal Camp
Animal Camp is a unique farm day 

camp experience for kids ages 5-13. 
Since 2006 we have honed an interactive 
self-directed, technology free experi-
ence for the children of our community. 

Kids enjoy and explore farm animals (horses, cows, 
goats, bunnies, chickens, dogs, and cats) participate in 
horseback riding (weather permitting), an end-of-week 
trail ride, crafts, games, cooling off in the Chagrin River 
which is both shallow and located on the property, and 
“Feed-em-Friday” when kids are permitted to bring 
apples and carrots to feed the animals. We offer 11 
individual sessions during June, July, & August from 
9:00-4:30. Campers are welcome to participate in one, 

SEE PAGE 11

GETLOST
INTHERIGHT

DIRECTION
DAYCAMP2025

WESTENDY
Willoughby
440.946.1160

CENTRALY
Painesville
440.352.3303

EASTENDY
Madison
440.428.5125

www.lakecountyymca.org

SEE OUR AD 
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Hawken Day Camps provide a variety of excit-
ing and challenging activities led by experienced 
professionals. While your child enjoys a four or six-
week session, you’ll rest assured knowing he or she 
is in a safe, nurturing environment that includes 
daily hot lunches, optional transportation, and pre- 
and after-care services. 

Camp offerings include Hawklings (ages 4–5), 
Boys or Girls Day Camps (prekindergarten–grade 
5), Boys Sports Camp (grades 4–8), and Girls Life-
time Adventure Camp (Grades 4–8).

Passport Camps offer unique week-long, full and 
half-day opportunities to learn, create, and explore. 
Families can piece together a summer of courses or 
choose a one-week adventure. Camp topics include 
science; the performing and visual arts; design and 
construction; leadership; cooking; world language 
and culture; games, sports, and fitness; technol-
ogy and creativity; makerspace innovations; and 
mythology, mystery, and adventure.

Hawken Athletics Camps offer skill-driven 
instruction for campers seeking to improve their 
skills in soccer basketball, lacrosse, football, field 
hockey, tennis, and volleyball. 

This year, Hawken will be running several camps 
for students entering grades 5-8 at the Mastery 
School of Hawken in University Circle. Students 
can choose from Improv Comedy, Sports and Lead-
ership, Mechatronics, and Health Sciences.

Hawken Summer Studies Program, open 
to public and private school students, is a 
six-week program of credit and enrichment 
for students entering grades 6–12. Subject 
offerings include courses in the humanities, 
science, mathematics, history, health studies, 
and SAT/ACT strategies.

Come join the fun! Camps run at varying 
intervals between June and August. For more 
information, contact summerprograms@
hawken.edu, 440.423.2940, or visit www.
hawken.edu/summer.

Hawken Summer Programs
In Gates Mills and Lyndhurst

(440) 423-2940
www.hawken.edu/summer

Hawken offers a variety of Summer Programs

AT THE WILLOUGHBY-EASTLAKE PUBLIC 
LIBRARY, you’ll find a wide variety of educational 
resources, databases and digital services, upcoming 
programs and events, and much more! 

To learn more about everything the Willoughby-Eastlake Li-
brary has to offer, visit www.we247.org or stop by any of our four 
convenient locations:

Eastlake Public Library
36706 Lakeshore Blvd., Eastlake, 440-942-7880

Willoughby Public Library
30 Public Square, Willoughby, 440-942-3200

Willoughby Hills Public Library
35400 Chardon Rd., Willoughby Hills, 440-942-3362

Willowick Public Library
263 E. 305 St., Willowick, 440-943-4151

GETLOST
INTHERIGHT

DIRECTION
DAYCAMP2025

WESTENDY
Willoughby
440.946.1160

CENTRALY
Painesville
440.352.3303

EASTENDY
Madison
440.428.5125

www.lakecountyymca.org

SEE OUR AD 
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EXPERIENCE

SEE OUR AD 

ON PAGE  8
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Summer is a time for adventure, learning, and mak-
ing unforgettable memories—and the Lake County 
YMCA Day Camp delivers it all! Designed for kids of 
all ages, our day camp offers a fun, safe, and nurturing 
environment where children can explore their inter-
ests, build confidence, and create lifelong friendships.

At the YMCA, we believe every child deserves a 
summer filled with exciting activities and personal 
growth. From arts and crafts to swimming, team 
sports, and nature exploration, there’s something for 
everyone. Our experienced staff members are dedicat-
ed to fostering a sense of belonging and ensuring each 
camper has a positive and enriching experience.

In addition to fun and games, our programs focus 
on developing essential life skills, including team-
work, leadership, and problem-solving. Parents can 
feel confident knowing their children are engaged in a 
well-rounded program that promotes physical activity, 
creativity, and character development.

Conveniently located in Painesville, Madison and 
Willoughby along with flexible scheduling options, the 
Lake County YMCA Day Camp is the perfect solution 
for busy families. Our affordable rates and financial 
assistance programs make summer camp accessible 
to everyone. Join the Lake County YMCA Day Camp 
today by visiting lakecountyymca.org

 Lake County YMCA Day Camp

or multiple sessions. All activities are super-
vised by experienced counselors, many of 
whom are Animal Camp graduates! (Typical 
ratio camper to counselor 4:1) Horseback rid-
ing helmets are provided, sneakers or boots, 
water bottle, and lunch are required. Please 
email Krista with any questions, or informa-
tion requests. Like Rising River Farm on 
facebook to stay up to date on available expe-
riences and activities. Visitation of the farm 
is encouraged prior to the commencement of 
camp and may be scheduled via email. Rising 
River Corporation is a 501c-3 dedicated to 
Equine Education, Vocational opportunities, 
and horse rescue/sanctuary. The majority of 
the animals on the farm are rescue animals. 

Animal Camp: Hosted by Rising River 
Farm 6618 Chagrin River Rd., Chagrin 
Falls Ohio, 44022, 

khanimalcamp@gmail.com, 
RisingRiverCorp.net, 440-463-3146.

ANIMAL CAMP 
FROM PAGE 8

!EKAL TAERG A NO
PMAC TAERG A

!YADOT
RETSIGER

ACMY HCTIF PMACEXPERIENCE

SEE OUR AD 

ON PAGE  8



 12  COUNTY KIDS  MARCH 2025

SUMMERSUMMER
CAMA PSPCAMPS

MORE INFOF HEREMORE INFOHERE

REC CAMP ( AGES 7+) PRE-K CAMP (A( GES 3-6)

LAKESHOREGYM.COM

WEEK DAYS
10 AM - 4 PM

$280

WEEK DAYS
1 PM - 4 PM
$150

9:30 AM - 11:30 AM
$80

MAYFIELD, OHMAYFIELD, OH
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a significant variable in regard to determining who can 
and cannot attend a given camp; it’s also notable be-
cause parents may want their children to attend a camp 
that will feature some familiar faces. Attending camp 
alongside classmates or neighbors or teammates can 
calm kids’ nerves and make them more excited about 
going to camp each day in the summer. But camps open 
to children from other towns also can be beneficial 
by allowing children to expand their social networks 
beyond their own towns.
What is the experience of camp staff?

Camp directors and staff members spend a lot of time 
with campers each summer, so it’s important that par-
ents ask who these people are, how they’re trained and 
how much experience they have. No business can avoid 
employee turnover completely, so parents who hold out 
for a camp that’s had the same employees for decades 
will likely find themselves with an unhappy non-camper 
come the start of summer. But questions about turn-
over rate, training and the counselor selection process 
are viable questions to ask prior to enrolling a child in a 
particular camp.
What is the camp itinerary?

Kids might grow bored if camp features the same itin-
erary each day, and parents might feel such camps are 
not worth the investment. Ask about the typical camp 
itinerary, including field trips, daily activities, special 
events, and entertainment. The more entertaining and 
fun a camp is, the more likely youngsters are to love 

Beck Center for the Arts, located in 
Lakewood, is the place to enjoy creating arts experiences. 
From classes for all ages, all skill levels, all abilities, we 
welcome you into our theater, dance, visual arts, and music 
programs. Creative Arts Therapies assists those with dis-
abilities and special needs in adapted arts classes and les-
sons. From free visual arts exhibitions, great for all ages, 
to the new outdoor pocket park, you are invited to the 

Beck Center campus to express yourself. 
Find out more about professional theater 
productions, youth theater productions, 
dance performances, and arts education 
programs at BeckCenter.org.

spending time there.
Is physical activity part of the camp?

Many students attend academic camps or camps 
where they learn to play music or further their 
existing skils. But parents know that physical 
activity is a vital component of a healthy lifestyle 
and a great way to make the best of the summer 
sun. When considering a specialty offering like 
band camp or STEM camp, ask about what role, if 
any, physical activity plays in a typical day.

Summer camps will be up and running before 
parents know it. Asking the right questions can 
help parents identify the best camp for their 
children. 

QUESTIONS FROM PAGE 7
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Mike Moran Basketball Camps
June 16–20 & June 23–27 • 9:00 am–3:15 pm

Camp Fee $195
Early Bird Fee $180 for campers registering by May 1, 2025

Each camper receives a camp T-shirt
For more info and/or to register please visit

www.morancamps.com or call (440) 338-8092

Indoor Links
Monday–Friday, 9 am–4 pm • $28/hour | $15/half hour
Monday–Friday pm–close $38/hour | $20/half hour

Saturday & Sunday $38/hour | $20/half hour
Contact Bob Dame for tee times or any questions.

440-602-4000 ext. 229 | BDAME@LNSPORTSPARK.COM

Lil Kickers & Skills Institute
WINTER SESSION (THROUGH 3/8/25)

REGISTRATION STILL OPEN!
SPRING SESSION (12WEEKS)
Registration opens February 10, 2025

• Youth soccer development program
• 50-minute classes, one day a week
(Tuesdays, Thursdays, or Saturdays)
• Ages 18 months–12 years old

• Payment plan available! • Register anytime
Cost: Kickers $17.50/class • Skills $19.50/class

Contact Paul Liotta | PLIOTTA@LNSPORTSPARK.COM

Lil Sluggers
SPRING SESSION (12WEEKS)
Registration opens February 10, 2025

• Nationally franchised youth baseball development program
• 50-minute classes, one day a week (Tues, Thurs, or Sat)

• Ages 2–6 years old • Payment plan available! • Register anytime
Cost: $17.50/class

Contact Noah Koscho | NKOSCHO@LNSPORTSPARK.COM

Try a class
for FREE or

register today
online!

38630 Jet Center Dr., Willoughby
North of Rt. 2 off Lost Nation Road

440-602-4000
www.LNSportsPark.com

Indoor Sports and Fun
at LNSP East!

Birthday Parties
Custom design your own birthday party package!

Includes your choice of sports activities, plus exclusive use of our party room. Sports
include soccer, baseball, batting cages, basketball, virtual reality golf and volleyball.
Contact Marilyn for pricing options and more info.

MARILYN@LNSPORTSPARK.COM or 440-602-4000 ext. 223

NOW
OPEN!amps

2025
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Creative fun all 
summer long! Busy 

Bees Summer Art Camp is the place for 
the kids to “bee” this summer!

Parents looking for “that something 
different” for their creative kiddos should 
check out the summer camps offered by 
the Busy Bees Pottery & Arts Studio in 

Great Lakes Mall.
Since 2015, the studio 

has provided a cheer-
ful creative outlet for 
school-aged children 

to explore and create throughout the 
summer. “Within the camps, our instruc-
tors take kids on a journey, exploring our 
mediums, from paint your own unfin-
ished bisque pottery pieces to mosaics, 
canvas painting, glass fusing, clay hand 
building, and board art,” says owner Beth 
Brinton. “There’s really nothing as special 
as seeing a child’s face light up when they 
finish creating something.” 

Beth and her artsy staff have come 
up with a range of half-day and full-
day camps to appeal to kids ages six to 
12. Running the second week of June 
through the first week of August, each 
day of the week focuses on a special medi-
um and theme! The Summer Art Counsel-

ors are an incredible group of people who 
love sharing and exploring the arts with 
our local youth. All counselors are First 
Aid certified and are background checked.

“The kids will create one to three pieces 
of artwork each day during the camps,” 
says Beth. “And their pottery, or clay or 
glass pieces will be kiln fired at the studio 
which is a really unique experience for the 
kids. Non-fired projects such as canvases, 
candles, and mosaics will be available for 
the kids to explore as well.

Busy Bees Pottery & Art Studio is locat-
ed in the heart of Great Lakes Mall, near 
the Fuji Japanese Steakhouse entrance, 
at 7850 Mentor Avenue, in Mentor. You 
should book parties in advance, but for 
regular art projects, walk- ins are always 
welcome. Register for summer camps 
online. 

The studio is open seven days a week, 
Monday through Thursday, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Friday, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.; Saturday, 11a.m.-7 
p.m.; Sunday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. For more in-
formation, call 440-571-5201 or visit www.
Mentor.BusyBeesArt.com. From ceramic and 
hand-built pottery to glass fusing, paint-
ing, jewelry making and more, you can get 
creative and have a lot of fun at Busy Bees 
Pottery and Arts Studio.

Busy Bees offers Creative fun 
all summer long! 

Our approach here at the GriffonRawl MMA Academy is simple, “If it 
doesn’t work, we don’t teach it”. All of our programs are not only designed 
to benefit those who intend to compete, but are also designed to teach Self-
Defense while getting you in shape. Mixed Martial Arts is currently one of 
the fastest growing sports in the world today! However, do not be fooled, the 
styles we teach have proven their effectiveness inside and outside of the ring 

time and time again. Competing is not a mandatory requirement 
for attending any of our classes. Competitions we currently com-
pete in are Muay Thai, Boxing, Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, & MMA.

We are one of the premier MMA Academy’s in the state of 
Ohio.  We stay very active as a team and compete a minimum 
of at least once every month. Our gym is not just for fighters 

however and we welcome beginners who are just looking for a chance to train 
in the arts we teach to get in shape, learn to fight to be able to defend them-
selves, and or just want to have a lot of fun.

TRY A CLASS FOR FREE!  Stop in anytime and check out as many 
different programs as you’d like. No reservation needed.  The first 
session in each program is free.  It’s that simple!  No obligations!

We are located at 6090 Pinecone Drive in Mentor. You can reach us at  
440-358-9371 or check us out on Facebook or on our website at 

 www.ohio-mma.com.

GriffonRawl 
Combat Sports & Fitness

Mike Moran Basketball Camps
June 16–20 & June 23–27 • 9:00 am–3:15 pm

Camp Fee $195
Early Bird Fee $180 for campers registering by May 1, 2025

Each camper receives a camp T-shirt
For more info and/or to register please visit

www.morancamps.com or call (440) 338-8092

Indoor Links
Monday–Friday, 9 am–4 pm • $28/hour | $15/half hour
Monday–Friday pm–close $38/hour | $20/half hour

Saturday & Sunday $38/hour | $20/half hour
Contact Bob Dame for tee times or any questions.

440-602-4000 ext. 229 | BDAME@LNSPORTSPARK.COM

Lil Kickers & Skills Institute
WINTER SESSION (THROUGH 3/8/25)

REGISTRATION STILL OPEN!
SPRING SESSION (12WEEKS)
Registration opens February 10, 2025

• Youth soccer development program
• 50-minute classes, one day a week
(Tuesdays, Thursdays, or Saturdays)
• Ages 18 months–12 years old

• Payment plan available! • Register anytime
Cost: Kickers $17.50/class • Skills $19.50/class

Contact Paul Liotta | PLIOTTA@LNSPORTSPARK.COM

Lil Sluggers
SPRING SESSION (12WEEKS)
Registration opens February 10, 2025

• Nationally franchised youth baseball development program
• 50-minute classes, one day a week (Tues, Thurs, or Sat)

• Ages 2–6 years old • Payment plan available! • Register anytime
Cost: $17.50/class

Contact Noah Koscho | NKOSCHO@LNSPORTSPARK.COM

Try a class
for FREE or

register today
online!

38630 Jet Center Dr., Willoughby
North of Rt. 2 off Lost Nation Road

440-602-4000
www.LNSportsPark.com

Indoor Sports and Fun
at LNSP East!

Birthday Parties
Custom design your own birthday party package!

Includes your choice of sports activities, plus exclusive use of our party room. Sports
include soccer, baseball, batting cages, basketball, virtual reality golf and volleyball.
Contact Marilyn for pricing options and more info.

MARILYN@LNSPORTSPARK.COM or 440-602-4000 ext. 223

NOW
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Forge the Future
Summer Camp

Explore the world of forging through the Forging Foundation’s
four-day Forge the Future Summer Camp. Students 11-15
years old will have the opportunity to tour a forging facility,
participate in STEAM and team building activities, and learn how
to forge. Plus, campers will get to take home their own forging!

July 14-17, 2025
9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. (ET) – all four days

Cuyahoga Community College
Advanced Technology Training Center
3409 Woodland Ave, Cleveland, OH 44115

Registration Fee: $75 per student
Register online at
www.forging.org/CAMPOH25

Questions?
Please contact Amanda Dureiko, Director
Foundation and Workforce Development, at
amanda@forging.org or call 216-781-6260.

Visitation:
Animal Camp visits will be offered on an individual basis.
Visitation must be scheduled with limited availability.

Rising River Farm
6618 Chagrin River Rd., Chagrin Falls, OH 44022

Animal Camp 2025
The Best Camp Ever!
Is celebrating its 19th year and we are
inviting you to be part of the fun!!

Features:
Horseback riding, playing with rabbits,
goats, chickens, cows and dogs. Plus crafts
and games all day long.

Visit us at:
www.risingrivercorp.net

Contact Us:
khanimalcamp@gmail.com
or 440-463-3146

For kids 5 to 13 years old
Camp hours 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

9 one week sessions

SEE OUR AD 
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enough to come and go with their friends during 
summer break, kids who are still in elementary 
school or middle school might not be old enough 
to handle such freedom. That can make it hard 
to stay in touch with friends, which in turn can 
contribute to feelings of boredom and loneliness. 
Camp provides ample opportunities for young 
children to socialize during a time of year when 
they might not see their school friends as often as 
they’re used to. 

• Campers can expand their horizons. Though 
some summer camps are exclusive to residents 
of certain communities, many tend to feature 
children from numerous towns or municipalities. 
Such camps provide an opportunity for camp-
ers to expand their horizons by engaging with 
youngsters who come from different backgrounds. 
Indeed, the Graduate School of Education at Har-
vard University notes that summer camp may be 
the first time children spend substantial amounts 
of time with people whose backgrounds differ 
from their own.

• Camp can get kids off their devices. Modern 
children are growing up in a digital world, and 
parents know how hard it can be to get kids to put 
down their devices and get outdoors. But the key 
to making that pivot could be access to outdoor 
play spaces. A 2025 study from researchers at the 
University of Michigan published in the journal 

Health and Place found that efforts to reduce 
kids’ screen time are more successful when chil-
dren are given a chance to play outside. Many 
summer camps are structured around outdoor 
play, making them a potentially invaluable ally 
as parents seek to help children cut back on the 
time they spend using their devices. Children 
who do not attend camp and live in households 
where both parents work or in single-parent 
households where Mom or Dad works may 
be forced to spend much of summer indoors, 
which could increase the frequency with which 
they turn to devices to occupy their time.

• Camp adds structure to summer days. Once 
a school year ends, the structure a school day 
provides vanishes into thin air. Couple that 
with extracurricular activities that go on hiatus 
during summer vacation, and kids accustomed 
to structure are left with little to do and no 
need to schedule their time. That can add an 
aimlessness to summer days. Camp can provide 
the structure kids are accustomed to but still of-
fer a break from responsibilities like homework 
or the commitments required of extracurricular 
activities.

There’s no shortage of benefits to enrolling 
youngsters in summer camp, where kids can 
socialize, grow and get off their devices while 
engaged in structured but stress-free activities. 

BETTER PARENT FROM PAGE 2BENEFITS OF SUMMER CAMP FROM PAGE 4
if need be, address them. If we can take responsibility for our own 
part, our children will respect us for doing so and bonds can be 
repaired. Kids are inherently forgiving, it comes naturally to them. 
As adults, we often lose this, especially when it comes to forgiving 
ourselves. 

I am not perfect, nor will I ever be. But raising my kids success-
fully was not a stroke of luck. I am a lifelong learner, committed to 
growth, and have taken responsibility for myself and my mistakes. 
This has preserved our bonds and, in doing so, shown them the 
way. They need not feel ashamed for being imperfect and they can 
always be better.

Summer programs for boys and girls ages 4-18Summer programs for boys and girls ages 4-18
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!!
To register and for full camp descriptions visit summer.hawken.edu

or contact us at 440-423-2940 or summerprograms@hawken.edu.

Hawken Summer Programs provide some of the best summer enrichment
opportunities in Greater Cleveland. Campers can choose from a broad menu of

programs that are specifically designed to be age-appropriate, fun, and worthwhile.

Day Camps • One-week Passport Camps • Mastery Camps
Athletics Camps • Summer Studies for Grades 6–12

Lyndhurst • Gates Mills • University Circle
summer.hawken.edu

IMAGINE SUMMER,

THINK HAWKEN!IMAGINE SUMMER,

THINK HAWKEN!
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MENTOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES
 Main Library 

 8215 Mentor Ave. Mentor, OH 44060 
 (440) 255-8811 

 Mentor-on-the-Lake
 5642 Andrews Rd. 

Mentor-on-the-Lake 44060 
 (440) 257-2512 

 Headlands 
 4669 Corduroy Rd. Mentor, OH 44060 

 (440) 257-2000
www.mentor.lib.oh.us

Spring Reading Challenge
Starting March 20  All Branches

Grow your mind this spring with the 
library’s Spring Reading Challenge — 
sponsored by Holden Forests & Gardens! 
Pick up a reading tree from one of Mentor 
Public Library’s branches. Each book read 
adds a leaf to the tree. Readers who com-
plete their tree by the summer solstice 
(June 20) will be entered into a drawing 
to win a 1-year membership to Holden 
Forests & Gardens.
Family Story Time Mondays at 10 a.m., 
starting March 10 Children’s Story Time 
Room, Main Branch Children will enjoy 
stories, songs and activities that promote 
early literacy and healthy development. 
Geared toward children aged two to six, 
but all ages are welcome. And story time 
ends with a parade!
Tiddlywinks Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
at 10 a.m., starting March 11 Children’s 
Story Time Room, Main Branch Kids (from 
birth to three years old) will love this 
interactive story time filled with stories, 
songs and rhymes.
Storytime Stars Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m., 

starting March 11 Lake Branch Kids (ages 
six month to five years) will enjoy stories, 
songs, rhymes and a craft. All children 
must be accompanied by an adult.
Preschool Story Time Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays at 11 a.m., starting March 11
Children’s Story Time Room, Main Branch
Kids (ages three to six) will enjoy stories, 
songs, rhymes and a craft. Children attend 
without an adult.
PJ Story Time Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., 
starting March 12 Children’s Story Time 
Room Main Branch Children can wear 
their snuggliest pajamas while they enjoy 
stories, songs, rhymes, a craft and a snack. 
All ages welcome. Children must be ac-
companied by an adult.
Itty Bitty Bookworms Storytime 
Thursdays at 11:30 a.m. Headlands Branch 
Enjoy a fun morning of stories, song, 
rhymes and a craft. Perfect for the Pre-K 
crowd. Due to limited space, registration 
is required.
Finger Paint Fridays Fridays from 10 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Headlands Branch Kids 
can explore their creativity with finger-
painting every Friday at the Headlands 
Branch. The library will provide paper, 
paint and aprons. This activity will largely 
be self-directed with limited assistance 
from staff. Registration is not required; 
but space is limited, so children may need 
to wait their turns.
Wiggle, Giggle & Shake Fridays at 10 
a.m., starting March 14 James R. Garfield 
Room, Main Branch Kids and caregivers 
will have fun clapping, marching and mov-
ing to music together. For ages two to six.
LEGO at the Library Saturday, March 1, 

at 11 a.m. James R. Garfield Room, Main 
Branch Kids (ages five to 12) can rock 
the blocks on the first Saturday of every 
month. No registration required.
Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss Monday, 
March 3, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Chil-
dren’s Area, Main Branch Families can 
celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday with games, 
activities and crafts inspired by his books 
and characters. No registration required.
Grab-n-Go Seasonal Crafts Monday, 
March 3 Lake Branch Kids can enjoy a 
seasonal craft to take and make at home, 
while supplies last.
Dr. Seuss Family Story Time Monday, 
March 3, at 10 a.m. James R. Garfield 
Room, Main Branch Celebrate Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday with a Seuss-pendous story 
time. Lots of Seussical fun. No registration 
required.
VolunTEENS Monday, March 3, at 3:30 
p.m. James R. Garfield Room, Main Branch
Teens (15 and older) can help the com-
munity and earn volunteer hours at the 
library. Contact the Adult Information 
Services Department for more info at 440-
255-8811 ext. 1.
Book-to-Movie Book Club Monday, 
March 3, at 4 p.m. Children’s Story Room, 
Main Branch New book club! Kids (ages 
eight to 12) will read part of a classic chil-
dren’s book, watch a snippet of the movie 
it inspired, and enjoy related activities. 
This month: “The Wild Robot” by Peter 
Brown. Registration required.
Spring Break Cups Tuesday, March 4, from 
3:30 to 6:30 p.m. The HUB Teens (ages 12 to 
17) can customize a cup using The HUB’s 
Cricut Maker. No registration required.
The Fine Arts Club Tuesday, March 4, at 4 
p.m. Children’s Story Room, Main Branch
Using history and hands-on experience, 
children (ages seven to 12) will learn 
about dance, theatre, poetry, painting 
and other forms of art. This month, the 
club will explore the Japanese poetry 
form of haiku. Registration required.
Pressed Flower Lanterns Tuesday, March 
4, at 6 p.m. Village Room, Main Branch
Teens (and adults) can make their own 
pressed flower lanterns using recycled 
Oui jars. Beautiful and easy to create! 
Registration required.
Travel Club — USA Wednesday, March 
5, at 4 p.m. Children’s Story Room, Main 
Branch Kids (ages six to 12) will enjoy 
crafts, activities and snack celebrating a 
different state each month. Kids can also 
collect a pin from that state. In March, 
the club visits Louisiana in time for Mardi 
Gras. Registration required.
Paws to Read Wednesday, March 5 Ses-

sions start at 6 and 6:30 p.m. Headlands 
Branch Kids who can read independently 
are invited to practice their reading skills 
in these 30-minute sessions with a 
licensed therapy dog. Perfect for the 
reluctant reader! Registration required.
Headlands Trivia Saturday, March 8, at 
noon Headlands Branch Kids can test 
their know-how and learn something 
new with a fun afternoon of trivia chal-
lenges. Signup required to play.
National Barbie Day Saturday, March 8, 
at 1 p.m. Village Room, Main Branch Kids 
(ages six to 12) can celebrate the iconic 
Barbie doll with creativity. Paint a 3D 
printed doll chair while watching “Barbie 
and the Three Musketeers.” Don’t forget 
to bring your favorite doll. Registration 
required.
ROBLOX Saturday Saturday, March 8, at 
2 p.m. Headlands Branch Join the library 
online or in-person for a different game 
from ROBLOX each month. Register to get 
in the game.
Next Level Video Game Club Saturday, 
March 8, at 2 p.m. Headlands Branch Kids 
(ages eight and older) can play games like 
Smash Brothers, Mario Kart and Nintendo 
Sports on Switch. They’re also welcome to 
bring their own portable device. Registra-
tion required.
Toddler Playdate Monday, March 10, at 
10 a.m. Lake Branch Connect with other 
families that have toddlers (ages 18 to 36 
months) and test drive toys from the li-
brary’s collection. No registration required.
Mentor-on-the-Lake Movie Night Mon-
day, March 10, at 6:30 p.m. Lake Branch 
Come watch “The Giver” based on the 
classic Lois Lowry book. Twelve copies of 
the graphic-novel version of “The Giver” 
will be raffled off at the conclusion of the 
movie. Registration required. The film is 
rated PG-13.
The Easter Bunny’s Green Screen 
Portraits Tuesday, March 11, from 3:30 to 
6:30 p.m. The HUB Use The HUB’s green 
screen to make a unique Easter portrait. 
Walk-in. All ages. No registration required.
Firehouse Friends Thursday, March 13, 
at 10 a.m. James R. Garfield Room, Main 
Branch Join Fireman Dan from Mentor 
Fire Department as he reads stories and 
offers tips on staying safe. No registration 
required.
Energy Explorers with NOPEC Friday, 
March 14, at 1 p.m. Village Room, Main 
Branch Kids (kindergarten through fourth 
grade) will enjoy hands-on activities to 
see how energy works. The Northeast 
Ohio Public Energy Council will bring its 
energy bike. Parents must sign a waiver 

Summer programs for boys and girls ages 4-18Summer programs for boys and girls ages 4-18
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To register and for full camp descriptions visit summer.hawken.edu

or contact us at 440-423-2940 or summerprograms@hawken.edu.

Hawken Summer Programs provide some of the best summer enrichment
opportunities in Greater Cleveland. Campers can choose from a broad menu of

programs that are specifically designed to be age-appropriate, fun, and worthwhile.

Day Camps • One-week Passport Camps • Mastery Camps
Athletics Camps • Summer Studies for Grades 6–12

Lyndhurst • Gates Mills • University Circle
summer.hawken.edu
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for kids to ride it. Registration required.
Egg Hatching at the Library March 17 
until the eggs hatch Children’s Area, Main 
Branch Beginning Monday, March 17, 
come visit the chicken eggs that will be 
hatching in the Children’s Area of Mentor 
Public Library’s Main Branch. The library 
will have an incubator set up and visitors 
may even get to see the eggs hatch. You 
can also follow the chicks’ progress on the 
library’s Twitch channel, twitch.tv/men-
torpubliclibrary. After the chicks hatch, 
they’ll stay at the library for about a week 
before relocating to their forever home.
Bluey Bash Monday, March 17, at 11 a.m.
Village Room, Main Branch Kids (ages 
two to six) can celebrate everything Bluey 
with crafts, activities and even snacks 
inspired by their favorite television show. 
Registration required.
 Thrills and Chills Teen Book Club 
Monday, March 17, at 6:30 p.m. Head-
lands Branch  The library’s book club for 
teens — with books selected by its club 
members! In February, they will read and 
discuss Robert Beatty’s “Serafina and 
the Black Cloak.” The club is open to 14- 
through 18-year-olds in ninth through 
12th grade. Registration required.
Sew Much Fun Tuesday, March 18, at 2 
p.m. James R. Garfield Room, Main Branch
Kids (ages eight to 12) can have fun learn-
ing how to sew and making a beginner-
level craft to take home. Registration 
required.
Craft-Tea Teens Wednesday, March 19, at 
2 p.m. Village Room, Main Branch Teens 
(in seventh through 12th grade) can cre-
ate a mini-garden while sipping on tea 
or hot cocoa. Supplies will be provided. 
Registration required.
Silly Bunny Wednesdays, March 19 or 
26, at 4 p.m. The HUB Kids (ages six to 11) 
can make a simple Wood Bunny with help 
from The HUB’s laser engraver. Registra-
tion required.
Kindergarten Readiness Workshop 
Thursday, March 20, at noon Village 
Room, Main Branch This 2-part seminar 
will be hosted by Sylvan Learning Center 
and MPL’s Children’s Department. During 
the first half hour, Sylvan staff will talk 
with caregivers to help them understand 
what it means for a child to be kindergar-
ten ready. Library staff will have activities 
for the kids to enjoy. For the second half, 
kids and caregivers will come together for 
more practical tips and fun activities. For 
kids (ages three to five,) along with their 
grownups. Registration required.
Bingo Club Thursday, March 20, at 4 p.m.
Children’s Story Time Room, Main Branch
Kids (ages seven to 12) can win prizes by 

playing bingo. Each month, the game 
will have a different theme. Registration 
required.
Spring Flower Handprints Thursdays, 
March 20 or 27, at 4 p.m. The HUB Kids 
(birth to 11) can create a cherished 
keepsake with their hands and a canvas. 
Registration required.
Elephant & Piggie Party Friday, March 
21, at 1 p.m. Lake Branch Kids (ages four 
to eight) can celebrate Elephant and Pig-
gie with stories, games, crafts and a snack 
inspired by Mo Willems’ popular series. 
Registration required.
Superhero Party — Good Manners 
Saturday, March 22, at 11 a.m. Village 
Room, Main Branch You don’t need to be 
Superman to have super manners! Kids 
(ages four to eight) can don their finest 
superhero attire while learning about 
polite words and dining manners from 
Miss Kimberlee from the Ohio Etiquette 
Factory. Registration required.
Galaxy Jars Tuesday, March 25, from 3:30 
to 6:30 p.m. The HUB Use The HUB’s laser 
engraver to make your own galaxy jar. All 
ages welcome. No registration required.
Taylor Swift Party Saturday, March 29, 
at 2 p.m. Village Room, Main Branch Kids 
(ages eight to 12) can enjoy a Taylor Swift 
party with crafts, singalongs and friend-
ship bracelets. Registration required. 

WILLOUGHBY-EASTLAKE PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES

Eastlake Public Library
36706 Lake Shore Blvd. Eastlake 44095

(440) 942-7880 x. 105
Willoughby Public Library

30 Public Sq. Willoughby, OH 44094
(440) 942-3200 x. 104

Willowick Public Library
263 E. 305 St. Willowick, OH 44095

(440) 943-4151 x. 116
(440) 516-0843 TTY

Willoughby Hills Public Library
35400 Chardon Rd. 

Willoughby Hills, OH 44094
(440) 942-3362

www.welibrary.info

LEGO Club Bring the whole family and 
join us for LEGO and Duplo playtime! All 
ages are welcome. Saturday, March 1, 
1:30 pm Willowick Public Library
Saturday, March 1, 10 am
Eastlake Public Library
Messy Monday Storytime Join us for 
Messy Monday Storytime, where kids 
ages 2-5 can dive into stories, explore 
hands-on activities, and enjoy a little 
messy fun! Mondays, March 3, 10, 17, 10 
am  Eastlake Public Library

Empowerment Circle: Presented by 
Forbes House Interactive discussions, 
educational presentations, and group 
activities. Ages 11-18.
Tuesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8, 
15, 22, 29, 3:45 pm
Willowick Public Library
Movement and Music  Join us for a fun 
Music and Movement program followed 
by an optional opportunity to socialize 
and play. Ages 2 -5. 
Friday, March 21, April 18, 3 pm  
Willowick Public Library 
Tuesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 6:30 pm
Willoughby Hills Public Library 
Tween & Teen Anime Awesomeness
Join us for a new anime each session. 
Draw, chat, snack, and have anime-zing 
time. Ages 10-18. Wednesdays, March 5 
and 19, 3:30 pm Willowick Public Library,
Family Playgroup Play, interact, and 
connect with other families!
Friday, March 7, 10 am 
Eastlake Public Library 
Friday, March 7, 10 am 
Willowick Public Library 
Adaptive Storytime Children of all 
ages & abilities are welcomed to this 
online interactive, inclusive storytime 
specifically designed to support varying 
developmental needs.
Zoom: Tuesday, March 4, 6 pm
In-Person: Tuesday, March 11, 6 pm
Eastlake Public Library 
Learn and Play Chess Club All ages and 
skill levels are welcome. Enjoy playing 
against people of various experience 
levels, in a friendly environment. An 
excellent opportunity to learn strategies 
and develop skills.
Saturday, March 8, 1 pm
Saturday, March 22, 12 pm  
Willoughby Public Library 
First Chapter Reading Club Join us 
for a reading and discussion group that 
introduces readers in grades 1 - 5 to dif-
ferent subjects and genres each month. 
Through read-alouds and group discus-
sion and play, we’ll help young readers 
find their next favorite book.
Monday, March 10, 6:30 pm 
Willoughby Public Library
Pete the Cat Leprechaun Party Join 
Pete the Cat and Miss Micki as we read a 
book, do a craft, and look for the lepre-
chaun’s pot of gold.vWednesday, March 
12, 6:30 pm Willoughby Public Library
Teen Homeschool: Food Bank Tour 
the Greater Cleveland Food Bank facility 
and learn about the organization’s mis-
sion and operations. Participants ages 
14+ may stay to volunteer by repack-

ing donations to make them easier to 
distribute. Presentation open to grades 
6-12 (ages 12-18). Volunteering open to 
grades 8-12 (ages 14-18).
Thursday March 13, 2 pm (presentation), 
3 pm (volunteering)
Willoughby Public Library
Tiny Art Show Reception We will reveal 
the tiny masterpieces created by par-
ticipants of the Tiny Art Show program. 
Attendees will vote for the “Crowd 
Favorite” artwork. All are welcome.
Wednesday, March 19, 6-7:30 pm
Willoughby Hills Public Library
BollyMoves: Dance & Culture Fun Join 
San’s Dance Vibes for a lively workshop 
where families will enjoy a vibrant per-
formance, learn fun dance moves, and 
explore Indian traditions through music 
and storytelling. Sat., March 22, 11 am 
Eastlake Public Library
Homeschool Scientist – Spring Join 
the Holden Arboretum for their Sprout-
ing Young Scientists program designed 
to educate early learners about plant 
science through literacy and language. 
Includes hands-on activities and instruc-
tion. Ages 4 - 6. Wed.ay, March 24, 2 pm
Willowick Public Library
Meet Julie: An American Girl Program   
American Girl fans in grades K - 6 are 
invited to join us for a celebration of 
Julie! We’ll learn more about Julie’s time 
period with a craft and activities. Chil-
dren are welcome to bring a favorite doll 
or stuffed animal. 
Tuesday, March 25, 4 pm 
Willoughby Hills Public Library
Preschool Playdough Party Each 
month will feature a different theme 
with various playdough activities for 
preschoolers ages 3 - 6 and caregivers.
Wednesday, March 26, 2 pm  
Willoughby Public Library,
Teen Karaoke Sing with friends and 
compete for the highest score, work 
together to harmonize and hit the right 
notes, show off your singing skills, and 
become the karaoke superstar you were 
born to be with Let’s Sing 2025 on the 
Library’s Nintendo Switch!
Wednesday, March 26, 4 pm
Willoughby Hills Public Library
How to Appeal to Colleges for More 
Financial Aid University Director of 
Financial Aid Jennifer Harpham will 
provide guidance for families on how to 
successfully appeal to colleges to get as 
much financial aid as possible. For new 
and returning students and their fami-
lies. Thursday, March 27, 6:30 pm  
Willoughby Public Library

PRIZES

Coloring Contest Entry Form

Child’s Name

Parent’s Name

Phone

Email

Address

City

State                                   Zip

Age Group (circle one):      4-6             7-10

Drop off completed entries at the March 22  KidShow at Great Lakes Mall 
in Mentor. Entries will be accepted at the KidShow Registration Center at 
the top of the Food Court or at the Michaels store across from the mall at 
7900 Plaza Boulevard. Deadline for entries is 6:00 pm on March 22, 2025.

Contest Rules
1. One entry per child.
2. Entries can be colored using crayons, markers or
    colored pencils.
3. All entries must include child’s name, address,
    phone and age.
4. All entries must be submitted by 6:00pm on
    Saturday, March 22, 2025.
5. Winning entries will be displayed at Michaels 
    until March 31, 2025.
6. All entries become the property of Michaels.
7. Winners will be notified by phone on 
   March 26, 2025.
8. Decision of the judges is final.

Sponsored by 

COLORING
CONTEST

March 22 at Great Lakes Mall
KidShowInfo.com

come Celebrate FAMILY FUN with Us!

1st Place ages 4-6 
Mixed Media Studio Easel Art Set By Artist’s Loft 

($100 prize)
2nd Place ages 4-6 

100 Gel Pens with Stand by Artist’s Loft ($30 prize)
1st Place ages 7-10 

Mixed Media Studio Easel Art Set By Artist’s Loft 
($100 prize)

2nd Place ages 7-10 
100 Gel Pens with Stand by Artist’s Loft ($30 prize)
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AT LOVE’S LEARNING LOFT
NOW ENROLLING FOR SUMMER SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAM

Make this summer your child’s best experience EVER with in-house and off-site field trips!

***UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT***
NOW ENROLLING & UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT!

We have made lots of great changes at Love’s and we are looking forward to providing your children with the care and support they
deserve, and the communication and support parents need and expect.

At Love’s Learning Loft, we are proud to provide a caring, clean, secure, and safe en
children. By following our mission, vision and values, we create a nurturing, stimulating and welcoming

learning environment for all children.

www.loveslearninglofts.com

Mentor
6720 Center Street
(440) 534-1025

mentor@loveslearninglofts.com

Chesterland
7976 Mayfield Rd., Suite #20

(440) 688-LOVE (5683)
chesterland@loveslearninglof

TWO LOCATIONS!

In House FieldTrips
• Dino Ohio
• Franks with Fathers
• BalloonTwister
• Body Art (Face Painting)
•Tada Magician
• Lake Metro Parks (Ice Cream)
• Carnival Games/DunkTank
• OMG Gaming Bus
• JungelTerry
• End of Summer Pizza Party

Offsite FieldTrips
• Lake Farm Park
• Preston Hope Park
• Adrenaline Monkey
• Rollhouse
• Sky Zone
• JumpYard
• MovieTheatre
• Walsh Splash Park
• Cleveland Aquarium

vide a caring, clean, secure, and safe environment for your
turing, stimulating and welcoming

6 Mayfield Rd., Suite #200
VE (5683)

veslearninglofts.com

Now offering
before and

after school care!
Mentor Schools

(Bellflower and Fairfax) has
added Love’s Learning

Loft as a bus stop for the
25/26 school year.

*There is a summer fee of $225 for all offsite field trips (Must be paid at the time of enrollment). WeeklyTuition is $280 in Mentor
and $260 in Chesterland. No cost for in-house field trips.

What we are offering to families enrolling:
25% OFF OLDEST CHILD FOR MULTI CHILD HOUSEHOLDS (FULLTIME ONLY AT OUR

CURRENT RATES-INCLUDING SUMMER SCHOOL AGE)

10% OFF (ANYONETHAT IS A SINGLE CHILD HOUSEHOLD OR PARTTIME-NEW

FAMILIES ENROLLING ONLY)

NO registration fee at sign-up

10% off Love’s Love’s Party & Play Center (excludes school age summer)

Special rates cannot be combined and discounts apply to new families enrolling only.

Some things we offer:
Cartwheel Connection - (fee)

Mentor Library

Dino School

FieldTrips (summer school age)

ENROLL BY MAY 1ST (paperwork & Deposit), AND START BY SEPTEMBER 1, 2025,TO

RECEIVE SPECIAL DISCOUNT!

Call (440)534-1025 to schedule a tour for Mentor!
Call (440)688-5683 to schedule a tour for Chesterland!
Discounts cannot be combined.


