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Math eludes us
Mayor outlines prioritized solutions 

and options for ending houselessness

See page 9

New Ballet
presents the
8th annual
‘Fast Forward’
SEE PAGE 4

Bills are
introduced to
stop puppy 
mill pipelines 
SEE PAGE 8

Check-in on your fitness goals at
AVAC’s ‘Outdoor Fitness Day’

State Senator Dave Cortese
supports Public Wildfire
Catastrophe Model 

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer 

C
alifornia State Senator Dave Cortese joined state Insur‐
ance Commissioner Ricardo Lara and several law‐
makers to unveil a first‐in‐the nation public wildfire

catastrophe model.
“This first‐in‐the‐nation public wildfire catastrophe model

will be transparent, science‐driven, and work for every‐
one—homeowners, communities, emergency responders,
and local governments. By investing in a university‐led
research center, this bill ensures a model that not only
improves wildfire preparedness and planning but also
gives homeowners and communities a clearer picture of
wildfire risk and whether they’re getting a fair deal on
insurance," said Cortese.

Senator Cortese is also co‐authoring a bill to develop an
Insurance Community Hardening Commission. 

“We can make it easier for homeowners to get insurance
and make structures more wildfire safe by developing an
Insurance Community Hardening Commission. It will 

See WILDFIRE MODEL, page 6

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County supervisors
could relax restrictions on
how much they can raise for

their reelection campaigns.
The issue sparked a 30‐minute

debate at the Board of Supervisors
meeting Tuesday about whether a
higher ceiling for candidate
fundraising would help or hurt
poorer people’s chances of win‐
ning elected county office.

For 30 years, county supervisor
candidates have been barred from
accepting more than $500 in direct
donations from a single person –
or $1,000 if they agree to cap their
campaign spending at $250,000.
Candidates for district attorney,
sheriff and assessor have to cap

their spending at $500,000 to be
able to raise $1,000 from an indi‐
vidual.

Board of Supervisors President
Otto Lee proposed the idea of rais‐
ing the limit, but without an exact
figure in mind. He suggested bring‐
ing the county’s campaign finance
regulations in line with the state.
California’s Fair Political Practices 

Commission sets contribution
limits at $5,900 for city and coun‐
ty office candidates in areas that
don’t have their own more restric‐
tive limits. That’s a 490% increase
from Santa Clara County’s current
limit.

Lee called the idea necessary to
grapple with the inflating expense
of running for office, namely the

See DONATIONS, page 7

Grand opening of new AVAC 
Outdoor Fitness Center 

A
lmaden Valley Athletic Club (AVAC) celebrates
the grand opening of its brand‐new AVAC
Outdoor Fitness Center with a free commu‐

nity event Saturday, March 1. 
South Bay residents can explore the space, check

in on their fitness goals, and experience the ener‐
gizing benefits of fresh‐air workouts 

Throughout the event, members and guests can
meet with AVAC’s fitness trainers to discuss their
goals, and if they’re ready to sweat, sign up for a
free 20‐minute AbFit class, a mini version of the club’s
popular AbsoluteFit program, which builds confi‐

dence, agility, and core strength. 
Those interested in learning about the equipment

in the new BeaverFit Shred Sheds or wanting a more
in‐depth class on proper form can sign up for a 20‐
minute Machine Learning and Technique Safety
class. In between tours, attendees can sign up for a
complimentary massage or try to win one of many
giveaways. 

The expansion continues AVAC’s mission to bring
the community together through fitness. Over the
years, AVAC has consistently invested in facility
upgrades and innovated its programs and services
to meet member needs. Bordered by a turf track,
the 7,200‐square‐foot outdoor fitness center has

See FITNESS, page 7

The Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors discuss whether the campaign con-
tribution ceiling should be raised on Jan. 14, 2025. Photo by B. Sakura Cannestra.

Santa Clara County law
makers weigh raising
campaign donation limits AVAC fitness trainers: Roham Saba (left) and Jake Fryer. 
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dio Company Dancer
● Niamh Rollins, New Ballet Stu‐

dio Company Dancer
● Dalia Rawson, New Ballet’s

Artistic Director
General Admission tickets are

$17‐$50 and Premium tickets are
$136. For more information, visit
https://newballet.com or call 408‐
924‐8501.

Premium Tickets include access
to the Hammer Theatre Center’s
Curtain Call Lounge starting one
hour before the show and at inter‐
mission, plus access to a post‐per‐
formance Cast Party with the
dancers, featuring sweet and
savory bites and elegant wines.

New contemporary ballet
featuring world premieres by
seven choreographers March
21‑22 at Hammer Theatre

N
ew Ballet, the institution
that Silicon Valley looks to
for excellence in the art of

ballet, announces today the 8th
annual Fast Forward, two eve‐
nings of new contemporary bal‐
let by seven choreographers,
March 21 at 7 pm and March 22
at 2 pm at the Hammer Theatre
Center. 

Fast Forward provides the
opportunity for emerging chore‐
ographers, both local and from
around the country, to experiment.
The program offers New Ballet
Company Dancers the chance to
perform work that has been cre‐
ated specifically for them, and to
grow as artists and be part of the
creative process. In addition, the
choreographers provide the audi‐
ence with a behind‐the‐scenes
understanding of the new works
by discussing the choreographic
process and providing context and
insight into their inspiration.

World Premieres by Seven
Choreographers

● Julio Hong: Montreal‐based

choreographer, who trained at the
National Ballet of Cuba and chore‐
ographs contemporary ballet,
modern and Latin dance works;
creating a new work to the music
of Arturo Sandoval. This world
premiere is underwritten by
Snowflake Properties, LLC.

● James Kopecky: Former Com‐
pany Dancer at Charlotte Ballet;

former dancer at Ballet San Jose
● Mariana Sobral: Director of

eMotion Arts Dance Co and, for‐
mer professional dancer

● Laura Burton: New Ballet Chief
Operations Officer and contem‐
porary dance choreographer; for‐
mer lead choreographer for the
Dance Company at Virginia Tech

● Deborah Le, New Ballet Stu‐

New Ballet presents the 8th annual Fast Forward

Photo by Tony Abello of Keon Saghari’s work for the 2024 Production

Dalia Rawson, New Ballet’s Artistic
Director
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The Philharmonic
Orchestra Performs
Strauss, Mendelssohn,
Chopin, Sarasate and Suk

T
he San Jose Youth Sympho‐
ny’s Philharmonic Orchestra,
under the artistic leadership

of Music Director and Conductor
Yair Samet, presents its 2024‐25
Spring Concert, Featuring Young
Artist Competition Winners, to be
held on Saturday, March 8, 2025, 2
pm, at the California Theatre, 345
S. 1st Street, San Jose, CA.

The orchestra will open with
Johann Strauss’s Die Fledermaus
Overture from his most famous
operetta (meaning The Bat), along
with Chopin’s beautiful and
sparkling Grand Valse Brillante. and
close with Smetana’s exciting Three
Dances from The Bartered Bride. 

This concert will also feature two
winners from the 2024 Young
Artists’ Competition, proudly spon‐
sored by the San Jose Symphony
Foundation*. Outstanding young
soloists, Zijing (Zack) Zhang, pianist,
and Joshua Kim, violinist, will per‐
form Mendelssohn’s Piano Con‐
certo No. 1, and Sarasate’s Zige‐
unerweisen for Violin and Orches‐
tra, respectively. The orchestra will
close the concert with Czech com‐
poser Suk’s memorable Scherzo
Fantastique.

Zijing (Zack) Zhang is a high
school senior at Saratoga High
School and has been a violinist with
the San Jose Youth Symphony since
2021 and is currently in his 4th
year with the Philharmonic Orches‐
tra. He traveled with the orchestra
on their last International Tour to
the Baltics in 2022.

Joshua Kim is also a senior,
attending Valley Christian High
School, and has been playing vio‐
lin with the San Jose Youth Sym‐
phony since 2017, first joining the
Prelude Ensemble. He has been a
member of the Philharmonic

Orchestra since 2021, and also
traveled with the orchestra on
their last International Tour to the
Baltics in 2022.

The San Jose Youth Symphony
(SJYS) is one of the oldest and
finest youth orchestras on the
West Coast of the U.S. Founded

over seven decades ago as part of
the former San Jose Symphony,
SJYS has a rich tradition of musi‐
cal performance and education.

The musicians of SJYS, all
school‐age youth, are chosen from
more than 650 applicants through
our annual auditions. The SJYS

comprises 13 distinct performing
ensembles: two full orchestras, a
chamber orchestra, two flute
choirs, two string ensembles, as
well as winds, brass, harp, saxo‐
phone, percussion, and jazz en‐
sembles.

Ticket purchases now avail‐

able online by visiting: https://
sjys.org/ product‐category/tick‐
ets

“San Jose Symphony” is a regis‐
tered trademark of the San Jose
Symphony Foundation, and its use
in all its variations is by license.

Times Local News

Philharmonic Orchestra’s 2024-25 Spring Concert, featuring 2024 Young Artist Competition winners to be held Saturday, March 8
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Wildfire model
Continued from page 1
create statewide minimum fire standards
that is data‐driven. This will also help
builders and developers,” said Cortese.

Commissioner Lara’s 10 bills
1. The California Safe Homes Act

(authored by Assembly Member Lisa
Calderon) This legislation aims to create
safer homes and communities by provid‐
ing state‐tax‐free funds to help residents pur‐
chase fire‐rated roofs and develop non‐igni‐
tion zones around their properties, along
with other crucial mitigation meas‐
ures. These initiatives seek to
safeguard lives and homes
while enhancing eligibili‐
ty for insurance dis‐
counts under Commis‐
sioner Lara’s existing
Safer from Wildfires
regulation. The act
would establish a grant
program at the Depart‐
ment of Insurance, utilizing
existing funds without incur‐
ring additional costs to taxpay‐
ers—similar to current programs in other
states that address windstorm threats. Addi‐
tionally, the grants would be federal‐tax‐
free if Congress passes the bipartisan “Dis‐
aster Resiliency and Coverage Act,” which
has received support from the Commis‐
sioner, many members of California’s con‐
gressional delegation, and numerous rep‐
resentatives from states facing the severe
impacts of climate change. 

2. The Business Insurance Protection
Act (jointly authored by Senators Sasha
Renée Pérez and Susan Rubio). The Wild‐
fire Safety and Recovery Act of 2018 (SB
824, authored by then‐Senator Lara) has
protected millions of homeowners by pro‐
hibiting non‐renewals of insurance for one
year. The bill aims to extend this essential
protection by broadening the insurance
moratorium to include commercial poli‐
cies, covering businesses, homeowners'
associations (HOAs), condominiums, afford‐
able housing units, and non‐profits. 

3. The Insurance Payment Protection
Act (AB 597, authored by Assembly Mem‐
ber John Harabedian) Ensuring that wild‐
fire survivors receive the maximum funds
from their insurance claims is crucial for
their recovery. To help policyholders obtain
the full amount they are owed, AB 597 estab‐
lishes a 15% cap on fees for adjuster‐con‐
tracted work and prohibits any additional
awards outside the contract. Currently,
there is no limit on the fees that public
adjusters can charge, which may include
claims funds received before a consumer‐
adjuster contract is finalized—ultimately
reducing the funds available for consumers
to rebuild their homes and lives. 

4. Eliminate “The List” Act (authored by
Senator Ben Allen) This bill requires insur‐
ance companies to pay wildfire survivors
100 percent of their contents coverage with‐
out needing a detailed inventory list. It also
grants consumers additional time—at least
180 days—to provide proof of loss to their
insurance company following a declared
state of emergency. Furthermore, the pro‐
posal aims to establish specific data col‐

lection authority to assist the Department
in understanding long‐term trends in risk
management tools, technical data, and the
integration of information related to cli‐
mate‐intensified risks that can significant‐
ly affect insurance availability. 

5. The California Community Fire Hard‑
ening Commission Act (jointly authored
by Senators Susan Rubio, Dave Cortese, and
Henry Stern) Proposes the creation of an
independent statewide commission with‐
in the Department of Insurance. This com‐
mission is designed to develop a more effec‐
tive inspection system that enables indi‐
viduals to receive insurance discounts for

home hardening, thereby improv‐
ing wildfire safety for entire

communities. Chaired by the
Insurance Commissioner,

the commission will
review lessons learned
from recent wildfires
and offer recommenda‐
tions to enhance and

expedite home and com‐
munity hardening efforts

throughout the state, among
other responsibilities. 

6. The Deceptive Disaster Relief
Advertising Act (authored by Assembly
Member Heath Flora) After major disas‐
ters, consumers are frequently bombard‐
ed with misleading advertisements that
claim to provide legal or recovery servic‐
es, often posing as official government or
non‐profit guidance. To enhance trans‐
parency and safeguard consumers from
being misled during these difficult times,
AB 637 requires that advertisements on
social media, traditional broadcast media,
and digital streaming platforms clearly dis‐
play the statement: “This is a solicitation
for business. Not affiliated with any gov‐
ernment entity or non‐profit.” 

7. The California Wildfire Public Model
Act (authored by Senator Dave Cortese)
Establishes the nation's first public cata‐
strophic model for wildfires, offering a cru‐
cial tool to assist wildfire planning and
enhance transparency. 

8. The Insurance and Wildfire Safety
Act (AB 1, authored by Assembly Member
Damon Connolly) AB 1 builds on Commis‐
sioner Lara’s groundbreaking Safer from
Wildfires regulation. The legislation requires
future insurance commissioners to assess
the need for updates to the regulation based
on new fire science and public input. 

9. The FAIR Plan Stability Act (AB 226,
jointly authored by Assembly Members Lisa
Calderon and David Alvarez) AB 226 aims
to strengthen consumer safeguards by
allowing the FAIR Plan to access cata‐
strophic bonds through the California Infra‐
structure and Economic Development Bank.
This provision would add an extra layer of
financial support for the state’s insurer of
last resort, enabling it to continue paying
consumer claims promptly in the event of
a worst‐case disaster. 

10. The Savings Accounts for Mitigation
and Catastrophes Act (AB 232, jointly
authored by Assembly Members Lisa
Calderon and Mike Gipson) AB 232 creates
a tax‐exempt savings account for consumers.
This account allows them to set aside funds
specifically for home hardening and insur‐
ance deductibles in the event of a disaster. 

Unbeatable 
Savings on
HVAC Services!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating 
and Cooling Systems

 Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

$49 SAVE
UP TO $2000

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 3/31/2025. License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #: 
795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820”.

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling 
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system 
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new 
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior 
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 3/31/2025. License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #: 
795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820”.

Call today! (855) 447-2928
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The California 
Safe Homes Act aims 
to create safer homes 
and communities by 

providing state‑tax‑free 
funds to help residents 

purchase fire‑rated roofs 
and develop non‑

ignition zones around 
their properties.
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Donations
Continued from page 1
ever‐increasing postage cost of mailing cam‐
paign materials. He said less affluent can‐
didates would have a better chance against
those with more connections and resources.

“I’m frankly shocked to see there’s no one
in the public here to speak on it,” Lee said
at the meeting, referring to the lack of
requests to make public comments in the
half‐empty meeting chambers. “It’s a prac‐
tical step toward modernizing our election
policies while ensuring fairness, consis‐
tency and alignment with well established
practices across California.”

Other county leaders are hesitant. Super‐
visor Susan Ellenberg said Lee’s proposal
is “well‐intentioned,” but she isn’t convinced
it’s a solution to the real problem.

“I’m concerned about this making it even
harder for new candidates, young candi‐
dates — those who may not have well‐
resourced friends or colleagues to be able
to compete. We’re just making the divide
that much larger,” Ellenberg said at the
meeting. “Every incremental increase is
going to make it harder for some candi‐
dates. I would argue the very candidates
that we want to represent us, that bring in
more diversity and life experience, are going
to find it even harder to raise those funds.”

She pointed out political action commit‐
tees and special interests can still spend
unlimited amounts of money in support of

candidates as long as they’re not direct
donations, regardless of Santa Clara Coun‐
ty’s laws, thanks to a landmark 2010
Supreme Court ruling that found campaign
money constitutes free speech.

“At this time, I’m not comfortable sup‐
porting the flow of more money into super‐
visor races. I think the focus should be get‐
ting money out of politics rather than bring‐
ing more money in,” Ellenberg said.

Supervisor Sylvia Arenas said while
money is important, it’s not always the
deciding factor in a race.

“I’ve had an experience of always having
a very budget‐limited campaign — I’ve
never had a campaign office,” Arenas said.
“The first year I ran for council I didn’t have
yard signs. My office has always been my
home, my garage. I think it really speaks to
when your message resonates with people.
We are in politics and unfortunately our
allies are not always our friends and our
friends are not always our allies. And those
are tough lessons.”

Yet she and other supervisors agreed on
the need to study the issue – and have the
county Finance and Government Opera‐
tions Committee take a microscope to the
gap between county and state regulations.

“There is, I think, an opportunity for us
to take a look at making sure we don’t close
the doors for folks who are well intended
and should be part of elected office,” Are‐
nas said. “Because those who don’t have
those resources are the ones who should
be running.”

Fitness
Continued from page 1
raised rubber flooring, weight and cardio
equipment, two BeaverFitShred Sheds, and
a roof for shade and comfort. 

The event is free but requires RSVP. Class‐
es and massages are on a first‐come, first‐
serve basis. 

Event schedule
9:00 ‐ 11:30 AM AbFit Labs 

(every 30 mins) 

9:00 ‐ 10:30 AM  Massage Demos 
11:00 ‐ 12:30 PM Machine Learning

(every 30 mins) 
11:00 ‐ 1:00 PM  Massage Demos 
All Day  Prizes and Tours  
Date and Time: March 1 @ 9 am ‐1 pm
Cost: Free, but RSVP is required
Venue: Almaden Valley Athletic Club, 5400

Camden Ave, San Jose, CA 95124
Website: www.avac.us
Register  at www.avac.us/OutdoorFit‐

nessGrandOpening

San Jose Youth
Symphony to hold
auditions for the
2025‑26 Season 

T
he San Jose Youth Symphony (SJYS)
will be holding its annual general audi‐
tions for the 2025‐2026 Season.

The auditions will be held on Thursday
afternoons (March 27th & April 3rd) and Fri‐
day afternoons (March 28th & April 4th)
between the hours of 4‐9 p.m. Saturday audi‐
tions will be held all day (March 29th & April
5th).

All student musicians are welcome, ages
8 and up, who play orchestral instruments
(woodwinds, brass, percussion & strings) or
who are interested in performing jazz. 

Marching Band musicians are welcome to
apply for an audition now and then join after
marching band season ends. 

To submit an audition application, visit:
www.sjys.org to join one of SJYS’s 12 orches‐
tras and instrumental ensembles.  Your audi‐
tion will be scheduled on a first‐come, first‐
served basis. The symphony will do its best
to accommodate your date preferences you
list in the application. 

The deadline for submitting applications
is March 23, 20245

Questions? Reach out to sjys@sjys.org 
About the San Jose Youth Symphony
The San Jose Youth Symphony is one of

the oldest and finest youth orchestras on the

West Coast of the US. Founded over 70 years
ago as part of the former San Jose Sympho‐
ny*, SJYS has a rich tradition of musical per‐
formance and education.

SJYS member musicians, of ages 8 to 20,
are selected from more than 650 applicants
through our annual spring General Audi‐
tions. SJYS comprises 12 distinct perform‐
ing ensembles: two full orchestras; a cham‐
ber orchestra; two flute choirs; concert
winds, saxophone, percussion, jazz and harp
ensembles; and two string ensembles. Each
group rehearses weekly from September to
May or early June and performs a sched‐
uled series of concerts each season. In addi‐
tion, member musicians participate in a
weeklong summer camp and receive spe‐
cial coaching and participate in masterclasses
from professional and renowned musicians
in the Bay Area.

The premier group of SJYS is its Philhar‐
monic Orchestra, led by SJYS Music Direc‐
tor and Conductor, Yair Samet. The orches‐
tra performs its season subscription con‐
certs at the historic and beautiful, Califor‐
nia Theatre, in downtown San Jose. The
orchestra also travels biannually on its Inter‐
national Concert Tours, and have performed
in renowned concert halls in Japan, Italy,
Austria, Germany, Spain, Hungary, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Ireland, Argentina and
Uruguay. The orchestra’s last two‐week con‐
cert tour in 2022, saw them traveling to the
Baltics: Vilnius, Lithuania; Riga, Latvia; Parnu
& Tallinn, Estonia; and Helsinki, Finland. 

The orchestra will be touring again dur‐
ing the summer of 2025 to Poland and the
Czech Republic!

Photo: www.AVAC.us



Bills introduced to stop 
puppy mill pipelines 
SB 312, AB 506 and AB 519 aim to 
protect consumers and dogs 

I
n response to a groundbreaking multi‐part investigation
into the puppy market in California by the Los Angeles
Times this fall, Senator Tom Umberg and Assembly‐

members Steve Bennett and Marc Berman jointly intro‐

duced legislation this morning in Sacramento to curb con‐
sumer fraud and abuse in California. 

Standing side‐by‐side with colleagues, animal advocates,
and puppies from Sacramento County Animal Services, the
legislators all declared their commitment to ending the
puppy mill pipeline in California, once and for all with the
introduction of three measures, all jointly sponsored by the
ASPCA (The American Society for the Prevention of Cruel‐
ty to Animals) and San Diego Humane Society.

Thomas J. Umberg (D‐Santa Ana), author of Senate Bill 312,
noted “As chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee and a res‐
cue dog owner myself, I am appalled by what the Los Ange‐
les Times has uncovered in its investigation into, and expo‐
sure of, extensive fraud and suffering in the puppy trade.
Like many, I have been under the impression that advoca‐
cy and awareness of this issue had largely reduced or elim‐
inated the puppy mill business in California. I’m proud to
be authoring SB 312 as a part of this important package to
protect consumers from moving forward.”

SB 312 mandates that dog importers submit health cer‐
tificates electronically to the California Department of Food
& Agriculture within 10 days of shipment and requires those
certificates to be made publicly available. This health cer‐
tificate information is crucial for individual consumers to
confirm information about their dog and is also helpful to

humane law enforcement agencies as they work to investi‐
gate fraud and malfeasance.

At a time when California shelters are overflowing with
adoptable puppies, kittens, dogs and cats, SB 312, AB 506
and AB 519 will provide transparency in the sales process
and protect both consumers and animals alike. All three
measures will be heard in policy committees in March or
April.

Milo Ford of Almaden elected 
to membership into The Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi

Milo Ford (inset) of Almaden
Valley was recently elected to
membership into The Honor
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the
nation's oldest and most selec‐
tive all‐discipline collegiate
honor society, at Brigham Young
University.

Only the top 10 percent of sen‐
iors and 7.5 percent of juniors
are eligible for membership.
Graduate students in the top 10
percent of the number of can‐
didates for graduate degrees may also qualify, as do facul‐
ty, professional staff and alumni who have achieved schol‐
arly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 under the leadership
of undergraduate student Marcus L. Urann who had a desire
to create a different kind of honor society: one that recog‐
nized excellence in all academic disciplines. Today, the Soci‐
ety has chapters on more than 300 campuses in the United
States, its territories and the Philippines. Its mission is to
"cultivate a community that celebrates and advances the love
of learning."

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 n ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COMPAGE 8 n ALMADEN TIMES n FEB. 28 - MARCH 13, 2025

Times Local News

Serving Almaden Valley Since 1995

Ham
M

etrahemer T
ch 21 & 2Mar

enterCe
 202522,

b lb lNEWllllWbalbNEWalletW



Math eludes us
By Matt Mahan

S
ince I took office, I’ve been asking
for something that should be com‐
mon in government but often

seems to elude us, and that’s math. 
I’ve been asking our

housing department to put
together a realistic math‐
ematical model for ending
unsheltered homelessness
in San Jose. 

Like many of you, I’ve
been critical of past plans
to “End Homelessness”
that don’t show their math.
As a candidate for mayor,
I took the existing city‐
county plan to end home‐
lessness and showed that
the prioritized strategies
would require over $5 bil‐
lion in capital costs alone
just to offer an alternative
to the streets to everyone out there.
Obviously, that approach wasn’t going
to meet the scale of the crisis anytime
soon. 

Fortunately, our new Housing Direc‐
tor, Erik Soliván, has answered the call
by creating a strong first draft of a
model that gives us a realistic path to
ending unsheltered homelessness. 

It’s not going to be easy. It’s not going
to happen overnight. But it’s possible. 

The fact is we won’t come close to
getting everyone indoors by spending
$1M per door on affordable housing
while we leave people to suffer on the

streets — further worsening any men‐
tal health conditions or addictions
and reducing the quality of life for
everyone.

That’s why we’ve changed our
approach. We’re prioritizing solutions
that are faster and cheaper. We’re cre‐
ating an array of options from family

reunification through our
Homeward Bound pro‐
gram to quick‐build com‐
munities. We need an all‐
of‐the‐above approach
because there isn’t just one
reason people fall into
homelessness, so we can’t
just have one solution to
get them out of it. Espe‐
cially when that one solu‐
tion would cost us $5B to
get all 5,000 people
indoors. 

Luckily, the math shows
that our new approach is
5% of that cost. Erik’s
modeling captures the

inflow and outflow of homelessness
and tells us that our best option to end
this crisis is investing more in pre‐
vention and expanding our shelter sys‐
tem. 

So we’re on the right path. To get to
functional zero (the point when our shel‐
ter and prevention system is able to
keep the vast majority of people indoors
and ensure when homelessness does
occur it is rare, brief and one‐time),
would cost us about $250M in capital
costs. 

Obviously, and especially in the midst
of a tough budget year (more on that

below!), the city can’t cover these costs
alone. We’ll need other levels of gov‐
ernment and philanthropists to chip
in. But unlike the traditional approach,
this modeling shows us that it’s actu‐
ally possible to get to a point where no
one is suffering on our streets, every‐
one is able to access our public spaces
and people once again want to invest in
our safe, clean city. 

This may be the first time a city has
actually done the math behind the
model. And I have no doubt that once
other cities see an end to the crisis that
has become a constant across Califor‐
nia, they will follow suit. And that’s
vital, because we need every city, coun‐
ty and region to do their part. (And yes,
I’ll just repeat here again–we all must
demand that our state and each coun‐
ty significantly increase the number of
in‐patient treatment beds, which will
be a necessary first stop for many of our
chronically homeless neighbors.) 

As we build out an expanded shel‐
ter and treatment system, and approach
functional zero, we can ban camping
in our city and truly hold people ac‐
countable for coming indoors. In the
meantime, we’ll be better enforcing our
laws through a strict code of conduct.
Because the truth is — whether you're
homeless or housed, you should be
accountable for being a good neighbor. 

In this year’s budget message, I’ll be
asking my colleagues on the City Coun‐
cil and the administration to use our
limited funds to make life better and
safer for everyone by banning open
flames in encampments, figuring out
how to better enforce our 72‐hour park‐

ing rule, and fully implementing the
policies we’ve outlined over the past
few years to make a visible difference
in our communities. 

Because enough is enough — we
can’t expect taxpayers to fund failure
when we know we can do better. It’s
time for better.
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Mausoleum Crypt for sale Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach,
we strive to nur ture
and grow a strong
faith community of
believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1770
www.sfoasj.com
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies, evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community.
We offer spiritual
opportunities for all
ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O Jr. High,
I.G.N.I.T.E. High
School, & North Star
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose.
Our Chapel, Gathering

Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, and Memorial
Garden are all located
at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
Please come join us in
worship at any of the
following times in our
Chapel: Weekdays (M-
Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
lish) and 5:30 PM
(Vietnamese); Sundays
at 8:00 AM (English),
10:00 AM (English),
12:00 PM (English),
4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
and 6:00 PM Youth
Mass (English). The
Villages Gated Com-
munity also features a
Mass on Sundays at
8:15 AM at the Cribari
Auditorium.
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Office open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and

share your presence
with us so that together
we may grow and
share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair
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