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Volunteer mountain bike crew keeps trails maintained

Vol. 26 e Issue 09

PO Box 562, Ironton 56455
218-821-1393 By Appointment Only

Mountain bike crew volunteers keeping trails maintained in

the CCSRA.

By ANN SCHWARTZ
Information from
Chuck Carlson

The Cuyuna Country State
Recreation Area (CCSRA)
now has 72 miles of trails that
bring bikers and tourists to the
Cuyuna Range.

The Cuyuna Lakes Moun-
tain Bike Crew is a group of
dedicated volunteers who
maintain those trails.

“Our main mission is that
we help to maintain over
70 miles of natural surface
mountain bike trails,” said
Chuck Carlson, a middle
school teacher and volunteer
who does communications
for the group. “About 64
miles of the system is part

Photos courtesy of Chuck Carlson

of the CCSRA with another
eight miles on county and
state land.”

Volunteers are made up
of local working folks with
many business owners in the
group.

He continued that the vol-
unteer group has worked
nights on Thursdays in the
summer season. “We get
together, move dirt, rebuild
sections of the trail and things
like that. We also have vol-
unteers who go out on their
own and trim branches, pick
up sticks and branches from
the trail and other small jobs.”

He said in the past it was
a challenge with only a few
volunteers who had DNR
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certification to use chainsaws
on the trails. Now, nine are
certified to use the power
equipment. “If we have a
big storm or wind event vol-

unteers go out on bikes and
scout and report the damage
to us. We then know where
trees are down and volunteers
go out and start cutting.”
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Coming soon spring hlatus — trails to be closed at Cuyuna Rec Area for mud season

The wood is left to rot for
habitat in non-accessible
areas and in accessible areas,
the DNR will issue firewood

Continued on Page 2
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Now is the perfect
time to prepare for
colder months

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection.
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected
breakdowns when you need it the most. Stay warm and comfortable by addressing
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.
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-Crew keeps trails maintained | Continued from Page.1

permits to citizens.

“A couple years ago —
2022 — we had two big wind
storms with hundreds of trees
down, both on Memorial
Day and in late June. At that
time we only had two or three
volunteers going out with
chainsaws along with DNR
staff. Volunteers put in 100s
of hours — 1,400 hours in one
year alone.”

The Minnesota DNR pro-
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Shop at
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vides staff for the CCSRA.
They have an office in Ironton
right under the water tower.
The DNR team includes Su-
pervisor Barry Osborne, Trail
Maintenance Nick Staaz, and
part-time seasonal mainte-
nance helpers.

Whatis used to build up the
trails’ natural surfaces?

“The trail surface consists
of iron ore tailings that are left
over from the mining opera-

-

Sunday 9 a.m. -

Thursday: All-You-Can-Eat

Fri. 11 a.m. -
8 p.m
3 p.m.

tions of decades ago. The iron
ore tailings make for perfect
trail material, because itis very
durable and water resistant to
erosion. It also dries out very
quickly after rain which means
our trails are ridden within an
hour or two after the rain stops
falling. Most trails throughout
the upper Midwest take sev-
eral days to dry out after each
rainfall.”

There was excitement in
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*Your family’s
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25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood
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that a paid operations man-
ager is in the process of being
hired to come up with work
plans and manage volunteers.
“We have 15 good candidates
we are considering and who
have the skills were are look-
ing for in a manager — good
communication and organi-
zation skills, volunteer man-
agement, community building
and fundraising.” Expect an
announcement on the hired
candidate soon.

The trails group has had
much success in recent years
with a huge fundraising effort,
spearheaded by a sizable do-
nation from the Hallett Trust.
They also obtained $3 million
in state bonding dollars, which
allowed the dream of expand-
ing the trails system from 25 to
72 miles.

“It used to be that people

from the metro area or outstate
Minnesota could come to the
CCSRA and make it a day
trip and ride our trails. Now,
with the expanded system,
they stay for several days. You
can see the difference in the
myriad ways the towns on the
Cuyuna Range have grown
with lodging, restaurant, retail
and service options — driven
by the development of the
trails.”

Now, trails are open to
biking as well as foot traf-
fic on ungroomed trails and
snowshoeing and skiing on
groomed trails. Special, wider
and shorter cross country skis
called Hok Skis are needed for
the trails where large, narrow
skis won't work on the sharp
turns.

The trails are rated among
the finest worldwide, bringing
500-600 users a day at peak
season and 400,000 visitors
a year.”

In snow season, the state
grooms an eight-foot wide
trail from the Croft Mine in
Crosby to Riverton. In the
Sagamore Unitin the Riverton
area, seven-plus miles of four-
foot-wide adaptive trails are
groomed — which are great
for beginners or those who
want an easier ride. These are
made smooth and devoid of
rocks and debris.

For the hard-core riders:
Galloping Goose, Drag Line,
Haul Road and Cuyuna Con-
nector trails are full of steep
hills and tight turns. Those
are groomed with a special
piece of equipment called a
Trail Tamer. Operated by a
specialized snowmobile, the
Trail Tamer grooms a 24-inch
wide track.

There is an app called Trail-
bot that bikers use to check
for up-to-date trail conditions.

Year round, the CCSRA is
home to hikers, birdwatchers,

www.NewsHopper.net

bikers and more. The mine
lakes are great for fishing,
snorkeling and going out on

Specialized grooming equip-
ment includes a modified snow-

mobile with a 30 inch groomer
and a Trail Tamer with a 24 inch
grooming drag.

Photos courtesy of Chuck Carlson
kayaks and paddle boards
because they are protected
from harsh winds.

As soon as the snow melt
causes the trails to get muddy
and slippery, they will be
closed for about a month to
all uses. After the frost comes
out of the ground and trails
dry, volunteers plan to turn out
and get them in shape for the
new riding season.

An important new event
planned for 2025: “It is called
the Midwest Mountain Bike
Fest and it will take place on
June 20-22. There will be guid-
ed trails rides and Demo rides
from various bike companies.
There will also be a Pints for a
Purpose event on Saturday of
the event at Trailside Tavern
to help raise money for trail
maintenance right here in
Cuyuna.”

To volunteer, donate or get
more information, log onto
https://www.cuyunalakesmtb.
com

Link for the map of Cuyuna
Country State Recreation Area
Trails and Facilities: https:/
files.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/
state_parks/sra00302.pdf

nlockmg the power of play

In a world
where kids are
increasingly dis-
connected, more §
stressed, and
struggling with
mental health is-
sues, one retired
educator is lead-
ing the charge |
to help children
reclaim their
well-being, their connec-
tions, and their confidence.
On Monday, March 10, at
1:30 p.m., join Unlimited
Learning for a transformative
presentation by Jerry Sparby,
a retired Cold Spring educa-
tor and principal, who will
discuss his groundbreaking
program, HuddlUp.

The HuddlUp program is
a unique approach to edu-
cation that places a premi-
um on the power of play.
Launched in 2022, HuddIUp
is designed to create class-
rooms where every child can
thrive—emotionally, socially,
and academically—by incor-
porating play-based activities
that help kids learn crucial
life skills. These activities
have been shown to enhance
cognitive, physical, and so-
cial-emotional development,

offering children a valuable
toolkit for navigating life’s
challenges.

Sparby’s philosophy is sim-
ple yet profound: Play is not
just for fun. It's essential for
learning, connecting with
others, and building resil-
ience. By creating spaces for
kids to engage in meaning-
ful play, HuddlUp fosters
stronger peer relationships,
improves self-awareness,
and equips children with the
skills they need to deal with
adversity and setbacks.

“The big piece here,” says
Sparby, “is helping kids re-
duce that social awkwardness
before they turn 12. We are
giving them tools to connect
with others and understand
themselves in a way that pre-
vents them from becoming
isolated.”

Sparby believes that ear-

ly interventions
like HuddlUp can
change the trajectory
of a child’s life. “I be-
lieve 90% of people
in prison today were
socially awkward or
were the outsiders as
~ kids,” he comments.
His message is clear:
It's never too early to
start teaching kids
how to form positive connec-
tions and develop emotional
resilience.

HuddlUp's success story is
particularly important in the
context of the ongoing youth
mental health crisis in Cen-
tral Minnesota. The program
offers hope and a proactive
solution to combat the rising
rates of anxiety, depression,
and social isolation among
local youth.

Whether you're an educa-
tor, a parent, or someone sim-
ply invested in the well-being
of children, Sparby’s pre-
sentation promises to offer
invaluable insights into how
we can all play a role in cre-
ating better, more connected
futures for our kids.

Email ruthann@ksu.edu
for more information on this
event.

8$3:9-22U
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Republicans build for the future by streamlining permitting process

House File 8, authored by
House Environment Com-
mittee Chairman, Rep. Josh
Heintzeman (R-Nisswa), re-
ceived its first committee
hearing in the House Envi-
ronment Committee on the
afternoon of Feb. 13 as House
Republicans take decisive
action to streamline and im-
prove the state’s permitting
process. Reform is needed
to address long-standing con-

cerns that permit delays and
denials have led job creators
to leave or refuse to expand
operations in Minnesota.
“Streamlining the permit-
ting process does not need
to be an either/or proposition,
Minnesota can and should
maintain our environmental
and safety standards, while
also giving job creators the
certainty they need to invest
in our state and its people,”

said Rep. Heintzeman. “For
too long, Minnesota has lost
outon hundreds of millions of
dollars in private investment
that would have provided
good-paying jobs and helped
revitalize communities across
our state.”

A recent report found that
review times for air permits
are 1.5 to 6 times longer
than those in other states,
costing the state up to $910

e C OMVIUNLTY EVENTS S

March

1st- Snow Bowl benefit for Cl Special Olympics at the Town Tavern in Ironton. Two-person teams, $30 entry
fee per team. Sign-up by calling 218-546-5997 or stop in.

1st - WonderTrek Children's Museum Phase 1 Outdoor Adventure exhibit debut and naming contest, 11
a.m. - 2 p.m., at the Northland Arboretum in Brainerd. The event is free for all ages. Dress ready to play
in the snow.

1st - Cuyuna Range Ducks Unlimited Bingo at the Ironton American Legion. Doors open at 5 p.m. with the
first game at 7 p.m. Cost is $50 for 10-games. Food and beverages are available for purchase. Prizes
include cash, outdoor gear, guns and more. Register at mndu.org and search for Cuyuna Range DU
Sportsman’s Bingo (Crosby). Click on the “tickets” tab.

3rd - Timothy Cochrane will discuss his book, “Making the Carry: The Lives of John and Tchi-Ki-Wis Linklater,”
noon -1 p.m., at the Brainerd Library No registration is required, and all are welcome. For more informa-
tion, contact the library at 218- 829-5574 or visit the Friends of the Library’s Facebook® page at www.
facebook.com/Friendsofthebrainerdpubliclibrary

3rd - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St.
Joseph's Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby. For more information, contact: Tammy
Ringhand at 218-838-0658, Jill Larsen at 218-851-1488 or Ann Silgen at 218-330-9610.

4th - Jig Saw Puzzle Showdown sponsored by the Jessie F. Hallett Memorial Library at the Cuyuna Brewing
Company, starting at 6 p.m. Six teams of four people per team will race to complete the same 500-piece
puzzle. Entry fee is $20 per team, payable at the beginning of the event. Pre-registration is required. Sign-
up at the Hallett Library by calling 218-546-8005.

5th - Women Leading the Way, speaker and panel on women leaders in rural Minnesota, 11 a.m., at Ruttger’s
Bay Lake Resort. Presented by American Peat Technology.

7th - St. Francis School fish fry fundraiser, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., at 411 North Tenth Street, Brainerd. Meal in-
cludes all-you-can-eat fried and baked fish, potatoes, vegetable, bread, beverage and dessert for $15
per person ages 11 and older. Children 11 and under are $8. A punch card is available for $80 at check
in. Carry-out is available.

10th - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St.
Joseph's Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby. For more information, contact: Tammy
Ringhand at 218-838-0658, Jill Larsen at 218-851-1488 or Ann Silgen at 218-330-9610.

12th - Crafts for Kids, 1 - 2 p.m., at Jessie F. Hallett Memorial Library in Crosby. All ages are welcome, no
registration required.

14th - 7th - St. Francis School fish fry fundraiser, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., at 411 North Tenth Street, Brainerd. Meal
includes all-you-can-eat fried and baked fish, potatoes, vegetable, bread, beverage and dessert for $15
per person ages 11 and older. Children 11 and under are $8. A punch card is available for $80 at check
in. Carry-out is available.

15th - Winter Indoor Farmers’ Market at Deerwood Auditorium, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. with hand-crafted items offered.

17th - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St.
Joseph's Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby. For more information, contact: Tammy
Ringhand at 218-838-0658, Jill Larsen at 218-851-1488 or Ann Silgen at 218-330-9610.

19th - Cascade United Methodist Church free supper, 5:30 p.m. brings families and neighbors together to
enjoy a home-cooked meal. The supper is held the third Wednesday of each month. Call 218- 534-3507
for a reservation . Cascade is located between Deerwood and Crosby at 22781 Black Lake Road, Deer-
wood on Highway 6 and 210.

21st - St. Francis School fish fry fundraiser, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., at 411 North Tenth Street, Brainerd. Meal
includes all-you-can-eat fried and baked fish, potatoes, vegetable, bread, beverage and dessert for $15
per person ages 11 and older. Children 11 and under are $8. A punch card is available for $80 at check
in. Carry-out is available.

21st & 22nd - Brainerd Lakes Home Show and Expo at the Essentia Health Sports Center in Brainerd. Show
hours are noon - 7 p.m. on Friday, March 21 and 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Saturday, March 22: Visit www.Brain-
erdLakes Chamber.com for more in- formation.

23rd - Redding’s Sports and Spirits Kids’ Ice Fishing Tournament, 10 a.m. to noon. on Mary Lake in Emily.
Area youth ages 15 and under are welcome to participate in the tournament. A $10 entry fee includes
lunch at 12:30 p.m. at the Emily Fire Department. All holes will be drilled and bait supplied by Redding’s.

Send your community events to hopper@croshyironton.net

million in annual economic
output and as many as 3,400
full-time jobs. This further
underscores the importance
of these reforms in helping
keep Minnesota competitive
with neighboring states and
fostering sustainable eco-
nomic development.

Last year, Democrats ap-
proved limited permitting
reforms that were directed
at the green energy industry
to make it easier for utility
providers to comply with bur-
densome and costly energy
mandates.

“It was encouraging to see
my Democrat colleagues
recognize Minnesota’s bur-
densome permitting process
is a roadblock for industries,
small businesses and com-
munities across our state.
That said, major reform is
needed statewide instead of
special treatment for just the
green energy industry,” said
Heintzeman. “Minnesota
employees and job creators
deserve a permitting process
that is efficient and easy to
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Got an interesting
photo and
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Just send it to
hopper @ crosbyiron-
ton.net, along with
your name, city and
a description of the
photo. We also accept
news and communi-
ty events. And who
knows, you may see
your submission next
week in the
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Scripture Obedient People are Invited to
Almighty Yahuah’s Annual
Sacred Festival Passover April 12-18.
Call Proverbs 6:23 Ministry for details 218-533-6029

Reasonable * Experienced ¢ Reliable

| Turner X Son |

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm; or by appointment
™

Electronic
Tax Filing
Available

call for
a FREE
Quote

Full Service Snhow Removal
Blowing Sidewalks and Drives ¢ Plowing
Snow Blowing ¢ Roof Snow & Ice Removal
Tim Turner 218-866-2349
David Turner 651-242-4796

Serving the Lakes Area

The DO Generation Minnesota history N
comes alive in this collection of interviews
by investigative reporter and
Aitkin County resident, Philip Neese.
Originally written for the NewsHoppER
Phil brings to light our exciting past and
the struggles of Minnesotans in the
greater Mille Lacs Lake area.

This 447 page book makes a great gift
for all your “Up North” friends and family!

Published on Amazon.com: https://a.co/d/chVIOf/

Aitkin Moose Lodge
22 4th St. NE, Aitkin
located 2 blocks north
of the stoplight turn right/ left side
218-927-2072
OPEN TO MEMBERSHIP & GUESTS

Come and see what the Moose is about!
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Woman of the oose
Build-Your-Own

Pizza
Thurs., March 6 & 20
(1st & 3rd Thursday)5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Meat Raffle

Every Saturday 6 p.m.

Hall Available for Rent (Seats 225) Weddings,
Reunions, Graduation & Other Events
Now booking for parties. Call Lodge for info.

Wed., March 19
5:30p.m.t07:30 p.m.

Cornbeef &
Cabbage Meal

Wed., March 26
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Super Burgers

Faith e Family e Life"® Protection ¢ America

follow not only for the green
energy sector, but also for
other important industries
like mining, housing, con-
struction, manufacturing,
and more.”

House File 8 was referred
to the Workforce, Labor,
and Economic Development
Finance and Policy Commit-
tee where it awaits its next
hearing.

Republican Senator Justin
Eichorn (R-Grand Rapids)
echoed the effort. “We need
to work together to get the
wheels of industry moving in
this state again,” Eichorn said.

“Minnesota has lost thou-
sands of jobs to more compet-
itive states and that shouldn’t
happen-we have the best
workforce in America. Per-
mitting reform has been talk-
ed about for a long time, and
this year we have one of the
strongest coalitions I've seen
thus far, so it’s time to get the
ball rolling and the wheels
turning.” House File 8 was
referred to the Workforce,
Labor, and Economic Devel-

(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 22,
Mar. 1 & 8, 2025)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT
The Libby Township Board
of Audit will be held at the Pal-
isade Community Center on
Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at
2:00 p.m.
Dated this 16th day of
February 2025
JANE GRIMSBO JEWETT,
Clerk Libby Township
2.1

(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 22,
Mar. 1 & 8, 2025)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP
ANNUAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given to
the qualified voters of Libby
Township, County of Aitkin,
State of Minnesota, that the
Annual Town Meeting will be
held on Tuesday, March 11,
2025 at the Palisade Commu-
nity Center. The Annual Meet-
ing will commence at 1:00
p.m. to conduct all necessary
business prescribed by law.
In case of inclement weath-
er, the meeting may be post-
poned until the third Tuesday
in March.
Dated this 16th day of
February 2025
JANE GRIMSBO JEWETT,
Clerk Libby Township
3.5

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, March 1 & 8, 2025)
KIMBERLY
TOWNSHIP NOTICE
OF ANNUAL MEETING

The meeting will start at
7:00 p.m. on March 11, 2025
to conduct all necessary busi-
ness as prescribed by law
and held at Glen/Kimberly
Town Hall. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the meeting will
be postponed until March 18,
2025.

Please contact the clerk
at 612-619-6742 or kimberly-
clerk06@gmail.com for copies
of reports or any questions.

Dated: February 15, 2025
MIA RAPOPORT,
Kimberly Township Clerk
3.00

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Feb. 22,
March 1 & 8, 2025)

TOWNSHIP OF LITTLE

PINE NOTICE OF

ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting for the
Township of Little Pine will be
held on Tuesday, March 11,
2025 at 7:00 p.m.

In the case of inclement
weather the meeting will in-
stead be held on Tuesday,
March 18, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting will be held at

Emily City Hall
39811 State Highway 6,
Emily, MN 56447

The meeting is also ac-
cessible via Zoom. Meeting
ID: 780 450 6554 Password:
5644747

Dated: February 12, 2025
ABRA HAWLEY

Little Pine Township Clerk
3.6

Hoppers Helper's Service Directory

CONTRACTORS

Radtke Remodeling & Construction
Custom Built Homes e Remodeling e Garages
New Additions e Pole Buildings e
General Contracting e Insulation
Dean Radtke, Aitkin. Lic. #20108758
www.radtkeremodelingconstruction.com
218-678-3403° 218-839-6103

FLooRING

JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding,
Refinishing  Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576
Check Me Out On Facebook

2024w39

HEearing & AIR CONDITIONING

Ken’s Heating & Mobile Home Supply
Nationally Certified
Service Technician — over 30 Years Experience
Mobile Home
Heating and Air Conditioning ® RV’s/Supplies

LP & Natural Gas e

Residential & Commercial e

opment Finance and Policy
Committee where it awaits
its next hearing.

Eichorn reported that re-
forms are needed across
all industries in Minnesota.
Democrats passed limited
reforms in 2024 which fo-
cused solely on green energy
projects to ease compliance
with extreme, costly energy
mandates further illustrating
the need to make Minnesota’s
regulatory environment more
friendly.

In a press release Eichorn
cited a Minnesota Chamber
of Commerce report, be-
tween 2020-2022, Minnesota
lost over $6 billion in net ex-
pansion investments to other
states, including over 4,500
jobs. Locally, Huber Engi-
neered Wood announced
in 2023 it would cancel its
plans to build an oriented
strand board (OSB) facility
in Cohasset emphasizing
the need to ease the burden-
some regulatory process to
expand economic growth in
Minnesota.

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, March 1 & 8, 2025)
WEALTHWOOD
TOWNSHIP CHANGE
OF MEETING NOTICE

Wealthwood Township
Board regular meeting will
be changed to Wednesday,
March 12, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.
due to the Annual Meeting and
Election at 7:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, March 11, 2025.

Dated: February 11, 2025

LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township
2.25
(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, March 1 & 8, 2025)
WEALTHWOOD
TOWNSHIP NOTICE

OF ELECTION AND

ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given to
the voters of Wealthwood
Township.

The annual election of
Wealthwood Township will be
held at the Wealthwood Town
Hall on Tuesday, March 11,
2025, to elect one Supervi-
sor for a three (3) year term,
and one clerk/ treasurer for a
2 year term. The polls will be
open from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The annual meeting will
convene at 8:15 p.m. to con-
duct all necessary business as
prescribed by law.

In case of inclement weath-
er, the election and meeting
will be postponed until Tues-
day, March 18, 2025.

Dated: February 11, 2025

LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township
4.2

(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 22 & March 1, 2025)

HAZELTON TOWN-
SHIP NOTICE OF 2025

ANNUAL MEETING

AND ELECTION OF
OFFICERS

Notice is hereby given to
the qualified voters of Ha-
zelton Township, County of
Aitkin, State of Minnesota that
the Hazelton Township Annual
Election of Officers and Annual
Town Meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 11, 2025, at
the Hazelton Townhall

The Election Poll hours will
be from 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
at which time voters will elect:

1 Supervisor - 3 year term

1 Treasurer - 2 year term

The Annual Meeting will
commence at approximately
8:15 p.m., following the close
of polls, to conduct all neces-
sary business prescribed by
law.

In case of inclement weath-
er, the meeting and election
may be postponed until the
third Tuesday in March: March
18, 2025, at the same time and
location.

The Board of Canvass will
meet following the Annual
Meeting to certify the official
election results.

Dated this 12th day of
February 2025

KAY OLSON,

Clerk Hazelton Township
5.8

WEeBsITE

STELLAR WEB PROS Website, SEO & Digital Design
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality,
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com
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OBITUARIES

HERBERT PESKE

Herbert Layton “Herb” Peske, 83, of Ironton died
on February 18, 2025 at his home.
A service is being planned for March 21, 2025. A

full obit will follow.
Arrangements are with the Koop Funeral Home
in Crosby.

DONALD KEHL

Donald Vincent Kehl, 92, of
Crosby died on February 18,
2025 at the Cuyuna Regional
Medical Center in Crosby.

A Memorial service will be
held at 2:00 p.m. on Friday,
March 7, 2025 at the Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Crosby with
full military honors presented
by the Walter Scott Erickson
American Legion Post. Visitation

Q will be one hour prior to the service

at the church on Friday. Burial will

be at the Bethlehem Lutheran Cemetery in Nordland
Township.

He was born in Aitkin on September 21, 1932

to Grant and Helen (Borg) Kehl. Don was a retired
employee of Potlatch in Brainerd with 34 years of
service. He was U.S Air Force veteran. Don was
a member of the Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Crosby and the Walter Scott Erickson American
Legion Post #557 of Deerwood.

Survivors include his son, Thomas Kehl of Aitkin;
sister, Shirley Davies of Aitkin; two grandchildren,
Anthony Kehl of Barnesville and Chassidy Kehl of
Brainerd; and three great-grandchildren.

Preceding Don in death are his parents; wife,
JoAnn in 2018; son, Scott Kehl; sister, Eleanor
Johnson and two brothers, Robert and Willard Kehl.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home
of Crosby. To leave a message of condolence go
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

JEAN KRUCKOW

Jean Marie Kruckow, 87,
passed away on February 20,
2025, in Pine River, MN.

Services will be held at noon
on Saturday, March 1, 2025,
| at the Backus Church of the
Nazarene with a visitation the
hour prior to the service.

She was born on January
22, 1938, to Henry and Glorene (Glover) Kramp in
Gail Lake Township. Jean started her adult career
as a waitress at Torske’s in Pine River, then at the
Pine River Creamery, and finally she worked for 22
years as a secretary at Cenex Gas in Pine River.
Jean married Lyle Kruckow on May 27, 1955.

Jean enjoyed spending time with family, going on
road trips, playing cards and poker parties at her
daughter’s house with her grandchildren, doing
jigsaw puzzles, and embroidery.

Jean is survived by her daughters, Cathy (John)
Araco and Terry (Robert) Tima; three grandchildren:
Jamie Romness, Jennifer (Troy) Johnson, and Sa-
mantha (Tom Garner) Tima; great-granddaughter,
Sophia Johnson; siblings, Donald Kramp, Joan
(Clyde) DeBolt, Henry (Bev) Kramp Jr., and Julia
(Tony) Keen; and many nieces, nephews, and
extended family.

Jean was preceded in death by her parents;
husband, Lyle; granddaughter, Heather Tima; and
siblings, Richard Kramp and Judy (Carl) Jepperson.

RICHARD COCCIE

227 Richard James “Rick” Coc-
cie, 64, of Deerwood died
W unexpectedly on February 7,
§ 2025.
| A Memorial service will be
|| held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday,
March 8, 2025 at the Zion
| Lutheran Church in Crosby.
Visitation will be one hour prior
to the service at the church. Burial
will be at the Lakewood Cemetery
:\’—\_/__, in Crosby with full military honors
by the Walter Scott Erickson
American Legion #557, Deerwood.
He was born on August 1, 1960 in Grand Rapids
to Richard and Elfriede (Rendle) Coccie. Rick was
united in marriage to Deanna Bordwell on May 1,

2016 in Crosby. He was a retired Lieutenant Colonel
with the U.S. Air Force with 24 years of service.
He was a member of the Zion Lutheran Church in
Crosby and the Walter Scott Erickson American
Legion Post #557 of Deerwood.

Rick is survived by his wife, Deanna; son, Travis
(Ashlee) Enloe of Kingman, AZ; two daughters,
Leanne (Ree) Estes of Ellensburg, WA and Alena
(Eli) DeBerry of Monroe, WA; stepmother, Susan J.
Coccie of Floodwood, MN; brother, Charles Coccie
of Cloquet; sister, Susan Ostern of Duluth; nephew,
Patrick Passeri of Duluth; and nine grandchildren.

Preceding Rick in death are his parents.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home
of Crosby. To leave a message of condolence go
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.

KEVIN HUMMEL

Kevin Hummel, 68, passed
away on February 18, 2025, in
Crosslake.

Mass of Christian burial was
held on February 21, 2025, at
St. Christopher’s Church in
Nisswa.

He was born on December
25, 1957, to James and Edith
(Hanus) Hummel in Minneapolis. Kevin attended
Elk River High School where he met and married
Jean Adam on February 14, 1976, at the St. Pius X
Church in Zimmerman. They would go on to move
to the Brainerd lakes area in 1986, where they could
enjoy nature, boating, and being on the lake. Kevin
was able to travel the world through his various
jobs in sales, his favorite destinations being Europe
and Saint Martin. He loved racing Formula One,
“real racing”. He was a foodie, enjoyed trying new
regional foods and pairing wine, but always enjoyed

a good steak with a scotch and a cigar. He never
wanted to miss the Annual Family Smoketober Fest.
Kevin enjoyed blues music and he and Jean would
attend the Blues Fest in Duluth every year. He was
also very disciplined in fitness and would walk every
day, regardless of the weather. Kevin’s family and
his Catholic faith were the most important things in
his life, “God, wife, kids, and everything else falls
into place” was how he stated his priorities. Family
time was very important to Kevin and his “cousin
dinners” were a highlight.

Kevin is survived by his wife of 49 years, Jean;
children: Angela Hummel, Nicholas (Amy) Hummel,
Natasha (Joshua) Deneau, Marc Hummel (and his
sweet pet, Rambo); seven grandchildren: Ethan,
Collin, Sophia, Zoey, Violet, Eloise, and Fitzpatrick;
sister, Lisa (Paul) Poirier; brother, Keith (Linda) Hum-
mel; and many cousins, nieces, nephews.

Kevin was preceded in death by 3 unborn chil-
dren, 2 unborn grandchildren, and his parents.
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CHURCH,DIREGCIORY.

* Indicates handicap accessible. NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise.

ALLIANCE

Aitkin* — New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am;
Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street SW;
newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;
Worship 10; www.pointway.org

Garrison* — Worship 10:30am

Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169
north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Aitkin — Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning
Service 10.

Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10
& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org

Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30

Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS
at 9:30, Worship at 10:45

Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa
Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch @gmail.com; 218-
697-2662

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST

Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William
Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - Eagle Brook Church , Worship 9 & 11, www.eagle-
brookchurch.com/locations/brainerd-lakes/

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens,
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed.
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; focbrainerd.com

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* — SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9;
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC

Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass
Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30. Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun.
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat.
5p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph's, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri.
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed.
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family; Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only
through Labor Day) w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor — Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581;
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland
Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner
218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10

COMMUNITY

Aitkin— Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE.,
Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene-
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30;
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays; Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10;
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm.

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm. Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7 p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed.
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean;
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm,
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service
9:30; SS 10:45.

EPISCOPAL

Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9

Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-
ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday.
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE

Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at
9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm.

Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-
692-4141,37218 County Road 66, www.crosslakeefc.org

Isle — Pastor Mark Lee; Sunday School 9:00 am; Worship
10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10;
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30;
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC

Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information
320-684-2804

LUTHERAN

Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev. Rebecca Hinz; Worship
9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.

Aitkin — First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship
Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on
YouTube - First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin (Cedarbrook) — St. John's (ELCA) Pastor Sarah
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John's Church Road,
Aitkin. Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am. stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin — St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).
Pastor Bill Werth. Sunday Worship 9. Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15. 13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter.
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood). 218-829-4105.
www.christbaxter.com.

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st &

3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday
School following worship. Services also available on
YouTube and Facebook. 218-829-9552 ficbrainerd.com
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St.
- Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.lIchurch.org)

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email:
trinity @trinitybrainerd.org

Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship 9

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd.
218-829-4317. www.zionbrainerd.com.

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.

Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson; Sun. 9:30
worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship

Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel
Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor
218-692-3682 * 35960 CR 66, Through Mid-May: Sunday
at 9:30am & Wednesday at 6:15pm. Weekly Free Com-
munity Meal - Wednesdays at 5:15pm - All are welcome!

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion,
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11, 218-692-4228,
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne;
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Worship 9 SS 9;
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101.

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel. Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am. 320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas;
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert;
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47.
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub — Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9, (alternates with
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30;
handicapped accessible.

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15

Isle —Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship
9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.

Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun.
10, Service 11, fellowship follows.

Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-
terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by
fellowship and Bible study. (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun.
Worship 9am. Fellowship following Service. Communion
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.;
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath — Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior's (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue.9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA; Pastor Luke Lekander,
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.

Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor
Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am

Pequot Lakes™ - Our Savior's Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15a.m.,
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.

Rossburg — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd

Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) — Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1%, 3“ and
4™ Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of
Hwy 210

Thor — Zion, Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.

Wright — St. John's (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School
Sun. 9:30; Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden,
Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street,
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis,
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St., Suite
2, 218-829-2989.

PENTECOSTAL

Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN
56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939.

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall,
Co.Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11.218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN

Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9;
Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.

McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.

Tamarack — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11.

REFORMED

Crosby — Lifespring Church, a member of Fellowship of
Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

Aitkin — Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer
Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S

Brainerd — Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible
Study 10; Bible Study & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910
Oak Street, Brainerd, 218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30
1st and 4th Sundays. 218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St,
Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty.
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST

Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-
days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.

Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday
Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507.

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9

Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook
live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible
Study Thursday at 6 pm.

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10

McGregor® — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45;
fellowship follows.

Onamia— Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship
10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell: 218-360-1947

WESLEYAN

Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time
10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.; 218-763-HOPE.
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GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find work or
start their own business. Call
24/7:1-844-588-6535. (mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, nocost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-888-429-2331 today!
mcn

CABLE/INTERNET

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying
for your service, call now for
a free quote and see how
much you can save! 1-866-
472-7954. (mcn)

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT advertising which is decep-
tive, fraudulent, or which might otherwise violate the law.

A GREAT place to live and work!

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care,
Serving the Aitkin Community:

Live at Aicota:

* Assisted Living
* Respite Care

Work at Aicota:

* Nursing Assistant (free training)
= Social Wellness
* RN/LPN

AICOTA

HEALTH CARE CENTER

¢ Short Term Rehab/Recovery
* Long Term Living

Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living
850 2nd Street NW « Aitkin, MN 546431
218.927.2164 » www.aicota.com

<+ Customer Service - Anticipating
needs and exceeding expectations

< Attitude - Having fun and
working hard while giving
100% to our residents

# Respect - Supporting and
understanding that we are
all unigue and special

% Excellence - Emphasizing quality
and striving to always be better
tomorrow than we are today

%+ Stewardship - Maximizing
precious resources and ensuring
we use them to their fullest

NewsHopper™
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N THE CLASSIFIEDS!

DIRECTV- All your entertain-
ment. Nothing on your roof!
Sign up for Directv and get
your first three months of
Max, Paramount +, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and Cin-
emax included. Choice pack-
age $84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-866-296-1409. (mcn

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants
to regain access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A
recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle
to pay for health coverage.
Let us show you how much
you can save. Call Now for a
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to
have your zip code to con-

nect to the right provider.

HoME SERVICES

Don’t Pay For Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. We stand by our
service and if we can't fix it,
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan
that fits your budget! Call:
1-877-743-7971(mcn)

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available.
Call 1-888-770-8025. Have
zip code of property ready
when calling! (mcn)

B ovonitE AUTOMOBILES CABLE/INTERNET HEALTH & MEDICAL HOME SERVICES
] N CoONT. CONT. CONT. CONT.

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to
major damage in your home.
Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect
your family and your home’s
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-750-
5574. Have zip code of service

location ready when you call!

NMisceccANEOUS

LONG DISTANCE MOVING:
Call today for a FREE QUOTE
from America’s Most Trusted
Interstate Movers. Let us
take the stress out of moving!
Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 1-855-315-1216.
(mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-855-315-1330. (mcn)

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability benefits if you have
are between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor’s care
for a healthcondition that
prevents you from working
for a year or more. Call now!
1-888-924-0449. (mcn)

CONT.
Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call
1-855-577-1268. (mcn)

Safe Step. North Americas
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step

1-844-290-5083. (mcn

SAFES

NEW AND USED SAFES
FOR SALE e Safe repair

and locked \
&j
/

safes opened e
Heavy and light
duty gun safes
and vault doors
on hand e High
security safes fori
gold and silver
320-360-5431
wb2

(,l/nj ﬂrmz‘@»fa// |

$79 Gas Furnace !
Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.

/l/M”/E/? AR,

"Q\ northernairplumbing.com
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

The Bath or Shower You‘ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

Donate Your Vehicle

Call (888) 429-2331 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

BOGO
40% OFF

Minimum purchase of 4

+ $200 OFF

Your Entire Purchase

Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 4/30

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
® Free Pickup & Towing.
= Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-429-2331

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt4

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 429-2331

" $1500 OFF when finanding OR 0% Interest
with remodelingloans.com™ | For18Months™

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2025

“Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walkin tub and wall surround.
This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restricions may
apply. This offer expires 3/31,/25. Each dealership is independently owned and
operated. *“Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify/
Parficipating dealers only. See your dealer for details. ©2024 Bl.

BATH
CONCEPTS
INC

oW (833) 618-1178

A—

Veteran Car Do

by ANDERSEN

FULL-SERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

INJURED?

We've Helped Thousands
Get Compensation

Contact Us Today
For Free Advice

Car Accidents
Personal Injury

Steve Fields
Minnesota Attorney Workers' Compensation
W FIELDS 218-963-5393
. INJURY LAW

www.FieldsInjury.com

¢ MCAN

MINNESOTA
NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION

BECOME
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or other
unsecured debt, see how we can help.

IN AS

SEE HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE

Call today:

+1 (866) 552-0649
W NATIONAL

DEBT RELIEF

== STATEWIDE
CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

Classified Advertising
that is

Easy!

THe MinnesoTA CLassiFIED AD NETWORK

Make an impact with your advertising
dollar with classified advertising that
reaches over 1 million readers!

Your newspaper represeniative

“STATEWIDE can provide
CLASSIFIEDS complete details.
The 2x4 Network is a program of the MNA, phone 612-332-8844

SAFE STEP
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive  lifetime  warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET DISH
satellite TV + internet! Free install, free
HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand
movies, plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

YOUR AD HERE!
One phone call & only $279
to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!!
612-332-8844

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

Aging in Place?

AmeriGlide offers affordable stair
lifts to keep you safe on the stairs.

Benefits of an AmeriGlide stair lift:
& Regain your independence

& Eliminate the risk of falls
on the stairs

- CALLNOWTO \
SAVE $200 o

‘ | ONANY STAIR LIFT!

& Access all levels
of your home

POWERPRO
Standby Generators

BRIGGS=STRATTON

Get a Standard

Warranty of 7 YEARS $849 Value
Call1-877-785-0654

p Cl ified Rat Add a photo f
‘NewsHoreer Classified Order Form foces o

As Low as $5.50
per issue for

# of issues
1 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)

Name 0 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum) 13 or more issues
1 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum) 10 word minimum)
Address () 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.
City State Zip Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide printed maximum size)

All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: ¢/ X £ T § & Qv = s TR X X O

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

We are not responsible for error due to illegible

copy or missing punctuation. Punctuation does

not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail
and web address counts as one word.

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad

Number of Words

Rate per Word X
Additional Costs +
Total Per Week

send
to:

NewsHoPPER

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

www.NewsHopper.net ¢ hopper@crosbyironton.net

Number of Weeks  x

TOTAL GOST OF AD
— Thank you for your order! =
VISA Please make check payable to the NewsHoPPER E"”‘a
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Stella, Web Pros *

LW Help Ufou Reach Ufoun Goals!

Professional & affordable website
design services tailored to you!

Responsive
Mobile
Friendly
Adaptable
Design

Curious to see the potential of your new website?
Contact us today to request your

FREE no-obligation design demo!
StellarWebPros.com

RECYCLE MoORE!

'I‘r

These Items may all be recycled in Crow Wing County: -h‘

www.NewsHopper.net

IRRRB awards $504,000 in grants

The Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation Board
(IRRRB) has awarded a total
of $504,000 in Culture and
Tourism grants to 25 deserv-
ing projects across the region.
These grants, part of the agen-
cy’s annual investment of
approximately $600,000, are
designed to support initiatives
that enhance arts, culture,
history, tourism, and recre-
ational activities, all while
enriching the quality of life
for residents and attracting
visitors to the area.

“These projects represent
continuous improvements
being made to the communi-
ties and amenities throughout
the Taconite Assistance Area,”
said IRRRB Commissioner
Ida Rukavina. “The Culture
and Tourism grants, like all
of our agency’s grants, are
funded from the Taconite
Production Tax generated by
the local mining industry. The
investments made from that

tax enrich the economy and
quality of life for all of us who
live and work here.”

Among the recipients of
this round of funding are sev-
eral notable projects aimed at
enhancing local cultural and
recreational spaces:

e Aitkin County Friends of
the Arts received $30,000 to
enhance The Terrace, an out-
door downtown performance
venue. Improvements will
include the addition of shade
sails, benches, a performer’s
green room, an ADA-compli-
ant restroom, table umbrellas,
and AV equipment.

¢ Crow Wing County Land
Services, Crosby was award-
ed $30,000 to further develop
Milford Mine Memorial Park.
The funds will support the
construction of pavilions,
benches, tables, signage,
interpretive displays, and
brochures for visitors.

¢ The Judy Garland Muse-
um, Grand Rapids received

$14,000 to rebrand an exist-
ing children’s exhibit with a
“Wizard of Oz” movie theme.
This rebranding will include
the addition of a yellow
brick road and an interactive
scarecrow think tank wall,
designed to engage young
minds and bring the magic of
the iconic film to life.

These projects reflect an
effort to improve community
amenities, celebrate regional
heritage, and offer new expe-
riences for both residents and
visitors. The grants continue
to make a tangible impact
on the vitality of the region.

The next Culture and Tour-
ism grant cycle will open in
July 2025. Cities, townships,
nonprofits, Tribal govern-
ments, and other govern-
mental entities located within
the Taconite Assistance Area
are encouraged to apply
for funding to support their
own community-enhancing
projects.

Flammable « Caution « Warning  Danger « Poisonous « Toxic sExplosive e

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,
into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch.

Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment,

Newspapers & ouriite
such dumping is illegal.

., Plastic . 'gg_Ma azines
Water f-=-= g

Glass
All

%3‘;”.22 = Color Crow Wing County
i = Junk Mail S Household Hazardous Waste Facility
Py OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. -5 p.m.
i ugs

(Please Crush)

Plastics
with a neck
Lids removed
and thrown

*No containers used for chemicals or
automotive products (oil, antifreeze, efc)

Corrugated Cardboard

(Please cut and flatten)

- DROPOFF LOCATIONS -

Crow Wing County Landfill - 15732 State Highway 210, Brainerd

Nisswa Community Center - 25636 Main St, Nisswa
Ideal Transfer Station - 33503 W Island Lake, Pequot Lakes

Recycling is good for the environment and our community.
LEARN WHAT YOU CAN DO AT HOME!

For more information on recycling in Crow Wing County
please visit our website www.crowwing.us.

%

Specializing in
Shoreline Restoration

¢ Rip Rap Rock [nstallation

e Boulder Wall Material
[nstallation

¢ Sod [nstallation

e Class Five

e Bobcat Work

e Demolition

¢ All Dirt Work Needs

e Patios

General Building &
Remodeling Contractor

¢ Roofing

e Window [nstallation

e Siding

e Garages

e Doors

e Decks

¢ Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work

¢ Basements

e Driveways

e Ponds

» Wild Life Food Plots

e Land & Lot Clearing

e Stump Removal

e Rip Rap

e Demolition

e Building Pads

e Ditches and Ditch Clean-
ing

e Black Dirt, Sand &
Gravel

* Roads / Road Building

e Boulder Walls

e Trail Brushing

Tree Removal

¢ Tree Removal and Clean-

up
e Stump Grinding

e Storm Damage Cleanup
e Aerial Truck

& Construcﬂo

Aitkin, Minnesota
License# BC768287

Fors

N N &)

Full Structural Steel Buﬂdmes
Home ¢ Garage » Shed » Office » Ag

Call 218-839-3371 for an estimate

Poisonous « Toxic sExplosive « Reactive « Flammable « Caution  Warning

Automotive ¢ Paint « Home Improvement « Workshop
Crafts « Lawn « Garden « Household Cleaners

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or
Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.

Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility
DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste.

The Collection Site is at the Landfill

Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby
on Highway 210

For more information call
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010.

Jague( « guruIep) « UOIINEY) o JGRWIWEL]] ¢ NIJILIY « AISO[dXY

A A L5 Ay
orjYourjLandscaping|&iConstruction|Needs!

¢ JIXOJ, o SNOUOSIO] ¢ JOFUR( ¢ SUILICA) » UOIJNE) ¢ J[(RWIIE]] ¢ IAIILIY

e R e T

Old wood (decks Sldlng, Iogs etc. ) looks hew again
with media blasting and staining!

Cau;Gr,eg'__,a FREE|ESTIMATE}211
A &Y 8B s S “

8-
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