
San Jose wants to
retrieve thousands
of abandoned
shopping carts

By Vicente Vera
San José Spotlight 

S
an Jose wants to “piggyback” off a part‐
nership with Milpitas and a private com‐
pany to tackle thousands of abandoned

shopping carts.
The San Jose City Council voted 10‐1, with

Councilmember Pamela Campos voting no, to
find an abandoned shopping cart retrieval
service to recover about 2,000 carts citywide
per year. Not only would a private company
potentially help reunite retailers with their
lost carts, it could also be integrated into the
city’s 311 app to allow residents to report
abandoned shopping carts. Campos, who
opposed the idea, questioned if city workers
would need to postpone their existing priori‐
ties in order to work on new efforts to
address abandoned shopping carts.

City agencies such as BeautifySJ help identi‐
fy abandoned shopping carts, which are then
taken to Mabury Service Yard, but the site is
nearing capacity.

Peter Hamilton, assistant to the city manag‐
er’s office, said San Jose’s proposal is modeled
after Milpitas’ contract with shopping cart

retrieval company Retail Marketing Services.
The city manager’s office is set to come back
to council before May with an agreement for
review.

“There may be an opportunity for us to pig‐
gyback on that contract and start a small pilot
program in the current fiscal year with
(Retail Marketing Services),” he said at the
meeting. “We would look to use existing fund‐
ing sources in the realm of $10,000 to
$20,000 to pilot it through the end of the cur‐
rent fiscal year.”

Related Stories
Tim James, spokesperson for

the California Grocers Associa‐
tion, said the group supports San
Jose’s proposal to bring in Retail
Marketing Services, but has con‐
cerns about the city exploring
penalties for people caught tak‐
ing shopping carts from the
premises of a business.

“Most cart thieves do not own
a car, rely on public transporta‐
tion, use the cart to safely cross
streets with children, use the
cart as walking aid and likely live
within only a mile or two of the
store location,” he said. “Carts
are rarely stolen by the home‐
less as they tend to take a cart
already stolen and hang onto
that cart for a long period of
time.”

Grocers are already fined for
shopping carts through the San

Jose code enforcement abandoned shopping
cart policy. Code enforcement officials said
they collected about $39,000 through 166
citations last year.

Mayor Matt Mahan said he doesn’t see how
the city’s stormwater permit can be in good
standing with the Clean Water Act while the
city has an ongoing shopping cart crisis. He
said it could cause San Jose to lose its permit
and result in hefty fines.

“I don’t think we can change public percep‐
tions of blight as long as we have 2,000 carts
a year going missing and ending up all over
the street,” Mahan said the meeting. “The sit‐
uation out on the streets today is, frankly,
unacceptable, and it’s contributing to a per‐
ception of disorder that’s much greater than
the reality.”

City officials also want retailers to submit
stronger abandoned cart prevention plans
and implement effective loss prevention
standards, such as wheel locking mecha‐
nisms or coin deposit for use.

Councilmember Michael Mulcahy said, as a
commercial property owner, he knows shop‐
ping carts can be expensive losses for busi‐
nesses.

“As an owner of shopping centers, we’ve
always required an electronic shopping cart
system be installed, and it’s written into leas‐
es that the stores are responsible to give their
best efforts to keep those corralled,” he said.
“Not all retailers have these systems. Not all
landlords require them and many times both
are not taking responsibility for keeping
track.”

San Jose has about 2,000 shopping carts that are abandoned citywide each year. Photo by B. Sakura Cannestra.
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Philharmonic Orchestra’s
2024-25 Spring Concert to 
be held Saturday, March 8
SEE PAGE 6

Diadem Of Destruction
– what is threatening
local bird populations?
SEE PAGE 9

SEE OUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THIS ISSUE - PAGE 11

Maren Sederquist signs into the Wil-
low Glen High School office using the
newly installed Raptor system in San
Jose, California on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 12, 2025. (The identification was
blurred to protect the subjects identity)
(Maxwell Alexander/Mosaic) 

SJ Unified turns 
to technology to
boost school safety
after campus
security breaches 
Parents ask for district‑
wide talks to improve
safety at schools

By Antara Gangwal | Mosaic

A
fter a series of security
incidents on its campuses
and feedback from par‐

ents, San Jose Unified School Dis‐
trict has installed technology to
electronically screen visitors at
its 41 campuses.

The Raptor School Safety Suite
includes a sign‐in system that
scans school visitor IDs and
checks for registered sex offend‐
ers. And it is supposed to aid
response to disasters, lockdowns
and evacuations — an in‐demand
feature given that 67% of public
schools experienced at least one
violent incident during the 2021‐
22 school year, according to the
National Center for Education
Statistics.

A 2024 Santa Clara Civil Grand
Jury report said that San Jose Uni‐
fied lacked consistency in both
safety event preparedness and
responses. The district experi‐

See SECURITY, page 10
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Times News

dio Company Dancer
● Niamh Rollins, New Ballet

Studio Company Dancer
● Dalia Rawson, New Ballet’s

Artistic Director
General Admission tickets are

$17‐$50 and Premium tickets are
$136. For more information, visit
https://newballet.com or call
408‐924‐8501.

Premium Tickets include access
to the Hammer Theatre Center’s
Curtain Call Lounge starting one
hour before the show and at in‐
termission, plus access to a post‐
performance Cast Party with the
dancers, featuring sweet and
savory bites and elegant wines.

New contemporary ballet
featuring world premieres by
seven choreographers March
21‑22 at Hammer Theatre

N
ew Ballet, the institution
that Silicon Valley looks to
for excellence in the art of

ballet, announces today the 8th
annual Fast Forward, two eve‐
nings of new contemporary ballet
by seven choreographers, March
21 at 7 pm and March 22 at 2 pm
at the Hammer Theatre Center. 

Fast Forward provides the
opportunity for emerging chore‐
ographers, both local and from
around the country, to experi‐
ment. The program offers New
Ballet Company Dancers the
chance to perform work that has
been created specifically for them,
and to grow as artists and be part
of the creative process. In addi‐
tion, the choreographers provide
the audience with a behind‐the‐
scenes understanding of the new
works by discussing the choreo‐
graphic process and providing
context and insight into their
inspiration.

World Premieres by Seven
Choreographers

● Julio Hong: Montreal‐based

choreographer, who trained at the
National Ballet of Cuba and chore‐
ographs contemporary ballet,
modern and Latin dance works;
creating a new work to the music
of Arturo Sandoval. This world
premiere is underwritten by
Snowflake Properties, LLC.

● James Kopecky: Former Com‐
pany Dancer at Charlotte Ballet;

former dancer at Ballet San Jose
● Mariana Sobral: Director of

eMotion Arts Dance Co and, for‐
mer professional dancer

● Laura Burton: New Ballet
Chief Operations Officer and con‐
temporary dance choreographer;
former lead choreographer for the
Dance Company at Virginia Tech

● Deborah Le, New Ballet Stu‐

New Ballet presents the 8th annual Fast Forward

Photo by Tony Abello of Keon Saghari’s work for the 2024 Production

Dalia Rawson, New Ballet’s Artistic
Director
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The Philharmonic
Orchestra Performs
Strauss, Mendelssohn,
Chopin, Sarasate and Suk

T
he San Jose Youth Sympho‐
ny’s Philharmonic Orches‐
tra, under the artistic lead‐

ership of Music Director and Con‐
ductor Yair Samet, presents its
2024‐25 Spring Concert, Featur‐
ing Young Artist Competition Win‐
ners, to be held on Saturday,
March 8, 2025, 2 pm, at the Cali‐
fornia Theatre, 345 S. 1st Street,
San Jose, CA.

The orchestra will open with
Johann Strauss’s Die Fledermaus
Overture from his most famous
operetta (meaning The Bat), along
with Chopin’s beautiful and
sparkling Grand Valse Brillante.
and close with Smetana’s exciting
Three Dances from The Bartered
Bride. 

This concert will also feature

two winners from the 2024 Young
Artists’ Competition, proudly
sponsored by the San Jose Sym‐
phony Foundation*. Outstanding
young soloists, Zijing (Zack)
Zhang, pianist, and Joshua Kim,
violinist, will perform Mendels‐
sohn’s Piano Concerto No. 1, and
Sarasate’s Zigeunerweisen for
Violin and Orchestra, respectively.
The orchestra will close the con‐
cert with Czech composer Suk’s
memorable Scherzo Fantastique.

Zijing (Zack) Zhang is a high
school senior at Saratoga High
School and has been a violinist

with the San Jose Youth Symphony
since 2021 and is currently in his
4th year with the Philharmonic
Orchestra. He traveled with the
orchestra on their last Interna‐
tional Tour to the Baltics in 2022.

Joshua Kim is also a senior,
attending Valley Christian High
School, and has been playing vio‐
lin with the San Jose Youth Sym‐
phony since 2017, first joining the
Prelude Ensemble. He has been a
member of the Philharmonic
Orchestra since 2021, and also
traveled with the orchestra on
their last International Tour to

the Baltics in 2022.
The San Jose Youth Symphony

(SJYS) is one of the oldest and
finest youth orchestras on the
West Coast of the U.S. Founded
over seven decades ago as part of
the former San Jose Symphony,
SJYS has a rich tradition of musical
performance and education.

The musicians of SJYS, all
school‐age youth, are chosen from
more than 650 applicants through
our annual auditions. The SJYS
comprises 13 distinct performing
ensembles: two full orchestras, a
chamber orchestra, two flute
choirs, two string ensembles, as
well as winds, brass, harp, saxo‐
phone, percussion, and jazz en‐
sembles.

Ticket purchases now available
online by visiting: https://sjys.
org/ product‐category/tickets

“San Jose Symphony” is a regis‐
tered trademark of the San Jose
Symphony Foundation, and its use
in all its variations is by license.

Times Local News
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Philharmonic Orchestra’s 2024-25 Spring Concert to be held Saturday, March 8
San Jose Youth
Symphony to
hold auditions
for the 2025‑
26 Season 

T
he San Jose Youth Sympho‐
ny (SJYS) will be holding its
annual general auditions

for the 2025‐2026 Season.
The auditions will be held on

Thursday afternoons (March 27
and April 3) and Friday after‐
noons (March 28 and April 4)
between the hours of 4‐9 p.m.
Saturday auditions will be held all
day (March 29 and April 5).

All student musicians are wel‐
come, ages 8 and up, who play
orchestral instruments (wood‐
winds, brass, percussion and
strings) or who are interested in
performing jazz. 

Marching Band musicians are
welcome to apply for an audition
now and then join after marching
band season ends. 

To submit an audition applica‐
tion, visit: www.sjys.org to join
one of SJYS’s 12 orchestras and
instrumental ensembles.  Your
audition will be scheduled on a
first‐come, first‐served basis. The
symphony will do its best to
accommodate your date prefer‐
ences you list in the application. 

The deadline for submitting
applications is March 23, 20245

Questions? Reach out to
sjys@sjys.org 

About the San Jose Youth
Symphony

The San Jose Youth Symphony is
one of the oldest and finest youth
orchestras on the West Coast of
the US. Founded over 70 years
ago as part of the former San Jose
Symphony, SJYS has a rich tradi‐
tion of musical performance and
education.

SJYS member musicians, of ages
8 to 20, are selected from more
than 650 applicants through our
annual spring General Auditions.
SJYS comprises 12 distinct per‐
forming ensembles: two full
orchestras; a chamber orchestra;
two flute choirs; concert winds,
saxophone, percussion, jazz and
harp ensembles; and two string
ensembles. Each group rehearses
weekly from September to May
or early June and performs a
scheduled series of concerts each
season. In addition, member
musicians participate in a week‐
long summer camp and receive
special coaching and participate
in masterclasses from profession‐
al and renowned musicians in the
Bay Area.

The premier group of SJYS is its
Philharmonic Orchestra, led by
SJYS Music Director and Conduc‐
tor, Yair Samet. 
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Times In Memory

Mary Louse 
Vanderbosch
100 years
Resident of Willow Glen 

M
ary Louise Vanderbosch, age 100,
passed away peacefully in her
home on January 21, 2025 in San

Jose, California. 
Born on January 14, 1925, in South Bend

Indiana, she was the firstborn child of Ken‐
neth and Dorothy Reiter and the oldest of 8
siblings. Mary Louise attended St Patrick's
Elementary School and graduated from St.
Joseph's Academy.

In 1952 she met her future husband,
Thomas Vanderbosch on a blind date. They
married on April 16, 1955, and shared a
loving marriage of 62 years, raising six
children together. Mary Louise dedicated
her life to her family as a devoted mother
and wife.

A long‐time parishioner of St. Christo‐
pher's Catholic Church in San Jose for 58
years, Mary Louise was deeply rooted in
her faith and community.

She is survived by her children: Tom of
Denver Colorado; Patti, Beth, Sue, Jill and
Jim, all of San Jose, California. She also
leaves behind brothers John Reiter of South
Bend, Indiana and David Reiter of San Diego,
California and a sister Peggy Christian, of
Fort Meyers, Florida. There are also nine
grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren
who brought her immense joy. Mary Louise
was predeceased by her beloved husband
Thomas, siblings Joanne Kavanaugh, Terry
McKayley, Kathy Reiter, and Dennis Reiter;
her grandson Noland Iseman and other
cherished family members.

Mary Louise Vanderbosch's legacy lives
on through the love she shared with her
family and the memories treasured by
those who knew her. May her memory
bring comfort to all those who mourn her
passing.

A memorial service was held at St.
Christopher's Catholic Church.

Elaine Dorothy 
Kessler Baker
1944 ‑2024
Resident of Willow Glen

E
laine Dorothy Kessler Baker passed
away on January 10, 2025, at the age
of 79. Also affectionately known as

“Heylady,” Lainey, Crazy Generous Kook,
Nature Lady, Super Trooper, and “Mimsey”
by her children, and as “Mrs. Baker! Mrs.

Baker!” by 37 years of students she taught
while working at her beloved Glider Ele‐
mentary School.

Born in Long Beach, CA in 1944, then
raised in AZ, she went to Washington High
School in north Phoenix. She attended ASU
and then finished her BA degree at the Uni‐
versity of Oregon in Eugene. She moved to
San Jose in 1969 and to Blossom Valley in
1975 where she lived the next 49 years.

She worked at Oak Grove School District
for 37 years as Instructional Assistant,
Homework Center Teacher, Mac Computer
Lab Teacher, and then spent 15 years
teaching 1st grade until she retired.

She had a deep love and connection with
animals, wild and domestic. Her pets
included dogs, cats, rabbits, and even a
chinchilla. Her front and back yards served
as welcoming reserves for a variety of
wildlife. She delighted in the critters that
would peep in her patio door window like
possum, scrub jays, raccoons, ducks, red
tailed hawks and the occasional snake. She
loved hearing the coyotes and owls at
night. She had neighborly honeybees nest‐
ing in her yard for 40 years.

Elaine's adventurous spirit extended
beyond the classroom and her home. She
travelled to destinations around the globe,
including Mexico, China, Ireland, Scotland,
England, and France. Closer to home, she
loved day trips to the coast, truck rides
around her brother's ranches in northern
Arizona, visits  with her son and two
grandchildren in Prescott, and trips to see
her children and grandchildren in Hawaii.

She delighted in watching spinner dol‐
phins leap out of the water while aboard
her daughter's dive boat off the Kona coast.

She loved being alive, and that helped her
meet the heavier burdens of life like finan‐
cial strain, death of loved ones, chronic
conditions, and aging. She met her burdens
with dignity and as much cheer as she
could muster. Her doctors and nurses
recount her enduring kindness and
strength as inspirations to them. A recent
excerpt from her gratitude
journal…“Today I’m grateful for: my caring
kids’ messages, Melva & Lyn (caretakers),
good sleep last night, no stomach ache
today, the nice staff at the hospital, watch‐
ing the opossum eat the pancake in the
backyard, the rain, and See’s Candy.”

Elaine is survived by and dearly missed
by Brother Alan Kessler; Children Sam,
Mark and Cindi; Grandchildren Sophia, Jor‐
dyn, Jasmine and Eli; and of course her
bees.

Donations in her honor can be made to
The Stone Church of Willow Glen.
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WATER-WISE

Diadem Of
Destruction – 
A Commentary

By Matthew Frazier
Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper

I
n the resplendent
landscapes of Cali‐
fornia, particularly

within the sun‐kissed
confines of Santa Clara
County, the white‐crown‐
ed and golden‐crowned
sparrows have emerged
despite some unwel‐
come intruders which are invading the
local avian community. 

These diminutive yet captivating birds,
appearing as charming accents against the
backdrop of sprawling skies and diverse
flora, exhibit a length of approximately 6
to 7 inches. They are not only notable for
their size. Still, they are also distinguished
by their melodious, clear whistle call that
gracefully reverberates through the
atmosphere, adding a lyrical quality to the
natural soundscape of the region.

The white‐crowned sparrow, in particu‐
lar, stands out due to its striking aesthetic
appeal, with its bill displaying either a del‐
icate pink or a warm yellowish tone that

contrasts elegantly with its refined gray
throat and breast. A remarkable crown,
artfully adorned with bold black and white
streaks, lends an air of sophistication to its
overall demeanor. This distinctive pattern
provides a beautiful focal point, inviting
observers to appreciate the artistry craft‐
ed by nature itself. With a posture that
exudes confidence and a demeanor that
suggests a delightful curiosity, these spar‐
rows navigate their environment with
undeniable grace. Their presence in the
county's lush gardens and open fields
underscores the diverse tapestry of life
that flourishes in this vibrant ecosystem.

Furthermore, the Santa Clara Valley
boasts an eclectic variety of avian inhabi‐
tants, each adding a unique charm to the
area's natural beauty. Majestic Cooper's
Hawks glide silently through the skies,
their sharp eyes scanning for potential
prey, while nimble American Kestrels dart
with agility and precision in pursuit of
insects. The industrious Downy and Nut‐
tall's Woodpeckers can be seen busily
pecking at tree trunks, their rhythmic
drumming echoing through the forests. In
the underbrush, spirited Yellow‐rumped
Warblers flit about, their bright plumage
creating a splash of color against the
greenery. Charming Anna's Humming‐
birds zip from flower to flower, their iri‐
descent feathers glimmering in the sun‐
light, while endearing Dark‐eyed Juncos
add a touch of wintery grace with their
gentle presence.

As one wanders through this avian para‐
dise, one cannot overlook the vivid West‐

ern Bluebirds, their bright blue and orange
plumage a striking contrast against the
earthy tones of their surroundings. The
small but resilient Pine Siskins weave
gracefully through the branches, their live‐
ly chatter a reminder of the community
that thrives among the trees. Together,
these species create a bustling atmos‐
phere teeming with life, often interacting
in ways that showcase their unique behav‐
iors and social structures.

However, amid this flourishing ecosys‐
tem, one must acknowledge the insidious
threat that looms over the natural splen‐
dor of these avian species. The predomi‐
nant human‐induced peril to bird popula‐
tions within the United States and Canada
arises from the predatory behaviors of
domestic cats, which become formidable
hunters when permitted to roam out‐
doors. These cherished pets contribute to
a staggering annual mortality rate of
approximately 2.4 billion birds across the
United States alone. This alarming statistic
highlights the significant impact that

human behavior can have on wildlife and
serves as a crucial reminder of our respon‐
sibilities as stewards of the environment.

Such dynamics threaten the fragile equi‐
librium of our ecosystems, underscoring
the profound influence we wield over our
avian companions. As we cultivate our
gardens and enjoy the beauty of our sur‐
roundings, we must consider ways to mit‐
igate these impacts—whether through
responsible pet ownership, advocating for
conservation efforts, or simply being
mindful of the delicate balance of life
around us. By fostering a greater under‐
standing of the challenges these birds face,
we can work towards ensuring a brighter
future for the avian inhabitants of Santa
Clara County and beyond, allowing them
to thrive amidst the encroaching shadows
of human activity.

1. American Bird Conservancy. (n.d.).
*Cats and birds: The problem*. Retrieved
from [ABC website URL]

2. Loss, S. R., Will, T., & Marra, P. P. (2013).
The impact of free‑ranging domestic cats
on wildlife of the United States. *Nature
Communications*, 4, 1396.
https://doi.org/10.1038/ncomms2393

3. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. (2016).
*The impact of domestic cats on wildlife*.
Retrieved from [USFWS website URL]

4. Dunn, J. L., & Alderfer, J. (2011).
*National Geographic field guide to the
birds of North America*. National Geo‑
graphic Society.

5. Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society.
(n.d.). *Birds of Santa Clara County*.
Retrieved from [SCVAS website URL]
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Unbeatable 
Savings on
HVAC Services!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating 
and Cooling Systems

 Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week

Licensed and Professional Technicians

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

$49 SAVE
UP TO $2000

Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 3/31/2025. License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #: 
795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820”.

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling 
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system 
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new 
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior 
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 3/31/2025. License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #: 
795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and 
Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820”.

Call today! (855) 447-2928

Security
Continued from page 1
enced swatting (false shooting threats) at
Abraham Lincoln High School in 2022,
gun threats from students at Willow Glen
High School in 2023 and an intruder
recording students in the girls’ locker
room at Bret Harte Middle School last
October.

In response, administrators, teachers
and parents have worked to make schools
safer.

When San Jose High School recently
issued a shelter‐in‐place order, the Raptor
system quickly notified teachers and staff,
said senior Gabriel Ruiz Flores, who is an
alternate student member of the district
school board. He said that the district is
experimenting with Raptor in drills. The
district did not respond to a request for a
comment.

Nilomi Patel, a parent of a sixth grader at
Bret Harte Middle School and a junior at
Leland High School, applauds the new
technology, because some schools do not
have fences enclosing their campuses.

“After a false social media threat at
Leland High School last semester, I
remember thinking how easy it is to get
onto campus,” Patel said. “Given the world
that we are living in now, safety is one of
the biggest concerns as a parent.”

Other students, like Pioneer High School
senior Frankie Bowen, are hopeful but
cautious about the new technology.

He said that on Feb. 7, a teacher acciden‐
tally triggered a shelter‐in‐place drill ear‐
lier than the scheduled time. “I hope we
don’t completely rely on Raptor and cut
out other forms of communication,
because technology isn’t perfect,” Bowen
said.

At Leland High, sophomore Anderson
Lin recalled a man with a knife entering
campus from a parking lot last November.
No one was harmed, and school officials
contacted the police.

The man was not threatening anyone
and may have been picking up cans for
money, Lin said. “Since then, they’ve had
staff on golf carts running the perimeter
during lunch, and that helps. Hopefully,
the Raptor system will prevent incidents
like this from happening again.”

Across the state, safety has emerged as a
bargaining issue for teachers and school
districts.

In January, the San Jose Teachers Associ‐
ation outlined school safety and safe
working conditions for teachers as two of
their three priorities.

“Employees and management are com‐

ing together to improve systems and build
safer environments,” Melissa Urbain, the
union vice president, said at the school
board meeting.

Parents are also asking for broader safe‐
ty discussions. That is an objective of the
Why Wait Project, an initiative co‐found‐
ed in 2023 by Trudi McCanna, parent of
both a Abraham Lincoln High School grad‐
uate and a Willow Glen High School stu‐
dent. She wrote a letter signed by 300 par‐
ents asking the school board to put school
safety on its agendas.

The Why Wait Project is pushing for a
districtwide approach to school safety to
replace the current system, based on Cali‐
fornia Education Code, where individual
school site councils handle safety. Each
site council — composed of students,
staff, parents and administrators —
develops its own safety plan to prepare
for emergencies, natural disasters, hate
crimes and harassment.

McCanna believes this school‐by‐school
system can cause discrepancies.

“If every school is designing these things
individually, it really doesn’t make our
whole community safer,” she said.

The Why Wait Project recommends hir‐
ing a safety director, creating a dis‐
trictwide safety task force and having
safety discussed at district board meet‐
ings rather than at each school.

Maren Sederquist, chair of the Willow
Glen High site council, also wants to see
more communication and collaboration.

“If the district really wants all of the
schools to be as safe as possible, it would
benefit from hearing from all of us and we
can all learn from each other,” she said.
“There will have to be variance at the dif‐
ferent campuses, but there are so many
things that apply to all of the schools.”

Others disagree.
“There are so many different factors,

layouts, and ways things can happen. So
ultimately, I think it has to be decided
from school to school. We get the people
who know the school the best to really see
what’s the safest option for students,” Flo‐
res said.

Why Wait Project cofounder McCanna
cautions against quick solutions to a diffi‐
cult problem. “What really keeps people
safe is when communities are engaged in
conversations about safety and working
together.”

Editor’s Note: This article was written
for Mosaic, an independent journalism
training program for high school students
who report and photograph stories under
the guidance of professional journalists.

Antara Gangwal is a senior at Leland
High School in San Jose.
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Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach, we
strive to nur ture and
grow a strong faith
community of believ-
ers, a family of all
ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam began
in the 7th century. Peo-
ple who follow Islam
are known as Muslims.
The Quran is the Divine
book that guides Mus-
lims to practice Islam. 

"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.
GRACE CHURCH OF

EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our
promise to our mem-

bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by appoint-
ment. Our Parish Office
is open Monday -
Thursday 8:30 a.m. -
4:30 p.m. and Friday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Call 408-997-5100 for
recorded information or
408-997-5101 to
speak with someone in
our parish office. 
SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA

3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148
The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or

"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurdwara
(House of God) in San
Jose we welcome all.
We pray daily for peace
and prosperity for
everybody in the world.
Come to visit and enjoy
Langer (food) in our
kitchen which is open
365 days of the year
and serves comple-
mentary vegetarian
meals.  We also
encourage you to enter
our history room on
site and walk the beau-
tiful grounds. Learn

more about us and
community events we
sponsor by visiting our
website; http://www.
SanJoseGurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd., 
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1562. 
www.stfrancisofas-
sisi.com 
or www.stfrancis
ofassisipreschool.org
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San Jose.
We are an inclusive
diverse community
striving to serve as Dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ
in the footsteps of St.
Francis, offering prayer-
ful and joyful liturgies;
evangelization, fellow-
ship, and service
opportunities to the
community. We offer
spiritual opportunities
for all ages, including
children's liturgy,
dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr.
High, IGNITE - High
School and North Star -
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose. Our
Preschool is the only
Catholic Preschool

offering quality family
oriented service in the
Evergreen and Silver
Creek areas. Our
Chapel, Gathering Hall,
Parish Office, Mission
Center, Parish Gift
Shop, Memorial Garden
and Preschool are all
located at 5111 San
Felipe Rd. Please come
join us to worship at
one of the following
times and locations: 
St. Francis of Assisi
Chapel: Saturday
5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
Youth Mass
St. Francis of Assisi
Gathering Hall 
Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun-
day11:00AM, Igbo
Mass - Second Sunday
of the month 12:30 PM
Mt. Hamilton Grange -
2840 Aborn Road
Sunday 9:30 AM 
The Villages Gated
Community (Cribari
Auditorium) Sunday
8:15 AM
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Mission

Center open M-F 9:00
AM -12:00 PM; 1:00
PM - 4:00 PM. Come
join us and share your
presence with us so
that together we may
grow and share our
gifts to help build God's
Kingdom!
THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 

English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:

29,500. The Cemetery will make all trans-
fers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri; One-

GolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair
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