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A|tk|n monarch Iady and family take trip of a lifetime part 2

Retired Aitkin elementary instructor, Sue Kanz with her two
daughters, Kelly and Amy, and her daughter-in-law, Betsy
journeyed to Mexico in February to withess monarch sanctu-

aries.

Editor’s note: Part 1 was pub-
lished in the Feb. 1, 2025 issue,
access it at www.newshopper.net

By ANN SCHWARTZ

Before most of the birds fly
south, the orange and black
monarch butterflies have left
Minnesota for Mexico. Most
of us don’t notice when they
leave and don't think about
where they spend the winters.

Enter Sue Kanz, a retired
Aitkin elementary instruc-
tor. She is passionate about
monarchs, has studied them
for about 25 years, increases
monarch habitat and teaches
about monarchs to children
in Rippleside Elementary in

Photos by James Binder of Monarch Odyssey

Aitkin.

In February, Sue and her
daughters and daughter-in-
law, took an eco-tourism
trip to Michoacan, Mexico.
There, they visited sanctuar-
ies to witness the monarchs
in their winter roosts. They
also absorbed the culture of
the neighboring towns and
supported the locals through
their purchases.

Kelly, Sue’s eldest daughter,
is an engineer for Best Buy.
Betsy, the daughter-in-law,
teaches nursing ata college in
North Dakota. And Amy, the
youngest, plays cowboy in
Utah with a career teaching

kindergartens and a home life
of wrangling animals.

“l was really impressed to
see mom’s passion in person,”
Kelly said of the trip. The
women learned a lot, bonded
with one another and were
refreshed.

The highlight (of a tour with
James Binder, who operates
Monarch Odyssey) was going
up deep up in the mountains
in two different protected
sanctuaries. There, they saw
butterflies roost and fly and
kaleidoscopes of hundreds
of thousands flying (yes,
monarchs roosting in trees are
called a roost. When they fly
together it is a kaleidoscope
of monarchs.)

The group was limited to
10 travelers and Sue was de-
lighted to see that everyone
had a huge interest in mon-
arch butterflies and wanted to
learn more about them.

In addition, they stayed
in small hotels, ate locally
made food, rented horses and
bought souvenirs from the lo-
cals in the Mexican province
who now can benefit finan-
cially from the eco-tourism.

“50 years ago, they
wouldn’t reveal where the
monarchs wintered,” she
shared. Now, a partnership is
built among the local Mexi-

cans and monarch hobbyists
worldwide.

On the last day, tears
flowed down Sue’s cheeks as
thousands and thousands of
monarchs flew around them
and landed on them. “It had
been cool in the mountains,
but the last day was in the
60s. The sun was out and
bounced off the monarchs as
they flew around us,”
Monarch facts

While in Mexico, the but-
terflies mate. Females mate
once and the males numer-
ous times. Then, the pregnant
female makes her way to Tex-
as or another warm, southern,
state and lays eggs. This group
of young ones fly as far as
Missouri or lowa, and lay
eggs. That third generation,

starting in Mexico, is the one
that flies to Minnesota and
Canada and we see them in
May and June.

Monarchs’ underside is sil-
ver and that is what you often
see when they are roosting.
Homeowners interested in
monarchs

Sue said that you can learn
how to increase monarch
habitat on their property and
more about the butterflies
through local programs. Log
into bwsr.state.mn.us to find
out more about creating
habitat for pollinators such
as monarchs. You also may
be eligible for a grant.

You can also learn more
about monarch butterflies by
taking online classes through
monarchjointventure.org.

Thousands of monarch butlerflles roost together in Mexico
making fluttery golden wreaths.
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REAL ESTATE AGENT?

SPRING MARKET ALERT! |

THE REAL ESTATE MARKET IS HEATING UP,
AND NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME TO BUY OR SELL!

If you're thinking about making a move,

| am here to help with ({8 [1eE]ild3 and

unmatched local market knowledge.

G

Call or text me today!
Let's make your real estate
goals a reality this spring.

Vern Lewis

BROKER ASSOCIATE
218-838-3041
VERN.LEWIS@CBCROWN.COM
VLEWIS.COLDWELLBANKERCROWN.COM
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¢ Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door

] RECLINERS
~ STARTING AT $299.98

puAL PoweR RECLINING LOVESEAT wrr_u AUDIO
CONSOLE & ADJUSTABLE HEADREST $1,259.98

With it’s diamond stitching, turn your living room into a
luxurious entertainment hub. Loveseat boasts built-in
wireless audio connectivity, one-touch power control

with adjustable positions, Easy View™ adjustable
headrest, zero-draw USB port, cup holders, and flip-top
storage arms and console. Complete with ambient blue

| Matching Reciner
- Also Available

LED lighting on base for a theater-style experience.
Dimensions - Width: 74 inches Height: 43 inches Depth: 43 inches |

PROPANE AVAILABLE

WE HAVE
AMMO

including for
Motor Homes

ALL SIZES
NOW ON
SALE

Black Walnut &
PUB TABLE witH
cmnsK$2,349.98
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TOOLS ¢ GIFTS * HOUSEHOLD ¢ FURNITURE: LIVING ROOM * BEDROOM ¢ DINING

" PL UMB//VG' AND HEAT/NG
northernairplumbing.com

Now is the perfect
time to prepare for
colder months.

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection.
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected
breakdowns when you need it the most. Stay warm and comfortable by addressing
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.
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ZIPS Car Wash hosts free wash day in Baxter to say thank you after fire

Workers assessed and repaired damage from the f|re WhICh
was contained thanks to a quick-thinking citizen who called

911 and the swift action of local first responders, after the fire
started due to a heater issue.

ZIPS Car Wash is giving
back to the Baxter commu-
nity on Saturday, March 8,
with a special Free Wash
Day, inviting residents to
enjoy a complimentary car
wash from 8 a.m. to 12
p.m. at both of their local
locations. This generous
event comes as a heartfelt
thank-you to the community
for their support in the af-
termath of a fire that caused
significant damage to ZIPS’
Universal Drive location in
December 2024.

In a display of gratitude,
customers can receive a Free

Minnesota House Democrats vote
down Preserving Girls” Sports Act

On Monday, March 3
Minnesota House legislators
convened to vote on the
Republican-led Preserving
Girls" Sports Act, aimed at
ensuring the safety and fair-
ness of young girls’ athletics.
The bill sought to restrict
participation in girls’ sports
to biological females, ad-
dressing concerns over com-
petitive fairness, safety, and

opportunity.

House Democrats voted
unanimously against the bill,
allowing biological males
to compete in girls’ athletic
programs. Representative Ben
Davis (R-Merrifield) argues
that this decision reflects a
fundamental lack of respect
for female athletes and the
years of progress made by
women who have fought for

- Fluorescent Bulbs
-‘usehold Hazardous Waste
ree recycling of lead-acid car/marine
batteries - Batteries must be
SEPARATED from other waste and
CANNOT bedisposed of in the landfill!
+ Free compost of lawn and garden

material (please separate brush
a hes)

COUNTY
MINNESOTA
e T .

CROW WING

CRI]W WING COIINTY LANDFILL

Open Monday Friday
8am - 430pm

The'Following Items are Accepted
- Free oil, oil filter, and antifreeze recycling

- Demolition materials may be

- Large appliances, electronics, tires

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow

Wing County for recycling and disposal needs.

For.more information,
please call 218-824-1010.
-

at the landfill and several drop-off
locations withing the County. Visit our
webpage for drop off locations:
www.crowwing.gov/recycling

disposed in the demolition landfill
for a fee

with or without rims, and scrap
metals can be disposed at the site
for a nominal fee for recycling.
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AT RUBY’S ON THE LAKE
30% off All Outerwear -

including jackets, hats, mittens & more!
—— = 8.
Thursday 4-8 p.m. «

Saturday 8 a.m. -
Sunday 9 a.m. -

THE w . .
- e HUNGRY? stop In for Our Daily Specials: &

Thursday: All-You-Can-Eat

Broasted Chickers- & p.m.

- Friday: All-You-Can-Eat

fish Frys-sem.
Saturday: All-You-Can-Eat ‘??ymg %R;acks

’ Sunday: @repe)s 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

Thursday Night Trivia League

Teams of 4 will play every Thursday night at 7 p.m. in the

Fireplace Lounge located next to Ruby's on the Lake.
Earn points that accumulate throughout the season.
Prizes will be awarded to our top teams.

Indoor Pickleball Courts
Open 8 a.m.-8 p.m. daily
$20 for 4 for 2 hours

Frio 11 a.mo e
8 p.m
3 p.m.

fair and equal competition.
“Watching all 66 Demo-
crats vote against the safety
and athletic opportunities of
young girls was dishearten-
ing,” said Davis. “Biological
differences matter. Title 1X
was designed to provide
equal opportunities for fe-
male athletes, and allowing
males to compete against

Continued on Page 6

Basic Car Wash by entering
the code 2810 at either of
the Baxter locations—7560
Universal Drive or 7361
Glory Road. To make the ex-
perience even better, com-
plimentary vacuums, spray
cleaner, and towels will be
available to help custom-
ers get their cars sparkling
clean.

Kyle Payne, ZIPS’
District Manager for
Baxter, said, “We
were able to com-
plete all necessary |
repairs and updates [
by the end of Janu- |
ary, and we've been
eagerly waiting for
the weather to warm
up to offer this special
community day. We
owe a huge thanks to
the good Samaritan
who called 9-1-1 the
night the fire broke /Z#%
out after our store had =
closed, as well as the
local first responders
who worked quickly
to contain and extin-
guish the fire. This
event is our way of
saying thank you to ev-
eryone who supported us

Show Your Colors

8 p.m.

v

)

March 6 -
June 12

=z
rimia
NIGLHT

e L4l Reserve Your Vacatlon Home! '

4-Bedroom, 4 bath Golf Course Cottages

EST. 1898
) N -

Lakeres2

“Your family’s
sanctuary on
“the greens

}- 4 25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood
218-678-2885 - ruttgers.com

through that difficult time.”
In addition to the free car
washes, ZIPS will be extend-
ing gratitude to the local
firefighters with car wash
gift cards, while event-goers
can also take home free air
fresheners and keychains
(while supplies last). These
complimentary items will

After lots of hard work from local vendors, the
tunnel exit, where the fire occurred, is fully
repaired, including a new exit door. ZIPS Car
Wash is ready for you to enjoy a free car wash
on Saturday, March 8 at either of its Baxter
locations.

be available at both Baxter
locations, encouraging cus-
tomers to experience the
fully restored facility.

“We truly appreciate the
patience of our loyal cus-
tomers, especially our ZIPS
Unlimited Members, as

we've worked diligently to
reopen our Universal Drive
location and make it even
better than before,” said
Rebecca Latacz, Chief Mar-
keting Officer of ZIPS Car
Wash. “We are incredibly
proud to serve the Baxter
area and can’t wait to show
our gratitude on March 8th.”
About ZIPS Car
Wash

ZIPS Car Wash,
headquartered in

8% Plano, Texas, op-

- erates over 260 lo-
L cations across 23
~ states under the
ZIPS Car Wash,
Rocket Express Car
Wash, and Jet Brite
- Car Wash brands.
With two decades
of experience in the
| car wash industry,
ZIPS is known for
delivering the high-
est-quality express
tunnel car wash-
es, combining ad-
vanced technology
with exceptional
customer service.
ZIPS also provides
value through loyalty re-
wards via its mobile app and
positively impacts commu-
nities through partnerships
with schools, military non-
profits, and local organiza-
tions. For more information,
visit www.zipscarwash.com.
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Governor Walz concern over tariffs

On March 4, Governor Tim
Walz visited a corn and soy-
bean farm in Cannon Falls to
express his concerns about the
negative impact of President
Trump’s tariffs on Minnesota’s
farmers. The new tariffs, which
took effect on Tuesday, may
limit Minnesota agricultural
exports and increase the cost
of critical inputs such as fer-
tilizer and fuel.

The tariffs, imposed on
goods from Canada and Mex-
ico, could disrupt Minne-
sota’s agricultural trade, as
both countries are among
the state’s top three agri-
cultural export markets. In
2024, Minnesota exported
over $1 billion in food and
agricultural products to both

TR W — |
countries—$1.094 billion to
Mexico and $1.083 billion
to Canada.

“These tariffs will hurt our
farmers, point blank,” Gover-
nor Walz stated during the vis-
it. “In the last month, President
Trump has made it abundantly
clear that he does not care
about the farmers who feed,
fuel, and grow our country.
As Governor, | will work to
ensure Minnesota continues
to be a valued trading partner,
and we will continue to stand
up and fight for the people
who feed our families and
drive our economy.”

Agriculture plays a vital
role in Minnesota’s econo-
my, employing hundreds of
thousands of residents and

generating over $100 billion
annually. The newly imposed
tariffs on Canada and Mexi-
co, along with an additional
10 percent tariff on Chinese
goods, further complicate
agricultural market.

In addition to the tariffs on
Canada and Mexico, Pres-
ident Trump has increased
tariffs on Chinese imports,
bringing the cumulative tar-
iff rate on Chinese goods
to 20 percent. China has
been a major buyer of U.S.
soybeans, purchasing $12.8
billion worth in 2024. How-
ever, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture recently revised
its FY 2025 export forecast for
China, cutting it by $1.3 bil-
lion from earlier projections.
This reduction is largely due
to decreased demand for U.S.
soybeans, corn, sorghum, and
cotton.

Agriculture is an essential
part of Minnesota’s econo-
my, employing hundreds of
thousands of Minnesotans and
generating over $100 billion
dollars annually.
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A Minneapolis woman
has pleaded guilty for her
role in the $250 million
fraud scheme that exploit-
ed a federally funded child
nutrition program during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
announced Acting U.S. At-
torney Lisa D. Kirkpatrick.

According to court doc-
uments, Najmo M. Ahmed,
35, helped her husband
Said Ereg run a small
storefront grocery store in
Minneapolis called Ever-
green Grocery and Deli.
In April 2020, Ereg en-
rolled Evergreen Grocery
and Deli in the Federal
Child Nutrition Program
as a food distribution site
under the sponsorship
of Feeding Our Future.
Under the direction of her
husband, Ahmed signed
falsified meal count sheets,
including one dated De-
cember 31,2020, claiming
Evergreen Grocery and

Woman guilty in $250 million
Feeding Our Future fraud scheme

Deli served 3,250 children
— twice a day — during the
week of January 24, 2021.
Between April 2020 and
April 2021, Evergreen Gro-
cery and Deli claimed to
have served over 1.4 million
meals to children.
According to court doc-
uments, Evergreen Grocery
and Deli received over $4.2
million in payments from
Feeding Our Future based
on fraudulent claims. Ereg
transferred funds from Ev-
ergreen’s business accounts
into personal accounts in his
name and Ahmed’s name,
and Ahmed knew that the
large sums of money her
husband deposited into her
account were proceeds from
illegal activity. Ahmed trans-
ferred at least $1,147,348 in
funding from her personal
bank accounts to foreign
textile and trading compa-
nies such as Shaoxing Aifan
Textile Co. She also used

the money to fund her
lavish lifestyle and made
purchases from Burberry,
Louis Vuitton, and Canada
Goose. Ltd. In total, Ahmed
laundered $1,381,048 in
Federal Child Nutrition
Program funds through her
personal bank accounts.

Ahmed pleaded guilty
yesterday in U.S. District
Court before Judge Nancy
E. Brasel. A sentencing
hearing will be scheduled
at a later date.

The case is the result of
an investigation by the FBI,
RS — Criminal Investiga-
tions, and the U.S. Postal
Inspection Service.

Assistant U.S. Attorneys
Harry M. Jacobs, Joseph
H. Thompson, Matthew S.
Ebert, and Daniel W. Bobi-
er are prosecuting the case.
Assistant U.S. Attorney
Craig Baune is handling
the seizure and forfeiture
of assets.

Voice your concerns and opinions at Township Day on Tuesday, March 11

Minnesota’s 1,776 town-
ships will hold their annual
meeting on Tuesday, March
11, 2025. Known as Town-
ship Day, these annual meet-
ings are held every year on
the second Tuesday in March
and sets townships apart from
other forms of local govern-
ment. At this meeting, resi-
dents of the townships will
meet to voice their opinions
about local issues with other
township residents and also
vote directly on their annual
tax levy -- direct democracy

in action. Citizens attending
annual meetings also often
discuss and vote on other
local issues.

In addition, many of the
state’s townships will hold
their township officer elec-
tions on Tuesday’s Township
Day.

“Township Day 2025 will
put grassroots democracy on
display. We encourage all
residents to show up, express
themselves, and weigh in
on topics like their tax levy
and local elections,” said

Minnesota Association of
Townships Executive Director
Jeff Krueger.

“If you live in a township,
please participate in your
township’s annual meeting
on Tuesday, March 11. You
can find the location and time
by checking the published
notice in the local newspa-
per, township website, or
by contacting the township
clerk,” continued Krueger.

“Townships today include
over 900,000 Minnesota
residents, and we represent

e COMMUNITY EVENTS

March

10th - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St.
Joseph's Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby. For more information, contact: Tammy
Ringhand at 218-838-0658, Jill Larsen at 218-851-1488 or Ann Silgen at 218-330-9610.

12th - Crafts for Kids, 1 - 2 p.m., at Jessie F. Hallett Memorial Library in Crosby. All ages are welcome, no

registration required.

14th - 7th - St. Francis School fish fry fundraiser, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., at 411 North Tenth Street, Brainerd. Meal
includes all-you-can-eat fried and baked fish, potatoes, vegetable, bread, beverage and dessert for $15
per person ages 11 and older. Children 11 and under are $8. A punch card is available for $80 at check

in. Carry-out is available.

15th - St. Urho’s Day Pancake Breakfast 7:30 - 11:30 a.m. at the Jacobson Community Center. All-you can-
eat breakfast features pancakes and sausages with coffee, orange juice and grapes. Takeout available

text or call 612-280-5125.

15th - Winter Indoor Farmers’ Market at Deerwood Auditorium, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. with hand-crafted items offered.

17th - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St.
Joseph's Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby. For more information, contact: Tammy
Ringhand at 218-838-0658, Jill Larsen at 218-851-1488 or Ann Silgen at 218-330-9610.

19th - Cascade United Methodist Church free supper, 5:30 p.m. brings families and neighbors together to
enjoy a home-cooked meal. The supper is held the third Wednesday of each month. Call 218- 534-3507
for a reservation . Cascade is located between Deerwood and Crosby at 22781 Black Lake Road, Deer-

wood on Highway 6 and 210.

21st - St. Francis School fish fry fundraiser, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., at 411 North Tenth Street, Brainerd. Meal
includes all-you-can-eat fried and baked fish, potatoes, vegetable, bread, beverage and dessert for $15
per person ages 11 and older. Children 11 and under are $8. A punch card is available for $80 at check

in. Carry-out is available.

21st & 22nd - Brainerd Lakes Home Show and Expo at the Essentia Health Sports Center in Brainerd. Show
hours are noon - 7 p.m. on Friday, March 21 and 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. on Saturday, March 22: Visit www.Brain-
erdLakes Chamber.com for more in- formation.
23rd - Redding’s Sports and Spirits Kids' Ice Fishing Tournament, 10 a.m. to noon on Mary Lake in Emily.
Area youth ages 15 and under are welcome to participate in the tournament. A $10 entry fee includes
lunch at 12:30 p.m. at the Emily Fire Department. All holes will be drilled and bait supplied by Redding’s.
24th - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St.
Joseph's Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby.
Send your community events to

hopper@croshyironton.net

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

« Fair Cash Offer
» Quick Closing
- No Realtor Fees - Convenient Closing Date

LizBuys

- No House Repairs
- Simple Home Sale

Call (844) 978-0683

Reasonable * Experienced ¢ Reliable

Get
on the
List for
Spring

Call for

Clean Up

|

Full

Service Lawn Care
Lawn Mowing/Trimming ¢ Debris Removal

Tree Trimming ° RipRap and Shoreline Repair

Paver & Retaining Wall Repair & Installation

Get on the list for Summer Mowing and Yard Maintenance

gerving the

Tim Turner 218-866-2349
Lakes A2 pavid Turner 651-242-4796

an extraordinary form of
local government. Township
Day annual meetings are
your chance to participate
in grassroots government,”
concluded Krueger.
Information on Minnesota'’s
townships: There are approx-
imately 918,256 township
residents in 1,776 townships
in Minnesota. Townships ex-
ist in every area of the state,
including the metropolitan
area. Some, with populations
of more than 1,000, function
in much the same way as

Send Us Your]
Photos and
Community

Events!

Got an interesting
photo and
story to share?

Just send it to
hopper @ crosbyiron-
ton.net, along with
your name, city and
a description of the
photo. We also accept
news and communi-
ty events. And who
knows, you may see
your submission next
week in the

NEwsHOPPER

Scripture Obedient People are Invited to
Almighty Yahuah’s Annual
Sacred Festival Passover April 12-18.
Call Proverbs 6:23 Ministry for details 218-533-6029

CONTRACTORS

Radtke Remodeling & Construction
Custom Built Homes e Remodeling e Garages
Pole Buildings e

New Additions e
General Contracting

DaLE R. Morris, CPA
214 - 1st Ave. NW ¢ Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm; or by appointment
™

Electronic

Tax Filing
Available

The DO Generation Minnesota history N
comes alive in this collection of interviews
by investigative reporter and
Aitkin County resident, Philip Neese.
Originally written for the NewsHoppER
Phil brings to light our exciting past and
the struggles of Minnesotans in the
greater Mille Lacs Lake area.

This 447 page book makes a great gift
for all your “Up North” friends and family!

Published on Amazon.com: https://a.co/d/chVIOf/

a small city. While many
townships remain rural ag-
ricultural centers, other host
a variety of residential, light
commercial, and industrial
development.

The tradition of Township
Day: The tradition of a town
meeting has roots in colo-
nial America. New England
town meetings gave citizens
a way to exercise local au-
thority. Those meetings were
especially important in the
development of democracy
because it emphasized prob-

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, March 1 & 8, 2025)
WEALTHWOOD
TOWNSHIP CHANGE
OF MEETING NOTICE

Wealthwood Township
Board regular meeting will
be changed to Wednesday,
March 12, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.
due to the Annual Meeting and
Election at 7:00 p.m. on Tues-
day, March 11, 2025.

Dated: February 11, 2025

LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township
2.25

(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 22,
Mar. 1 & 8, 2025)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP
ANNUAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given to
the qualified voters of Libby
Township, County of Aitkin,
State of Minnesota, that the
Annual Town Meeting will be
held on Tuesday, March 11,
2025 at the Palisade Commu-
nity Center. The Annual Meet-
ing will commence at 1:00
p.m. to conduct all necessary
business prescribed by law.
In case of inclement weath-
er, the meeting may be post-
poned until the third Tuesday
in March.
Dated this 16th day of
February 2025
JANE GRIMSBO JEWETT,
Clerk Libby Township
3.5

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, Feb. 22,
March 1 & 8, 2025)

TOWNSHIP OF LITTLE

PINE NOTICE OF

ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting for the
Township of Little Pine will be
held on Tuesday, March 11,
2025 at 7:00 p.m.

In the case of inclement
weather the meeting will in-
stead be held on Tuesday,
March 18, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting will be held at

Emily City Hall
39811 State Highway 6,
Emily, MN 56447

The meeting is also ac-
cessible via Zoom. Meeting
ID: 780 450 6554 Password:
5644747

Dated: February 12, 2025
ABRA HAWLEY

Little Pine Township Clerk
3.6

Hoppers Helper's Service Directory

FLooRING

JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding,
Refinishing  Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576
Check Me Out On Facebook

Insulation

Dean Radtke, Aitkin. Lic. #20108758
www.radtkeremodelingconstruction.com

218-678-3403¢ 218-839-6103

2024w39

HEearing & AIR CONDITIONING

Ken’s Heating & Mobile Home Supply
Nationally Certified
Service Technician — over 30 Years Experience
Mobile Home
Heating and Air Conditioning ® RV’s/Supplies

LP & Natural Gas e

Residential & Commercial e

lem-solving through group
efforts.

Background on townships:
Townships were the original
form of local government in
Minnesota, established in
the 1800s when Congress
ordered a survey that divided
the Minnesota territory into
36 square mile tracts of land.
Today, the term “township”
generally refers to public
corporations governed by a
local board of supervisors
and created to provide ser-
vices to residents.

(Published in NewsHopper
Sat., Feb. 22,
Mar. 1 & 8, 2025)
LIBBY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF AUDIT
The Libby Township Board
of Audit will be held at the Pal-
isade Community Center on
Tuesday, March 11, 2025 at
2:00 p.m.
Dated this 16th day of
February 2025
JANE GRIMSBO JEWETT,
Clerk Libby Township
2.1

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, March 1 & 8, 2025)
WEALTHWOOD
TOWNSHIP NOTICE
OF ELECTION AND
ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given to
the voters of Wealthwood
Township.

The annual election of
Wealthwood Township will be
held at the Wealthwood Town
Hall on Tuesday, March 11,
2025, to elect one Supervi-
sor for a three (3) year term,
and one clerk/ treasurer for a
2 year term. The polls will be
open from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

The annual meeting will
convene at 8:15 p.m. to con-
duct all necessary business as
prescribed by law.

In case of inclement weath-
er, the election and meeting
will be postponed until Tues-
day, March 18, 2025.

Dated: February 11, 2025

LINDA WENDLANDT, Clerk

Wealthwood Township
4.2

(Published in NewsHopper
Saturday, March 1 & 8, 2025)
KIMBERLY
TOWNSHIP NOTICE
OF ANNUAL MEETING

The meeting will start at
7:00 p.m. on March 11, 2025
to conduct all necessary busi-
ness as prescribed by law
and held at Glen/Kimberly
Town Hall. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the meeting will
be postponed until March 18,
2025.

Please contact the clerk
at 612-619-6742 or kimberly-
clerk06@gmail.com for copies
of reports or any questions.

Dated: February 15, 2025
MIA RAPOPORT,
Kimberly Township Clerk
3.00

WEeBsITE

STELLAR WEB PROS Website, SEO & Digital Design
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality,
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

218-821-6720 e Aitkin ® kensheatingllc.com woos 2005
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OBITUARIES

CHUB KLEIN

Chub Klein, 95, of Brainerd,
died on February 25, 2025 at
1\ his home surrounded by his

A Mass of Christian Buri-
| al was held at 11 a.m. on

|| Thursday, March 6, 2025 at
St Andrew’s Catholic Church.
Interment was at Evergreen

Memorial Gardens.

Chub was born April 30, 1929, in Eckelson, North
Dakota to Herman and Ethel (Hass) Klein. As a
young child the family moved to a farm in South
Brainerd. After graduating from the Brainerd High

School in 1947, he enlisted in the
U.S. Navy. He proudly served in
the Korean War from 1948-1952.
After returning to Brainerd, he
married Lorna Kleinschmidt in
1953. He worked for 31 years at Burlington Northern
Railroad until his retirement in 1984.

He is survived by his children: Cheryl (Clyde)
Wilson, Mike (Heidi) Klein, Jeff (Wendy) Klein, and
Angie (Dave) Farrand; 10 grandchildren; nine-
great-grandchildren; two great-great grandchildren
and sister Lorraine Fait.

He is preceded in death by children: Tom and
Linda Klein; parents; brother, Al; and sister, Leila.

——

MARY MCHALE

Mary Louise McHale, 77, of
Brainerd died on February 7,
2025 at Woodland Good Sa-
maritan Nursing Home.

Please join in celebrating
Mary’s life by sharing stories
and refreshments on Friday,
| March 14, 2025 from 1:00-
3:00 p.m. at the 100 Chapel of
Woodland Good Samaritan Nursing Home.

Mary was born on June 28, 1947 in Austin, MN
to Donald F. and Virginia L. McHale. She grew up in
Hastings and moved to the Brainerd Lakes area in
1971. Mary worked various jobs where she enjoyed

making friends and earning money to go shopping
and out to eat. She never wanted to miss an event
or holiday, especially if it involved food and friends
and enjoyed watching cartoons and NCIS, beading
necklaces, coloring pictures and collecting photos
of friends & their pets.

Mary is survived by her brother, Michael McHale
of Hastings; step-siblings: John, Diane and Russ
(Meg) Nygren and Juanita (Terry) Wallin; cousins;
step-family members and her special friend, Creig.

She was preceded in death by her grandparents
Fred and Gertrude Anderson and Francis and Helen
McHale; parents; brother, John; step-mother, Jane;
uncle, Richard and aunt, Delores Anderson.

ROY ABBOTT

Roy “Rob” Abbott, 67, of Ironton died on January
15, 2025 at Carefree Living in Brainerd.

A Celebration of Life will be held on March 11,
2025 at the Myrin-dJames American Legion Post in
Ironton from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Military honors
will be presented at 3:30 p.m.

He was born in Crosby on March 11, 1957 to Roy
and Vivian Abbott.

Rob is survived by his wife, Kristi Abbott; son,
Justin (Kelsie) Abbott; daughter, Trisha Abbott; and
four grandchildrenL Dylan, Alyssa, Braydon and
Elyjah Abbott; and sisters: Penny (Louie) Valiquet
and Jane “Bubbles” Manske.

Preceding Rob in death are his parents; and sister
LaVonne McCalvy.

Arrangements are with oop Funeral Home in Crosby.

LORETTA DEBORD

Loretta Mae DeBord, 88, of Crosby died on
February 26, 2025 at the Heartwood Care Center
in Crosby.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 1:00 p.m. on
Monday, March 10, 2025 at the Koop Funeral Home
in Crosby. Visitation will be one hour prior to the
service at the funeral home on Monday.

She was born on October 5, 1936 in Eau Claire,
WI to Marshall and Laura (Barrett) Howe. She was
united in marriage to Clifford DeBord Sr. on Decem-
ber 1, 1962 in Rapid City, SD.

Loretta is survived by her son, Clifford DeBord
Jr. of Hackensack; three daughters: Dorothy
Roberts of Brainerd, Laurisa (Rob) Grossman of
Fargo, ND and Virginia (Ryan) Blumsted of Pequot
Lake; sister, Rebecca Rouse of Ruthven, IA; 16
grandchildren, 39 great-grandchildren and three
great-great-grandchildren.

Preceding Loretta in death are her parents; hus-
band, Clifford DeBord, Sr. in 2000; three sons: An-
thony DeBord, Walter DeBord and Steven DeBord
and several brothers and sisters.

VICKIE KYAR

& Vickie Lynn (Brage) Kyar, 67,

\.+7 died on Tuesday, February 25,
y 2025, at Essentia Health — St.

Joseph’s Medical Center.

J Funeral services will be held

A - . at 11 a.m. on Friday, March 14,
=7 | | 2025, at First Lutheran Church
}k | in Brainerd. Family and friends
. = are invited to gather from 10-11
a.m. for the visitation.

Vickie was born on November 3, 1957 to Russell
and Marjorie (Davidson) Brage in Grand Forks, ND,
where she attended school. In 1981, she met the love
of her life, Wes Kyar. They would spend the next 44
years together. In 1990 they moved to Brainerd. Over
the years she worked at Cragun’s Resort, Walmart,

and did home care. Her co-workers nicknamed her
the “energizer bunny”. Vickie was always the life of
the party. She could make anybody laugh. She loved
fishing, car shows, outdoor music festivals and road
trips. At home, she loved taking care of her flowers
and working around the house. Her favorite though
was keeping the vehicles clean and detailed.

Vickie is survived by the love of her life, Wes Kyar;
brothers, Larry Brage of Stevens Point, WI and Todd
(Kathy) Brage of Walker; sister, Sherri (Mark) Hart in
Grand Forks, ND; brother-in-law, Rod (Maggie) Kyar
of Barnesville; sister-in-law, Sharon (Ray) Welliver of
Brainerd; many aunts and uncles; and many nieces
and nephews.

She is preceded in death by her parents Russell and
Marjorie Brage; and her sister-in-law, Jackie Brage.

BRUCE HARRIER

Bruce Harrier, 79, of Lake-
shore, died on March 1, 2025.

Bruce was born on February
6, 1946, to Russel and Lottie
(Boessenroth) Harrier in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota. He married
Linda Steele on September
11, 1976.

Bruce spent many years on

Bass Lake at the family cabin. In 2007, Bruce and
Linda built their dream home. Bruce loved the
outdoors, whether he was fishing (mostly at the
end of Gunflint Trail), or just being out on the boat
on the Gull Lake Chain. He enjoyed watching foot-
ball, baseball and hockey. Above all else, he loved
spending time with his wife and friends.

Bruce is survived by his wife. He is preceded in
death by his parents; and sister, Lisa Harrier.
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CHURCH,DIREGCIORY.

* Indicates handicap accessible. NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise.

ALLIANCE

Aitkin* — New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am;
Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street SW;
newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;
Worship 10; www.pointway.org

Garrison* — Worship 10:30am

Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169
north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Aitkin — Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning
Service 10.

Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10
& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org

Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30

Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS
at 9:30, Worship at 10:45

Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa
Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch @gmail.com; 218-
697-2662

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST

Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William
Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org

Baxter - Eagle Brook Church , Worship 9 & 11, www.eagle-
brookchurch.com/locations/brainerd-lakes/

Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens,
218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed.
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; focbrainerd.com

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* — SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9;
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC

Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass
Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30. Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun.
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat.
5p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph's, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri.
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed.
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family; Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only
through Labor Day) w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor — Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581;
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland
Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner
218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10

COMMUNITY

Aitkin— Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE.,
Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959

Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene-
Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30;
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays; Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10;
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm.

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm. Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7 p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed.
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean;
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm,
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service
9:30; SS 10:45.

EPISCOPAL

Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9

Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-
ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday.
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE

Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at
9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm.

Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-
692-4141,37218 County Road 66, www.crosslakeefc.org

Isle — Pastor Mark Lee; Sunday School 9:00 am; Worship
10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10;
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30;
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC

Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information
320-684-2804

LUTHERAN

Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev. Rebecca Hinz; Worship
9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.

Aitkin — First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship
Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on
YouTube - First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

Aitkin (Cedarbrook) — St. John's (ELCA) Pastor Sarah
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John's Church Road,
Aitkin. Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am. stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin — St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).
Pastor Bill Werth. Sunday Worship 9. Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15. 13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter.
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood). 218-829-4105.
www.christbaxter.com.

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st &

3rd Sun., 10:30.

Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty
Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday
School following worship. Services also available on
YouTube and Facebook. 218-829-9552 ficbrainerd.com
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St.
- Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.lIchurch.org)

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email:
trinity @trinitybrainerd.org

Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship 9

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd.
218-829-4317. www.zionbrainerd.com.

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.

Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson; Sun. 9:30
worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship

Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel
Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.

Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.
com Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor
218-692-3682 * 35960 CR 66, Through Mid-May: Sunday
at 9:30am & Wednesday at 6:15pm. Weekly Free Com-
munity Meal - Wednesdays at 5:15pm - All are welcome!

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion,
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11, 218-692-4228,
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne;
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA), Worship 9 SS 9;
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101.

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel. Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am. 320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas;
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert;
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47.
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub — Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9, (alternates with
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30;
handicapped accessible.

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15

Isle —Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship
9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.

Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun.
10, Service 11, fellowship follows.

Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-
terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by
fellowship and Bible study. (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun.
Worship 9am. Fellowship following Service. Communion
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.;
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath — Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.

McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church
(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior's (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue.9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA; Pastor Luke Lekander,
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.

Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor
Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am

Pequot Lakes™ - Our Savior's Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15a.m.,
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.

Rossburg — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd

Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) — Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1%, 3“ and
4™ Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of
Hwy 210

Thor — Zion, Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.

Wright — St. John's (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua
Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School
Sun. 9:30; Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden,
Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street,
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis,
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St., Suite
2, 218-829-2989.

PENTECOSTAL

Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN
56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939.

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall,
Co.Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11.218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN

Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9;
Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.

McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.

Tamarack — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11.

REFORMED

Crosby — Lifespring Church, a member of Fellowship of
Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST

Aitkin — Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer
Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S

Brainerd — Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible
Study 10; Bible Study & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910
Oak Street, Brainerd, 218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30
1st and 4th Sundays. 218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St,
Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty.
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST

Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-
days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.

Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday
Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507.

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9

Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook
live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible
Study Thursday at 6 pm.

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10

McGregor® — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45;
fellowship follows.

Onamia— Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship
10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell: 218-360-1947

WESLEYAN

Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time
10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.; 218-763-HOPE.
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GOT AN UNWANTED
CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast
free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs
help veterans find work or
start their own business. Call
24/7:1-844-588-6535. (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations
at 1-888-429-2331 today!
(mcn)

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, nocost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-855
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Farm

PLANTERS: (24) JD 1770
boxes w/ vacuum meters &
new gaskets on lids, $2,400.
JD 500-gallon go-between
w/new pump $500. 515-298-
4172 (mcn)

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT advertising which is decep-
tive, fraudulent, or which might otherwise violate the law.

A GREAT place to live and work!

Over 50 Years of Values Based Care,
Serving the Aitkin Community:

Live at Aicota:

* Assisted Living
* Respite Care

Work at Aicota:

* Nursing Assistant (free training)
= Social Wellness
* RN/LPN

AICOTA

HEALTH CARE CENTER

¢ Short Term Rehab/Recovery
* Long Term Living

Aicota Health Care Center & Assisted Living
850 2nd Street NW « Aitkin, MN 546431
218.927.2164 » www.aicota.com

<+ Customer Service - Anticipating
needs and exceeding expectations

< Attitude - Having fun and
working hard while giving
100% to our residents

K Respecf - Supporting and
understanding that we are
all unigue and special

% Excellence - Emphasizing quality
and striving to always be better
tomorrow than we are today

%+ Stewardship - Maximizing
precious resources and ensuring
we use them to their fullest

NewsHopper™

March 8, 2025
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N THE CLASSIFIEDS!

DENTAL INSURANCE from
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400
plus procedures. Real dental
insurance -NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call
now! GeSTOP OVERPAYING
FOR HEALTH INSURANCE!
A recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle
to pay for health coverage.
Let us show you how much
you can save. Call Now for a
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to
have your zip code to con-
nect to the right provider.

NEewsHorPER Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

Minnesota

v

Display Ad
Network

STATEWIDE
ADVERTISING

1s EASY!

Go to www.NewsHopper.net
for more information.

The 2x2 Network is a program of the Minnesota Newspaper Association.

® Free Pickup & Towing.
= Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 429-2331 to donate

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-429-2331

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

BECOME

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Discover
Oxygen Therapy That Moves
with You with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE
information kit. Call 1-888-
815-4903. (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the ideal
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants
to regain access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR
HEALTH INSURANCE! A
recent study shows that a
majority of people struggle
to pay for health coverage.
Let us show you how much
you can save. Call Now for a
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to
have your zip code to connect

to the riiht grovider. !mcn)

Don’t Pay for Covered Home
Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. We stand by our
service and if we can't fix it,
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan
that fits your budget! Call:
1-877-743-7971

IN AS

LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or other
unsecured debt, see how we can help.

SEE HOW MUCH YOU COULD SAVE

Call today:

+1 (866) 552-0649

W NATIONAL

DEBT RELIEF

BOGO
40% OFF

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

+ $200 OFF

Your Entire Purchase

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

ENDS 4/30

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

{ s HEALTH & MEDICAL : S s
AUTOMOBILES O oBiEEy HEeATH & MEDICAL Home ServicEs
Conr. ONT. ConT.

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available.
Call 1-888-770-8025. Have
zip code of property ready
when calling! (mcn)

AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE?
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing available.
Call 1-888-770-8025. Have
zip code of property ready
when calling! (mcn)

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP
& RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead
to major damage in your
home. Qur trusted profes-
sionals do complete repairs
to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7:
1-888-750-5574. Have zip
code of service location

readi when éou call! !mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING?
Call today schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on Carpet-
ing & Flooring. Call Today!
1-844-588-6590

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime warranty
& professional installs. Senior
& Military Discounts available.
Call: 1-855-315-1330. (mcn)

To Place An Ad
Call 218-821-1393 or
www.newshopper.net

CoONT.

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability benefits if you have are
between 52-63 years old and
under a doctor’s care for a
health condition that prevents
you from working for a year or
more. Call now! 1-888-924-
0449. (mcn)

ReEAL EstatE

I

We Buy Houses for Cash
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Houses:
1-844-349-1639. (mcn)

SAFES

NEW AND
USED SAFES
FOR SALE -
Safe repair and
locked safes
opened e Heavy
and light duty
gun safes and
vault doors on
hand ¢ High
security safes
forgoldandsilver
320-360-5431 w5

WANTED TO RENT

I
)

—=

\s2e/

Retired man wants to rent
house or townhouse with
garage long term anywhere
around Deerwood, Aitkin
Crosslake. Can spend up to
somewhere around $1,500
with utitlities. Call James
651-353-3558 move in April
15 to April 30. w11

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide!
No Repairs. No Fuss.

» Fair Cash Offer
S + Quick Closing
» No Realtor Fees

+ No House Repairs
+ Simple Home Sale
+ Convenient Closing Date

Call (844) 978-0683

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE

TN
€ERIEHOME.

when tackling your roof!

LIMITED
TIME
OFFER!

SAVE!

UPTO
o,
50 7
OFF
INSTALLATION

FREE ESTIMATE
1.844.907.2386

Expires 4/30/2025  MADE IN THE U.S.A.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt4 o
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 429-2331

NEWSPAPER

EPCany
Mlnnesota Classified Advertising Network iios
| misceLlLANEous Il MISCELLANEOUS |

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum
B'urchcse requlred Qther restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction

id-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area.
If you call the number prowded you consent to bemg contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email,
pre-recorded messages by Erie or its dffiliates service providers using automated technologies
notwithstanding if you are on'a DO NOT CALL list or register. Pleaise review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

® 855-502-6514

MINNESOTA

BOGO 40% OFF ...

WANTED: SAFE STEP GET DISH
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES North  America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. satellite TV + internet! Free install, free =
Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick ~Comprehensive  lifetime ~ warranty. HD-DVR upgrade, 80,000 on-demand + szoo Off Your Entlre PurChase

Minimum purchase of 4

up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

movies, plus limited time up to $600
in gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

ENDS 4/30

WE BUY HOUSES
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash offer and get paid.
Get your fair cash offer today by call-
ing Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

MARRIAGE POEM
The Marriage Poem makes a great
and unique present for a wed-
ding or anniversary. Check it out on
Etsy or at TheMarriagePoem.etsy.com

BOOST INFINITE!
Unlimited talk, text and data for just
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one
low price! Call today and get the latest
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

Your ad here!
Only $279 to reach a statewide audience of

1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES!
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
vehicle pickup and secure a generous
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

DON’T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to
regain access to their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT

;V’

‘NewsHopeer Classified Order Form  fooe e

# of issues

As Low as $5.50
per issue for

Add a photo for
$12.00 per issue

1 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)

Name 0 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum) 13 or more issues
1 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum) 10 word minimum)
Address () 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.
City State Zip Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide printed maximum size)

All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: ¢/ X £ T § & Qv = s TR X X O

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

We are not responsible for error due to illegible

copy or missing punctuation. Punctuation does

not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail
and web address counts as one word.

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad

Number of Words

Rate per Word X
Additional Costs +
Total Per Week

send
to:

NewsHoPPER

PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

www.NewsHopper.net ¢ hopper@crosbyironton.net

Number of Weeks  x

TOTAL COST OF AD
— Thank you for your order! =
VISA Please make check payable to the NEwsHoPPER E"”‘a




6 March 8, 2025 NewsHopper™
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/1J JJQ‘S\%D o J1}5‘5J FT.

OVER 400 ROLLS "0

g\g‘}, REMNANTS $10.95:0 .

AU T QUi fMerchandise

TYKE'S CARPET CASTLE
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd ¢ 218-829-3878
Open: 9 -5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

www.NewsHopper.net

Democrats vote down Preserving Girls’ Sports Acts |

Continued from Page 2
girls undermines decades
of progress for women in
sports.”

The Preserving Girls” Sports
Act (HF 12) aimed to prohibit
males from competing in
sports designated for girls and
women, ensuring that female
students would have fair and
equal opportunities in school
sports. Representative Davis
highlighted widespread pub-
lic support for the bill, stating,
“Minnesotans are tired of
fighting for basic common
sense while grappling with
years of poor governance
from the Democrat Party.”

Davis continued, “most
agree that forcing young girls
to compete against biological
males isn’t just nonsensical—
it's dangerous. As a protective
father of four daughters, this
issue hits even closer to home

)

\Y, /7/ RTHERN N AR,

for me. We even had a high-
school girl testify in commit-
tee about a broken wrist she
sustained while competing
against a male athlete.”

The floor vote followed a
rally earlier in the day on the
Capitol steps, where Riley
Gaines, a 12-time NCAA
All-American swimmer and
advocate for fair female ath-
letics, addressed the crowd.
Gaines, who has been out-
spoken about protecting
women’s sports from unfair
competition, emphasized
the importance of safeguard-
ing opportunities for female
athletes.

After the vote, Republicans
tabled the bill for future con-
sideration, signaling ongoing
efforts to bring attention to the
issue and continue the fight
for fairness in women’s sports

(,l/n/ (Oa;f@’/a//l

$79 Gas Furnace !
Inspection

Not to be combined with any other offer.

UMBING AND HEAT/ING

,&\ northernairplumbing.com
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

(S'tellﬂ/b Web Pros *

W Help-lfou Reach tfour Goals!

Professional & affordable
website design services

tailored to you!

Responsive
Mobile
Friendly
| Adaptable

Curious to see the potential of your new website?

StellarWebPros.com /ocal in the [akes Asea

NEewsHoprpER Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

%& Construcﬂo

Aitkin, Minnesota
License# BC768287

N N &)

Specializing in
Shoreline Restoration

* Rip Rap Rock [nstallation

e Boulder Wall Material
[nstallation

¢ Sod [nstallation

e Class Five

e Bobcat Work

e Demolition

¢ All Dirt Work Needs

e Patios

General Building &
Remodeling Contractor

¢ Roofing

e Window [nstallation

¢ Siding

e Garages

e Doors

e Decks

¢ Handicapped Bathrooms

Full Stucul Steel Bldines |
Home ¢ Garage ® Shed ¢ Office  Ag
Call 218-839-3371 for an estimate

Dozer & Backhoe Work

e Basements

e Driveways

e Ponds

» Wild Life Food Plots

e Land & Lot Clearing

e Stump Removal

e Rip Rap

e Demolition

e Building Pads

e Ditches and Ditch Clean-
ing

e Black Dirt, Sand &
Gravel

* Roads / Road Building

e Boulder Walls

e Trail Brushing

Tree Removal

¢ Tree Removal and Clean-
up

e Stump Grinding

e Storm Damage Cleanup

e Aerial Truck

- - \, — - b

0ld wood (decks S|d|ng, Iogs etc.) looks hew again
with media blasting and staining!
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