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Sandra Day 0’
Connor Institute
announces winners
of 6th annual
Civics Challenge

he Sandra Day O’Connor
Tlnstitute for American

Democracy is pleased to
announce the ten winners of the
6th Annual Civics Challenge.

This online civics competition,
open to students in grades 6
through 12, invites them to
choose a civics education topic
and express their knowledge
through an essay, short video, or
original song.

Among the eight students that
received an honorable mention
is Naina D., 11th grade studentin
San Jose.

“We are amazed by the knowl-
edge, creativity and talent these
students have demonstrated,”
Institute Presidentand CEO Sarah
Suggs said. “Justice O’Connor was
committed to civics education and
the tremendous interest in our
Civics Challenge is inspiring as
we look to future generations to
lead our nation. We congratulate
all of the winners and honorable
mention recipients for their com-
mitment to civics.”

See WINNERS, page 4
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Remains of
WWII USAAF
airman found
after more
than 80 years

2nd Lieutenant Robert T. McCollum to be
buried at Oak Hill Cemetery in San Jose,
CA on Saturday, May 3rd to be near his
parents, sister and family members

William Bellou
Publisher
orld War II: 2nd LT Robert T. McCollum
Wwas adecorated bombardier assigned to
the 565th bombardment squadron of the
United States Army Air Force (USAAF) in the Euro-
pean Theatre.

McCollum, who was born in Cleveland Ohio,
received several medals commemorating his more
than 15 successful bombing missions over Europe
in a B-24] Liberator.

McCollum’s squadron targeted major industri-
al sites, including Berlin’s manufacturing centers,

cC m received
several medals
commemorating his
- morethan15
“successful bombgg
missions over Europe
in a B-24] Liberator. -

World War II: 2nd LT
Robert T. McCollum was
a decorated bombardier.

oil production facilities in Merseburg, factories in
Miinster, and shipbuilding yards in Vegesack. It
also struck Vergeltungswaffen (V-weapon) sites
inthe Pas de Calais and took partin the large-scale
attacks on Germany’s aircraft production indus-
try during Operation Argument (Big Week) in Feb-
ruary 1944.

On afateful day onJune 20, 1944, tragedy struck
over the Baltic Sea near the coast of Denmark.

B-24 mid-air collision

The 22-year-old McCollum was aboard the Lib-
erator, when, for reasons unknown, it crashed
with another B-24 in the same formation. Though
the pilot and co-pilot of McCollum’s plane were
able to safely bail out, the rest of the crew van-
ished into the Baltic Sea. They were presumed
dead, and the U.S. War Departmentissued a “Find-
ing of Death” for McCollum on June 21, 1945.

The pilot and co-pilot were picked up by Danish

See WWII AIRMAN, page 10

San Jose to
crack down
on RV rentals
to homeless

By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight

an Jose has problems with slum-
S lords and now they have prob-

lems with vanlords.
City officials are targeting vanlords,
individuals who they said prey on the
homeless residents by renting them

San Jose created a new pilot program to get residents living in RVs off the streets. It
includes towing and restricted parking zones. Photo by Joyce Chu.

meeting. “And I think it's important
that we make sure we protect our
unsheltered residents from these bad
actors.”

San Jose has two known individu-
alsresponsible for renting atleast 20
motor homes to unhoused residents.
But the pervasiveness of the practice
is unknown. In 2023, police officers
discovered one person had bought a
handful of RVs from a tow yard, set
them on Educational Park Drive and
was profiting off of the vehicles. For-
mer police chief Anthony Mata wrote
in a memo last year the majority of
RVs on the streets are owned by the
people living in them.

Rudy Ortega, who owns and lives
in his RV near Columbus Park, said

inoperable vehicles. Mayor Matt
Mahan along with Councilmembers
Bien Doan, Michael Mulcahy and David
Cohen want to study ways to restrict
renting RVs to homeless people.
The Rules Committee recom-
mended Wednesday the city conduct

an analysis of what it would take to
enactapolicy to prevent these rentals
and to report back to the committee
in two weeks. The final decision on
curbing vanlords will be up to the city
council.

“We know there are bad actors out

there that put dilapidated, nonwork-
ing van trailers or RVs out there, and
then manipulate our unsheltered res-
identsto rent these places in an unsafe
condition, without any preparation
for biohazard or hazardous waste or
even a fire hazard,” Doan said at the

cutting off this option ultimately crim-
inalizes homeless residents, making

their lives even harder.
“By restricting the sale, rental or
even transfer of RVs, you're targeting
See RENTALS, page 7
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Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf course
for ONLY. . .. $34.00 3

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million
k _Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

Other Amenities:
Tennis - Pickle Ball - Bocce - Pools - Hiking - Billiards
Fine & Casual Dining in our Clubhouse & Bistro

kw SILICON y
VALLEY

KELLERWILLIAMS,
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SAN JOSE YOUTH
SYMPHONY

AUDITIONS

2025-2026

Be part of something great!

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS

General Auditions for admittance to all levels of SJYS
All levels of student musicians, grade 3 and up welcomel

WE OFFER

Camps | Concerts | Masterclasses | International Tour

STEPS TO APPLY - BEGINNING January, 2025

Fill out an online application:
WWW.Sjys.org/musicians/auditions

Audition dates:

March 27 & April 3, 2025 (Thursday 4-9 pm)
March 28 & April 4, 2025 (Friday 4-9 pm)
March 29 & April 5, 2025 (Saturday all day)

The deadline for submitting audition applications is:
Sunday, March 23, 2025

QUESTIONS? Reach out to sjys@sjys.org.

SIYS is a 501(c){3) non-profit organization (EIN 91-2166427) that has scholar-
ships and financial aid offerings available based on a showing of need.
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Supported in part by a Cultural Affairs grant from the City of San Jose.
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Times News

Spring is here!

By Domingo Candelas

pringis almosthere! Take advan-
Stage of the sunny and warm

weather and do some spring
cleaning. During the next few months,
there will be multiple opportunities
to getinvolved with my office and help
beautify our neighborhoods.

Join me and my team on Saturday,
April 19,as weroll up our sleeves and
celebrate Earth Day with the Great
American Litter Pick-Up Link here:
https://tinyurl.com/5855a2s2

Community members of all ages are
encouraged to come together to

remove litter
and enhance
Lake Cunning-
ham's natural
beauty.

If you can't
make it, don't

worry! The San

Jose Parks and

Recteamhasa Council
series of clean- Rep ort
ups in Various Domingo Candelas,
parkS through- District 8 Councilmember

out District 8.
Bring your family and friends to any
of the 3 volunteering opportunities
available, and make a lasting differ-
ence in your community.

Together, we can build brighter and

stronger neighborhoods!
It is my pleasure and privilege to
serve as your City Councilmember.

‘(f _
nne Marti

Beltran named
Woman of Year

By Dave Cortese

e’re already into the busy
Wmonth of March including
three weeks of ‘March Mad-

ness’ for basketball/hoops fans, one
holy month of fasting, prayer and char-
ity for Muslims celebrating Ramadan,
eight months of lighter, longer
evenings and darker mornings due to
daylight savings time.

We celebrated Women’s History
Month honoring the contributions of
women to American society, culture,
and history. During Women’s Histo-
ry Month at the Capitol, we had a
“Woman of the Year” floor ceremony
where each member of the California
Legislature will introduce and honor
on the Senate floor a woman from

their district
for her contri-
butions to her
community.

It will be my
honorto intro-
duce Morgan
Hill City Coun-
cilwoman
Yvonne Mar-
tinez Beltran
asmy district’s
Woman of the
Year! She is
immersed in public service and poli-
cy that always involves equity; she is
a dedicated advocate for her Morgan
Hill community where she was raised,
and she was appointed as the Cal Cities
representative which is an organiza-
tion that advocates for cities in Cali-
fornia. She has attended Cal Cities Leg-
islative Day numerous times in Sacra-
mento lobbying to advance local con-
trol for cities and is heavily involved
in the organization on many levels.

Women’s History Month was
established by Congress in the 1980s
to acknowledge the significant con-
tributions women have made in
every field of American life because
atthat time they were largely unrec-
ognized and unknown. The purpose
of the month is to recognize and
highlight women’s achievements in
science, technology, arts, business,
and more!

Senate
Report

By Dave Cortese
State Senator

Winners

Continued from page 1

The winners of the
honorable mention for
the high school cate-
gories are listed alpha-
betically below.

Honorable Mention:

e Amelia N., 9th
Grade, Stamford, CT

e Frances A., 12th
Grade, Napa, CA

e Laila S., 11th Grade,
Washington, D.C.

e Matilda F., 9th
Grade, Montpelier, VT

e Naina D., 11th
Grade, San Jose, CA

e Ronan P., 12th
Grade, Metuchen, NJ

e Rudra P., 12th
Grade, Tampa, FL

e Travis D., 11th
Grade, Mazomanie, WI

Winning entries and
additional information
on the Civics Challenge
and other Institute pro-
grams are available by
visiting: https://ocon-
norinstitute.org/occwin-
ners

Details for the next
Annual Civics Challenge
will be announced in
September 2025.

EXTREME
WEATHER

Beware. Be ready.

BE FLOOD SAFE.

FREE Sandbags

Your Flood Risk

For Alerts

A
v

Valley Water

Your Flood Protection Partner

valleywater.org /floodready
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bundts for your & o )

easter brunch  egg hunt
family dinner

San Jose-Evergreen,CA
2721 Aborn Road, Suite 10
San Jose, CA 95121

(408) 238-7500

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon-Fri: 9:00am - 7:00 pm
Sat: 10:00am - 6:00 pm
Sun: 11:00am - 4:00 pm
ORDER ONLINE! WE DELIVER!

Expires  4/30/25 . Limit one (1) / \

coupon per guest. Coupon must be
presented at time of purchase. Valid

only at the Nothing Bundt Cakes E
bakery(ies) listed. Valid only on baked

goods; not valid on retail items. Must _'!
be claimed in bakery during normal "
business hours. Not valid for online
orders. Not valid with any other offer.
Discounts applied before tax. Coupon For Bakery
may not be reproduced, transferred Use Only
or sold. Internet distribution strictly
prohibited. No cash value.

QOQOQOO QOO G QR Dol




PAGE 6 = EVERGREEN TIMES ® MARCH 21 - APRIL 3, 2025

SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 m ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM

Hollywood
Spectactular

March 29 & 30, 2025
At the California Theatre

7N

SYMPHONY -
SAN JOSE

A film's score is essential for
conveying mood, pace, and
tension; it sets the scene and
plays a pivotal role in storytelling
on screen.

Since 1939, the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
has honored this art form with
the Oscar for Best Score. Join us
as we celebrate the exceptional
films and composers who have
captured perfect emotions,
bringing stories to life. Experience
the haunting beauty of James
Horner's Titanic, the epic majesty
of Howard Shore's The Lord of
the Rings, the inspiring melodies
of Vangelis's Chariots of Fire, and
the iconic compositions of John
Williams in Schindler’s List, Jaws
and Star Wars, among many
others that have earned their
place in cinematic history.

Tickets start at just $35!

Contact us to learn more about our
group discounts, $25 Soundcheck
Pass (valid for all our Saturday night
concerts!) for patrons aged 5-25,
and our 50% off discount for

patrons under 17 years old. www.symphonysanjose.org

Times Local News
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Kama Fletcher, director of development for Neighborhood Hands, said some of their homeless clients
want to be reunited with family. A San Jose program proposed by Mayor Matt Mahan (right) could make

that happen. Photo by Joyce Chu.

San Jose wants to send homeless
people back to their families

By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight
an Jose is launching a program to relo-
Scate and reunify homeless people with
their families as the city strives to end
unsheltered homelessness.

Homeward Bound, a pilot program pro-
posed by Mayor Matt Mahan, will send out-
reach workers to make contact with home-
less individuals and pay for transportation
costs to bus them out of the city. City offi-
cials have committed $200,000 from the
2024-25 general fund and will invest up to
$1,000 per individual to help reunite them

with families in the county or outside the
area.

“It’s going to take many different strate-
gies, many different tools, and we have to
acknowledge that folks who are out there
did not all become homeless for the same
reason and may notall need the exact same
thing to get off of our streets,” Mahan said
at a news conference Tuesday.

Mahan wants to achieve “functional zero”
— when the number of people exitinghome-
lessness is greater than those becoming home-
less — through short-term, temporary

See HOMELESS, page 8

May 17 & 18, 2025

lammer Theatre Center
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Steinway Society
presents pianist
Zlata Chochieva
March 29 in
Cupertino

ussian pianist Zlata Chochieva (pic-
Rtured) brings a program with an

exacting balance of subtlety and
drama that highlights her talent.

The concertis Saturday, March 29 at 7:30
p.m. in Cupertino’s Visual and Performing
Arts Center at DeAnza College. An inform-
ative introduction to the music precedes the
concert, and a meet-the-artist opportuni-
ty follows. Tickets are available at
www.steinwaysociety.com.

To meet the needs of a diverse commu-
nity of patrons, Steinway Society also offers
arecorded option to enjoy the concert on-
demand for 48 hours.

THE PROGRAM

J. S. Bach-Barték, Second Movement
(Lento) from Organ Sonata No. 6 in G Major,
BWV 530

R. Schumann, Symphonic Etudes, Op. 13

Brahms, Scherzo, Op. 4 in E-flat Minor

Rachmaninoff, Selected Preludes from
Op. 23

Rachmaninoff, Selected Preludes from
Op. 32

Rachmaninoff, Variations on a Theme of
Corelli, Op. 42

Mendelssohn-Rachmaninoff, Scherzo
from “A Midsummer Night's Dr

TICKETS

Prices listed include all fees.

Single Tickets: $53 to $78

General Admission: $78/$68/$58

Senior & student: $73/$63/$53

Student Rush at the door: $20

Livestream online: $26.75 per household.
All concerts are recorded live and made
available for unlimited listens for 48 hours.

Purchase Tickets: https://steinwaysoci-
ety.com/tickets

Box Office: 408.300.5635

Email: office@steinwaysociety.com

Zlata Chochieva made her first stage
appearance at age five and gave her debut
with an orchestra two years later, per-
forming Mozart’s Concerto No. 17 at Grand
Hall of Moscow State Conservatory. When
she was 12, she gave a full recital, broad-
cast on Russian television, which caught
the attention of Mikhail Pletnev and later
became his protégé at Central Special Music
School.In 2005, Chochieva was named Hon-
orable Artist of the North Ossetia Repub-
lic, becoming the youngest ever artist to
hold such a distinction. In 2012, she grad-
uated with distinction from Moscow State
Conservatory. Chochieva continues to gain
worldwide recognition, including earning
top prizes in 14 international competitions.
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Rentals

Continued from page 1

one of the last remaining options for shelter
that unhoused individuals can afford,” Ortega
said at the meeting. “The true issue is a lack of
affordable housing. Instead of punishing those
who seek shelter in RVs, the city should focus
on providing real humane housing solutions. If
safety is the concern, then provide sanitation
services in designated areas with proper over-
sight, not further displacement.”

Ortega has been living near Columbus Park
since 2017. He said he’s only aware of one indi-
vidual who is living in an RV rental.

“(Mahan) wants to clear the streets of the
homeless (before) the Super Bowl,” Ortega told
San José Spotlight. “I think it's done purpose-
ly. It's another one of his tactics.”

The city is studying how other localities like
Los Angeles are dealing with vanlords which
has made the leasing of RVs for housing illegal.

San Jose estimates there are 1,000 lived-in
vehicles throughout the city, and officials want

to find ways to stem the supply of RVs as well
as the blight.

The city has started temporarily banning RVs
and other lived-in vehicles in designated areas.
Under a $3.3 million pilot program, the city has
chosen 30 temporary tow-away zones to clear
lived-in vehicles for street sweeping and cleanup
throughoutthe year. It will establisha new tem-
porary tow-away zone every week.

Residents have been worried they’ll lose their
shelter if they aren’t able to move their RVs
before sweeps happen. Many live in inopera-
ble vehicles.

Councilmember David Cohen said the intent
of the proposal is not to target those who live
in RVsbutto hold those renting vehicles account-
able.

“We have procedures to follow to provide
rental spaces for others,” Cohen said. “Our con-
cerns are (for) people who are putting out old,
inoperable vehicles and then renting them to
peopletolivein,as opposed to people who own
their own RVs-which is not at all the target of
this potential ordinance.”

Meals on Wheels

Nutritious Meals for Homebound Older Adults

Are you 60 years or older?
Do you worry about shopping for food?
Do you struggle preparing meals on a regular basis?

To learn more about Meals on Wheels,
please call (408) 350-3237 or
email community@mysourcewise.com

AMERICAN VETERANS @AUTORAMA CAR SHOW
HIJT D ﬂMﬂ

i
Presenting The Premier Indoor Automotive Exhibition Benefiting Our Veterans
100% Of All Autorama Event Proceeds Benefit Our Local Veterans

ii
**

APRIL 11-13, 2025
SANTACLARA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS - EXPO HALL

FEATURED ATTRACTIONS
» Grand Opening Ceremony Featuring The 129th Rescue Wing Honor Guard
Presentation of Colors & National Anthem (Saturday at noon)
* Premium Indoor Car Exhibition « Bicycle And RC Car Displays
* Live Musical Entertainment * Peer-Judged Car Awards
* Diverse Vendor Marketplace * Day on the Green Classic Car Parking

Special Outdoor Features * Day on the Green Classic Car Parking
For Premium Vintage, Classic, and Custom Cars
Welcome to Car Clubs and Groups * Casual Car Show And Picnic Area

L &E— EVENT SCHEDULE » —
Cr FRIDAY APRIL 11 o
Exhibitor Setup: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM T i 14
Public Hours: 5:00 PM - :00 PM w( \\"
-4 s

SATURDAY APRIL 12
Publlc Hours: 10:00 AM - 9:00 PM ¢ Judging: 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

SUNDAY APRIL13
Public Hours: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM « Event Conclusion And Checkout: 2:00 PM

For Autorama Car Show and Vendor Registration,
And Additional Event Information, Please Scan The QR Code Below, or go to:

americanveterans2025autorama.com

Questions? Please email us at: coolcars55@sbcglobal.net
Event Produced by Mike Hennessy And
Military Officers Association Of America - Silicon Valley

MIKE HENNESESY |

AuToOMOTIVE

IIIIJ\ IL,()N \.mLI EY
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WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Evergreen Times

Serving the community since 1982
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Homeless

Continued from page 6
solutions such as tiny homes, safe parking
and sleeping sites and shelters. Reuniting
individuals with their families is another
option for getting thousands of homeless
people off the streets.

Roughly 15% of Santa Clara County’s home-
less population lived outside of the county
or state before they became homeless, accord-
ing to a 2023 census. There are roughly
10,000 homeless people in the county, with
6,340 in San Jose. Of the city’s total home-
less population, roughly 5,500 are unshel-
tered.

Other cities such as San Francisco have arelo-
cation program thatbuses homeless people out
of the city. Last year, former Mayor London
Breed mandated city agencies offer relocation
before giving shelter or other services.

San Jose Housing Director Erik Solivan said
the city will apply a similar approach, but
with some key differences. Relocation is vol-
untary and will be given as an option along-
side housing and supportive services. Out-
reach workers will make contact with fami-
ly members before reuniting them.

“Part of the lessons learned from San Fran-
cisco was we need to do (family) verification
upfront. They tried to do it on the back end,”
Solivan told San José Spotlight. “Beyond that
... we're not putting any expectations on our
outreach workers that they’re going to con-
tinue management post landing (of people)
at their destinations.”

Homeless advocates such as Robert Aguirre
question if the program is realistic. He said
some unhoused people may be estranged

from their families, who may not be capable
of caring for them. He said the program shifts
away from what he’d like to see more of: per-
manent supportive housing.

“It also is turning away from the real issue
and the responsibility to house people,” he
previously told San José Spotlight.

Brenda Womack, who was formerly home-
less and now lives with her daughter in Ore-
gon, said reuniting with family members only
works if you have a good relationship with
them.

“That’s the most important part,” Womack
told San José Spotlight. “I am with my family
and I'd rather be with them.”

Since it is a pilot program, Mahan said he
doesn’tyet know how much interest there will
be in relocation.

“Our goal is to offer them options,” Mahan
said. “Butas you know, far too often, we can’t
offer someone housing or even shelter,
because we just don’t have it.”

Kama Fletcher, director of development at
nonprofit Neighborhood Hands, said this pro-
gram is important to some of the homeless
people they serve. A couple weeks ago, she
spoke with a homeless person who slept out-
side during the heavy storms. He told Fletch-
er he needed to get to Novato where his part-
ner’s brotherlives but couldn’tafford the bus
ticket.

“While the humanitarian crisis playing out
on our streets is overwhelmingly due to a
severe lack of affordable housing in San Jose
— which is an issue we cannot ignore or
downplay — itis also true that our unhoused
neighbors face many barriers in their extreme-
ly unique journeys out of homelessness,”
Fletcher said.

Sthoer Chreek Nadem

INSPIRE EXPLORE L.HALLEZ

An Award-W1nn1ng

Family,
9 @vong

PARENT,

LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE (

e |I:Fam" A F?\'lnc;lnltg F t> FFaamclilr
avon e aVOI'I e VOri
& 20z 2020/ \.2019

*Online & In-Person
Now Enrolling!

g Silver Creek Academy
Halle, 5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
= San Jose, CA 95138

Academic Courses! Grades K - 12

2025 Courses and Summer Camps!

(408)839-5905
Visit: SCAASanJose.com

l’b

" A,

Writing & Grammar

Reading Comprehension
Mathematics
Public Speaking & Debate
Logic & Critical Thinking

Speech & Debate

HSPT Test Prep

Academic Summer Camps
Test-Taking & Study Skills
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WATERWISE
The Sorrow
of Yarrow

By Matthew Frazier
Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper
Qualified Stormwater Manager

vergreen Valley is a vibrant, his-
E torically rich jewel nestled in the
heart of San Jose, California.

Its captivating history weaves togeth-
er tales of Mexican land grants, trail-
blazing aerospace innovations, and the
establishment of a thriving educational
community.

Rancho Yerba Buena

Our journey begins with the legacy of Antonio Chaboya,
the esteemed recipient of Rancho Yerba Buena, the heart
of modern-day Evergreen Valley. The enduring influence
ofthe Chaboya family is palpable throughout the area, with
landmarks like Chaboya Park, Chaboya Road, and Chaboya
Middle School standing proudly as testaments to their last-
ing contributions, imbuing the community with a sense of
heritage and pride.

Gliding into History

Flash forward to 1911, when the skies over Evergreen
Valley witnessed a revolutionary movement in aeronau-
tics! John]. Montgomery's intrepid spirit soared as he con-
ducted groundbreaking gliding experiments, paving the way
for future innovations. His most notable creation, “The
Evergreen,” is now home at the San Diego Air and Space
Museum, a constant reminder of our valley's adventurous
legacy and pioneering spirit.

T \\

A Hub of Learning

In education, Evergreen Valley College stands tall as a
beacon of opportunity. As part of the San José-Evergreen
Community College District, established in 1964 and open-
ing its doors in 1975, the college initially welcomed 3,000
eager students. It has since blossomed into a nurturing
ground for diverse talents, offering sought-after programs
in nursing, biological sciences, and the arts, all supported
by state-of-the-art facilities, including a well-stocked library,
avibrant student center, and the breathtaking Montgomery
Hill Observatory.

Wines of the Valley

We must also celebrate the exquisite Mirassou Winery,
established in the picturesque year 1854, which enriches
our local heritage with its rich winemaking tradition. While
the original sprawling vineyards have evolved into mod-
ern housing, the spirit of our valley’s winemaking legacy
continues to thrive, infusing the community with a touch
of rustic charm and history.

As we approach the enchanting vernal equinox, I invite
you to wander through our neighborhood parks. This
month, let’s embark on a vibrant quest through Evergreen
Valley, seeking out the native flora that enhances our stun-
ning landscape. A delightful tapestry of native plants inter-
woven with exotic species awaits your discovery!

Characterized by rolling hills and lush greenery, Ever-
green Valley showcases California's enchanting natural

beauty. The California Native Plant Society is deeply con-
nected to Northern and Southern California chapters, fos-
tering our appreciation for the enriched tapestry of flora
that surrounds us.

Among the many natural treasures, let’s spotlight
yarrow—a native plant radiating charm and significance.
Beyond its delicate beauty lies its vital role in attracting
pollinators that sustain our gardens and landscapes.
Nonetheless, it’s a bittersweet reality that yarrow is becom-
ing increasingly scarce. So, let’s turn this concern into a
vibrant call to action!

Your mission? Venture out to local retail and wholesale
nurseries throughout San Jose searching for yarrow. One
remarkable destination is Collectors Corner at Almaden
Valley Nursery, while Capitol Wholesale Nursery is worth
the drive! Over the years, I've sourced yarrow for my land-
scape design clients, discovering a breathtaking array of
colors that ignite the imagination.

Let’s embrace the exhilarating challenge of locating yarrow
this spring and use it to infuse our gardens with life! With
your floral shears, snip a cutting and nurture it in your bay
window or greenhouse using distilled water and rooting
hormones. Every effort you invest will revitalize Yarrow
in our community, transforming sorrow into action.

Together, let’s cultivate a landscape bursting with the
beautiful hues of yarrow—a heartfelt tribute to enrich the
splendor of Evergreen Valley!

EVERGREEN
VALLEY COLLEGE

BE A PART OF
OUR FAMILY

AT EVERGREEN!

Take a class
Play a game of pickleball

Walk your dog through campus

Listen to music or hear a speaker

Located in the foothills of San Jose.

You're Invited to our Campus
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WWII Airman

Continued from page 1
sailors patrolling the area. Due to the
German occupation of Denmark, the
sailors were forced to turn over both
crewmen where they spent the rest
of WWII in a POW camp.
Subsequent searches for his
remains were unsuccessful. In 1948,
the American Graves Registration
Command (AGRC), which sought to
recover fallen American personnel
in Europe, investigated the crash, but
did not locate the remains of McCol-
lum or his crew. He was declared
non-recoverable on May 12, 1950.
Fast foward more than half a cen-
tury later, Royal Danish Navy divers
on a training mission in 2019 came
across McCollum’s WWII aircraft in

about 60 feet of water at the bottom
of the Baltic Sea.

The diving team first recovered a
.50 caliber machine gun with a dam-
aged serial number, one that partially
matched the gun used in McCollum’s
missing plane. Two years later, the
site was cleared of unexploded ord-
nance and quickly became an archae-
ological site due to the presence of
human remains and other evidence.

Additional dives conducted

Onseveral occasionsin 2022,2023,
and 2024, Trident Archdologie, Wes-
sex Archaeology, volunteers from
Project Recover, the Royal Danish
Navy, and the Langelands Museum
teamed up to conduct excavations
and recovery operations. Their
endeavor was a success as they were

able to recover human remains as
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A piece of Robert McCollum’s planes’ wreckage recovered from the bottom of

the Baltic Sea.

well as ID tags from two of the crew
members. McCollum’s dental records
along with his DNA tests were con-
clusive that the identity on one set of
remains belonged to Robert T. McCol-
lum. Itwas a shock to military and civil-
ians alike that McCollum’s remains
were successfully recovered, nearly
intact, after more than 80 years.

Project Recover

Project Recover is a non-profit
organization dedicated to finding the
remains of our fallen service mem-
bers. Moline said his team used under-
water vehicles to map the crash site,
using high-resolution sonar. The
organization is headed by Mark
Moline, University of Delaware Pro-
fessor and Co-Founder of the Project
Recover Partnership.

For the folks at Project Recover, it’s
all about bringing closure for fami-
lies of service members MIA/KIA.

“My engineer is actually the one
who found the first signs of remains,”

Maline said. “We found bits of para-
chute and the parachute led us to the
parachute cords, and then the har-
ness and then the remains,” Moline
explains. “So yeah, the bone remains
were still there.”

McCollum’s remains were flown to
the Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency’s Forensics Lab in Hawaii,
cross-referencing the bones with mil-

d .

THE BAY AREA

Celebrate

39
with us

steinwaysociety.com

Box Office (408) 300-5635

itary records, pulling DNA from the
bones, and eventually cross-match-
ing family members currently living
in California and Colorado.

Family DNA sample match

There was arequest for family DNA
samples and when there is a positive
match there, they know who they
have. So, it’s quite a process that can
take around a decade, however
McCollum’s remains were pushed
through the system swiftly, with con-
firmed recovered status on Decem-
ber 10, 2024.

DNA results

“When I was first contacted by an
Army representative asking if [ would
agree to provide DNA for the possi-
bility of matching my uncle Robert,
Iimmediately agreed, along with my
brother and sister in providing DNA
samples, butdid notbelieve amatch
would be found in my lifetime,” said
next of kin, Sandy Bellou of San Jose,
CA.“When the DNA results came back
with a match of 5.87 million to 1, our
whole family and everyone involved
were astonished. I feel blessed,
amazed, and honored to receive the
news of Robert’srecovery. There are
no words that can express the grat-
itude that I feel for the hundreds of
people that worked so hard to accom-
plish this goal.”

Moline said he’s proud of the work
to repatriate of 2nd LT McCollum,
and views it as a major victory, but
said there’s more work to be done
for so many others.

“We need to resolve over 80,000
cases that are of service members
that are still missing,” he said. “So,
we have a daunting task ahead of us.
But we do it for the families.”

Tolearn more about Project Recov-
er and how you may donate to the
organization, visithttps://www.pro-
jectrecover.org/donate-every-amer-
icans-mission

Editor’s note: Sandy Bellou is a co-
publisher of this newspaper. Look for
follow-up stories in our future issues.

An engineer with Project Recover spotted bits of a parachute which led to finding the
parachute’s cords, and then the harness still attached to the remains.
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Gall us for details

LOODK 'Y
FREE

Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!
Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!
Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex
(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in
International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!

Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

* Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior

e Drywall Repairs
¢ Handyman Services
We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!

30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686

Insured & Bonded

TEL: (408) 281-7500
www.faithpainting.com

Faith

by 4
Q {»”o. o
X
ONG7 9
¢ Y &

Reflections Mausoleum
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all
transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

S

408-270-0850
No Shoe is Ever Too 01d!

2

rMo

QTIHF‘

Mon-Fri
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

Hours:

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 = 270-0850
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Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

RO

»

GUTTER CLEANING AND
OF REPAIR SPECIAL

Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
Roof Restoration and Home Maintenance.

Local Willow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814.

LIVING HOPE
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd.

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every

Saturday at 12:00pm :
OUR MISSION: Evan-

gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY: Training
ministers on how to

use their love for God

: EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
: CENTER (EIC)

¢ hitp://www.eicsan-

: jose.org

¢ 2486 Ruby Ave,

i San Jose CA 95148.

{ (408) 239-6668
EPISCOPAL CHURCH :
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you".

to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave.

San Jose, CA 95120. :
: are Muslims, and what

The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243 :
: way of life. Islam

i began in the 7th centu-
: ry. People who follow
: Islam are known as

¢ Muslims. The Quran is
+ the Divine book that

i guides Muslims to

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Aimaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

! ship and outreach,

i we strive to nurture
: and grow a strong

: faith community of

¢ believers, a family of
i all ages, where each
¢ member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued
¢ and empowered to

: serve. Children are

: especially welcomed
i and cherished as an
: important part of

¢ God's family.

O=

Qo1

l [wlﬂ:reen Islamic Cenler

"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"

Q) What is Islam, who

is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and

: //4‘\\\

1

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
: latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
¢ (swt) protect you and
3 your family".

: Please visit our website

to learn more.

: GRACE CHURCH OF

: EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

¢ 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

i Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

: Serving Evergreen for
¢ over 55 years.

¢ John Goldstein Pastor.
: john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
i better community.

¢ Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,
+ Other classical Instru-
i ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6
¢ Caring for your child
+ with God’s love and

: affection.

: Check our website for
i current activities.

: HOLY SPIRIT

: CATHOLIC CHURCH

: Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-
3 bers. If you are looking
+ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

+ invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-
¢ munity. All are wel-

i come! We are located

R Grace Church at 1200 Redmond

)] of Evergreen :
fiath 9TEEN + 95120, Mass is cele-

¢ brated at 8:30 a.m.

: Monday - Friday. Our
:+ weekend Mass sched-
: ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
iam,11:30am.and6 :
¢ p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m. or by

: appointment. Our

¢ Parish Office is open

i Monday - Thursday

: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
¢ and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

: 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

: with someone in our

¢ parish office.

Avenue, San Jose, CA

God iy One
Jufea

: Rab Ik Hai

SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148

i The word Sikh (see-kh)
i means "disciple" or

+ "student." A Sikhis a

: practitioner of the faith

¢ in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guruwhois a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er' completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

i and learning. Sikhism

¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
: all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

i God (praying), earning
¢ aliving by honest

: means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

i with others. Currently
: there are close to one
¢ million Sikhs living in

¢ the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

¢ living around the world.
i Sikhism is the 5th

: largest religion in the

i world. At the Gurd-

: wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome
: all. We pray daily for

i peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

¢ world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

¢ (food) in our kitchen

i which is open 365

+ days of the year and

i serves complementary
: vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
+ enter our history room

founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

¢ on site and walk the

¢ beautiful grounds.

¢ Learn more about us

i and community events
¢ we sponsor by visiting
i our website;

: http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF

: ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

: 5111 San Felipe Rd.,

¢ San Jose, CA 95135

: 408-223-1770

: www.sfoasj.com

i We invite you to join

: our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

¢ green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-
¢ sive diverse communi-
i ty striving to serve as

: Disciples of Jesus

¢ Christ in the footsteps
i of St. Francis, offering
+ prayerful and joyful

: liturgies, evangeliza-

+ tion, fellowship, and

i service opportunities to
: the community.

: We offer spiritual

: opportunities for all

: ages, including chil-

¢ dren's liturgy, dynamic
¢ E.C.H.0 Jr. High,

¢ LG.N.LTE. High

: School, & North Star
: Young Adult Ministries, :
i along with small faith
¢ communities and

: opportunities to help
: the poor and marginal- 3
: ized of San Jose.

: Our Chapel, Gathering

¢ Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
: sion Center, Parish Gift
+ Shop, and Memorial

: Garden are all located
: at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
¢ Please come joinusin :
¢ worship at any of the
¢ following times in our ~ :
¢ Chapel: Weekdays (M- :
i Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur- :
: days at 4:.00 PM (Eng-
¢ lish) and 5:30 PM

¢ (Vietnamese); Sundays
: at 8:00 AM (English),

: 10:00 AM (English),

i 12:00 PM (English),

¢ 4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
¢ and 6:00 PM Youth

i Mass (English). The

: Villages Gated Com-

: munity also features a
: Mass on Sundays at

: 8:15 AM at the Cribari
+ Auditorium.

¢ For more information,

. please call or visit us at
: the Parish Office open

¢ M-F 9:00 AM -12:00

i PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and

share your presence

i with us so that together
¢ we may grow and

i share our gifts to help

¢ build God's Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

: THE POINT CHURCH

i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148

: (408) 270-7646

i English Service:

+ Sundays at 9:30 &

: 11:00 AM

: Spanish Service:

: 11:00 AM

¢ Cambodian Service:

i 11:00 AM

¢ Cantonese Service:

i 11:00 AM

: Mandarin Service:

i 11:00AM

¢ Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):

: Every Saturday at 6:30
¢ PM-8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
limes@
timesmediainc.com
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$50 OFF CHECK 10% OFF ANY REPAIR
ENGINE LIGHT OVER $200 (BEFORE
DIAGNOSTIC TAXES)

$75 OFF PAY CASH AND
COMPLETE SAVE 5%
BRAKE JOB

DISCLAIMER: CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE COUPON
PER CUSTOMER, PER INVOICE. NO CASH VALUE. EXCLUDES OIL CHANGES,
BATTERIES AND TIRE SERVICES. MOST VEHICLES. MUST MENTION THIS AD AT
TIME OF DROP OFF TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT. OFFER ENDS 3/31/25

SCHEDULE TODAY: 408 -477 - 2242
3519 SAN FELIPE ROAD
SAN JOSE, CA. 95135
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