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Hurry - 
Don’t Delay
Call Today!

Valuable Coupon  Not to be combined with any other offer. 

Gas FurnaceGas Furnace
 Inspection  Inspection 

$$ 779 9 Now is the perfectNow is the perfect
 time to prepare for time to prepare for

 colder months.  colder months. 

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection. 
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected

 breakdowns when you need it the most.  Stay warm and comfortable by addressing 
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Schedule your first appointment by April 15, 2025 and receive a 

FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

Diet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose WeightDiet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose Weight

The  is furnished FREE, because of the advertisers. Please let them know you appreciate it. 
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We Help You Reach Your Goals!

Curious to see the potential of your new website?
Contact us today to request your 

FREE no-obligation design demo!
StellarWebPros.com

Professional & affordable website 
design services tailored to you! 

Get your Get your       
WebsiteWebsite
 TODAY! TODAY!

or update

Responsive 
Mobile

Friendly
Adaptable

Design

Local 
in the 
Lakes 
Area

JOB FAIR

MARCH 29
11AM-2PM

25039 TAME FISH LAKE RD  DEERWOOD, MN 56444

Don't miss out – positions
are filling fast! Join us to

learn more about the
resort, explore available
roles, and complete your

application.

QUESTIONS?  Call 218.678.2885 

APPLY NOW

www.ruttgers.com

first read through. Then the 
leads met every night from 
6 to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. Starting on Feb. 22, 
the ensemble came into the 
rehearsals”

Extra work is done on the 
weekends, with one weekend 
devoted to learning dance 
numbers and another to 
painting sets.

“We work during students’ 
homerooms, after school and 
in the evenings. It is a busy, 
busy time.”

The co-directors are over-
seeing hair, makeup and 
costumes. “I am blessed to 
have connections with the 
Lakeville South High School 
and the Mearly Players, a 
community theater group 
in Mankato. Molly Smith 

is helping with costumes.” 
Vouk lived in Mankato for 
14 years before coming to 
Aitkin and she studied theater 
at Mankato State University. 
“This is my first time directing 
a full-length two-act musical. 
I have directed smaller pro-
ductions.”

Joy Janzen, 79, a local 
seamstress, brought her sew-
ing machine in to alter cos-
tumes during a dress rehears-
al. Janzen has worked on 
numerous productions, and, 

in the past, has sewed entire 
costumes for shows. She has 
sewn for over 60 years since 
she was in high school.

Vouk notes: “I am so proud 
of these kids. They have per-
severed through concussions, 

 By ANN SCHWARTZ
The Aitkin High School 

Concert Choir will present 
Footloose the Musical Thurs-
day through Saturday, April 
3, 4 and 5 at 7:30 p.m. and 
Sunday, April 6 at 2 p.m. 
in the Bryan “BJ” Johnson 
Auditorium at Aitkin High 
School.”

Tickets are $10 each and 
they can be purchased by 

following this link: https://
buy.ticketstothecity.com/pur-
chase.php?event_id=16490 
The ticket link can also be 
found on the isd1.org website 
and on the “Aitkin Music” 
Facebook page. Tickets may 
also be purchased at the door 
prior to your chosen show. 

Molly Vouk, 44, Aitkin, is 
the director. “I have lived in 
Aitkin for two years,” she said 

in an interview. “My kids go 
to Aitkin schools. I have been 
acting on and off since high 
school.” Her son Tyce is a 
ninth grader at Aitkin and 
daughter Kennedy is a recent 
graduate.

Different than past years, 
the leadership for the spring 
Aitkin High School Musi-
cal is broken up into three 
parts. Vouk is the director. 
Jennifer Johnson, the AHS 
choir director, is the musi-
cal director. Loren Vonasek, 
longtime art teacher, is the set 
designer. The many dances 
are designed by a contracted 
choreographer —Ann Borash 
of Brainerd.

Some of Vouk’s duties in-
clude blocking the show. 
Johnson works beside her to 
outline the musical numbers. 
There is not a live orchestra. 
The music, on a sound sys-
tem, is purchased from the 
company where they get the 
scripts.

By the time the musical is 
on stage, staff, cast and crew 
have put in hundreds of hours 
working on it over the winter.

“We have put in a lot of 
time on this,” explained Vouk. 
“The auditions were held the 
second week of January, 
right after Christmas break. 
Monday, January 13, was the 

Dynamic and powerful Footloose takes stage in Aitkin

Continued on Page 6

Working together (left to right) Jennifer Johnson, music di-
rector; Molly Vouk, director; and Loren Vonasek, set designer 
bring Footloose the Musical to the Aitkin stage.

Béla May cast as Ariel Moore (sweet yet rebellious minister’s 
daughter) and Jeremiah Cortez cast as Chuck Cranston (Ari-
el’s boyfriend and local bad boy) rehearse in the Bryan “BJ” 
Johnson Auditorium at Aitkin High School for the Aitkin High 
School Concert Choir performance of Footloose the Musical. 

Call Eric at 218-821-1393Call Eric at 218-821-1393

10.510.5¢¢ *10.5¢ will get you a one- sided 8"x11" flyers printed and mailed to your  choice of routes in the area.**

**This offer is restricted to areas covered by the                             and a minimum quantity of 2,000 inserts is required. 
Color and graphic design services are available for an additional charge. Offer expires 5-15-2025.
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Have your flyer printed, inserted in the                      and Have your flyer printed, inserted in the                      and 
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CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-3371

HUNGRY? Stop In for Our Daily Specials:
Thursday: All-You-Can-Eat

                      Broasted ChickenBroasted Chicken 5 - 8 p.m. 
Friday: All-You-Can-Eat

	     Fish Fry Fish Fry 5 - 8 p.m.

Saturday: All-You-Can-Eat Flying FlapjacksFlying Flapjacks 
		       8 a.m.- 11 a.m.

Sunday: CrepesCrepes 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Indoor Pickleball Courts
 Call for Hours Available  •  $20 for 4 for 2 hours 

Thursday 4-8 p.m. • Fri. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m
Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

20% off 
All Body Care and Purses

Thursday Night Trivia LeagueThursday Night Trivia League
Teams of 4 will play every Thursday night at 7 p.m. in the 

Fireplace Lounge located next to Ruby's on the Lake. 
Earn points that accumulate throughout the season. 

Prizes will be awarded to our top teams. 

Prizes!Prizes!
March 6 - 
June 12

POKE THE BEAR MAPLE TAPPOKE THE BEAR MAPLE TAP
Friday, April 4
Poke the Bear Social 6:30 - 8 p.m.
All attendees will be entered into a All attendees will be entered into a 
chance to win a FREE 2-night stay chance to win a FREE 2-night stay 
for Oktoberfest 2025!for Oktoberfest 2025!  
Saturday, April 5
Sauna & Cold Plunge 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.
$60 for a 30 minute session for up to 6 people. 
Call 218-678-4666 to secure you spot.

Maple Syrup 101 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Learn the process from tree to bottle
 (this will be outdoors)

Craft spirit sampling 1 - 3 p.m.

Beer Poking & Pudgie Pies 2 - 4 p.m.

Dos Guys
 LIVE at the Bear Pine Bar 6 - 8 p.m.

Sunday, April 6
Flapjack Feast  9 a.m. - Noon

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

is known as ‘curbside voting.’
Two election judges from 

different major political parties 
will bring out a ballot to your 
vehicle. If you need to register 
or update your registration, 
they will bring you an appli-
cation as well.

When you are finished vot-
ing, election judges will bring 
your ballot inside for you and 
put it in the ballot box.

For more details on curbside 
voting, contact your munic-
ipal clerk or crowwing.gov/
Elections before going to the 
polling place.
Candidate filings:

The candidate filing period 
for vacant Minnesota Senate 
District 6 seat opened March 
26 and runs through Tuesday, 
April 1.

To run for office, a candidate 
must meet all of the following 
requirements:

• Be a citizen of the United 
States

• Be an eligible voter
• Must be a resident of 

Minnesota for at least one year 
before the general election

• Must be a resident of their 
district for at least six months 
before the general election

• Must be 21 years or older 
upon assuming office

• Must have maintained 
residence in their district for at 
least 30 days before the general 
election

• Pay all filing fees or present 
a petition in place of filing fee 
as allowed by statute

• Complete and file an affi-
davit of candidacy

• Complete and file cam-
paign finance reports
Current candidate roster:

As of press time, nine can-
didates have filed to compete 
for the Minnesota Senate seat 
left vacant by the resignation 
of Sen. Justin Eichorn, R-Grand 
Rapids.

Emily LeClaire (DFL) 
Among those entering 

the race is Emily LeClaire, a 
Brainerd DFLer who quickly 
announced her candidacy 

following Eichorn’s depar-
ture. LeClaire, who previously 
ran for the Minnesota House 
District 6B seat in 2024, now 
seeks the Senate seat covering 
portions of Cass, Itasca, and 
Crow Wing counties.
Nicky Hardy (DFL)
Nicky Hardy is the second 
DFLer to announce her can-
didacy. Hardy is a native Min-
nesotan, mother, scientist, 
and substitute teacher with 
a passion for education and 
community service.

Jennifer Carnahan (Repub-
lican)

In the Republican field, a 
diverse group of candidates 
have emerged, including for-
mer Republican Party chair 
and Nisswa Mayor Jennifer 
Carnahan. Carnahan, who 
led the Minnesota GOP from 
2017 to 2021, emphasizes her 
experience in both politics and 
business. She is committed 
to addressing the rising costs 
of living and advocating for 
stronger communities.
Steve Cotariu (Republican)

Steve Cotariu, a U.S. Army 
veteran and businessman, has 
also thrown his hat in the ring, 
pledging to bring practical 
solutions and leadership to the 
Senate. Cotariu, a graduate of 
West Point and the Wharton 
School of Business, supports 
job creation, tax cuts, and 
reduced regulation.
Josh Gazelka (Republican)

Brainerd resident Josh Ga-
zelka, son of former Senate 
Majority Leader Paul Gazelka, 
entered the race after encour-

agement from community 
members. A former cider busi-
ness owner, Gazelka aims to 
address regulatory burdens on 
small businesses.
Keri Heintzeman (Republican)

R e p u b l i c a n  K e r i 
Heintzeman, wife of Rep. 
Josh Heintzeman, also an-
nounced her candidacy, em-
phasizing fiscal responsibility, 
government transparency, 
and personal freedoms. A 
30-year district resident and 
business owner, Heintzeman 
has been actively involved in 
conservative political efforts, 
including as district director 
for the Trump 2024 campaign.
John Howe (Republican)  
Grand Rapids businessman 
and retired veterinarian John 
Howe launched his campaign 
emphasizing gun rights, paren-
tal rights, and rural economic 
growth. A former Minnesota 
Board of Veterinary Medicine 
member, Howe advocates for 
conservative values, lower 
taxes, alongside restoring ru-
ral economies and protecting 
individual freedoms.
Doug Kern (Republican)

Businessman Doug Kern 
of Brainerd declared his can-
didacy, highlighting his com-
mitment to child protection, 
law enforcement support, and 
election integrity. Kern, a for-
mer chair of Crow Wing Coun-
ty Republicans, emphasized 
removing diversity, equity, and 
inclusion policies in schools.
Angel Zierden (Republican)

Breezy Point ’s  Angel 
Zierden, a former mayor and 
small business owner, en-
tered the race, citing her de-
cade-long involvement in 
policy advocacy. Zierden has 
focused on housing, childcare, 
and economic development 
for rural Minnesota. She has 
also been instrumental in 
bipartisan legislative efforts, in-
cluding increasing penalties for 
fentanyl exposure to children.

More candidates may enter 
the race as the candidate filing 
period continues through Tues-
day, April 1.

Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz 
has called for a special election 
in April to fill the vacant seat of 
Senate District 6, formerly held 
by Sen. Justin Eichorn. Eichorn 
resigned after being arrested 
and charged for allegedly so-
liciting a 17-year-old girl.

The Special Primary Election 
will be Tuesday, April 15 for 
the vacated seat. The Special 
General Election will be Tues-
day, April 29. District 6 covers 
most of Crow Wing County 
as well as parts of Cass and 
Itasca Counties. Minnesota 
Statute 204D.19, requires a 
special election be held with-
in 35 days. mn.gov/statutes/
cite/204d.19
Voting information:

Special Primary Election 
Absentee/Early voting will be 
April 9-14 and Special General 

Election Absentee/Early voting 
will be April 23-28.

Due to the short timeline, 
voters are encouraged to vote 
early in person or drop off 
ballots at the elections office 
Historic Courthouse, 326 Lau-
rel Street, Brainerd, during reg-
ular business hours of 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through 
Friday.

• The office will be open 
additional hours for the special 
primary election: Saturday, 
April 12 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Monday, April 14 from 8 a.m.-
5 p.m.

• The office will be open 
additional hours for the special 
general election: Saturday, 
April 26 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and Monday, April 28 from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

“Crow Wing County voters 

have a history of being civically 
engaged, and absentee voting 
is a great way for residents to 
stay involved in the election 
process,” Administrative Ser-
vices Director, Jory Danielson 
said. “It’s a good tool to utilize 
to allow voters the opportunity 
to cast their vote on their own 
timeline.” 
Precinct changes:

Due to the sudden seat 
vacancy and strict statutory 
election timelines, some poll-
ing places are not available 
for this election and have 
changed since the November 
election. Find your polling 
location at mnvotes.gov. Polls 
will be open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
on election day, unless the 
municipality voted to open 
their precinct polls at 10 a.m.

Crow Wing County will 
have six in person precinct 
changes. Please note these 
changes only apply for this 
special election.

1. Breezy Point City Hall 
– new location Breezy Point 
Public Safety Building 8361 
County Road 11

2. Unorganized Territory P3 
The Woods Event Center – new 
location CWC Historic Court-
house 326 Laurel Street

3. Unorganized Territory P4 
The Woods Event Center – new 
location CWC Historic Court-
house 326 Laurel Street

4. Unorganized Territory 
P1 Turn in Poachers building 
- new location CWC Historic 
Courthouse 326 Laurel Street

5. Brainerd Ward 4 Precinct 
1 St Andrews Church – new 
location Brainerd City Hall 501 
Laurel Street

6. Brainerd Ward 4 Precinct 
2 St Andrews Church - new 
location Brainerd City Hall 501 
Laurel Street
Curbside Voting:

 If you cannot easily leave 
your vehicle to enter the poll-
ing place, you can ask to have 
a ballot brought out to you. This 

Special elections set to fill vacant Minnesota Senate District 6 seat

Senate District 6

District 6 
• Special Primary Election
    Tuesday, April 15 
• Special General Election 
    Tuesday, April 29
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COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

Website  
STELLAR WEB PROS  Website, SEO & Digital Design 
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality, 
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site 
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w09/ 2025

NewsHopper POLO font sizes OUTLINED 6 pt - 35.5 pt:
6 pt
7 pt
8 pt
9 pt

9.5 pt
10 pt 

10.5 pt
11 pt
11.5

12 pt
12.5 pt

13 pt
13.5 pt

14 pt
14.5 pt

15 pt
15.5 pt

16 pt
16.5 pt

17 pt
17.5 pt

18 pt
18.5 pt

19 pt
19.5 pt

20 pt
20.5 pt

21 pt
21.5 pt

22 pt

22.5 pt

23 pt

23.5 pt

24 pt

24.5 pt

25 pt

25.5 pt
 

26 pt
26.5 pt

27 pt
27.5 pt

28 pt
28.5 pt

29 pt
29.5 pt

30 pt
30.5 pt

31 pt
31.5 pt

32 pt
32.5 pt

33 pt
33.5 pt

34 pt
34.5 pt

35 pt
35.5 pt

Flammable • Caution • Warning • Danger • Poisonous • Toxic •Explosive • Reactive • Flam
m

able • Caution • W
arning • Danger • Poisonous • Toxic • Explosive • Reactive • Flammable • Caution • Warning • DangerPo

iso
no

us
 • T

ox
ic 

•E
xp

lo
siv

e •
 Re

ac
tiv

e •
 Fl

am
m

ab
le 

• C
au

tio
n •

 W
ar

ni
ng

 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

Currently, our local Repub-
licans need an experienced 
leader, one with real Christian 
ethics and one who will work 
not only within their own party, 
but across party lines to serve 
Minnesotans and not their own 
personal agendas.

We cannot  a f ford to  f i l l 
Eichorns’ empty seat with any 
individual that has a demonstrat-
ed history of drama, pettiness and 
back stabbing towards others, 
especially those who have tried 
to run against her husband. This 
of course is Keri Heintzman. If 
her political aspirations and fu-
ture political career mirrors her 
past attempts of controlling our 
district’s Republicans with mafia 
style control and intimidation, 
we would be better served to 

vote Democrat than to vote for 
Keri Heintzman. 

It is sad that both parties refuse 
to understand the public is tired 
of having the same ineffective 
candidates or thier cronies, 
besties, spouses, etc. who preach 
one thing but practice another, 
constantly pushed at them. The 
voting public deserves candi-
dates that are in tune with our 
needs and not that of those who 
fill their campaign war chests. 

In this particular unfortunate 
situation, we need non-biased, 
authentic leadership thats ca-
pable of restoring faith in the 
system. Keri Heintzman is not 
that person. I just pray a wor-
thy candidate from our valued 
northern range steps up so that 
the Heintzmans idealisms and 
agendas don’t corrupt and poison 
their districts politics, as they 
have ours. 

Chris Ryan, Crosby

Leadership needed to restore faith
READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS

LEGALLEGAL
NOTICESNOTICES

Electronic 
Tax Filing
Available

Dale R. Morris, CPA
214 - 1st Ave. NW  •  Aitkin, MN
218-927-4270
HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am to 5 pm;  or by appointment

Get on the list for Summer Mowing and Yard Maintenance

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing/Trimming • Debris Removal 

Tree Trimming • RipRap and Shoreline Repair 
Paver & Retaining Wall Repair & Installation

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

We Do Rock Work, We Do Rock Work, 
& Fire Pits& Fire Pits  

Get 
on the 
List for 
Spring 

Clean Up

Call for 
a FREE 
Quote!

Serving the 

Lakes Area
  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

Jeff Wiberg HarDwood Floors
Installing | Sanding | Refinishing

OVER 20 Years Experience

Jeff Wiberg, Owner

218-330-2576

Check me out on facebook

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

(Published in NewsHopper
 Saturday, March 22

 & 29, 2025)
 LIBBY TOWNSHIP 

BOARD MEETING & 
CONTINUED BOARD 

OF AUDIT
The Libby Township Board 

will meet in person at 1:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, April 1, 2025 
at the Palisade Community 
Center. The purpose of this 
meeting shall be to discuss 
and decide matters that may 
come before the board. The 
board meeting will include 
completion of the continued 
Board of Audit meeting.

 Dated this 11th day
 of March, 2025

Jane Grimsbo Jewett Clerk, 
Libby Township   

3.2

March
29th - Clayhill Farm and Forest tours: 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. at the Harry and Judy Worm Farm located at 12607 

Red Pine Road in Brainerd. Learn how maple syrup is made. Space is limited. Register on-line at north-
landarb.org Pre-registration is required. Cost is $15 adults and $10 for children.

31st - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby.  For more information, contact: Tammy 
Ringhand at 218-838-0658, Jill Larsen at 218-851-1488 or Ann Silgen at 218-330-9610. 

April
1st - Riverwood Healthcare Center Annual Meeting, 5:30 p.m., via Zoom with participants signing in remotely 

via phone or computer. An election of board members whose terms are expiring will be held. To register 
for the meeting, go to www.riverwoodhealthcare.org. If you need to join the meeting by phone, contact 
Angie Kuppich at akuppich@rwhealth.org or 218) 927-5501 for the dial-in information and registration. 

3rd - Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity Dancing with the Lakes Area Stars, 7 p.m. at the Gichi-Ziibi Center for 
the Arts in Brainerd. Early bird tickets at $25 each; VIP tickets, $100.

4th - St. Francis School fish fry fundraiser, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., at  411 North Tenth Street, Brainerd.  Meal in-
cludes all-you-can-eat fried and baked fish, potatoes, vegetable, bread, beverage and dessert for $15 
per person ages 11 and older. Children 11 and under are $8. A punch card is available for $80 at check 
in. Carry-out is available. 

7th - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby.  For more information, contact: Tammy 
Ringhand at 218-838-0658, Jill Larsen at 218-851-1488 or Ann Silgen at 218-330-9610. 

11th - St. Francis School fish fry fundraiser, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., at  411 North Tenth Street, Brainerd.  Meal 
includes all-you-can-eat fried and baked fish, potatoes, vegetable, bread, beverage and dessert for $15 
per person ages 11 and older. Children 11 and under are $8. A punch card is available for $80 at check 
in. Carry-out is available. 

12th - Serpent Lake Association April Social, 4 -6 p.m., at the Woodtick Inn in downtown Cuyuna.
12th - Learn about the history and re-inhabitation of the Republic for the United States of America  at 6 p.m. 

Aitkin Public Library at 110 - 1st Ave NE, Aitkin.
12th - Great River Strings Spring Concert, 7 p.m., at Cascade United Methodist Church in Deerwood.
12th - Cuyuna Range Whitetails Banquet held at the Hallett Center of Crosby. Social hour starts at 5 p.m.; 

dinner and raffles begin at 6 p.m.  14th - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and 
meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby.  
For more information, contact: Tammy Ringhand at 218-838-0658, Jill Larsen at 218-851-1488 or Ann 
Silgen at 218-330-9610. 

16th - Cascade United Methodist Church free supper, 5:30 p.m. brings families and neighbors together to 
enjoy a home-cooked meal. The supper is held the third Wednesday of each month. Call 218- 534-3507 
for a reservation . Cascade is located between Deerwood and Crosby at 22781 Black Lake Road, Deer-
wood on Highway 6 and 210. 

25th - Free movie night at Mayberry Auditorium. “Mufasa”  at 6:30 p.m. Light concessions are available.
May
10th - 11th - Cuyuna Agate Mineral Show at the Crow Wing County Fairgrounds in Brainerd. Hours are 9 

a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday, May 10, and 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  on Sunday, May 11. Admission is $2; mothers are 
free on Sunday (Mother’s Day). For more information go to www.cuyunarockclub.org 

Send your community events to hopper@crosbyironton.net

Jeremy Janzen • Office (218) 927-4488 
• Cell Phone (218) 851-0879
• jerjanzen77@gmail.com

Please visit our websites: www.janzenauctions.com 
or www.midwestauctions.com/janzen

for full auction line up, photos and directions
Like us on Facebook @ Janzen Auctioneers

NEED AN AUCTION?NEED AN AUCTION?

GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?GOT SOMETHING TO SELL?

WE CAN HELP!
BOOK YOUR 2025
ONSITE OR ONLINE
AUCTION NOW

89 Years in 
Business

Contact Janzen Auctioneers:

Call us today for a free no obligation consultation.

Janzen Auctioneers is your professional, fully licensed, Janzen Auctioneers is your professional, fully licensed, 
bonded & insured auction company since 1936. bonded & insured auction company since 1936. 

 NOW ACCEPTING ITEMS FOR UPCOMING AUCTIONS:NOW ACCEPTING ITEMS FOR UPCOMING AUCTIONS:  
Vehicles, Trailers, Boats & Marine, ATVs,Vehicles, Trailers, Boats & Marine, ATVs,

 RVs, Firearms,  Sporting Goods,  RVs, Firearms,  Sporting Goods, 
Tools, Tractors, Collectibles... Etc.Tools, Tractors, Collectibles... Etc.

 Got an interesting photo and story to share? Just send 
it to hopper@crosbyironton.net, along with your name, 
city and a description of the photo. We also accept 
news and community events. And who knows, you may 
see your submission next week in the                            !

Send Us Your Photos and Community Events!Send Us Your Photos and Community Events!  

Governor Tim Walz an-
nounced on Tuesday, an 
update to the telework policy 
for state employees, requiring 
most state agency employees 
to work in-person for at least 
50% of scheduled workdays 
beginning June 1. Around 
60% of state employees al-
ready work in-person and 
did so throughout the entirety 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“This approach balances 
the flexibility of telework with 
the workplace advantages of 
being in office,” said Gov-

ernor Walz. “Having more 
state employees in the office 
means that collaboration 
can happen more quickly 
and state agencies can build 
strong organizational cultures 
more easily.”

The policy change provides 
an exemption for employees 
who live more than 75 miles 
away from their primary work 
location, helping the State 

of Minnesota benefit from 
top talent in every corner of 
the state.

This policy change sup-
ports the economic vitality of 
office districts like downtown 
Saint Paul, bringing foot traffic 
back to businesses and public 
spaces. Many major Minne-
sota employers are also now 
requiring in-person workdays 
for their employees.

Change to State telework policy

    By Lisa Butler
Five-year-olds can be goofy. 

That was my first thought sever-
al years ago when my son stum-
bled and fell to the ground.

But when he failed to get up 
and told us that his legs hurt, 
my husband and I grew wor-
ried. By the time we got him to 
a doctor, his mystery sickness 
had progressed. He couldn’t 
walk down the hall to the exam 
room without bracing himself 
against the wall.

It’s difficult to describe the 
sheer terror I felt in that mo-
ment. His body was seizing 
up, but he remained aware of 
his surroundings. Worst of all, 
there was nothing I could do 
to fix it.

Eventually we learned that 
we were among the thousands 
of American families affected 
each year by Guillain-Barré 
Syndrome, or GBS — a rare, 
debilitating neuromuscular 
condition that can strike any-
one at a moment’s notice. 

Despite GBS’s life-altering 
impact, treatment options to-
day are limited, outdated, and 
often inadequate. Developing 
more effective therapies for this 
terrible disease should be an 
urgent public health priority.

Just diagnosing GBS is a 
challenge. An initial battery of 
tests on our son revealed noth-

ing. His paralysis progressed 
rapidly — within hours he 
could not stand or lift his arms 
above his waist. A spinal tap 24 
hours after the onset of symp-
toms showed elevated protein 
levels. At that point, our doctor 
knew it was GBS.

GBS doesn’t discriminate. 
Everyone from young chil-
dren to the elderly can fall 
victim. GBS typically strikes 
without warning and moves 
at lightning-fast speed. Some 
patients experience only mild 
to moderate symptoms, while 
others lose the ability to chew, 
swallow, or even breathe with-
out a ventilator. Ultimately, 
about one in 20 people with 
the condition die from it.

Since the disease moves at 
such a fast clip, it’s critical to 
identify and treat it promptly. 
Sadly, however, patients who 
show up at the emergency 
room with symptoms of GBS 
are often told that they’re suffer-
ing from stress or dehydration 
and sent home. In many such 
cases, the muscle weakness 
keeps intensifying, and patients 
end up back at the hospital 
practically paralyzed. 

Despite abundant progress 
in many other disease areas in 
recent years, there is still no 
therapy approved specifically 
for GBS in the United States. 

The two commonly used to 
treat GBS — intravenous im-
munoglobulin and plasma 
exchange — have to be ad-
ministered in a number of 
courses and can take weeks to 
take effect.

With the current standard of 
care, 40% of GBS patients will 
still need to be admitted to the 
ICU. One-quarter will require 
mechanical ventilation. Close 
to one-fifth can’t walk within 
one year of treatment, and 
about half experience pain for 
upwards of three years follow-
ing recovery. 

The good news is that sci-
entists could be on the verge 
of a paradigm-shifting break-
through. As we speak, re-
searchers are working overtime 
to develop therapies that, for 
the first time, specifically target 
GBS. One experimental treat-
ment has shown the potential 
to cut total recovery time, and 
thus the amount of time the 
disease has to progress, in half.

Lisa Butler is president and 
CEO of GBS | CIDP Foundation 
International, a global non-
profit organization supporting 
individuals and their families 
affected by Guillain-Barré syn-
drome, chronic inflammatory 
demyelinating polyneuropathy, 
and related conditions. (gbs-ci-
dp.org).

Better treatments urgently needed 
for Guillain-Barré Syndrome
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* —  New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am; 

Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street SW;  
newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10 

& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William 

Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org
Baxter - Eagle Brook Church , Worship 9 & 11,  www.eagle-

brookchurch.com/locations/brainerd-lakes/
Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 

218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory 
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ 
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

 Aitkin (Cedarbrook) —  St. John’s (ELCA) Pastor Sarah 
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John’s Church Road, 
Aitkin.  Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am.  stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 

Sunday each month.
Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 

4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN 

56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm 

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer 

Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S 

Brainerd – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

3rd Sun., 10:30.
Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 

Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  Sun. 9:30 

worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel 

Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.
Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.

com  Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor 
218-692-3682 • 35960 CR 66, Through Mid-May: Sunday 
at 9:30am & Wednesday at 6:15pm. Weekly Free Com-
munity Meal - Wednesdays at 5:15pm - All are welcome!

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship 
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. 
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9,  (alternates with 
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30; 
handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15  
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.
McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 

(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 

OBITUARIESOBITUARIES

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director • Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531

• Traditional, Graveside &   
    Memorial Funerals
• Cremation Service
• Out-of-town Arrangements
• Pre-arrangement Plans

Over 80 Years of Caring 
Service on the Cuyuna Range 

& Surrounding Areas
Jason Brezinsky Directors:

Jerry Thompson • Tad Brezinsky

Locally Owned  & Operated
 Area Open Houses, 

Engagements, 
Weddings

 & Community Events 
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BARBARA ZEYLMAKER
Barbara Jeanne Zeylmaker, 90, of Aitkin, and 

formerly of Yuma, AZ died Thursday, March 20, 
2025 at Golden Horizons in Aitkin.  

There are no public services planned at this time.  
Burial will be in Sunset Vista Cemetery Columbar-
ium in Yuma, AZ. 

She was born February 2, 1935 Decator, IL, the 
daughter of Ernest and Patricia (McGuire) Ernst.  

Barbara is survived by sons and daughters-in-law: 
Charles and Sue Zeylmaker of Renton, WA., Patrick 
and Midge Zeylmaker of Issaquah, WA; daughter 

and son-in-law,  Sally and Rick Bruesewitz of Aitkin, 
MN; six grandchildren: Hailey, Christopher, Shay, 
Shelby, Katherine, Nicholas; nieces and nephews: 
Cindy, Penny, Jovita, Tommy;  other relatives and 
friends who mourn her passing. 

  She was preceded in death by her parents and 
sister Marilyn Aguilar.  

Arrangements are with Sorensen-Root-Thompson 
Funeral Home & Cremation Services in Aitkin.  To 
leave a message of condolence please go to www.
srtfuneral.com

RONALD EDWIN KAATZ
Ronald Edwin Kaatz, 89, died  

on March 12, 2025  at his home 
at The Swamp  near Aitkin.

No funeral service planned. 
Memorial gathering at The 
Swamp possible later this year.

Ron Kaatz was a good man. 
He was born on September 

12, 1935 to Edwin Raymond 
Kaatz and Helen Gustafson Kaatz 
in Worthington during the Great 
Depression. He lived as a boy 
through World War II in Minnesota, 

Arizona, and Arkansas. At 18, Ron joined the U.S. 
Marine Corps. He served three years, leaving as 
a Sergeant, chief of a radio communications unit.  
Ron then used the G.I. bill and hard labor as a con-
struction worker to enter the University of Minnesota 
and study economics, probability, and statistics. He 
graduated and walked out of the University right into 
a job at the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis. 
There he was rapidly promoted into management 
and retired more than 30 years later as a Senior Vice 
President. He served as Chairman of the Board of 
the First Unitarian Society of Minneapolis. In 1971, 
Ron bought 80 acres near the town of Aitkin. The 
place had swampland and trees, but no house, 
only a small “shack” with no water, no electricity, 

no insulation, a wood burning stove, and a 2-seater 
outhouse. Ron loved it. Weekends year-round for 
nearly 20 years were spent there with his family and 
friends. In 2000, Ron moved from Minneapolis to live 
at The Swamp full-time. He bought 40 more acres 
of natural swampland, which he left undeveloped 
intentionally. On the 80, he spent time planning, 
building, remodeling and landscaping. To help him 
(and to do the real work), he hired talented locals 
who turned into friends: Dave Paulson, Charlie 
Jackson, and Toby Gabrio. 

He is survived by his wife of 30 years, Kathy 
Rolfe; sons: John Kaatz (Peggy Kjorstad-Kaatz), 
Charlie Kaatz, and Paul Kaatz (Rose); sister, Linda 
Kaatz McGee; niece, Mary Copouls;  nephew, Tom 
McGee; four grandchildren: Kris Macauley (Andy), 
Eric Kaatz, Spencer Kaatz, and Annalese Kaatz; 
great-granddaughter Elise Macauley; sister-in-law, 
Nancy Rolfe and her husband Frank Meyer; brother-
in-law John Rolfe; cousin’s daughter, Rosie Thibodo; 
and old friends: Carl Overman and Fritz Biermeier.

He was preceded in death by his parents; ex-wife, 
Sharon Bastys Kaatz; and old friends: Bill Dolid, Jack 
Wallingford, Stan Plys, and Tom Horner.

A r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  S o -
rensen-Root-Thompson Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Service of Aitkin. Leave online condolences 
at www.srtfuneral.com.

MARY JANE LINDGREN
Mary Jane “MJ” Lindgren, 73, 

life-long resident of Aitkin died 
peacefully on Saturday, March 
22, 2025 at Golden Horizons 
Memory Care, Aitkin.  

A Celebration of Life will be 
held this Summer 2025.  Details 
will be announced later.

She was born August 12, 
1951 the daughter of Jeremiah and  Effie (Davis) 
Sullivan.   She attended Maryhill Academy and 
graduated from Aitkin High School and St. Cloud 
Beauty School.  Mary Jane “MJ” Sullivan was 
united in marriage to Gary A. “Swede” Lindgren on 
July 6, 1974 at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Aitkin. 
She worked varied jobs including: as a beautician, 

a teller at Security Bank, a farm wife and a book-
keeper at Aitkin Implement. She led an active life 
snowmobiling, hunting, fishing, traveling, golfing, 
socializing with friends and snuggling with her cat 
Jasper.  She was a member of the American Legion, 
the Moose Clubs in Aitkin and Yuma, AZ, the Eagles 
in Yuma and Aitkin Women’s Softball. 

She is survived by her husband Gary “Swede” 
Lindgren of Aitkin; siblings: Jerry Sullivan (Barb) 
of Aitkin, Greg Sullivan (Jean) of New Braunfels, 
TX., Nancy Palucki (John) of Perryville, MD., Tom 
Sullivan (Sue) of Durham, NC., Pat Sullivan (Noli) 
of Meridian, ID; other special relatives and friends.

  Arrangements are with Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home & Cremation Services in Aitkin. 
www.srtfuneral.com.

SANDRA LUNDQUIST
Sandra Jeanne “Sandy” Lundquist,  died peace-

fully March 22, 2025. 
A memorial service will be held on Saturday, 

March 29, 2025 at 11:00 a.m. in the Community 
Room at Heartwood with a reception to follow. 
Sandy arranged whole body donation to the 
University of Minnesota Medical school Anatomy 
Bequeath Program.  

Sandra Jeanne “Sandy” Lundquist, was born 
July 25, 1936, in Somerville, MA to Edward L. 
Traver Jr. and Frances Whitcher Traver. She grew 
up in historic Lexington, MA and was a 1954 
graduate of Lexington High School.  She earned a 
B.A. from Graceland College in Lamoni, Iowa and 
that summer married Gene Gilbert. They settled 
in Warsaw, IL where she began her career as a 
public school teach in English before moving to 
Minnesota where the University of Minnesota cer-
tified her for Special Education. Their two children 
were born in the1960s. In 1972, 12 families of the 
(now) Community of Christ church created a spe-
cial neighborhood called “LaPaz” (peace) in Apple 
Valley, MN where all shared in family activities.  

Sandy’s husband succumbed to cancer in 1975 
and the LaPaz community was a great source of 
support. Sandy and Clarence Lundquist were mar-
ried on March 31, 1985, and lived on Shallow Lake 
in Warba. They spent the next decades in various 
service opportunities. In the mid ‘90s, Clarence and 
Sandy moved to Bella Vista, AR and enjoyed active 
participation in the Bella Vista Community Church. 
They moved back to Minnesota in 2006—first to 
Aitkin then to Heartwood Senior Living in Crosby 
since 2016. 

She is survived by her husband, Clarence K. Lund-
quist; son, E. Glenn Gilbert and wife Diane of Falcon 
Heights; grandson, Evan of Minneapolis;  daughter 
,Angela Heine and husband Mark of Cottage Grove, 
WI; four stepchildren 10 step-grandchildren, and 19 
step-great grandchildren. 

Sandy was preceded in death by her parents; first 
husband, Eldon Gene Gilbert;  brother, Edward L. 
Traver, III (Ted); and  stepfather, David M. Haseltine.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com.
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G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-844-588-6535. 
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, nocost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-855 
977-7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

Inflation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and 
find out how to pay off your 
debt for significantly less than 
what you owe! FREE quote: 
Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

AT T E N T I O N  O X Y G E N 
THERAPY USERS! Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE 
information kit. Call 1-888-
815-4903. (mcn) 

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258. (mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to con-
nect to the right provider. 
(mcn)
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 Classified Order Form
Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.
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PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the 
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Deadlines are 
Mondays at Noon

Don’t Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! Our 
home warranty covers ALL 
MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t 
fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the 
plan that fits your budget! 
Call: 1-877-743-7971(mcn)

  
NEW AND USED SAFES NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE FOR SALE  •  • 
Safe repair and Safe repair and 
locked sa fes locked sa fes 
opened  • Heavy opened  • Heavy 
and light duty and light duty 
gun safes and gun safes and 
vault doors on vault doors on 
hand  •  H igh hand  •  H igh 
security safes for security safes for 
gold and silver   gold and silver   
320-360-5431 320-360-5431 
  w52

Kimberly Township is looking 
for contractors to perform 
roadside mowing, brushing 
and miscellaneous work on 
their roads.  Please have 
pricing to Kimberly Township 
30854 Dam Lake Street, 
Aitkin, MN 56431 by 5:00 
p.m. April 10, 2025.  
Kimberly Township is looking 
for lawn maintenance to be 
performed at the Kimberly 
Township Garage and Ceme-
tery by either an individual 18 
or older with valid MN Drivers 
License or a landscaping 
contractor.  Individuals have 
work history; contractors 
have costs to Kimberly Town-
ship 30854 Dam Lake Street, 
Aitkin, MN 56431 by 5:00 
p.m. April 10, 2025. 

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT advertising which is decep-
tive, fraudulent, or which might otherwise violate the law.

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

The 2x2 Network is a program of the Minnesota Newspaper Association.

 Go to www.NewsHopper.net Go to www.NewsHopper.net 
for more information. for more information. 

STATEWIDE 
ADVERTISING 

IS EASY!

EMILY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY MEMBERS 

SEEKING BOARD CANDIDATES 
Emily Cooperative Telephone Company d/b/a Tremolo 

Communications is seeking prospective candidates to run for 
a position on the Board of Directors representing the Fifty 
Lakes District and Fairfield District. The candidate for the Fifty 
Lakes District must reside in the City of Fifty Lakes and be a 
member of the cooperative. The candidate for Fairfield Dis-
trict must reside in Fairfield Township and be a member of the 
cooperative. A member is anyone that has an active phone or 
internet account with the cooperative.

A director of the Cooperative shall among other things:
 • Assume a fiduciary duty to the Cooperative.
 • Possess the minimum knowledge and skills necessary 

to direct the affairs of a cooperative.
 • Be willing to devote such time and effort to the duties of 

a director as may be necessary.
Members of the Board of Directors are responsible for 

representing the Cooperative membership and for develop-
ing strategies, policies, and objectives for the Cooperative.

Those interested in becoming a candidate for Fifty Lakes 
District or Fairfield District should contact Tremolo Commu-
nications CEO/General Manager, Josh Netland at jnetland@
emilytel.com or at 218-763-3000.

                                     Week of March 23, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
HELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS

FINANCIAL

EMPLOYMENT WANTED TO BUY

AGE 55+ WORKERS 
needed for part-time custodial 
work at rest areas and state parks 
in Minnesota. Apply online at 
greenviewmn.com or call 651/639-1913 

TRI COUNTY COOP 
Board of Directors in Chokio, Minnesota 
is searching for a new General Manager 
to run this pro table, growing energy co-
operative with four store locations. We 
are looking for someone that will work 
to grow the business and provide excel-
lent customer service to patrons and em-
ployees. Candidates with fuel, propane, 
and/or convenience store experience 
preferred. Salary range of $80-$130,000 
depending on experience, bene ts avail-
able, Health Insurance and 401K plan. A 
full job description and application can 
be requested by calling 320/324-7151.
More information, call Rodd Beyer 
at 218/770-9334. Applications will 
be reviewed beginning March 31.

LIFE INSURANCE POLICY 
70-year-old man, in poor health, 
wants to sell his life insurance poli-
cy. $50K OBO. Current death bene t 
$1,150,000. Call Steve 320/287-1853 

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1,600 
off  for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

ONLY $279 to reach a statewide audience
of 1.3 million readers!!! 612-332-8844

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/9/2025 North

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (844) 978−0683

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.
• Fair Cash Off er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/9/2025 North

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (844) 978−0683

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.
• Fair Cash Off er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/9/2025 North

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (844) 978−0683

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.
• Fair Cash Off er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to 
credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-
51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, 
MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  
OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing 
that fits your budget!1

1-855-577-1268
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

+

Promo: 285

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-855-462-2330 now to

America’s #1 Awning!
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-839-3371 Call 218-839-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices!

Keep Cozy Keep Cozy 
with Spray with Spray 

FoamFoam
 Insulation! Insulation!

Pictured above the Aitkin High School Concert Choir Ensemble 49 member cast for Footloose the Musical. Cast includes: 
Ren McCormack: Levi Berg, Ethel McCormack: Ashlyn Peel, Ariel Moore: Béla May, Rev. Shaw Moore: Dane Larson, Vi Moore: 
Peyton Perrine, Rusty: Lyla Miller, Wendy Jo: Abby Iniguez, Urleen: Kira Hamilton, Jackie: Maddie Schwerin, Willard Hewitt: 
Braxton Huse , Bickle: Eliot Christensen, Garvin: Tanner Koonce, Jeter: Joe Brucker, Chuck Cranston: Jeremia Cortez, Lyle: 
Carsyn Miller, Travis: Noah Moss, Frank: Asher Schneider, Cowboy Bob: Will Henline, Betty Blast: Kingston Kamangala, Wes 
Warnicker: Will Vogtlin, Lulu Warnicker: Natalie Crowther, Coach Dunbar: Brandon Kunz, Eleanor Dunbar: Violet Eisenbraun’ 
Principal Clark: Addie Steffens, Officer Kim: Ashley Asmus, Cowgirl/Dance Lead: Hannah Jones, Cowboy Bob’s Band/Teen 
Ensemble: Quinten Crowther, Cowboy Bob’s Band/Teen Ensemble: Jacob Moen, Cowboy Bob’s Band/Adult Ensemble: Reese 
Wendlandt, Chicago Girl/Teen Ensemble: Evelyn Anderson, Chicago Girl/Dance Lead/Teen Ensemble: Ava Christensen. Teen 
Ensemble: Eilee Aho, Kate Boyd,Jayden Crapser, Kaelynn Gruhlke, Sofia Harder, Krista Hays, Alyssa Karr, Jace Novotny, 
Paige Packer, and Morgan Poland. Adult Ensemble: Mylie Benson, Lucille Hunter, Kacie Kaiser, Madi Martin, Ev Nordberg, 
Allie Ostrowski, and Gabriella Price.             Ann Schwartz photo

Levi Berg plays Ren McCormack (a quick-witted and out-go-
ing teenager who is a recent transplant to the school.)

broken noses and injured 
knees. Not to mention the 
grueling hours and commit-
ment it takes to pull off a 
great show. And we have just 
that… a great show!

“Most people don’t under-
stand how many hands and 
jobs there are in a full produc-
tion of a musical. There are 
many moving parts, and I am 
blessed to have worked with 
such a great team.” summed 
up Vouk.

Set Designer Loren Vonasek 
is a longtime Aitkin art teach-
er who has worked on design-
ing sets, running the technical 
booth and handling other du-
ties for 60 local productions 
over 30-plus years, including 
The Aitkin High School Choir 
Spring Musicals, AHS one-act 
plays and community theater 
productions.

“The vibe we are creating 

for the sets for Footloose is 
contemporary,” explained 
Vonasek. “We are achieving 
a 1980s ambiance through 
the use of grid patterns and 
a subdued color palette. Set 
pieces are moved around to 
highlight the different venues 
featured in scenes: such as 
the gas station and the burger 
joint. We illustrate the scenes 
more by projecting images on 
a backdrop.”

“I am so excited to be 
back at Aitkin High School 
this year,” Musical Director 
Jennifer Johnson said. “This 
show is full of familiar tunes 
that the audience will rec-
ognize such as “Footloose.” 
“Holding Out for A Hero,” 
“Let’s Hear It for The Boy,” 
and “Almost Paradise.” There 
will also be several songs 
written specifically for the 
stage musical that will be new 

to the audience but will play a 
huge part in telling the story. 
Several musical numbers in-
clude our entire 49-member 
ensemble and others will be 
sung by specific characters 
throughout the show. There 
is a ton of energy, dancing, 
and joy in this show, and we 
hope that the audience leaves 
feeling that. We also hope 
that they will leave having felt 
inspired by the story that we 
are telling. It’s a story about 
finding joy even in the midst 
of tragedy. It’s about listening 
to the voices of young people, 
accepting differences, and 
standing up for what you 
believe in. It’s about learning 
from each other and it’s about 
a community coming togeth-
er to celebrate life—just like 
our community coming out 
to our show!”

Johnson explains that her 
role is primarily to teach 
students the music, both in 
choir class and after-school 
rehearsals. We rehearse the 

full ensemble music in choir 
class daily and, in addition 
to learning to sing our vocal 
parts, we also learn how to 
add dynamics, use good dic-
tion, get into character, and 
how to effectively breathe, 
so that we can sing while 
dancing our choreography 
—not an easy task. Students 
with lead or supporting roles 
also have several individual 
or small group numbers that 
they learn both on their own 
and in after-school rehears-
als with me. All of us work 
together on many aspects of 
the show, but we all have our 
focus and that is what makes 
us a strong team.”

 “These kids have worked 
so hard to put this show to-
gether and we truly can’t wait 
to share it with you,”Johnson 
said. “We hope that you will 
come out to support our fine 
arts students and their incred-
ible talents. These are the best 
kids, and I promise you won’t 
want to miss it.”   

Dynamic and  powerful Footloose takes stage in Aitkin | Continued from Page 1

Cheerleaders on stage for a dance number.
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