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sjDANCEco presents
Spring DANCE 
Festival April 26-27 
at Eastridge Center 
SEE PAGE 4

East San Jose
community
aims to restore
youth center

By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight

A
n East San Jose collective has stepped in to
save the Mexican American Community
Services Agency youth center from demo‐

lition.
The effort to repurpose the building is lead by

the School of Arts and Culture and SOMOS May‐
fair, representing the Si Se Puede Collective. At an
Alum Rock Union School District board meeting
Thursday night, trustees voted unanimously to
instruct the district to investigate costs for liabil‐
ity, security, maintenance and upkeep of the youth
center and report back in April. The board acknowl‐
edged the importance the center would have on
the community, but also raised budgetary con‐
cerns since the district is confronting a $20 mil‐
lion budget deficit and closing six schools in the
upcoming 2025‐26 school year.

Following a community outcry last year, the
school district halted its plans to demolish the
property in the hopes of finding a local partner.
This month, the nonprofit organizations offered

to renovate and lease the facility.
The Collective envisions MACSA as a vibrant,

multi‐use community asset, offering education,
sports and community services. The facility holds
historical and cultural significance as a symbol of
innovation, hope, and resilience, Victor Vasquez,
co‐executive director of SOMOS Mayfair and Jes‐
sica Paz‐Cedillos, co‐executive director of the
School of Arts and Culture, said in a statement.

“We believe that East San Jose deserves a space
that reflects the resilience and aspirations of its
people,” Paz‐Cedillos told San José Spotlight. “Our
organizations envision MACSA as a space where
students can access after‐school programs that
foster creativity and leadership, where parents

can find support services that promote stability
and where residents can engage in workforce
training programs that create pathways to finan‐
cial security.” 

An assessment will be conducted to determine
the cost of renovating the 30,000‐square‐foot
building, Paz‐Cedillos said. Previous assessments
ranged from $10 million to $30 million, she added.
The School of Arts and Culture and SOMOS May‐
fair are asking the district for a long‐term lease
and in‐kind rent and plan to pursue private fund‐
ing, state and federal grants and launch a capi‐
tal campaign. The renovation is slated for March
2026 to December 2027.

See CENTER, page 10

‘Day on the 
Evergreen’ slated
for Saturday,
April 26

By Sean Eastwood
Times Media staff writer  

E
vergreen Valley College Com‐
munity Day (aka "Day on the
Evergreen") will take place from

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 26
at Evergreen Valley College.

The event is geared for the entire
family with popup booths with the
San Jose Sharks and San Jose Earth‐
quakes, as well as an EVC art booth,
classic cars, popup planetarium and
vehicles from San Jose Fire and San
Jose Police. 

Among the two dozen community
booths, EVC sponsored organizations,

the Girl Scouts, San Jose Parks and
Recreation, San Jose Park Rangers,
Kaiser and representatives from elect‐
ed officials Sylvia Arenas, Domingo
Candelas and Ash Kalra on site. 

After lunch at the food trucks, the
EVC soccer team will host a clinic at 1
p.m.

Day on the Evergreen Activities
include: 

• 150‐200 students registering for
Fall 2025 as part of our annual reg‐
istration event

• A robust pickleball court next
door

• Two food trucks (Mexican and
Cheesesteaks)

• Music from DJ Wild
• San Jose Earthquakes Popup Kick‐

ing Booth
• San Jose Sharks Popup Shooting

Both
• Axe Throwing with the Girl Scouts

(don’t worry they are plastic!)
See EVERGREEN, page 4

San José Mineta 
International Airport to
have new generation of
Airport retail concessions
SEE PAGE 9

San Jose City Council approved a
100% affordable housing project for
400 apartments in East San Jose. File
photo.

Affordable 
housing to 
replace East San
Jose abandoned
building

By Vicente Vera
San José Spotlight

A
vacant building in East San
Jose will be replaced with
hundreds of affordable

homes.
A 100% affordable housing

complex was approved at 2940
Alum Rock Ave. across from James
Lick High School March 12 at Plan‐
ning Director hearing. 

The 50,900‐square‐foot devel‐
opment would construct 400
homes and demolish two vacant
buildings to make way for a 6‐
story multi‐family residential

See HOMES, page 7

The Eastside community packed the Alum Rock Unified School District board room in support of restoring the
Mexican American Community Services Agency youth center. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert.

Speaking out
Congressman Jimmy Panetta hosts a Medicaid Town Hall at Ever‐
green Valley College last week with medical experts Dr. Seema
Sidhu, Kaiser; Amy Carta, Santa Clara County Health; and Dr.
Rebecca Fazilat, Sutter Health.  
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Times News

Evergreen
Continued from page 1

• EVC – SETI Popup Planetarium
• EVC Women’s Soccer clinic
• San Jose Police and Fire
• EVC Art Booth
• Classic cars in our parking lot
Community officials and 
groups include: 
• Supervisor Sylvia Arenas
• Councilmember Domingo 
Candelas
• Congressman Jimmy Panetta
• Assemblyman Ash Kalra
San Jose Earthquakes

• San Jose Sharks
• Santa Clara County Parks and Rec
• San Jose Police

• San Jose Fire
• Girl Scouts of Northern California
• Second Harvest of Silicon Valley
• AAPI Silicon Valley (AAPI SV)
• Bay Area Community Health
• Catholic Charities of Santa Clara
County
• Catholic Charities of Santa Clara
County – Emergency Programs &
Housing
• CaliBunga Waterpark San Jose
• CHAMPS ‐ San Jose Downtown
Association

• Community Health Partnership
• Consulate General of Mexico in 
San Jose
• District 8 Roundtable
• East Valley Christian Schools
• Evergreen Community Center

• Grassroots Ecology
• Kaiser
• Latino Education Advancement 
Foundation
• Mekong Community Center
• San Jose Downtown Association
• San Jose Park Rangers
• Santa Clara Valley Bird Alliance
• Santa Clara Family Health Plan
• Santa Clara County Registrar 
of Voters
• Shine Together
• Silicon Valley Independent Living 
Center
• UCSC San Jose Cal‐SOAP
• Valley Water
• Vietnamese American Service
Center
• Watermark Communities

Evergreen Valley Departments:
• EVC Astronomy
• ASPIRE+ PLLUS
• Biology
• Disability Support Program
• Enlace
• EVC Engineering
• EOPS
• Financial Aid Office
• Health & Wellness
• OASISS
• EVC NEXTUP
• EVC Translation and Interpreting 
Program
• EVC Visual Arts Department
Editor’s note: The event will be held

at the field located next to the Betten‑
court Soccer Stadium, MS3 Building.
Use parking lot 6.

sjDANCEco presents Spring
DANCE Festival April 26-27
at Eastridge Center 
Free event celebrates Bay Area Dance Week

By William Bellou
Publisher 

S
jDANCEco will present its Spring Dance Fes‐
tival at Eastridge Center on Saturday, April
26 and Sunday, April 27 from 12 Noon to

5:00 p.m., coinciding   with National Dance Week.
The event is free to the public.

“Professional Programming” segments are 15‐min‐
utes each on the half‐hour (1:30pm, 2:30pm, etc.), and
free dance classes are held every hour, on‐the‐hour
on Saturday and Sunday. The festival stage is locat‐

ed on the main level of the Eastridge Center mall.
Dozens of choreographers and Bay Area dance

organizations (from young children to professional
companies and everything in between) present
many styles of dance on the Eastridge festival stage
during a free non‐stop 5‐hour program each day.
The professional dance portions of the show are
15 minutes each at 1:30pm, 2:30pm and on the

half‐hour all day long. Free dance classes will be
offered at 1:00pm, 2:00pm, and at an hour through‐
out the day. The celebration is part of Bay Area
Dance Week and National Dance Week (April 25 ‐
May 4, 2025) and showcases the diversity of the
Bay Area dance community. 

Professional dance groups will come from San
Jose, San Francisco, Los Gatos, Palo Alto, Fremont,
Santa Cruz, Menlo Park and more.

Other dance groups scheduled to perform are
coming from Campbell, Hollister, Cupertino, Sunny‐
vale, Santa Clara, Manteca, Walnut Creek and more.

Donors include: San Jose Downtown, Applied
Materials, SVCreates, City of San Jose Office of Cul‐
tural Affairs, Rotary Club of Los Gatos, City of San
Jose, Leo M. Shortino Family Foundation, Eastridge,
Mission College Santa Clara.

Editor’s note: Eastridge Center Mall is located at
2200 Eastridge Loop, San Jose, CA 95122, off Capi‑
tol Expressway and Tully Road.

HH Lin Dance Company to perform at Spring Dance
Festival at Eastridge Center April 26-27. Photo cour-
tesy of sjDANCEco.
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CAJose-Evergreen,San
10SuiteRoad,Aborn2721

95121CAJose,San

238-7500(408)

4/30/225

HOURS OF OPERATION
Mon-Fri: 9:00am - 7:00 pm

Sat: 10:00am - 6:00 pm
Sun: 11:00am - 4:00 pm 

ORDER ONLINE! WE DELIVER!
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Santa Clara County
cuts Head Start  
education program

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight

S
anta Clara County teachers and local
leaders are warning of chaos after mass
layoffs have decimated a critical pre‐

school program for families living in pover‐
ty, known as Head Start.

Head Start staff received pink slips around
March 15 amid uncertainty as to whether
the federal program under the Trump admin‐
istration will reimburse the Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Office of Education for the costs. The edu‐
cation office’s top officials have publicly
expressed confidence the grant funding will
be renewed, but said they can’t hire staff for
the next school year without that guarantee.

Jennifer Gravem, a spokesperson for Inter‐
im Superintendent Charles Hinman’s office,
said the layoffs will not affect all Head Start
workers, but didn’t immediately have an
answer as to how many workers have been
put on ice. She said it’s unclear when employ‐
ees will be brought back if the Head Start grant
gets awarded.

“It’s very dependent on the federal gov‐
ernment,” Gravem told San José Spotlight.
“We’ll either receive immediate notification
or in‐time notification that the grant is rein‐
stated, so people will be reinstated as we
hear from the federal government.”

Local education leaders and parents are in
an uproar.

“The Head Start program gives children
and families instruction on nutrition, how to
self‐advocate and puts them in touch with a
lot of different resources — there’s nothing
else like it,” Heather Burns, an early child‐
hood special education teacher for the Sun‐
nyvale School District and former Head Start
employee, told San José Spotlight. 

“You can’t imagine the poverty (those fam‐
ilies) face. Rents are so expensive. In the pro‐
gram, you will literally see entire families
renting out one bedroom of an apartment.”

Even if the program restarts, Burns said
the uncertainty caused by layoffs could have
consequences.

“(The) temporary layoff could cause them
to leave the area, get new jobs,” Burns said.
“These are people who spent a lot of time
in the area. They know very specific
resources to the area, who to refer parents
to for different concerns relating to pover‐
ty. It’s a very important network that takes

See HEAD START, page 8

The Santa Clara County Office of Education is
laying off workers for a critical low-income pre-
school program. File photo.
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Homes
Continued from page 1
building. Homes at the apartment complex
are expected to be affordable for residents
who make 80% of the average median
income — which in Santa Clara County is
$181,300 for a family of four or $126,900
for individuals.

Darren Berberian, representative for
developers The Pacific Companies, said
they addressed concerns about traffic by
increasing their budget for traffic‐calming
measures from $40,000 to $100,000.

Developers are also partnering with the
city department of transportation for a car
sharing program. The membership‐based
program would provide 100% electric car
sharing services 24/7 on the property.

“We’re working with the city on the (park‐
ing) spaces for a car share program, which
I think is absolutely phenomenal,” he said
Wednesday. “We really tried to do every‐
thing we can to fill up the massive need for
more affordable housing, but also be very
mindful of the community and our neigh‐
bors.”

The property, owned by National Retail
Properties, was once home to a drive‐in
burger restaurant called The Golden Point.
The city planning department said the proj‐
ect is one of the largest affordable housing
developments in recent years.

District 5 Councilmember Peter Ortiz,
who represents the area, said his office
worked with The Pacific Companies to
reduce the effects on the neighborhood. In
response, the developers pledged to cre‐
ate 401 parking spaces to prevent conges‐
tion and overflow parking on streets.

While the city eliminated its minimum
parking requirement for new housing devel‐
opments, Berberian said they wanted to be
mindful about parking concerns.

Living just a few blocks from the future
affordable housing complex, Ortiz said the
soon‐to‐be demolished vacant building was
a major source of crime and blight, which
was often discussed by the Alum Rock Vil‐
lage Action Committee.

“It’s important to me that whatever this
development is, it’s done right in partner‐
ship with the community,” Ortiz said
Wednesday. “Whether it’s concerns regard‐

ing environmental issues or concerns about
traffic, all those are important to me.”

Alum Rock Village Action Committee rep‐
resentative Shannon Sapien said the group
is actively engaging with The Pacific Com‐
panies

“They have shown an openness to mak‐
ing sure the structures blend seamlessly
with one another, creating a cohesive and
attractive streetscape. In addition, we have
emphasized the importance of green spaces
within the developments,” Sapien told San
José Spotlight. “This ongoing dialogue is a
crucial part of ensuring that the new devel‐
opments serve both the practical and cul‐
tural needs of our community.”

The Pacific Companies were able to waive
green and open space requirements at
Wednesday’s meeting, allowing them to
avoid eliminating homes from their plan,
but also upsetting nearby residents.

“I want to express my vehement opposi‐
tion to any reduction or elimination of the
open space of this huge project, which is
rather outsized for the area,” 36‐year res‐
ident Trudy Ellerbeck said last week. 

“We are very excited to bring this much
needed workforce housing to the city of
San Jose. We are looking forward to seeing
this community come to fruition,” Berber‐
ian told San José Spotlight.

Community issues are
easy to report
By Domingo Candelas

D
id you know you can eas‐
ily report issues like graf‐
fiti, illegal dumping, and

abandoned vehicles right from
your phone? 

The free San José 311 App is a
powerful tool that connects you
with city services to help keep
our community clean and safe.
Through the app, you can also
schedule a free junk pickup —
perfect for getting rid of large
items that can’t go in your regular trash bin.
When you submit a request through the
app, it’s sent directly to the appropriate
city team for review, updates, and resolu‐
tion. 

For concerns near freeways, highways, or
ramps, the California Department of Trans‐

portation (Caltrans) offers a Cus‐
tomer Service Request Form to
address those areas.

As a reminder, we are hosting
various beautification/clean‐ups
next month, if you want to get
involved in beautifying our com‐
munity, sign‐up to volunteer in
the district. 

The 311 App is a great exam‐
ple of how reporting concerns
can make a real difference in our
neighborhoods. And while, tech‐
nology is great, my office is here
to follow up on any issue (311

App reported or not!) 
Together, we can create a cleaner, safer,

and more beautiful community.
It is my pleasure and privilege to serve as

your City Councilmember. 

Council
Report

Domingo Candelas,
District 8 Councilmember

Rendering of affordable housing development at
2940 Alum Rock Ave. Courtesy of AO Architects
& The Pacific Companies. 
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By William Bellou
Publisher

S
an Jose has had some success in clear‐
ing homeless encampments along the
city’s waterways, and now, it wants to

clear the unhoused living under freeways.
Mayor Matt Mahan wants to partner with

Caltrans to accelerate sweeps near freeways
through state legislation and a city pilot pro‐
gram. 

Currently, Caltrans has jurisdiction for State

freeways, highways and underpasses. So far,
the agency’s history of clearing people from
freeway encampments has been slow to none. 

Freeway onramps aren’t campgrounds —
living there is unsafe for everyone,” Mahan
said. “I’m supporting Senate Bill 569 which
would give cities the ability to conduct sweeps
and do homeless outreach on Caltrans prop‐
erty.”

If the measure is passed, the state would
reimburse cities for sweeps.

Head Start
Continued from page 6
time to develop.”

Scores of Head Start teachers and staff
pleaded for their jobs at the March 5 Santa
Clara County Board of Education meeting.
Elsa Gutierrez, an associate teacher at
Head Start, said many workers have been
with the program for 15 years.

“It’s my calling — it’s the calling of all
my colleagues,” Gutierrez said at the meet‐
ing. “We teach our children that they are
important, valued and worth the world.
Please don’t have us turn our backs on
them as you are thinking of doing the same
to us.”

It comes as the board on Wednesday
will discuss applying for its five‐year grant
application to cover the program’s costs
through June 2026. The county’s Head
Start program also serves San Benito Coun‐
ty and — if renewed — anticipates serv‐
ing up to 1,207 children, 906 of whom are
in preschool in addition to 201 infants and
toddlers.

Dramatic federal spending cut propos‐
als in Washington, D.C. coupled with a
regional decline in school district enroll‐
ment is fueling one of the county’s worst
financial crises in recent history. Head
Start cuts are just one of many, with other
program cuts impacting migrant youth
and students with multiple disabilities.

Susan Salop, a board member of the Sun‐
nyvale Education Foundation who has a
son in special education, said the Head

Start cuts will leave the region’s poorest
families out to dry.

“Obviously this region is extremely
expensive to live in — and this is a criti‐
cal program for the people who need it
most. I was shocked, to say the least,” Salop
told San José Spotlight, adding that Head
Start students with special needs normally
don’t get accepted by private daycares,
nursery schools, or in‐home providers.

The teachers union came out swinging
against the layoffs earlier this month.

“It is unacceptable that the futures of
our students and communities are dis‐
rupted again and again by unstable fund‐
ing streams,” Riju Krishna, president of
the Association of County Educators, told
San Jose Spotlight. “We need more con‐
sistent and robust funding so our com‐
munities can rely on that support and fund
the education our students deserve. (We)
will always advocate for what’s best for
all our students.”

Krishna, at a March 5 board meeting,
questioned why educators were first on
the chopping block, despite controversy
over the county education office’s top‐
heavy administration.

A federal investigation last month also
reported that more than $135,370 ear‐
marked for the Head Start program was
misallocated to pay for non‐Head Start
staff and credit card purchases under for‐
mer Superintendent Mary Ann Dewan.
Hinman, Dewan’s successor, argued the
findings pointed to a pattern of misman‐
agement. Dewan at the time said the 

Continued on next page

San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan is partnering with Caltrans to address homeless encampments near
state freeways. San José Spotlight file photo.

San Jose Mayor Mahan wants to clear
homeless camps near freeways
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F
ollowing a compre‐
hensive Request for
Proposal (RFP) pro‐

cess, San José City Council
has approved the selection
of two partners, Hudson and
Paradies Lagardère, to man‐
age a new retail concession
program at San José Mineta
International Airport (SJC)
that will support 50+ local
retailers. 

The collective minimum
capital investment of $16.9
million will support a high‐
quality build‐out featuring
fresh new looks and integrate new
technologies that will enhance the
passenger experience, increase speed
of service and drive sales.

Consisting of 12 retail concepts
throughout Terminals A and B, the
new partners will bring an updated
product mix and a refreshed look and
feel to the Airport’s retail conces‐
sions, with new retail outlets open‐
ing as early as this year. The new pro‐
gram features a diverse mix of trav‐
el essentials, cafés and specialty retail,
prioritizing high‐quality products,
local merchandise, technology and
exceptional customer service. To
ensure product freshness, all grab‐
and‐go food will be locally sourced
from within Santa Clara County.

Prioritizing a keen sense of place—
focusing on innovation, local flavors,
small businesses and a curated prod‐
uct selection—the new program will
include diverse offerings featuring
established brands and local busi‐
nesses, including an almost 50%
increase in participation by Airport
Concessions Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises. Both retail partners com‐
mitted to support a high‐quality build‐
out with new technology components
that are designed to delight customers
and drive incremental revenue.

“With thousands of visitors expect‐
ed to pass through SJC for the Super
Bowl, NCAA Men’s Basketball, and
World Cup games in 2026, now is the
perfect time to enhance our airport’s
shops, cafes, and overall customer
experience,” said San José Mayor Matt
Mahan. “By putting the spotlight on
small businesses and local foods, we
ensure that travelers from around
the world experience the unique iden‐
tity of San José from the moment they
arrive.”

“Thank you to the City Council for
investing in the Airport and creating
new opportunities for passengers
and Airport users to enjoy. SJC’s new
retail program will create a distinc‐
tive San José and Silicon Valley expe‐
rience by offering visually appealing
and welcoming concessions that cap‐
ture the region's spirit and cultural
richness,” said San José City Manag‐

er Jennifer Maguire.
“Hudson’s program will showcase

a diverse selection of local goods,
including wines from renowned vine‐
yards such as Eden Rift Vineyards
(Hollister) and J. Lohr (San José); arti‐
sanal gifts from esteemed local mak‐
ers including Alice Frost Designs and
Lola x Kenneth Collaboration (San
José) and culinary delights from local
purveyors such as Mike & Niki’s
Honey Company (Campbell), Sweet‐
dragon Baking Company (San José),
Garlic World (Gilroy) and Lala’s Jam
Bar (Sonoma County), among many
others.

Tech enthusiasts will be captivat‐
ed by a unique Google shop‐in‐shop
featuring cutting‐edge electronics
and the newest and most trendy prod‐
ucts in an experiential display where
travelers can try and play before buy‐
ing, along with merchandise avail‐
able only at SJC. SJC will be among
the first airports in the nation to fea‐
ture merchandise directly from
Google. Additionally, Hudson will
carry a curated selection of best‐in‐
class global electronics brands,
including Apple, Bose, Sony and other
sought‐after technology.

Hudson’s program will also include
San José‐based Nirvana Soul Café and
all grab‐and‐go food products will be
sourced locally from Eataly Silicon
Valley. The overall concepts showcase
the rich heritage of the San José
region, drawing inspiration from
iconic local names such as Santana
Row and Willow Glen Market.

Paradies Lagardère’s program will
also reflect the unique character of
the San José region by featuring an
array of locally sourced goods, show‐
casing the work of artisans and mak‐
ers such as Gooseberry Designs (Los
Gatos) and The Capsmith (San José).
Local gourmet offerings will include
delectables from Nokki Farm (San
José), Alice Stick Cookies (Los Altos),
Ginger Lab (Santa Clara), Daybreak
Coffee (San José) and Greenlee's Bak‐
ery (San José), among many others.

A highlight of the program will be
a selection of licensed sports appar‐
el for men, women and children. 

Times Local News

San José Mineta International
Airport to have new generation
of Airport retail concessions 
SJ City Council approves $16.9 million in capital investment bring‑
ing new retail concession opportunities to Terminals A & B

OpEd

Is the East Side Union
High School District
facing severe 
cutbacks due to less
funds being available?
By Kevin Larsen

I
n February of this year a heated school board
meeting took place for the East Side Union High
School District (ESUHSD), which is currently

struggling financially, as it has for several years. 
At the recent ESUHSD board meeting, a vast num‐

ber of teachers, community members and students
spoke out to ask the school board not to cut the 11
campus monitor positions at the district high schools
(one per school).

The board members got heated too in their dis‐
cussions, and one board member, Mr. Brian Do,
refused to vote for the cut.

The Santa Clara County Office of Education is now
carefully watching things to make sure monies are
balanced out properly for the current year and
future ones. 

A look back in time
There has been a constant drain on finances for

this school district. Some claim that the ESUHSD
does not receive the same amount of funding from
the State as compared to other nearby school dis‐
tricts.

There was a break from hiring police officers to
monitor schools due to some political views toward
police officers and to save money for the district.
Instead, Campus Monitors were put in place. 

At several school board meetings many felt that
Campus Monitors were   very important in order
to provide a level of safety for each high school cam‐
pus. And now we have a push among some board
members to cut the monitor program out of the
budget.  

When the school district cut the funds to have police
officers on campus, then it only makes sense to use
that money for the Campus Monitors. Many believe
public board meetings are best to cut administra‐
tion costs, rather than cut student needs such as
Campus Monitors.

Teacher Union
The Teacher Union believes cuts should not be

done for services that help students, and that the
Campus Monitor program is crucial for the well‐
being of the students and staff.

The ESUHSD school board believes they must cut
Campus Monitors, because legally they must fall in
line with proper cost savings to ensure that the
Santa Clara County Office of Education does not
take over the oversight of spending and running
the district in the future.

To learn more you can view these recent ESUHSD
board meetings: 

ESUHSD Board Meeting 02/13/25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRJOEsB‐

WV0
ESUHSD Board Meeting 03/20/25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MhT06YoN5r4
These YouTube videos of school board meet‐

ings keep people informed, so we should thank
the board members of the East Side Union High
School District for offering this on YouTube. Many
other school districts in our area do not use
YouTube, and as a result, the community is less
informed.  

Where do we go from here?
The East Side Union High School District has made

vast cutbacks this year to balance their budget. Such
oversight is now coming from the Santa Clara Coun‐
ty Office of Education for ESUHSD.  So, where are
we going?  We know that to remain financially sol‐
vent the ESUHSD needs to take some new and pro‐
gressive measures in spending and oversight. It is
up to each resident to pitch in and help with ideas.  

Donations
I suggest retired experts in finance ask ESUHSD

if they can offer help.  Go to board meetings and
speak for two minutes and write each board mem‐
ber to help them. One may write them here:
https://www. esuhsd. org/BoardSuperinten‐
dent/Board‐of‐Trustees/index.html. 

Also, perhaps there are those who can help with
fundraising efforts to keep the Campus Monitors
from being terminated next school year. They have
already been informed they will be out of a job next
year, but that could change if key people can figure
out how to obtain donations.  New vibrant ways of
overseeing spending can also help this quest. 

Warrant List 
A school district Warrant List is a document shown

on every school board meeting that details all the
payments or expenses a school district is making
and is a record of the orders drawn by the school
district's governing board to its treasurer for spe‐
cific amounts of money. 

It is my belief that vast oversight needs to be done
with an inspection of where monies are spent each
month for the Warrant List items shown at each
board meeting. We should ask the ESUHSD Board
of Trustees to demand careful inspection of each
and every dollar spent, and having a detailed War‐
rant List of items each month could help to solve
the district’s budget shortfall.

Kevin Larsen is a community advocate and resi‑
dent of Evergreen Valley.

Plaza de San José rendering

Head Start
Continued from previous page
misspending was an error and that she corrected it
immediately when brought to her attention.

Hinman, who was brought in to reshape district
spending after the board fired Dewan last October,
assured the teachers’ union on March 5 his office
was scrutinizing executive staff.

“I can assure you we are top heavy and we are
addressing that,” Hinman said at the meeting. “There
are some extremely high salaries. We’re addressing
that.”

Hinman said this month’s staff layoffs are making
his fiscal right‐sizing of the agency look “lopsided.”
But he said the office can’t commit to tens of mil‐
lions in contracts for programs like Head Start with‐
out certainty that the federal government will reim‐
burse them.

“If we act and issue $40 million in contracts and
we’re not issued that $40 million by the federal gov‐
ernment, we will go bankrupt,” Hinman said.  “I
believe your jobs will come back — I really do. I believe
we’re going to get funded … and when your jobs come
back, which I believe they will, you’ll see equity with
management.”

Board of Education President Maimona Afzal Berta
said the fate of the county’s most vulnerable pre‐
school age children is in flux yet again over volatil‐
ity in the federal government.

“The hope is that the Head Start layoff notices can
be rescinded as soon as the (office of education)
receives funding confirmation from the federal gov‐
ernment,” Berta told San José Spotlight.



Center
Continued from page 1

San Jose Councilmember Peter Ortiz
said MACSA is a cornerstone of East
Side’s history and development.

“In its heyday, MACSA provided a
comprehensive network of support
for our Latino youth and families,”
Ortiz said at the meeting. “Whether
it was food, education, health care,
child care or sports programs, MACSA
stood as a beacon of hope.”

San Jose Deputy City Manager Angel
Rios, Jr. urged the board to support
restoring MACSA for the neighbor‐
hood’s youth.

“We’re aware of the fiscal crisis,”
he said. “But I think there’s an even
greater crisis here and that’s the cri‐
sis of hopelessness. Too many of our
young people are feeling hopeless.
Work together and do something.”

Community supporters showed up
en masse following a call to action
on social media by the Si Se Puede
Collective. Clapping, the audience
broke out in a chant of “Si Se Puedes.”
“For our youth! For our Future!”
added an audience member. 

Parent Dilza Gonzalez urged the
board to consider the needs of the
East Side community suffering anx‐
iety due to ICE raids.

“We’re living in a moment where
we have a federal administration
telling our community and our kids
that they are not welcome, that they
are not enough,” she said. “They are
creating a war against our commu‐
nity. The same community you are
here to serve. Show them that you
care, and this is a safe place for them.
That was what MACSA was for me …
and what we want to continue.”

Vasquez and Paz‐Cedillos say they
are committed to restoring MACSA
as a hub for youth development,
workforce training and family sup‐
port services.

“There’s a great need in our com‐
munity and a great sense of hope that
we’re going to create something that
will benefit the next generations and
honor those that came before us,”
Vasquez told San José Spotlight. “We
hope the district continues to part‐
ner with us. This is a way for them
to get additional investment for their
students.”
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ASHLEY CARROLL
CalRE #01947565

(408) 313-1412
Ashley.Carroll@cbnorcal.com
www.AshleyCarrollHomes.com

REALTORS: YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE! Call now to
place your ad by phone: (408) 494-7000

REAL ESTATE GUIDE

DEE RAMIREZ
Realtor Lic. #00683945

(408) 440-7617
Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

New Ballet 
presents Swan
Lake, ballet’s 
iconic love story 

N
ew Ballet, a popular institution
that Silicon Valley, announces
its production of Swan Lake

will be performed May 17 and 18 at
the Hammer Theatre Center.

“Swan Lake is a classical ballet that
is a one‐of‐a‐kind experience,” said
New Ballet Founder/Director Dalia
Rawson. “The production honors a
timeless story, with physicality,
intense emotions and beautiful music.
I am thrilled to bring Swan Lake to
the local community so audiences can
experience the relevance of one of
the most popular ballets of all time.” 

Swan Lake is the most beloved of
classical ballets. Featuring Tchai‐
kovsky’s iconic score performed live
by the New Ballet Orchestra, a lake
of glittering swans, a noble prince
and a streamlined production with a
running length of about two hours,
this exciting production captures the
magic of ballet's most romantic love
story.

Full length shows will be accom‐
panied by a live orchestra, conduct‐
ed by Thomas Shoebotham.

Select Premium Tickets in the
Orchestra or Parterre section provide
a unique experience including access
to the Hammer Theatre Center’s exclu‐
sive lounge before the show and at
intermission, with treats and bever‐
ages for all ages, as well as photo oppor‐
tunities with dancers in costume. 

Performances

Saturday, May 17: 2 p.m. 
Saturday, May 17: 7 p.m. (LGBTQ+

show in partnership with PRIDE)
Sunday, May 18: 11 a.m. (My Very

First Ballet)
Sunday, May 18: 2 p.m. 
Note: My Very First Ballet: Swan

Lake is a special shortened perform‐
ance for  families with toddlers and
preschoolers. (Run time: one hour
with no intermission).  

*New Ballet is also pleased to pres‐
ent a special LGBTQ+ performance in
partnership with PRIDE on Friday,
May 17, 7pm.  

Hammer Theatre Center is located
at 101 Paseo de San Antonio, San Jose,
CA 95113 

TICKETS PRICES: $25‐$111, Groups
of 10 or more can receive a 10% dis‐
count by using code: SLGROUP  To
purchase tickets, visit: https://new‐
ballet.com/spring 

About New Ballet 
New Ballet is a 501(c)(3) not for

profit corporation that was founded
in 2016 by local dancer, choreogra‐
pher, and ballet teacher Dalia Raw‐
son.  The Company is the Resident Bal‐
let Company of the Hammer Theatre.
Its performances are vibrant cele‐
brations of dance and fun theatrical
experiences for the whole family.
Hailed by Metro Silicon Valley as “the
leading ballet organization in the
South Bay,” New Ballet celebrates the
virtuosity of classical ballet and the
cathartic power of the performing
arts.  

New Ballet’s programs are made
possible in part by an operating grant
from the City of San Jose Office of Cul‐
tural Affairs. 

For more information about New
Ballet visit: https://newballet.com.

Brennan Wall with New Ballet dancers in Swan Lake. Photo credit: Bari Lee 



EVERGREEN TIMES n APRIL 4 - APRIL 17, 2025 n PAGE 11SERVING EVERGREEN & SILVER CREEK VALLEY SINCE 1982 n ONLINE: EVERGREENTIMES.COM

Mausoleum Crypt for sale Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

Call to place your 
ad today!  

408-494-7000

LIVING HOPE 
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd. 
San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every
Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan-
gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY:  Training
ministers on how to
use their love for God
to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

EPISCOPAL CHURCH
IN ALMADEN 
6581 Camden Ave.
San Jose, CA 95120.
The Rev. Shelley
Booth Denney, Rector
Phone:408-268-0243
Web:www.eca-sj.org 
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

ship and outreach,
we strive to nur ture
and grow a strong
faith community of
believers, a family of
all ages, where each
member feels wel-
comed, loved, valued
and empowered to
serve. Children are
especially welcomed
and cherished as an
important par t of
God's family.

EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
CENTER (EIC)
http://www.eicsan-
jose.org
2486 Ruby Ave,
San Jose CA 95148. 
(408) 239-6668
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
the English meaning is
"Peace be upon you". 
Q) What is Islam, who
are Muslims, and what
is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and
way of life. Islam
began in the 7th centu-
ry. People who follow
Islam are known as
Muslims. The Quran is
the Divine book that
guides Muslims to

practice Islam. 
"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
latak"" the English
meaning is " May Allah
(swt) protect you and
your family".
Please visit our website
to learn more.

GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN
www.GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.Com
408-274-1200 
See you on Facebook.
2650 Aborn Rd at
Kettmann, across from
the Public Library.
Serving Evergreen for
over 55 years. 
John Goldstein Pastor.
john@GraceChurchEv-
ergreen.com. Christian
worship every Sunday
at 11am. Together we
build better lives and a
better community.
Music Institute
(408)791 7772. After
School Piano, Violin,
Other classical Instru-
ments.
PreSchool, Ages 2-6
Caring for your child
with God’s love and
affection.
Check our website for
current activities.

HOLY SPIRIT
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

promise to our mem-
bers. If you are looking
for an active Christian
faith community, we
invite you to experience
Holy Spirit Parish Com-
munity. All are wel-
come! We are located
at 1200 Redmond
Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m.
Monday - Friday. Our
weekend Mass sched-
ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 6
p.m. Rite of Reconcilia-
tion is every Saturday
at 4 p.m. or by
appointment. Our
Parish Office is open
Monday - Thursday
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Call 408-
997-5100 for recorded
information or 408-
997-5101 to speak
with someone in our
parish office. 

SAN JOSE 
GURDWARA
3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

The word Sikh (see-kh)
means "disciple" or
"student." A Sikh is a
practitioner of the faith
founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British
India.  A Guru who is a
"teacher" or "enlighten-
er" completes the rela-
tionship of teaching
and learning.  Sikhism
is monotheistic and
stresses the equality of
all men and women.
Sikhs believe in three
basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of
God (praying), earning
a living by honest
means and sharing the
fruits of one's labor
with others. Currently
there  are close to one
million Sikhs living in
the USA and Canada
and 25 million Sikhs
living around the world.
Sikhism is the 5th
largest religion in the
world.  At the Gurd-
wara (House of God) in
San Jose we welcome
all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity
for everybody in the
world.  Come to visit
and enjoy Langer
(food) in our kitchen
which is open 365
days of the year and
serves complementary
vegetarian meals.  We
also encourage you to
enter our history room

on site and walk the
beautiful grounds.
Learn more about us
and community events
we sponsor by visiting
our website;
http://www. SanJose-
Gurdwara.org

ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC
CHURCH
5111 San Felipe Rd.,
San Jose, CA 95135
408-223-1770
www.sfoasj.com
We invite you to join
our community of faith
located in the Ever-
green area of San
Jose. We are an inclu-
sive diverse communi-
ty striving to serve as
Disciples of Jesus
Christ in the footsteps
of St. Francis, offering
prayerful and joyful
liturgies, evangeliza-
tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to
the community.
We offer spiritual
opportunities for all
ages, including chil-
dren's liturgy, dynamic
E.C.H.O Jr. High,
I.G.N.I.T.E. High
School, & North Star
Young Adult Ministries,
along with small faith
communities and
opportunities to help
the poor and marginal-
ized of San Jose.
Our Chapel, Gathering

Hall, Parish Office, Mis-
sion Center, Parish Gift
Shop, and Memorial
Garden are all located
at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
Please come join us in
worship at any of the
following times in our
Chapel: Weekdays (M-
Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
days at 4:00 PM (Eng-
lish) and 5:30 PM
(Vietnamese); Sundays
at 8:00 AM (English),
10:00 AM (English),
12:00 PM (English),
4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
and 6:00 PM Youth
Mass (English). The
Villages Gated Com-
munity also features a
Mass on Sundays at
8:15 AM at the Cribari
Auditorium.
For more information,
please call or visit us at
the Parish Office open
M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00
PM. Come join us and

share your presence
with us so that together
we may grow and
share our gifts to help
build God's Kingdom!

THE POINT CHURCH
3695 Rose Terrasse Cir  
San Jose, CA 95148
(408) 270-7646 
English Service:
Sundays at 9:30 &
11:00 AM
Spanish Service:
11:00 AM
Cambodian Service:
11:00 AM
Cantonese Service:
11:00 AM
Mandarin Service:
11:00AM
Youth Extreme Point
(7th-12th grade):
Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship 

listing, email 

times@

timesmediainc.com

Jewelry

Painting

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex 
(408) 393‑1385

Buy/Sell

TimesClassifieds

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in

International Trade related. $62421/yr, 
Pumyang Shipping America

Inc., 3494 Depot Rd, 
Hayward, CA 94545

Reflections Mausoleum 
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level.  Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all

transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair
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