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northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service 24/7 Emergency Service     (218) 927-6828(218) 927-6828

Hurry - 
Don’t Delay
Call Today!

Valuable Coupon  Not to be combined with any other offer. 

Gas FurnaceGas Furnace
 Inspection  Inspection 

$$ 779 9 Now is the perfectNow is the perfect
 time to prepare for time to prepare for

 colder months.  colder months. 

Ensure your furnace is ready by scheduling a professional inspection. 
This proactive step not only enhances efficiency, but also prevents unexpected

 breakdowns when you need it the most.  Stay warm and comfortable by addressing 
maintenance needs before the freezing temps set in.

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • NeuroMetabolic Care • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Schedule your first appointment by April 30, 2025 and receive a 

FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

Diet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose WeightDiet & Exercise May Not Be the Reason You Can’t Lose Weight

The  is furnished FREE, because of the advertisers. Please let them know you appreciate it. 

WHAT’S WHAT’S 
INSIDEINSIDE  

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Monday - Saturday 9-5 and Sunday 11-4

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!*

* on In Stock Items

 Locally 
Owned and 
Operated

We are thrilled to celebrate our 9th anniversary 
with you – our loyal customers! 

Over the past nine years, we’ve been dedicated to 
providing top-quality furniture and mattresses that 

make your home more comfortable and stylish.  

To show our gratitude, we’re offering exciting 
discounts, exclusive deals, prize sign up, and a free 
giveaway with every purchase throughout the month 
of April. It’s our way of saying thank you for trusting 
us to be a part of your home for nearly a decade.  

Whether you’re upgrading your living room, 
bedroom, kitchen, or anything in between, now’s

 the perfect time to celebrate comfort with us!

Hours: Monday - Saturday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM & Sunday 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371Furniture.com

16413 State Hwy 371 • Brainerd, MN 56401
218-828-3020

Locally Owned and Operated

Buy it Today... Have it Today!*

Prices valid 3/29/25 - 5/2/2025. *on in stock items

Sale Price: $997 (Table and 4 Chairs) Sale Price: $697

Sale Price: 
$597

9 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y

HURRY IN
Now through May 2nd!

Buy this Sofa and Loveseat 
and get this Recliner for FREE!

Prices Valid thru Friday, May 2, 2025

TOOLS • GIFTS • HOUSEHOLD • FURNITURE:  LIVING ROOM • BEDROOM • DINING

Shop online at UnclaimedFreightNorth.com

WE HAVE 

AMMO
ALL SIZES ALL SIZES 
NOW ON NOW ON 

SALESALE

PROPANE AVAILABLE 

including for 
Motor Homes

UNCLAIMED 
FREIGHT NORTH

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9-5 
Hwy. 210 West, Aitkin • 218-927-6446

UnclaimedFreightNorth.com

-Spring Furniture Sale!-

SECTIONALSECTIONAL   $1,149.98$1,149.98

SOFASOFA with chaise  $739.98$739.98POWER RECLINERPOWER RECLINER 
with adjustable headrest  $759.98$759.98

HICKORYHICKORY
HUTCHHUTCH

$1,569.98$1,569.98

Summer Hours:
Open Monday - Friday 8-5 

Saturday 9-2
 Closed Sunday 

  Aitkin’s 

LARGEST 

Side x Side and 

ATV Repair & 

Service Center

Dealer of:
Beach King, CFMOTO,  Classic Dock, 
Landau, Mercury Marine, Princecraft, 

South Bay, Suzuki Marine, Triton 
Trailers, Wave Armor, Yamaha, Yamaha 

Outboards

 28965 Hwy 169 South, Aitkin
7 miles south of Aitkin on Hwy. 169 

218-927-6395 
www.farmislandrepairandmarine.com

Poking & Pudgie Pies
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.: Live 

Music with Dos Guys at the 
Bear Pine Bar

• Sunday, April 6:
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.: Flap-

jack Feast (Enjoy pancakes 
with Ruttger’s own maple 
syrup)

For more information or 
to book a sauna session, call 
218-678-4666.

As the snow melts and the 
sap begins to flow, Ruttger’s 
Bay Lake Resort is welcoming 
the arrival of spring with a 
sweet and savory tradition: 
the Poke the Bear Maple Tap 
Weekend. From Friday - Sun-
day, April 4-6, you are invited 
to celebrate all things maple 
syrup with a fun-filled, fam-
ily-friendly weekend packed 
with authentic Minnesota 
traditions, outdoor activities, 
and a taste of the season’s 
best flavors.

The weekend kicks off on 
Friday evening with a ma-
ple-themed dinner, where 
guests can indulge in dishes 
infused with the distinctive, 
amber sweetness of maple 
syrup. The event continues 
on Saturday, offering a variety 
of exciting activities. One 
highlight will be a hands-on 
tree tapping demonstration, 
where attendees can learn 
the time-honored process of 
turning sap into syrup, from 
tree to table.

But the fun doesn’t stop 
there. Guests can enjoy a 

craft spirit tasting and beer 
poking, adding a flavorful 
twist to the afternoon. The 
iconic pudgie pies cooked 
over an open bonfire will 
bring the perfect touch of 
nostalgia to the festivities. 
For those seeking relaxation, 
the resort’s sauna and cold 
plunge offer an ideal way 
to unwind, with 30-minute 
sessions available for groups 
of up to six people.

On Sunday morning, the 
event reaches its grand fina-
le with the Flapjack Feast. 
This hearty breakfast features 
Ruttger’s own maple syrup, 
allowing guests to savor the 
full taste of the weekend’s 
sweet experience before 
heading home.

The weekend’s schedule 
includes exciting events like 
the Poke the Bear Social on 
Friday night, with a chance 
to win a free 2-night stay for 
Oktoberfest 2025!
Schedule of Events:

• Friday, April 4 
6:30-8:00 p.m.: Poke the 

Bear Social (Enter to win a 
free 2-night stay for Oktober-
fest 2025)

• Saturday, April 5:
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.: 

Sauna and Cold Plunge ($60 
for 30-minute sessions for up 
to 6 people)

11:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m.: 
Maple Syrup 101 (Outdoor 
demonstration)

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.: Craft 
Spirit Sampling

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.: Beer 

Celebrate spring with Poke the Bear Maple Tap Weekend
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CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-3371

-

-

Indoor Pickleball Courts
 Call for Hours Available  •  $20 for 4 for 2 hours 

We don't want to move it sale! We don't want to move it sale! 
50% 50% offoff EVERYTHING EVERYTHING

Poke the Bear Maple TapPoke the Bear Maple Tap

Friday, April 4
Poke the Bear Social 6:30 - 8 p.m.
$20/person and includes 2 drinks, $20/person and includes 2 drinks, 

bourbon shot, light appetizers, and an bourbon shot, light appetizers, and an 
entry into a drawing for a FREE 2-night entry into a drawing for a FREE 2-night 

stay for 2 during Okotberfest.stay for 2 during Okotberfest.

Saturday, April 5
Sauna & Cold Plunge 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

$60 for a 30 minute session for up to 6 
people. Call 218-678-4666 to secure you 

spot.

Maple Syrup 101 
11 a.m. session and 2 p.m session.

Learn the process from tree to bottle

Craft spirit sampling 1 - 3 p.m.

Beer Poking & Pudgie Pies 2 - 4 p.m.

Dos Guys
 LIVE at the Bear Pine Bar 6 - 8 p.m.

Sunday, April 6
Flapjack Feast  9 a.m. - Noon

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

 Except
 the Easter 

display

— No trivia on April 10, Ruby's on the Lake will be closed for a private event.–

HUNGRY? Stop In for Our Daily Specials:
Thursday: All-You-Can-Eat

                      Broasted ChickenBroasted Chicken 5 - 8 p.m. 
Friday: All-You-Can-Eat

	     Fish Fry Fish Fry 5 - 8 p.m.

Saturday: All-You-Can-Eat Flying FlapjacksFlying Flapjacks 
		       8 a.m.- 11 a.m.

Sunday: CrepesCrepes 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. 

Thursday 4-8 p.m. • Fri. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m
Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Thursday Night Trivia LeagueThursday Night Trivia League
Teams of 4 will play every Thursday night at 7 p.m. in the 

Fireplace Lounge located next to Ruby's on the Lake. 
Earn points that accumulate throughout the season. 

Prizes will be awarded to our top teams. 

Prizes!Prizes!
March 6 - 
June 12

we do hardscapes, 
such as concrete fire 
pits and stone walls.”

His inside shop is 
full of heavy equip-
ment, including a 
skid steer and back-
hoe. With his dump 
trucks, etc. he is able 
to complete road 
maintenance and 
does all of Glen 
Township’s  road 
work.

He has two peo-
ple working in the 
winter and four in 
the summer. Drew 
Seberg was onsite 

working when this interview 
was done.

“Every day is something 
different. I really like running 
this business,” noted Emery, 
who started his business in 
2009.

His wife Sarah also owns 
the business. The family 
has two boys, Carson and 
Cayden, and a daughter 
Myla. The kids attend Aitkin 
Schools.

The parents work much of 
the time as Sarah is a teacher 
at Rippleside Elementary plus 
they run the business. When 
not working, they like lake 
time, hunting and fishing.

By ANN SCHWARTZ
A domino-effect took place 

among businesses in Aitkin. 
Mille Lacs Energy, the local 
energy cooperative, moved 
to a brand new headquarters 
south of Aitkin along Hwy. 
169.

With that move, their for-
mer headquarters, 18 acres 
and 45,000 square feet of  
buildings, came on the mar-
ket. Steveo’s Dock and Lift 
bought the former Mille Lacs 
Energy headquarters along 
Hwy. 210/169 in east Aitkin. 
He carries lift, docks and 
the products are displayed 
outside. He offers full service 
waterfront work: installation 
of docks and lifts, removal, 
moving and service calls.

He also sells water toys 
such as slides and swim rafts. 
Other products are batteries 
and solar panels.

In the peak season, Ste-
veo’s, in business since 2007, 
has about 11 employees. 
About five employees work 
year around.

“It is a work in progress,” he 
said of the move to the large 
building. He sold his former 
shops and office on Hwy. 47 
and CSAH 12 to Joe Emery. “I 
retained some storage space 
and we offer seasonal stor-
age for boats, snowmobiles, 

autos, equipment, 
whatever,” said May.

May is married 
to Hannah, a stay-
at-home mom, and 
they have two sons 
who attend Aitkin 
schools – Carson 
and Breck. The boys 
also race snowmo-
biles, with the last 
race of this season 
last weekend at Spir-
it Mountain near Du-
luth.

“We enjoy spend-
ing time on the lake 
and snowmobiling,” 
said May.

Mille Lacs Energy 
said this about Steve-
O’s purchase of the 

former MLEC headquarters:
“Mille Lacs Energy Co-

operative (MLEC) is excited 
to announce the transition 
of our former headquarters 
to Stevo’s Dock & Lift, a 
valued local business! In 

2020, MLEC embarked on 
the journey to relocate our 
operations, with the primary 
goal of finding a buyer who 
would contribute positively 
to the economic landscape 
of our community.

“The move to our new 
headquarters has been trans-
formative, empowering em-
ployees with modern facili-
ties, enhancing operational 
efficiencies, and providing us 
with room for future growth. 
At the same time, this tran-
sition offers Stevo’s Dock & 
Lift a fantastic opportunity 
to expand their business in 
a well-suited environment.

“The entire process was in-
credibly smooth, and we are 
genuinely excited to see Ste-
vo’s move into our previous 
location. Their commitment 
to serving our community 
aligns perfectly with our 
goals, and we can’t wait to 
witness the developments 
that lie ahead for their busi-
ness,” shared MLEC CEO 
Sarah Cron.
Emery moves

Joe Emery moved his busi-
ness from his home shop and 
office to the former Steveo’s 
Dock and Lift on the corner 
of Hwy. 47 and.CSAH 12. 

Steveo kept the out-
door storage across 
the road.

Emery Inc. spe-
cializes in excavat-
ing and hard-scape 
landscaping, sewer 
installation, aggre-
gate (gravel and 
rock) supplies and 
stone walls.

“We do mostly 
excavation,” said 
Emery. “We don’t 
do the planting part 
of landscaping but 

Aitkin’s Business Shuffle: MLEC, Steveo’s Dock & Lift and Emery Inc. 

Stephen May sitting his desk locat-
ed in the former Mille Lacs Energy 
headquarters along Hwy. 210/169 east 
of Aitkin.  

 Joe Emery moved his business to 
Steveo’ Dock & Lift former location.

Drew Seberg works at Emery Inc.

Back Row L to R: Kim Waffensmith, Tyler Scull, Justin Smith, Kennedy Niska, Carol Wiherski, 
Megan Cummings, Veronica Lundquist, Doyle Jelsing
 Front Row L to R: Michelle Eksten, Dave Benson, Mary Savage, Pamela Andell.

The Mille Lacs Community 
Trust Board met in March to 
distribute $27,750 in grants 
to local nonprofit organiza-
tions. These grants, raised 
through the voluntary Opera-
tion Round Up program, will 
support a variety of commu-
nity initiatives.

The recipients include Ait-
kin County Rivers and Lakes 
Fair, Aitkin Grad Blast, Aitkin 
Youth Center, Aitkin Youth 
Fastpitch, and local food 
shelves in Aitkin, Cuyuna, 
Garrison, McGregor, Pali-
sade, and St. James. Other 
recipients are Foster Adopt 
Minnesota, the Legacy Cho-

rale of Greater Minnesota, 
Onamia High School, Re-
lationship Safety Alliance 
(formerly the Mid-Minnesota 
Women’s Center), The Com-
munity Effect, and The Jaques 
Art Center.

Since its inception, the 
Operation Round Up pro-
gram has awarded over $1.6 
million in grants to local 
causes. The program allows 
Mille Lacs Energy Coopera-
tive members to voluntarily 
round up their electric bills to 
the nearest dollar. The funds 
collected are then distributed 
through the Trust to support 
community-based projects.

The Trust Board meets 
quarterly—on the second 
Wednesday of March, June, 
September, and December. 
To apply for a grant, individ-
uals can contact Deb Chute 
at 218-927-8221 or 1-800-
450-2191. Applications are 
accepted year-round, with 
those submitted a week be-
fore a quarterly meeting be-
ing reviewed by the board.

Mille Lacs Energy Coopera-
tive serves over 13,000 mem-
bers in Aitkin, Crow Wing, 
and Mille Lacs counties.

For more information, con-
tact Sarah Cron, CEO, at 
scron@mlecmn.com.

Mille Lacs Energy Trust Board grants
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COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

Website  
STELLAR WEB PROS  Website, SEO & Digital Design 
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality, 
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site 
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w09/ 2025
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TYKE’S CARPET Castle
Hwy. 371 North, Brainerd • 218-829-3878 

Open: 9 - 5 Mon. - Sat. or by appointment

  9999¢¢ SQ. FT.SQ. FT.

  REMNANTS  REMNANTS    $10.95$10.95 SQ. YD.  SQ. YD. 

All First Quality Merchandise!All First Quality Merchandise!

LLuxuryuxury VINYL PLANKING VINYL PLANKING
 STARTING AT STARTING AT

BUY IT TODAY, GET TODAY!

OVER  OVER  400400 ROLLS ROLLS

ON IN-STOCK GOODS 

SALESALE    Going Going 
on now on now 

$$115555OROR$$13139595
SQ. YD. SQ. YD. SQ. FT. SQ. FT. 

OVER OVER 
500500

  TO CHOOSE TO CHOOSE 
FROM  FROM  

BUY A

REMNANT FROM 

TYKE’S AND WE

 WILL BIND IT!

  
OVER 

165,000
 SQ. FT. 

IN STOCK!

Wouldn’t You        Wouldn’t You        

Love Love NewNew Flooring! Flooring!  

As we approach the first and 
second legislative deadlines, time 
is running out to address the criti-
cal issues Minnesotans are facing 
right now. Under the leadership 
of Speaker Lisa Demuth, House 
Republicans have put forward 
commonsense bills that will pro-
vide real relief for our state. These 
bills are ready to move forward, but 
just one Democrat is standing in 
the way of delivering much needed 
solutions.

We need Democrats to step 
up and put Minnesotans first. The 
House is tied 67 Republicans to 67 
Democrats and the path forward 
is clear. If even one Democrat 
will join us in supporting these 
measures, we can start addressing 
the urgent needs of our state today.
Tax Cuts and Relief for Working 
Families

Minnesotans are struggling 
to make ends meet, and House 
Republicans are ready to provide 
relief. We’ve introduced legislation 
that will cut taxes for working 
families, eliminate the state tax on 
Social Security benefits, and repeal 
the gas tax inflator and the new 
delivery fee. These are common-
sense tax cuts that will ease the 
financial burden on hardworking 
Minnesotans. We need just one 
Democrat to help pass these cuts 
before the looming deadline. The 

people of Minnesota cannot afford 
to wait any longer.
Protecting Babies Who Survive an 
Abortion

One of the most basic duties 
of government is to protect the 
most vulnerable among us. We’ve 
introduced legislation that ensures 
babies who survive an abortion are 
given the care and protection they 
deserve. This is not a partisan issue; 
it’s about basic human dignity. This 
bill is ready to move forward, but 
we need Democrats to join us in 
protecting these innocent lives. 
Minnesotans expect their elected 
leaders to stand up for the most 
vulnerable, and this is a moment 
for the Democrats to do just that.
Common-Sense Gun Laws

Everyone deserves to feel safe in 
their communities. HF 13 would 
allow law-abiding citizens to pro-
tect themselves and their families 
without fear of legal repercussions. 
This bill ensures there is no duty 
to retreat when using reasonable 
force to resist an offense. It’s a 
commonsense approach to public 
safety. We need Democrats to stand 
with us and protect the rights of 

law-abiding Minnesotans to de-
fend themselves.
Fighting Fraud and Protecting 
Taxpayer Dollars

Minnesota has lost hundreds 
of millions of dollars to fraud, in-
cluding the $250 million lost in the 
Feeding Our Future scandal. We 
cannot afford to let this continue. 
We’ve introduced bills to establish 
a centralized Office of the Inspec-
tor General, improve grant over-
sight, and protect taxpayer dollars. 
These bills are the first step in 
restoring trust in government and 
ensuring that Minnesotans’ money 
is spent responsibly. Democrats 
need to drop this partisan game 
and do what’s right for Minnesota.
Thanks For Your Support

Thank you for your continued 
support. If you have any thoughts, 
questions, concerns regarding 
these bills, or input on future leg-
islation, please feel free to reach 
out. I can be reached by phone at 
651-296-6206 or via email at rep.
josh.heintzeman@house.mn.gov.

Have a great weekend,
 Rep. Josh Heintzeman,
  District 6State Representative

Heintzeman legislative update
READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS

Get on the list for Summer Mowing and Yard Maintenance

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing/Trimming • Debris Removal 

Tree Trimming • RipRap and Shoreline Repair 
Paver & Retaining Wall Repair & Installation

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

We Do Rock Work, We Do Rock Work, 
& Fire Pits& Fire Pits  

Get 
on the 
List for 
Spring 

Clean Up

Call for 
a FREE 
Quote!

Serving the 

Lakes Area
  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 Gas Furnace
Inspection 

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

April
7th - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St. 

Joseph’s Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby.  For more information, contact: Tammy 
Ringhand at 218-838-0658, Jill Larsen at 218-851-1488 or Ann Silgen at 218-330-9610. 

11th - St. Francis School fish fry fundraiser, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m., at  411 North Tenth Street, Brainerd.  Meal 
includes all-you-can-eat fried and baked fish, potatoes, vegetable, bread, beverage and dessert for $15 
per person ages 11 and older. Children 11 and under are $8. A punch card is available for $80 at check 
in. Carry-out is available. 

11th - Learn about the history and re-inhabitation of the Republic for the United States of America  at 6 p.m. 
Aitkin Public Library at 110 - 1st Ave NE, Aitkin.

12th - Serpent Lake Association April Social, 4 -6 p.m., at the Woodtick Inn in downtown Cuyuna.
12th - Great River Strings Spring Concert, 7 p.m., at Cascade United Methodist Church in Deerwood.
12th - Cuyuna Range Whitetails Banquet held at the Hallett Center of Crosby. Social hour starts at 5 p.m.; 

dinner and raffles begin at 6 p.m.  14th - Community Table Meal, every Monday doors open at 5 p.m. and 
meal served from 5:30 to 6p.m. in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church Social Hall, 617 Poplar Street, Crosby.  
For more information, contact: Tammy Ringhand at 218-838-0658, Jill Larsen at 218-851-1488 or Ann 
Silgen at 218-330-9610. 

14th - Join Unlimited Learning at 1:30 p.m. to hear Steve Wenzel speak about the Vietnam War. The program 
will be at Heartwood Senior Living in Crosby. It’s free for members and $10.00 for non-members.

16th - Cascade United Methodist Church free supper, 5:30 p.m. brings families and neighbors together to 
enjoy a home-cooked meal. The supper is held the third Wednesday of each month. Call 218- 534-3507 
for a reservation . Cascade is located between Deerwood and Crosby at 22781 Black Lake Road, Deer-
wood on Highway 6 and 210. 

16th, 17th & 18th  - Friends of the Brainerd Public Library Spring Book Sale 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. at Westgate Mall 
Brainerd

25th - Free movie night at Mayberry Auditorium. “Mufasa”  at 6:30 p.m. Light concessions are available.
May
8th - Crow Wing County Commissioner Jamie Lee will be hosting a town hall meeting at 6:00 p.m.  The meet-

ing will be held at the Crosby-Ironton High School in the forum room.  The main topics will include your 
property tax valuations, property taxes and what you might qualify for to reduce your tax rate. 

10th - 11th - Cuyuna Agate Mineral Show at the Crow Wing County Fairgrounds in Brainerd. Hours are 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday, May 10, and 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  on Sunday, May 11. Admission is $2; mothers are 
free on Sunday (Mother’s Day). For more information go to www.cuyunarockclub.org 

21st - Cascade United Methodist Church free supper, 5:30 p.m. brings families and neighbors together to 
enjoy a home-cooked meal. The supper is held the third Wednesday of each month. Call 218- 534-3507 
for a reservation . Cascade is located between Deerwood and Crosby at 22781 Black Lake Road, Deer-
wood on Highway 6 and 210. 

June
5th - Music in the Park, 5- 8 p.m., at Crosby Memorial Park on Serpent Lake. Call Cuyuna Lakes Chamber 

at 218 546-8131 for more info. 
7th - Take a Kid Fishing event hosted by Community Effect on Serpent Lake in Crosby. For more information 

contact Tyler Scull at 612-212-5772.
8th - Cuyuna Off-Road Triathlon. Paddle, shred and tread the red in the Cuyuna Country State Recreation 

Area. Visit www.cuyunaoffroadtri.com to register. 
14th -  Woodtick Races in downtown Cuyuna at the Woodtick Inn. Races start at noon.  Call Bill Bedard at 

218-546-5883 for more info.
19th - Music in the Park, 5- 8 p.m.,  at Crosby Memorial Park on Serpent Lake. Call Cuyuna Lakes Chamber 

at 218 546-8131 for more info. 
20th - 22nd  Midwest Mountain Bike Fest Expo,  Croft Historical Park, Crosby.  Scavenger Hunt Challenge 

and Vintage Mountain Bike Meetup and Group Ride 
21st - Serpent Lake Association Annual Meeting at Salem Lutheran Church in Deerwood, coffee and Mac-

Daddy Donuts starting at 8 a.m. and meeting will begin at 9 a.m. 
Send your community events  to hopper@crosbyironton.net

 Got an interesting photo and story to share? Just send 
it to hopper@crosbyironton.net, along with your name, 
city and a description of the photo. We also accept 
news and community events. And who knows, you may 
see your submission next week in the                            !

Send Us Your Photos and Community Events!Send Us Your Photos and Community Events!  

Crow Wing County Com-
missioner Jamie Lee will be 
hosting a town hall meeting 
on Thursday, May 8, 2025, at 
6:00 p.m. The meeting will 
take place at the Crosby-Iron-
ton High School Forum Room, 
offering an opportunity for 
local residents to learn more 
about property tax issues and 
engage directly with the com-
missioner.

The primary topics for dis-

cussion will include property 
tax valuations, the impact of 
property taxes on residents, 
and options available for re-
ducing your tax rate. Com-
missioner Lee will provide 
valuable information on how 
property valuations are deter-
mined, what residents can do 
if they believe their valuation 
is too high, and what pro-
grams or exemptions may be 
available to help reduce their 

tax burden.
Residents are encouraged to 

attend, especially those who 
may be looking for ways to 
qualify for potential tax reduc-
tions or who are unsure about 
the details of their property 
valuations.

The event is free and open to 
the public, and Commissioner 
Lee encourages all residents 
of Crow Wing County to take 
part in this informative session. 

CWC Commissioner Jamie Lee to 
host town hall on property taxes
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* —  New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am; 

Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street SW;  
newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10 

& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William 

Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org
Baxter - Eagle Brook Church , Worship 9 & 11,  www.eagle-

brookchurch.com/locations/brainerd-lakes/
Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 

218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory 
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ 
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
Aitkin –  First* (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton; worship 

Sun. 99am (9am service also available via livestream on 
YouTube – First Lutheran Church, Aitkin and broadcast on 
KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 10am), take out community meal 
every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd 
& 4th Thurs. each month 9am- 4pm.

 Aitkin (Cedarbrook) —  St. John’s (ELCA) Pastor Sarah 
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John’s Church Road, 
Aitkin.  Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am.  stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 

Sunday each month.
Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 

4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 

Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN 

56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm 

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer 

Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S 

Brainerd – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

3rd Sun., 10:30.
Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 

Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church 
(AFLC), Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.
goodshepherdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach 
Road, Brainerd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  Sun. 9:30 

worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel 

Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.
Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.

com  Kristin Oltmann, Pastor / Becky Swanson, Pastor 
218-692-3682 • 35960 CR 66, Through Mid-May: Sunday 
at 9:30am & Wednesday at 6:15pm. Weekly Free Com-
munity Meal - Wednesdays at 5:15pm - All are welcome!

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship 
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. 
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 9,  (alternates with 
Zion of Crosby) 218-534-3069

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30; 
handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15  
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.
McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 

(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 
Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 
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RENEE GILMER
Renee Ann Gilmer, 82, of 

Aitkin died on March 29, 2025 
at Golden Horizons in Aitkin.  

A Memorial service will be 
held at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, 
April 5, 2025 at the Salem 
Lutheran Church in Deerwood.  
Visitation will be one hour prior 
to the service at church on 

Saturday.  Burial will be at the Scandia Cemetery 
in Deerwood. 

She was born on March 15, 1943 in Crosby to 
Douglas and Ethel (Harms) Abear. 

Renee was a member of the Salem Lutheran in 
Deerwood.

Renee is survived by her son, Michael (Jamie) 
Bodle of Deerwood; her daughters, Sheryl (Dan) 
Lindberg of Aitkin and Tamie (Kurt) Mueller of 
Lakeville; one brother, Terry Abear of Deerwood; 
one sister, Sue (Rick) Johnson of Deerwood; eleven 
grandchildren and nine great grandchildren.

Preceding Renee in death are her parents; her 
husband Claude Gilmer; and one brother, Dale 
Abear.

  Arrangements are with the Koop Funeral Home 
in Crosby.

SHANNON COOK
Shannon Marie Cook, 51, died 

Wednesday, February 5, 2025 at 
her home in Hill City.  

 A memorial service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
April 12, 2025 at the Assembly 
of God Church in Hill City with 
Pastor Lisa Jordan officiating.  
Visitation will begin at 10:30 a.m.

She was born March 19, 1973 in Austin, the 
daughter of Kenneth and Shirley (Pritzkau) Cook.  
She grew up in Austin and graduated High School 

in Waterville. She attended Mankato State University 
and earned a B.A. Degree. She moved to Sioux Falls, 
S.D. where she worked at a bank for many years. She 
later moved to Hill City and worked in Grand Rapids. 

Shannon is survived by her half-sister, Erin (Cook) 
Mecklinberg; half-brother, John White;many aunts, 
cousins, other family and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, grand-
parents, uncle and aunts. 

Arrangements were with the Sorensen-Root-Thomp-
son Funeral Home and Cremation Service of Aitkin. 
Leave online condolences at www.srtfuneral.com.

DR. DAVID SUFKA
Dr. David H. Sufka, 82, died  

on Monday, March 24, 2025 at 
Pequot Lakes Caring Hearts 
Senior Community.

Mass of Chrisitan Burial was 
held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, 
April 4, 2025, at Our Lady of 
the Lakes “St. Christopher’s” 
Catholic Church in Nisswa. 

Burial will be at Minnesota State 
Veterans Cemetery on Thursday, 
April 10 with full military honors.

David was born on December 
1, 1942, in Sartell, to Henry L. and Alma R. (Weisz) 
Sufka. He grew up in Sartell and graduated from St 
Cloud Cathedral High School in 1960. He graduated 
from St. Cloud State University in 1964 with degrees 
in Chemistry and Medical Technology while working 
full time at St Regis Paper Mill in Sartell, and then 
from the Illinois College of Optometry in 1968. 
He joined the US Army Medical Corp and served 
as Captain for 2 years at DeWitt Army Hospital 
in Fort Belvoir, VA. After his tour of duty in 1970, 
he returned to St Cloud and started his private 

practice in Optometry until his retirement in 2005. 
David married JoAnn M. Host in August of 1966. 
They had two children, Dr. Michael David (who 
also went to the Illinois College of Optometry and  
Dr. Susan Sufka Kaplan. He grew up hunting and 
fishing with his father and was a “Huckleberry Finn” 
of the North on the Mississippi River. He also had 
a love for aviation and flew with the Civil Air Patrol 
until his retirement. He started golfing in retirement 
in both St George, Utah, and Nisswa, Minnesota, 
which became his exercise and fellowship through 
his retirement years.   He loved to travel with his 
wife, JoAnn, and after his children were in college, 
traveled to all seven continents and about 85 dif-
ferent countries.

David is survived by his wife of 58 years, JoAnn;  
children: Michael (Jennifer Rice) of Crosslake, and 
Susan, of Philadelphia, PA; granddaughters: Adah 
and Dahlia Kaplan; sisters: Rosemary Knapek and 
Marjorie (David) Garmen; and many nieces and 
nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, 
James; sister-in-law, Katharine Sufka; brother-in-
law, Marcel Knapek; and godson, Paul Host.

TIMOTHY FOX
Timothy Frederick Fox, 63, of 

Deerwood, died at the St. Cloud 
Hospital on Tuesday, March 11, 
2025 as result from a fall.

A Memorial Gathering will be 
held on Saturday, April 12, 2025 
at the Koop Funeral Home in 
Crosby from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. with prayer service  at 

1:00 p.m.  Burial will be at the Lakewood Cemetery 
in Crosby.

He was born on November 3, 1961 to Frederick and 

Mary (Wright) Fox. Tim was the owner and operator 
of Fox Chimney Sweep with over 30 years of service.

Tim is survived by his wife, Christine;  daughter, 
Zoe Hamm of Memphis, TN; stepdaughters, Sa-
mantha Mudderman and Tabatha Kirkland; brother, 
Rick (Theresa) Fox of Pequot Lakes and sister, Terri 
Kaster of Plymouth.

Preceding Tim in death are his parents and brother, 
Mike Fox.

Arrangements were with the Koop Funeral Home 
of Crosby.  To leave a message of condolence go 
to www.koopfuneralhome.com. CHARLES WIEDERHOLT

Charles Gregory Wiederholt, 
76, of Aitkin died Tuesday, April 
1, 2025 in Aitkin.

Honoring Charles’ wishes, no 
funeral will be held.  

He was born May 12, 1948 
in Aitkin the youngest child of 
Benedict and Lil (Chale) Wie-
derholt.  After graduating from 

Aitkin High School in 1966 Charles 
served in the US Air Force from 
1967 to 1971, traveling to Spain 
and Brazil.  Charles was united in 

marriage to Linda Florance on November 14, 1970 
in Topeka, KS.  He worked for the Aitkin County 

Highway Dept. for 39 years.  
Charles is survived by his wife Linda; daughters: 

Kam Knutson of Oklahoma and Kasandra Clark 
(Jeff) of North Carolina; four grandchildren: Ashlee, 
Drake, Austin and Alayna; great-granddaughter 
Avery; sister, Janice Fairchild; brothers: Jerome 
Wiederholt and Kermit Wiederholt; and other  rel-
atives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents and 
sisters: Jeanine McArthur, Karen Fisher and Jac-
queline Sundholm.

Arrangements are with Sorensen-Root-Thompson 
Funeral Home & Cremation Services in Aitkin.  To 
leave a message of condolence please go to www.
srtfuneral.com
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G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs 
help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange a 
swift, nocost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax 
credit for 2025. Call Heritage 
for the Blind Today at 1-855 
977-7030 today!  (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

Inflation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and 
find out how to pay off your 
debt for significantly less than 
what you owe! FREE quote: 
Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

 

For Sale 36 inch rug loom, 12 
shuttles, cut rag strips $500 
Call 218-546-6519.  wk14&15

 
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258. (mcn)
Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)
Don’t let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants 
to regain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to con-
nect to the right provider. 
(mcn)

NewsHopper POLO font sizes OUTLINED 6 pt - 35.5 pt:
6 pt
7 pt
8 pt
9 pt

9.5 pt
10 pt 

10.5 pt
11 pt
11.5

12 pt
12.5 pt

13 pt
13.5 pt

14 pt
14.5 pt

15 pt
15.5 pt

16 pt
16.5 pt

17 pt
17.5 pt

18 pt
18.5 pt

19 pt
19.5 pt

20 pt
20.5 pt

21 pt
21.5 pt

22 pt

22.5 pt

23 pt

23.5 pt

24 pt

24.5 pt

25 pt

25.5 pt
 

26 pt
26.5 pt

27 pt
27.5 pt

28 pt
28.5 pt

29 pt
29.5 pt

30 pt
30.5 pt

31 pt
31.5 pt

32 pt
32.5 pt

33 pt
33.5 pt

34 pt
34.5 pt

35 pt
35.5 pt

 Classified Order Form
Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)
Add $2.00 for one of our sixteen eye catching graphics: 4 8 - = > a b , . / $ % ^ O P J 

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.
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PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the 
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Deadlines are 
Mondays at Noon

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a FREE QUOTE 
from America’s Most Trusted 
Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 1-855-315-1216. 
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES 
in as little as ONE DAY! 
Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available. Call: 
1-855-315-1330. (mcn) 

NEW AND USED SAFES NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE FOR SALE  •  • 
S a f e  r e p a i r S a f e  r e p a i r 
a n d  l o c k e d a n d  l o c k e d 
safes opened  safes opened  
•  Heavy and •  Heavy and 
light duty gun light duty gun 
safes and vault safes and vault 
doors on hand doors on hand 
• High secu-• High secu-
r i ty safes for r i ty safes for 
gold and silver   gold and silver   
320-360-5431 320-360-5431 
  w52

GOT JUNK? CALL THE 
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS 
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT 
US AT elitejunkprosmn.com 
FREE ESTIMATES  w39

Kimberly Township is looking 
for contractors to perform 
roadside mowing, brushing 
and miscellaneous work on 
their roads.  Please have 
pricing to Kimberly Township 
30854 Dam Lake Street, 
Aitkin, MN 56431 by 5:00 
p.m. April 10, 2025.  
Kimberly Township is looking 
for lawn maintenance to be 
performed at the Kimberly 
Township Garage and Ceme-
tery by either an individual 18 
or older with valid MN Drivers 
License or a landscaping 
contractor.  Individuals have 
work history; contractors 
have costs to Kimberly Town-
ship 30854 Dam Lake Street, 
Aitkin, MN 56431 by 5:00 
p.m. April 10, 2025. 

THIS PUBLICATION DOES NOT KNOWINGLY ACCEPT advertising which is decep-
tive, fraudulent, or which might otherwise violate the law.

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

The 2x2 Network is a program of the Minnesota Newspaper Association.

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/2/2025 North

BOGO 40% OFF Minimum purchase of 4

+ $200 Off Your Entire Purchase
Minimum purchase of 4

ENDS 4/30

855-213-4393We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (844) 978−0683

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.
• Fair Cash Off er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

 Go to www.NewsHopper.net Go to www.NewsHopper.net 
for more information. for more information. 

STATEWIDE 
ADVERTISING 

IS EASY!

EMILY COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE 
COMPANY MEMBERS 

SEEKING BOARD CANDIDATES 
Emily Cooperative Telephone Company d/b/a Tremolo 

Communications is seeking prospective candidates to run for 
a position on the Board of Directors representing the Fifty 
Lakes District and Fairfield District. The candidate for the Fifty 
Lakes District must reside in the City of Fifty Lakes and be a 
member of the cooperative. The candidate for Fairfield Dis-
trict must reside in Fairfield Township and be a member of the 
cooperative. A member is anyone that has an active phone or 
internet account with the cooperative.

A director of the Cooperative shall among other things:
 • Assume a fiduciary duty to the Cooperative.
 • Possess the minimum knowledge and skills necessary 

to direct the affairs of a cooperative.
 • Be willing to devote such time and effort to the duties of 

a director as may be necessary.
Members of the Board of Directors are responsible for 

representing the Cooperative membership and for develop-
ing strategies, policies, and objectives for the Cooperative.

Those interested in becoming a candidate for Fifty Lakes 
District or Fairfield District should contact Tremolo Commu-
nications CEO/General Manager, Josh Netland at jnetland@
emilytel.com or at 218-763-3000.

                                     Week of March 30, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
MISCELLANEOUSWANTED TO BUY

Classi  ed Advertising 
That is EASY

Your newspaper 
representative can 
provide complete 

details or you can call 
MNA: 612/332-8844

The Minnesota Classi  ed 
Advertising Network

Make an impact with your 
advertising dollar with 

classi  ed advertising that 
reaches over 1MILLION 

READERS

Statewide 
Advertising

ONLY 
$279

Call Today!
612/332-8844

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package and $1,600 
off  for a limited time! Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
per). At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to 
each newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. 
Please do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 612/332-8844.  Thank you.

MDAN

2x4
2x8

2x2

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 3/30/2025 North

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (844) 978−0683

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.
• Fair Cash Off er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

BOGO
40% OFF

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase

ENDS 4/30

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

855-502-6514

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum 
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction 
Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. 
If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, 
pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies 
notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on 
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.844.907.2386
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 4/30/2025 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

CROW WING COUNTY LANDFILL

For more information,
please call 218-824-1010.

The landfill is open only to residents of Crow 
Wing County for recycling and disposal needs. 

•

Household Garbage• 
Mattresses• 
Fluorescent Bulbs • 
Household Hazardous Waste• 
Free recycling of lead-acid car/marine 
batteries - Batteries must be 
SEPARATED from other waste and 
CANNOT bedisposed of in the landfill!

• Free compost of lawn and garden 
material (please separate brush 
and branches)

• Free oil, oil filter, and antifreeze recycling 

locations withing the County. Visit our 
webpage for drop o� locations:

at the landfill and several drop-o�  

www.crowwing.gov/recycling
• Demolition materials may be 

disposed in the demolition landfill 
for a fee

• Large appliances, electronics, tires 
with or without rims, and scrap 
metals can be disposed at the site 
for a nominal fee for recycling.

The Following Items are Accepted

Open Monday - Friday
8am - 4:30pm

We Help You Reach Your Goals!

Curious to see the potential of your new website?
Contact us today to request your 

FREE no-obligation design demo!
StellarWebPros.com Local in the Lakes Area

Professional & affordable 
website design services 

tailored to you! 

Get your Get your       

WebsiteWebsite
 TODAY! TODAY!

or update



Mark your calendars for 
Deerwood Days 2025, a 
two-day outdoor festival 
that promises fun for all 
ages. On Friday, August 
8 and Saturday, August 
9, the charming town of 
Deerwood will come alive 
with a variety of activities 
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-839-3371 Call 218-839-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices!

Keep Cozy Keep Cozy 
with Spray with Spray 

FoamFoam
 Insulation! Insulation!

Brainerd and Baxter Cub Foods

CONFIDENTIAL

Easter Egg Hunt In-store Signage

Ironman Signages (1) per store
Location: Front Entrance
Display: WK34 - Apr 12

Menuboard & Grocery TV
Display: WK34 - Apr 12

Easter 
Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 12 | 10 AM - 1 PM
(while supplies last)

Meet the Easter Bunny, decorate cookies, 
enjoy tasty food samples, and more!

All activities are FREE!

#HoppingToCub         #CubFoods

at 763-498-2997 or via email 
at mikeaulie@gmail.com. 
Registration details can also 
be found on the St. Joseph 
Catholic Elementary Crosby 

MN alumni Facebook page.
This reunion promises to 

be a memorable event for 
all those whose lives were 
touched by St. Joseph Pa-

rochial School, and orga-
nizers are eager to see for-
mer students reconnect and 
celebrate the legacy of this 
beloved institution.

A special reunion is being 
planned for anyone who at-
tended St. Joseph Parochial 
School in Crosby, set for Sat-
urday, May 17. The event will 
celebrate the 50th anniversa-
ry of the school’s closure in 
1975, marking the end of an 
era that saw the school play 
a significant role in the lives 
of many in the community.

The reunion will feature 
a variety of activities that 
will take alumni and guests 
on a nostalgic journey back 
to their school days. High-
lights include a continen-
tal breakfast, guided tours 
of the school, displays of 
memorabilia, and the highly 
anticipated opening of a time 
capsule that was placed in the 
school’s cornerstone when 
it was built. The afternoon 
will conclude with a Mass, 
followed by a dinner and 
program, providing ample 
opportunities for alumni to 
reconnect and reminisce.

St. Joseph Parochial School 
opened in the fall of 1959, 
initially enrolling 205 stu-
dents in grades one through 
six. The school was con-
structed under the guidance 
of Fr. Joseph Cashen after a 
one-day fundraising drive, 
led by Carney Middleton, 
successfully raised the nec-
essary $100,000. The school’s 
legacy continued to serve the 
parish long after its closure, 
with the building still hous-
ing parish offices, an adora-
tion chapel, and educational 
classrooms.

Over the years, St. Joseph’s 
was staffed by Benedictine 
nuns who lived in a convent 
on Serpent Lake, alongside 
some lay teachers. Students 
attended daily Mass and 
enjoyed hot lunches in the 
church basement, prepared 
by the women of the parish. 
To honor this part of the 
school’s history, the reunion 
dinner will feature a rec-

ipe from those iconic hot 
lunches.

Reunion organizers are 
excited to report that near-
ly 75 alumni have already 
registered for the event. In-
vitations and registration 
information have been sent 
to alumni whose contact 
details are on file, though 
organizers are reaching out 
to help fill in the gaps. They 
are seeking assistance from 
alumni in spreading the word 
to their siblings and friends, 
particularly those whose 
contact information is not 
readily available. Addition-
ally, the reunion committee 
is still gathering photos and 
memorabilia from the time 
when the school was open, 
to help enrich the displays at 
the event.

Anyone who attended St. 
Joseph Parochial School and 
has not received an invitation 
is encouraged to reach out to 
reunion co-chair Mike Aulie 

St. Joseph Parochial School alumni gather for 50th Anniversary Reunion

each day.
This family-friendly event 

will feature something for ev-
eryone, including craft booths 
showcasing local artisans, 
children’s activities to keep 
the little ones entertained, 
and live music to set the 
mood throughout the week-
end. Of course, no festival is 
complete without delicious 
food and beverages, and 
Deerwood Days will have 
plenty to satisfy every craving.

“We had a wonderful turn-
out last summer, and are once 
again excited to hold this 
event,” said Kathy Hagens, 
a volunteer and member of 
the planning committee. “We 

anticipate it will be even 
larger this year. ”

If you’re interested in be-
coming a vendor at Deer-
wood Days, there’s still 
time to sign up. Organizers 
are welcoming anyone 
who would like to show-
case their crafts, goods, or 
services during the festi-
val. For more information, 
please email Deerwood-
Days@gmail.com.

To stay up-to-date on 
event details and an-
nouncements, be sure to 
follow the Deerwood Days 
Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/Deer-
woodDays.

Vendors sought for Deerwood Days 
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