
A PUBLICATION OF  
EXCHANGE MEDIA GROUP

ISSUE 4 2025

B U I L D I N G  ST R O N G E R  C O M M U N I T I E S  T H R O U G H  P O S I T I V E  STO R I E S  TULLAHOMA

Full Circle 
Service

LEGACIES

A former officer-turned-educator 
empowers students with integrity, 
leadership, and real-world wisdom. 
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StanMcNabbChevy.com 
and StanMcNabbCDJR.com!

Chevrolet Buick GMC 
Sales: (931) 455-3451
Service: (877) 427-5222

Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram
Sales: (931) 408-9662 
Service: (931) 408-9671

All prices plus tax, title & license includes $599 doc fee. Prices subject to change & vehicle availability.

*The lease offer is based on 20% down, 
an annual mileage of 10,000, and 

48-month lease period.

NEW Chevys NEW Jeeps Pre-Owned

LOWEST PAYMENTS, BEST SELECTION

LEASE FOR $423 
PER MONTH!*

New 2025 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo

MSRP: $39,425
Stan’s Discount: - $3,010

Rebates: - $3,250
Stan’s Price: $33,165

Total Savings: $6,260

Stk# C2534
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Upgrade Your Space with Exclusive OffersUpgrade Your Space with Exclusive Offers
0% Financing on Approved Credit

(931) 841-3902 • 105 N. Jackson St., Tullahoma
Mon. - Sat. 10:00am - 6:00pm • Sun. 1:00pm - 5:00pm

www.fmotn.com

FMO proudly offers simple to obtain, simple to use financing. 
Our programs often allow you to make payments while deferring 
interest, and always maximize your benefits when shopping with us.

• 0% Financing Available (pending credit approval)
• Convenient Monthly Payments
• Revolving Line of Credit
• Special Promotional Offers Available

Elk River Public Utility District
217 S. Jackson St., Tullahoma • 931-455-9311

1524 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester • 931-728-3332
635 Dinah Shore Blvd., Winchester • 931-967-3642

“Your Hometown Natural Gas Provider Since 1955”

Contact ERPUD today to see if 
natural gas is available in your area.

WWW.ERPUD.COM

Real Savings, 
Real Warmth: 
Go Natural Gas
Control your heating costs. Convert to natural gas and 
realize immediate savings. Gas logs and heaters 
provide dependable, powerful warmth, independent of 
the electric grid. Contact us for a cost-effective solution.
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Only positive and 
local stories at your 
door every month.
Get a local magazine that covers 
only positive stories about every-
day people in our community.

 

 

Subscribe to 
Good News 
Magazine online

goodnewsmags.com/subscribe/
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HONEST - DEPENDABLE -TRUSTWORTHY
TRUE-BLUE CLEANING

20 years experience with Residential, 
Commercial and more

Excellent References Available
Call (931) 434-2719 For Estimates

David Dunlap
313 S. Jackson St.

Tullahoma, TN 37388
931-455-5812

DDunlap@ShelterInsurance.com

TDD#s 1-800-848-0299 (V) • 1-800-848-0298 (T/A) hearing impaired only!

1310 Cedar Lane • Tullahoma

931-455-6762

WELCOME 
HOME
BrandywineBrandywine  
Apartments

NOW 
LEASING!

Section 8 Welcome!

Spacious, Affordable 1 & 2 BR Apartments

mailto:DDunlap@ShelterInsurance.com
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(931) 455-8557
1715 N. Jackson St. 
Tullahoma, TN 37388

Skilled Nursing & 
Short-Term Therapy

LifeCareCenterOfTullahoma.com

WITH US, YOU’LL 
RECEIVE THE 

COMPASSIONATE, 
PERSONALIZED 

CARE YOU 
DESERVE.

SERVING THE AREA
FOR OVER 125 YEARS

WITH SERVICE, QUALITY & FIT
DOWNTOWN TULLAHOMA

OLDEST SHOE STORE IN TENNESSEE!OLDEST SHOE STORE IN TENNESSEE!

Hours: Tues. - Fri. 9:30 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:30 - 2:00 • Sun. & Mon. Closed

Shoes That Truly Fit – We Measure Your Feet!!Shoes That Truly Fit – We Measure Your Feet!!
Find Your Perfect Easter ShoesFind Your Perfect Easter Shoes

www.claytonsshoes.comwww.claytonsshoes.com

• Gift Certificates Available 
• Free Gift Wrapping 
• Feet and Arch Measuring 
• Discounts Available

(931) 455-8757
513 W. Lincoln St., Tullahoma, TN 37388 (931) 455-8757
Winchester (931) 967-8822

Breathe Easy 
This Spring: 
Expert HVAC Maintenance 
at Your Service!

Let our professionals prepare your heating and 
cooling system for a fresh season of comfort.

ApprovedApproved

DealerDealer

Spring Maintenance Check 
Which Includes Cleaning Coils.

Valid 4/1/25 thru 5/31/25

SPRING 
SPECIAL

$$80800000

http://www.claytonsshoes.com


A STUDENT IN our community today 
will walk the halls of Congress with 

a pinned American flag on their chest. A 
student in our community today will pray 
their knees still hold when their nerves get 
the best of them as they walk the steps to 
the stage to accept a Grammy. A student 
in our community today will one day have 
sweaty palms as they fly across the world 
to defend our country. Every kindergarten 
classroom in our community is full of future 
firefighters, future parents, future doctors, 
and future happy humans who didn’t want a 
job to define them. A future president may 
be walking our halls today. 

The kids who laugh on the playground to-
day will one day face hard choices where both 
paths hurt. They may have a moment where 
they question themselves, but they’ll make 
the right choice in the end. They’ll remember 
their role model. They’ll think, “What would 
Mr. Jean do?” and remember who they are. 
They’ll race across the field during the Su-

per Bowl, remembering their history teacher 
— their coach — as they score the winning 
touchdown. They’ll raise kids of their own, 
repeating the mantras they heard in the 10th 
grade. Childhood memories will play in their 
minds when they take the table’s order, and 
their favorite teacher sits with a smile.

Our educators create legacies that car-
ry on for the rest of time. Not because they 
make good money that way — just because 
that’s who they are. They wake up early, work 
long days with less pay than they deserve, 
and come home to take care of their other 
responsibilities. They bring extra school sup-
plies for the kids who had to do without. 
They teach our children how to do math and 
how to read, yes … but they also teach our 
kids how to look inward. They teach our kids 
how to fight for a better world. But most im-
portantly, they teach our kids how to love.

Teachers, we thank you for the legacies 
you create and the legacies that you are. This 
issue of Good News is for you. GN

Classroom 
Legacies
A legacy never dies.

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

 
Wesley Bryant,
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
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W E LC O M E  TO  G O O D  N E W S

What do you think 
about the magazine?

Scan with your
smartphone’s camera.

Do you enjoy Good News? Let us 
know what you think! Follow us 
and leave a review on Facebook. 
Search Good News Tullahoma 
or send a letter to the editor:  
goodnews@goodnewsmags.com

From our 
publishing 

partner

“I am proud to be 
part of a publication 
that shares uplift-
ing stories about 
local heroes from 
our community to 
inspire us all. If you 
would like to help in 
our mission to drive 
enthusiasm, connec-
tions and local pride 
in our community, 
reach out to me today 
with questions about 
becoming an adver-
tiser and help spread 
the Good News!”

Tony Glenn
Publishing Partner
(931) 450-0283
tony@goodnewsmags.com

mailto:goodnews@goodnewsmags.com
mailto:tony@goodnewsmags.com


ISSUE 4 2025 / /  1 1GOOD NEWS TULLAHOMA

Art work or other copy submitted for publication is considered to be the property of the 
advertiser. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all liability for copyright 

violation is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. Exchange Media Group will make every 
effort to see that advertising copy is correctly printed, but shall not be liable for failure to 

publish an ad or for typographical errors. The advertiser assumes full liability for his/her ad-
vertisements and agrees to hold Exchange Media Group unaccountable for the content of 
all advertisements authorized for publication and any claims that may be made against the 
Exchange Media Group. Exchange Media Group will gladly reprint, without charge, that part 
of an advertisement in which an error occurs, provided a claim is made within three (3) days 
of the first publication of the ad. Exchange Media Group will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertisement that is defamatory, promotes academic dishonesty, violates any federal, state 
or local laws or encourages discrimination against any individual or group on the basis of 
race, sex, sexual orientation, color, creed, religion, national origin or disability. Exchange 

Media Group reserves the right to reject ads considered distasteful or defamatory. All real 
estate advertised herein is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise any preference, limitation, or discrimination because of race, color, religion, 

sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination. Exchange Media Group will not knowingly accept any advertis-
ing for real estate which is in violation of the law.  All persons are hereby informed that all 

dwellings advertised are available on an equal opportunity basis.

© 2025 Exchange Media Group, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

P.O. Box 490, Fayetteville, TN 37334 | (800) 247-7318 | exchange-inc.com

PUBLISHING PARTNER Tony Glenn
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Wesley Bryant

REGIONAL PUBLISHER Jack Owens
LEAD LAYOUT ARTIST Brianna Brubaker
SENIOR LAYOUT ARTIST Melissa Davis

LAYOUT ARTIST Ben Adams
LEAD PRINT AD DESIGNER Todd Pitts

LEAD PHOTOGRAPHER Ashleigh Newnes 
PHOTOGRAPHER Brooke Snyder 

FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHERS Adin Parks, Robin Fast, Steve Zak, 
Chris Morris, Larry McCormack 

LEAD WRITER Tina Neeley
FREELANCE WRITERS Jeriah Brumfield, Amanda West, 

Sara Hook, Kali Bradford, Gabriel Huff, Richard Klin, 
Dave Lenehan, Rachael Smith

FOOD CRITIC Tabitha Buckner
STORY COORDINATOR Haley Potter 

PROOFREADER Michelle Harwell
JR. PROOFREADER Kaitlin Rettig 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT Faith Cashion, Kevin Hines, 
Janet Mullins, Sissy Smith, Sandra Thomas

PRESIDENT / CEO Will Thomas
DIRECTOR OF MAGAZINES Katie McNabb

VP OF MARKETING Gabby Denny
HUMAN RESOURCES AND FINANCE Tracey Pollock  

SR. OPERATIONS COORDINATOR Barb Hargrove   
CLIENT SERVICES COORDINATOR Shelli Fuller

DIGITAL DESIGN DIRECTOR Clinton George

Subscribe to Good News on www.GoodNewsMags.com
or call (800) 247-7318

GOOD NEWS IS PUBLISHED BY Exchange Media Group, Inc.
FOUNDER Bill Thomas (1940-2010)

 

Your family and 
friends can be 
in this magazine.
Get your family and friends in our local 
magazine that covers only positive stories.

 

Submit your 
family and 
friends online

 

goodnewsmags.com/submit-a-story/

http://www.GoodNewsMags.com


T HE FIRST thing you notice when 
stepping into Tullahoma middle 

and high schools is the creativity — a nice 
blend of colors, movement, and melody 
coming from every corner. The gymnasium 
boasts student artwork, from bold, abstract 
brushstrokes to careful sketches of still lifes. 
Each one is a window into the minds of 
young artists. There’s a joy and an overlapping 
compilation of creativity that seems to say, 
“We’re learning. We’re trying. We’re making 
something beautiful.”

A group of theater students rehearse for 
the spring musical in the gymnasium. Their 
voices resound as they belt out harmonies. Ac-
cidental ad-libs and bursts of laughter punctu-
ate the earnest strains of their performance.

Fine arts programs can transform 
students and entire communities. 

By Jeriah Brumfield
Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Atticus Hensley

BUILDING AN 
ARTISTIC
LEGACY



Then, there’s the band room. Inside, 
the drum major stands at the conductor’s 
podium. With a flick of their wrist, the 
music resumes — tentative at first, then 
swelling into something full and rich.

This is the world Atticus Hensley 
has helped build: where community 
members share in the beauty of the arts 
that keeps this small town thriving. For 
nearly 30 years, Hensley has been an 
educator, mentor, motivator, and guide 
for many students in the community’s 
beloved band program. Growing up in 
East Tennessee, Hensley tried Scouts and 
sports, but nothing felt right. It wasn’t 
until he saw his father playing guitar that 
he found his passion. 

After learning to play, Hensley joined 
David Crockett High School’s band in 
Jonesboro, Tennessee, where he discovered 
music could be more than just a hobby. 

“The students were amazing musicians 
but also an amazing family. You could feel 
the heart in everything they did.”

“I thought, ‘I finally found my place. 
This is what I want.’”

After discovering his love for music 
in the high school band, Hensley 
knew he wanted music to be a lifelong 
pursuit. This guided him to begin his 
teaching career in Tullahoma in 1995 as 
a private instructor. 

He later taught beginning band and, 
in 2010, became a full-time seventh and 
eighth grade band director. His career 
eventually led him to become the district’s 
fine arts coordinator, where he introduced 
five new fine arts teachers — four elemen-
tary teachers in 2018 and a high school 
teacher in 2024.

This was a big step for the fine arts 
department. They knew the lessons of 
unity and creativity and that the academic 
growth that followed would stick with 
students well after they left high school. 
And for Hensley, that’s what made the arts 
so powerful.

One story that he believes expresses 
that power involves a sixth grade boy who 
joined the band program a few years ago. 
The boy had been struggling in school, 
barely passing his classes and frequently 
getting into trouble. Hensley believed the 
band was an outlet and confidence boost 
for the student. 

“School was not his happy place, ex-
cept when he was in the band room.”

Challenges have always been part 
of the job, but for Hensley, they’ve also 
been opportunities to rethink what edu-
cation can be.

Though retired from teaching, Atticus 
continues to advocate for the arts, 
ensuring the next generation of 
students has the same opportunities.

➤

“Education tends to focus on products. 
This class teaches you math; this class 
teaches you how to write,” he explained. 
“We need to encourage creative, indepen-
dent thinkers who can approach problems 
with curiosity and confidence.”

He pointed to an elementary art class-
room as an example.

“In an elementary art class, kids splash 
paint and make messes, but that’s the 
point. They’re learning to be independent 
thinkers. In a band, each child decodes 
the music, thinking about their role in the 
ensemble and the notes they play. That 
creative process is what sets them apart.”

Hensley made the bittersweet decision 
to retire in 2023. However, he is never 
far from the arts. He now serves as the 
Tennessee Department of Education’s fine 
arts manager. 

Like many people, Hensley believes 
the arts are not about teaching students 
what to think but how to think. And the 
results speak for themselves. 

Colorful murals in the hallways, joyful 
harmonies pouring out of the gymnasi-
um, and rich, resonant melodies from the 
band room are proof of a thriving pro-
gram. But more importantly, they’re proof 
of thriving students learning to take risks, 
collaborate, and become impactful com-
munity members. GN

With patience and precision, Shirley Meneses 
brings her vision to life in “Otterly Happy,” a 
work that captures both skill and joy.

➤
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Rooted in Christ Recovery helps others find 
freedom, faith, and a fresh start through community. 

By Jeriah Brumfield  // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

Anthony and Jessica Earhart: 

Faith fuels RECOVERY

Rooted in Christ 
Recovery is more 
than a ministry; it’s 
a home. Anthony, 
Jessica, and 
Easton stand in 
the heart of their 
mission.
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T HERE’S A certain kind of light that shines 
on people who have walked through darkness 
and come out the other side. You can see it in 

Anthony and Jessica Earhart, the husband-and-wife duo 
behind Rooted in Christ Recovery. This light glows with 
redemption, healing, wisdom, and faith. Their transition 
from addiction to ministry is inspiring — but it’s also 
proof of what grace and grit can do.

Anthony battled addiction for 30 years, struggling 
with substance abuse and fighting an enemy that seemed 
impossible to defeat. He described his former self as “a 
broken shell of a man, almost dead with a needle in his 
arm, hungry and afraid.”

But on April 13, 2025, he celebrates four years of 
sobriety, which he credits to God’s mercy. That victory 
planted the seed for what would become Rooted in Christ 
Recovery — an outreach ministry that helps others break 
free from addiction and find a more fulfilling life.

Jessica, however, has a story of her own.
“I did try substances for a while,” she said. “But de-

pression is really where my addiction came from, and if it 
wasn’t for God’s love, I wouldn’t be here today either.”

They began their ministry with a virtual support 
network on Facebook, which quickly grew to more than 
70,000 followers. After sharing his testimony at a church 
in Decherd, Anthony realized how important it was for 
people to tell their personal stories.

“One guy came to Christ right after the testimony,” 
he said.

With support from their former church, Anthony 
and Jessica started Table Talk, a weekly support group 
for open discussions about addiction and recovery. As 
the group grew, they felt called to establish their own 
place of worship.

In July 2024, they began holding services in a friend’s 
workshop, starting with 18 members. Their congregation 
has since grown to over 90 people, gathering for Wednes-
day Bible studies, Friday Table Talks, and Sunday services.

Rooted in Christ Recovery also addresses the broader 
needs of the community. The food ministry serves more than 
100 families each week. Partnering with Westside Nazarene 
Church, they distribute food to those who may not have 
access due to transportation or financial limitations.

“We fill their cars full of physical food, but we give 
them spiritual food, too,” Anthony said. “We love on, 
pray for, and build relationships with everyone that comes 
through our food ministry.”

Their ministry even reaches those outside of Tullaho-
ma. Partnering with seven other ministries, they joined 
Jennifer Moore with Soul Savages, who launched Dis-
ciple the Street, a program that brings aid to unhoused 
individuals in different cities, including Chattanooga, 
Nashville, and locations in Georgia.

“In October 2024, we went to Nashville. We fed more 
than 400 homeless people,” Anthony said. “That day, we 
got vans ready to take whoever was willing off the streets 
and into recovery homes. Eight people said yes.”

But their mission doesn’t stop at meeting immedi-
ate needs. Anthony and Jessica are focused on long-
term restoration.

Bryan Mosley, a Rooted in Christ Recovery pastor, 
and Anthony own Rooted in Christ Construction, a 
business that employs and trains people transitioning 
from addiction to self-sufficiency. They want to make sure 
individuals leaving recovery have the tools to rebuild their 
lives. The men in their recovery program work alongside 
them, learning carpentry, drywall, flooring, and other 
practical skills they can use to secure stable employment 
— or even start their own businesses.

The team also oversees a recovery home, Casting Net 
Ministry, owned by Chris Lewullis, where five men re-
side. Each morning begins with Proverbs and fellowship 
before heading off to work.

The same light that shines on Anthony and Jessi-
ca now spreads to those they serve. Together, they are 
proving that no one is ever too far gone — and with faith, 
community, and a whole lot of love, redemption is always 
within reach. GN

For more information, visit Rooted in Christ Recovery on 
Facebook. 

Even the smallest hands can make a difference — Waylon carries a crate 
of food onto the trailer.

➤

ISSUE 4 2025 / /  15GOOD NEWS TULLAHOMA



EMPOWERING STUDENTS

SOCIALLY, 
EMOTIONALLY, 
& ACADEMICALLY 
A compassionate school counselor helps kids 
grow into kind, confident, and caring leaders. 

By Jeriah Brumfield // Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

A NDREA PARSON leaned in at a 
corner lunch table in Robert E. Lee 

Elementary’s cafeteria. Her genuine smile 
set the tone as students opened up about 
their day. Between bites of lunch, she helped 
them untangle conflicts, celebrate small 
victories, and build friendships. Parson’s 
gift for connecting with kids makes her a 
familiar face in the school, and her presence 
is reassuring for students and staff alike. 

The story of how Parson became the 
school’s beloved counselor began earlier, 
beginning with her growing love for chil-
dren and education.

One of the things that drew Parson into 
education was the influence of her fifth 
grade science teacher, who made learning 
both exciting and meaningful. His love for 
science showed her that true joy in teach-
ing — and a little bit of heart — can really 
make a difference.

Before Parson became a counselor, she 
spent 12 years as a classroom teacher, which 
gave her a front-row seat to her students’ lives. 
According to Parson, while in the classroom, 
she learned about her students’ unique per-
sonalities and struggles. As a school counsel-
or, these insights, compiled with her degree 
in school counseling and guidance, now help 
her advocate for students on a deeper level.

“I am the student’s advocate. When-
ever they have a need — whether social, 
emotional, academic, or even physical, for 
things they need for school or at home —I 
am the go-to person to help.”

Parson also works closely with students 
whose home lives are a little more complex. 
She brings a much-needed perspective to 
her counseling, especially as a mother of a 
son with autism. 

“That gives me a different perspective 
as a parent when it comes to helping meet 
those academic or even social needs,” she 
explained. “Sometimes, those meetings can 
be difficult for a parent. I know they were 
for me initially, so having that perspective 
helps me, too.” 

One of Parson’s favorite parts of her 
job is working with students on projects 
that help them grow emotionally. For 
instance, throughout the school year, she 

organizes lunch groups and encourages 
friendships. Each February, she leads a 
school-wide kindness project celebrat-
ing Kindness Month, where students 
learn the value of simple acts of kind-
ness. This year’s Kindness Project saw 
them helping 5 Loaves 4 Kids, a local 
nonprofit here in Tullahoma. 

Parson is also involved with the Tulla-
homa Area Chamber of Commerce’s Cre-
ating Educational Opportunities program. 
This initiative bridges the school and the 
local community, where students can con-
nect with local businesses and learn the 
value of giving back.

This program empowers children and 
helps them find their place in the commu-
nity. Parson explained that the students’ 
artwork displayed in places like the hospital 
or Chick-fil-A shows them that their con-
tributions matter. 

The calming space in the 
library provides students 

with a quiet place to 
regroup and recharge. 

As a counselor, Andrea 
Parson helps children 
develop strategies to 

navigate big emotions 
and build resilience.

➤
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“Kids are so proud when somebody 
brags about their work. It  just feels nice to 
have somebody believe in you.”

Every month, Traders Bank hosts an 
event at the school where students can de-
posit money and learn about the banking 
process. The bank also holds a coloring con-
test, with the winner receiving real money 
added to their account, giving students 
hands-on experience with financial literacy.

Robert E. Lee Elementary also collab-
orates with Morning Pointe Senior Living 
every fall for an annual food drive. 

“This past year, we collected around 
2,400 items for the canned food drive in 
November. Our goal was 2,000,” she said. 

“We want it to be a true partnership, 
where we help and make each other better.”

Parson has a gift for helping kids suc-
ceed in their studies and develop into kind, 
thoughtful people. Through her words and 
actions, she wants them to know that she val-
ues them and will continue to support them.

“All of our kids have opportunities 
to achieve the goals they want to set for 
themselves, and we want to help them 
reach them.” GN

Andrea Parson leans in at a corner lunch table in Robert E. Lee Elementary’s cafeteria, her genuine smile 
setting the tone as students open up about their day. Between bites of lunch, she helps them untangle 
conflicts, celebrate small victories, and build friendships. (Emma Chambers, Ryder Albert)

➤ Andrea Parson➤

ISSUE 4 2025 / /  17GOOD NEWS TULLAHOMA



T HE SUNDROP Shoppe & Luncheonette offers a 
delightful fusion of nostalgic ambiance and delectable 

cuisine. With its retro “soda shop” vibes and tasty menu, it has 
understandably become a cherished spot for both locals and 
visitors seeking a unique dining experience. 

The Sundrop Shoppe’s interior transports guests back in time, 
reminiscent of an early 20th-century drugstore soda fountain. The 
decor features vintage memorabilia and large windows, creating a 
warm and inviting atmosphere that evokes a sense of nostalgia.

The menu offers a variety of family recipes and sweet treats that 
cater to everyone. For breakfast enthusiasts, options like French 
toast and pancakes have garnered acclaim and are served all day! 
Lunch offerings include soups, sandwiches, and salads, with their 
1/2 sandwich and soup combination offering an affordable meal 
with endless combination pairings. I happily tried a few!

The French onion soup is rich and flavorful, topped with a 
layer of warm, gooey cheese. The always-classic cheesy potato 
soup is a hug in a bowl. And “Maggie’s Cream of Tomato Soup” 
is a comforting classic.

Sandwich lovers can indulge in creations like the grilled cheese 
made with three kinds of cheese, which pairs beautifully with 
tomato soup. Or try “Aunt ME’s Chicken Salad,” loaded with 

Vintage 
Flavors, 
Cherished 
Memories
A retro-inspired gem offers delicious eats 
and warm hospitality.

Sundrop Shoppe
& Luncheonette:

crunchy veggies, fruits, and pecans. You can opt for “Robert’s 
Classic Club Sandwich,” piled with meat and cheese, offering 
a rich and satisfying experience — so many delicious choices! 

There are so many options that “Paige’s Award-Winning 
White Chicken Chili” and “Grandaddy’s Pimento Cheese” 
cold sandwich are already on my radar for a future visit 
because I could only try so many options in one sitting! 

Patrons can also enjoy classic soda fountain offerings 
such as shakes, malts, and sundaes, further enhancing the 
nostalgic experience. We enjoyed the Cherry Sun Drop and 
root beer floats and left with full bellies and wide smiles. 

Operating hours are from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Tuesday 
through Saturday. The combination of a comfortable setting, 
vintage vibes, diverse menu, and warm hospitality makes the 
Sundrop Shoppe & Luncheonette a standout destination 
in Tullahoma, offering a memorable dining experience that 
pays homage to classic American traditions. GN

Sundrop Shoppe 
& Luncheonette
217 NW Atlantic St.
Tullahoma
(931) 222-4270
sundropshoppe.net

GOOD NEWS IS
COMING TO DINNER!
We will feature a local 
food critic’s thoughts as they dine in 
Tullahoma. This month Tabitha Buckner 
visited Sundrop Shoppe and Luncheonette.
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Winchester:
161 Shirley Dr.

(931) 962-0450

Manchester:
1034 McArthur St.

(931) 954-5111 

Tullahoma:
106 Westside Dr., Ste. A

(931) 393-4700

MELODY HARRISON, NP-C SAHARRA JEWELL, APN

Making A Difference Making A Difference 
In Women’s LivesIn Women’s Lives

Thank you for voting us Franklin Co Finest OBGYN!!!!

BRYAN MYERS, M.D.

Knowledge. Experience. Trust.

Call Now: 931-455-3453

Insuring Your Tomorrow Today



LEGACIES
C L A S S R O O M

M ONICA BLAKE-BEASLEY’S story could be the 
script for the ultimate comeback — brimming 
with tough decisions, unexpected turns, and 

growth that didn’t come easy. As a former police officer and 
now a local educator in Tullahoma, Blake-Beasley has walked 
through fire and come out stronger than ever. Every battle 
she’s faced is a lesson she now passes down, and adversity is a 
blueprint for empowerment.

Teaching, it seems, was always in her destiny.
Before his death, her father confided in community mem-

bers, telling them she would pursue a teaching career.
“When I came back home, I had so many people tell me 

that for years, my dad had told them I was moving back to 
Tullahoma, and I was going to work for the school system,” 
she said.

He saw something in her well before she ever walked into 
a classroom, and today, she honors that vision by equipping 
her students with real-world experience, opening doors to 
careers in criminal justice, and showing them what it truly 
means to serve.

Blake-Beasley creates an immersive, hands-on training 
ground where students gain real-world experience in crim-
inal justice. They engage in mock trials, forensic analysis, 
and investigative techniques that build critical thinking and 
practical skills.

They visit local police stations, and occasionally, professionals 
come in to speak about their work. Blake-Beasley believes these 
experiences are crucial for showing her students how vast the field is 
and how many ways they can serve and empower their community.

Blake-Beasley also equips her students with critical self-pro-
tection skills.

Before she ever taught a class, Blake-Beasley served on the 
front lines of justice. Inspired by her veteran father, she pursued a 
degree at Lipscomb University and answered the call to serve in 
law enforcement. She thrived in the field and stood up for those 
who had no one else to lean on.

However, her time on the force ended in a heartbreaking and 
violent incident. While off duty, she was attacked and suddenly 
found herself on the other side of the system she had spent her 
career upholding.

Even when the odds were stacked against her, she stood her 
ground and took legal measures, resulting in a settlement.

After leaving law enforcement in 2019, she found herself at 
a crossroads. Then, a teaching position in criminal justice opened 
at Tullahoma High School, and it felt like fate. When her father 
died in 2020, the pull to come home grew even stronger. Her 
mother, battling illness, needed her, and Blake-Beasley knew it 
was time to give back to the community that raised her.

Her first day working for Tullahoma City Schools as an 
educator was on what would have been her father’s 64th birthday, 
which felt like confirmation and a tribute to the man who always 
believed she would end up there.

Her patience, compassion, and ability to guide people through 
their hardest moments — skills she developed on the force — 
now make her an extraordinary teacher.

Instead of protecting and serving through law enforcement, 
she now does so through education. 

She believes teaching criminal justice requires showing stu-
dents what it means to seek justice and to do the right thing even 
when it’s hard.

“What matters to me most is that the students are better 
humans when they leave my classroom than they were when they 
entered,” she said.

She challenges them to think critically, act with integrity, and 
use their voices for good.

Blake-Beasley understands the power of her presence. As one 
of the few African American educators at her school, she’s a role 
model who breaks down stereotypes and opens students’ eyes to 
different perspectives.

Full Circle 
Service
A former officer-turned-educator 
empowers students with integrity, 
leadership, and real-world wisdom.

By J eriah Brumfield
Photography by Ashleigh Newnes
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MONICA
BLAKE-

BEASLEY
Students Anna Milhahn and James Jarvis engage in hands-on 
learning, practicing proper arrest techniques under Monica Blake-
Beasley’s guidance.

➤

What matters to me most is 
that the students are better 
humans when they leave my 
classroom than they were 
when they entered.

-  MONICA BL AKE-BEASLEY

Blake-Beasley grew up in a family devoted to 
public service, built a career in law enforcement, and 
now shares her knowledge as an educator. Her 
life has come full circle, and each day in 
the classroom, she honors a legacy that 
shows the true measure of strength is 
based on those we serve. GN



LEGACIES
C L A S S R O O M

I N A liberal arts classroom at Tullahoma High School, 
Amy Sisk stands at the front, animatedly telling stories 
of monarchs, revolutions, and lessons from history. She 

recites facts while bringing the past to life, layering it with 
drama, heart, and humor. After 20 years of teaching, Sisk has 
learned that history is bigger than dates and timelines. It’s a 
collection of messy, beautiful stories, much like life itself.

Every day in Sisk’s classroom, students experience both 
routine and spontaneity. Mornings start with independent 
work, leading to enthralling lectures with games and vid-
eos. She adapts traditional teaching methods with creative 
techniques to keep students engaged.

One of her favorite tricks is turning timelines into sing-
song hand gestures, helping her students memorize 120 years 
of history without even realizing it.

“Almost 15 years ago, someone told us to do hand gestures 
with a song or tell kids a story that doesn’t sound like history, 
then surprise them with how it is history,” she said. “I like 
trying to do that.”

That constant evolution keeps Sisk energized, even after 
two decades.

For Sisk, teaching means balancing two great loves: her stu-
dents and the stories of history.

“I absolutely love the content that I teach,” Sisk said with 
a smile. “I love being able to tell the stories of history. The 
best part is when kids are really excited about it and love 
history stories, too.”

Many students grow up believing that history is a dry re-
counting of past events, but anyone who’s lucky enough to take 
Sisk’s class realizes that history often reflects the present. Their 
discussions often start with headlines — topics like global con-
flicts or family dynamics — and naturally tie back to lessons in 
the curriculum.

“There’s almost always something in the news that kids have 
heard about — Ukraine, weapons, or something else. When we’re 
talking about monarchies, for example, we get around to these 
monarchs who didn’t learn their lessons, made mistakes, and 
suffered because of it,” she said.

Her energy lights up the room as she effortlessly balances 
teaching facts and life lessons along the way.

“I want them to understand that life is complicated, just 
like history. There’s no easy fix for anything. Mistakes happen, 
but you can always bounce back,” Sisk explained. “Whether it’s 
a tough assignment or a bad attitude, you reset, you try again. 
Everything is fixable.”

Every day, she teaches her students the importance of per-
severance and kindness and intertwines those values into every-
thing they do.

She tells them that even a simple “thank you” can take them 
far. It could open doors of opportunity, help them build relation-
ships, and create waves of kindness in the world.

Sisk’s cheerful spirit and optimism make her classroom feel 
safe. Students leave her class feeling encouraged to be curious, 
fail, and learn from it all.

Sisk traces her love for teaching back to her own school days. 
She fondly remembers her high school teacher, Ms. Alsup, who 
made history come alive through storytelling.

“She was wonderful. In college, I had professors who didn’t 
use projectors or pictures. They just told stories, and I could 
wrap my head around them. I loved listening to the stories.”

That love for stories propelled Sisk toward a career in history 
and education, and she’s been telling stories ever since.

Bringing 
History
to Life
She blends storytelling and creativity 
to make the past engaging and 
unforgettable for her students.
By J eriah Brumfield
Photography by Ashleigh Newnes
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AMY SISKHistory class isn’t just about memorizing 
dates — it’s about storytelling, discussion, and 
sometimes, a good laugh. Amy Sisk keeps her 
students engaged with humor and energy, 
making the past feel a little more alive.

➤

I love being able to tell 
the stories of history. The 
best part is when kids are 
really excited about it and 
love history stories, too.

-  AMY SISK

Like history itself, her lessons are full of humanity, 
grace, and second chances. A great teacher can influ-
ence far more than a student’s education, and even after 
her students have moved on to the next grade level, 
they carry her lessons with them. GN



LEGACIES
C L A S S R O O M

F LYING FOR the first time is an experience like no 
other. Reluctant but optimistic, you step into a Cessna 
172, a sleek, unassuming aircraft that promises 

freedom. Chief Flight Instructor Myron Yoder, calm and 
experienced, sits beside you, his voice steady and affirming. 
As the engine starts and the propeller spins, a rush of 
nervousness fills you.

Then comes takeoff. The runway blurs, and with a gentle 
tilt of the yoke, the ground falls away. You’re airborne. The sky 
stretches endlessly, with hills and lakes below. The plane sways 
lightly, and you feel the controls under your fingertips. For the 
first time, you feel weightless, truly free. The rush of nervous-
ness begins to fade. 

Wright Base Flight Training was built to offer these 
endless possibilities. Founded by Myron Yoder, Wright Base 
Flight Training is dedicated to making aviation accessible to 
everyone with the dream of soaring. With a team of seven 
knowledgeable instructors, the academy serves as a gateway to 
the skies, helping people of all ages and backgrounds achieve 
their flying aspirations.

Yoder’s love for aviation began in childhood, inspired by his 
father, a private pilot. On his 16th birthday, his sister gifted him a 
flight lesson with his father’s instructor. By 17, Yoder had soloed, 
eventually earning a degree in flight science. 

He worked as a flight instructor, mechanic, and charter pilot 
in Indiana before running a boat rental business. His passion for 
aviation led him back to the skies, where he started teaching at 
Winchester Airport.

Recognizing a need for structured, accessible flight training, 
Yoder founded Wright Base Flight Training. His entrepreneurial 
mind and aviation expertise have turned a promising local opera-
tion into a successful flight school. 

“Most people who are learning to fly are pretty nervous 
about coming to the airport. They feel like they’re about to com-
mit a crime just by showing up,” Yoder explained. “But private 
aviation is incredibly welcoming, and I wanted to create a place 
where people could see that.”

Learning to fly can feel intimidating. Potential pilots are often 
discouraged by the fear of the unknown, the complexity of avia-
tion, and the imposing nature of airports. Yoder designed Wright 
Base Flight Training to address these concerns by offering a 
welcoming, straightforward experience.

He does this by implementing discovery flights using the 
training center’s Cessna 172 aircraft. These low-pressure, one-
hour experiences give beginners a taste of what it’s like to be in 
the pilot’s seat. 

During the flight, participants receive hands-on experience 
with the controls while Yoder or another instructor guides 
them through the process. By the end, many discover that 
flying isn’t as daunting as they imagined.

Whether you’re a high schooler chasing a lifelong dream or 
a retiree ready to embrace a new adventure, Wright Base Flight 
Training is committed to making flying accessible. 

The academy’s team of instructors helps every student feel 
comfortable and confident, breaking down complex require-
ments and guiding them step by step. This structured, ap-
proachable method has attracted many students and helped 
the academy grow. 

“Once people connect with someone in aviation, they usually 
get comfortable within a few lessons and realize, ‘This is some-
thing anybody can do,’” Yoder said. 

From your first lesson to solo 
flight, Wright Base creates a 
comfortable, low-pressure space 
for all students.
By J eriah Brumfield
Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

The 
Classroom
in the Sky
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MYRON 
YODER

Chief Flight Instructor Myron Yoder walks writer Jeriah 
Brumfield through the basics of aviation.

➤

Chief flight instructor Myron Yoder settles into the cockpit, ready to 
guide another student through their first experience at the controls.

➤

If you’ve ever dreamed of flying, now is the time to 
take the leap. Wright Base Flight Training invites you 
to book a discovery flight and experience the joy of avi-
ation firsthand. With Yoder and his team by your side, 
you’ll see that flying is for anyone ready to embrace the 
adventure. GN

Visit https://www.wrightbase.com
or call (931) 588-0211 for more information. 
Address: ​Tullahoma Regional Airport 
807 William Northern Blvd.
Tullahoma

https://www.wrightbase.com
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931-433-6634
Ask about automatic payment

r i c h a r d s o n w a s t e @ g m a i l . c o m

Richardson Waste Removal
& Richardson Waste Solution

Weekly Service
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Roll-Off Containers
Construction • Demo Debris • Commercial
Industrial • General Clean-Up CALL TODAYCALL TODAY

Quality service since 1963 Our Business is Picking Up!

Insured

Skid Steer Loader
Mini Excavator

Bulldozer & Track Hoe
Site Prep

Demolition
Roads & Driveways

Grade Work
Pads

Ponds & Lakes
Underground Utilities

Complete Rock 
Hammer Services

Complete Excavation Services:

All major
credit cards
accepted

From Start to Finish: From Start to Finish: 
Your Complete Excavation SolutionYour Complete Excavation Solution

Expert Veterinary Expert Veterinary 
Care for Your Care for Your 
Furry Family.Furry Family.

Animal
Health
Clinic

Dr. Jennifer Yates, Dr. Brian Alexander, and Dr. Angie Hawkins

1722 Hillsboro Blvd.  •  Manchester, TN 37355
(931) 728-6633 • www.AnimalHealthVet.com

$5 OFF
With This Coupon. Expires 5/31/25

Shelbyville 
120 Martin Rd., Suite 200
Shelbyville, TN 37160
(931) 488-8700

Tullahoma 
730 Kings Ln.
Tullahoma, TN 37388
(931) 841-9200

•  General orthopedics
• Arthroscopic hip, knee,elbow,  
    shoulder & ankle injuries
• Fracture care

• Total joint replacement
•  Rotator cuff repair
• Joint & soft tissue 
 injections

Help Mom 
Graduate 
To Feeling 
Better!

 

goodnewsmags.com/advertise

We want to build stronger communities through 
positive, local stories. We can’t do that without 
advertisers like you. Reach an engaged 
audience that wants to support your business.

Call me at (931) 450-0283

It’s good
to know
people

Tony Glenn
Publishing Partner

mailto:richardsonwaste@gmail.com
http://www.AnimalHealthVet.com


Don’t Miss
a Month!
Good News Magazine is now a paid 

subscription to allow our community 
of readers to continue to grow.

If you haven’t re-subscribed yet, here’s how 
to keep getting Good News each month:

Call (800) 247-7318 or subscribe online
at goodnewsmags.com

 

Since Jan. 1, more than 1,000 
people have subscribed! If you’re 
one of them—thank you! There’s 
nothing else you need to do.
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1. Jeanna Wing  2. Christy and Rusty Anderson  3. Peggy Burton  4. Emmarie, Gatlin Gibson, Cadence Fults, Joseph Bean, and James Bean  5. Inge Wood 

St. Patrick’s Day at South Jackson Performing Arts Center  
- March 28

Photography by Ashleigh Newnes

South Jackson Performing Arts 
Center hosted a celebration 
of Irish music and dance on 
March 13. The event featured 
Jim and Inge Wood, national 
buck dancing champion Angela 
Wood, and a talented lineup of 
guest performers. The evening 
included a free dance workshop, 
festive food, and a spirited concert 
honoring Celtic heritage.
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Commercial/Residential
Fully Licensed & Insured

(931) 461-8881(931) 461-8881
TN Charter #1246

Bring Your Yard to Life This Spring.Bring Your Yard to Life This Spring.

We Can Help.We Can Help.

Join us in the fight to prevent homelessness

Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm • Sat: 9am-2pm

302 West Hogan St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388
(931) 393-3002
commcare@lighttube.net

Donate Here!We need your help...
For as little as $9.95 a month you 
can become a financial partner with 
Community Care Ministries.

116 1st Ave. SE, Winchester, TN

Estate Experts
Live & Online Auctions

Keith’s Tank Service
(931) 433-0900 • (931) 962-0510

www.keithssepticpumping.com

• Septic Tank Pumping
• Sewer Drain
• Install • Clean Out

We Serve All Of Middle Tennessee
• Over 23 Years Experience
• Commercial & Residential
• Family Owned & Operated
• Licensed & Insured

Have Your Septic Tanks Taken Care Of 

mailto:commcare@lighttube.net
http://www.keithssepticpumping.com
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The Value of Good News
Good News Magazine not only lets you reach your audience 
directly, it’s also a way to build brand recognition and positive 
associations over time. Placing your ad alongside engaging, 
positive stories means it’s much more likely to be seen and 
well received.

Our beautiful design and community focus result in a 
premium publication that readers keep in their home for 
long periods of time — leading to more views of your ad.

POSITIVE ASSOCIATION
Your ad lives with positive and 
‘viral’ content. Readers fall in 

love with their town and 
your business.

LOCAL AUDIENCES
Your message reaches fans of 
the magazine. Local readers 

suggest more than 90% of the 
stories we tell.

LONG SHELF LIFE
Readers look at your ad over 

and over again. 60% of readers 
keep every issue for more than 

60 days.

POWER OF PRINT
Social media is drowning in 

negativity. Readers notice your 
ad as they crave the 

good ol’ days.
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A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X

We can spread Good News because of our generous 
advertisers. They help make our world a little brighter. 
We encourage you to do business with them.

G O O D  N E W S
S U P P O R T E R S
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“The more that 
you read, the more 
things you will know.  
The more that you 
learn, the more 
places you’ll go.” 

- Dr. Seuss

VIEW OUR INVENTORY

www.RussellBarnett.com

LIFETIME
POWERTRAIN WARRANTY

Ask Us About OurAsk Us About Our
Russell Barnett Kia
931-455-6066
915 South Anderson St.
Tullahoma, TN

Russell Barnett Ford 
931-455-4564

1106 East Carroll St.
Tullahoma, TN

View Our Inventory or Schedule Service Appointments Online

http://www.RussellBarnett.com

