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How to establish a peaceful backyard retreat

Backyards have undergone quite a
transformation over the last decade-plus.
The days when patios and decks were all
a backyard living space had to offer are
largely a thing of the past,as homeown-
ers have realized just how valuable it can
be to commit to a stunning backyard.

The real estate experts at Zillow
estimate that homes with backyard
features such as outdoor televisions,
outdoor showers and outdoor kitch-
ens command 3.1 percent more than
expected upon reaching the market. If
3.1 percent doesn’t sound like a lot, it
actually equates to nearly $11,000 on a
typical home. But there’s more to gain
than money when converting a backyard
space into a relaxing respite. Such spaces
can provide a welcoming escape from
the hustle and bustle of daily life, all the
while giving homeowners and residents
a comfortable space to soak in the great
outdoors. With that in mind, homeowners
can take the following steps to establish
a peaceful backyard retreat.

 Refresh the landscape. Even if your
vision is centered on outdoor furniture
and a space that accommodates movie
nights under the stars, it’s still best to
refresh the existing landscape if it needs
a little upkeep. Overgrown trees, hedges
and bushes can create the same cluttered
vibe that dominates interior spaces over-
run with items. If necessary, work with a
local tree service or landscape architect
to trim, or even remove, trees and hedges
that are crowding the backyard and mak-
ing it feel claustrophobic or giving it an
unkempt look. Aim for a landscape that
affords a balance of sun and shade so
the space is as comfortable as possible
throughout the day.

e Set up multiple gathering spac-
es, if possible. Once a backyard retreat
is established, everyone who calls the
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property home might find the space hard
to resist. Keep this in mind when plan-
ning the space and aim to set up multiple
gathering spaces. An outdoor kitchen
with a nearby dinner table can be a great
space to enjoy al fresco dining, but a
separate area to read a book or watch a
movie or ballgame can make the space
more versatile. Some may want to relax
away from the noise of the grill area, and
multiple gathering spaces ensures there’s
always a peaceful spot to unwind out
back.

¢ Add a water feature. Running water
has a way of calming the nerves, and
that’s good to keep in mind when plan-
ning a backyard retreat. Water features
run the gamut from garden ponds to koi
ponds to fountains to hot tubs. Home-
owners can identify which feature best
aligns with their idea of relaxation and
then work with a landscape architect
to ensure it’s installed in their backyard
0asis.

¢ Don’t forget shade. Temperatures
are rising in many areas of the globe,
and that’s worth noting when planning
a backyard retreat. Even the most ardent
sun worshippers likely won’t want to be
exposed to the sun at all times when
relaxing in their backyards. Strategically
chosen means of providing shade can
make spaces enjoyable all day long. Con-
sider umbrellas, gazebos, pergolas, and
even retractable awnings to cover patios
and decks when the sun is at its high-
est each afternoon. If you plan to spend
ample time in the grass, make that more
enjoyable by planting shade trees, which
also can protect the grass from drought
and make it more comfortable underfoot.

A relaxing backyard retreat can make
for an ideal space to escape the hustle
and bustle of daily life.
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How to prepare outdoor spaces for Memorial Day entertaining

Memorial Day weekend is a popular
time to entertain. For many, the week-
end marks the first outdoor entertaining
opportunity of the year, which is certainly
something to look forward to.

As outdoor entertaining season begins,
homeowners can take these steps to pre-
pare their outdoor living spaces for the first
big backyard get-together of the year.

 Break out the power washer. Pressure
washing is an important component of
spring home cleanup. The warmer tem-
peratures of spring allow water from power
washing to dry more quickly, which can de-
crease the chances that mold and mildew
will grow on surfaces like siding. A freshly
power washed home also makes for a wel-
coming entertaining space. A power washer
also can be used on outdoor entertaining
spaces to remove dirt and debris that built
up over the winter. Just make sure to read
manufacturer instructions before using a
power washer to clean paving stones, decks
and outdoor furniture.

¢ Inspect outdoor furniture. Now is a
good time to inspect outdoor furniture if
the task was not performed in late fall or
early winter before items were moved into
the garage or placed in storage. Check to

make sure furnishings are still safe to use,
addressing any issues before guests come
over for a Memorial Day weekend gather-
ing. Wash cushions for outdoor furniture
and replace any that might be showing
their age.

e Clean the grill. A thorough cleaning
of the grill also is in order prior to summer
entertaining season. Many homeowners do
little or no grilling during winter, so now is
the time to give grilling surfaces and the
interior of the grill a deep cleaning. Check
for leaks if using a gas grill,and scrub the
interior of any grease that accumulated
last season. Many grilling experts advise
lighting a grill and letting it burn for rough-
ly 20 minutes prior to putting any foods on
the grates for the first time. Such a strategy
allows residual fluids like soap, vinegar and
de-greasing products used when cleaning
the grill to burn off before food is placed
on the grates.

* Inspect the landscaping, too. It's not
just seating areas like patios and decks that
need some investigation prior to outdoor
entertaining season. Take a walk around
the landscape and make sure there’s no
potentially dangerous spots where people
could be injured when playing backyard

games. Fill in any holes with soil and fresh
grass seed, and inspect trees to see if any
branches need to be pruned.

Summer entertaining season begins
each Memorial Day weekend. Homeowners
can take various steps to ensure their out-
door entertaining spaces are comfortable
and safe.
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Dogs, particularly puppies, can be full
of boundless energy. Channeling that energy
into exercise with long walks or play sessions
can help stem dogs’ propensity to get into
trouble around the house as they burn off ex-
tra adrenaline. Pets who don’t have an energy
outlet may chew off-limits objects or get into
other mischief.

According to the American Kennel Club,
the amount of exercise a dog needs depends

How to make a backyard safe for dogs

on the animal’s age and breed. For example,
border collies or Siberian huskies may re-
quire much more exercise than English bull-
dogs, simply because the former are working
breeds. Pet owners with large backyards
often find those outdoor spots are ideal for
when their dogs get the “zoomies; something
that tends to be a daily occurrence. Letting
their dogs run around yards, whether on their
own or chasing tossed tennis balls, is an ide-
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al way to provide exercise and tire out pups.
In such scenarios, it’s vital that pups have a
dog-friendly yard in which to play.

» Use safe lawn care products. An ex-
panse of grass is the perfect place to frolic or
enjoy some sunbathing — for people or pets.
But contact with chemically treated lawns
can cause a number of health issues for dogs,
such as allergies or intestinal upset.

Switching to native grasses can reduce
the need to use chemicals to get lush lawns.
When supplementation is needed, homeown-
ers can switch to organic products or natural
compost as safer alternatives than chemi-
cal-based products.

e Fence off the yard. Off-leash running
and bounding through the yard will make any
dog smile. However, a fence is a must-have
to ensure a dog doesn’t become an escape
artist. Be sure the fence is high enough so
that the pup cannot jump over it. Burying
chicken wire in the dirt beneath the lower
edge of the fence also can help prevent dogs
who like to dig from exiting by crawling
underneath the fence.

Consider installing a lock on the fence
gate so that no one can wander in and sur-
prise the dog, which may startle the animal
and prompt it to defend the property. A lock
also helps prevent dog theft. See ads for
Fence Masters, Invisible Fence and Harman &
Associates are great local fence options.

¢ Keep the yard tidy. Maintaining a
clean yard also is key to safety. Inspect
the yard regularly to make sure nothing is
around that can prove harmful, whether it’s
poison ivy, felled branches or broken fence
panels. Also, keep shrubs and grass trimmed
to reduce flea and tick populations on the
property.

e Avoid poisonous plants. Certain plants
can be dangerous if they’re consumed by cu-
rious pups. Chrysanthemums, peonies, irises,
and hydrangeas are some plants that can be
poisonous. For a full list of poisonous plants,
go ASPCA’s website (aspca.org).

e Keep an eye on animals. Dogs can
spend some unattended time in the yard, but
check in from time to time. Should wildlife get
into the yard, dogs may get hurt by tussles or
bites. Birds of prey, such as owls, hawks and
even vultures, may attack small dogs in a yard.
While they might not view a dog as an easy
meal, they could swoop down and attack to
defend territory. The same may occur with
other wild animals.

A dog-friendly yard may require a little
effort to create, but it's worth a little sweat
equity to keep pups safe.
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Many people view spring as a season
of rejuvenation. That renewal may be
somewhat metaphorical for human be-
ings, but it’s literal for lawns and gardens
that begin to grow anew as temperatures
rise and hours of daylight increase in
spring.

Each spring presents an opportunity
for homeowners to get back outside and
tend to their gardens. As the tempera-
tures rise, homeowners can consider
these spring planning pointers to ensure
their landscapes look lush and full in the
months ahead.

e Start with the soil. Soil can serve
as the starting point each spring. Winter
can take its toll on a garden and even
overwhelm the area with debris over
the colder months. Clear rocks and other
debris from the area before loosening the
soil. The Farmer’s Almanac recommends
loosening soil to a depth of at least
eight inches if planting a new garden.
An existing garden may only need to be
loosened to a depth of around six inches,
after which homeowners can mix com-
post into the soil in early spring. Compost
is organic matter that provides nutrients
and helps to build strong plant roots.

Spring planting pointers

¢ Consider a raised garden in colder
climates. The Farmer’s Almanac notes
raised gardens can help homeowners in
colder climates dry out and warm up wet,
cold soils more quickly. Homeowners in
such regions also can cover their beds
with black plastic or cardboard prior to
planting. Doing so can protect the beds
from late-season snow and spring rains
and also helps to overcome erosion.

¢ Take soil temperatures. Unpredict-
able weather is among the noticeable
effects of climate change in recent years.
That lack of predictability can make
spring planting a little more tricky than it
once was. Experts note that soil tempera-
tures around 50 F are best for cool-sea-
son crops, while soil should be 60 F or
warmer when planting warm-weather
plants such as tomatoes.

* Work with a garden center to iden-
tify what to plant. The right plants for
one region may not be ideal for another,
so homeowners are urged to work with a
local landscaper or garden center before
planting. Such a consultation can be es-
pecially useful for homeowners planting
a new garden. Landscapers and garden

Upgrade your Home
with New Vinyl

Replacement Windows

and Patio Doors

5275 Red Arr
269-428-4464 - www.midwestglass.com
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center professionals will know which
plants work in the local climate.

¢ Consider planting vegetables in the
spring. Various garden experts note that
spring is an ideal time to plant a vegeta-
ble garden. If planted at the right time, a
vegetable garden can save homeowners
money on their grocery bills and provide
a season’s worth of fresh veggies. Lettuce
and spinach are sun-and shade-friendly

PIPOLAR

vegetables, which can make them good
options for a spring garden. Cool-season
root vegetables, which include beets,
carrots and swiss chard, are some other
notable veggies that can thrive in early
spring.

Spring is a season of rejuvenation
for gardens. That’s even more true when
homeowners consider some conventional
planting wisdom in early spring.
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As winter fades and sunlight spills
through the windows, spring beckons
with an urge to renew and refresh.
Spring cleaning is more than a chore—
it’s a ritual to reclaim your space, clear
clutter, and set the tone for warmer
days. Here’s how to tackle your home
with purpose, leaving it sparkling and
organized.

e Start with a plan. Walk through
each room, noting what needs at-

STROUSE

WOODWORKS 3

2227 Plaza Drive Benton Harbor, MI °

Spring cleaning: Refresh your home for a new season

tention—dusty shelves, overflowing
closets, or grimy windows. Create a
checklist to stay focused, breaking tasks
into manageable chunks. Dedicate a
weekend or spread the work over a
week, depending on your schedule.
Gather supplies upfront: microfiber
cloths, all-purpose cleaners, vinegar for
natural shine, and sturdy trash bags.
Good tools make the job easier.

¢ Begin high and work low. Dust
ceiling fans, light fixtures, and crown
molding before vacuuming or sweep-
ing floors. This prevents resettling dust
from undoing your efforts. Wipe down
walls and baseboards, often over-
looked spots that collect smudges. For
windows, mix equal parts water and

(269) 926-9663 StrouseWoodworks.com

10 YEAR
WARRANTY
ON ENTIRE
STRUCTURE

Value Series
8'x10’ Shed
Only $2,995!!!

Classic
Value Series
10'x12' Shed

Only $3,750!1

Certified Amish Craftsmanship
The Most Trusted Name in Sheds

40 YEAR
WARRANTY
ON ALL
METAL ROOFS

vinegar, scrub with a lint-free cloth,
and squeegee for streak-free clarity. Let
spring’s light flood in unobstructed.

¢ Decluttering is the heart of spring
cleaning. Sort through drawers, cabi-
nets, and closets with a ruthless eye.
Ask: Do | use this? Does it spark joy?
Donate gently used clothes, kitch-
enware, or books to local charities.
Recycle old papers, broken gadgets, or
expired pantry goods. Organize what
remains—use bins for seasonal items,
hooks for bags, or dividers for utensils.
A tidy space feels instantly lighter.

¢ Kitchens and bathrooms demand
extra attention. Clear out the fridge,
wiping shelves with warm, soapy water.
Toss expired condiments and plan
meals to use up forgotten ingredi-
ents. In bathrooms, scrub tiles, grout,
and fixtures until they gleam. Replace
worn shower curtains and replenish
essentials like soap or towels. These
high-traffic areas shine brightest when
spotless.

e Don’t neglect textiles. Wash or
dry-clean curtains, blankets, and throw
pillows to banish winter’s mustiness.
Vacuum upholstery and mattress-
es, flipping the latter for even wear.
Launder bedding in hot water to kill
dust mites, and consider airing quilts
outside for a sun-kissed refresh. Fabrics
hold memories of seasons past—clean
them to start anew.

e Finally, invite the outdoors in.
Sweep porches, clear dead leaves from
patios, and hose down outdoor furni-
ture. If you have a garden, prune over-
grown shrubs or plant early blooms like
pansies. A tidy exterior welcomes you
home and extends your living space.

Spring cleaning isn’t just about
scrubbing—it’s about intention. Each
swept corner and polished surface
creates room for clarity and possibility.
When you're done, step back. Breathe
deeply. Your home, now a canvas of
order and light, is ready for the season’s
promise. Embrace it.

Take advantage of our buy now, pay lter program

No payments, no interest for up to 18 months.

From now until the end of April get:

$500 off a new AC
OR
$1,500 off a new AC & Furnace
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Homeowners know there’s no short-
age of ways to tweak a property. Some
homeowners may lament that the work
associated with home ownership is never
done, but owning a house also provide
endless opportunities to upgrade the
spaces people call home.

Landscape lighting has become
increasingly popular in recent years.
That popularity is undoubtedly due to a
number of variables, and each highlights
a benefit of installing landscape lighting
around a property.

« Affordability: Some may think of
big budget projects like kitchen remodels
or room additions when pondering home
renovations. Such projects can have a
dramatic impact on the look and feel of
a home, but landscape lighting can be
equally transformative at a fraction of the
cost of larger undertakings. The home
renovation experts at Angi.com estimate
the average landscape lighting project
costs around $4,000, making affordability
a notable benefit of the project.

e Appearance: There’s no denying the
aesthetic appeal of a well-lit landscape
at night. Landscape lighting can be uti-
lized to draw attention to awe-inspiring

q Roofing & Construction i
~ FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED .

The benefits of lighting up your landscape

components of a landscape, whether it’s
natural features like gardens and foliage
or manmade components like archi-
tectural features. Improved appearance
can increase curb appeal, which is often
associated with how a home looks during
daylight hours. But photographs of a
well-lit nighttime landscape can impress
buyers as well.

e Cost savings: Landscape lighting
might help homeowners reduce the
cost of their homeowners insurance.
Researchers at PolicyGenius.com found
that insurance companies typically offer
a discount of 2 to 5 percent to homeown-
ers who install a home security system.
Insurance providers may offer additional
savings to homeowners who pair such
systems with landscape lighting, which
can be a deterrent to burglars who prefer
to operate under a cloak of darkness.

e Safety: Insurance firms may dis-
count premiums because of landscape
lighting because they view it as a deter-
rent to potential criminals. But landscape
lighting also makes moving around a
property at night safer for residents and
guests. Lighting can be used to illumi-
nate walkways, outdoor living rooms, pa-

Any Roofing Project !

W|th mention of this ad Exp 5/1/25

WE:WILL=BEAT-ANY-COMPETITORS PRICE

(Some'restrictions apply. Must present'competitors proposal for review at time of estimate)

www.futureroofing.net © 269.468.3804

April 19,2025

S500 OFF |

tios around pools, and other areas where
residents and guests will be walking at
night, which can reduce the risk of falls
and injuries that may result from such
spills.

¢ ROI: Savvy homeowners consider a
renovation’s return on investment before
deciding to go forward with a project.
Studies vary, but the National Association
of Realtors indicates landscape lighting
can recoup as much as 70 percent of

oy

homeowners’ investment in the project
at resale. When viewed through the lens
of ROI, the cost of installing landscape
lighting is even less.

Landscape lighting adds notable
aesthetic appeal to a home at a fraction
of the cost of other renovation projects.
The benefits such lighting provides make
the project one every homeowner can
consider.

Couch SmartShields™
L3

Flower Bad SmartShields™
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Litter Box SmartShields™

Save $150

. NEW Boundary Plus Smart™ System

Invisible Fence s

800-578-3647 | InvisibleFence.com

*Limited time offer. Valid on professionally installed Boundary Plus’ Outdoor Solution. Participating
Dealers Only. Restrictions may apply. Not valid with other discounts or previous purchases.
See your local Authorized Dealer for details. Expires: 5/31/2025
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Spending time in the backyard can be
restorative and relaxing. Is it any wonder why
homeowners are increasingly improving their
homes so that they can blur the lines between
the indoors and outside and enjoy more recre-
ational moments in nature?

Part of what makes a landscape inviting
is the bevy of plants dotting Southwest Michi-
gan landscapes. Individuals may take pains-
taking pleasure in mapping out landscapes
that are both functional and appealing. When
selecting foliage, it's wise for homeowners

Watch out for these poisonous backyard plants

to familiarize themselves with certain plants
that may not be very welcome in their en-
tertaining areas — particularly those that are
dangerous. Poison ivy, oak and sumac may be
some of the better-known poisonous plants,
but there are others in our corner of Michigan
that can prove problematic as well.

¢ Hogweed: This is an invasive plant that
grows throughout North America but is par-
ticularly well-known along the Atlantic coast.
The sap in the leaves can cause phytophoto-
dermatitis, which is a chemical reaction after

exposure to sunlight. Painful, severe blisters
can form on the skin wherever it touches, and
hogweed sap may cause blindness if it gets
into the eyes.

e Lily of the Valley: This plant is known
for delicate, bell-shaped flowers and a sweet
scent. While Lily of the Valley is not poisonous
to touch, if ingested, toxic glycosides in the
flowers, berries, leaves, and stems may cause
a host of problems, including disorientation,
vomiting, blurry vision, and rashes.

Another beautiful install by

FENCE MASTERS

Southwest Michigan’s premier fencing company
7526 Jericho Rd., Stevensville, Ml 49127
(269) 209-9307 * fencemastersmi.com

Contact us today to schedule your FREE consultation
and estimate. We use only premium products that will
last the test of time, whatever your choice of material.
We look forward to working with you on your residential
or commercial project. We guarantee you will be
pleased with your FENCE MASTERS fence!
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« Bleeding Heart: Native to woodlands,
this perennial loves the shade. It produc-
es unique flowers that resemble tiny pink
or white hearts with drops of blood at the
bottom. Roots and foliage of Bleeding Heart
contain alkaloids that are toxic to animals if
ingested in high quantities.

¢ Foxgloves: Adored among pollinators,
Foxgloves produce towering pink and white
trumpet blooms in early summer. The whole
plant is toxic if eaten, however. People who
eat any part or attempt to make tea may find
their heart rate slowing down or becoming
irregular.

« Stinging Nettle: Brushing up against
Stinging Nettle can be a painful experience.
The plant has tiny stinging hairs on its leaves
and stems.

¢ Wild Hemlock: This is a very poisonous
member of the carrot family. If consumed,
Wild Hemlock, which looks like parsley, can
cause health problems. Toxins also can be
absorbed through the skin.

¢ Deadly Nightshade (Belladonna): A
beautiful plant that produces shiny, black
cherry-like berries, this contains a poison that
can paralyze the gastrointestinal muscles and
eventually the heart. The Royal Horticultural
Society says that even rubbing up against it
can irritate the skin.

Many plants, however beautiful, can be
dangerous if ingested or touched.
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Let us do the work while you enjoy life outside!

« Your local full service landscape design, build, and property care partner. CREATIVE
LANDSCAPING & DESIGN
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« 49 years of trusted service, since 1976.

- Contact us today to get creative with your dream
outdoor living space.

\ \ \

SMALL ENGINE

HUSTULEIR

TURF EQUIPMENT

YOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR BUY HERE - SERVIGE HERE
210 E. John Beers Road ° St. Joseph * 269-556-1052 « www.hollywoodsmallengine.com

Servicing the local community for over 25 years ° Your local small engine repair shop e SHOP LOCAL, AND SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SMALL BUSINESS
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Tips to revitalize a garden this spring

Gardening is a rewarding hobby that
pays a host of significant dividends. Many
people love gardening because it allows
them to spend time outdoors, and that
simple pleasure is indeed a notable benefit
of working in a garden. But the National
Initiative for Consumer Horticulture notes
that gardening provides a host of addition-
al benefits, including helping people get
sufficient levels of exercise, reduce stress
and improve mood.

With so much to gain from gardening,
it's no wonder people look forward to get-
ting their hands dirty in the garden each
spring. As the weather warms up, consider
these tips to help bring a garden back to
life.

e Discard the dead weight. Winter can
take its toll on a garden, even in regions
where the weather between December
and early spring is not especially harsh.
Discard dead plants that have lingered into

PAINT, FLOORING,
HARDWARE, EPOXY COATINGS,
CABINETS, VANITIES & COUNTER TOPS

The Store WITH MORE!
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. Fresh Decor

283 Eighth Street
Benton Harbor, M|
(269) 934-0166
www.myfreshdecor.com

Serving Southwest Michigan
& Northern Indiana

[
IANNOLA ARMORED)
LIFETIME
JARRANTY)

#262000218

NEED A NEW ROOF?

Shingles - Metal - Flat - Slate - Shake

Storm Damage

Financing Available
Licensed

Insured

Family Owned

50+ Years Of Experience ¥

CALL US

269-408-1500
kg@giannolaconstruction.com
GiannolaConstruction.com

‘\“WWOU%
A NEW ROOF

Cannot be combined with any other offers
Expires 06/01/25

Gutter Cleaning w/ Purchase of
New Roof

Cannot be combined with any other offers
Expires 06/01/25

spring and prune any perennials that need
it. Branches that fell during winter storms
also should be removed at this point if they
have not previously been discarded.

« Test the soil. Soil testing kits can
be purchased at local garden centers and
home improvement retailers. Such tests
are inexpensive and can reveal if the soil
needs to be amended to help plants thrive
in the months to come.

¢ Mulch garden beds. Mulching
benefits a garden by helping soil retain
moisture and preventing the growth of
weeds. Various garden experts note that
mulching in spring can prevent weed seeds
from germinating over the course of spring
and summer. That means plants won’t have
to fight with weeds for water when the
temperature warms up. It also means gar-
deners won’t have to spend time pulling
weeds this summer.

e Inspect your irrigation system.
Homeowners with in-ground irrigation
systems or above-ground systems that
utilize a drip or soaker function can inspect
the systems before plants begin to bloom.
Damaged sprinkler heads or torn lines
can deprive plants of water they will need
to bloom and ultimately thrive once the
weather warms up.

¢ Tune up your tools. Gardening tools
have likely been sitting around gathering
dust since fall. Serious gardeners know
that tools can be expensive, so it pays to
protect that investment by maintaining the
tools. Sharpened pruners help make plants
less vulnerable to infestation and infection.
Well-maintained tools like shovels and
hoes also make more demanding garden-
ing jobs a little bit easier,so don’t forget
to tune up your tools before the weather
warms up.

It's almost gardening season, which
means gardeners can start on the nec-
essary prep work to ensure their gardens
grow in strong and beautiful this spring.

" LAWN GARE & LANDSCAPING
~ (269) 876-2483

mike@evergreenlawncare.us
Call or Email for FREE estimates

Spring Cleanup

Rolling
Lawn Mowing

Dethatching
Edging
Overseeding

ndscape Mulch or Rock
Fertilizer Program §

Weed Spraying

Family Owned and Operated with 30 Years of Experience
Fully Licensed and Insured.
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Did you know?

Inflation has garnered countless
headlines in recent years,and much of
that news has focused on the notably
higher cost of food. Though the cost of
some items at the grocery store has gone
down in 2024, many items remain signifi-
cantly more expensive than they were as
recently as three or four years ago. In an
effort to overcome rising food costs, some

consumers have thought about gardening.

According to Washington State University,

the average household with a food garden
spends around $70 per year on seeds and
garden supplies. The reward for that small
investment is roughly $600 worth of food.

Though the financial investment
associated with a food garden might be
minimal, it's important for prospective gar-
deners to recognize that the commitment
of time required to establish and sustain a
food garden can be significant.

DESIGN AND INSTALL LOCAL PLANT
MATERIALS GROWN AT OUR OWN NURSERY
outdoor spaces, paver walks, pergolas
large variety of locally grown trees
decorative shrubs and greenery
new industry leading products
irrigation systems

outdoor kitchens

SINCE 1942
BANGOR, MI

CALL MIKE AT 269.621.4543

www.CountyLineNurseries.net
Like us on Facebook.

Competitive pricing, cutting out the middleman.
Special discounts for Veterans and Seniors.

Why buy from a box store when you can select your trees
right where they’re grown? Come see a large variety of
trees, decorative shrubs, greenery and new industry leading
products. Located just 5 miles north of Hartford, load up

the family, choose your trees and plant some memories.
Call Mike at 269.621.4543 for an appmntment
Special discount for veterans and seniors

SINCE 1942

CountyLineNurseries.net

BRUNKE-GEIGER

)

Healing & Cooiing

“Where Integrity Is #1”

« Lennox Home Comfort Systems
« Lennox Air Purification Systems
- Bradford White Water Heaters

LENNOX))

PREMIUM SERVICE - PREMIUM PRODUCTS

PREMIUM SATISFACTION
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With this coupon

5200 00 OFF

' NEW LENNOX AIR CONDITIONER

I One coupon per purchase (expires 7/5/25)
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8946 First Street - Baroda, Ml 49101 « 269-422-2375 « BRUNKEGEIGER.COM
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

Intergrity and trust are the
foundations of our business.

If we can fix your system without
replacing it, we will.

SERVICE & INSTALL:

Fast and Reliable
Expert Technicians
Personalized Solutions

(269)468-6001
CENTSIBLEMICHIGAN.COM
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FINISHES

NEED
PAINTING?

Looking to change up a room
and add some new life?

We give free estimates for
what you need.

Ask us about out current
multi-room discount!

269-982-2930
SupremeFinishes.net
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Is It Time to Replace Your Roof? Here’s How to Tell

Your roof is one of the most important
parts of your home, protecting everything—
and everyone—under it. But how do you
know when it’s time to replace it instead of
simply patching it up?

Here in Southwest Michigan, where
we face a mix of lake-effect snow, spring
rainstorms, and summer heat, roofs can
take a beating over the years. If your roof is
showing signs of age or wear, it might be
time for a replacement.

¢ Age Matters. Most asphalt shingle
roofs last about 20 to 25 years. If your roof
is hitting that age—especially if it hasn’t
been inspected in a while—it’s a good idea
to have a professional take a look. The
freeze-thaw cycles in our region can short-
en a roof’s life span.

e Curling or Missing Shingles. Harsh
winds off Lake Michigan can curl, crack,
or even tear off shingles. If youre seeing
damage or bare patches, it's more than just
a cosmetic issue—it could lead to leaks and
bigger problems down the road.

¢ Granules in the Gutters. If you notice
sand-like granules in your gutters, your
shingles may be deteriorating. Granule
loss means your roof is losing its ability to
protect your home from UV rays and water
damage.

e Interior Water Damage. Water stains
on ceilings or walls can signal a leak. Even a
small drip can lead to mold growth or struc-
tural damage if not addressed quickly—es-
pecially during our rainy spring months.

¢ Sagging Rooflines. A sagging
roofline might point to long-term water
damage or structural issues. Snow loads in
winter can also add stress. Don’t ignore this
one—have it checked out immediately.

e Light in the Attic. If sunlight is
sneaking in through the attic, moisture
will follow. Take a peek after the next big
storm to make sure your roof is keeping the
weather out.

If youre seeing any of these warning
signs, it might be time to call a local roof-
ing professional. A sound roof is essential
to keeping your Southwest Michigan home
safe, dry,and comfortable all year long.

Formally Sally’s Greenhouse
5702 M 140, Eau Claire, Ml 49111

Andy 269-357-4078
Kelly 269-357-4079
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MAKE YOUR OLD

DRIVEWAY

LOOK BRAND
NEW AGAIN!

Repaving Your Driveway:

= Increases Home Value

= Safens Driving Conditions
= Increased Curb Appeal!

Paving: Repair & Removal . Creick—s—ela‘liﬁé . Seé@ﬂin_g- §tr-iping

| ASPHALT SEALING & REPAIR |
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AFFORDABLE ASPHALT PAVING & REPAIR SPECIALISTS. 269-414-0481
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A beautiful garden is a wonder to
behold. After a homeowner toils in the yard
amending the soil and planting, it's impera-
tive that a garden be given the best chance
to thrive. However, the natural wildlife that
shares the space might see that newly cul-
tivated land as the perfect place to enjoy an
easy meal or gather nesting materials.

Every gardener likely has a tale about
chipmunks, squirrels, woodchucks, and rab-
bits making nuisances of themselves in the
garden. Many of these animals seem to have
a taste for bulbs and other plants, which can
wreak havoc on what gardeners carefully
plan and plant. Finding balance so everyone
can get along may require patience and some
well-crafted deterrents.

¢ Provide food elsewhere. Try luring the
animals away to another area of the yard
where the meal is even easier to come by.
Squirrels and chipmunks love to dig and bury
their caches, so a far-off corner with freshly
tilled soil along with some berries, nuts and
additional treats might attract them to that
area instead of a newly established garden.

¢ Install fencing. While chipmunks and
squirrels can scale fences easily, such acro-
batics may be more challenging for lum-
bering groundhogs or rabbits. Make digging
more difficult by laying chicken wire fencing
on top of the soil and stake it down in some
areas.
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Humane ways to address uninvited garden guests

¢ Use a scent deterrent. Some animals
are put off by the smell of other animals or
aromas they find unpleasant. The capsaicin
in red pepper and cayenne can be off-putting
to these animals, so sprinkling it around the
garden may ward off pests but not harm the
plants. Just reapply after each rain. Similarly,
some people have had luck using pepper-
mint. Plant mint around where you do not
want the squirrels and chipmunks. Since mint
can grow fast and become invasive, it's best
to plant in containers and move accordingly.

¢ Use water or movement. Animals can
be scared away if they are sprayed with
water, so a well-aimed water gun can chase
away the animals when a gardener is able
to stand watch. It may be easier to set up
pinwheels that blow in the wind, or hang alu-
minum pie plates or old compact discs from
strings near the garden, which may deter
animals from getting too close.

¢ Build a greenhouse. When dealing with
tenacious squirrels and chipmunks, the only
solution may be to block off all access. Utilize
an enclosed greenhouse for the garden,
which will keep animals out and even extend
the growing season.

Many animals can become nuisances in
a yard, particularly in and around gardens.
Some humane solutions could remedy the
situation.

[\:rﬂ\ \\.w r\ 1Y |

‘S“EI.E(f‘I‘ ZElf"
I MOWERS

4‘\

A

°"0°/o for 60 MO

il

o nrnsns vAi.ln UNT'IQMAV 31, 2025

/

Since 1974

Lawn & Garden

Service after the sale.

Open 9am to 5:30pm Monday through Friday; Saturdays from 9am to 2pm

$1 500 OFF certain models of COMMERCIAL Z MASTERS®

$1250 OFF il GRANDSTAND, including MULTI FORCE?,
commercial stand-on mowers

$300 OFF sclect TIMECUTTER® and TITAN ZERO TURN® mowers
$250 OF F TURFMASTER HDX® commercial mowers

Spring Sales are DOLLARS OFF, or 0% for 60 MONTHS FINANCING OFFERED TO QUALIFIED
BUYERS ON SELECT MODELS. Special pricing or finance offers available until 5-31-2025.

429-7500 « 3959 M-139, St. Joseph (at Scottdale) « MidCountyLawnGarden.com « Transportation Available
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Tips for the gardening beginner

Gardening is a popular hobby all over
the world. Ruby Home Luxury Real Estate
estimates there are 71.5 million gardening
households in the United States alone. That
translates to around 185.9 million people
engaged in some form of gardening, which
places the U.S.among other countries where
gardening is wildly popular, including Austra-
lia and China.

A greater number of people are showing
interest in gardening, which is a rewarding
hobby that’s good for the mind and the body.
Those who are new to gardening may need
a crash course to get started. These pointers
can help anyone foster a newfound passion
for gardening.

a landscape design that you
love and that fits your yard.

We offer the following services:
« Tree, Shrub, Flower and Lawn Installation
+ Landscape Lighting - Water Features
« Patios and Outdoor Living Area,

Fire Pits, Outdoor Kitchens, Putting Greens
« Retain

ing Walls

’SECOND NATURE
GARDENS

Call us today to schedule your 2 69 .429 .0886

FREE initial consultation!
info@secondnaturegardens.net - www.secondnaturegardens.net

¢ Choose the best location. Spend time
in the yard and decide where to house a
garden. A far-off corner may get the most
sun, but will you forget about the garden if it
is too far away? ldeally, the garden should be
located where it will get at least six to eight
hours of sun each day. There also should be a
water source nearby. The spot also should be
convenient so that it is easy to go and pick
vegetables or prune flowers.

e Start small. If you're new to gardening,
begin with a small garden footprint so that
you can get your feet wet. A raised garden
bed can be a good starting point because it
is contained and easy to maintain. As your
experience (and garden) grows, you can add
to the garden size the next time around.

¢ Amend the soil. It’s possible but
unlikely that the soil in the backyard is the
perfect mix to grow healthy plants. It's more
likely that the garden will need some soil
modification. You can test the soil makeup
with do-it-yourself kits or work with a garden
center. A garden typically requires a mix of
compost to add nutrients to the dirt; peat
moss or coconut coir to help with water
retention and to make the soil lighter; and
vermiculite that helps to retain water. A com-
post bin set up at the same time as the gar-
den allows gardeners to continually produce
nutrient-rich food to add to the garden.
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Your Window Treatment Experts

HunterDouglas &

‘CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS

Southwest Michigan.

Mention this ad
to save

[=]

10%

your first order.

Elevate your space with custom window
treatments from Hunter Douglas®
and Gotcha Covered, proudly serving

Our stylish solutions offer light control,
privacy, and energy efficiency—plus
seamless smart home integration.

(©) SCAN ME
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www.gotchacovered.com/harbor-country

¢ Plant starter guide.It’s best to keep a
few things in mind when planning the gar-
den. Think about what will grow well in your
climate. Consider how big the garden will be
and the size of mature plants. A small garden
will not be able to accommodate corn, for
example. Also, how would you like the space
to look and what will be its function? Is this
a purely aesthetic garden or one that will be
food-bearing?

e Start seeds inside. If you'll be starting
a garden from seeds, it’s best to start indoors
before your region’s frost-free date. This way
the delicate plants will get the needed care
and can establish before they go outdoors
in the ground. Keep them humid by covering
the seedlings in plastic wrap. You can start
the seeds in different containers, even empty
egg cartons. Transplant to larger containers
after the seedlings grow a second set of
leaves. Once you're free from overnight frost,
you can place the established, strong seed-
lings in the ground.

e Plenty of Water. An automatic water-
ing system, such as a timer hooked up to the
sprinkler, can keep the garden well watered,
which increases the chances of success.
Then it will only be a matter of weeks before
the garden can be enjoyed throughout the
season.
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Gotcha Covered
Southwest Michigan

Call or click today
to schedule your
free in-home
consultation.

(269) 225-3981
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