State Senator Cortese’s bill
gives homeless youth better
chances for employment,

college education
SEE PAGE 10

SEE PAGE 7

Symphony San Jose presents ESPANA
June 7-8 Performance to feature
Spanish conductor Jose Luis Gomez
and Spanish guitarist Rafael Aguirre

YOUR BEST
SOURGE OF
COMMUNITY
NEWS FOR

OVER
YEARS

MAY 9 - MAY 22, 2025 m VOL. 38, NO. 10

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ALMADENTIMES.COM TI ] ] I E s

The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library in
downtown San Jose. City libraries are
expected to see minimal cuts during the
upcoming budget cycle. File photo.

San Jose public
library fights to
maintain funding
amid budget woes

By Vicente Vera

San José Spotlight
ibrary advocates say they
L expectto ride out the upcom-
ing San Jose budget cycle
without any major cuts. But trou-
ble could be on the horizon, with
the city projecting an ongoing
shortfall over the next few years.

San Jose’s Library and Educa-
tion Commission learned April 16
ofthree anticipated publiclibrary
budget cuts, which include cutting
$90,000 from library security, sus-
pending the college and career
pathways job position and drop-
ping $500,000 in the city’s agree-
ment with San Jose State Univer-
sity for Martin Luther King Jr.
Library, Administrative Officer
Fiahna Cabana said.

Anticipated cuts for the library
appear to be substantially lower
than the $4.59 million suggested
by the City Manager’s Office in a
Dec. 13, 2024 memo.

A city spokesperson said public
library officials don’t have any
additional information to share
aboutthe 2025-26 budgetbeyond
Mayor Matt Mahan’s March budg-
et message.

“The proposed operating budg-
etis scheduled for release on May
1 that will include the details of
all budget proposals,” spokesper-
son Demetria Machado told San
José Spotlight. “However, we

See LIBRARY, page 3

US Army Air Forces 2nd
Lt. Robert T. McCollum
killed in action in 1944
laid to rest with full
military honors

Community turns out for funeral at
Oak Hill Memorial Park

By William Bellou
Publisher
he community, many carrying flags, paid
T their respects during the funeral for Unit-
ed States Army Air Forces 2nd Lt. Robert
T. McCollum on Saturday, May 3 at Oak Hill
Memorial Park.

be near his parents and sister.

The fallen soldier’s remains were laid to
rest at Oak Hill Memorial Park to be near
his parents and sister with full military hon-
ors. The eventincluded a Rifle Volley by the
American Legion Post #419, bagpipes were
played, including the song Amazing Grace
by the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Office
Pipe Band and a heartwarming and amaz-
ing dove release was provided by GoDoves.
com.

Robert T. McCollum was honored among family, friends and officials, includ-
ing the divers who found McCollum’s remains in the Baltic Sea near Denmark
at Chapel of the Roses at Oak Hill Memorial Park followed by a public burial to

The procession from the Chapel of Roses to
the burial site was escorted by the Patriot Guard
Riders and the Combat Veterans Motorcycle
Association (CVMA).

U.S. Army Chaplin Jay Sapaen Watan officiat-
ed at McCollum’s funeral, leading hundreds of
people in the reading of the Lord’s Prayer.

History

McCollum was Killed in action on June 20,

See McCOLLUM, page 5

'A true icon": San Jose developer, phllanthroplst dies at 85

By B. Sakura Cannestra
San José Spotlight
arry Swenson, the groundbreaking devel-
B oper who reshaped the city’s skyline and
became a household name, has died at
age 85.

Swenson was the third generation leader of
Swenson Builders, one of Silicon Valley’s most
prominent construction and development
firms, known for developing iconic buildings
throughout San Jose. Those who knew him
remember him for his optimism and encour-
aging demeanor, as well as his business
prowess. His cause of death has not been
released.

“That’s just first and foremost his real gift to
everybody else, is that he was always upbeat
and always encouraging people,” Ron Swen-
son, CEO of Solar Skyways and Barry Swen-

Barry Swenson, former chairman of Barry Swen-
son Builders and a local construction pioneer, died
at age 85. Photo courtesy of the Swenson family.

son’s younger brother, told San José Spotlight.

Ron Swenson said his brother’s encourag-
ing nature set him apart in a cutthroat devel-
opment industry. He recalled a time when the
pair ran into a friend at breakfast, who was
performing in a live band at the restaurant.
His brother invited the band to San Jose to
play for one of their family’s events.

The Swenson brothers often donned wide
brimmed hats, standing out from the crowd.
Barry enjoyed gardening and ranching, and
raised pheasants and ducks in the family’s
backyard while in high school. He gave the
birds away as Christmas presents to the fam-
ily’s business partners.

Swenson Builders was founded by Barry
Swenson in 1961, but Ron and Barry Swen-
son’s grandfather Carl Swenson began the

See SWENSON, page 2
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The Planets

May 10 & 11, 2025

At the California Theatre

SYMPHONY
SAN JOSE

Tatsuya Shimono, conductor
Symphony San Jose,Women of
the Symphony San Jose Chorale

Take the ultimate trip through
our solar system and experience
the Symphony like never before.

Don't miss the breathtaking
multimedia event featuring
Gustav Holst’s epic celestial
masterpiece with awe-inspiring
NASA images and footage
projected onto a giant screen on
stage.

This space odyssey begins with
Jessie Montgomery's Starburst
and concludes with Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart's final
symphony, nicknamed “Jupiter”
and long considered by critics to
be among the greatest
symphonies in classical music.

Tickets from $35 to $115

Contact us to learn more about our
group discounts, $25 Soundcheck
Pass (valid for all our Saturday night
concerts!) for patrons aged 5-25,
and our 50% off discount for
patrons under 17 years old.

www.symphonysanjose.org
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Continued from page 1

family’s first construction company in 1926.
The family has a century-long history of
constructing some of San Jose’s most icon-
ic buildings, including the De Anza Hotel
and San Pedro Square Market.

Urban Catalyst Founder Erik Hayden said
Barry’s white cowboy hat and boots gave
him a laid back first impression — until
they started talking about business and he
became a sharp and formidable force. Hay-
den said he supported San Jose’s culture,
including Christmas in the Park and the San
Jose Jazz Festival, among others.

Hayden worked with Barry about 15 years
ago when he was with Republic Urban Prop-
erties. His company had partnered with
Swenson Builders for the Ohlone projects,
an 8.32 acre multi-family apartment proj-
ect at the intersection of West San Carlos
and Sunol streets. Hayden said he is fortu-
nate for the opportunity to learn from Barry
early in his career.

Land use consultant Erik Schoennauer
recalled working with Barry when he was
chief of staff to former San Jose Coun-
cilmember Patricia Dando, then in his cur-
rentrole as a consultant working with devel-
opers on San Jose projects.

He said the Swenson family has impact-
ed Silicon Valley through revolutionary con-
struction projects and their philanthropy.

“He was incredibly generous and engaged
in the San Jose community, as a person,”

Those who knew Barry Swenson said he was
generous and affable. He often stood out in his
signature white hat. Photo courtesy of the Swen-
son family.

Schoennauer told San José Spotlight. “That
legacy is of equal importance to any phys-
ical building.”

The Bay Area
preens panist

Imes

Almaden
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for being a longtime
reader of this paper

We appreciate your continued
support of our local journalism.

AmadenTymes

Saturday, May 17th
10:00 AM

Arena Green East
340 WSt John St,
San Jose, CA 95110

RSVP at:
qrco.de/SOTC2025
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Library

Continued from page 1

remain committed to bringing strategies
forward that responsibly balance the budg-
et while also doing everything we can to
minimize impacts to vital programs and
services our community depends on, at the
library and throughout the city, and to our
employees.”

Commissioner Jose Abastida said he’s
pleased to hear the upcoming year’s cuts
are expected to have a minimal service
impact.

“We know we still have to go through the
June budget discussions and things are not
done — butthelibrary and education com-
mission’s main point is that we maintain
library safety and infrastructure,” he told
San José Spotlight. “That’'s where we’ll keep
advocating and fighting.”

With a 20% increase in foot traffic and
more than 3.6 million annual visitors to all
San Jose libraries since the pandemic,
Abastida said he wants to continue seeing
minimal impacts to the public library’s
budget in upcoming years.

“Given the increase in library users, I think
itwould make for a pretty persuasive argu-
ment that our San Jose residents need more
library services,” he told San José Spotlight.
“In the future, we would likely be advo-
cating for an increase in funding so we can
maintain staff and also library hours.”

City officials projected a $60 million 2025-
26 budget deficit in December, but after

reshuffling funds, the shortfall was reduced
to about $46 million, with a $53 million
budget shortfall anticipated for the 2026-
27 fiscal year.

Cabana said the public library’s future
investments will receive limited consider-
ation but is still able to take advantage of
prior funding.

“One actual addition we have is a one-time
investment of about $500,000 in our gen-
eral fund to increase funding for materials
acquisitions, which is coming from prior
years,” she said.

The city library system has already imple-
mented cost-control measures, including a
hiring freeze and limitations on employee
promotions. These measures have recent-
ly come under fire from labor organiza-
tions. Library workers rallied earlier this
month to call for an increase in funding for
essential city services.

Library and Education Commission Vice
Chair Angelica Ramos said libraries are one
ofthe few public spaces where families can
gather, learn and grow together. They pro-
vide a space for children to learn and pre-
pare before entering school, she added.

“The modern world demands digital lit-
eracy, yet in the self-proclaimed tech cap-
ital of Silicon Valley, tens of thousands of
families lack reliable internet access and/or
devices at home. Libraries have stepped in
to close this gap,” Ramos told San José Spot-
light. “At a time when information access
is under attack, we must take a standby
protecting our libraries — not gutting them.”
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Join the Almaden Community Center
In collaboration with the
Almaden Senior Association for an

OLDER AMERICANS

BARBEQUE BASH

In celebration of Older American’s Month, come for an outside
barbeque with hot dogs, chips, and a cold lemonade! Ice cream
will be provided by the Almaden Senlor Assoclation. An
unforgettable bash which will Include lawn games, entertainment
by Blue Sky Musical Group, and more!
#251.4.2002
Friday, May 23, 2025
1pm - 3pm
Member $8 | Non-Mem. $16
In the courtyard

Register in person or on www.sjregistration.com

Contact (408)268 - 1133 if you have any

! S i
questions - ’/A

May 17 & 18, 2025

lammer Theatre Center
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Goodwill of
Silicon Valley
opens first
outlet store

New Tully Road location offers

bulk shopping at deep discounts
By William Bellou
Publisher
oodwill of Silicon Valley cele-
Gbrated the grand opening ofits
first Goodwill Outlet store
located on Tully Rd. in San Jose.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony
included remarks from Goodwill of
Silicon Valley CEO Christopher Baker,
District 7 Councilmember Bien Doan,
and the Tully Road-Eastridge Busi-
ness Association (TREBA) Board
Chair Christina Bui.

The launch welcomed hundreds of
eager shoppers to the new Tully Road
location, which offers bulk shopping
at deeply discounted prices.

“Outlet stores are proving to be a
wise investment for Goodwill organ-
izations across the country, and, in
turn, a wise investment for commu-
nities,” said Baker. “By donating and
shopping, customers help fund vital
programs like job training, reentry
support, and housing assistance,
empowering individuals to achieve
self-sufficiency and easing the bur-

den on public resources.
Patronizing the outlet store is
an easy way to give back,
reduce landfill waste, and save
taxpayer dollars.”

The 25,000-square-foot
store at 1685 Tully Road is
open seven days a week from
9 am.to 7 p.m.

Goodwill Outlet stores offer
deeply discounted secondhand
items, with most merchandise
sold by the pound or at low [
per-item prices. Bargain §
hunters canbrowselarge bins §
organized by category thatare
refreshed hourly, uncovering
arotating selection of clothing
and textiles, housewares,
books, electronics, glassware,
toys and furniture.

Goodwill of Silicon Valley’s
network of donation centers
and retail stores fund essen-
tialjob training, inmate-reentry pro-
grams, and employment opportuni-
ties for those in need while also reduc-
ing waste in the region. Every dona-
tion and purchase directly supports
workforce development for individ-
uals facing employment barriers —
including veterans, those experienc-
ing homelessness, individuals with
disabilities, and the formerly incar-
cerated - helping them build skills,
secure meaningful jobs, and achieve
economic independence.

“The store will help train many peo-
ple, will help many community pro-
grams and that’s what makes a dif-

ference in our community,” said
Councilmember Doan at the ribbon-
cutting ceremony. “Thank you so
much to Goodwill, thank you to their
staff and thank you to our commu-
nity members for supporting.”

Added TREBA Board Chair Bui:
“Goodwill of Silicon Valley’s mission
for providingjob training, workplace
development and economic oppor-
tunity aligns with our vision for our
Tully Road East-Ridge Business Asso-
ciation. It’s also a hub for hope,
empowerment and community build-
ing.”

Goodwill Outlet stores have gained

popularity nationally among
resellers on platforms like
Amazon, eBay, Poshmark,
Etsy, and Bonanza. The new
store is one of 142 Goodwill
Outlet stores nationally and
18 in California. Unlike tradi-
tional Goodwill thrift shops,
outlets feature large bins filled
with donated items that either
didn’t make itto store shelves
or did not sell. At the Good-
will of Silicon Valley Outlet,
il furniture, bicycles, and over-
sized items will be priced indi-
vidually at steep discounts,
with a dedicated furniture sec-
tion offering even more great
finds.

Outlet stores typically have
a lively, competitive atmos-
phere, with shoppers sorting
through bins to uncover hid-
den gems. The store will have
shopping carts, but there is a limit-
ed supply.

“As bargain hunters, resellers, and
thrifting enthusiasts know, outlet
shopping is a unique experience -
fast-paced, ever-changing, and full of
surprises,” said Jessica Castello, Vice
President of Retail at Goodwill of Sil-
icon Valley. “Goodwill aims to make
it a true shopping adventure where
every minute counts. With patience
and a keen eye, shoppers can uncov-
er high-value treasures for just pen-
nies.”

For more information, please visit
www.goodwillsv.org.
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INSPIRE EXPLORE CHALLEN
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Writing & Grammar
Reading Comprehension

Academic Courses! Grades K - 12
*Online & In-Person

Now Enrolling!
2025 Courses and Summer Camps!

(408)839-5905
Visit: SCAASanJose.com

Ropenend Silver Creek Academy
F'Aﬂuﬁ 5619 Silver Creek Valley Road
e San Jose, CA 95138

Mathematics
Public Speaking & Debate
Logic & Critical Thinking

Speech & Debate
HSPT Test Prep
Academic Summer Camps
Test-Taking & Study Skills
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The burial site at Oak Hill Memorial Park for 2nd Lieutenant Robert T. McCollum who died when

a1 Al b g1l 2

his B-24J Liberator plane crashed into the Baltic Sea on June 20, 1944, due to a mid-air collision,

was laid to rest May 3.

McCollum

Continued from page 1
1944, where he was serving in the U.S. Army
Air Forces with the 565th Bombardment
Squadron, 389th Bombardment Group.
On June 20, 1944, he was the bombardier
aboard a B-24] Liberator (serial number
42-100351) during abombing mission tar-
geting enemy facilities in Politz, Germany.
While flying over the Baltic Sea near Lan-
geland Island, Denmark, McCollum’s air-
craft collided with another B-24 in the for-
mation and spiraled into the sea. Of the ten
crew members on board, two survived, were
captured, and later returned to U.S. cus-
tody. The remaining eight, including Lt.

McCollum, were declared missing in action.

After several unsuccessful searches, in
May of 1950, McCollum’s family was noti-
fied that Robert was deemed non-recover-
able.

In 2019, Danish divers discovered a WWII-
era aircraft wreck in the area where Lt.
McCollum’s plane was lost. After the site was
cleared of unexploded ordnance, teams from
the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency
(DPAA), the University of Delaware, and
the Royal Danish Navy conducted an under-
water survey. Human remains and other
significant evidence were recovered, ulti-
mately leading to the identification of Lt.
McCollum. There was an overwhelming and
undeniable abundance of evidence.

%

A rosette has been placed by Robert’s
name at “The Walls of the Missing” Memo-
rial in Cambridge, England to show that he
has been accounted for.

Recovery operations continue for the
remaining crew of airmen lost at sea on
McCollum’s plane.

Media may request video footage of the
funeral and planeside honors by calling
Laura Herzog at 714-904-0253 or e-mail-
ing - laura@honoringourfallen.org.

Atright: U.S. Army Chaplin Jay Sapaen Watan
officiated at McCollum’s funeral, leading hundreds
of people in the reading of the Lord’s Prayer.

SAVING WATER OUTDOORS IS £45Y
WITH OUR FREE WATER-WISE SURVEY

WaterSavings.org

/'é/ Valley Water
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It's easy & FREE
to get rid of your junk

Environmental Services

S5Jenvironment.org/junkpickup
Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

Help keep our neighborhood clean!
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<{ ACTIVE ADULTS 50+ Z

The Almaden Senior Association Members are a diverse group of enthusiastic active
adults 50+ who enjoy new learning opportunities, new experiences, and new adventutes.
Join us today. Meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that will
enhiance your fife and open new doots.

Membership offers opportunities to enjoy...

e Exercise Classes for all levels & abilities.

e Lunch events with entertainment run by members of the association.

e Trips to local and not so local places of interest.

Stop by the front desk at the Aimaden Community Center and ask for an application. Currently
Membership is free. Membership includes a copy of our newsletter and offers you discounts on
classes through San Jose PRNS.

Broadway San Jose, San Jose Center for the performing arts

Tickets are available now for the following show. Tickets are $95, cash or check
Moulin Rouge: Saturday, July 19, 2025, 2pm:

With its splendor, romance, glitz and grandeur.

To buy tickets, contact Donna Smith at dsmith95118@sbcglobal.net or 408.266.4938

Celebrate Older Americans Month: Alimaden Community Center

Join the AlImaden Community Center along with the Almaden Senior Association for a Barbeque
Bash in celebration of Older American’s Month. Come for a BBQ with hot dogs, chips and cold
lemonade. The Almaden Senior Association will have ice cream and toppings for you to Build
Your Own Sundae. Music by Blue Sky Musical Group.

$8 members, $16 non-members. Register online at https://www.sjregistration.com using number
251.4.2002. Or... register for this event and for a free membership at the Almaden Community
Center front desk. Call 408-268-1133 for more information.

Senior Safari will be back this summer. Visitors ages 50 and up are invited to visit San Jose’s
iconic Happy Hollow Park & Zoo for free on the 4! Thursday of each month from May to
October. The first date is Thursday, May 22", Get some fresh air and exercise as you enjoy
free admission, free parking, early entry to the park, the zoo, animal meet and greets and much
more. To get in free, you must arrive between 9 and 10 am.

Almaden Senior Association
at the Almaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120
https://almadenseniors.org
https://www.facebook.com/almadenseniors
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'Leno’s Law' offers

solution for car
collectors who have
difficulty complying
with state's smog law

By William Bellou
Publisher
B 712, also known as “Leno's Law,”
S offers a practical solution for owners
of collector vehicles that have difficul-
ty complying with the state's smog check
law. Leno's Law is sponsored by renowned
car enthusiast and television icon Jay Leno.

California's Senate Bill 712 aims to exempt
classic cars from California's smog check
requirements. Specifically, the bill would
exempt collector vehicles thatare 35 model
years or older from the state's smog check
law.

The Bill states that vehicles insured as col-
lector vehicles and at least 35 years old
would no longer need to pass the smog test
for biennial registration or when changing
ownership, as they currently do.

Here's a more detailed breakdown:

e Current Law:

Currently, collector vehicles (those insured
assuch) thatare 35 years or older are already
partially exempt from certain smog check
requirements.

e Leno's Law (SB 712):

This bill extends the exemption to include
all collector vehicles 35 years or older, fully

Voted

BEST DOG TRAINER!

& Day School

& Boarding

Result oriented puppy
& dog training solutions

630.938.3011

O JI

changing benavior«improving lives

& Private Training
& Board & Train & Puppy Classes
& Leash Reactive Dog Classes

& Dog About Town Classes

Leno's Law is sponsored by renowned car enthu-
siast and television icon Jay Leno. Photo cour-
tesy of Jay Leno

exempting them from smog checks.

¢ Why it's needed:

The bill aims to reduce bureaucratic bur-
dens on classic car owners and collectors,
while also recognizing the lower emissions
impact of these vehicles, which are typical-
ly driven less frequently.

e Support:

The bill is supported by individuals like
Jay Leno, who is also a sponsor, as well as
organizations like SEMA and the specialty
automotive aftermarket industry.

e Impact:

The passage of SB 712 would allow clas-
sic car enthusiasts to enjoy their hobby with-
out the added expense and hassle of smog
checks and would also preserve California's
automotive history.

THE MERCURY NEWS

BE
in Silicon Valley \svzozs
2024 & 2025

www.DForDogTraining.com
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Symphony San Jose presents ESPANA June 7-8 Performance to feature Spanish conductor Jose Luis Gomez and Spanish quitarist Rafael Aguirre

By William Bellou
Publisher

re-concert events will be held
P one hour before the per-

formance: Spanish tapas and
flamenco dance show on Satur-
day, June 7 at 6:30 p.m. and Sun-
day, June 8 at 1:30 p.m.

The season closes with Espafia
— a musical trip through Spain
led by Spanish conductor Jose Luis
Gomez and featuring Gabriela Lena
Frank’s Escaramuza, and Joaquin
Rodrigo’s Concierto de Aranjuez
performed by Spanish guitarist
Rafael Aguirre.

Espafiais Rodrigo's best-known
work, and ithas cemented his rep-
utation as one of Spain's most sig-
nificant composers. We’'ll also view
the Iberian Peninsula through the
lens of two "visiting" composers,
Ravel (France) and Rimsky-Kor-
sakov (Russia) and hear how each
portrayed Spanish music through
their distinct writing styles.

Pre-concert festivities occur one
hour prior to the concert.

Join Symphony San Jose for an
unforgettable pre-concert experi-
ence. Indulge in delicious Spanish
tapas while enjoying a mesmeriz-
ing flamenco dance show. Sip on
refreshing sangria and immerse
yourself in the vibrant and pas-
sionate atmosphere of Spain.

California Theatre, 345 South
First Street, downtown San Jose.

Convenient, inexpensive park-
ing is available at a city-owned
garage one-and-a-halfblocks from
the theater at San Carlos Street
with entrances on Second and
Third streets.

SINGLE TICKET PRICES: $35 to
$121.50 (Ticket prices include
$2.50 City Fee and Order Fee of
$4.00; Special Youth Ticket price:
A ticket for concert goers, age 17
and under, can be discounted up
to 50 percent when purchased
along with a full-price ticket.

TICKETS: Phone: 408.286.2600

Website: www.symphonysan-
jose.org

Email: jmeyers@symphonysan-
jose.org

Walk-Up Box Office: 325 South
First Street, San Jose, 95113. Locat-
ed between San Carlos and San
Salvador Street next to the Cali-
fornia Theatre. Ticket Office Hours:
Monday through Friday, 10am to
S5pm.

Conductor: Jose Luis Gomez

ARTISTS

Conductor: Jose Luis Gomez

Rafael Aguirre, guitar

THE PROGRAM:

Gabriela Lena Frank: Escaramuza

Joaquin Rodrigo: Concierto de
Aranjuez

Maurice Ravel: Rapsodie
Espagnole

Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov:
Capriccio Espagnole

Spanish tapas

Indulge in delicious Spanish
tapas while enjoying a mesmeriz-

ing flamenco dance show that will
captivate your senses. Sip on
refreshing sangria and immerse

Bring your yard to life!

Our rebates of up to $3,000
help make the change!

WaterSavings.org

yourself in the vibrant and pas-
sionate atmosphere of Spain.
www.symphonysanjose.org.

/‘é.« Valley Water
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$1,988,000
3 beds, 4 baths, 2,127 sq. ft.
3093 Stevenson Drive, Pebble Beach, CA

Call for Your Private Showing

Exclusive Pebble Beach Retreat! Your coastal dream awaits just steps from the shore. Nestled in prestigious Pebble Beach, this
exquisite single-level 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath residence sits a mere .7-mile stroll from the ocean. Located in the Pacific Grove School
District, a perfect harmony of elegance and comfort defines this remarkable property, beginning with its completely renovated
kitchen featuring premium marble countertops and custom solid wood cabinetry that will inspire your culinary creativity. Each
thoughtfully designed bedroom serves as a private sanctuary, offering the tranquility you deserve after a day exploring California's
stunning coastline. Recently upgraded with a new roof and gutter system. This home promises exceptional peace of mind and
minimal maintenance concerns for years to come. Inside, warm-toned wood floors flow throughout, creating a canvas ready for
your design vision. Discover your private oasis with a fully fenced backyard. This rare opportunity is in one of California's most
sought-after Coastal communities, located along the Country Club West corridor. Come and make this Pebble Beach gem your
own and embrace the distinctive lifestyle that only this prestigious location can offer.

Annette Boggs
REALTOR®/ FOUNDER
831-601-5800

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
DRE # 01317801

Above
and Beyond

REAL ESTATE

/B

www.aboveandbeyondca.com
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Times News

Santa Clara County Office of Education
appoints Toston new superintendent

By William Bellou
Publisher
anta Clara Coun-
Sty Office of Edu-
cation’s embat-
tled elected board has
found a new superin-
tendent, David M.
Toston.

Santa Clara County
Board of Education
Trustees have ap-
pointed David M.
Toston as the new
superintendent after five months
of political upheaval. Toston will
begin his new role May 1.

Toston previously served as sen-
jor advisor at the California Col-
laborative for Educational Excel-
lence. The organization focuses on
statewide education initiatives
focused on school equity and com-
munity engagement. Toston also
served as Associate Superinten-
dentatthe El Dorado County Office
of Education and Assistant Super-
intendent at the Sutter County
Superintendent of Schools.

Santa Clara County Office of Edu-
cation has been plagued with insta-
bility and division following the
controversial firing of former
superintendent Mary Ann Dewan

last October.

Dewan'’s firing came
after a federal inves-
| tigation in February
. | found that $135,370
| in federal funds were
misallocated. The funds
were earmarked for
preschool education
program Head Start
but ended up paying
for non-Head Start
staff and credit card
purchases while Dewan
was superintendent.

“I am deeply honored to serve
as Superintendent of the Santa
Clara County Office of Education,”
Toston said in an Office of Edu-
cation statement announcing his
appointment. “This role is both a
privilege and a responsibility, and
Ilook forward to partnering with
our trustees, SCCOE teammates,
districts, students, educators, fam-
ilies and community partners.
Together, we will demonstrate
what is possible through the
strength of our diversity—ensur-
ing every educator is supported
in preparing students to achieve
the hopes and dreams of their fam-
ilies and communities.”

Report: 2024's Top 10
states with the Best
Early Education Systems

California ranks 29th in nation

ith early education shown to boost future
Wearning potential but few states offering free

preschool programs, the personal-finance
website WalletHub just released its report on 2024's
States with the Best & Worst Early Education Systems,
as well as expert commentary.

In order to determine the best early education sys-
tems in America, WalletHub compared the 50 states
and the District of Columbia across 12 key metrics.
The data set ranges from the share of school districts
that offer a state pre-K program to the number of pre-
K quality benchmarks met and total reported spend-
ing per child enrolled in pre-K.

Quality of Early Education in California (1=Best;
25=Avg.):

¢ Overall Rank: 29th

« 18th - Share of 3- and 4-year-olds Enrolled in pre-
K, pre-K Special Education and Head Start

e 1st - Income Requirement for State Pre-K Eligi-
bility

« 1st - Total Reported Spending per Child Enrolled
in Preschool

e 14th - Total State Head Start Program Spending
per Child Enrolled in Preschool

e 1st - Monthly Child Care Co-Payment Fees as a
Percent of Family Income

Top 10 States with the Best Early Education Systems

N

RED DOG

HRES

RESIDENTIAL AND SMALL BUSINESS PAPER SHREDDING

DROP—OFF SHREDDING SERVICE
‘0’13’1‘ HIT SHRED!

PAPER SHREDDNG (ARD DRIVE
%1000 PER BOX
10'2'¥5"

~

gom|
2
=
o
]

SHREDDING

. OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT

Overall Rank  State Total Score  Access Rank Quality Rank Resources/Economic Support Rank
1 Arkansas 81.83 5 2 4

2 District of Columbia  74.47 1 24 6

3 Nebraska 74.46 7 4 24

4 Maryland 72.66 14 2 22

5 Oregon 70.08 13 19 1

6 West Virginia 67.84 8 11 20

7 South Carolina 67.41 19 4 34

8 New Jersey 66.75 10 11 19

9 Vermont 65.31 2 45 12

10 Connecticut 63.58 21 6 40

Partner with the
’ San Jose Police Department
in fighting crime by registering
your camera today.
HOW TO REGISTER
« Complete the registration form
Camera Archive & Mapping through sjpd.org or scan the
QR code below.
Helpful Tips:

footage

their home)

points of entry or concern

Front door, rear door, side gate,

« Know how to download your camera

« When mounting cameras, please be
aware of places where people may have
a reasonable expectation of privacy
(examples: their backyard or interior of

Focus and mount your video on key

Exterior Mounting Location Options:

If a crime occurs in your
community or place of

business, SJPD will contact
you for video footage.

All information is confidential.
Registration is voluntary and
there is no cost associated
with registration.

mzn noe‘

l PICKS UP

* DOCUMENT PURGES
* PICK UP DOCS
* ON-SITE SHREDDING

www.RE l)l)()(x‘sllll]* D.com
408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE + 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)

driveway/front parking lot, second floor
wide view and street view.

Keep batteries charged in your cameras.
Consider lighting around your cameras.

For assistance call the
Crime Prevention Unit (408) 277-4133.

SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT
201 W. Mission St.
San Jose, CA95110

https://www.sjpd.org/community/crime-
prevention/security-camera-registration
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Times Feature

Cortese to serve on Senate
Committee to assure
2026 World Cup and 2028

Olympics run smoothly

tate Senator Dave Cortese has been appointed
Sto a special committee on International Sport-
ing Eventsincluding the 2028 Olympics and the
2026 World Cup by California Senate President Pro
Tem Mike McGuire.
The bipartisan committee of 11 Senators is tasked
with ensuring the state’s preparedness to host both
the 2026 World Cup and 2028 Olympics. The FIFA

expected to flock to the state for both events.

“California is going to be on the world stage for
these two monumental sporting events and I will do
everything in my capacity to ensure public safety,
transportation and infrastructure are in the best
shape possible to make these events go smoothly,”
said Cortese, Chair of the Senate Transportation
Committee.

The Senate Special Committee will be holding a
series of hearings in the coming months.

The Special Committee will be chaired by Senator
Ben Allen (D-Santa Monica), vice-chaired by Sena-
tor Maria Elena Durazo (D-Los Angeles), and will
include the following Senators: Senator Bob Archule-
ta (D-Pico Rivera), Senator Dave Cortese (D-San Jose),
Senator Lena Gonzalez (D-Long Beach), Senator Laura
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REAL ESTATE GUIDE

ASHLEY CARROLL

CalRE #01947565

COLDWELL

BANKER B

<

(408) 313-1412

Ashley.Carroll@cbnorcal.com
www.AshleyCarrollHomes.com

"G DEE RAMIREZ

. Realtor Lic. #00683945
)
fFid

(408) 440-7617

Dee@DeeRamirez.com
www.DeeRamirez.com

REALTORS: YOUR AD GOULD BE HERE!

Richardson (D-South Bay), Senator Susan Rubio (D-
Baldwin Park), Senator Lola Smallwood-Cuevas (D-
Los Angeles), Senator Tom Umberg (D-Santa Ana),
Senator Suzette Martinez Valladares (R-Santa Clari-
ta), and Senator Aisha Wahab (D-Silicon Valley).

World Cup is estimated to bring in more than half a
billion dollars to both the Bay Area and Los Ange-
les. Meanwhile, the 2028 Olympics are projected to
create nearly 80,000 new full-time jobs with an $11
billion economic impact. Millions of spectators are

Atlas
Trillo.

Heating & Air Conditioning

Unbeatable
Savings on

STARTING AT $89 PER ISSUE! Call now U
place your ad by phone; (408) 494: 7000

One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.LT.
An Equine-Assisted-Learning Program for Women

- I SELF-CONFIDENCE
HVAC Services!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000! R
Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating LIFE SKILLS
and Cooling Systems
Many Payment Options to choose from
SAFE BOUNDARIES

Service Available Seven Days a Week
Licensed and Professional Technicians

Q Calltoday! (855) 447-2928

#*%$2000

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: on a New Cooling :
1 and Heating System with
\  ourBuyBackProgram! |
: :
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

"It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn
what these incredible teachers have lo offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

Cooling or Heating
System Tune Up

1 Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fired systems. Valid at participating
1 ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial
1 customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center |
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred
1 and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value S.001.
Offer expires 6/30/2025. License numbers avalable at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of Calfornia as Greenstar Home Services License 4 I
1 795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and I
I Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742033, ARS License #: 791820°.

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001
Offer expires 6/30/2025. License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #
79656, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and
Plumbing License #: 735540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820".

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net 408-778-3567




PAGE 10 ® ALMADEN TIMES = MAY 9 - MAY 22, 2025

408-289-9442
Total RV Repair Service
Complete Parts Service & Repair

SAN JOSE, CA

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Almaden Times
Serving the community since 1986

: i 6 F hvraed Ty 3
i "%estwals L0gethey N W Yo
W Almaden Times “ Uy

M Evergreen Times | ——

B Willow Glen Times Y
Source: University of r
North Carolina School '
of Media & Journalism
i
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Times Community

State Senator Cortese’s bill gives homeless youth

better chances for employment, college education

Bill passes by senate human

services committee

tate Senator Dave Cortese’s SB 33, which
S would establish a statewide guaranteed

income pilot program providing home-
less students with direct cash assistance to sup-
porttheirtransition out ofhigh school, cleared
the Senate Human Services Committee today
ona 5-0 bipartisan vote and now heads to the
Senate Appropriations Committee.

“The goal of my bill is to give unhoused stu-
dentsaccess to employmentand college,” said
Senator Dave Cortese. “The pilot program
would provide $1,000 in direct cash assis-
tance to youth from May 1, 2026 through
August 1,2026.”

“More than 270,000 students within Cali-
fornia’s K-12 school system are experiencing
homelessness, a number that has increased
by over 48 percent in the past decade. About
17,000 of these studentsareinthe 12thgrade,
an increase of about 2,000 students since the
committee saw this bill in the last legislative

cycle.”

D] Anthony Gaffield, a former high school
unhoused youth, now a youth advocate for
Young Invincibles, testified thathaving a guar-
anteed income would have had a big impact
on his life.

“Every day was a battle, notjust for survival,
but for any sort of hope. The weight of uncer-
tainty and survival often overshadowed my
ability to focus on my education, career goals
and my mental health,” he told the commit-
tee members. “I know how easy itis to become
invisible when you're on the margins of soci-
ety.”

« In Santa Clara County, approximately 5,000
studentsin K-12 werehomelessin2023-2024,
a500studentincrease fromthe previousyear,
accordingto the California Department of Edu-
cation.

¢ The guaranteed income pilot program is
titled the California SOAR (Success, Opportu-
nity & Academic Resilience Guaranteed Income
Program.)

¢ The bill also directs the Department to
measure student employment and education
attainment outcomes.

HAVE SOME NEWS
TO SHARE?

CONTACT US AT
times@timesmediainc.com
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Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex
(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in
International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!
Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

e Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior

e Drywall Repairs
» Handyman Services

We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!
30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686

Insured & Bonded

TEL: (408) 281-7500

www.faithpainting.com

Farth o,

TimesClassifieds

T
SPRING SPECIALS!

Gall us for details

LODOK 'Y
FREEEYSY

Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!
Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!

Reflections Mausoleum
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all
transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

NS SHOE 778

®408-270-0850
No Shoe is Ever Too 01d!

22

Mo

'VT1-F\

Hours:

Mon-Fri
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 = 270-0850
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Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

ROOF R

g

GUTTER CLEANING AND
EPAIR SPECIAL

Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
Roof Restoration and Home Maintenance.

Local Willow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814.

A\‘ks! A

<9

LIVING HOPE
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES

https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd.

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every

Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan- :

gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY: Training
ministers on how to

use their love for God :

: EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
: CENTER (EIC)

¢ http://www.eicsan-

: jose.org

to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives

within our community
: San Jose CA 95148.
 (408) 239-6668
EPISCOPAL CHURCH :
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you".

with God’s love.

IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave.

San Jose, CA 95120.
: are Muslims, and what

The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243 :
: way of life. Islam

i began in the 7th centu-
: ry. People who follow
+ Islam are known as

i Muslims. The Quran is
+ the Divine book that

i guides Muslims to

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

S

: ship and outreach,

i we strive to nurture
+ and grow a strong

: faith community of

¢ believers, a family of
: all ages, where each
¢ member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued
¢ and empowered to

: serve. Children are

: especially welcomed
i and cherished as an
: important part of

: God's family.

O

Som1TY

l Evergreen [slamic Center

2486 Ruby Ave,
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
Q) What is Islam, who

is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
+ latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
¢ (swt) protect you and
3 your family".

¢ Please visit our website
¢ to learn more.

: HOLY SPIRIT

: CATHOLIC CHURCH

: Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-
3 bers. If you are looking
+ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

: invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-
¢ munity. All are wel-

i come! We are located
Grace i : at 1200 Redmond
: !qul_' of Evergreen :

: GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

¢ 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

¢ Kettmann, across from
¢ the Public Library.

: Serving Evergreen for
: over 55 years.

: John Goldstein Pastor.
: john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
3 better community.

: Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,

: Other classical Instru-
: ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6

¢ Caring for your child

: with God’s love and

: affection.

: Check our website for
: current activities.

Avenue, San Jose, CA

¢ 95120. Mass is cele-
i brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our
+ weekend Mass sched-
: ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
: Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
fam,11:30am.and6 :
¢ p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m. or by

: appointment. Our

: Parish Office is open

i Monday - Thursday

: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
¢ and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

: with someone in our

i parish office.

God s One
Jafexd

: Rab lk Hai

: SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148

i The word Sikh (see-kh)
i means "disciple" or

¢ "student." A Sikh is a

: practitioner of the faith

¢ in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guruwho'is a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er" completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

: and learning. Sikhism

¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
¢ all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

i God (praying), earning
+ aliving by honest
means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

i with others. Currently
+ there are close to one
: million Sikhs living in

: the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

: living around the world.
¢ Sikhism is the 5th

¢ largest religion in the

i world. At the Gurd-

¢ wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome
: all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

: world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

: (food) in our kitchen

: which is open 365

: days of the year and

i serves complementary
¢ vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
< enter our history room

founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

-
5 )
T,

¢ on site and walk the

¢ beautiful grounds.

¢ Learn more about us

i and community events
: We sponsor by visiting
i our website;

: http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

: 5111 San Felipe Rd.,

¢ San Jose, CA 95135

: 408-223-1770

+ www.sfoasj.com

i We invite you to join

: our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

¢ green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-
¢ sive diverse communi-
: ty striving to serve as
: Disciples of Jesus

¢ Christ in the footsteps
: of St. Francis, offering
+ prayerful and joyful

: liturgies, evangeliza-

: tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to :
: the community. :
: We offer spiritual

: opportunities for all

: ages, including chil-

: dren's liturgy, dynamic
: E.C.H.0 Jr. High,

: L.G.N.LTE. High

: School, & North Star
¢ Young Adult Ministries, :
i along with small faith
¢ communities and

: opportunities to help
: the poor and marginal- :
: ized of San Jose.

: Our Chapel, Gathering

PM. Come join us and

¢ Hall, Parish Office, Mis- ¢
: sion Center, Parish Gift
+ Shop, and Memorial

: Garden are all located

: at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
: Please come join us in
¢ worship at any of the

¢ following times in our
¢ Chapel: Weekdays (M-
: Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
: days at 4:.00 PM (Eng-
: lish) and 5:30 PM

¢ (Vietnamese); Sundays
i at 8:00 AM (English),

¢ 10:00 AM (English),

i 12:00 PM (English),

¢ 4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
¢ and 6:00 PM Youth

i Mass (English). The

: Villages Gated Com-

: munity also features a
:+ Mass on Sundays at

: 8:15 AM at the Cribari
¢ Auditorium.

¢ For more information,

: please call or visit us at :
: the Parish Office open
: M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
i PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00

¥,

-

share your presence

i with us so that together
: we may grow and

¢ share our gifts to help

: build God's Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

: THE POINT CHURCH
i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148
: (408) 270-7646

: English Service:

¢ Sundays at 9:30 &

i 11:00 AM

: Spanish Service:

: 11:00 AM

¢ Cambodian Service:
i 11:00 AM

: Cantonese Service:

i 11:00 AM

¢ Mandarin Service:

i 11:00AM

Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):
: Every Saturday at 6:30
: PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com



STAY SAFE SPRING PACKAG
only $775.00, a value of $380!"

Prepare your vehicle for the season with a comprehensive winterization service designed to
ensure safety, efficiency, and reliability during colder months. This package includes:

Engine Oil & Filter Change (up to 5 gts. oil)
Includes Multi-Point Inspection

Coolant System Inspection & Top off

Check for leaks and proper functionality. N/
"\'\\//’7

Battery Performance Test /
Voltage testing and inspection of connections to prevent cold-weather failures.

Tire Care
Pressure check and adjustment.
Tread inspection for adequate traction in wet conditions.

Heater and Defroster Check
Ensure proper operation for driver comfort and safety.

Wiper Blades and Windshield Inspection
Top off windshield washer fluid.

Brake and Suspension Inspection
Ensure brakes and suspension are winter-ready for maximum safety.

Bonus:
15% off a future service booked within 30 days.

This package provides peace of mind and ensures your car is equipped for the challenges of
winter driving. Would you like to schedule your appointment today?

CALL US TODAY 408-477-2242
Www.SOSAUTOREPAIR com 3519 SAN FELIPE ROAD SAN JOSE, CA. 95135

DISCLAIMER: MOST VEHICLES. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER, PER INVOICE. NO CASH VALUE.
MUST MENTION THIS AD AT TIME OF DROP OFF TO RECEIVE SPECIAL/DISCOUNT. OFFER ENDS 5/31/25
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