
Outdoor living spaces have become sought-after
commodities among homeowners. A 2022 survey of
homeowners conducted by the New Home Trends
Institute found that open yards are less appealing
to home buyers than they once were.The survey
noted that just 28 percent of respondents chose
open yards, while 65 percent preferred patios and 55
percent chose decks. Green spaces remain popular,
but the survey indicates that many would-be home
buyers also want an outdoor living area to make the
most of their home exteriors.
Homeowners aspiring to transform their home

exterior spaces typically must decide between a deck
or pavers when the time comes to plan such areas.
That’s a personal choice homeowners must make,
but those without strong feelings on either option
can consider these tips as they try to decide if a deck
or pavers are for them.
• Determine your budget. Budget is a notable

variable with any home renovation project, and the
addition of an outdoor living space is no exception.
Thematerials homeowners choose will ultimately
determine the cost of each project. For example,
composite decking materials tend to cost signifi-
cantly more than wood decks, but that higher price

Looking to spruce up your space this summer without
spending a fortune? Habitat for Humanity’s ReStore
in Amherst is packed with affordable, one-of-a-kind
treasures ready for your next DIY masterpiece. From
seasoned crafters to weekend newbies, here are five bud-
get-friendly projects you can start this weekend using
ReStore finds— and feel great doing it!
1. Quirky Garden Beds fromOld Dressers
Transform a vintage dresser into a raised planter with

personality. Remove drawers, line the frame, add drain-
age holes, and plant herbs or flowers for a standout patio
feature.
2. Chic Outdoor Bar Cart from a Rolling Cabinet
Host in style with a DIY bar cart. Repurpose a rolling

file cabinet or bookshelf with bold paint, hooks for uten-
sils, and space for drinks. Perfect for summer BBQs!
3. Whimsical Patio Lighting from Vintage Finds
Light up your nights with mason jars, old light fix-

tures, or even metal colanders turned into lanterns. Use
battery-powered LEDs for easy, magical glow.
4. Chalkboard Planter Signs from Cabinet Doors
Grab small cabinet doors, slap on chalkboard paint,

and stake them in your garden for reusable, stylish plant
labels. Practical and oh-so-cute!
5. Refinish Your Deck for Less!
Find brand new waterguard stains and sealant in stock

now for less!

Why Shop ReStore?
Every dollar spent at ReStore supports Habitat for

Humanity’s mission to build affordable housing in
Lorain County. You’ll save big, score unique pieces, and
help keep materials out of landfills — all while tapping
into your creativity.
Visit ReStore Amherst Today!
Check out our ever-changing inventory of furniture,

décor, tools, and building materials. Your next project is
waiting — what will you create?
Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity ReStore -

Amherst
300 Rice Industrial Pkwy

Amherst, OH 44001
Tuesday –Thursday: 10am – 6pm
Friday – Saturday: 10am - 4pm

clevelandrestores.org

Transform Your Summerwith 5 ReStore DIYs
You’ll Wish You Started Sooner!

HHOME&&GGAARRDDEENN

How to decide between
a deck or pavers in an

outdoor remodel

SEE PAGE D5

Easyweekendprojects start at the
Amherst ReStore.

upcycle your summer

300Rice Industrial Pkwy

Tues–Thurs: 10–6 | Fri–Sat: 10–4

ReStoreAmherst
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EQUIPMENT RENTAL 800-622-7052
tuffmanequip.com

Sheffield/Avon

Norwalk
Sandusky

UNEVEN CONCRETE? We Pump It Up!

A-1 Concrete Leveling can have you back to using your repaired surface that same day.
Beware of Polyurethane Only Companies’ High Prices & Misleading Warranties.

www.a1concrete.com
Guaranteed, Bonded & Insured

440-327-0101 or

1-888-327-0103 FREE
ESTIMATESMMEEMMBBEERR

CLEVELAND

It’s as easy as
1-2-3

Small hole is drilled into sunken concrete
1” Grout Hole or 5/8” Poly Foam Hole.
Poly foam leveling offers the same great
results as our grout-based method.

1

A-1 grout or foam is pumped below
concrete2
After concrete has leveled, hole is
sealed off3

1”Grout
Hole5/8”

Poly
Foam
Hole

A-1 Concrete Leveling Is The Only Company
That Offers Both Grout Or Poly Foam

Leveling. Trust 3 Decades Of Experience To
Determine The Best Choice for Your Job.

COMMON
APPLICATIONS

• Driveways
• Sidewalks
• Patios/Porches
• Garage Floors
• Steps

• Slab Homes
• All Types of

Concrete
• Commercial &

Industrial Uses

• Interior Floors
• Any Concrete

Slab
• Void Filling/

Stabilization

$25OFF
Any Job
$250 or more

Present Coupon “After” Quote
Offer expires June 30, 2025. Not valid with any other offer.

$50OFF
Any Job
$750 or more

Present Coupon “After” Quote
Offer expires June 30, 2025. Not valid with any other offer.

For over 40 years, EcoTree Services LLC has been
Northeast Ohio’s premier choice for professional tree
care, rooted in a passion for preserving our environ-
ment. Based in Lorain, OH, our family-owned busi-
ness, now led by second-generation certified arborists,
combines decades of expertise with cutting-edge
equipment to deliver exceptional results for residential
and commercial properties. At EcoTree, we don’t just
maintain trees—we enhance their health, beauty, and
safety while protecting the ecosystem.
Our comprehensive services include tree pruning,

shaping, removal, stump grinding, lot clearing, and spe-
cialized treatments for issues like Emerald Ash Borer
infestations. Using state-of-the-art aerial lifts, cranes,
and eco-friendly techniques, our team ensures precise,

safe, and sustainable solutions tailored to your needs.
Whether it’s reviving a distressed tree or clearing a com-
mercial lot, we prioritize preservation and environmen-
tal responsibility, ensuring your outdoor spaces thrive.
EcoTree Services is BBB-accredited with an A+ rating,

reflecting our commitment to quality and customer sat-
isfaction. Our certified arborists provide free estimates,
walking you through every step to ensure transparency
and trust. From storm damage cleanup to proactive tree
health checkups, we’re equipped to handle projects of
any size with professionalism and care.
Choose EcoTree Services LLC for tree care that in-

vests in our planet’s future. Contact us today at 440-
988-4470 or visit ecotreeservices.com to schedule
your consultation and discover the EcoTree difference

EcoTree Services LLC: Your Trusted Tree Care Experts in Ohio

Did you know?
Landscape lighting has become increasingly popular
in recent years. Such lighting can extend living spaces,
and many homeowners report that a well-lit landscape
helps them feel more safe at home. Though the final cost
to light up a home’s exterior will depend on the size of
a property, landscape lighting is among the more bud-
get-friendly home renovations homeowners can con-
sider. According to the renovation experts at Angi.com,
the average cost of a landscape lighting project is $4,000.
Considering howmuch landscape lighting transforms the
look of a property at night, that’s a lot of bang for home-
owners’ bucks. Solar lights are popular, but homeowners
may want to consider electrical wiring that ensures lights
maintain their awe-inspiring glow throughout the night.
Electrical work requires additional labor, and thus a high-
er price tag. However, Angi notes that modern LED bulbs
consume just 25 percent of the energy used by incandes-
cent alternatives, which can make them a more reliable
option than self-installed solar lights.
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HEAT EXCHANGE HEARTH
& PATIO SHOPPE

 UPTO 50% OFF PATIO FURNITURE

 UPTO 20% OFF PELLET SMOKERS,
FLAT-TOP GRIDDLES, AND UMBRELLAS

 SELECT IN-STOCK ITEMS – WHILE
QUANTITIES LAST!

AT EXCHANGE HEARTH & PATIO SHOPPE
EVELAND’s FIREPLACE AND BBQ HEADQUARTERS

34205 LORAIN RD
NORTH RIDGEVILLE, OH 44039

(440) 327-6242

MON - FRI 10-6 • SAT 10-5 • SUN CLOSED

CLEVELAND’S BBQ, PATIO FURNITURE
& FIREPLACE HEADQUARTERS

EHEAT
CL
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Home for most people is a sanctuary
that offers comfort, familiarity and a
place to gather with family and friends.
Although home can be a welcoming
place, with so many people in the average
household humming along from day to
day, it may not always be the most serene
setting.
From teenagers playing video games

to video meetings in a home office to
dogs barking at the postal worker doing
daily rounds, there are plenty of poten-
tially distracting sounds in and around
a home. Lawn care workers with their
mowers and blowers also may contribute
to ambient noise. A dedicated quiet room
can be beneficial for anyone, and most
especially for people who experience
sensory issues.
What is a quiet room?
A quiet room is a space where a person

can enjoy peace and quiet in a distrac-
tion-free environment. According to
designer Rachel Cannon, “a quiet room
is a sanctuary from the stimulation and
overwhelm that we encounter every day.”
A quiet room may go by various names,
including a mindfulness room or cozy
cove, but the common goal is to remove
as many sensory distractions as possible

What is a quiet room? (And why you should create one at home)
so that an individual can disconnect from
the outside world and reap some calming
benefits. According to School Specialty,
LLC, an education resource provider,
schools are now providing quiet rooms
for over-stimulated students, and home-
owners can take similar cues to create
these relaxing retreats at home.
How to create a quiet room
The first step in establishing a quiet

room is to identify a location that is far
away from the main action of the house-
hold. A bedroom, basement, nook in the
garage, or even an attic can be a good
spot for a quiet room.
Soundproofing the space can make it

even more inviting. Sounds will bounce
off of walls and floors, but acoustic
panels can help muffle noises. If acoustic
panels are not in the design plan, thicker
draperies, wallpaper, carpeting, and
wall art can help counteract echoes and
noise infiltration. Soft furniture also can
absorb sound.
Small rooms work better as quiet spac-

es, as such areas can feel more cozy. Less
is needed to decorate the space if it is
on the smaller side. Bring in warm, soft
lighting and soft decor. A sound machine
playing favorite ocean or natural sounds

also can mask outside noises even more.
Establish rules that govern how the

quiet space is to be used. When some-
one is inside the area, they should not
be disturbed. If possible, use the quiet
room during naturally quiet times of the

day. Keep the room stocked with books,
journals, crafting items, or whatever it is
you need to unwind and relax.
Quiet rooms can be special retreats

homeowners use to escape the hustle and
bustle of a household.

Few home improvements can change the look of
a room faster and more affordably than a painting
makeover. In fact, homeowners often turn to paint
before they make any other renovations. Home Light, a
real estate technology company, says painting a home’s
interior can net a return on investment as high as 107
percent.
Although painting is a project that can be tackled

by do-it-yourselfers, there are various advantages to
calling in a professional to handle painting projects.
Here is a look at some of the benefits to working with a
professional painter.
Cut down on the job time
A professional painter can reduce the project time-

line. Painters have the skill set and experience to com-
plete a project in a timely manner. This means the job
will be streamlined from preparation to clean-up.
Pay attention to details
Professional painters are likely to do a job that is

nearly flawless, especially after homeowners exercise
their due diligence and vet painters carefully. Profes-
sionals will pay attention to the small details that less
experienced painters wouldn’t think about.
Reduce your workload
Painting can be a time-consuming job, and most of

it occurs even before you pick up a brush. It can take
hours to prep walls, patch holes, remove moldings, and
apply painter’s tape. Homeowners who do not have

much time are better off leaving trusting the project to a
professional.
Painters already have equipment
Do-it-yourselfers may need to buy new tools before

beginning the job. This means brushes, rollers, tape, tarps,
trays, and much more. Unless you plan to paint multiple
times, this can make stocking up a considerable invest-
ment. Professionals already have all the right gear and
tools of the trade.
Lasting results
Professional painters understand which products will

produce the desired results, depending on the wear and
tear of the space. Paints are not all created equal, and cer-
tain walls, floors and trim may require unique priming and
preparation that novices are not familiar with. Professional
painters can help ensure durability and save homeowners
from having to do the job again in a few months or years.
A safer experience
Painting can be a challenging job when it involves paint-

ing hard-to-reach spaces and/or climbing and balancing
on tall ladders. Homeowners are not at risk of injury when
hiring a professional painter. In addition, professional
painters should be licensed and insured. This means if an
injury or incident occurs, the homeowner will not be on the
hook for the cost.
A fresh coat of paint can produce amazing results.

Leaving the work to a professional can ensure a job is done
correctly and beautifully and completed on time.

WHY HIRING A PAINTER IS THE RIGHT CHOICE

KOCH BUILDING PRODUCTS
1615 E. Perkins Ave, Sandusky

(419) 625-5956 or (800) 223-KOCH
a Division of Koch Aluminum

SINCE 1952

DOORS, WINDOWS, PATIO COVERS
AWNINGS, ENCLOSURES, SCREEN ROOMS

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL APPLICATIONS

CONTRACTORS AND
DO-IT-YOURSELF
CUSTOMERS WELCOME,
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE
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tag also comes with less maintenance
and typically a longer life span. Pavers
may prove less expensive than composite
decking, but those cost savings may be
negligible if a yard requires extensive
excavation to prepare an area for a new
patio. It requires patience, but gathering
estimates of the various materials can
serve as a good starting point when plan-
ning an outdoor living space. In addition,
homeowners must recognize that mate-
rial costs can fluctuate considerably over
time, as such prices are often contingent
on a range of variables, including supply
chain issues. So it’s best to gather esti-
mates in a short period of time to make
the most accurate price comparisons.
• Identify your vision for the space.

Homeowners who have a vision for their
outdoor living space, even if they are not
sure about which material they prefer,
may find the process goes more quickly
and even more smoothly than those who
are unsure about what they want.Those
who prefer a flexible multi-use space may
be best going with pavers, as the spaces
can be easily converted and areas simply
designated as one might differentiate
between rooms inside the home. For ex-
ample, an outdoor living room can be sep-

arated with the installation of a pavillion
and fireplace, while kitchen and dining
areas can be separate spaces on the same
patio. Decks tend to be less flexible, which
might make them ideal for homeowners
who prefer an outdoor dining area but
don’t need a more expansive entertaining
space. Of course, decks can be as big as
homeowners choose, which can make the
spaces more multi-functional.
• Recognize both may be in your best

interest.Homeowners also should know
that many outdoor living spaces feature
both a deck and a paver patio. Homeown-
ers may like an elevated deck that steps
down to a patio, which can easily distin-
guish between the spaces and establish
the area as a multifunctional space.
Homeowners planning outdoor living

space projects may find themselves
choosing between a deck and pavers. Each
option can work, and homeowners may
even want to combine the two.

DECKOR PAVERS FROMD1 GO GREENWITH HOME CLEANERS
(Family Features) If you’re among those looking for ways to clean your home

while also going green, it may be easier than you think.
Consider these easy and affordable solutions to help you live more environ-

mentally friendly. You may be surprised to find you already have many of these
household products on hand.
Baking soda: A natural, safe, effective and gentle solution, baking soda can

serve multiple home cleaning needs. Make a paste of three parts baking soda to
one part water. Rub onto silver with a clean cloth or sponge. Rinse thoroughly
and dry for shining serving or decor pieces. Additionally, you can sprinkle baking
soda on upholstery and carpet to get rid of odors.
Vinegar:With the acidity to help get rid of dirt and grime around the home,

vinegar can be used to clean cloudy glassware. Simply soak paper towels or a
cloth in full-strength white distilled vinegar and wrap around both the inside
and outside of the glass. Let sit before rinsing clean. To remove lime deposits
on your tea kettle, add 1/2 cup distilled white vinegar to the water and let it sit
overnight. In the morning, boil the vinegar for a few minutes then rinse with
water.
Lemons:With a fresh, natural smell, lemons have the acidity to remove

soap scum, clean and shine brass and remove hard water deposits. Just spray
some lemon juice on tile surfaces to remove soap scum or hard water deposits.
Squeeze lemon juice on a cloth and use to polish brass around the home.
Houseplants: Plants serve as natural air purifiers. African violets and ferns

are beautiful ways to help clear the air.
Other easy, green ideas for keeping your home clean include opening win-

dows and doors while you clean to improve air quality and taking off your shoes
when you come inside, which can help avoid tracking dust, dirt, pollen and more
throughout the house.
Visit eLivingtoday.com for more eco-friendly advice.

440-988-4470
877.360.TREE

Make It Happen
WITHAHELOC
A Firelands FCU Home Equity Line of Credit
or Loan allows you to use the equity in your
home for remodeling projects or repairs,
new landscaping or to pay down debt.

Click firelands.orgCall 800-276-5775 Stop By your nearest branch!

Scan for more
information
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DREAMS TO LIFE

Diyanni Homes will help you create your dream home on your land. As a

true custom builder your ideas become reality. Our focus is on the

details so you can relax & enjoy your home for years to come.

Diyanni builds homes with luxury living in mind.

Building Homes That Last A Lifetime

SCHEDULE YOUR MODEL HOME TOUR BY CALLING 1-855-DIYANNI
OR VISITS US ONLINE AT DIYANNIHOMES.COM

Bringing Your
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