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WHAT’S WHAT’S 
INSIDEINSIDE  

SHIFT CLINIC
Integrative Medicine
Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626Drs. Murray & Shannon Smith • 23 West Main Street, Crosby • www.askdrsmith.com • (218) 851-9626

• In Person or TeleHealth Access (online health consultation) • Doctor-grade supplements delivered to your door 

Functional Medicine • Chiropractic • Acupuncture • Massage • Guided Weight Loss • Slim Laser • Magnesphere Resonance Therapy • PEMF 

 
Schedule your first appointment by June 7, 2025 and receive a

 FREE Consultation* *Up to 15 
Minutes

Fatigue Keeping You Down? CALL NOW! Get to the ROOT CauseFatigue Keeping You Down? CALL NOW! Get to the ROOT Cause

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

Hurry - 
Don’t Delay
Call Today!

Valuable Coupon

$79$79 BEAT THE HEAT BEAT THE HEAT  
A/CA/C

CHECK CHECK 
SPECIALSPECIAL

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Memorial Day usually marks the unofficial start of summer, so it’s essential to get your air conditioning system ready to handle 
the hotter temperatures before they  arrive.  If you’ve got an older air conditioning unit, it’s even more crucial to keep a regular 

maintenance schedule. It can mean the difference between a cool, comfortable home or one that feels like an oven. 
Avoid longer wait times for service as the temperatures rise!

Don’t let the heat 
cause an A/C meltdown 

in your home!

*Subject to credit approval. Restrictions apply. See store for details. **In-stock items only.

16413 Highway 371, Brainerd, MN  56401 • 218-828-3020
2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371furniture.com

371sales@gmail.com • Hours: Monday - Friday 9-6, Saturday  9-5 and Sunday 11-4

Buy It 
Today... 
Have It 
Today!**

 Locally 
Owned and 
Operated

2 Miles North of Baxter on 371 • www.371Furniture.com

16413 State Hwy 371 • Brainerd, MN 56401
218-828-3020

Locally Owned and Operated

Buy it Today... Have it Today!**

*Subject to credit approval. Restrictions apply. 
See store for details. **In-stock items only

Buy Now, Pay Buy Now, Pay 
Over Time With Over Time With 

Special FinancingSpecial Financing  *

White GloveWhite Glove
DeliveryDelivery

ProfessionalProfessional
SetupSetup

371 FURNITURE & MATTRESS371 FURNITURE & MATTRESS

EXTRAVAGANZAEXTRAVAGANZA

MEMORIALMEMORIAL
DAYDAY

We Have 
Futons! 

We Are 
Outrageously 
Overstocked 
On Sunnyside 

Poly Amish Made 
Outdoor Furniture!

Come and See our Wall Art!
HUGE in-Stock Selection!

Twin/Twin 
Bunk Bed

$197

Queen Size 
Sleeper

$697

$297
Limited Quantities 

Available

Special 
Purchase Sofa!

Hours: Mon - Fri 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM, Sat 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM & Sun 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Need the Sofa glorified a little more.  Just a description 
will help.
“Special Purchase Sofa!”
“Limited Quantities Available”

Thanks,
371 Furniture & Mattress
16413 MN-371
Brainerd, MN 56401

218-828-3020

FURNITURE SPECIALSFURNITURE SPECIALS

42190 State Hwy 210 West, Aitkin, MN 56431
(218) 927-6446 • unclaimedfreightnorth.com

Hours: Monday - Saturday: 9am-5pm • Sunday: Closed

MATTRESSES ▪TOOLS ▪ GIFTS ▪ HOUSEHOLD ▪ FURNITURE

WE HAVE 
LIVE BAIT

NIGHTCRAWLERS
LEECHES

WE HAVE 
AMMO

PROPANE 
AVAILABLE

INCLUDING FOR MOBILE 
HOMES

Fyne-Dyme Power Reclining Loveseat with Console   $1,539.98 Fyne-Dyme Power Reclining Sofa  $1,559.98

Wynnlow Bedroom Set  $859.98 $$659659.98.98

Gesthaven Dining Table with 4 Chairs and Bench (Set of 6) $679.98

Mahoney Sofa Sleeper  
$849.98

Nerviano Recliner 
$359.98  

SAVE
23%!

SAVE
23%!

SAVE
24%!

SAVE
25%!

SAVE
24%!

$$269269.98.98

$649.98

   $   $519519.98.98

$1,199.98 $1,179.98

Spring O Pedic Winston Eurotop
$899 QUEEN
$1199 KING

Spring O Pedic Black Eurotop
$1099 QUEEN
$1399 KING
Queen Size Adjustable Bases Starting at: $89998

FREE DELIVERY*
SET-UP* REMOVAL 

*20 miles radius with mattress purchases over $499

BEST
PRICE!

BEST
VALUE!

BEST
REST!

Spring O Pedic 300
 Eurotop
$599 QUEEN
$849 KING

Open Sunday 9-2 and Memorial Day Monday 9-5

Call Eric at 
218-821-1393

YOUR SUCCESS
IS OUR GOAL
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es in Crosby and Deerwood.
Construction begins imme-

diately, with completion of 
Phase One projected for the 
fall of 2026. 

Future plans—Phase Two 

of the project—include an 
educational wing, offices, an 
adoration chapel, and a new 
rectory, signaling a vibrant 
and growing Catholic

With shovels in hand and 
spirits lifted by song and 
prayer, the St. Joseph Catholic 
Church community turned 
a long-awaited dream into 
motion on Sunday, May 18 
as they broke ground on their 
new church campus on Deer 
Trail Drive between Crosby 
and Deerwood.

On a cool spring day, Bish-
op Daniel Felton of the Dio-
cese of Duluth and St. Joseph’s 
pastor Fr. Elias Gieske led a 
joyful crowd of parishioners 
and visitors in a ceremonial 
blessing of the land. A rec-
itation of the rosary echoed 
through the 30-acre site—ten 

of which remain wooded—
marking the spiritual founda-
tion of what will soon be a 
new home for the faithful of 
the area.

“It is really exciting to fi-
nally be at this point,” said Fr. 
Gieske. “I can’t wait to see the 
building begin to take shape. I 
want to thank the parishioners 
for continuing to support the 
church operating costs and the 
building project.”

The $10 million develop-
ment kicks off with Phase 
One: a 600-seat tradition-
al-style church and a welcom-
ing social hall outfitted with a 
commercial kitchen and seat-

ing for 280—expandable to 
accommodate twice as many. 
It’s a significant milestone for a 
project nearly a decade in the 
making, sparked by the 2016 
merger of the Catholic church-

St. Joseph Catholic Church breaks ground for new church

Continued on Page 4

Bishop Daniel J. Felton and Father Elias Gieske at the 
ceremonial groundbreaking for the new St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church in Crosby on May 18. Construction begins immediate-
ly and is expected to be completed by the fall of 2026. 
			   Joan Hasskamp photo
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at Heartwood Care CenterGrand Opening

Includes:
- Community Tours
- Food and beverages
- Musical entertainment
- Drawing

You’re Invited! 
Heartwood Care Center 
Grand Opening 
June 30, 2025  |  1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

For Delivery or Pickup
1-888-450-3460

Washed Sand • Washed Rock
Class 5 Gravel • Fill Sand

Crushed Concrete • Granite Accepted

AGGREGATE:AGGREGATE:

ComfortComfort  
Where You Want It Where You Want It 

Contact us to find out more!

  www.duffneyrefrigeration.com

DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, INC.INC.DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, DUFFNEY REFRIGERATION, INC.INC.
the coolest guys aroundthe coolest guys around

A furnace /central air equipment
 and mini split are quiet, energy 

efficient, and you can even receive a 
rebate  from your power company, 

up to  $1,200  per heat pump!  $1,200$1,200  

 — and   — and  SavingsSavings    too!too!

Call Chris Today!
218-330-1727 cell 

Hurry!

Serving Central Minnesota | 218-927-6777Serving Central Minnesota | 218-927-6777
Phone:   1-866-383-3639 (1-866-DUFFNEY)Phone:   1-866-383-3639 (1-866-DUFFNEY)

17698 MN 6 
Deerwood 

ruttgers.com/dining/white-oak-grill

Memorial Day Weekend EventsMemorial Day Weekend Events
Friday,Friday,  May 23May 23  

Games on the Green: 
Ladder Golf, Giant Jenga, Connect 4  9 a.m.-8 p.m.,  

Bingo 7-8 p.m., Bonfire-n-Smores 8:30-9:30 p.m.

Seafood BoilSeafood Boil  Seafood BoilSeafood Boil  5–8 p.m. 

White OakWhite Oak
          G r i l lG r i l l
Sunday - Wednesday 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Thursday - Saturday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Auntie M'sAuntie M's
OPEN Daily
7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

(Beginning May 23)

The Garage, Ann’s Boutique &The Garage, Ann’s Boutique &
 Bay Lake Boutique Bay Lake Boutique  OPEN Daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Become a Season pass holder:  ruttgers.com/golf/passes

Alec's Alec's 99  Golf CourseGolf CourseAlec's Alec's 99  Golf CourseGolf Course
 Open 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. Daily

      Jack's 18 Jack's 18 Golf CourseGolf Course
         Open 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. Daily

Book your teetime at ruttgers.com/golf

17698 MN 6 
Deerwood 

25039 Tame Fish Lake Rd., Deerwood

218-678-2885 •  ruttgers.com  

Saturday,Saturday,  May 24May 24  

Sunday,Sunday,  May 25May 25

Northwoods DJ playing tunes 6-9 p.m
Games on the Green:  Bocce, Cornhole, Spikeball  9 a.m.-8 p.m.,  

Slingshot Alley 2-3  p.m. $10 fee per person Meet at Alex 9 Golf Shack
Family Craft  $8 fee per craft 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Bonfire-n-Smores Lakeside Fire Pit 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Games on the Green:  Bocce, Cornhole, Ladder Golf, Giant Jenga 9 a.m.-8 p.m.,
 Family Craft: Tie Dye  $20.00 - T-shirts provided /  Build-a-Critter 

$25.00 4-5  p.m. 
Bonfire-n-Smores Lakeside Fire Pit 7:30-8:30 p.m.

CookoutCookout  5–8 p.m. 

Outdoor CookoutOutdoor Cookout  12–2 p.m. 

Speed Puzzle Night  Speed Puzzle Night   6-7 p.m. 
$12 per team - Teams of 4 or less race to complete a 500 piece puzzle. After 

one hour, the most completed puzzle wins. Register by calling 218-678-4666. 

OPEN Daily
11 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

OPEN Daily
Breakfast
7 - 10 a.m.

& The Deck

Heritage Fund has expanded 
her offerings.)

Some of the products Koe-
hler offers include solid sham-
poo bars, soap, bath bombs 
and shower steamers. As a sat-
isfied customer, I can tell you 
that Koehler will put together 
a unique gift pack or help you 
select just the right product for 
your special person.

She is open middays, and, 
keeping it family friendly, 
she takes her children to 
work with her and has a 
child-friendly area in the store.

Skye Fiedler, who previous-
ly owned Wise Skye Gifts and 
then the Green Owl Gallery, 
got bit with the bug to come 
back downtown. She is open-
ing Green Owl Gifts in the Ri-
alto Theater building in Aitkin 
this week. The  new shop will 
feature yarn, embroidery floss, 
yarn and crochet accessories, 
candy, jewelry and more.

Ginger Marie’s Clothing 
and Gift Shop on Minnesota 
Avenue North is closed now 
but a sign advertises that an 
antique store is coming soon 
to that former Ben Franklin 
space.

Nallely Koehler in her new All Ways Nature store in Aitkin. 	
	 Ann Schwartz photos

By ANN SCHWARTZ
The heartbeat of a small, 

rural community is its down-
town and Aitkin is no ex-
ception. Shoppers can find 
healthcare, thrift stores, retail, 
banks, financial services, gas, 
oil, a post office, hardware, 
lumber, arts, gifts, 
attorneys, printing, 
real estate, history, 
medicine, police, 
insurance, accoun-
tants, a school, fit-
ness, yoga, church-
es, a movie theater, 
restaurants, ice 
cream, cof fee, 
flowers, lawncare, 
economic devel-

opment, nonprofits and much 
more. One can find both 
things one wants and things 
one needs.

A recent change was the 
acquisition of Aitkin Flowers 
and Gifts by Crystal Thomsen 
of Palisade. The flower shop 

remains inside the store as 
it has for many years on the 
stoplight corner of Minnesota 
Ave. N. and Hwy. 210. But the 
former gift shop is now the Ait-
kin Vintage Market, featuring 
various vintage displays and 
contemporary gift items, such 
as soap by Ole Lake Farm. 
Laura Smith of Aitkin is the 
floral designer.

“We are having our grand 
opening on Friday and Sat-
urday, June 6 and 7,” said 
Thomsen, who has a back-
ground in antiques. “I want 
to emphasize that the flower 
shop remains open and we 
sell stems, bouquets, arrange-
ments and plants and garden 
items. We have a Facebook 
page for each business and 
we will rent space to vendors 
in the Vintage Market.”

Just up the street to the 
north, Nallely Koehler opened 
an exquisite storefront for 
her All Ways Nature shop of 
creative self-care products. 
Known for peddling her wares 
at various farmers’ markets 
and in other shops, and selling 
on Etsy, Koehler took over the 
space formerly occupied by 
Rita Fortunato’s Art Studio in 
the Ripple Center (Butler’s). 
(Fortunato, who offers classes 
and lessons for all ages, and 
sells arts pieces and cards, 
moved into a larger space on 
the main floor of the build-
ing. Recent grants from the 
Minnesota Arts and Cultural 

Heartbeat of downtown Aitkin pulses with new shops and more coming

Laura Smith, floral designer and Crystal Thomsen, owner 
showcase floral arrangements at Aitkin Flowers.

Vintage items on sale in Aitkin Vintage 
Market housed with the flower shop.  

S u m m e r 
EBT is now 
SUN Bucks. 
SUN Bucks 
i s  a n  i n -
come-based 
food support 
program that provides fam-
ilies with $120 per eligible 
school-aged child to buy 
groceries when school is out 

for the 
s u m -
m e r . 
S U N 
Bucks 
i s  a 
feder-

ally funded program admin-
istered by the Minnesota 
Department of Children, 
Youth, and Families and the 

Minnesota Department of 
Education.

School-aged children be-
tween the ages of 7-17 whose 
households participate in 
specific public assistance 
programs, or children who 
have an approved appli-
cation to receive free and 
reduced-price school meals 
through the National School 
Lunch Program or the School 
Breakfast Program.

New SUN Bucks cards 
will be mailed to families in 
late May through September 
2025. The benefits can be 
used at grocery stores, farm-
ers markets and other retailers 
that accept EBT cards.

For more information on 
the SUN Bucks program, visit 
dcyf.mn.gov/sun-bucks

Sun Bucks available this summer
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Websites  
STELLAR WEB PROS  Website, SEO & Digital Design 
Agency in the Lakes Area - Offering high-quality, 
budget-friendly websites for businesses and organi-
zations. Contact us for your FREE no-obligation site 
design proposal today. StellarWebPros.com

     Flooring
JEFF WIBERG HARDWOOD FLOORS Installing, Sanding, 
Refinishing • Over 20 Years Experience 218-330-2576 
Check Me Out On Facebook 

Contractors  
R a d t k e  R e m o d e l i n g  &  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
Custom Built Homes • Remodeling • Garages 
N e w  A d d i t i o n s  •  P o l e  B u i l d i n g s  • 
G e n e r a l  C o n t r a c t i n g  •  I n s u l a t i o n 
D e a n  R a d t k e ,  A i t k i n .  L i c .  # 2 0 1 0 8 7 5 8 
www.radtkeremode l ingconst ruc t ion .com   
218-678-3403• 218-839-6103 2024w39

     Heating & Air Conditioning  
Ken’s  Heat ing  & Mobi le  Home Supply  
LP & Natura l  Gas  •  Nat iona l ly  Cer t i f ied 
Service Technician  –  over 30 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial  •  Mobile Home 
Heating and Air Conditioning • RV’s/Supplies 
218-821-6720  •  Aitkin • kensheatingllc.com  w09/ 2025

READER RIBBETSREADER RIBBETS

COMMUNITY EVENTSCOMMUNITY EVENTS

Get on the list for Summer Mowing and Yard Maintenance

Full Service Lawn Care 
Lawn Mowing/Trimming • Debris Removal 

Tree Trimming • RipRap and Shoreline Repair 
Paver & Retaining Wall Repair & Installation

Turner & Son 

Reasonable • Experienced • Reliable 

We Do Rock Work, We Do Rock Work, 
& Fire Pits& Fire Pits  

Get 
on the 
List for 
Spring 

Clean Up

Call for 
a FREE 
Quote!

Serving the 

Lakes Area
  Tim Turner  218-866-2349Tim Turner  218-866-2349
David Turner  651-242-4796David Turner  651-242-4796

May
22nd -24nd - JFHML Friends Mini Book Sale at Hallett Library. Thursday and Friday, five books for $1; Sat-

urday bag sale.
30th - Registration deadline for the The Hallett Center of Crosby Kids Camp from June 2 to August 22. The 

camp offers three sessions: June 2 – June 27, June 30 – July 25 and  July 28 – August 22 Camp hours are 
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, call 218-546-2616 or visit the Hallett 
Center at 470 8th Street NE, Crosby.

31st - Because of Brandon ATV Ride. Guided rides with a dart run on Miller Black Bear/Section 6 Trail System 
starting at 10 a.m. A free will lunch provided. Fund-raiser for juvenile diabetes education. Contact Andy 
Suchla 612-669-6317 

31st -  Aitkin Food as Medicine Festival, 10 a.m.-1p.m. at the Aitkin Farmer’s Market, 190 Southgate Dr., Aitkin 
clearlakegardens.org/events 

31st - Bird Hikes at the Northland Arboretum, 8 a.m. Binoculars are provided or bring your own. Open to the 
public. Free for members, $10 gate fee for non-members. Northland Arboretum is located at 14250 Con-
servation Drive, Brainerd. Call 218-829-8770 for more information.

31st - Shop 4 Free at Faith Baptist Church, 229 28th St. E. Brainerd, 9am-2pm. Free clothing, housewares, 
toys, books and more.

June
2nd, 5th & 9th - Northland Arboretum Stepping Stone Garden Art class 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. each evening The 

cost is $45 for Arboretum members or $50 for non-members, and spaces are limited.  Call Northland 
Arboretum at 218-829-8770 to register or learn more.

5th - Music in the Park, 5- 8 p.m., at Crosby Memorial Park on Serpent Lake. Call Cuyuna Lakes Chamber 
at 218 546-8131 for more info. 

7th - Take a Kid Fishing event hosted by Community Effect on Serpent Lake in Crosby. For more information 
contact Tyler Scull at 612-212-5772.

8th - Cuyuna Off-Road Triathlon. Paddle, shred and tread the red in the Cuyuna Country State Recreation 
Area. Visit www.cuyunaoffroadtri.com to register. 

13th - Registration deadline for the Northland Arboretum quarter-mile guided Pink Lady’s Slippers hike on 
June 19 at 5:30 p.m.  A pink-themed bash featuring delicious food and drinks will follow. Tickets are $25 
for Arboretum members or $30 for non-members, and the fee is non-refundable. To secure your place or 
get more details, call Northland Arboretum at 218-829-8770. 

14th -  Woodtick Races in downtown Cuyuna at the Woodtick Inn. Races start at noon.  Call Bill Bedard at 
218-546-5883 for more info.

19th - Music in the Park, 5- 8 p.m.,  at Crosby Memorial Park on Serpent Lake. Call Cuyuna Lakes Chamber 
at 218 546-8131 for more info. 

20th - 22nd  Midwest Mountain Bike Fest Expo,  Croft Historical Park, Crosby.  Scavenger Hunt Challenge 
and Vintage Mountain Bike Meetup and Group Ride 

Send your community events  to hopper@crosbyironton.net

northernairplumbing.com 
24/7 Emergency Service (218) 927-6828

$79 BEAT THE HEAT 
A/C CHECK SPECIAL

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Hurry - Don’t Delay!

ENTURE

ORTH

ANDSCAPE

FREE ESTIMATES 
CALL CHRIS • 218-330-1748

 

Landscape Design and Installation 
Landscape Remodel  •  Landscape Repair 

Paver Patios and Walkways 
Paver Cleaning and Repair 

Retaining Walls 
Black Dirt and Lawn Repair 

Lakeside Work  •  Bobcat Work 
Timber, Rock and Boulder Work

by Design 

Today [May 19] is the last day 
of the 2025 legislative session. 
With state leaders announcing 
a budget deal last Thursday we 
were hopeful it will get us to an 
orderly end of session today. The 
agreement was reached by House 
Republicans and Democrats, 
Senate Democrats, and Governor 
Walz. Senate Republicans took 
part in discussions, but we were 
not part of the final handshake, 
did not sign off on the agreement 
and have not committed one way 
or another to backing the plan.

There are some good things and 
some bad things in the agreement, 
and a lot of work is still left to 
reach an agreement before the 
constitutionally mandated end 
of session, which will be tonight 
by midnight. Stay tuned for more 
to come.

Also, on Wednesday, Senate 
Democrats passed a Health and 
Human Services budget bill 

The 2025 Mille Lacs Energy 
Cooperative Annual Meeting 
was held on Thursday, May 15th, 
at MLEC Headquarters in Ait-
kin. There were 186 registered 
members, with a total of 296 in 
attendance.

The election results had a total 
of 1,404 ballots cast with 64 bal-
lots cast at the meeting. For District 
1, Mark Anderson ran unopposed 
and was elected by acclamation. 
For District 2, Carol Pundt received 
1,089 votes via mail and online 
and 49 at the meeting for a total of 
1,138. Kevin Waterston received 
251 votes via mail and online with 
15 votes cast at the meeting for a 
total of 266 votes. 

The theme for the meeting was 
“Moving Forward While Remem-
bering the Past.” Members heard 
comments from Board President 
Harold Harms, who talked about 
the various projects MLEC com-
pleted in 2024 and how we have 
adjusted to our new location. 
CEO Sarah Cron explained our 

 It amazes me that Crosby’s may-
or, her council and the supposed 
eco. dev. comm. they financially 
support, continue to expect new 
businesses to spend hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to restore their 
properties, yet sit silently allowing 
for more private residential prop-
erties to become overtaken with 
blight. They cowardly expect their 
complaint driven system to bal-
ance things out, but when less than 
eight hours a week gets dedicated 
to addressing the complaints our 
city’s representatives feel should 
be addressed, not much gets 
achieved. 

In fact, Crosby’s blight problem 
is the worst its ever been. There 
are just too many properties that 
have been uncompliant and prob-

We are in the final days of the 
legislative session, with the consti-
tutional adjournment date of May 
19th coming up fast on Monday. A 
lot is happening quickly. Bills are 
being passed off the House floor 
one after another, including the 
education finance and policy bills 
that were debated and passed late 
last night.

Yesterday, there was a rally at 
the Capitol pushing for free health 
insurance for people who are in 
our country illegally. I want you to 
know I stood firmly against it. Your 
hard-earned tax dollars should not 
be used to fund benefits that many 
Minnesota families can’t even 
afford for their own kids. That’s 
not justice, and it’s not right. We 
need to focus on taking care of our 
citizens first.

On the budget front, lawmakers 
and the Governor reached an 
agreement late Wednesday night. 
It’s a step in the right direction to 
clean up the mess left by the last 
DFL-controlled session. Here’s 

that continues taxpayer-funded 
healthcare for illegal immigrants, 
even as our state faces a $6 
billion deficit. With the budget 
agreement that was announced 
on Thursday, the Senate Democrat 
HHS budget proposal will not be-
come law. An updated bill is still 
to be written. But it is important 
to note what their true position is.

When this program began in 
January, it was expected to enroll 
just under 6,000 individuals in the 
first year. But only four months in, 
enrollment has already exploded 
to more than 20,000 people. Pro-
jected costs have more than tri-
pled, now topping $600 million.

Meanwhile, California (hardly 
a model of fiscal responsibility) 
just announced plans to pause 
new enrollment in a similar illegal 
immigrant healthcare program 
due to soaring costs.

If even California liberals re-
alize this is unsustainable, why 

financial outlook for the future 
and answered questions about the 
access charge. Accounting and 
Finance Manager Mark Vosacek 
presented the financial report to 
the members. 

Special guest speaker Zac Ruzy-
cki, Power Supply Director of 
Great River Energy, gave a whole-
sale power report. He discussed 
carbon-free legislation and rate 
projections for the future. Chuck 
Schotzko, MLEC Community 
Trust Board President, thanked 
members for their generosity of 
contributions to Operation Round 
Up, a program in which members’ 
bills are rounded up to the nearest 
dollar, and the money raised is 
given back through grants to local 
organizations.

Various questions were an-
swered in the Ask the Co-op 
section of the meeting. Everyone 
who attended had the opportunity 
to submit their questions and have 
them answered by MLEC staff and 
board members.

lematic for a town our size, some 
of which have been on record for 
over a decade. But our mayor and  
puppet council don’t seem to have 
the initiative to work on solutions. 
As an example, after one couple 
invested over a half million dollars 
restoring their formerly vacant 
building, their guests now enjoy 
the panoramic, scenic views of 
three of the worst properties our 
town has to offer. In addition, these 
dilapidated, junk filled properties 
happen to be what everyone first 
notices when driving into town.  
Its bad enough our mayor and her 
puppet council continue to throw 
the tax paying residents under the 
bus, but foolishly they are even 
ignoring our business owners best 
interests. Its embarrassing and  

some highlights from the deal:
• We stopped the Governor’s 

sales tax hikes, the social media 
tax, the provider tax increase, and 
a new top income tax tier

• We protected non-public 
school funding, a win for religious, 
charter, and homeschool students 
across our state

• We froze enrollment in illegal 
immigrant healthcare programs 
and are phasing out adult coverage 
by 2026

• We made smart investments in 
county technology and shut down 
wasteful projects like the Northern 
Lights Express train to Duluth

There’s still work to do. Confer-
ence committees are taking these 
budget targets and turning them 
into real bills. There may be some 
bumps along the way, but I’ll keep 
fighting to make sure your tax dol-
lars are protected and our values are 
reflected in the final deal.

Demanding Transparency from 
our Attorney General.

After a House Fraud Committee 

can’t Minnesota Democrats?
Senate Republicans offered 

multiple amendments to stop this 
spending and instead invest in 
real priorities that help Minnesota 
families, like mental health ser-
vices, early learning scholarships, 
and support for childcare provid-
ers. Democrats voted against all 
of them.

It’s clear where their priorities 
lie: expanding state benefits for 
those here illegally, while asking 
hardworking Minnesotans to pay 
more and get less. That’s wrong. 
With a massive deficit on the 
horizon, we should be protect-
ing programs that support our 
citizens, not programs for illegal 
immigrants.

If you have any questions or 
feedback, I would love to hear 
them! Please reach out any time.

It is an honor to serve you,
Keri Heintzeman
Minnesota Senate, District 6

Many door prizes were given 
away during a drawing for those 
in attendance. Before the pre-
sentations and the official annual 
meeting, a pancake dinner was 
prepared and served by MLEC 
staff. We were proudly featured lo-
cal businesses including Lemire’s 
Pure Maple Syrup, Double D’s 
Custom Processing, Glen Meats, 
and Paulbeck’s Market. Milk for 
the event was donated by Kemps. 
We look forward to seeing you 
next year!

MLEC is a not-for-profit, electric 
distribution cooperative owned 
by the members we serve.  We 
provide service to over 13,000 
members in parts of Aitkin, Crow 
Wing, and Mille Lacs counties. Our 
headquarters is located at 36559 
US Highway 169, one mile east of 
Aitkin, MN.

Sarah Cron, CEO
Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative
800-450-2191
scron@mlecmn.com

hypocritical for the city to make 
new businesses diligently hold to 
all state and city codes yet turn a 
total blind eye on private residents 
or favored, grandfathered in busi-
nesses who intentionally continue 
to defy the law. 

Ordinances designed to protect 
only work if enforced. Our mayor, 
puppet council, and police chief 
have proven they don’t have the 
desire or guts to enforce our city’s 
ordinances. So all the remodels, 
restorations, and craftsmanship 
that should be celebrated or 
showcased, gets overlooked as 
their valued tourists have to pass 
by dilapidated residences full of 
debris. Good governance?

Chris Ryan, 
Crosby

hearing on April 28, we sent a letter 
demanding answers about possible 
links to fraudsters, questionable 
campaign contributions, and suspi-
cious Capitol activity. Minnesotans 
deserve honesty and accountability 
from the top.

I’m Pushing Hard for Fraud 
Prevention.

My bill, House File 2, would re-
quire state agencies to report fraud 
immediately, not just “encourage” 
them to do it. We’re also working 
on stronger protections for whis-
tleblowers so honest employees can 
safely expose wrongdoing.

Closing Days of Session
Session may wrap up Monday, or 

we could be heading into a special 
session. Either way, I’ll be right here, 
standing for truth, standing for you, 
and fighting to keep government 
accountable. There’s much more to 
come and I will be sure to keep you 
updated as we learn more. 

Ben Davis,  District 6A
State Representative

Senator Keri Heintzeman update

Mille Lacs Energy conducts meeting 

Ordinances work, if enforced

Rep. Ben Davis legislative update

Upcoming Auctions:

AUCTION      SERVICE
34996 480th St., Palisade, MN 56469-2254

• Tues., June 3, 10 a.m. - Bigfork, MN
Moving Auction, Shorty & Barb Lewis

 • Thurs., June 5, 10 a.m. - Buhl, MN
Park Paving Dispersal, Paul Kuechle 

• Mon., June 16, 10 a.m. - Outing, MN
Moving Sellout, Danny Quam

For more information visit our website:
www.reinhardtauctions.com

Contact us today to discuss your auction options
218- 845-2260 | info@reinhardtauctions.com

  Work Hard - Sell RightWork Hard - Sell Right

Open Daily
11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Hwy. 371 N., Nisswa 218-820-3046 
NisswaOutdoorWaterpark.com

Book lovers, mark your 
calendars! The Northland 
Arboretum invites readers 
to escape into the pages of 
Vacationland by Minnesota 
author Sarah Stonich at their 
upcoming book club meeting 
on Monday, June 9, from 5 to 
6:30 p.m.

This month’s selection 
promises a rich discussion 
steeped in regional flavor, 
as Vacationland explores 
life and layered stories in a 
fictional northern Minnesota 

resort town. Whether you’re 
a longtime fan of Stonich or 
discovering her work for the 
first time, this is a gathering 
you won’t want to miss.

The book club is free 
and open to the public, but 
pre-registration is required 
by calling 218-829-8770. 
Participants are encouraged 
to register early to receive 
discussion questions in ad-
vance, helping spark a lively 
and thoughtful conversation.

Arboretum members may 

check out a copy of the book 
at the front desk. Non-mem-
bers are asked to obtain their 
own copies prior to the event.

The meeting will take place 
at the Northland Arboretum, 
located at 14250 Conserva-
tion Drive, Brainerd—a fit-
tingly serene spot for readers 
to come together and share 
stories under the trees.

So, grab your book, bring a 
friend, and join the conversa-
tion in one of Brainerd’s most 
beautiful settings.

Vacationland book club read
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CHURCH DIRECTORYCHURCH DIRECTORY
* Indicates handicap accessible.  NOTE: All times are Sunday morning (a.m.) unless indicated otherwise. 

ALLIANCE 
Aitkin* —  New Life Church of the CM&A; Worship 10:15 am; 

Services on Sunday at 10:15am and 6pm; 11-1st Street 
SW;  newlifeaitkin.com 218-927-2823.

Baxter* — Pointway Alliance Church; Rev. Charles Bol-
stridge, 218-537-6505; 7756 Highland Scenic Road;  
Worship 10; www.pointway.org 

Garrison* —  Worship 10:30am
Onamia — Vineland Native American Chapel, Hwy. 169 

north of casino; Worship 11; Pastor Boeringa 320-532-4449   

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Aitkin —  Pastor Andrew Jergenson; Sunday Morning 

Service 10.
Baxter — Heritage Church, Pastor Heath Beard; 8:30, 10 

& 11:30 Sundays, 6:30p Wednesdays, iamheritage.org 
Crosby — Pastor Dustin McCaleb; Worship 10:30
Crosslake — Crossroads Christian, Rev. Gary Espeseth; SS 

at 9:30, Worship at 10:45
Hill City — Interim Pastor John Koppel, Staff Pastor Lisa 

Jordan; Worship 10; hillcityagchurch@gmail.com; 218-
697-2662 

Palisade — Pastor Charlie Bell; SS 9; Worship 10; Kids 
Church; Small groups during the week 218-845-2726

BAPTIST 
Aitkin - Northwoods Community Church, Pastor William 

Verbeke, Worship 10:30, northwoodscommunitychurch.org
Baxter - Eagle Brook Church , Worship 9 & 11,  www.eagle-

brookchurch.com/locations/brainerd-lakes/
Brainerd* - Faith Baptist Church, Pastor Jim Stephens, 

218-829-3191; SS 9:00, Worship 10:30 and 6 p.m., Wed. 
Classes and Clubs 6:30 p.m.; fbcbrainerd.com 

Brainerd- The Church On The Wise Road, Pastor Todd 
Stumbo 218-829-4673, Worship 11:00, SS 9:45 
www.thechurchonthewiseroad.org

Breezy Point — Eagles Nest, Pastor Zach Broom 218-562-
5252, Worship 9:30, SS 11.

Crosby — Bible Baptist, Pastor Jon Thorson; SS 9:45; Service 
10:45 and 6 p.m., Bible Study Wed. 7 pm 

Deerwood* — Jeff Shadrick, SS 9:30; Worship 10:30 and 6 
pm; Wed. Service, 6:30 pm.

Glory* —  SS 9:15; Worship 10:30 am.; Wed 6pm Glory 
Family night, KidMin grades kindergarten - 6, Mad4Christ 
grades 7-12. aitkinchurch.com

Hill City — Pastor Lonnie Lee; 218-697-2645; Adult SS 9; 
Worship 10 am; Bible Study, Fri., 7 pm.

Isle — Pastor Nick Skogen; 676-3171; SS 9:30; Service 
10:30; Bible Study, Wed., 7 p.m.

Opstead — 676-8859; SS 9:30; Worship, 10:30; Bible Study 
Wed., 7 p.m.

CATHOLIC
Aitkin* — St. James, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; Mass 

Sat. 5 pm, Sun. 10:30.  Confession Sat. 10-10:45 and 
4-4:45 pm.

Brainerd — St. Andrew’s, Fr. Gabriel Waweru, Sat.4:30; Sun. 
10:00 and St. Mathias Sunday 8:00.

Brainerd — St. Francis, Fr. Michael Garry, Sat. 5:00; Sun-
day 7:30, 9:00, 11:15 and All Saints Saturday 4:00 and 
Sunday 10:30.

Cromwell/Wright — Immaculate Conception, Mass: Sat. 
5 p.m.

Crosby* — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass: Thurs. and Fri. 
at 8; Tues at noon, Sun. 8:30 & 10:30.

Crosslake — Immaculate Heart, 218-692-3731; www.
ihmstemilys.org; Mass: Sat. 4 pm; Sun. 8:30; Confession 
Sat. 3 pm.

Emily — St. Emily, Mass: Mon. & Wed. 8; Sun. 10:30; Con-
fession 1st Sat. 11 or by appt. 218-763-2101.

Garrison  — Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Eli Gieske, Mass Wed. 
9 & Sat. 4 pm, Confession Sat. 3:30 - 3:50 pm

Grand Rapids — St. Joseph’s, Fr. Jerry Weiss, Mass: Sat. 5 
pm; Sun. 8 & 10:30. 218-326-2483

Hillman — Holy Family;  Sun. 10 to Mass Sat. 6:30 pm (only 
through Labor Day)  w/ confession before or by appt.

McGregor – Holy Family, Fr. Mike Patullo, 218-927-6581; 
Mass Sun. 8; Confessions Tues. 5:30-6:30 pm

Vineland  — St. Therese, Mass Sun. 11; Holy Days 8:30. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Baxter, Lakes Area — Nondenominational; 7001 Highland 

Scenic Road; Bible Study every Wed. 7 pm; Worship 10:30-
11:30. 218-828-1362

Tamarack — Pastor Terry Banker, 608-475-1528, Worship 
9:30; SS 10:45; Wed Youth 4 pm.

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Aitkin — Co. Rd. 12, Chapel Ph. 218-927-4454; Kevin Haffner 

218-792-5684; Sacrament Mtg. 10 
COMMUNITY
Aitkin — Nondenominational; 927-2749; at 219-1st Ave. NE., 

Aitkin, Services Sun.10, 218-927-6959 
Brainerd - Community of Hope Church of the Nazarene- 

Pastor Dave McGaffey Sunday worship at 10, SS 9;  
16549 Johnson Rd -church phone 218-829-9005 

Glen — Pastor R. F. Stauter, 218-838-1981; Worship 9  
May-Oct.

Grand Rapids — Solid Rock Church of God, Pastor Robert 
Kimberling; 218-326-0711; Sun. BS 9:30, Worship 10:30; 
Wed. BS 6:30 pm

Jacobson — Jacobson Community Church, Pastor George 
Collins, 218-252-5938, Sun. SS (All ages) 9:30, Worship 
10:30; Family Time 2nd & 4th Sundays;  Wed. BS 7 pm

Kimberly — Nature Ave. Rev. Rick Perry; Worship 9; Adult 
Bible Study & Sunday School 10:30; 218-927-6256.

McGregor — The Lighthouse Christian Church; Worship 10; 
99 South 1st Street (at the McGregor United Methodist                                                                                                       
church [shared] in downtown McGregor) Pastor Joel 
Seibel.

McGregor — Victory Mission, Pastor J. Gould, 218-768-
2160; Sun. 10; Wed. Bible Study, 7:30 pm. 

Merrifield — Community Church of the Nazarene, Pastor 
Ron Christenson; Service 11 & 6 pm.  Wed. Prayer Meet-
ing, 7  p.m.; 218-829-7536.

Merrifield — Ossipee Community, SS 10; Service 11; Wed. 
Bible Study Prayer, 7:00 p.m.

Nisswa — Christ Community Church, Pastor Richie Bean; 
Service 10; Fellowship 9:30-10

Outing* - Narrows Community Church, Pastor Kenny Holm, 
218-792-5530 Worship 9:30; 6297 Woods Bay NE, just 
north of Hwy. 6 bridge

Palisade —Hilltop Chapel (Waukenabo Twp)*- service 
10 a.m.; Adult and Children’s SS 9 a.m.; 49448 Osprey 
Avenue, Palisade.

Tamarack — Church of Christ, 218-768-3898; Service 
9:30; SS 10:45. 

EPISCOPAL
Aitkin — St. John’s, Holy Communion or Morning Prayer 9
Brainerd* — St. Paul’s, Rev. Joyce A. Rush. In-person wor-

ship service at 10 am Sunday. Online at 5 pm Saturday. 
Call the church 219-829-3834 and leave a message with 
email to receive a Zoom invitation.

EVANGELICAL FREE
Baxter — Lakewood EFC, Pastor Matt Nagel; Worship at 

9:00 and 10:45. Wednesday for all ages 6:30 pm. 
Crosslake — The Log Church 9:30, Pastor Troy Nelson; 218-

692-4141,37218 County Road 66,  www.crosslakeefc.org 
Isle — Pastor Mark Lee;   Sunday School  9:00 am;  Worship 

10:30 am, Sun. Youth group 6:00 pm, Wed. Adult Prayer 
6:30 pm and Kids Konnect 6:30 pm

Malmo — Pastor Glenn Browning; SS 9:30; Fellowship 10; 
Worship 10:15

Wright — Pastor Ken Mitchell, 218-426-5115; SS 9:30; 
Worship, 10:30; Thu., Bible Study, 7 pm.

HEBREW/MESSIANIC
Glen — Beth Shalom Tabernacle of Truth, for information 

320-684-2804 
LUTHERAN
Aitkin — Bethlehem (ELCA), Rev.  Rebecca Hinz;  Worship  

9:30; Holy Comm. 1st & 3rd Sun each month.
First* — (ELCA) Pastor Reggie Denton, worship Sun. 9am 

(also available via livestream on YouTube – First Lutheran 
Church, Aitkin) and (broadcast on KKIN 94.3 FM radio at 
10am), take out community meal every Mon. & Thurs. 5pm 
and Tues. 12pm; food shelf 2nd & 4th Thurs. each month 
9am- 4pm. Office open M-Th 7:30am – 4pm.

 Aitkin (Cedarbrook) —  St. John’s (ELCA) Pastor Sarah 
Stadler, 602-318-6876, 27452 St. John’s Church Road, 
Aitkin.  Worship on Sundays at 9:00 am followed by Sun-
day school at 10:00 am.  stjohns-cedarbrook.weebly.com.

Aitkin  —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor D. Becker;  
Worship Sun. 9, SS 10

Baxter — Christ Lutheran Church and Preschool (WELS).  
Pastor Bill Werth.  Sunday Worship 9.  Sunday School/
Adult Bible Class 10:15.  13815 Cherrywood Dr. in Baxter. 
(Corner of Inglewood and Cherrywood).  218-829-4105. 
www.christbaxter.com. 

Baxter — Prince of Peace (LCMS); Communion every 
Sunday 9, Fellowship 10:15, Adult Bible Class & Sunday 
School 10:30 am 218-829-7092 www.princeofpeacelu-
theran.church  

Beaver Township — Finnish EA, Hwy. 27, Worship 1st & 

Mission for Christ) 11:30 service. Communion 1st & 3rd 
Sunday each month.

Tamarack (AFLC) —  Pastor Ron Staudinger; 1st, 3rd and 
4th Sundays 10 am; 41163 Kestrel Ave 3.3 mi. South of 
Hwy 210 

Thor — Zion,  Worship 11; 1st and 3rd Sun. April through 
December.

Wright — Bethlehem, Worship; SS 9.
Wright —  St. John’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 

Reinke; Worship 10:30; Bible Study and Sunday School 
Sun. 9:30;  Lent services Wed. 5:30 pm.\

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Aitkin—Cedar Lake Norwegian Lutheran Church, service is 

the 3rd Sunday of the month May-October at 11am , 3100 
Pioneer Ave., Aitkin. 

 Brainerd—Oak Street Chapel, Pastor Todd Wooden, 
Worship service is Sunday at 9:30, 523 SE 11th Street, 
Brainerd, 218-454-0984

Brainerd—Remnant Ministry Center, Pastor Ben Davis, 
Worship service is Sunday at 10am, 512 S 8th St.,  Suite 
2, 218-829-2989. 

PENTECOSTAL
Baxter — Christ Alive, 12485 Forestview Drive, Baxter, MN 

56425. Pastor Walter Starr, 763-316-7270, Sunday Wor-
ship 10:00am, Wednesday Bible study 6:30pm 

Emily — Cornerstone Church; Pastor Earl Ready; Worship 
10, 41536 Birchwood Drive, Emily; 218-763-2939. 

Ironton — Iron Range Christian Center; Pastor Dwight 
Semler; 218-546-6523; meeting at Irondale Town Hall*, 
Co. Rd. 12, (Deerwood Shortcut); Worship 10 & Wed. 7 pm.

Tamarack — Warriors of the Rainbow Ministry, Pastors Ken 
and Ron Fairbanks, Sat. 11. 218-768-3585

PRESBYTERIAN
Crosslake - Pastor Mark Ford, 218-692-4769; Worship 9; 

Fellowship 11. 14444 Daggett Pine Road, Crosslake, just 
passed the Community Center; www.crosslakepres.org.

McGrath — Calvary, Pastor - Todd Oltmann; Worship 9.
McGregor/Round Lake — Pastor Talley; Worship Sat. 5 pm.
Tamarack  — First, Rev. J. Yingling; Worship 11. 
REFORMED
Crosby — Lifespring Church,  a member of Fellowship of 

Independent Reformed Evangelicals, 9:30, 30 Hallett Ave 
NE 218-545-5433, www.visitlifespring.com

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
Aitkin – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 9:30, Prayer 

Meeting & Bible Study Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.; www.
aitkinadventist.org; 423-805-0933; 830 Minnesota Ave S 

Brainerd – Pastor Josh Jeresek; Worship Sat. 11:10, Bible 
Study 10; Bible Study  & Prayer Mtg. Wed. 6:30 p.m.; 2910 
Oak Street, Brainerd,  218-829-1676

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Pequot Lakes — 28877 State Hwy 371, Pequot Lakes 10:30 

1st and 4th Sundays.  218-330-3476

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Brainerd — First Congregational UCC, 415 Juniper St, 

Brainerd. Sunday worship at 10. Pastor; Leslie Moughty. 
Handicapped accessible. www.uccbrainerdmn.org

UNITED METHODIST
Aitkin* — Aitkin - Pastor Dawn Houser; Worship 10, Wednes-

days at 5:30 pm Bible & Brew, Facebook live.  
Crosby/Deerwood* — Cascade, Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday 

Worship with Youtube live streaming 10 am with fellowship 
to follow. Cascade Ladies meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at noon. Come & Eat Community dinner on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 5:30 pm. Please 
call the office to sign up: 218-534-3507. 

Cutler* (South Aitkin County) — Pine Lake Chapel, Pastor 
Gary Taylor; Worship Sunday 1 p.m. Fellowship follows.

Cromwell — Pastor Tim Homstad; Worship 10; SS 9
Emily* — Pastor Gary Taylor; Sunday Worship with Facebook 

live streaming 8:30 with fellowship to follow. UWF meet on 
the first Sunday of each month following worship. Men’s 
prayer breakfast 2nd Saturday of each month at 8. Bible 
Study Thursday at 6 pm. 

Fleming* — (Northern Lights Parish) SS 9:15; Worship 
10:30; fellowship follows.

Hill City — Pastor Roger Lynn; Worship 10 
McGregor* — (Northern Lights Parish) Worship 8:45; 

fellowship follows.
Onamia — Pastor Rick & Judy Wilder; Worship 11; fellowship 

10; 2 blks north of Post Office; handicap ramp; 320-532-
3150; office: 218-546-7656; cell:  218-360-1947

WESLEYAN
Emily — Rev. Jason Gressman; Worship 9; Friendship Time 

10; SS 10:30; Wed. Activities 6:30 p.m.;  218-763-HOPE.

3rd Sun., 10:30.
Brainerd — First Lutheran Church (ELCA) Pastors: Patty 

Bjorklund and Jordan Gades, Sunday worship 9, Sunday 
School following worship. Services also available on 
YouTube and Facebook.  218-829-9552 flcbrainerd.com 
424 8th Street South, Brainerd

Brainerd* — Good Shepherd Free Lutheran Church (AFLC), 
Pastor David Franz, find service info at www.goodshep-
herdfreelutheran.church, 5878 Pine Beach Road, Brain-
erd, 218-824-3052 

Brainerd — Laestadian Lutheran Church, 1501 So. 8th St. 
-  Sunday Worship Services 10:30 am. (www.llchurch.org)   

Brainerd — Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA) 1420 South 
6th St. Brainerd, Worship time September through May 
8:15am & 10:30am; worship (June through August) 9 am.  
218-829-5147. Website: www.trinitybrainerd.org. Email: 
trinity@trinitybrainerd.org

 Brainerd — Truth Lutheran Church (LCMC, Pastor James 
Walth, Corner of 5th and Kingwood, Worship  9 

Brainerd - Zion Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor Steve 
Benson, Sunday Worship 9, Monday Worship 6 pm. Ed-
ucation hour Sunday 10:15 am. 220 N. 8th St. Brainerd. 
218-829-4317.  www.zionbrainerd.com. 

Cedar Lake, Norwegian Lutheran — Third Sun 11, May - Oct.
Crosby — Immanuel (LCMC) Rev. Paul Mattson;  Sun. 9:30 

worship; SS (Sept.-May) 10:15; 10:30 fellowship
Crosby —Zion (LC-MS) Worship 9 (alternates with Immanuel 

Iron Hub) 218-546-6910.
Crosslake Lutheran Church (ELCA) www.crosslakelutheran.

com • Kristin Oltmann, Pastor • Becky Swanson, Pastor
218-692-3682, May 18-Labor Day: Sun. Indoor 8:30am, 

Outdoor 10am Indoor: 35960 CR 66, Outdoor: 14019 
Daggett Pine Rd., Weekly Free Community Drive Thru 
Meals-To-Go - Wednesdays from 5-6pm - All are welcome!

Crosslake —Mission of the Cross (LCMS), Pastor Leslie 
Uhrinak; Worship 9:30 with every Sunday Communion, 
Fellowship 10:30, Adult Bible Class 11,   218-692-4228, 
www.missionofthecross.org

Deerwood* — Salem (ELCA), Pastor Amanda Kempthorne; 
Worship: 9; Sunday School 9:50.

Garrison — Light of the Cross (ELCA),  Worship 9 SS 9; 
320-692-4773 or 877-406-9101. 

Garrison — Shepherd of the Lake (LCMS), Rev. Caleb Wor-
rel.  Worship 10 with Communion Every Sunday. Adult Bible 
Study 8:30am, Sunday School Sept-May, 8:30am. Fellow-
ship 11am.  320-692-4581. www.shepherdofthelake.org.

Giese — Immanuel, Rev. R. Langhorst & Rev. R. Lovaas; 
Worship 9; SS 10; Holy Communion 1st Sun. of month 
8:45.

Hill City — Trinity, (Missouri Synod), Pastor M. Eckert; 
Worship 9; Bible Study 10:15.

Hillman — Immanuel, (ELCA) Sun. Worship 11, fellowship 
follows. Located on the corner of Hwy. 27 and Co. Rd. 47. 
(Handicap accessible)

Iron Hub —  Immanuel (LC-MS) Worship 10:30,  Pastor 
Donald Klatt 218-534-3069 

Isle — Faith (ELCA), Pastor Josh Blair; Worship 9:30; 
handicapped accessible. 

Isle — Holden (ELCA), Worship 9:15  
Isle — Trinity (Missouri Synod), Rev. Mark Maunula; Worship 

9; Fellowship follows; SS 10:30; Adult Bible 10:30.
Jacobson — Carmel, Vicar Mark Wagner; SS 1st & 3rd Sun. 

10, Service 11, fellowship follows.
Lake Shore — Living Savior Lutheran Church, 8327 In-

terlachen Rd.; Worship 9 Sunday mornings, followed by 
fellowship and Bible study.  (Located on Co. Rd. #77 N)

Malmo  — Bethesda (ELCA) Rev. James Muske: Sun. 
Worship 9am.  Fellowship following Service.  Communion 
every Sunday.

McGrath — Grace; Wed. potluck 5 pm, Bible study 6 p.m.; 
SS 10; Worship 11.

McGrath  —  Zion (ELCA), Worship 9; SS 9.
McGregor/Big Sandy Lake — Grace Lutheran Log Church 

(LCMC), Pastor Lorelie Robinson; Worship 9, Fellowship 
follows, SS 10.

McGregor — Our Savior’s (Missouri Synod), Pastor Joshua 
C. Reinke; Worship 9; SS 10; Bible Study Tue. 9, Wed. 7 pm

Outing — Our Saviors ELCA;  Pastor Luke Lekander, 
Worship 9.

Palisade* — Bethel (ELCA), Pastor Steven Teff; Worship 9:30.
Pequot Lakes - Gloria Dei Lutheran Church (LCMS) Pastor 

Monte Meyer Worship 9 am, Fellowship 10 am, Sunday 
School and Adult Bible Study 10:15 am 

Pequot Lakes* - Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Rev. Stephen Blenkush Worship 9:00 a.m., SS 9:15 a.m., 
Fellowship 10:15 a.m. Wed. Adult Bible Study 11:00 a.m.   

Rossburg  — Bethesda Lutheran (LCMC Congregations in 

32 East Main St., P.O. Box 7 • Crosby, MN 56441
C.F. Michaloski, Director • Mary & Nick Zillmer, Owners/Directors

218-546-5531
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• Cremation Service
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Area Births, Open Houses,  
Engagements, Weddings
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St. Joseph Catholic Church groundbreaking | Continued from Page 1

Current location 
in Crosby

Former location 
in Deerwood

New location

 A ceremonial groundbreaking for St. Joseph’s Catholic Church was held Sunday at the site of 
the new campus on Deer Trail Drive. Participating in the ceremony were (left to right)  Jesse 
Hopkins of HHR Architecture in Brainerd; Shawn Close, senior project manager with Rice 
Lake Construction; Bishop Daniel J. Felton of the Diocese of Duluth; Darin Dirkes, pre-con-
struction services manager with Rice Lake Construction; Doreen Miller-Fish and Michael Au-
lie, trustees of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church; and Father Elias Gieske, pastor of St. Joseph’s.

A portion of the crowd of parishioners and visitors that were on hand for groundbreaking ceremonies for the new St. Joseph Catholic Church on Deer Trail 
Drive between Crosby and Deerwood. Joan Hasskamp photos

The site for the new church will be located between Crosby and Deerwood near Super One 
Foods, Heartwood Senior Living, Cuyuna Range Elementary School and Cuyuna Regional 
Medical in Crosby.

presence in the area for gen-
erations to come. 
Until Phase Two is complet-
ed, the church will continue 
to use the rectory and educa-
tional building at its present 
location on Poplar Street in 
Crosby.
Jesse Hopkins of Brainerd’s 
HHR Architecture designed 
the project, with Rice Lake 
Construction of Deerwood 
serving as general contractor 
with Shawn Close as senior 
project manager and Darin 
Dikes as pre-construction 
services manager. Parishio-
ner Jim Aleckson represents 
St. Joseph’s Church as owner 
representative. Church trust-
ees Doreen Miller-Fish and 
Michael Aulie will continue 
to support the parish through 
this pivotal phase.
As hymns rose and the first 
dirt was turned, the day was 
more than a construction 
milestone—it was a celebra-
tion of faith, unity, and new 
beginnings.
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G O T  A N  U N WA N T E D 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast 
free pick up. Patriotic Hearts’ 
programs help veterans find 
work or start their own busi-
ness. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, nocost pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit 
for 2025. Call Heritage for the 
Blind Today at 1-855 977-
7030 today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

Inflation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and 
find out how to pay off your 
debt for significantly less than 
what you owe! FREE quote: 
Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

 
ATTENTION OXYGEN THER-
APY USERS!  Discover 
Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE 
information kit. Call 1-833-
650-5916. (mcn)
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not 
wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-973-9175 
www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258. (mcn)

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)
STOP OVERPAYING FOR 
HEALTH INSURANCE! A 
recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to con-
nect to the right provider. 
(mcn)STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR HEALTH INSURANCE! 
A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. 
Let us show you how much 
you can save. Call Now for a 
no-obligation quote: 1-888-
772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to con-
nect to the right provider. 
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 Classified Order Form
Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City_ ___________________________ State _________ Zip_ _____________
All ads must reach our office no later than Noon on Monday with payment. 

Please type or print clearly. Your ad will be printed as you write it.

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 	

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Classified Rates
# of issues
q 75¢ per word one issue (10 word minimum)
q 70¢ per word, per issue for two issues (10 word minimum)
q 65¢ per word, per issue for three to 12 issues (10 word minimum)
q 55¢ per word, per issue for 13 or more issues (10 word minimum)
Add $1.00 each for bold type and/or CAPITALIZED type, whether one word or all words in your classified ad.  
Add $12.00 for your logo, artwork or photo! (1/2" tall x 1 1/2" wide  printed maximum size)

We are not responsible for error due to illegible 
copy or missing punctuation.  Punctuation does 
not count as a word. Each phone number, e-mail 

and web address counts as one word.
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PO Box 562
Ironton, MN 56455

Send
to:

As Low as $5.50 
per issue for 

13 or more issues 
(10 word minimum)

www.NewsHopper.net • hopper@crosbyironton.net 
 

Add a photo for 
$12.00 per issue

To Figure the Cost of Your Ad
Number of Words	 ________________

Rate per Word	 x________________

Additional Costs	 +_ ______________

Total Per Week	 ________________

Number of Weeks	 x________________

TOTAL COST OF AD	 ________________

Thank you for your order!
Please make check payable to the 
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Deadlines are Mondays at Noon

Don’t Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home 
warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLI-
ANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, 
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan 
that fits your budget! Call: 
1-877-743-7971(mcn)
AGING ROOF? NEW HOME-
OWNER? STORM DAMAGE? 
You need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands 
behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. 
Call 1-833-889-4410. Have 
zip code of property ready 
when calling! (mcn)
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP 
& RESTORATION: A small 
amount of water can lead to 
major damage in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do 
complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-879-
1480. Have zip code of ser-
vice location ready when you 
call! (mcn)

 
Part time position - Looking 
for a person (16 years or 
older) interested in cleaning 
a pool house from May 1- the 
third weekend in October on 
Bay lake. Contact me at 612-
423-8320.

NEW AND USED SAFES 
FOR SALE  • 
Safe repair and 
locked sa fes 
opened  • Heavy 
and light duty 
gun safes and 
vault doors on 
hand  •  H igh 
security safes for 
gold and silver   
320-360-5431  
  w52

SaleS 

Estate/Garage Sale May 
22,23 & 24 9am-4pm • 
31516 395th Place Aitkin•  
Furniture, misc. household, 
tools, gardening supplies, 
craft items and snowblower. 
Something for everyone!

GOT JUNK? CALL THE 
JUNK REMOVAL EXPERTS 
AT 218-833-9664 OR VISIT 
US AT elitejunkprosmn.com 
FREE ESTIMATES  w39

OLD CONVERTIBLE CARS,  
PICKUPS, SIGNS GAS 
PUMPS, MINI BIKES 218-
372-8758. w16-19

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
1-833-641-7028. (mcn) 

To Place An Ad   
Call 218-821-1393 or 
 www.newshopper.net

                                     Week of May 18, 2025             
          STATEWIDE      Central     South     North     Metro   

MISCELLANEOUS

        
EMPLOYMENT WANTED TO BUY

MISCELLANEOUS

JOIN OUR TEAM 
Coon Rapids, MN and surrounding areas. 
We are looking for Skilled Laborers and 
Heavy Equipment Operators/HDD Opera-
tors with a CDL. Competitive pay and full 
bene ts package. Opportunities for growth 
and advancement. Immediate openings, 
start your career with us! Apply today: 
andersonug.com/jobs 302/203-1830 

PUBLIC WORKS ASSISTANT 
Pembina ND. The PW Asst. is the 
secondary person responsible for main-
tenance & repair of the City water, sew-
er systems, streets, & City properties. 
FT hourly position starting at $24/hr. 
DOE. Wage increases for obtaining re-
quired certs. Bene ts include paid sick 
leave-vacation-10 paid holidays/yr, 
medical insurance stipend. For info or 
to  ll out application, call 701/825-6819 
or email pcityoffi  ce@polarcomm.com

WANTED: 
ALL 1970S MOTORCYCLES 

Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick 
up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before 
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142

WE BUY HOUSES 
for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash off er and get 
paid. Get your fair cash off er today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683

SAFE STEP 
North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub. 
Comprehensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1,600 off  for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 

Discover the ideal solution for any-
one who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 866/852-5506

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to 
assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a generous 
tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for 
the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!

GET BOOST INFINITE! 
Unlimited talk, text and data for just 
$25/mo! The power of 3 5G networks, one 
low price! Call today and get the latest 
iPhone every year on us! 855/849-6621

GET DISH 
SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! 

Free install, free HD-DVR 
upgrade, 80,000 on-demand movies,
plus limited time up to $600 
In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309

Advertise here statewide in 200+ newspapers FOR 
only $279 per week! Call 612-332-8844

or this newspaper

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspa-
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Spring showers may 
bring costly home 
repairs

Spring showers may Spring showers may 

Spring rain can overwhelm clogged gutters, leading 
to overfl ow causing damage to your home.

Promo Code: 285

TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE INSPECTION CALL 1-855-577-1268

*$250 discount (no cash value) is for same-day signing only. This off er cannot be combined with any other promotion or off er. 
No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Expires: 6/30/25. See website for all license and registration numbers. 

855-502-6514TOLL
FREE 

BOGO
40% OFF*

+ $200 OFF
Your Entire Purchase*

OFFER ENDS 8/31

Minimum purchase of 4

Minimum purchase of 4

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-855-462-2330 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 429-2331 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-429-2331
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 429-2331

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt4
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Specializing in  
Shoreline Restoration

• Rip Rap Rock Installation
• Boulder Wall Material 

Installation
• Sod Installation
• Class Five
• Bobcat Work
• Demolition
• All Dirt Work Needs
• Patios

General Building &
 Remodeling Contractor
• Roofing
• Window Installation
• Siding
• Garages
• Doors 
• Decks
• Handicapped Bathrooms

Dozer & Backhoe Work
• Basements
• Driveways
• Ponds
• Wild Life Food Plots
• Land & Lot Clearing
• Stump Removal
• Rip Rap
• Demolition
• Building Pads
• Ditches and Ditch Clean-

ing
• Black Dirt, Sand & 

Gravel
• Roads / Road Building
• Boulder Walls
• Trail Brushing

Tree Removal
• Tree Removal and Clean-

up
• Stump Grinding
• Storm Damage Cleanup
• Aerial Truck

Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371Call Greg for a FREE ESTIMATE 218-839-3371

Specializing in Shoreline Restoration Rip-Rap-Rock Installation

For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! For Your Landscaping & Construction Needs! 

& Construction& Construction
Aitkin, Minnesota

License# BC768287

218-839-3371

YOUR EROSION 

EXPERTS!

GET
 ESTIMATES 

NOW

Old wood (decks, siding, logs, etc.) looks new again 
with media blasting and staining!

Making Old Wood Look New!

Full Structural Steel Buildings Full Structural Steel Buildings 
Home •  Garage • Shed • Office • Ag

Call 218-839-3371 Call 218-839-3371 for an estimatefor an estimate

Discount Discount 
Prices!Prices!

Keep Cozy Keep Cozy 
with Spray with Spray 

FoamFoam
 Insulation! Insulation!

Flammable • Caution • Warning • Danger • Poisonous • Toxic •Explosive • Reactive • Flam
m
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 Crow Wing County 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

OPEN Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Never dump household hazardous waste such as pesticides,
 fertilizers, paint or solvents down the toilet, down the drain,

 into a storm drain, open waterway or ditch. 
Beyond posing a threat to our health and environment, 

such dumping is illegal.

Automotive • Paint • Home Improvement • Workshop
 Crafts • Lawn • Garden • Household Cleaners 

The Collection Site is at the Landfill 
Nine Miles Southwest of Crosby

on Highway 210

Read the Warning Labels: A product has one or more hazardous properties, if it shows the 
single words: Corrosive, Flammable, Caution, Warning, Danger, Poisonous, Toxic, Explosive or 

Reactive. It does not become any less hazardous when you throw it away.
Please Note: The Household Hazardous Waste Facility 

DOES NOT ACCEPT Florescent Light Bulbs, Business or Farm Hazardous Waste. 

For more information call 
Crow Wing County Land Services at 218-824-1010. 

mendation Medal with Com-
bat “V,” and the Republic of 
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry 
with Palm. But Bill’s commit-
ment to veterans extends far 
beyond his military service. 
Over the years, he has held 
leadership positions in sev-
eral veteran organizations, 
including the Military Order 
of the Purple Heart, Disabled 
American Veterans, and the 
V4V organization, which as-
sists Minnesota veterans and 
their families.

Currently, Bill serves on 
the board of the Minnesota 
Military and Veterans Muse-
um, which is in the process 

of constructing a new facility 
near Camp Ripley.

Bill is a native of Brainerd, 
Minnesota and has lived his 
entire life in central Minneso-
ta. Currently he and his wife, 
Mary Beth, make their home 
in Brainerd. They have a com-
bined family of three children 
and five grandchildren.
A full day of remembrance

The outdoor Memorial Day 
service will include more 
than just speeches. Weather 
permitting, attendees will be 
treated to an aerial flyover, 
a powerful tribute to those 
who have given their lives in 
service. The Crosslake-Fifty 

Lakes American Legion Post 
500 Color Guard will present 
the colors and conduct a 
ceremony honoring both the 
colors and the fallen. A bugler 
will also perform the solemn 
notes of “TAPS,” a musical 
salute that has become a 
lasting symbol of respect for 
military personnel.

The service is free and 
open to all. Whether you’re 
a veteran, a family mem-
ber, or simply a community 
member who wants to show 
your support, this event is a 
meaningful way to honor the 
brave men and women who 
have served our country.

This Memorial Day week-
end, Crosslake Lutheran 
Church invites the commu-
nity to come together for a 
heartfelt observance of those 
who have served and sac-
rificed for our country. On 
Sunday, May 25, the church 
will host two services to 
honor veterans and military 
personnel. The first, a more 
traditional worship service, 
will be held at 8:30 a.m. in 
the sanctuary at Crosslake 
Lutheran Church, located just 
across from the campground.

For a larger, communi-
ty-wide Memorial Weekend 
observance, the second ser-
vice will take place at 10 a.m. 
outdoors at 14019 Daggett 
Pine Road, right across from 
the Crosslake Community 
Center baseball field. Both 
services are open to the 
public, and everyone is en-
couraged to attend and take 
part in this special occasion.

The Memorial Sunday ser-

vice promises to be a moving 
tribute, featuring a recogni-
tion of veterans and military 
personnel in attendance. In 
addition, special music will 
fill the air, and the guest 
speaker for the event will be 
Bill Wroolie, a Vietnam War 
veteran whose dedication to 
his fellow servicemen and 
women is truly inspiring.
Honoring a local hero

Bill Wroolie’s story is one 
of service, sacrifice, and re-
silience. A Vietnam veteran, 
Bill enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Reserve in 1964 as a combat 
engineer. He completed his 
basic training at Ft. Leon-

ard Wood, Missouri, and 
later specialized as a heavy 
equipment operator. In March 
1967, Bill transitioned to the 
regular Army and was de-
ployed to Vietnam, where he 
served in three units over the 
course of his tour: the 102nd 
Engineer Company, the 170th 
Assault Helicopter Company, 
and B Troop 2/17th Cavalry, 
101st Airborne Division.

While in Vietnam, Bill was 
wounded on May 25, 1969—
an anniversary he will never 
forget. Serving as an observer 
in a Loach helicopter during 
a first-light mission, Bill was 
hit by one of two anti-aircraft 
rounds in Tam Ky. He was 
evacuated first to Japan and 
then back to the U.S. for 
recovery.

Bill’s bravery in com-
bat earned him numerous 
awards, including the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, Purple 
Heart, Air Medal with 22 Oak 
Leaf Clusters, Army Com-

Community comes together for Memorial Sunday Service in Crosslake

Several communities  are 
planning special Memorial 
Day ceremonies to honor 
those who served and sacri-
ficed for our country.

Aitkin will host a Memorial 
Day service at 11 a.m. at the 
Aitkin American Legion, with 
a light lunch served afterward. 
All are welcome to attend and 
join in the ceremony.

Brainerd will kick off the day 
with a moving wreath-laying 
ceremony on the Laurel Street 
Bridge at 9 a.m., followed 
by a formal ceremony at the 
All-Veterans Memorial at 9:30 
a.m. The parade begins at 10 
a.m., marching up Third Av-
enue Northeast to Evergreen 
Cemetery. The main service 
at Evergreen will begin at 
10:30 a.m. with Chaplain 
Rev. Eusebia “Chappy” Rios 
as the speaker. If the weather 
doesn’t cooperate, the cere-
mony will be moved to the 
Brainerd National Guard Ar-
mory. Afterward, a free picnic 
lunch hosted by the American 
Legion and Brainerd Elks will 
be served until 1 p.m. at 708 
Front Street.

For those who can’t make it 
in person, the service will be 
streamed online by mid-eve-
ning at facebook.com/brain-
erdmemorialday.

Crosby – The Myrin-James 

American Legion Post #443 
will present a Memorial Day 
service at Lakewood Ceme-
tery at 10:30 a.m. Following 
the ceremony, a compli-
mentary meal will be served 
at the Ironton American Le-
gion from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. The meal will include 
pulled pork sandwiches, 
sloppy joes, baked beans, 
coleslaw, and more. Dona-
tions are welcome. If the 
weather doesn’t cooperate, 
the ceremony will be moved 
to Mayberry Auditorium at C-I 
High School.

Deerwood – The Walter 
Scott Erickson American Le-
gion Post #557 will present a 
Memorial Day program start-
ing at 9 a.m. at the Deerwood 
Auditorium. The event will 
feature a variety of speakers, 
including Army veteran Ste-
ven Jenniges, who is also the 
current commander of Post 
#557. Coffee and treats will 
be served afterward by the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit.

Emily will honor veterans at 
the Pine Ridge Cemetery with 
a service at 9 a.m. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring their 
own chairs. In case of rain, the 
service will be held indoors at 
the Emily Wesleyan Church. 
Military members are invited 

to attend in uniform to be 
recognized during the reading 
of deceased veterans’ names.

Palisade – The Palisade 
VFW will hold two services 
on Memorial Day, starting 
with a ceremony at Waukena-
bo Cemetery at 10 a.m. fol-
lowed by another at Pine 
Grove Cemetery at noon. It’s 
a meaningful day of reflection 
and remembrance.

Pequot Lakes – The Pequot 
Lakes American Legion Ben 
Krueger Post 49 will host a 
Memorial Day ceremony 
starting at 10 a.m. at the high 
school auditorium. Following 
the ceremony, there will be 
honors at the Pequot Lakes 
Cemetery and the Post 49 
Memorial at Trailside Park, 
concluding with a Quilts of 
Honor ceremony at the Amer-
ican Legion. A lunch will be 
served afterward.

Pine River – Pine River will 
hold services at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Pine River Dam and at 11 
a.m. at Swanburg Cemetery. 
The ceremony at the dam 
will include a speech, taps, 
and a wreath-laying honoring 
those who died at sea. The 
ceremony at Swanburg will 
honor both veterans and those 
who sacrificed all during their 
service. A reception will fol-
low at Faith Lutheran Church.

Other Memorial Day Services 
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www.jntreeservice-landscaping.com

• Tree Trimming 
• Removal 
• Lot Clearing 
• Stump Grinding 
• Woods Cleaning  
• Brush Chipping  
• Storm Cleanup
• Expert Climbing
   Technicians  

24 hour Storm

  Damage   Removal 

    - We work direct with 

        your direct with your 

          insurance company!

Attention to Detail  
is Our Trade!

GIVE US A CALL... No Job Is Too BIG Or Too Small!

60 Foot Bucket Truck  

Serving the
 BRAINERDLAKES

AND BEYOND! 

Call for aCall for a

FREEFREE
ESTIMATEESTIMATE

218.232.7328218.232.7328

   Minnesota
     Society of 
Arboriculture

   Call for a FREE Quote:
  1.800.630.29601.800.630.2960
wildernesslandimprovement.com

Superb Client Service with Follow Up Satisfaction

We Specialize in...We Specialize in...
  Buckthorn Eradication, Buckthorn Eradication, 

Invasive Willow Removal, Invasive Willow Removal, 
Brush Removal, TrailsBrush Removal, Trails

Lot Clearing,  Food Plots,Lot Clearing,  Food Plots,
Wildlife Habitat RestorationWildlife Habitat Restoration

  & More!& More!
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CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CASHCASH  44
JUNK CARSJUNK CARS

AND MACHINERYAND MACHINERY

CallCall
218-839-3371218-839-3371

Don’t Replace... REJUVINATE!REJUVINATE!REJUVINATE!REJUVINATE!REJUVINATE!
Schedule Your Project Directly For Exclusive Dealership Savings!

70%70% SAVINGS SAVINGS VS A RE-ROOF

SHINGLE REVIVAL, LLC   218-360-2604218-360-2604

Why Shingle Rejuvenation?
• Enhanced property value-well maintained roofs boost 

curb appeal and protect your property.
• Avoid disruptions- quick treatments mean no loud con-

struction or tenant inconveniences.
•  Eco-Friendly & Plant Based

• 5-Year Transferable Flexibility Warranty
• Backed by extensive research & testing.

Suitable for:
• Residential Homes & Cabins
• Rentals-Short and Long Term 

• Commercial properties such as golf clubs,
 resort buildings, churches and other 

large scale managed spaces and businesses.
• 100% Tax deductible the year it is treated.

PropertyProperty
 Maintenance  Maintenance is 

a must and that 

includes asphaltasphalt
 shingles! shingles!

At Shingle 
Revival LLC, we like to 

help keep your nice 
things nice plus save 

you money!

Eco-Friendly Shingle Maintenance 
Local Residential & Commercial Shingle Maintenance Experts

Asphalt shingles lose vital oils over time. Roof Maxx soy rejuvenate restores the 
 flexibility and water-shedding qualities for qualified shingles 4 to 18+ years old.  

Proper maintenance with Roof Maxx is the key to lasting protection and peace of mind!
Servicing the Brainerd, Gull, Whitefish Chain Lakes Area; Mille Lacs, Farm Island and 

Aitkin Lakes Area;  Bay Lake, Serpent, and Crosby Lakes area; Grand Rapids, Iron 
Range, NorthShore and surrounding communities since 2022.

Mathew & Jaime Schad
Local Dealership Owners

**

Schedule Your Project Directly For Exclusive Dealership Savings! 

SHINGLE REVIVAL, LLC
218-360-2604

getroofmaxx.com

**Not suitable for heavily
 storm damaged, leaking

 or curling shingles.

Have a Happy & Safe 
Memorial Day Weekend!

SPRING MARKET ALERT!
THE REAL ESTATE MARKET IS HEATING UP,

AND NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME TO BUY OR SELL!

Call or text me today!
Let’s make your real estate 
goals a reality this spring.

If you’re thinking about making a move,

 I am here to help with expert guidance and

 unmatched local market knowledge. 

Have a
Happy
& Safe 

Memorial Day Weekend!

Get $15 back per 
gallon container 
and $75 back per 

five-gallon container. 
Maximum rebate 

is $75. See in-store 
rebate coupon

 for details.

CABOT® MEMORIAL DAY REBATES
MAY 23 - JUNE 1

Hurry - Start Saving Today!

East of Aitkin on Hwy. 169/210 • 218-927-3117
Monday - Friday 7:30 AM - 5:30 PM

Saturday 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM • Sunday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

HYYTINEN HARDWARE     HANK 
& PAINT STORE

$15
REBATE

MAY 23 - JUNE 1

collaboration
The cannabis compact is 

not just about business—it’s 
about fostering a new era of 
collaboration between the 
State of Minnesota and Trib-
al Nations. By empowering 
Tribes to regulate cannabis 
on their own terms, the 
compact strengthens the 
government-to-government 
relationship and builds a 
foundation for future agree-
ments that benefit all parties 
involved.

For the White Earth Na-
tion, the agreement also 
means greater autonomy in 
the regulation of cannabis 
within its own territory, with 
the flexibility to address the 
unique needs and priorities 
of the Tribe. The compact 
allows for the Tribe to have 
a seat at the table as the 
state continues to devel-
op its cannabis regulatory 
framework.
Looking ahead: more com-

pacts to follow
This initial compact with 

the White Earth Nation 
is just the beginning. The 
Office of Cannabis Manage-
ment has made it clear that 
additional compacts will 
be negotiated with other 
Tribal Nations in the coming 
months, creating a broader 
framework for collaboration 
across the state.

For those interested in 
learning more about the 
compacting process or re-
viewing the signed agree-
ments, the Office of Can-
nabis Management’s Tribal 
Compacts website provides 
access to all relevant docu-
ments and updates on future 
agreements.
A win for public health, 
s a f e t y,  and  economic 
growth

The cannabis compact 
marks a significant mile-
stone in Minnesota’s evolv-
ing cannabis landscape, 

providing a framework for 
responsible regulation while 
respecting Tribal sovereign-
ty. It’s a win for public 
health and safety, a win for 
economic development, 
and a step toward stronger 
relationships between the 
state and its Tribal Nations.

As more agreements are 
signed, the hope is that 
the lessons learned from 
this partnership will serve 
as a model for other states 
seeking to navigate the 
complexities of cannabis 
legalization in a way that 
benefits all communities—
both Native and non-Native 
alike.

For more information 
about the compacting pro-
cess, including copies of 
signed cannabis compacts, 
visit the Tribal Compacts 
section on the Office of Can-
nabis Management’s web-
site https://mn.gov/ocm/
tribal-nation/.

In a his tor ic s tep for 
both the state and tribal 
sovereignty, Governor Tim 
Walz signed the first-ever 
Tribal-state compact under 
Minnesota’s 2023 cannabis 
law. The agreement, signed 
on May 20, establishes a 
groundbreaking partnership 
between the State of Min-
nesota and the White Earth 
Nation to regulate canna-
bis, with a strong focus on 
promoting public health, 
safety, and economic de-
velopment.

This compact is the first 
of its kind since the state 
Legislature authorized the 
Governor to negotiate sim-
ilar agreements—known 
as cannabis compacts—
with Tribal Nations. These 
compacts are designed to 
enhance the regulation of 
cannabis in a manner that 
is beneficial not only to the 
state but also to the Tribes, 
ensuring that the cannabis 

market operates legally and 
responsibly while support-
ing the economic well-be-
ing of both the state and 
Tribal communities.
A collaborative approach to 
cannabis regulation

The agreement between 
the White Earth Nation 
and the State of Minnesota 
outlines a cooperative ap-
proach to managing can-
nabis in a way that benefits 
everyone. The compact will 
help establish a well-reg-
ulated market, encourage 
public health measures, and 
foster economic growth on 
both sides. The agreement 
also sets the stage for the 
White Earth Nation to exer-
cise its sovereignty in regu-
lating cannabis on its land, 
creating new opportunities 
for the Tribe.

What this means for Min-
nesota’s cannabis landscape

Minnesota’s cannabis law, 
passed in 2023, tasked the 

Governor with negotiating 
compacts with Tribes that 
share territory with the state. 
The goal is clear: to create 
a legal and safe cannabis 
marketplace that works for 
everyone. In addition to 
ensuring public health and 
safety, the compacts aim to 
generate economic bene-
fits through legal cannabis 
sales, create jobs, and open 
up new avenues for Tribal 
economic development.

The White Earth Nation, 
located in northwestern 
Minnesota, is the first of 
many Tribal Nations to enter 
into such an agreement. The 
compact sets a powerful 
precedent for future nego-
tiations with other Tribes in 
the state, further cement-
ing the state’s commitment 
to respecting Tribal sover-
eignty while promoting a 
regulated and responsible 
cannabis industry.
A new era of tribal-state 

Governor Walz signs first tribal-state cannabis compact
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