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Saarthak Shankavaram, Associate
Concertmaster of the Philharmonic
Orchestra.

Philharmonic Orchestra
to perform Beethoven's
5th Symphony at final
season concert June 7

By William Bellou
Publisher
he San Jose Youth Sympho-
Tny's Philharmonic Orches-
tra presents its 2024-25 Sea-
son Finale Concert on Saturday,

June 7th, 2 p.m. at the California
Theatre, 345 S. 1st Streetin down-

San Jose parks
face budget cuts
amid ongoing
work backlog

By Lorraine Gabbert
San José Spotlight
an Jose Parks, Recreation and Neighbor-
Shood Services continues to wrestle with
budget cuts and backlogs, and the upcom-
ing year isn’t going to be easy.

The city is facing a projected 2025-26 budg-
et deficit of $35.6 million — and the parks
department won’t go unscathed. The budget is
expected to decrease park funding by $2.8 mil-
lion next year, according to Sheena Talosig,
spokesperson for the department.

“We do everything we can to stretch our
resources — grants, partnerships, volunteers
and contractors all help us maintain parks,” she
told San José Spotlight. “We’re also always look-
ing for ways to be more efficient, but the bot-
tom line is that we just don’t have enough staff
to meet the need. With a $550 million mainte-
nance backlog, it’s clear that sustainable fund-

Kathy Kleinsteiber designed a native pollinator garden at Cahalan Park in San Jose. She said more volun-
teers are needed to help with park maintenance. Photo by Lorraine Gabbert..

ing for park staffing is critical to keeping our
parks safe, clean and accessible.”
Maintenance and preserving parks is at the
department’s core, Avi Yotam, deputy parks
director, said ata May 12 Almaden Valley Com-
munity Association meeting. He said the $2.5
million in budget cuts includes the loss of
$100,000 for community forestry. Other cost
savings will come from the city’s closure of
Yosemite Family Camp due to wildfire damage
this summer, with a one-time savings of

$240,000 while being repaired, Yotam said.

The City Council is also considering the pri-
vatization of Lake Cunningham Action Sports
Camp, a skateboard and bike park, which could
save the city $879,000 annually.

To ensure equity in park upkeep, the depart-
ment uses the Healthy Places Index to guide
its decisions and in prioritizing maintenance
in neighborhoods with the greatest need,
Talosig said.

See BACKLOG, page 3

town San Jose.

This premier orchestra, under
the artistic leadership of Music
Director and Conductor Yair
Samet, is made up of the most
advanced students in the San Jose
Youth Symphony.

The Final Season Concert will
open the concert with George
Gershwin’s Funny Face Overture,
from his musical, Funny Face,
which featured Fred Astaire on
Broadway, dancing for the first
time in top hat and tails.

Featuring orchestra violinists as
soloists — Saarthak Shankavaram
and An-Po Chen — the orchestra
will perform Sarasate’s virtuosic
Navarra for Two Violins and Orch-
estra,aworkinspired by Sarasate’s
birthplace in the Navarre region of
Spain.

The concert closes with the most
well-known and dramatic works,
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony, a great
musical experience for the whole

family! See CONCERT, page 5

Top three professional
Pickleball player comes
to Almaden Valley
Athletic Club June 14th

AVAC to Host Pro Clinics with Kaitlyn
Christian, No. 3 on the PPA Tour

ith nearly 20 million players in the US,
Wpickleball is the fastest growing sport

in America, known for its tight knit
community that’s both welcoming and sup-
portive.

The sport has many benefits including phys-
ical, mental, and social, but perhaps mostimpor-
tant, it's fun, and it's addicting.

To help players looking to advance their skills
and add more strategy to their game, the
Almaden Valley Athletic Club (AVAQC),
announced it will host two pro pickleball clin-
ics on Saturday, June 14th, led by Kaitlyn Chris-
tian, the world’s 3rd ranked women’s pickle-
ball player.

Whether you're currently stuck in the “3.0 -
3.5 wall” or you're playing at an intermediate-
toadvanced level and want to progress, this pro-
fessional series is for you. Kaitlyn will lead the
clinics alongside AVAC'’s Director of Pickleball,
Josh Martin, with coaching support from Hap-
pyDinker, a community-driven movement. In
between clinics, participants will have the oppor-
tunity to connect with Kaitlyn for photos, auto-
graphs, and a chance to hear about life on the
PPA Tour.

“I'm excited to bring my experience as a pro
on the PPA Tour to the San Jose pickleball com-
munity,” said Kaitlyn. “It's always inspiring to

see how much excitement and camaraderie
there is around the sport. I'm grateful to be a
part of it and share my passion and skills with
fellow players.”

“This is a big win for the South Bay pickleball
community,” said Josh Martin, AVAC'’s Director
of Pickleball.“Having Kaitlyn at AVAC not only
brings the PPA Tour closer to home, it's also
exciting and arare opportunity to train with an
elite player in a small group setting.”

Each 3-hour clinic includes:

» Two hours of drilling focused on technique,
skill development, positioning and strategy

« One hour of match play against Kaitlyn, Mar-
tin and HappyDinker coaches

e Small group setting (16 players max, 4:1
coach ratio)

 Free HappyDinker t-shirt

Clinic Schedule:

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM: Intermediate to Advanced
Players (3.4+ DUPR Verified)

5:00 PM - 8:00 PM: Intermediate Players (3.0
- 3.5; No Verification Required)

For more information or to register, contact
Josh Martin at jmartin@AVAC.us or call (408)
445-4915.

SEE OUR LisTINGS OF LocAL ReaLToRS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BAcK COVER



PAGE 2 m ALMADEN TIMES ® JUNE 6 - JUNE 19, 2025 SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

/

SAN JOSE YOUTH
SYMPHONY

@,

ey F

a

2024 - 2025 SEASON

PHILHAR
ORCHEST

Yair Samet, Music Director and Conductor

Season Finale Concert

Gershwin - Funny Face Overture

Sarasate - Navarra for Two Violins and Orchestra
Saarthak Shankavaram & An-Po Chen, violins
Beethoven - Symphony No. b

SATURDAY

o/7 .

California Theatre, 345 S. 1st Street, San Jose
Tickets available now at sjys.org @ 2:00 PM

or by phone 408.225.2334
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Silicon Valley's demographics are shifting as birth rates in Santa Clara and San Mateo counties
have dropped by 34% over the last 33 years, while residents 65 and up have grown by 28% since

2013. File photo.

Silicon Valley faces challenges
as its population gets older

By Brandon Pho
San José Spotlight
Ithough Silicon Valley has a reputa-
Ation for attracting young, tech-savvy
workers, the cycle may no longer be
true as statistics point toward older adults
shifting the dynamic and the area being ill-
equipped for the looming change.

Fewer births and longer life expectancies
will have Americans age 65 and up out-
numbering children by 2030, according to
the U.S. Census Bureau. But local leaders
warn the boom will happen much sooner in
Silicon Valley. Birth rates in Santa Clara and
San Mateo counties have dropped by 34%
over the last 33 years, while residents 65

and up have grown by 28% since 2013,
according to this year’s annual report on
economic and demographic trends known
as the Silicon Valley Index. Yet the region is
failing to address its future and needed
changes to housing, long-term adult care
and mobility as the population grows older.
“It's happening around the country, but
it's going to happen much sooner here —
and more dramatically — than around the
rest of the country,” Joe Simitian, former Dis-
trict 5 Santa Clara County supervisor, told
SanJosé Spotlight. “That generates a whole
cascade of things on a ‘to do’ list that we

should be working on now.”
See AGING, page 8
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< ACTIVE ADULTS 50+ Z

The Almaden Senior Association Members are a diverse group of enthusiastic active
adults 50+ who enjoy new learning opportunities, new experiences, and new adventures.
Join us today. Meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that will
enhance your life and open new doors.

Membership offers opportunities to enjoy...

o Exercise Classes for all levels & abilities.

e Lunch events with entertainment run by members of the association.
e Trips to local and not so local places of interest.

classes through San Jose PRNS.

Senior Safari is back this summer.
Visitors ages 50 and up are invited to visit San Jose’s iconic Happy Hollow Park & Zoo for free

Get some fresh air and exercise as you enjoy free admission, free parking, early entry to the
9 and 10 am.

Summer Concert Series 2025:
ACC's staff is again presenting music in the park on Thursdays in July. Each Thursday, enjoy
the sounds of local bands at Greystone Park at Camden Ave and Mount Carmel Dr, from 6:30
to 8pm. Here are each week’s bands...

July 10" — Misspent Youth

July 17t — Identity Problem

July 24 — House Rockers

July 315t — The Iconics
Bring your blanket, chairs, food and experience a wonderful evening of music and fun. The
Almaden Senior Association is sponsoring the band The Iconics on July 315t
Reminder: alcohol is not allowed in the park.

Almaden Senior Association
at the Almaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120
https://almadenseniors.org
https://www.facebook.com/almadenseniors

It’s easy & FREE

Stop by the front desk at the Alimaden Community Center and ask for an application. Currently
Membership is free. Membership includes a copy of our newsletter and offers you discounts on

on the 4" Thursday of each month from May to October. The next date is Thursday, June 26th.

park, the zoo, animal meet and greets and much more. To get in free, you must arrive between

e &

Backlog

Continued from page 1

She added the department is looking at
how park funding can be restructured, after
the city cut developer fees that took fund-
ing away from parks. This summer, the
department will begin community outreach
to better understand what people wantand
need from city parks. The feedback will help
shape a potential ballot measure to secure
sustainable maintenance funding and a new
park master plan focused on how to make
the system more flexible and equitable city-
wide, she said.

The existing maintenance backlog has
impacted community centers, park grounds,
playgrounds, restrooms, picnic areas, sports
facilities and trails.

City parks receive funding from con-
struction, property transfer taxes, devel-
opment impact fees, general fund alloca-
tions, gifts, grants and partnerships.
Although the department receives $40 mil-
lion annually from the construction taxes,
council members — in an effort to accel-
erate housing construction — have reduced
funding allocations.

Yotam said the Parks and Recreation Mas-
ter Plan will balance immediate mainte-
nance needs with long-term aspira-

tions. “Using our California Park and Recre-
ation Society’s standards for park mainte-
nance, we assessed how many staff we ought
to have as a park and rec department for
the city,” he said. “We found we’re about
100 people short.”

Kathy Kleinsteiber has volunteered with
planting pollinator gardens at local parks
for years. The city asked her to choose plants
and design a pollinator garden at Cahalan
Park, which she maintains with other neigh-
borhood volunteers.

“It would be nice to give money to parks
because they don’t have enough money to
maintain them,” Kleinsteiber told San José
Spotlight. “Most of our parks look like heck.
The budget cuts are making it even worse.”

Parks Manager Veronica Schulte said the
park service depends on volunteers and is
pursuing additional grants. In fiscal year
2002-03, they had about 227 full-time staff
in park maintenance covering 1,475 acres,
she said. This dropped to 183 full-time staff
responsible for 1,801 acres of park land
during this past fiscal year.“Fast forward to
this year, we have more acreage but less
staff. We're stretched very thin over the
additional parks,” she said. “Having more
parks means less services over time for each
of the parks on a day-to-day basis, because
they have more to do on their routes than
they did before with less people.”

to get rid of your junk

SJenvironment.org/junkpickup

SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

Environmental Services

Help keep our neighborhood clean!  Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500
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Women's Club
celebrates

its 130th
anniversary

By William Bellou
Publisher
he San Jose Woman’s Club
T celebrated its 130th anniver-
sary atits historicdowntown
clubhouse on May 22.

The club was born in December
1894 when nine women —
described as “public spirited” in a
1929 newspaper article — gath-
ered at the downtown studio of
Fannie Estabrook.

Two of the big topics of discus-

sion in 1894 were women’s suf-
frage and Prohibition. And there
were definitely points of disagree-
ment, according to historians.

The club and its members helped
found the San Jose Day Nursery
and were early supporters of the
Sempervirens Club to save the red-
woods in Big Basin.

Over the years, the club champi-
oned education and advancing
women'’s rights. In 1939-40, the
club sponsored the San Jose Junior
Woman'’s Club for women under
40, and one of its first members
was Betty Ann Chandler. At 107, the
club’s oldest and longest-serving
member and still makes occasion-
al appearances at events.

Today the clubhas 167 members
— and thatnumber has been trend-
ing upward since the COVID-19
pandemic, as the club continues to

host events for its members and
rent outits Landmark Ballroom to
other organizations.

Google joins
state in media
assistance

Partnership will help
industry, but some say

funds fall short of goal

By William Bellou

Publisher

etails regarding a hard-
D foughtpartnership between

California and Google pro-
viding financial assistance toward
the state’s news media, an indus-
try that shrunk dramatically in the
digital age were revealed last
week.

The creation of the California
Civic Media Fund, a partnership
between news media, Google and
philanthropists, would dole out a
mix of public and private funds to
media outlets.

Critics, including a former state
senator, say the agreement falls
short of earlier proposals that
would have forced Google and
other tech giants to pay newspa-
per publishers for using their con-

tent or harvesting data.

Google’s parent company Alpha-
bet has agreed to contribute at
least $10 million for the project’s
first year and has also agreed to
pitch in “additional matching dol-
lars if more public, private or phil-
anthropic money is raised,” Wicks’
office said in a news release.

Alphabet says it will continue
funding other programs, includ-
ing the Google News Initiative.
Last year, the company threat-
ened to axe the program as law-
makers attempted to regulate the
company.

The agreementis on pace to fall
short of Google’s pledge in August
to contribute nearly $173 million
to the fund over five years, along
with the Al accelerator. Howev-
er, the company could contribute
more in future years.
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LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE
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Academic Courses! Grades K - 12
*Online & In-Person

Now Enrolling!
2025 Courses and Summer Camps!

(408)839-5905
Visit: SCAASanJose.com
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Silver Creek Academy
F'Aﬂu‘ﬁ 5619 Silver Creek Valley Road

San Jose, CA 95138
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Writing & Grammar
Reading Comprehension

Mathematics
Public Speaking & Debate
Logic & Critical Thinking

Speech & Debate
HSPT Test Prep
Academic Summer Camps
Test-Taking & Study Skills
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Concert

Continued from page 1

Saarthak Shankavaram, Asso-
ciate Concertmaster of the Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, is a junior at
Prospect High School and has been
playing violin since the age of 9.
He has served as Concertmaster
of Stringand Chamber Orchestras
at his high school since his fresh-
man year and has been a member
of the San Jose Youth Symphony
for the pastfour years. He has also
won first prize in both the Cham-
ber Orchestra’s Concerto Compe-
tition in 2021 and the Philhar-
monic Orchestra’s Young Artist
Competition in 2022.

An-Po Chen, Concertmaster of
the Philharmonic Orchestra, has
been with the San Jose Youth Sym-
phony since 2022. Now a senior
at Archbishop Mitty High School,
An-Pois currently studying violin,
conducting and chamber musicat
the San Francisco Conservatory of
Music’s Pre-College Academy. An
avid chamber musician, his octet,
which he led as 1st violinist, was
named Ensemble Winner at Indi-
ana University’s 2024 Final Gala
Concert. He also performed as a
soloist with the Philharmonic
Orchestra as a winner of that
orchestra’s Young Artist Compe-
tition in 2022.

An-Po Chen, Concertmaster of the
Philharmonic Orchestra

The San Jose Youth Symphony
(SJYS) is one of the oldest and finest
youth orchestras on the West Coast
of the U.S. Founded over seven
decades ago as part of the former
San Jose Symphony, SJYS hasarich
tradition of musical performance
and education.

The musicians of SJYS, all school-
age youth, are chosen from more
than 650 applicants through our
annual auditions. The SJYS com-
prises 13 distinct performing
ensembles: two full orchestras, a
chamber orchestra, two flute
choirs, two string ensembles, as
well as winds, brass, harp, saxo-
phone, percussion, and jazz ensem-
bles.

To order tickets, visit the SJYS
website: https://sjys.org/sjys-
store

BLOOD DRIVE

Evergreen Community Blood Drive

Saturday, June 14
8:00am-2:00pm

AN

STANFORD
BLOOD CENTER

Gym at the
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-Day Saints

Information:
Tom Mitchell
TJude@comcast.com

Appointments:
sbedonor.org
Use QR code

Donate at the drive and gef two free
tickets to see the Giants!

Learn more at stanfordbloodcenter.org/giantsdays

SAVING WATER OUTDOORS IS £45Y
WITH OUR FREE WATER-WISE SURVEY

/'é/ Valley Water

WaterSavings.org
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By Annalise Freimarck
San José Spotlight

my and George Hsu look forward to
Alunch five days a week at Sunnyvale

United Methodist Church. It's where
they socialize with dozens of older adults,
listen to a lively jazz band play “Blueberry
Hill” and get a meal with fresh fruit and
vegetables they wouldn’t be able to budget
for on a daily basis.

“Every morning, firstthing ... ‘Oh, we have
lunch. We have to go,"” George Hsu told San
José Spotlight with a smile. “So it moves
you forward.”

About 37 senior nutrition programs serve
16,000 older adults a free or low-priced
lunch across Santa Clara County, according
to 2024 county data. The programs keep
growing every year, as the region’s aging
population on a fixed income struggles to
purchase affordable, nutritious food and
find activities to combat loneliness. The
county’s roughly $12 million budget for the
programs can’t keep up with rising demand,
even with hundreds of thousands of dollars
inreimbursements for extra meals. The sit-
uation is leaving the programs in a finan-
cially unpredictable state.

The Sunnyvale program the Hsus attend
overserves meals outside its county-allo-
cated budget. Santa Clara County funds
about 138 meals a day, but program vol-
unteers said they dish out 150 to 170 meals
Monday through Friday, with food like chick-

Voted

BEST DOG TRAINER!

X

& Day School

& Boarding

Result oriented puppy
& dog training solutions

630.538.3011

O J

changing benavior«improving lives

& Private Training
& Board & Train & Puppy Classes
& Leash Reactive Dog Classes

& Dog About Town Classes

Older adults receive free lunches of chicken cordon bleu, bread, broccoli and butternut squash at
one of Sunnyvale's senior nutrition programs. Photo by Annalise Freimarck.

en cordon bleu. It's the same story for 14
programs in San Jose, two in Palo Alto, one
in Los Gatos and multiple others across the
county.

Ronald Nathan, chairperson for the Sun-
nyvale program volunteer committee, said
they rely on church funding and county
reimbursements to subsidize extra meals.
He constantly worries about having to turn
people away because the county budget
fluctuates, especially with a potential $70
million in federal funding cuts this year.
County and church funds cover the nearly
$500,000-a-year program, which couldn’t
feed many older adults without govern-

THE MERCURY NEWS

in Sili BEz 2
In Stlicon Valley \§'>vo5

2024 & 2025

www.DForDogTraining.com

ment support.

“We don’tturn anybody back unless we've
absolutely run out of food,” Nathan told San
José Spotlight. “There’s a budget and
(there’s) the people who need it. How do
you balance that?”

Santa Clara County is trying to address
the need.

Vandana Puri, manager of the county sen-
ior nutrition program, said the county is
adjusting the fiscal year 2025-26 contracts
of every program that has overserved.

The 2025-26 county budget proposes giv-
ing the whole program $1.5 million to make
up for the gap left by pandemic dollars it
no longer receives. The county even stepped
in last year to fund more than $100,000 in
meals for San Jose services.

It's not enough in a county facing an elder
boom. By 2030, county officials predict
adults aged 60 and older will comprise more
than 25% of the population.

Related Stories

Puri said the county has never fully fund-
ed individual senior nutrition programs,
adding it’s about collaboration.

“How we move all these pieces to be
responsive to the growing need is something
we rely on each organization to help us
understand, so we can be effective in how
we support the program as a whole,” she
told San José Spotlight.

The Los Gatos program, which serves
about 90 older adults daily, relies on a com-

bination of resources. The county is reim-
bursing it about $20,000 for overserved
meals, according to program management.
It also typically receives $22,000 from the
town and $25,000 from Los Gatos Thrives
Foundation, an older adult nonprofit.

Even with that combination, Executive
Director Kathy Mlinarich said the program
is often in the red. It will still have a rough-
ly $23,000 deficit after the county reim-
bursement. It's unclear if it will get town
funding while Los Gatos is contending with
its own shortfalls.

Mlinarich said without the county’s reim-
bursements, which she called “Band-Aids,”
the program could run two more years
before it would have to turn people away.

“It’s just going to keep growing,” she told
San José Spotlight. “I'm just going to keep
asking for money like a teenager.”

The Portuguese Organization for Social
Services and Opportunities relies on
fundraising for its extra meals as a program
in one of the poorest parts of San Jose.

Executive Director Elsa Oliveira said the
county funds 122 dine-in and 77 delivered
meals a day, but the nonprofit often sees
130 people eating in its facilities and deliv-
ers extra meals.

“They’re elderly, and so it’s just a really
precarious situation,” Oliveira told San José
Spotlight. “A lot of them are very housing
insecure. You have multiple stressors com-
bined with a low income, so it just exacer-
bates that need.”

The organization is set to receive $26,000
in county reimbursements for some of its
overserved meals. Oliveira said it will like-
ly have to pay for about 1,200 extra meals
— food that helps residents such as Dolores
Perales.

“This really helps me alotbecause I could-
n't afford it if I had to go to the store and
buy it,” Perales told San José Spotlight. “It’s
so expensive. I just love coming here and
eating.”

Amy and George Hsu have been regulars
of the Sunnyvale program for a year, with
no plans to stop. They’'ve benefited from
the food and the many friends they’ve made.

“For the senior people, we are kind of iso-
lated,” Amy Hsu told San José Spotlight.
“Over here, we go out and we chat with the
people — makes me happy.”

Older adults dance to a live jazz band at one of Sunnyvale’s senior nutrition programs. Photo by

Annalise Freimarck.
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Bring your yard to life!

Our rebates of up to $3,000
help make the change!

WaterSavings.org

/é./ Valley Water

a

B all |

$1,988,000
3 beds, 4 baths, 2,127 sq. ft.

3093 Stevenson Drive, Pebble Beach, CA

Call for Your Private Showing

Exclusive Pebble Beach Retreat! Your coastal dream awaits just steps from the shore. Nestled in prestigious Pebble Beach, this
exquisite single-level 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath residence sits a mere .7-mile stroll from the ocean. Located in the Pacific Grove School
District, a perfect harmony of elegance and comfort defines this remarkable property, beginning with its completely renovated
kitchen featuring premium marble countertops and custom solid wood cabinetry that will inspire your culinary creativity. Each
thoughtfully designed bedroom serves as a private sanctuary, offering the tranquility you deserve after a day exploring California's
stunning coastline. Recently upgraded with a new roof and gutter system. This home promises exceptional peace of mind and
minimal maintenance concerns for years to come. Inside, warm-toned wood floors flow throughout, creating a canvas ready for
your design vision. Discover your private oasis with a fully fenced backyard. This rare opportunity is in one of California's most
sought-after Coastal communities, located along the Country Club West corridor. Come and make this Pebble Beach gem your

own and embrace the distinctive lifestyle that only this prestigious location can offer.

Annette Boggs
REALTOR®/ FOUNDER
831-601-5800

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
DRE # 01317801

Times Feature

www.aboveandbeyondca.com

Report: 2024’'s
States with the
Best & Worst Early
Education Systems

ith early education shown to boost
quture earning potential but few
states offering free preschool pro-

grams, the personal-finance website Wal-
letHub just released its report on 2024's
States with the Best & Worst Early Educa-
tion Systems, as well as expert commentary.
In order to determine the best early edu-
cation systems in America, WalletHub com-
pared the 50 states and the District of Colum-
biaacross 12 key metrics. The data set ranges
from the share of school districts that offer

a state pre-K program to the number of pre-
K quality benchmarks met and total report-
ed spending per child enrolled in pre-K.

Quality of Early Education in California
(1=Best; 25=Avg.):

e Overall Rank: 29th

¢ 18th - Share of 3- and 4-year-olds Enrolled
in pre-K, pre-K Special Education and Head
Start

« 1st - Income Requirement for State Pre-
K Eligibility

« 1st - Total Reported Spending per Child
Enrolled in Preschool

e 14th - Total State Head Start Program
Spending per Child Enrolled in Preschool

e 1st - Monthly Child Care Co-Payment
Fees as a Percent of Family Income

Note: With the exception of “Total Score,”
all of the columns in the table above depict
the relative rank of that state, where a rank
of 1 represents the best conditions for that
metric category.

For the full report, please visit: https://wal-
lethub.com/edu/states-with-the-best-and-
worst-early-education-systems/62668
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Classifieds

Above Work!

and Beyond

REAL ESTATE

B

Call 408-494-7000
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Times Local News

Aging

Continued from page 3

Housing is going to become a major chal-
lenge. Older adults are staying put and
younger people are leaving the area, which
has one of the highest housing costs in
the nation. It spells a future of fewer work-
ing-age people, such as caregivers and
health care workers, who can’t afford to
live in the valley and will have to com-
mute from outside the region making
immediate, ongoing care difficult.

The more people age and their incomes
become fixed, the less likely they’ll move
out of homes with lower tax rates, accord-
ing to Joint Venture Silicon Valley CEO
Russell Hancock, who oversees the study
of regional economic and demographic
trends every year.

“That locks (older) people into their
houses,” Hancock told San José Spotlight.
“The elderly are actually stuck in that
house which is probably too big and that
introduces inefficiency in a region that
needs efficiency - we need all those extra
rooms.”

Elder boom

During Simitian’s 12 years as county
supervisor, his office explored ideas to
support the region’s future older adult
boom. Thatincluded adult day care, which
gave caregivers respite during the day
and helped older adults remain in their
homes over costlier living facilities. He
studied support programs for caregivers

|
through training. His office even doled
out funding to refurbish homes and com-
munity centers to make them age-friend-
ly.

“But unfortunately, the county budget
situation is not as robust as it once was,”
Simitian said.

A widening structural financial deficit
could put the county’s critical social safe-
ty net services on the chopping block. The
county’s largest funding source for its pub-
lichealth care services could vanish if Con-
gress follows through on proposed spend-
ing cuts to Medicaid. This could put more
social services on the back-burner as offi-
cials grapple with absorbing the county’s
worst fiscal crisis since the pandemic.

Tylor Taylor, chair of the Santa Clara

County Senior Care Commission, said it’s
difficult for his panel to make real progress
when it doesn’t have the ability to pro-
vide more input on budget decisions
regarding elder care and services for the
aging population. He said the commission
should have a more active role in weigh-
ing in on staffing levels for older adult
protective services and senior nutrition
programs.

“You schedule speakers, hear presen-
tations and present recommendations to
the Board of Supervisors. It's an indirect
route,” Taylor told San José Spotlight.
“There should be a fiduciary layer to the
work — we don’t have to be necessarily
assigned a budget, but the commission
should be able to make decisions on budg-

eting. Without that, there’s really no teeth.”

Mobility challenges

Atamorelocal level, efforts to increase
older adult mobility have become dis-
jointed. Cities who initially shrugged off
the obligation to help fund elderly ride-
share services are now starting their own
different costlier shuttles.

One of Simitian’s and Taylor’s biggest
strides was championing the 2017 roll-
out of the county’s Reach Your Destina-
tion Easily (RYDE) program, a curb-to-
curb transportation and local trip plan-
ning service for adults 65 and up. It pre-
dominantly serves the West Valley —
Campbell, Cupertino, Los Gatos, Monte
Sereno and Saratoga. The service recent-
ly expanded into parts of San Jose and
Morgan Hill. Taylor said the program has
applied for another round of funding to
help expand into Gilroy.

But RYDE faced challenges getting com-
munities to buy in. One reason was that
RYDE didn’t have an app. Cities that helped
launch the program through seed money
ended up launching their own, according
to Taylor, whose Saratoga-based non-
profit Successful Aging Solutions & Com-
munity Consulting oversaw the service
for the county.

“These shuttle programs are much more
expensive,” he said. “We asked these cities
for $20,000 to $30,000 to help support
RYDE, when Cupertino a year or two after
spent $2 million to start their shuttle pro-
gram.”

mzn noe‘

l PICKS UP "

RESIDENTIAL AND SMALL BUSINESS PAPER SHREDDING

DROP-OFF SHREDDING SERVICE

WAT "H IT SHRED!

PAPER SHREDDNG (ARD DRIVE
%1000 PER BOX
10'2'¥5"

www.RE l)l)()(x‘slllll* D.com
408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE + 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)

SHREDDING

. OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT
« DOCUMENT PURGES

* PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

CAM®

Camera Archive & Mapping

Helpful Tips:

« Know how to download your camera
footage

« When mounting cameras, please be
aware of places where people may have
a reasonable expectation of privacy
(examples: their backyard or interior of
their home)

« Focus and mount your video on key

points of entry or concern

Exterior Mounting Location Options:

Front door, rear door, side gate,

driveway/front parking lot, second floor

wide view and street view.

Keep batteries charged in your cameras.

Consider lighting around your cameras.

For assistance call the

Crime Prevention Unit (408) 277-4133.

SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT
201 W. Mission St.
San Jose, CA95110

Partner with the
San Jose Police Department
in fighting crime by registering
your camera today.

HOW TO REGISTER

* Complete the registration form
through sjpd.org or scan the
QR code below.

If a crime occurs in your
community or place of
business, SJPD will contact
you for video footage.

All information is confidential.
Registration is voluntary and
there is no cost associated
with registration.

https://www.sjpd.org/community/crime-
prevention/security-camera-registration
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Career Column

Just Keep
Going

By Angela Copeland
ayoffs and scary headlines
Lare all over the news right
now. From
the looks of things,
you might think
there's no hope.
And, if you were
recently impacted
by a layoff, things
may feel pretty bleak; but, don't
give up hope.

Whenyou are impacted by alay-
off, it can legitimately feel worse
than you had even imagined. It
can be hard for friends or family
to relate to what you're going
through unless they've been
through it.

These days, it's not uncommon
for an employer to lay off work-
ers with no notice and no sever-
ance. It's like a breakup, except
there may also be an immediate
loss of income, healthcare, and
other benefits.

On top of the financial loss, there
is often a loss of identity. Until it

happens, many people don't
think about how much of their
identity is tied up in work. But,
if you've worked at your com-
pany for fifteen years, for exam-
ple, you may be used to intro-
ducing yourself with your job
title. It's who you are, and what
you do every day. It's where your
friends are.

A sudden lack of purpose and
structure can get anyone
down. Even those who are the
mostresilient may find them-
selves in a slump. And, it's an
easy thing to have happen.
When applying for jobs, it may
feel like there are countless

applicants for very few jobs

openings.

In an effort to be supportive, a
friend or family member will
often offer advice. Sometimes,
thatadvice is that you should con-
sider becoming self-employed.
You could make your own hours
and earn way more money. And
it would be easier than finding a
job, right? Think again.

Being self-employed is a
tremendous amount of work.
This is especially true early on
in your entrepreneurial journey.
Sure, other business owners
make itlook easy. This is because
they don't want to be perceived

as a failure. They want their busi-
ness to appear to be on solid
ground. The reality is that being
an entrepreneur is hard work.
Rarely can you get by with just
one client. Typically, you need
at least five clients at any given
time.

Imagine how hard it is to find
one job. Then, multiply that times
five. And, subtract out things like
business expenses. Plus, there
will also be times that you may
make no money at all, such as
over holidays.

Don't get me wrong. For some
people, entrepreneurship is in
their bones. If that's you, you
probably already know it.

For everyone else, keep apply-
ing to job openings. Keep revis-
ing your resume. Keep updating
your LinkedIn profile. Keep
scheduling networking meetings.
[ know it's hard. But eventually
you will find one job. And, that
one job will likely provide more
stability and more money in the
long run than being self-em-
ployed.

[ know it's hard. Starting over
always is. But the only way is to
go through it. Keep going.

Angela Copeland, a leadership
and career expert, can be reached
at www.angelacopeland.com.

Savings on

Atlas
Trillo.

Heating & Air Conditioning

Unbeatable
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(408) 313-1412

Ashley.Carroll@cbnorcal.com
www.AshleyCarrollHomes.com
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(408) 440-7617
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One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents

G.R.LT.

An Equine-Assisted-Learning Program for Women

- I SELF-CONFIDENCE
HVAC Services!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000! REATITS
Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating LIFE SKILLS
and Cooling Systems
Many Payment Options to choose from
SAFE BOUNDARIES

Service Available Seven Days a Week
Licensed and Professional Technicians

Q Calltoday! (855) 447-2928

32000

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: on a New Cooling :
1 and Heating System with
\  ourBuyBackProgram! |
: :
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1

"It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learn
what these incredible teachers have lo offer us.” - GRIT Participant

SAVE

UPTO OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and

self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

Cooling or Heating
System Tune Up

1 Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fired systems. Valid at participating
1 ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial
1 customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center |
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred
1 and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value S.001.
Offer expires 6/30/2025. License numbers avalable at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of Calfornia as Greenstar Home Services License 4 I
1 795556, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and I
I Plumbing License #: 795540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742033, ARS License #: 791820°.

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or The S]'nall g[‘Oup meetsin 2 hOLlI' Sessions, once per V\EEkaI' SIX—WEEkS
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001
Offer expires 6/30/2025. License numbers available at americanresidential.com/
licenses. “Operating in the state of California as Greenstar Home Services License #
79656, RighTime Home Services License #: 765074, Beutler Air Conditioning and
Plumbing License #: 735540, Atlas Trillo License #: 742039, ARS License #: 791820".

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net 408-778-3567




PAGE 10 ® ALMADEN TIMES = JUNE 6 - JUNE 19, 2025

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Meals on Wheels

Nutritious Meals for Homebound Older Adults

Are you 60 years or older?

408 289 9442 Do you worry about shopping for food?

Do you struggle preparing meals on a regular basis?
Total RV Repair Service

ComPlete Parts Senieg & Rgp.ir To learn more about Meals on Wheels,
SAN JOSE, CA please call (408) 350-3237 or

email community@mysourcewise.com

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT T0 SERVE | | T /\VE SOME NEWS

COMMUNITIES, BAD TO SHARE?_
THINGS HAPPEN. 7

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Almaden Times

Serving the community since 1986

v ¥
Times Media, Inc. ‘ {estlvals u)ge\\\ﬂ \n “

B Almaden Times

B Evergreen Times }
B Willow Glen Times

Source: University of ‘
North Carolina School ' t
of Media & Journalism

CONTACT US AT
times@timesmediainc.com
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Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex
(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in
International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!
Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

e Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior

e Drywall Repairs
» Handyman Services

We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!
30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686

Insured & Bonded

TEL: (408) 281-7500

www.faithpainting.com

Farth o,

TimesClassifieds

T
SPRING SPECIALS!

Gall us for details

LODOK 'Y
FREEEYSY

Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!
Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!

Reflections Mausoleum
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all
transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

NS SHOE 778

®408-270-0850
No Shoe is Ever Too 01d!

22

Mo

'VT1-F\

Hours:

Mon-Fri
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 = 270-0850
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Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

ROOF R

g

GUTTER CLEANING AND
EPAIR SPECIAL

Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
Roof Restoration and Home Maintenance.

Local Willow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814.

A\‘ks! A
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LIVING HOPE
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES

https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd.

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every

Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan- :

gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY: Training
ministers on how to

use their love for God :

: EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
: CENTER (EIC)

¢ http://www.eicsan-

: jose.org

to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives

within our community
: San Jose CA 95148.
 (408) 239-6668
EPISCOPAL CHURCH :
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you".

with God’s love.

IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave.

San Jose, CA 95120.
: are Muslims, and what

The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243 :
: way of life. Islam

i began in the 7th centu-
: ry. People who follow
+ Islam are known as

i Muslims. The Quran is
+ the Divine book that

i guides Muslims to

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

S

: ship and outreach,

i we strive to nurture
+ and grow a strong

: faith community of

¢ believers, a family of
: all ages, where each
¢ member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued
¢ and empowered to

: serve. Children are

: especially welcomed
i and cherished as an
: important part of

: God's family.

O

Som1TY

l Evergreen [slamic Center

2486 Ruby Ave,
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
Q) What is Islam, who

is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
+ latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
¢ (swt) protect you and
3 your family".

¢ Please visit our website
¢ to learn more.

: HOLY SPIRIT

: CATHOLIC CHURCH

: Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-
3 bers. If you are looking
+ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

: invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-
¢ munity. All are wel-

i come! We are located
Grace i : at 1200 Redmond
: !qul_' of Evergreen :

: GRACE CHURCH OF
EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

¢ 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

¢ Kettmann, across from
¢ the Public Library.

: Serving Evergreen for
: over 55 years.

: John Goldstein Pastor.
: john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
3 better community.

: Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,

: Other classical Instru-
: ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6

¢ Caring for your child

: with God’s love and

: affection.

: Check our website for
: current activities.

Avenue, San Jose, CA

¢ 95120. Mass is cele-
i brated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our
+ weekend Mass sched-
: ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
: Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30
fam,11:30am.and6 :
¢ p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m. or by

: appointment. Our

: Parish Office is open

i Monday - Thursday

: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
¢ and Friday 9:00 a.m. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

: with someone in our

i parish office.

God s One
Jafexd

: Rab lk Hai

: SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.

San Jose, CA 95148

i The word Sikh (see-kh)
i means "disciple" or

¢ "student." A Sikh is a

: practitioner of the faith

¢ in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guruwho'is a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er" completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

: and learning. Sikhism

¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
¢ all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

i God (praying), earning
+ aliving by honest
means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

i with others. Currently
+ there are close to one
: million Sikhs living in

: the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

: living around the world.
¢ Sikhism is the 5th

¢ largest religion in the

i world. At the Gurd-

¢ wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome
: all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

: world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

: (food) in our kitchen

: which is open 365

: days of the year and

i serves complementary
¢ vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
< enter our history room

founded in the 15th
century by Guru Nanak

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

-
5 )
T,

¢ on site and walk the

¢ beautiful grounds.

¢ Learn more about us

i and community events
: We sponsor by visiting
i our website;

: http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

: 5111 San Felipe Rd.,

¢ San Jose, CA 95135

: 408-223-1770

+ www.sfoasj.com

i We invite you to join

: our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

¢ green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-
¢ sive diverse communi-
: ty striving to serve as
: Disciples of Jesus

¢ Christ in the footsteps
: of St. Francis, offering
+ prayerful and joyful

: liturgies, evangeliza-

: tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to :
: the community. :
: We offer spiritual

: opportunities for all

: ages, including chil-

: dren's liturgy, dynamic
: E.C.H.0 Jr. High,

: L.G.N.LTE. High

: School, & North Star
¢ Young Adult Ministries, :
i along with small faith
¢ communities and

: opportunities to help
: the poor and marginal- :
: ized of San Jose.

: Our Chapel, Gathering

PM. Come join us and

¢ Hall, Parish Office, Mis- ¢
: sion Center, Parish Gift
+ Shop, and Memorial

: Garden are all located

: at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
: Please come join us in
¢ worship at any of the

¢ following times in our
¢ Chapel: Weekdays (M-
: Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur-
: days at 4:.00 PM (Eng-
: lish) and 5:30 PM

¢ (Vietnamese); Sundays
i at 8:00 AM (English),

¢ 10:00 AM (English),

i 12:00 PM (English),

¢ 4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
¢ and 6:00 PM Youth

i Mass (English). The

: Villages Gated Com-

: munity also features a
:+ Mass on Sundays at

: 8:15 AM at the Cribari
¢ Auditorium.

¢ For more information,

: please call or visit us at :
: the Parish Office open
: M-F 9:00 AM -12:00
i PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00

¥,

-

share your presence

i with us so that together
: we may grow and

¢ share our gifts to help

: build God's Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

: THE POINT CHURCH
i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148
: (408) 270-7646

: English Service:

¢ Sundays at 9:30 &

i 11:00 AM

: Spanish Service:

: 11:00 AM

¢ Cambodian Service:
i 11:00 AM

: Cantonese Service:

i 11:00 AM

¢ Mandarin Service:

i 11:00AM

Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):
: Every Saturday at 6:30
: PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com



STAY SAFE SUMMER PACKAGE
only $775.00, a value of $380!"

Prepare your vehicle for the season with a comprehensive winterization service designed to
ensure safety, efficiency, and reliability during colder months. This package includes:

Engine Oil & Filter Change (up to 5 gts. oil)
Includes Multi-Point Inspection

Coolant System Inspection & Top off

Check for leaks and proper functionality. N/
"\'\\//’7

Battery Performance Test /
Voltage testing and inspection of connections to prevent cold-weather failures.

Tire Care
Pressure check and adjustment.
Tread inspection for adequate traction in wet conditions.

Heater and Defroster Check
Ensure proper operation for driver comfort and safety.

Wiper Blades and Windshield Inspection
Top off windshield washer fluid.

Brake and Suspension Inspection
Ensure brakes and suspension are winter-ready for maximum safety.

Bonus:
15% off a future service booked within 30 days.

This package provides peace of mind and ensures your car is equipped for the challenges of
winter driving. Would you like to schedule your appointment today?

CALL US TODAY 408-477-2242
Www.SOSAUTOREPAIR com 3519 SAN FELIPE ROAD SAN JOSE, CA. 95135

DISCLAIMER: MOST VEHICLES. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER, PER INVOICE. NO CASH VALUE.
MUST MENTION THIS AD AT TIME OF DROP OFF TO RECEIVE SPECIAL/DISCOUNT. OFFER ENDS 6/30/25
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