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    July is always a busy month...  
   Vintage Tractor & Farm Festival, Car/Bike Shows. Festivals all 
around our communites and more, all in this months Family 
Flyer.  
   Be sure to Thank a member of our armed forces when you see 
them, for FREEDOM is not FREE. Thanks for shopping local 
with the Family Flyer Advertisers first and using the coupons 
and services in this months Family Flyer. 
   Watch for us again next month on line August 7th and plan to 
attend The Porter County Fair July 17th to 26th.      

Sincerely, 
The Family Flyer Staff 

*The Publisher has made every effort to ensure the accuracy of all information 
in this Family Flyer. The Publishers, however, can not accept responsibility for 
any error that may occur.

“To a child's eye a lightning-bug 
outshines the brightest fixed star. 
There is no little childishness in 
every generation of grown-up  
people. The Lightning-bug never 
sees a second summer, the star 
shines on forever.”

Welcome to the July Family Flyer! 

Call Today...  
219/916-4728

July 11th - 13th, Broad Street Blues and  
BBQ Festival 
Central Park, 600 North Broad St., Griffith, IN The Broad Street 
Blues and BBQ Festival is a 3-day festival that takes place in 
Griffith Central Park. The baddest, funkiest, and FREE blues  
festival in the Midwest is back, bringing you blues legends and 
blazing young guns from across the nation and beyond! Final 
arrangements are underway to secure the best of the best in  
nationally and internationally touring blues artists—stay tuned for 
our lineup announcement soon! All ages. No outside coolers 
allowed. 
 
July 18th - July 19th Taste of Crown Point, Bulldog Park 183 S 
West Street, Crown Point, IN The Taste of Crown Point returns to 
Bulldog Park from 5-10 pm Friday and Noon to 10 pm Saturday. 
Sample cuisine from local Crown Point restaurants, enjoy live 
music and more! Admission is free. The splash pad will be open, 
weather permitting. 
 
July 18th - 20th  - Singing Sands Festival Washington Park, 115 
Lakeshore Dr., Michigan City, IN. The Singing Sands Sand 
Sculpting Festival will be held on Washington Park Beach. The 
worlds most talented sand sculptors  
compete over the 3-day festival, creating beautiful works  
of art in the famous “singing sands” of Lake Michigan. The festival 
includes live music, full bars and a wide  
variety of food, crafts and merchandise, as well as a Kid’s Sand 
Zone. 10 am - 8 pm.

Festival Guide 2025



To Advertise in our Flyer Business Listing  

in The Family Flyer please call 219/916-4728 
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Weekdays 9am-5pm: Sat. 10am-4pm 
Sun. & evenings by appointment.

15% off 
Expires 

8/15/25

KOVENZ MEMORIAL 
2404 Roosevelt Rd., Valparaiso, IN

219-531-2717       KovenzMemorial.com

• Markers &  
   Mausoleums  
• Pet Markers  

• Silk Wreaths  
• Saddles   
• Remembrance Lights

Custom Designed Granite Monuments 

THE FAMILY FLYER . . . . . 219/916-4728 or 219/689-6262 
P.O. Box 1004 Crown Point, IN 46308 

 
 

COUNTERFITTERS, INC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 219/531-0848 
Serving Lake & Porter County 

 
 

HIGGINS OVERHEAD DOOR . 219/663-2231 & 219/762-0667 
Over 25 yrs. experience in overhead door sales, service &  
installation. 1305 Erie Ct., Suite A, Crown Point, IN  
www.higginsoverheaddoor.com 
 

 
 
 

CROWN POINT TRAINS STOP . . . . . . . . . 219/663-4480 
1122-A N. Main St. Crown Point, IN 46307 

 
 
 
 

KENNEDY RENTALS, INC. . . . . . . . . . . . . 219/756-9996 
8900 Louisiana St., Merrillville, IN 46410

FLYER BUSINESS LISTINGS  
= RESULTS

Truck Rental

Cabinets/Countertops

Advertising

Garage Doors & Openers

Model Railroading

Ingredients: 
1 ¾ cup blueberries  
1 Tbsp. baking powder  
1 cup milk  
2 cups sugar  
2 Tbsp. melted butter  
2 eggs  
1 stick butter  
3 cups flour  
1 tsp. vanilla 

Wash blueberries, remove stems and set aside. Heat oven to 
350 degrees and grease 24 muffin cups or use paper liners. 
Put flour, sugar and baking powder in a large bowl; mix well. 
With fingers, squeeze butter into flour and keep squeezing 
until mixture is in crumbs. Put 1 cup crumb mixture into 
small bowl and set aside. To mixture in large bowl, add eggs, 
milk and vanilla. Beat until smooth. Gently stir in blueberries. 
Fill muffin cups with batter about 2/3 to ¾ full. Dribble  
melted butter over mixture in small bowl and toss with fork to 
make crumbs. Sprinkle crumbs on top of batter. Bake until 
light golden brown, about 20-25 minutes or until done.  
These may be frozen.

BLUEBERRY MUFFINS  
From A. Kueovitz from norhtberryfarm.com  
Go to norhtberryfarm.com for many more recipes!  

 July is  National 

EENIGENBURG’S NORTH BERRY FARM   
(EBF Farms LLC) 

BLUEBERRIES... Great for your Health! 
U-PICK Opening July 7th (closed July 4th & 5th) 

Visit northberryfarm.com for updates & directions. 

WE PICK - “Farm Fresh” 
ALWAYS PHONE AHEAD FOR READY PICKED 

219-987-2424 
231 South to Demotte. 3 miles past Kankakee River, go 1/2 mile west 

on 15th Ave. (1st road on right (west) past river. Watch for signs!  
713 15th Ave. NW (1400 North) Demotte, IN 46310  
Connect with us on Facebook @northberryfarm.com 

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7am to 5pm & Fri-Sat 7am to 4pm 

$1 
off total purchase 10 lbs. or more U-Pick Only with coupon  

Visit our Blueberry Shop: Blueberry Jam, Jelly, Salsa, Mustard, Syrup,  
BBQ Sauce, Vinegarette, Coffee, Tea, Honey, Soap and more!

COUPON
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10% off 
With this ad. No other discounts apply. 

(Excludes tires and batteries.)

• Converters • Coils  
• Custom Bending • Shocks  
• Springs • Brakes  
• Tune-ups • Batteries 
• Cooling Systems 
• Starters • Alternators 
• Light Mechanical 
• Wheel Alignments 
• Front Wheel Drive Service 
• Four Wheel Drive Service 
• Free Estimates 
• Free Diagnostics  
• Fleet Accounts Welcome 
• All types Performance    
  Exhaust

Family Owned and Operated for 30 Years

Mufflers Guaranteed  
For As Long As You  

Own Your Car

VALPARAISO 
(219) 462-8811 

361 Morthland Drive (US 30)  

Emmanuel Baptist Church 
769 West 800 South Hebron, IN 46341  

219.996.3737 www.connectebc.org  
Sunday School 9:00am, Sunday Afternoon 

Service: 12:30pm, Sunday morning 
Service: 10:15am, Wednesday Evening 

Service: 6:30pm. Transportation Available 
For Services! Home of Tree of Learning 
Child Academy, age 3 to kindergarten.   

Boone Grove Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 

356 West Groveland Ave. 
Boone Grove, In 46302 

Pastor Jim Norris Services: 10:30am 
  

Christian Church of Hebron 
202 E. Sigler St., Hebron, IN 46341 

219-996-2271 www.ccoh.org 
Sunday School – 830 a.m. Worship –  

9:30 a.m. 
Ladies Bible Study – Tues. 9:00 a.m. 

Wed. Bible Studies & Youth activities – 
7:00 p.m. Everyone Welcome! 

 
Flint Lake Church of Christ 

1702 Crescent Road, Valparaiso, IN  46383 
219-309-4708 

Worship, Fellowship, Communion & 
Teaching. Sunday School for children 

Sunday – 10:30 am 
Men’s Prayer, Bible Study & Fellowship 

Monday – 7:00 pm 
We invite you to come and visit us. 

We are an Independent New Testament 
Christian Church for the 21st Century right 

here in your neighborhood. 
We believe you will find us to be a loving 

and caring community of Christians 
 
 

Cross of Christ Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

“Growing in Christ,  
loving our neighbor!” 

99 S County Line Rd., Crown Point, IN 
46307 (Lake of the Four Seasons) 

(219) 988-3650  Sunday Services 10:00am 
Reverend Tamera Jacobi “Pastor Tam” 
email: office@crossofchristlofs.com 

www.crossofchristlofs.com 
like us on Facebook 

 
Faith Lutheran Church 

753 N. Calumet Ave. Valparaiso, IN  46383 
(219) 462-7684.Sunday Service: 9:00am 

Adult Bible Study and  
Sunday School: 10:30am.  

www.faithvalpo.org 
office@faithmemorial.net – email 

Full Gospel 
The Faith Mission Church 

Sunday Morning Worship - 10:00am; 
Pastor: Chris Hicks (219) 851-0088.  

1/4 mile south of US Hwy. 6 on 500 E 
(Jackson Township) Everyone Welcome! 

 BAPTIST

CHRISTIAN

LUTHERAN

Porter County  
Church Directory

NON-
DENOMINATIONAL

LICENSED - BONDED &  
FULLY INSURED

ASK US ABOUT OUR FREE  
SERVICES AVAILABLE

Mon-Sat 7AM-9PM

TOP QUALITY SELECTIVE  

TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL  

WITHOUT DELAY 
 

If need be - we will beat others 
price by up to 10%

Down to Earth 
Tree Service  
Out on Limb for You Since 1992 

663-5630

Here’s what’s Cookin’ 
By Phyllis Hays, #11 with Trixie

Queso Cheese Corn Salad
Solve Your Cookout Crunch 
(Family Features) If you’re in a 
tight spot for a last-minute 
potluck barbecue, don’t just 
throw together any salad. This 
Queso Cheese Corn Salad fea-
tures a zesty homemade dress-
ing and a salad base with a bit 
of heat (if you dare). Discover 
more cookout recipes by visit-
ing Culinary.net. 

Servings: 4-6  
 
Dressing: 
2 limes, juice only 
1/4 cup mayo 
1 pinch salt 
1 tablespoon sugar 
2  cans whole corn, drained 
1 cup chopped bell pepper 
1/4 cup chopped red onion 
(optional) 
1 hot pepper (optional) 
1 cup shredded queso cheese 
      freshly chopped cilantro, 
for garnish 
 
To make dressing: In bowl, 
mix lime juice, mayo, salt and 
sugar.

In separate large bowl, mix corn; bell pepper; onion, if desired; hot 
pepper, if desired; and queso cheese. 
 
Pour dressing over corn mixture and mix well. Top with cilantro.
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Model Trains, 
Bags Tournament 

and Farmers Market

July 11, 12 & 13th 2025 
Admission $8 per person 

www.SLCAHS.ORG

41st Annual Vintage Tractor and  
Farm Festival 

Lake Co Fairgrounds Crown Point, IN

“Henry Daniel Fleming” 
Born May 20, 2025 
7 lbs. 3oz. 20 1/2 inches 
Proud parents Daniel and 

Loren Fleming of Lowell, IN. 
Very proud Grandparents  

Ray and Ginny Fleming and  
Keith and Shelly Streeter  

all of Lowell.  
Great grandparents, Joann 

Fleming of Valpo. Tom 
Streeter of Lowell and Pat and 
Larry Metros also of Lowell. 

www.illianaheating.net 

219.627.1419

Need A REPAIR? 
$30 Off Any Repair

When outdoor temperatures soar, you want the cool 
comfort an air conditioning system brings to your 

home! If your air conditioner has reached the point 
where repairs no longer do the job, it is TIME! 

 IS YOUR    KEEPING UP?
It might be time for a 

REPLACEMENT

We Offer FREE Estimates on NEW equipment 
Call us or Schedule Online 

Haven't had MAINTENANCE yet? 
Keeping your air conditioner in its best operating  
condition is important! 
To avoid unexpected and costly repairs/breakdowns  
schedule maintenance today! Visit our website for specials



Residential  
and Commercial 

Remodeling

They Named the Baby 
“Saphira Esmerai Betz” born May 18, 2025, 8 lbs. 

Parents Jeffrey & Sarah Betz of Morocco, IN.  
Grandparents Cheri Gibson of Lake Village, IN and  

Julia Betz of Lake Village, IN.
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219-661-1011 
1027 E. Summit St., Crown Point 

DopplerConstruction.com  

Call Doppler Construction, Inc. 
To Get The WOW FACTOR For Your New Renovation! 
We are here for all your home improvement needs.

Kitchen Remodel? 
Create a Suite Retreat? 
Basement Makeover? 

They Named The Baby!
To announce your baby in The Family Flyer,  

please fill out the form below  
“FREE OF CHARGE”.  

All announcements must be in  
The Family Flyer’s office by the 15th of  

each month to appear in next month’s issue. 

Baby’s Name ______________________________________________ 

Birthdate________________________Weight ___________________ 

Parents & Town____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

Grandparents & Town ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

Name & Phone # of person placing announcement________________  

___________________________________________________ 
 Mail to: They Named the Baby                 

P.O. Box 1004, Crown Point, IN 46308

July 17th-26th
July 17th - 26th - Porter County Fair, Porter County 
Fairgrounds 217 E Division Road, Valparaiso, IN The Porter 
County Fair brings a great combination of fun rides, delicious 
food, 4-H exhibits and activities and some great entertainment 
including the demolition derby and bull riding! Visit 
www.portercountyfair.com 
 
July 19th - 26th - Jasper County Fair. Jasper County 
Fairgrounds 2671 W. Clark St., Rensselaer, IN. The fair has a lot 
of fun and exciting things planned for the whole week! Come out 
and enjoy all your favorites. Food, rides, games, entertainment,  
4-H exhibits, 4-H animal shows and lots of other great things to do 
with the family! A fun filled week with lots to do for the whole 
family! Infield events, free stage entertainment, ground acts, 4-H 
shows, carnival and lots of yummy fair food! Visit www.jasper-
countyfair.weebly.com 
 
July 26th - Crafts at the Crossroads Craft Show, 9:00 AM to 
3:00 PM, Schererville Community Center  500 E. Joliet St., 
Schererville, IN. 9 am to 3 pm. Join us for a day filled with  
creativity and fun as we showcase a fabulous array of handcrafted  
wonders from talented vendors both inside and outside the  
community center! From unique jewelry to stunning home decor 
and everything in between, you're sure to find treasures galore! 
And that's not all - tantalize your taste buds with delicious treats 
from our fantastic lineup of food trucks!  Best of all, admission and 
parking are both FREE! Plus, don't miss out on your chance to win 
amazing prizes with over 100+ free raffles throughout the day!  

Festival Guide 2025



Top Rated Service  
in the Area! 

We have a 70 ft. drive on scale.   

We Buy Scrap!
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Lake County Fair 
Kickoff Party 
Hometown Jam presents  

Russell Dickerson with Niko Moon 
Lake County Fairgrounds 
Thursday July 31, 2025 

5pm 
 
 
 
 

Tickets Available at 

Hometownjams.com

 10501 W. 133rd Ave. Cedar Lake, IN   
(Behind Casey’s)  

 219-374-8700 
www.MidWestPGM.com

RECYCLING CENTER 

 3¢ lb. 
Extra  

On All Aluminum 

Must present coupon.

  5¢ lb.  
Extra  

On Copper & Brass 

Must present coupon. 

  5¢ lb.  
Extra  

On Copper & Brass 

Must present coupon. 

• Circuit Boards  
• Cell Phones  
• Lap Tops  
• Hard Drives  

• Disk Drives  
• Aluminum   
• Copper  
• Brass  

• Lead   
• Insulated Wires  
• Steel Scrap

 3¢ lb. 
Extra  

On All Aluminum 

Must present coupon.

Valuable Coupons

WE BUY -  
JUNK CARS 

Festival  Days!

July 25th - 27th - Pierogi Fest ® 
City of Whiting, 119th St., Whiting, IN.  
Pierogi Fest®,  
the pride of Whiting, is an opportunity for the residents to celebrate 
their heritage while poking a little fun at themselves at the same 
time. 11am-11pm Friday and Saturday, and 11am-5pm Sunday! 
Held in Downtown Whiting, Pierogi Fest provides an annual 
opportunity for people to return to their roots, celebrate their  
heritage, and have a lot of fun. The incredible event draws more 
than 300,000 people from across the nation and the world. 
Numerous live music acts will be performing throughout the  
three-day event across multiple stages, and dozens of food vendors 
will be serving up tasty eats to enjoy.  
 
Aug. 9th - 10th - Gary Air Show 
Marquette Park 1 North Grand Boulevard, Gary, IN. Come see  
aerial acts perform along the south shore of Lake Michigan at the 
beautiful Marquette Park! The park is located just outside of the 
Indiana Dunes National Park. 
 
Aug. 16th Kielbasa Fest 
2:00 PM to 8:00 PM, Kosciuszko Park, 151st Street and 
Indianapolis Blvd, East Chicago, IN Join the City of East Chicago 
for delicious Polish food, music and beer.

Festival Guide 2025
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1250 W. 180th Lane, Lowell 
(219) 696-4279 

www.affordabledoorinc.com 
info@affordabledoorinc.com

$10 Off  
Any Service Call 

With this coupon.  
Expires Aug. 15, 2025.

AFFORDABLE  
GARAGE DOOR INC.

Improve Your Home’s Curb Appeal 
Come Visit our Showroom

Add Curb Appeal to your home 
 
An inviting, well-tended landscape can add  
significant curb appeal to a home.  
 
• Add a pop of color with planters. Awe-inspiring colors can make a 
landscape stand out from surrounding properties. Flowers, bushes and 
plants may be the first thing homeowners consider when trying to add 
color to their lawns, but planters can provide a more immediate way to 
give exterior grounds some color. Bold planters won’t lose their color 
in a matter of weeks like many flowers do, and homeowners can 
switch planters so the colors align with the season. 
• Plant perennials around the property. Well-maintained perennials 
grow back each year, making them ideal for homeowners who don’t 
have the time or desire to map out new gardening arrangements each 
spring. Planting perennials also is a great way to add color around the 
property without breaking the bank. 
• Plant to create privacy. Homeowners spent more time at home than 
ever before during the pandemic, and some might have grown tired of 
seeing what their neighbors are up to. Fencing might be the first  
solution homeowners consider but new fencing installation can be 
expensive. A more costly and natural solution is to plant trees around 
the perimeter. Creating an inviting landscape doesn’t have to break the 
bank. Various small and relatively inexpensive projects can change the 
look and feel of a home’s exterior. Have a great summer!! 
 Please Shop Local, See ya next month!

Gardening Tips 
 by Jackie Kubiak #12

SERIES 
2025 

W5223821W

Sept. 1st - 4th - Lowell Labor Day Festival, Town of Lowell 
501 E. Main Street, Lowell, IN. For more than 75 years, the Lowell 
Labor Day Festival has been a part of the Labor Day  
weekend festivities. For 103 years the Lowell Labor Day Festival 
has been a part of the Labor Day weekend festivities held August 
30 – Sept 1st 2025. The Labor Day weekend in Lowell is a  
tradition of the state as it incorporated the longest running Labor 
Day Parade in the state and the Festival has always kicked off the 
weekend with family fun. The parade, which has been this year, 
was always hosted by the City of Lowellwww.lowelllabordayfesti-
val.com/schedule

Aug. 16th - 17th - 42nd Annual Lubeznik Arts Festival. 
Lubeznik Center for the Arts 101 W. 2nd St, Ste 100, Michigan 
City, IN. Join us this summer for our 43rd Annual Lubeznik Arts 
Festival (LAF)! LAF is one of the highlights of summer in 
Northwest Indiana! It takes place on LCA’s grounds (just steps 
away from Lake Michigan) to connect festivalgoers to the  
organization’s dynamic programming and exhibitions. During this 
year’s festival, we’ll have all sorts of artists, local food vendors, 
indoor exhibitions, family activities, demos and a live mural  
competition. 
 
Sept. 26th - Brewfest Biergarten 
Free, Time: 4:30 PM to 9:00 PM 
Central Park Plaza, 68 Lafayette St, Valparaiso, IN Kick off Valpo 
Brewfest weekend with live entertainment and imported German 
beer at this relaxing evening event. Food and beverage available for 
purchase.

Festival Guide 2025
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For Rent: 
Lake Dale, one bedroom apartment. 
$950 month. Must see, very nice! 
Call 219/808-1925. 
 
 
For Sale: 
Love Seat/Sleeper and Matching chair. 
Very clean and excellent condition, 
Earth Tone Colors. $500 for both. Call 
219/588-3322. 
 
Lady's Golf Set $30,  Grandfather 
Clock $200, Shop Vac $10,  
Hummingbird Feeder $10, Call 
219/226-1445. 
 
Three Adirondack chairs for $10.  
Call 219/629-2300. 
 
For Sale 4 vintage galvanized water-
ing cans, $25 each or 4 for $85. 140 
used crescent shaped bricks, $50, 16 
used interlocking bricks $10. Call 
219/696-0236. Leave message. 
 
Twin bed complete with 1 drawer at 
foot of bed good condition only 
$150.00. 2 bikes- Glacier Point 12 
speed $45 and Mongoose ten speed 
$80. Cedar Lake, text 219/798-8718. 

 

Help Wanted: 
Part time wrapper, full time butch-
er, apply in person. The Butcher 
Block. 17918 Grant St. Lowell, IN. 
 
Henry Company needs part-time help. 
Some repair, some phone and  
computer work. Send Resume to: The 
Henry Company P.O. Box 2045 
Hammond, IN 46323. 
 
Meat Counter and Deli, Part-Time and 
Full Time positions available. Apply 
in Person. Welch’s Stop and Shop. 
St. John, IN Detailer, apply in person 
at Liss Body Shop. Crown Point. 
 
Experienced Part Time Small 
Engine Repair Mechanic. Join our 
team, apply in person. Gruel Bros. 
Inc. (GBI) Crown Point. 
 
CUSTOMER RELATIONS TEAM 
MEMBER - INDEPENDENT 
INSURANCE AGENCY 
Rosenwinkel Insurance, Crown Point 
Office Position Our family has been 
helping people protect themselves 
since 1939. We are searching for 
someone special who takes pride in 
their work, finds helping others very 
rewarding and truly cares about taking 
care of our family of insureds. Please 
apply by sending your resume to 
Tami@Rosenwinkelinsurance.com 

 
Help Wanted: 

Services Offered: 
LAMP REPAIR & Screen and Storm 
Window Repair. Knesek Screen and 
Window Repair.  562 N. Indiana 
Avenue. Crown Point. 
Call 219/663-4425. 
 
Need Clock Repair? Specializing in 
Cuckoo and Mantle Clocks. Member 
of NAWCC. Call Jim for Quality 
Clock Repair. Call 219/662-1523 
 
Screen & Storm Window Repair 
Service. Lamp Repair. Call or Drop 
off at Knesek, we MOVED to 562 N. 
Indiana Ave. Crown Point.  
Call 219/663-4425. 
 

Wanted: 
Buying Junk/Running Cars & 
Trucks Call anytime 7 days a week 
219/613-0838 TJ's Towing. 
 
Womens & Mens Costume Jewelry. 
Rings, Chains, Earrings, Broaches, 
Necklaces, Bracelets and Watches 
too. Call 219/588-5428 
 

Classifieds • Classifieds • Classifieds • Classifieds 
We bring Buyers and Sellers Together • FamilyFlyer.com

Carpet, Ceramic Tile and Laminate 
Installation. Carpet re-stretching, 

FREE Estimates. Bonded & 
Insured. 35 years experience.   

Call 219/796-7830.

Will clean your home or office. 
References available. Please call 

Emily at 219/707-2038 or  
219/462-6501.

Help Wanted 
Now accepting applications 

for full-time Salt/Water 
Delivery Driver. Must be 21 
with a good driving record. 

Apply in Person. Eenigenburg 
Quality Water. St. John, IN. 

Help Wanted  
Expericnced Remodeling 

Carpenter. Call 219/661-1011 
or email to 

John@DopplerConstruction.com

Power Washing 
Services 

OPENINGS STILL  
AVAILABLE CALL NOW!”  

Your home’s exterior, decking,  
fencing, or driveway.  

Call Delmer at 219/669-6986 
for a complimentary estimate.

Thursday, August 28th, 10 am: Save the date! 
Drive thru Mobile Food Pantry at Holy Name Parish, East side 
Parking lot. 11000 W. 133rd Ave. Cedar Lake, IN.  
Must have Indiana State I.D. 

“Pet Contest” Send an original photo of your pet with a caption 
and if we publish it, you win a check in the mail. Send photos to:  

Pet Photo Contest P.O. Box 1004, Crown Point, IN 46308 
Sorry, we cannot accept scanned photos.

“Did You Say Supper!”

Owner George Kendall of St. John)
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The Fish-Eating Common 
Merganser 
 
   Mergansers are diving ducks – not dabbling ducks like mallards, teal and  
pintails that feed at or near the surface of the water. Dabbling ducks dip their heads 
underwater to nibble on submerged plants and capture aquatic insects, while the dif-
ferent species of mergansers dive deeper in search of minnows and other small fish. 
   There are actually three species of mergansers in North America: hooded mer-
gansers, red-breasted mergansers and common mergansers. The common mer-
gansers are easily identified by their distinctive plumage. Adult males have a bright 
white body with a black back, and an unforgettable iridescent green head. Females 
have a dull gray body and a cinnamon-colored head. Both sexes have a reddish-
orange bill. 
   As mentioned, common mergansers are diving ducks, and they dive  
underwater to catch small fish to eat. Their serrated bills help them hold onto the 
slippery fish. Minnows, chubs, perch and sunfish are some of their favorite foods. 
They also eat aquatic insects. If their lake or river has an abundant  
population of crayfish, they are more than happy to add those crustaceans to the 
menu, too. 
   Common mergansers spend much of the non-breeding season in the central sec-
tion of the United States, all the way from one coast to the other. In the late winter 
or very early spring they begin migrating north to their breeding grounds in Canada 
and Alaska. Some populations of common mergansers spend all of their time in the 
mountains of the western USA and the Pacific Northwest and breed there, too. 
   The female of the species chooses the nest site, and it is usually a natural hole or 
cavity in a tree. Old woodpecker holes are perfectly acceptable to them, as long as 
the hole is large enough for them to enter. Once the baby mergansers hatch, they 
typically leave the nest within 1-2 days. They jump from the nest hole and land on 
the forest floor below, then follow their mother to water. 

 “A common merganser mother with her 
babies! Photo by Tom Berg.”  

by Tom BergOutdoor 
Observations 

Sept. 5th - 15th - Indiana Dunes Outdoor Adventure Festival 
Indiana Dunes National Park Visitor Center, 1215 N Indiana 49, 
Porter, IN . The festival starts on Friday, September 6th, and con-
tinues through Sunday, September 15th.  
More than 75 events will take place during the festival at parks and 
preserves throughout Northwest Indiana. There are events for  
visitors of all ages and activity levels include hiking, biking,  
photography, yoga, birding, geocaching, and many more for visi-
tors of all ages and activity levels. There is no charge for the festi-
val and no pre-registration is required for most events. Indiana 
Dunes National Park has an entrance fee of $25 per car for a 1–7-
day pass. A $45 annual pass for the national park is also available. 
Please purchase passes or pay the entrance fee at the Indiana 
Dunes Visitor Center, West Beach Entrance Station or at 
www.recreation.gov/sitepass/indu.  
 
Sept. 6th - Popcorn Festival  
Festival Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. Parade: 10:00 a.m. 
You won’t want to miss this long-standing Valparaiso tradition, that 
all started with Orville Redenbacher in 1979, as it returns for its 
46th year! After watching the Popcorn Parade, explore 300+  
vendors lining Downtown Valpo’s streets, Main Stage Music per-
formances in Central Park Plaza, the Ultimate Poppin’ Play Zone,  
Beer Garden, and so much more for fun no matter what age! 
Pop onto our website and social media throughout the year for 
updates on the festival, including the 2025 Popcorn Festival theme 
announcement, vendor lists, maps, Main Stage music lineup, 
parade information, and more! 
www.valparaisoevents.com/event/valparaiso-popcorn-festival 
 
Sept. 26, 27, Oct. 3, 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 17,18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26, 30, 
31, 11/1. Haunted Hills Haunted Attractions 7:00 PM. 7611 E 
Lincoln Highway, Merrillville, IN. Indiana’s #1 Halloween event, 
Haunted Hills Haunted Attractions returns with even more fear,  
terror and insanity! 
During the dark, chilly nights in October, Haunted Hills brings you 
the rock show environment you’ve come to know and love with the 
insanity that overruns the entire park! Haunted Hills Haunted 
Attractions has continued to create movie quality haunted attrac-
tions that are a “must-see” horror experience. Detailed sets,  
terrifying actors, and more all come together to bring Indiana an 
intense, heart-pounding haunted attraction experience. With three 
Haunted Attractions, an entire night of terror awaits you! 
 
Oct. 10th - 11th - Hunt & Gather Market, Lake County 
Fairgrounds 889 S. Court St, Crown Point, IN. This quarterly  
pop-up market features more than 150 BRILLIANT 
vintage/antique curators & one of a kind artisan goods.  
Full bar - live music - gourmet food. 
 
Dec. 5th & Dec. 6th. Hometown Santa Indoor Market $5 at the 
door | 12 & under are free, Lake County Fairgrounds, 889 S. Court 
St., Crown Point, IN. Shop local this Christmas season at the 2-day 
Hometown Santa Market, Friday, Dec. 5th, 5-9p & Saturday,  
Dec. 6th, 10a - 4p, inside the Industrial Building of the Lake 
County Fairgrounds. This Christmas-themed market includes arti-
san vendors and handcrafted items, great food, specialty drinks, 
LIVE music, a visit with Santa & activities for the kids! $5 for 
adults. Kids 12 & under free. 

Festival Guide 2025



@ American Legion Post #261 
13050 Washington St. Cedar Lake, IN

A welcome guest in 57,000 homes!                       July 2025               www.familyflyer.com   11   

Registration: 8 am to 12 noon,  
DRIVE UP JUDGING • Trophies at 2:00pm • $20 entry per bike/car/truck 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

American Legion Riders Post #261 Presents  

Annual Car, Truck  
& Bike Show  

Sunday July 20, 2025

THEY SUPPORT YOU!
50/50 RAFFLE*** RAFFLE ITEMS 

Vendors $10 per spot (1st come 1st serve) Vendor apps available at  
Post #261 Canteen, or on facebook at American Legion Riders  

Post 261 or Jim Johnston@ 219-805-1113 or email rjohnston64@att.net  
All Proceeds Go To Veteran Programs

1st 100 registrants receive a Dash 
Plaque. This will be judged in class 

show. Top winners in each class  
awarded trophies.
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The Exterior Wood  
Care Professionals! 
Expert Deck Cleaning, 
Restoration & Sealing 

30 Years in Business! 

15% off deck, fence and cedar siding refinishing 
up to a maximum value of $150 off. Limited to new  

customers only. Not valid with other discounts or other 
offers. Limitations apply. Expires Aug. 15, 2025.

15% off pressure washing services up to a  
maximum value of $150 off. Limited to NEW  

CUSTOMERS ONLY. Not valid with other discount. Limited 
to 1 project per household. Expires Aug. 15, 2025.

Extend the Life of Your  
Wooden Exteriors! 
Call for a Quote Today  

219-548-2670
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