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Auburn UU welcomes
Rev. DC Fortune

AUBURN, ME - The
First Universalist Church of
Auburn, Unitarian Univer-
salist, welcomes Rev. DC
Fortune as its new minis-
ter. Rev. Fortune will begin
leading worship at Auburn
UU on Sunday, August 10,
giving members and visi-
tors an opportunity to get to
know him.

“We are excited to
start this new chapter” says
Angela Foss, president of
the Auburn UU Board of
Directors. “Rev. Fortune
will ‘be present’ in the life
of the congregation and
also in the larger commu-
nity,” Foss notes, “to craft
meaningful worship, sup-
port staff and programming
like Music and Religious
Exploration, and serve as
a clear voice for Unitarian
Universalism in the Lewis-
ton-Auburn region.”

Foss notes, “Rev. For-
tune brings experience and
skills that reflect and sup-
port the essential elements
of our mission: ‘Rooted in
the sacred, strengthened by
our diversity, we equip our-
selves to minister through
the transformative power of
love.””

Maine Roots

Rev. Fortune grew up
in Windsor, Maine. A grad-
uate of Erskine Academy,
he attended the University
of Maine at Farmington,
where he founded one of
the earliest gay/straight alli-

Rev. DC Fortune will begin serving Auburn UU starting Au-

gust 10.

ances for students at UMF.
He first found Unitar-
ian Universalism in the ear-
ly 1990s at the UU Church
in Waterville, and has also
attended congregations in
Portland, Ellsworth, and
Belfast, where he was or-
dained in 2015. Rev. For-
tune trained for ministry at
Bangor Theological Semi-
nary and Andover Newton
Theological School in Bos-
ton, where he graduated in
2014. He served an intern-
ship in Fremont, Califor-
nia and has served congre-
gations in suburban Saint
Louis, southern New Jersey
and central Pennsylvania.
Serving the Unitarian
Universalist denomination

at the national level, Rev.
Fortune is a member of
the Ministerial Fellowship
Committee and the General
Assembly Planning Com-
mittee.

Rev. Fortune has been
active in progressive and
queer politics since the
1980s and is passionate
about social justice work.
Before becoming a minis-
ter, he worked as a news-
paper reporter, a radio disc
jockey, a bus driver, and a
variety of jobs in construc-
tion. For fun, he enjoys
forging knives and swords,
as well as trout fishing in
brooks and streams.

To learn more about

See Fortune, page 14

Create a Tissue Paper Butterfly!

Available Throughout August
in the 3rd Floor
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Author Talk with Art Dingley:
Reading, discussion of Immigrants

AUBURN, ME -
The Auburn Public Library
is hosting an Author talk
with Art Dingley, where
he will read from his nov-
el, Immigrants, and invites
the community to discuss
it with him.

About the Book: Im-
migrants

Maryam, an Israeli
Bedouin woman, has pur-
chased a moribund little
convenience store in the
town of Deep Lake, at the
edge of the Maine’s com-
mercial forest. Micah, a
law school dropout from
Millinocket, is working for
a logging contractor and
trying to construct a vision
of his future. These two
unlikely friends navigate
deep-seated differences in
culture and religion, both
helped and hindered by the
tableau of townsfolk.

Into this social web,
falls Lena, a young woman
lost, camping, or hiding in
a remote spot near the Ca-
nadian border. Micah and
Maryam are skeptical of
her evolving explanation
of why she is there. Is she
a victim of international
espionage, or just a com-
mon thief?

Will Maryam and

 (THMIGRANTS

7

Micah persevere in their
friendship despite the in-
terference of Maryam’s
persuasive, and very rich,
Arab uncle, the scheming
of certain townsfolk, and
the repentance of Micah’s
ex-wife?

Immigrants is a rich
description of that part
of Maine which may be
found on Maps 60 through
64 of the DeLorme Maine
Atlas and Gazetteer. Nei-
ther a crime novel nor a
romance, it is a consider-
ation of changing borders:
between people, cultures,
and countries.

About the Author:
Art Dingley

Art Dingley was born
in Farmington, Maine, and
grew up in Concord Plan-

tation, near the small town
of Bingham. With sons,
Zeb and Nathan, and many
excellent friends, he has
climbed, canoed, hiked,
hunted, and fished for trout
across the Pine Tree State.
Although he lived in Port-
land neighborhoods for
forty years, he has lived in
many other Maine towns
as well. He currently lives
in Auburn with his wife,
Tami. He is a former at-
torney and a retired phy-
sician.

Copies of the book
will be available for pur-
chase at the event. This
program will take place in
the Androscoggin Com-
munity Room at the Au-
burn Public Library.

For more informa-
tion about this and other
programs offered at the
Auburn Public Library,
visit their website at www.
auburnpubliclibrary.org or
call the Reference Desk at
207-333-6640, ext. 4

When: Wednesday,
August 6, 2025 — 4:30 to
5:30 PM

Where: Auburn Pub-
lic Library: Androscoggin
Community Room

Contact: Izzy Ruta,
333-6640, ext. 4.

Good Shepherd Food Bank
continues to support those in need

AUBURN, ME —-The
federal budget reconcili-
ation bill (One Big Beau-
tiful Bill) that was signed
into law on July 4 includes

CLEAN BOOKS 11L.C

BOOKKEEPING
SERVICES

207-370-9292
cleanbooksmaine@gmail.com

www.cleanbooksmaine.com

Professional & Reliable

Cleaning Services @@
6%EAI. CLEAN LLC
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Serving Maine « New Hampshire

(207) 712-2765 - Stacy Mahonen - www.RealCleanLLC.com

the biggest cuts to the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) and
Medicaid in history.

The budget includes
changes that increase how
much the State of Maine
must spend on SNAP and
reduce the number of peo-
ple eligible for benefits. At
a time when food insecuri-
ty is rising nationwide and
the cost of food, heating,
and health care remains
high, this legislation will
worsen the crisis.

Recognizing that
SNAP is the most effective

tool for preventing hunger,
Good Shepherd Food Bank
is deeply concerned for
the nearly 50,000 Mainers
currently receiving SNAP
who may face the loss or
reduction of their benefits.

The legislation could
shift approximately $60
million in annual SNAP
funding previously provid-
ed by the federal govern-
ment to the state, resulting
in the loss of an estimated
20 million meals Mainers
count on. These cuts will
increase challenges for
See Good Shepherd, page 14
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WinterKids launches 25 Days of
Movement Challenge for families

WESTBROOK, ME
— In celebration of its 25th
Anniversary, WinterKids
has launched the 25 Days
of Movement Challenge —
a free, statewide initiative
designed to get families
moving outdoors together
this August. Participants
receive a downloadable
digital guide packed with
over 100 screen-free activ-
ity ideas and can enter to
win incredible prizes from
Maine Outdoor Brands, in-
cluding a $250 L.L. Bean
gift card, a family rafting
trip from Northern Out-
doors, and Maine Made
products from FLYN, Kit
Supply + Co., Marin Skin-
care, and Running Peas.
“This guide is full of
easy ways to get outside
and have fun as a family,”
says Kristel Hayes, Win-
terKids’ Marketing Man-
ager, who developed the
program. “Most activities
require no special gear
or associated cost, all are
low-barrier, and the real
value comes from building
new habits of getting out-
side together every day.”
How it works:
Register free between
July 21 and August 13 at
winterkids.org/25-days-of-
movement
Complete one out-
door activity daily between
August 1 — September 7
Submit your complet-
ed tracker by September 7
for a chance to win prizes
The 25 Days of
Movement Challenge is
part of WinterKids’ year-
long celebration of 25
years of helping Maine
children develop healthy
habits through outdoor
play and education. It was
developed in alignment

Injured

FOSTERING HEALTHY
LIFESTYLES SINCE 2000
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25 DAYS OF OUTDOOR MOVEMENT & PLAY
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MAINE WARY
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with Maine’s 10-Year Out-
door Recreation Economy
Road Map, and in partner-
ship with Maine Outdoor
Brands and the Maine Of-
fice of Outdoor Recreation.

To register for the 25
Days of Movement Chal-
lenge, please visit winter-
kids.org/25-days-of-move-
ment.

Donations, volunteers needed for
HART’s Yard Sale

CUMBERLAND,
ME - The Homeless Ani-
mal Rescue Team (HART)
of Maine, an adoption cen-
ter & shelter for cats in
Cumberland, is pleased to
announce their massive an-
nual Yard Sale fundraiser
is back at the Cumberland
Fairgrounds, Thursday,
August 7 through Sunday,
August 10, 2025. Admis-
sion is free.

This year’s Yard Sale
coincides with Internation-
al Cat Day on Friday, Au-
gust 8, and organizers be-
lieve there’s no better way
to celebrate.

HART’s Yard Sale
fills the entire 10,000 sq.
ft. Exhibition Hall at the
Fairgrounds, where attend-
ees can shop for thousands
of items, including vintage
and antique items, furni-
ture, clothing, toys, books
and so much more. HART
uses all proceeds from its
flagship fundraiser to care
for the hundreds of cats
it takes in each year. The
money raised will help
cover the costs of food, lit-
ter, general medical care,
and the expenses associat-
ed with the more complex
medical needs that some
surrendered cats require
to survive, thrive, and be
ready for adoption.

Sarah Michniewicz,
HART Board Vice Presi-
dent, long-time volunteer,
and organizer of HART’s
Yard Sale, noted, “It’s been
incredible to watch the ex-
citement and enthusiasm
for this event grow every
year. Last year, we gener-
ated just over $79,000 for
HART. This year, with in-
creases in medical expens-
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EXHIBITION HALL, CUMBERLAND FAIRGROUNDS

FREE ADMISSION -

THUR-SAT 8AM-6PM -

SUN 8AM-NOON

Shop thousands of treasures, find great deals, and pick up delectable treats
from our Bake Sale table. All proceeds from this flagship fundraising event go
directly to providing essential care for the hundreds of cats we take in every year.

SIP AND SHOP PREVIEW EVENT

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 6 -

4:30-7PM

Early access to the yard sale, beverage, and snacks.
$28 tickets online / $30 admission at door

Details and tickets available at hartofme.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
HARTOFME.ORG | 207-829-4116

es and the cost of caring for
our cats, we hope to exceed
the previous amount with
a goal of $85,000. And I
know we can do it, based
on the generous support
of our community and our
many dedicated volunteers,
who make it all happen.”

SIP & SHOP PRE-
VIEW

On Wednesday eve-
ning, August 6, 2025, from
4:30 pm. to 7:00 p.m.,
HART will open the Yard
Sale doors early for a Sip
& Shop Preview event. A
$28 presale admission fee
($30 at the door) will grant
shoppers exclusive early
access to the Yard Sale,
along with snacks and a
complimentary beverage.
This event is always a fun
evening, complete with

on the job?

We should talk.

——— (207) 333-5103 ——
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live music, gourmet pie
sale, exciting raffles, and
great conversation with
treasure seekers and fellow
cat lovers. Presale tickets
are available on HART’s
website.

DONATIONS AND
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

HART accepted do-
nations of items to sell at
the Yard Sale from Sat-
urday, July 12, through
Saturday, July 26, at their
shelter located at 302
Range Road in Cumber-
land. Then, HART will
continue to accept items
(especially furniture) at the
Cumberland Fairgrounds
Exhibition Hall from Mon-
day, July 28, through Mon-
day, August 4, from 8:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

They are looking for
previously loved yet deli-
cately used (or new!) fur-
niture, vintage and antique
items, home decor, kitchen
gadgets, small appliances,
clothing, toys, tools, gar-
den equipment, holiday
decorations, collectibles,
books, and more. For a
complete list of needed
items, as well as those they
cannot accept, visit their
website.

Volunteers are still
welcome to help set up for
and during the event. For
more information on vol-
unteering, visit their web-
site.

Admission to
HART’s Annual Yard Sale
is free of charge. The event
runs from Thursday, Au-
gust 7 through Saturday,
August 9, 2025, from 8:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m., and on
Sunday, August 10, 2025,
from 8:00 a.m. to noon.
HART holds the Yard Sale
in the Exhibition Hall at the
Cumberland Fairgrounds,
197 Blanchard Road, Cum-
berland, Maine 04021.
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Help save lives with the Red Cross
by giving blood or platelets now

PORTLAND, ME -
The American Red Cross
calls on donors to give
blood or platelets now to
maintain a steady nation-
al blood supply. Type O
blood donors are especial-
ly key to keeping critical
blood products on hospital
shelves into August.

Even a strong blood
supply can experience a
sudden drop — potentially
impacting the availabil-
ity of lifesaving blood
and platelets that could
help new mothers, burn
and trauma patients, and
those facing cancer. Help
safeguard patient care by
booking a time to give
blood or platelets. Visit
RedCrossBlood.org, call
1-800-RED CROSS or use
the Red Cross Blood Do-
nor App.

In thanks, those who
come to give by July 31
will receive a Fandango
Movie Reward by email.

For details, visit Red-
CrossBlood.org/July.

Those who come to
give Aug. 1-28 will re-
ceive a $15 e-gift card to
a merchant of choice. Plus,
the Red Cross will perform
free A1C testing, common-
ly used to screen for pre-
diabetes and diabetes, on
successful donations (one
test result per 12-month
period). Visit RedCross-
Blood.org/Test for more
information.

Upcoming blood do-
nation opportunities July
31-Aug. 7

Cumberland

Bridgton

8/5/2025: 11 am. - 3
p-m., Masonic Hall, 166
Harrison Road, Route 117

Freeport

8/7/2025: 12 p.m. - 4
p-m., Hilton Garden Inn
Freeport - Old Town Hall
Building, 5 Park Street

Gorham

8/7/2025: 1 p.m. -

5:30 p.m., Cressey Road
Christian ~ Church, 81
Cressey Road

North Yarmouth

8/5/2025: 10 am. - 3
p.m., Wescustogo Hall and
Community Center, 120
Memorial Hwy

Portland

7/31/2025: 12 p.m. -
5 p.m., Cambria Hotel, 25
Hancock St

8/4/2025: 9 am. - 1
p-m., Maine Medical Cen-
ter - Dana Education Cen-
ter, 22 Bramhall Street

Scarborough

8/5/2025: 12 p.m. -
5 p.m., Saint Maximilian
Church, 150 Black Point
Rd

Standish

8/4/2025: 12 p.m. - 5
p-m., Gardenside Condo

Association, 12 Garden-
side Drive
Yarmouth

8/1/2025: 11:30 a.m.
- 4 p.m., American Legion
Post 91, 196 Main St

Art show, sale coming to Nathaniel
Hawthorne’s Boyhood Home

Image courtesy of the Hawthorne Community Association.

RAYMOND, ME - A
very special showcase of
local artists and artisans is
coming to one of southern
Maine’s most beloved and
cherished venues—the re-
furbished boyhood home of
Nathaniel Hawthorne, lo-
cated at 40 Hawthorne Road
in Raymond. The show will
begin with a wine-and-
cheese Opening Reception
on Friday evening, August
8, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
which will offer a chance
to meet the artists. Thereaf-
ter, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s
Boyhood Home will be
open Saturday and Sunday,
August 9 and 10, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m., with all art
available for viewing and
sale. The three-day event is
FREE, with donations for
the continuing maintenance
of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s
Boyhood Home gratefully
accepted.

“We’re excited to
have the opportunity to
open up the newly restored

Hawthorne House and give
local, emerging artists an
opportunity to show and
sell their work there,” said
Sylvia Sullivan, a long-time
member of the Hawthorne
Community  Association
who is coordinating the
event. “We’re especially
pleased to be showcasing
such a wide range of local
artistic  talent, including
painters,  photographers,
sculptors, and more.”
Among the artists
showing their work at the
event will be: Kathleen
Gerdes (nature watercol-
ors); Kalee Charette (land-
scapes and creatures in
pen-and-ink); Cole Phillips
(wet-plate  photography);
Bruce Small (Iandscape and
wildlife photography); Trish
Kohler (mixed media); Lin-
da Kranich (pastels); Don-
na Kantor (watercolor);
Ben Steeves (mixed media
); Ruth Gorton (acrylics
and pastels); Sam Sparling
(oils and pastels); Bunny

Wescott ( photography );
Lynn Ericson (acrylics );
Marylyn Clegg (acrylics)
; Monica White ( alcohol
inks and acrylics ).

A portion of some of
the artists’ sales will be do-
nated for the preservation
of the boyhood home of the
great American author.

For more information,
please contact Sylvia Sulli-
van at rsssm@maine.rr.com
or (207) 239-6010.

4-H youth program to host

LISBON  FALLS,
ME - The 4-H Youth De-
velopment Program in An-
droscoggin and Sagadahoc
counties, part of University
of Maine Cooperative Ex-
tension, is hosting a drop-
in Open House on Sunday,
August 17 from | p.m. — 4
p.m. at the Androscoggin/
Sagadahoc Extension of-
fice, 24 Main Street, Lis-
bon Falls.

The event is free
and geared toward fam-
ilies, youth and commu-
nity members. Attendees
can explore hands-on ac-
tivities, meet current 4-H
members and volunteers,
and learn more about the
program’s positive youth
development  opportuni-
ties. From science exper-
iments and animal care to
art projects and healthy liv-

Open House

Photo courtesy of University
of Maine Cooperative Ex-
tension.

ing, 4-H offers something
for every child’s interest.
For over 100 years,
the core values of 4-H have
remained unchanged. The
program teaches career and

life-ready skills such as re-
spect, collaboration, lead-
ership, communications,
critical thinking and com-
passion to ensure youth are
prepared to lead in an ev-
er-changing world.

Highlights of the
event will include inter-
active stations featuring
the UMaine Extension
Touch Tank; a meet-and-
greet with local 4-H clubs,
volunteers, and staff; and
youth and volunteer enroll-
ment information.

4-H is open to all
youth ages 5 to 18, regard-
less of prior experience.
For more information,
contact Laura Personette
at 207.353.5550 or laura.
personette@maine.edu,
or visit the Androscoggin/
Sagadahoc County 4-H
webpage.
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Seniors Not Acting Their Age
Kayaking the Islands of Muscongus Bay

For many years, I’ve
organized a Penobscot
Paddle & Chowder Soci-
ety (PPCS) sea kayak trip
to visit the puffins on dis-
tant Eastern Egg Rock in
outer Muscongus Bay in
June. This year, logistical
issues resulted in a deci-
sion to cancel the trip.

Practicing the idiom,
“every cloud has a silver
lining,” I decided to use
the same timeframe as
an opportunity to explore
the islands of eastern
Muscongus Bay. When
I announced the alterna-
tive agenda, three fellow
Chowderheads agreed to
join me.

Weather is the pri-
mary concern whenever
I plan a sea kayak trip.
Fog had been prevalent
along the Maine -coast
for much of June. After
studying Maine Coastal
Waters Forecasts for the
area, I identified a sun-
ny late-June day with hot
temperatures, light winds,
and gentle seas predict-
ed. Particularly welcome
news, no fog was expect-
ed.

Boat landings in
Friendship and Port Clyde
offer relatively convenient
access to the islands of
eastern Muscongus Bay.
I selected Friendship be-
cause parking had been
problematic during my
last departure from Port
Clyde.

Four of us met at the
small landing at the end
of Barrington Point Road
in Friendship on a sunny,
steamy morning. Almost
high tide, the nearby wa-
ters were calm and the
scenic harbor seemed to
be calling us. After agree-
ing on an itinerary, we
launched in four solo sea
kayaks.

Since the tide was
high, our first goal was to
traverse through Pleasant
Point Gut, a narrow chan-
nel that separates South
Cushing from elongated
Gay Island that cannot

be navigated when the
tide is low. We paddled
southeasterly off Crotch
Island and into the gut.
Traveling in the twisting
passageway that angles
northeasterly through a
small busy harbor was an
entertaining endeavor.

Turning  southeast-
erly from the northern tip
of Gay Island, our next
objective was Teel Island.
Partly owned by a club
member whose father had
once owned the entire is-
land, T wanted to see the
reportedly unique homes
that grace the shore.

We paddled south
past Caldwell Island and
entered a rocky narrows
separating it from Little
Caldwell Island. Round-
ing some ledges, we met
three kayakers heading
in our direction. The en-
counter was a fortuitous
one as Tamara Cody, own-
er of Port Clyde Kayaks,
was guiding two clients on
a tour. She recommended
a nearby sandy beach for
a lunch break and then
joined us.

Tamara was a wealth
of information. She knew
the history of the homes
and inhabitants of Teel
Island and informed us
that Port Clyde had re-
cently constructed a new
much-improved parking
area next to the boat land-
ing; invaluable informa-
tion for a future trip. For
those desiring sea kay-
ak instruction or guided
tours, she is likely a good
source.

After lunch, we pro-
gressed south along the
eastern shore of Teel Is-
land. The unusual homes
were particularly fascinat-
ing given our recently ac-
quired knowledge.

Gentle seas and al-
most cloudless skies con-
tinued as we entered a
picturesque archipelago
called Georges Islands.
After passing between
several small islets, we
approached  substantial

McGee Island. We found
a concealed passage that
separates McGee from
Barter Island. Impassable
at low tide, there was still
adequate water to maneu-
ver through the engaging
channel.

Exiting west into
mirror calm seas, we elect-
ed to follow the same is-
land chain north to Goose
Rock. At the prominent
rock, we completed an
open water crossing to
the southern end of Gay
Island.

One more goal re-
mained on our agenda.
Two of us wanted to locate
arenowned kayak destina-
tion on Gay Island called
Maine Island Lodge. We
persisted north along the
western shore of the island
in search of our objective.
Once found, we agreed
that a multiday stay at the
impressive facility would
provide an opportunity for
numerous day trips while
enjoying plush overnight
accommodations.

Leaving the re-
sort behind, we kayaked
north past Morse Island
in search of the landing
on Barrington Point. Af-
ter rounding the northeast
corner of Morse Island,
the narrow ramp could be
seen west of Crotch Is-
land.

The outgoing tide
required maneuvering
around exposed sand bars
and ledges to reach the
landing. The weather and
sea conditions could not
have been better for our
approximately  12-mile
voyage in magnificent
Muscongus Bay.

My book, Maine Al
Fresco: The Fifty Finest
Outdoor Adventures in
Maine relates eight more
exciting sea kayak trips
along the Maine coast.

Ron Chase resides
in Topsham. His latest
book, “Maine Al Fresco:
The Fifty Finest Outdoor
Adventures in Maine” is
available at www.north-

Courtney
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countrypress.com/maine-
al-fresco or in bookstores
and through online retail-
ers. His previous books
are “The Great Mars
Hill Bank Robbery” and
“Mountains for Mortals —
New England.” Visit his
website at www.ronchase-
outdoors.com or he can be
reached at ronchaseout-
doors@comcast.net

Paddlers prepare to leave Friendship Harbor

Kayakers pass unique homes on Teel Island

Kayakers explore a channel between Barter and McGee Islands
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Books-A-Million doubles down in Auburn: New store brings bigger
selection, local author events, and community focus

An interview with
Mike Nicholson, Books-A-
Million District Manager
of New England By Millie
Barnard

Book lovers in the
Lewiston-Auburn area
have something new to
celebrate:  Books-A-Mil-
lion has officially opened
the doors of its brand-new
Auburn location, moving
out of the Auburn Mall and
into a larger, standalone
space that promises double
the selection and plenty of
community-centered pro-
gramming.

“This is a great op-
portunity for us to ex-
pand,” said Mike Nichol-
son, District Manager for
Books-A-Million in New
England. “This new loca-
tion is approximately dou-
ble the size of our old store,
which means we can offer
a much broader selection
of books, toys, games, and
gifts that our customers
love. We’re really excited
to be able to better serve
the community.”

The grand opening
kicked off Friday with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony
at 11 a.m., followed by
a weekend full of author
signings and events. The
move to a larger space also
allowed the store to build
out one of its most exciting
new features: an expanded
local interest section.

“With the new space,
we’ve been able to more
than double our local in-
terest area,” Nicholson
shared. “That means more
books about Maine and
more opportunities to sup-
port local authors. My
team has done a phenome-
nal job curating selections
that Mainers are going to
love.”

That focus on com-
munity extends beyond
bookshelves.  Books-A-
Million plans to host a lo-
cal author every weekend,
creating a steady calendar
of events to connect read-
ers with the writers in their
backyard. “Our goal is to

BOOKS -A‘MILLION

Pictured left to right: Glen Holmes, City of Auburn Business and Community Development
Director; Denis D’Auteil, Assistant City Manager; Stephanie Doucette, Books-A-Million
Assistant Store Manager; Adanica Keene, Books-A-MillionStore Key Holder/Manager;
Jay Brenchick, City of Auburn Economic Development Director; Mayor Jeffrey Harmon;
Johnny Yim, Books-A-Million Store Manager; Mike Nicholson, Books-A-Million District
Manager; Scott Dressed, Congressman Jared Golden’s office with Office Intern on his left;
Gail Sanborn, Books-A-Million Regional Vice President; Carlene Tremblay, Senator Col-

lins’ Office.

have a local author here ev-
ery single weekend,” Nich-
olson said. “We believe
strongly in supporting lo-
cal creators, and this new
store gives us the space to
do that.”

The opening weekend
featured a signing by Paul
Doiron, the best-selling au-
thor of the Mike Bowditch
mystery series, along with
appearances from six oth-
er Maine authors. Future
events include midnight
releases for major titles—
starting in September with
the anticipated novel Al-
chemized by SenLinYu—
and themed celebrations
such as a “Percy Jackson
birthday” party celebration
later this summer.

Beyond author
events, Books-A-Million
also partners with schools
and organizations through
its book fair program,
which helps local groups
raise funds while encour-
aging reading. “It’s one of
our favorite things to do,”
Nicholson said. “We bring
the books to the schools
or organizations, host
a sale on-site, and then
give a portion of the pro-

100% Financed Garages!

AMERICAN
BUILDERS ==
——

Custom Building ¢ Remodeling
(207) 500-8100 ~ www.AmericanBuilders.com

No money down.
FREE estimates.
Schedule your new
garage install today!

ceeds back to them. It’s a
great way to support local
needs.”

The Auburn store is
led by General Manager
Johnny Yim and a team of
experienced  booksellers
who together boast nearly
70 years of bookselling ex-
pertise. “It’s a pretty great
group,” Nicholson said.
“John and his team are
ready to exceed expecta-
tions and give the Lewis-
ton-Auburn area the book-
store it deserves.”

In an age where on-
line shopping and audio-
books dominate, Nicholson
says the in-store experi-
ence is thriving—thanks in
part to social media trends
like “BookTok” that are
driving readers back to
physical books. “There’s
been a huge wave of enthu-
siasm for reading over the
past few years,” he said.
“We’re able to meet that
demand by offering what
customers actually want—
whether it’s a new Book-
Tok favorite, a special edi-
tion release, or a curated
selection of Maine titles.”

Ultimately, Nichol-
son says the goal is sim-

ple: to build “world-class
bookstores” for the com-
munities Books-A-Million
serves. “We just want to be
the best bookstore we can
be for the Lewiston-Au-
burn area,” he said. “We’re
grateful for the incredible
response so far, and we
can’t wait to keep growing
with this community.”
Books-A-Million is
now located at 730 Cen-
ter Street, Ste 3¢, Auburn.
They are open 9am - 8pm
and Sundays 10am to 7pm.
Call 207-786-9412 or vis-
it their website at www.
booksamillion.com/.

B B :

Mike Nicholson, Books-A-Million District Manager and
Gail Sanborn, Books-A-Million Regional Vice President in
conversation following ribbon cutting

Customers shopping in the kids section

STAPLES
COWORKING

A NEW SPACE
TO BREAKOLD RULES

COME TRY OUR NEW COWORKING
AND MEETING SPACE IN AUBURN

FOR FREE!

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 1
FREEWEEK OF OPEN SEAT
COWORKING AND 1HOUR OF
MEETING ROOM USE.

OFFER VALID ONLY AT OUR
89 UNION ST. AUBURN, MELOCATION
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MONMOUTH, ME
— Theater at Monmouth’s
56th season continues
with The Complete Works
of Jane Austen, Abridged
by Jessica Bedford, Kath-
ryn MacMillan, Charlotte
Northeast, and Meghan
Winch. A funny, fast-paced
frolic through the mas-
terpieces of Jane Austen.
Three actors take on all of
Austen’s beloved heroines,
friends, and love interests —
and her incisive social sat-
ire — in just 80 minutes. But
when they lose a cast mem-
ber, the two remaining Ja-
neites must teach an under-
study about her work. Itis a
truth universally acknowl-
edged that an audience in
possession of high spirits
must be in want of a ticket
to this big-hearted come-
dy that will delight Austen
fans and newcomers alike.
Step into the Regency Era
through Saturday, August
23rd including matinee and
evening performances both
weekdays and weekends.

Thursday, July 31,2025

Entertainment

Complete Works of Jane Austen,
Abridged opens at TAM

A

The Complete Works
of Jane Austen, Abridged
features Sandy Clancy,
Kelly Letourneau®, and
Lucas Prizant. Directed by
Adam P. Blais, Lighting
Design by Jim Alexander,
Scenic Design by Ger-
man Cardenas Alaminos,
Sound Design by Ryan
McGowan, Costume De-
sign by Elizabeth Rocha,
Wardrobe and Wig Super-
vision by Adriaen Shi; with
Stage Management by Me-
lissa A. Nathan*, Assistant
Stage Management by Ela-
na Sheinkopf, and Ethan
Shaw serving as an Under-
study to the performers.

*Appearing through

an agreement between this
theatre, Theater at Mon-
mouth, and Actors’ Equity
Association, the Union of
Professional Actors and
Stage Managers in the
United States.

Performance Calen-
dar: 8/2, 8/9, 8/14, & 8/21
at 1:00 p.m; 8/6, 8/16, &
8/23 at 7:30 p.m.

The World Premiere
of The Complete Works
of Jane Austen, Abridged
was produced by Tiny Dy-
namite, Philadelphia PA,
2019.

The Complete Works
of Jane Austen, Abridged
is presented by arrange-
ment with Concord The-
atricals on behalf of Sam-
uel French, Inc. www.
concordtheatricals.com

Audience  Engage-
ment Programs

Post-Performance
Discussions. Join us on
select weekend matinee
performances for Post-Per-
formance Discussions with

See Austen, page 16

A heartfelt musical tribute to
the Irish-American experience.

pdBL\d

THEATRE

MAINE STATE MUSIC THEATREl:ﬂ 1959

TICKETS:
$40-60
We,Fr,Sa - 7pm
Th,Sa,Su - 2pm

Aug 27 - Sep 14
ThePublicTheatre.org
All performances at 31 Maple St, Lewiston 782 = 3200

A CO-PRODUCTION

sponsors: Schooner Estates; Sandy Morrell-Rooney & Chuck Rooney

PianoPalooza welcomes
world-class pianists

PORTLAND

PORTLAND, ME -
The Portland Conservatory
of Music (PCM) is thrilled
to announce the 4th annual
PianoPalooza, a spectacular
event celebrating the artistry
and diversity of music for
the piano. Scheduled this
year over 2 weekends, Oc-
tober 3-11, 2025, at PCM
(28 Neal St., Portland, ME),
PianoPalooza promises 2
weekends filled with cap-
tivating performances by
4 strikingly different yet
equally exciting internation-
ally acclaimed pianists.

The festival kicks off
October 3 at 7:30pm with
Jeremy Denk. Hailed as
one of America’s foremost
pianists, Denk will deliver
a performance that promis-
es to captivate and inspire.
Known for his masterful
interpretations of Mozart,
Beethoven, and contem-
porary composers, Denk’s
concert is a must-see for all
classical music enthusiasts.
Denk will perform Partitas
by Johann Sebastian Bach.

The following day,
October 4, will be dedicated
to celebrating the incredible
piano students here at PCM.
Details on the student piano
day will be announced later
in the summer.

The second weekend
of PianoPalooza brings two
riveting performances by
internationally  acclaimed
artists who call Southern
Maine home.

N\a
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CONSERVATORY OF

MUSIC

A COMMUNITY MUSICSCHOOL

On Friday, October
10 at 7:30pm, Duo Mundi
George & Guli will capti-
vate the audience with their
engaging and fiery perfor-
mance as they dance around
the keyboard together.

Jamie Saft closes the
2-week festival on Satur-
day, October 11 at 7:30pm.
Jamie is a fearless pianist,
composer, and improviser
whose  boundary-breaking
performances draw from
jazz, classical, rock, reggae,
and avant-garde traditions.

“We are excited to
present PianoPalooza again,
showcasing  extraordinary
pianists who embody the
richness and diversity of pi-
ano music. Piano is the most
prominent instrument here
at the Conservatory - there
is no better way to honor
and feature this spectacular
instrument.” said Michael
Lund Ziegler, Portland Con-
servatory of Music’s Exec-
utive Director. “This event
underscores our commit-
ment to providing excep-
tional musical experiences
to our community, both stu-
dents and beyond.”

(o SR

Jay's

Lawn & Garden

207-713-6090
Delivery Available

Also offering
residential & commercial
lawn mowing services

Tickets for individu-
al performances go on sale
August 6, 2025. For the
best value, Weekend Ticket
subscriptions, covering all
three ticketed shows, will
be available starting July 9,
2025. For more information
about the event and to pur-
chase tickets, please visit
https://porttix.com/subscrip-
tions/pianopalooza-week-
end-ticket-2025/.

Don’t miss out on this
extraordinary  2-weekend
festival of piano virtuosity at
PCM. Secure your seat early
and join us for an unforget-
table musical journey.

About Portland Con-
servatory of Music: Portland
Conservatory of Music is a
leading institution dedicat-
ed to providing high-quality
music education and perfor-
mances, including jazz, clas-
sical, and traditional, and
fostering a vibrant musical
community in Portland, ME.
With a commitment to excel-
lence and innovation, PCM
offers a diverse range of
programs and performances
that enrich the cultural land-
scape of the region.

1294 Sabattus Street

Lewiston

Loading Hours:
M-Th by appointment
Fri-8amto 5 pm
Sat-8amto 2 pm
Sun - 8 am to Noon
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Gray Wild Blueberry Festival
celebrates community, culture

GRAY, ME - The
9th annual Gray Wild
Blueberry Festival ‘Cel-
ebrating Community &
Culture’ and all things
wild Maine Blueberries
runs 9:30 AM TO 3:30 PM
Saturday, August 9. Fami-
ly-friendly, free event fea-
turing Food Trucks; Bake-
Off, Pie Eating Contests,
Spelling Bee, Master
Beekeeper; 3 Bands, 75

6096 RAY

Wt

FESTIVAL

Booths - artisans, crafters,
authors and farmers mar-
ket and 30 school & com-
munity groups; Kids Area,
Fun Run, Raffle Baskets,
fresh wild blueberries,
whole pies, and more.

24 Main St, Gray

See www.wildblue-
berries.me/grayfestival/
for more information.

Send all items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Apply now for Master Gardener
Volunteer training

ORONO, ME -
Gardeners with a passion
for community service are
invited to apply for the
2025-26 Master Gardener
Volunteer training offered
by University of Maine
Cooperative  Extension.
This program combines
in-depth horticultural ed-
ucation with meaningful
community service. Ap-
plications are open now
through August 15, 2025
at 4:30 p.m. with training
to begin in October. The
program is open to indi-
viduals living anywhere
in Maine, however space
may be limited in some
counties.

The Master Gar-
dener Volunteer program
features a flexible, online
curriculum  with  self-
paced modules, live vir-

tual Q&A sessions with
horticulture experts, and
a 40-hour hands-on vol-
unteer internship. After
completing the training,
certified Master Gardener
Volunteers contribute at
least 20 volunteer hours
annually to projects such
as community and school
gardens, educational
events, and local food se-
curity initiatives.

“This program em-
powers gardeners of all
experience levels to cre-
ate meaningful change in
their communities. Each
year, we watch volunteers
grow—mnot just in horti-
cultural knowledge, but
in confidence, connection,
and sense of purpose. It’s
inspiring to see how a
shared love of gardening
can bloom into lasting im-

pact across Maine,” said
Pamela Hargest, Horti-
culture Professional for
UMaine Extension.

For gardening en-
thusiasts seeking the ed-
ucational content without
the volunteer commit-
ment, Extension will also
offer the Maine Gardener
Training, a non-volunteer
track open for registra-
tion starting September
29, with no application
required.

Details on course
fees, the full schedule, and
how to apply are available
on the Master Gardener
Volunteer Training pro-
gram website. For ques-
tions or to request a rea-
sonable accommodation,
contact us at 207-581-
3188 or extension.master-
gardeners@maine.edu.

Page 7

Letter to the Editor
Social Security’s 90th

“Social Security’s
Legacy and Its Future,”
AARP’s recent article
in the Bangor Daily
News, highlights some
of the key challenges
that are being faced by
Social Security. On its
90th anniversary, these
challenges put a spot-
light on a program that
has served as the foun-
dation of retirement
income for millions of
Americans.

Here in Maine,
369,221 Mainers col-
lect Social Security
benefits, and approxi-
mately 102,000 Main-
ers aged 65 and older
are lifted out of pover-
ty through their Social

anniversary

Security checks. Social
Security helps Mainers
live and retire with digni-
ty, offers crucial support
to those with disabilities,
and serves as a financial
lifeline for families navi-
gating the loss of a loved
one.

Congress hasn’t pro-
vided the funding neces-
sary to ensure the Social
Security Administration
(SSA) can deliver quality
customer service. In fact,
funding to improve the
program has long been on
the decline. SSA funding
has dropped by 9% since
2018.

The new Social
Security ~ Commission-
er would be well served

by re-committing
the Social Securi-
ty Administration to
providing timely, ef-
ficient, and effective
customer service.
SSA needs to be clear
when communicating
any possible changes
and what effects the
lower staffing levels
will have. And Con-
gress needs to provide
oversight to ensure
that customer service
is prioritized at an
agency that is tasked
with serving Americans
everywhere.

André Chassé
AARP Maine Vol-
unteer State President

We want to hear

from youl!

Please submit your letter to

the editor by 5pm on Friday
for next weeks edition.

o

-DF MAINE-

(207) 600-7766

Satisfaction guaranteed

solar system solutions.

Solar Panel Installation

Harness the power of the sun with Solar Systems of Maine
Your trusted provider of Maine residential and commercial

Trained and certified

Knowledgeable and
thorough installers

Locally owned and
family operated

Residential and
commercial
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Delicious desserts for sale

Thursday, July 31,2025

DaVinci’s Eatery: Nearly three decades of
Italian dining & community in Lewiston

An Interview with [NEDEROR, =) oren Sl Jj = |3
Manager Katie Farr by |- e ] o
Millie Barnard

Since opening in
1996, DaVinci’s Eatery
(DaVinci’s) has been a
staple in the Lewiston-Au-
burn dining scene—a place
where family-style hospi-
tality meets refined Italian
cuisine. Founded by Jules
Patry, who entered the
restaurant industry without
prior experience but with
a strong vision, DaVinci’s
quickly became a local
favorite. “He just decid-
ed that having an Italian
restaurant is what he want-
ed to do as a young man,”
said Katie Farr, one of Da-

FENN PARK MEL'S HILLTOP RESTAURANT
M"" Go,_; - DISC Go,_; LU”‘”, D’N”ER, DRINKS
OPEN DAILY 11:30 AM - 9 PM
DRIVING RANGE
ICE CREAM SHOP Cyene
20+ FLAVORS TRY OUR DoustLE .
GIFFORD'S ICE CREAM Smas BURGER! "\ —
M

Poland Spring Resort

OpPeN TO THE PusLIC

PRO SHOP
18-Hoie GoLr Course
4 PickiesAaLL CourTs

3 GRass Tennis COURTS

+207-998-4351 +207-998-6002
Leonardo da Vinci, out of
547 MaINE ST, POLAND SPRING 37 RossIns Ro., POLAND SPRING his admiration for the art-
WWW.POLANDSPRINGRESORT.COM WWW.POLANDSPRINGRESORT.COM ist.

Staff members pictured left to right: Cierra Barker, Emma Couturier, Alex Helms (Manag-
er), Kylie Orcutt and Mary Philbrick.

Vinci’s managers. Patry
named the restaurant after

Originally located in

“L.A.’s BEST SEAT FOR SPORTS”

Jon Fournier Karen Sweetser Jay Novella

WICKED GOOD

WITHOUT THE WICKED PRICE coveRnors

MONDAY - CHEESEBURGER & FRIES 7.99
TUESDAY- BAKED STUFFED HADDOCK 18.99
& BowL OF HADDOCK CHOWDER 899

See Davinci’s, next page

120 Center Street e Auburn, Maine 04210
www.gippers.com

Bartender Lara pouring a drink

Delicious Food.
Gorgeous View.

-

EATS, s

SUNDAY MORNING

ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST BUFFET
8AM-NOON - ADULTS 16.49

THURSDAY NIGHT
ALL YOU CAN EAT
COMFORT FOOD BUFFET

Check out our waterfall stream
overlooking the lake!

dTABERS

4-8PM - ADULTS 18.99
YES WE HAVE DELIVERY! ORDER ONLINE AT GOVERNORSRESTAURANT.COM OR ON DOOR DASH Open 7 days a week 10am-9pm

COME CHECK OUT DUR NEW LOOK- 1185 LISBON STREET, LEWISTON. (207) 753-0175 470 Lake Shore Dr. Auburn » 784-2521
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Davinci’s

Continued from previous page
a smaller space in a mill
building, DaVinci’s moved
to its current location near-
ly two decades ago. Patry
is officially retired, having
passed ownership to Craig
Tribuno, a former silent
partner who now leads
the restaurant’s continued
growth.

Under Tribuno’s
ownership, DaVinci’s has
expanded its use of local
ingredients and invested
in updates to improve the
guest experience. “If you
were to look at our almost
30-year-old menus, you’ll
see a lot of the same items
we still have today,” Farr
said. “But we’re always
bringing back fan favor-
ites and introducing new
specials.” Top sellers like
chicken parmesan and
fettuccine alfredo remain
on the menu year-round,
while seasonal offerings
such as lemon ravioli re-
turn by popular demand.

Many items on the
menu are freshly prepared
on-site. “We make the
garlic knots fresh every
day. It’s one of the first
things people ask for when
they come in,” Farr said.
The restaurant also hand-
pounds veal, prepares its
own meatballs, and freshly
breads eggplant for its pop-
ular eggplant parmesan.

With multiple seating
areas, including a patio,
DaVinci’s offers a versatile
dining experience. “Some
people call us a family
restaurant, others say fine
dining—we’re somewhere
in the middle,” Farr ex-
plained. “We’ll have a
family of 20 with eight
kids under five at one table
and a couple celebrating
their 50th anniversary at
another. We really can ac-
commodate anyone.”

Tribuno has contin-
ued to invest in the restau-
rant’s future, adding a new
kitchen floor, planning for
a possible pizza oven in
the café area, and upgrad-
ing essential systems. In
June, DaVinci’s extended
its hours—now open until
9 p.m. on weeknights and

Italian decor throughout the restaurant adds to the authen-

tic Italian dining experience
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Beautiful bar and one of the dining areas

10 p.m. on Fridays and
Saturdays—and expanded
its delivery radius to 10
miles, using UberEats and
DoorDash.

Beyond its menu,
DaVinci’s has made giving
back to the Lewiston-Au-
burn community a pri-
ority. “Last year and this
year we fed almost every
teacher in the area,” Farr
said. The restaurant also
donates food weekly to the
Auburn drop-in center sup-

porting the homeless and
twice monthly to New Be-
ginnings, a youth drop-in
center. “Craig really wants
DaVinci’s to always be
known as a place that cares
about the community,” she
added.

For Farr, who has
been with DaVinci’s for
nearly six years, the job
is more than just man-
aging a restaurant. “We
have about 70 employees,
some of whom have been

oed
“Best Seafood Restaurant”
16 years in a row!

RESTAURANT

Seafood, steak, chowders and more!
Full bar in our Portside Lounge!
Private Events in “The Crow’s Nest”

165 High Street » Auburn « 782-7796

here over 20 years. Mon-
ica, our kitchen manager,
started as a teenager and
has been with us since the
beginning,” she said. “Our
regulars are just as loyal—
they’ve been coming since
the original location, and
many know us by name.”

As DaVinci’s ap-
proaches its 30th anniver-
sary, its mission remains
clear: good food, excel-
lent hospitality, and strong
community ties. “Whether
it’s a first date, a birthday,
or just a Tuesday night
dinner, we want everyone
to feel at home here,” Farr
said.

DaVinci’s Eatery is
located at 150 Mill Street,
Lewiston. They are open
Sunday through Thursday
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
Friday and Saturday from
Il am. to 10 p.m. Call
207-782-2088 or visit their
website at davinciseatery.
com.

Guests enjoying their lunch

Send all items for
Names & Faces to the editor.
Deadline is Friday by five pm.

BEST ITALIAN FOOD IN L/A

150 Mill St. Lewiston, Me
207-782-2088

Accepting reservations online and by phone

www.davinciseatery.com

Offering:
Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner
Catering

Now Offering Delivery on

Uber Eats

Proudly serving the
Auburn/Lewiston community
for 17 years and counting...
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Maine Community Foundation
grants available

ELLSWORTH &
PORTLAND, ME - The
Maine Community Foun-
dation (MaineCF) is ac-
cepting applications for
several grant programs that
support organizations and
projects serving animals,
youth, the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, the arts and under-
served communities.

The application dead-
line for the following grant
programs is Sept. 15. Visit
mainecf.org/apply to sub-
mit an application.

The Animal Welfare

grant program provides
three-year general support
grants to organizations
dedicated to advancing ani-
mal welfare for small com-
panion animals in Maine,
primarily cats and dogs.
For more information, visit
mainecf.org/animals.

Edward H. Daveis
Benevolent Fund supports
early childhood and youth
engagement programs in
Greater Portland. For more
information, visit mainecf.
org/daveis.

The Equity Fund

We
Deliver.

Eats
GRUBHUB

L

SUBWAY

‘ = ——
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DELIVERY
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supports projects and or-
ganizations that serve
the lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al, transgender and queer
(LGBTQ+)  community
of Maine. For more infor-
mation, visit mainecf.org/

equity.
The Land for Com-
munities grant program

supports community land
projects that increase re-
lationships to land for un-
derserved geographies and
populations in Maine. For
more information, visit
mainecf.org/l4c.

The Maine Expan-
sion Arts grant program
provides general support
grants to arts organiza-
tions in Maine focused on
an underserved geography
or population with limited
access to arts program-
ming including dance, mu-
sic, theater, visual and/or
traditional arts. For more
information, visit mainecf.

org/mea.
The Maine Theater
grant program Supports

nonprofit professional and
community theaters in the
production and presen-
tation of live theater. For
more information, visit
mainecf.org/theater.

The Maine Women’s
Fund provides two-year
general support grants to
make bold investments

See Grants, page 12

Black-Brown *45/yard
Playground Chips *25/yard
Reground Chips *40/yard

(all natural)

Screened Loam

Delivery Available!
642-6181 ~776-1063 ~ 415-278

RICHARD WING & SON LOGGING
RT 114, 610 Richville Road, Standish, Maine
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TPT, MSMT present The Irish...
and how they got that way

Charis Leos, David Girolmo, Curt Dale Clark, Heidi Kettenring. Photo by Kevin Faraci.

BRUNSWICK, ME
— Two of Maine’s premier
theatre companies, The
Public Theatre and Maine
State Music Theatre, are
thrilled to announce a spe-
cial co-production of the
spirited musical revue The
Irish...and How They Got
That Way, running August
27 through September 14,
2025, at The Public Theatre
in Lewiston. This unique
collaboration brings to-
gether the best of both
companies, celebrating
the resilience, humor, and
enduring spirit of the Irish
people in a heartwarming
production that will leave
audiences clapping, laugh-
ing, and singing along.

This marks the first
co-production between
MSMT and The Public
Theatre since their suc-
cessful collaboration on
Grease in 2019.

“The Public Theatre
is excited to offer Maine
audiences an opportunity
to see our beautiful theatre
in Lewiston,” says Ray
Dumont, Executive Direc-
tor. “Partnering with Maine
State Music Theatre, as we
did in 2019 with Grease,
combines the expertise,
resources, and commit-
ment to excellence of both
organizations to bring a

production to our stage
that will delight audiences
with great music and great
performances. We hope
that many new theatergo-
ers will come to see what’s
happening in Lewiston.”

Written by  Pulit-
zer Prize-winning author
Frank McCourt (Angela’s
Ashes), this crowd-pleas-
ing revue returns by pop-
ular demand following
previous acclaimed perfor-
mances. Through an evoc-
ative blend of storytelling,
humor, and music, Mc-
Court explores the rich tap-
estry of the Irish-American
experience. Audiences will
be treated to classic Irish
ballads like “Danny Boy”
and “The Rose of Tralee,”
alongside  contemporary
favorites from artists like
U2. This lively production
offers a stirring portrait of
a people shaped by history,
hardship, and hope.

The Irish...and How
They Got That Way boasts
a star-studded cast of long-
time Maine State Music
Theatre favorites, includ-
ing Curt Dale Clark, Da-
vid Girolmo, Heidi Ket-
tenring, and Charis Leos.
The production is directed
and choreographed by the
award-winning Marc Rob-
in, renowned for his dy-

Gorham, ME 04038

Open for curbside pick-up, take out,
indoor dining, bowling and arcade!

American pub-style food and drinks.

A 7 Railroad Ave, Ste 102

W www.jctbowl.com
P 207.222.7600

namic work on MSMT’s
most beloved productions.
This same production
plays to sold-out houses
at The Fulton Theatre in
Lancaster, PA, from Feb-
ruary 7 through March 16,
2025. “This cast is truly the
best of the best. Not only
are they MSMT favorites,
but they are also lifelong
friends. I am so excited
to reunite this incredible
group for an unforgettable
theatrical event,” says Curt
Dale Clark, Artistic Direc-
tor of Maine State Music
Theatre.

PERFORMANCE
SCHEDULE: e Previews:
August 27 & 28 » Opening
Performance: Friday, Au-
gust 29 at 7 PM ¢ Evening
Performances: ~ Wednes-
days, Fridays, and Satur-
days at 7 PM « Matinees:
Thursdays, Saturdays, and
Sundays at 2 PM

TICKET INFORMA-
TION: Tickets range from
$45 - $60 and are available
via:

Website:
lictheatre.org

Phone: 207.782.3200

In-person: The Pub-
lic Theatre Box Office, 31
Maple Street, Lewiston,
ME 04240

Don’t miss this rare
opportunity to experience
the warmth and wit of
Frank McCourt’s master-
piece The Irish...and How
They Got That Way, pre-
sented by two of Maine’s
most celebrated theatre
companies.

thepub-

Best
Source

for Arts,
Music and

Theater!
Your

Hometown Paper.
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Ms. Holmes & Ms. Watson —
Apt. 2b opens at TAM

MONMOUTH, ME
— Theater at Monmouth’s
56th season continues with
Kate Hamill’s Ms. Holmes
& Ms. Watson — Apt. 2B.
An Irreverent, darkly com-
ic, modern take on Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle’s fa-
mous sleuth and sidekick.
It’s a Modern-day Baker
Street where the manic, ra-
zor-sharp genius Holmes,
and recuperating American
divorcée Watson, tumble
from caper to caper. But
when the quasi-dysfunc-
tional, female Odd-Cou-
ple, mystery solving duo
come face to face with a
villain who has all the an-
swers and is always one
step ahead, uproarious ad-
venture, high-stake hijinks,
and non-stop laughter are
imminent. Crack the case
Thursday, July 17th at 7:30
p.m. through Friday, Au-
gust 22nd including mat-
inee and evening perfor-
mances both weekdays and
weekends.

Ms. Holmes & Ms.
Watson — Apt. 2B fea-
tures A.J. Baldwin* as
Ms. Joan Watson, James
Noel Hoban* as Lestrade/
Elliot Munk/Others, Am-
ber McNew* as Ms. Sher-
lock Holmes, Ethan Shaw
as Pizza Boy/Additional
Voices/Understudy,  and
Jazmin Wilkins as Irene
Adler/Mrs.  Hudson/Oth-
ers. Directed by Dawn
McAndrews, Lighting
Design by Jim Alexander,
Scenic Design by German
Cardenas Alaminos, Props
Supervision by Cynthia
Davis, Costume Design by
Michelle Handley, Intima-
cy Direction by Hannah
Levine, Wardrobe and Wig
Supervision by Adriaen
Shi, Sound Design by Rew
Tippin, and Fight Direction
by Sally Wood; with Stage
Management by Rayne

Barrett*, Assistant Stage
Management by Mikay-
la Burse, and Ethan Shaw
serving as Fight Captain.

Performance Cal-
endar: PREVIEW 7/17 at
7:30 p.m.; OPENING 7/18
at 7:30 p.m.; additional
performance dates 7/26,
8/7, 8/17, & 8/20 at 1:00
p-m; 8/2, 8/9, 8/14, & 8/22
at 7:30 p.m.

Ms. Holmes & Ms.
Watson — Apt. 2B is pre-
sented through special
arrangement with TRW
PLAYS 1180 Avenue of
the Americas, Suite 640,
New York, NY 10036.
www.trwplays.com

Ms. Holmes & Ms.
Watson — Apt. 2B is Spon-

sored by Robert & Cynthia
McGuire.
Audience  Engage-

ment Programs

Post-Performance
Discussions. Join us on
select weekend matinee
performances for Post-Per-
formance Discussions with
the cast and creative team.
Discuss the critical histor-
ical, artistic, and cultural
perspectives of the worlds
of each individual play.
Post-Performance Discus-
sion will take place on the
following dates: Sunday,
August 3rd for Twelfth
Night, Saturday, August
9th for The Complete
Works of Jane Austen,
Abridged, Sunday, August
10th for Cymbeline, and
Sunday, August 17th for
Ms. Holmes & Ms. Watson
— Apt. 2B.

Tickets,  Subscrip-
tions, and Ways to Save.
A TAM subscription of-
fers savings and exclusive
benefits like priority seat-
ing and ticket exchanges.
Gold, Flex, General, or
Senior Passes are available
for purchase, so whether
you want a ticket for each

show or five tickets to one
show, there’s an option
for you. Single tickets for
the Summer Repertory
and Fall Show are $43 for
adults, $38 for senior citi-
zens, and $28 for students
(18 and under), All prices
shown include a $3 per
ticket fee.

Monmouth  Nights.
The first performance of
each production is Mon-
mouth Night! Residents
of the Town of Monmouth
can get tickets for $18
each (price includes $3 per
ticket fee, Proof of Resi-
dency may be required).
Monmouth Nights  will
take place on the follow-
ing dates: Thursday, July
10th for Twelfth Night;
Thursday, July 17th for
Ms. Holmes & Ms. Wat-
son — Apt. 2B; Thursday,
July 24th for The Complete
Works of Jane Austen,
Abridged; and Thursday,
July 31st for Cymbeline.

Opening Nights are
Educator Nights. Educa-
tors receive 20% off the
general ticket price with a
valid photo ID at the Box
Office.

Under 30 Rush Tick-
ets. For patrons under
30, $18 Rush Tickets are
available for up to 20 au-
dience members at each
performance in the sea-
son excluding the Family
Show and Special Events.
Contact the Box Office by
email  boxoffice@theat-
eratmonmouth.org or by
calling 207.933.9999 after
10 a.m. on the day of the
show. Requests made be-
fore the Box Office is open
will not be processed.

For calendar and
reservations, please con-
tact the TAM Box Office
at 207.933.9999 or visit
www.theateratmonmouth.
org.

We want to hear from you!

Please submit your letter to the editor by
5pm on Friday for next weeks edition.

Email: editor@twincitytimes.com
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SMNHB, PCM together in harmony

PORTLAND, ME —
The Southern Maine New
Horizons Band (SMNHB)
and the Portland Conser-
vatory of Music (PCM) are
proud to announce their
new partnership. Effective
immediately, SMNHB will
become an official program
of PCM, bringing together
two mission-driven or-
ganizations dedicated to
making music education
welcoming and accessible
to all.

Led by conductor
Michael Lund Ziegler,
the SMNHB will contin-
ue weekly rehearsals and
community  performanc-
es—now with the added
support and resources of
PCM’s faculty, ensem-
bles, and music education
programs. Rehearsals will
resume in September and
new members are encour-
aged to join—no audition
necessary because in the
New Horizons Band “your
best is good enough!”

“As the conductor
of the Southern Maine
New Horizons Band, I’'m
thrilled the band is join-
ing the Conservatory,”
said Lund Ziegler. “I hope
our band members will be
able to engage in all the
Conservatory has to of-
fer! As the Director of the
Conservatory, [ am equally
thrilled to be able to count
the band as one of our of-
ferings. I can’t think of a
program that better embod-
ies our ideal that Everyone
is a Musician. It has been
such a joy to be a part of
the ongoing journey for the
members of the band. To

witness their dedication,
courage, and tenacity on a
weekly basis is a privilege.
I look forward to continu-
ing that quest, now under
the banner of PCM.”

The Southern Maine
New Horizons Band is
part of a global movement
that offers music-making
opportunities for adults,
especially those who are
picking up an instrument
for the first time or return-
ing to music after many
years. This merger helps
ensure the sustainability
and continued growth of
the program while opening
new musical pathways for
its members.

“It’s good because
we have access to so many
more players who might
join us,” said Cathy Stieg,
saxophonist and SMNHB
Band Council member.
“Not only are we growing,
but we also have access to
other things like chamber
music. We can come in
and take private lessons or
join an ensemble. It’s been
great.”

“I’'m excited for the
band to have the opportuni-

ty to be at PCM and to see
what other opportunities
are out there for us,” added
Paula Viarello, fellow sax-
ophonist and Band Coun-
cil member. “Lessons, fall
groups—just some of the
ideas that have been tossed

around.”
This partnership
strengthens the mission

of both organizations: to
build community through
music, to support lifelong
learning, and to offer in-
clusive, high-quality music
education to all.

For more information
about joining the band or
other offerings at PCM,
visit www.southernmaine-
newhorizonsband.org  or
WWW.pcm.org.

Send all
items for
What’s Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Chimneys - Ch'imn?ey Cleanings * Masonry Demo
Repointing & Repairs « Culture Stones
Restorations « Stainless Steel Liners

We install professional chimney caps!

215-3557
North Monmouth

Jasonhodsdonmasonry@gmail.com

o

&
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Ma‘ne CASA Volunteer Tra,'n,'ng

August 2025

Interested in advocating for th

e best interests of
children in need?

Join us for our
next volunteer
training! This free,
five-day training

is designed to
prepare attendees
for certification as

volunteer guardians
ad litem (GALSs)

° Landscapmg in Maine child

« Hardscape protection cases.

o Drainage Installs M

¢ RetalPlng Walls For more information, o

o Mowmg please contact Maine © C A S A

° Snow Plowin CASA at: (207) 213-2865 or Court Appointed Special Advocates
g casa@courts.maine.gov FOR CHILDREN

° and more! MAINE JUDICIAL BRANCH

FAMILY DIVISION

' SNOW REMOVAL

207-344-5212

www.casaofmaine.org
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4 lessons kids can learn this
summer and still have fun

LOUISVILLE, KY
— As summer hits its stride,
the TurfMutt Foundation,
a leader in environmental
education and stewardship
for more than 15 years, re-
minds families that local
parks, backyards and oth-
er community green spac-
es offer an ideal outdoor
classroom for hands-on
learning—something that
doesn’t have to stop while
school is out. TurfMutt’s
free K-8 curriculum pro-
vides fun and engaging
ways for kids to keep their
minds active while they
spend time outdoors.

“TurfMutt’s free ed-
ucational resources spark
children’s natural curiosi-
ty about the world around
them,” says Kris Kiser,
President & CEO of the
TurfMutt Foundation.
“With TurfMutt’s help, a
simple trip to the neighbor-
hood park can become an
exciting journey of discov-
ery, teaching kids how our
living landscapes work and
how important they are to
our communities.”

Four TurfMutt Foun-
dation lesson plans to keep
kids learning this summer:

Discover the Won-
ders of Earth

Lessons such as
“What’s in One Square
Foot of Earth? A Lot!”
teach children to observe
the hidden ecosystems
thriving in a small patch
of grass or garden bed.
Backyards and local parks
provide easily accessible
environments for these fas-
cinating, ground-level dis-
coveries.

Investigate How Na-
ture Works

TurfMutt
scientific curiosity with
hands-on experiments
through lessons like “Do
Trees Breathe? Let’s Do an
Experiment to Find Out!”
By encouraging children to
spot plant life, insects, and
natural cycles, TurfMutt
turns a casual stroll into a
living science laboratory.

Understand Nature’s
Superpowers

Lessons such as
“Nature’s Flood Stoppers:
Trees” illustrate the en-
vironmental superpowers
of the landscapes in our
parks and backyards and
showcase nature as a pow-
erful ally for community

sparks

well-being. These green
spaces help manage storm-
water, clean the air, and
provide critical habitats.

Become an Environ-
mental Detective

Through activi-
ties such as “Stormwater
Sleuthing,” children can
learn about water flow,
pollution prevention, and
how to keep their favorite
parks and yards clean and
healthy.

Beyond specific les-
sons, TurfMutt encourages
active interaction with and
care for our green spaces
and encourages learning
through direct engagement
with the natural world.

TurfMutt’s youth
curriculum is free and
available for download at
their website. Check out
the TurfMutt Foundation’s
International Backyarding
Fact Book to learn more
about the power of parks,
backyards and other green
space around us. Sign up
for Mutt Mail, a monthly
e-newsletter with “back-
yarding” tips and all the
news from the TurfMutt
Foundation at their web-
site.

Send all items for Names & Faces to the
editor. Deadline is Friday by five pm.

LIFELINE

maine

No Judgement, Just Help

988 crisis hotline offers free and
confidential support available 24/7.
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’

Backyard Wildlife
Scavenger Hunt

Free Activities for Kids

¥

Know Your Zone
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Heat Islands:
They're All Around Us

Mid Coast Hunger Prevention to
renovate pantry with $95K grant

BRUNSWICK, ME
— Mid Coast Hunger Pre-
vention Program (MCHPP)
is pleased to announce that
the nonprofit organiza-
tion has been selected as a
Lowe’s Hometowns proj-
ect, one of 100 communi-
ty-nominated, large-scale
renovations chosen na-
tionally that will revitalize
nonprofit and communi-
ty spaces serving as hubs
and heartbeats for home-
towns. Now in its fourth
year, Lowe’s Hometowns
is the company’s five-year,
$100 million commitment
to repairing and restoring
millions of square feet of
community space.

The Lowe’s Home-
towns grant totals $95,000
and will enable MCHPP to
renovate its main food pan-
try and soup kitchen. Work
will include installation
of ADA-compliant doors,
entrance  improvements,
resealing of floors, bath-
room renovations, interi-
or paint, installation of a
covered shelter outside the
soup kitchen for inclement
weather, replacement of
heat pumps, and installa-
tion of a new deli case and
food storage cooler. Grant

funds remaining at the end
of the project may be used
to purchase décor, storage
and other items that beau-
tify or make the renovated
space more functional.
“Our mission is to
offer dignity and empow-
erment by providing all
members of our commu-
nity with access to healthy
food,” says MCHPP Ex-
ecutive Director Hannah
Chatalbash. “We believe
that everyone deserves to
access their meals and gro-
ceries from a welcoming
and well-designed space
that values quality, nutri-
tion and inclusion. The
renovations to our food
pantry and soup kitch-
en made possible by the
Lowe’s Hometowns grant
will help us to shift the
public perception of stan-
dards of service that can
be provided to underserved
populations. This project
will not only improve ac-
cessibility, inclusion and
independence for our mo-
bility-impaired and older
adult guests, but also raise
the public standard of what
can and should be provided
in our community for all.”
MCHPP’s project

—

I

L
H

THE L-A VETERANS COUNCIL WANTS YOU TO KNOW THAT IT IS
NOT TO LATE TO HAVE YOUR LOVED ONES NAME ON THE NEXT
STONE IN THE VETERANS PARK. NOVEMBER 2024

CALL JERRY DEWITT (207)-576-0376 TODAY, DON'T MISS IT, CALL
TODAY. COST IS $40.00. HONOR THOSE THAT HAVE SERVED.

is one of three selected in
Maine to receive a Lowe’s
Hometowns grant, in ad-
dition to Preble Street
and Milestone Recovery.
Across the country, with
help from Lowe’s red vest
associates, Lowe’s Home-
towns projects will expand
kitchen and serving capaci-
ty for food pantries, restore
dignity to well-used transi-
tional housing facilities, re-
vitalize parks and gardens
for neighbors to safely
gather and build restorative
spaces for first responders
to rest between calls.

Earlier this year,
Lowe’s  announced a
promise to deliver 10 mil-
lion square feet of impact
to capture the immea-
surable difference made
when Lowe’s shows up to
help, including initiatives
like Lowe’s Hometowns.
Visit  Lowes.com/home-
towns and follow#How-
LowesHelps on social
media for more details on
2025 projects.

Grants
Continued from page 10

that transform the lives of
women and girls. For more
information, visit mainecf.
org/mwf.

The Rines Thompson
Fund supports organiza-
tions and projects in Great-
er Portland working in the
areas of environment/con-
servation, early childhood
programming, youth pro-
gramming and arts/culture.
For more information, visit
mainecf.org/rinesthomp-
son.
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Business Directory

ACCOUNTANT

FLOWER SHOPPE

@

AUSTIN ASSOCIATES

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Auburn 207-783-9111 Norway 207-743-7777
AustinPA.com

Your Financial Team

AUTO CARE

The Only Full-Service Gas Station in Auburn!

Poisson & Sons
Auto Care Center, Inc.

Computer Diagnostics ¢ Yokohama Tires
Repairs ¢ Alignments ¢ Inspection Station
Gas ¢ Clear K1 ¢ Tune-ups ° Brakes ¢ Batteries
Dan & Don Poisson
dfpoisson@aol.com

260 S. Main St., Auburn ¢ 782-9144

PHOTOGRAPHY

H'| WWW. sweetpeaﬂoraldemgnsme com |'E

MASONRY

Jason Hodsdon

JasonHodsdonMasonry@gmail.com

Al
ny W
ST

Fully Insured
Free Estimates
20+ Years of Experience

Masonry « Culture Stones
Chimneys o Chimney Cleaning
Repointing & Repairs
Restoration
Stainless Steel Liners

North Monmouth
(207) 215-3557

Dortrait i

Executive Portraits * Business photographs ¢ Videos

Gray, ME
(207) 657-6372

maine@portraitefx.com
www.maine.portraitefx.com

PRINTING

RICK OSGOOD

owner

207-782-0525

phone

Full Service Commercial Printer
Color & B/W Printing & Copying
Large Format « Posters
Booklets - Carbonless Forms
Letterheads « Envelopes
Business Cards - Labels - Tags
Design Service - and More!

EVERGREEN

CUSTOM PRINTING, INC.

2 Great Falls Plaza, Suite 1B
Auburn ME 04210
info@evergreencustomprinting.com

SPACE AVAILABLE

MARINE SERVICES

SELF STORAGE

Your ad

HERE!
Call 795-5017

BOAT REPAIR SHOP

"PONTESH

Marine Service

W Powerby YVOLVO
MERCURY YANMAR
OIVIC Perkins -lelvetDrive

237 Lewiston Road * Topsham, ME 04086 - (207) 725-5997

www.pontesmarine.com

AUBURN SELF STORAGE, LLC

23 Goldthwaite Rd.
Auburn, ME 04210

PO Box 715
Lewiston, ME 04243

>PHONE 376-3325

CHIROPRACTOR

PAINTING

Family Chiropractic Center

Experience Life

1485 Lisbon Street, Lewiston

207.783.0078
www.familychirome.com

CONTRACTORS

Fully Insured « 5 Year Workmanship Warranty

AMERICAN
BUILDERS

Custom Building & Remodeling

r Call 207-500-8100
) For FREE Estimates

500- 8100

................

Quality Work with References Available

Interiors ¢ Exteriors
Free Estimates

Drywall Repair
Pressure Washing

WADE J. LIBBY

WJLibbyPainting@gmail.com CELL: 207.210.0605

PHOTOGRAPHY

Shipping |
e Packing :
= ¢ Receiving I
|
|
|

Copies
o Fax Service
Mailbox Rentals

| = |
I W UNITED STATES |
| E POSTAL SERVICE &d =PI |
9 N. River Road in Auburn ~ www.AuburnGoinPostal.com ~ 784-9900

WEB HOSTING

.]facebook (207) 212-5993

%g LauraElainesPhotography@gmail.com

wwwfocebook ccﬂm/LouroElomesPhoTogerhy

Web Hosting
Web Design
Web Promotion
One Stop
207-442-9006

AINE HOSTING

CONTACT US TODAY FOR POSSIBLE OPENINGS
FOR YOUR AD IN OUR BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
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Now through Aug 29
WEST GARDINER
— Shop Maine Craft pres-
ents BIG, a collection of
large-scale porcelain sgraf-
fito sculpture and wheel-
thrown forms by artist
Tim Christensen, on view
July 22 through August
29, 2025, at the Center for
Maine Craft in West Gar-
diner.
July 31
WISCASSET — Sum-
mertime in  Wiscasset,
Maine, means Wiscasset
Art Walk! On the evening
of Thursday, July 31, from
4 to 7pm, artists, musi-
cians, crafters, local res-
idents, and visitors expe-
rience together the sights,
sounds, and tastes of this
charming Midcoast Maine
village. A Celtic thread
runs through music and
song during the Wiscas-
set Art Walk on Thursday,
July 31, 4-7pm and later, in
Wiscasset Village.
Aug 1
AUBURN - The
Community Little The-
atre (CLT) will host a
staged reading of “A New
Home” on Friday, August
1, at 7:30 p.m. The script
will be read by veteran ac-
tors from CLT, and eight
songs will be performed
live. An original musi-
cal production, “A New
Home” will be presented
as CLT’s first production of
the 2025-26 season, open-
ing on October 30.
Augl1,2,3

Calendar

Send your submissions to the Editor. More online.

BAR HARBOR -
Guild Fine Craft Show:
Mount Desert Island at
College of the Atlantic |
105 Eden Street, Bar Har-
bor, ME 04609. $5 Week-
end Admission | Under 18
Free. FRI, AUG 1: 5pm -
&pm. SAT, AUG 2: 10am
- 4pm. SUN, AUG 3: 10am
- 4pm.

Aug 3

BOWDOINHAM -
Peter Gallway will be at
the Bowdoinham water-
front performing to benefit
the Bowdoinham library.
The concert is free and
the chili supper to benefit
the library is $13. We will
have vegetarian and gluten
free options Peter Gallway
has released more than 25
albums spanning all styles
from 60’s rock and roll, to
jazzy folk, to atmospheric
Americana. Come down to
the water front with your
blankets and chairs and
enjoy some good food and
good music!

Aug 4, 15,25

ARUNDEL - The
Landing School of Boat-
building and Design in
Arundel, a non-profit ma-
rine trades school, is host-
ing open houses at our
campus at 286 River Rd.
on Aug 4 (1-3 PM), Aug
15 (2-4 PM) and Aug 25

(10AM-12PM).
Aug 6

AUBURN - The Au-
burn Public Library: Au-
thor Talk with Art Dingley:
Reading and Discussion of
“Immigrants” to be taking
place on Wednesday, Au-
gust 6th from 4:30 PM to
5:30 PM.

Aug 7-10

CUMBERLAND
— The Homeless Animal
Rescue Team (HART) of
Maine, an adoption cen-
ter & shelter for cats in
Cumberland, is pleased
to announce their huge
annual Yard Sale is back
at the Cumberland Fair-
grounds Thursday, Au-
gust 7th through Sunday,
August 10th. Admission
is free.

In addition,
on  Wednesday  eve-
ning, August 6th from
4:30-7:00 p.m., doors open
early for an exclusive Sip
& Shop preview event.
Tickets are $28 in advance
and $30 at the door. More
info and presale tickets are
available on HART’s web-
site.

Aug 8
LEWISTON - At
10am the Lewiston Public
Library Children’s Depart-

was the perfect fit.

it's amazing.”

Finding a fulfilling
career with flexibility
and room to grow

Petra always knew she wanted to pursue a career that involved
helping people. After studying nursing for a semester, and
realizing that it wasn’t for her, she discovered her calling as a
Mental Health Rehabilitation Technician/Community, or MHRT-C,

In that role, she works with individuals living with serious and
persistent mental iliness, helping them access support services in the
community. That might include a wide range of tasks on any given
day, from helping clients connect with food and childcare resources,
to helping them enroll in college classes.

“I'love getting to be a part of people moving forward in their lives,”
she says. “| get to see people believe in themselves again.”

Petra is a part of the growing field of Behavioral Health, ensuring that Mainers with behavioral
health needs have the support they need to stay safe, independent, and empowered to achieve their
personal goals. There are thousands of openings with providers throughout the state. In addition to
the rewarding nature of the work, Petra appreciates having flexibility with time to be there for her
husband and two young children.

“I'have a lot of control over my schedule,” she says. “I really do get to enjoy my kids’ childhood.”

Emily became a Mental Health Rehabilitation Technician-I, or MHRT-I,
shortly after getting her associate’s degree, and her son was diagnosed
with autism. “l wanted to be prepared to meet his needs and be as
knowledgeable as possible,” she said.

The position, working with individuals’ serious mental iliness in
supported residential settings, turned out to be a gateway to a new path
that she could never could have imagined. Emily went on to become a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker, get her Doctorate in Social Work, and teach college classes, all as a mother of three. Today,
as the Principal Investigator for Behavioral Health Workforce Initiatives at the Catherine Cutler
Institute at the University of Southern Maine, Emily oversees MHRT-related certifications and training
initiatives across the state. As she reflects on her path, she sees her time as an MHRT-I as pivotal.

“It helped me truly understand the profound impact behavioral health work could have, not only on
the clients | served, but also on my own sense of purpose and fulfillment,” she says. “To be able to
see people have those light-bulb moments, really discover who they are and witness their resilience;

To learn more about full-time, part-time and per-diem opportunities in your community, go to
Mainecareerswithpurpose.org. Follow @MaineCareerswithPurpose on Facebook and Instagram.

Careers with Purpose

2
o)f¢

Connecting lives, advancing community

“I love getting to
be a part of people
moving forward in

their lives. | get to

see people believe in
themselves again.”

N B

ment will be offering a But-
terfly Footprints Keepsake
program. Caregivers and
their babies will be able
to create a butterfly keep-
sake using their child’s
footprints on a preprinted
background.

This program is rec-
ommended for caregivers
and their children between
the ages of birth-2 years
old. Siblings are also wel-
come to attend. This ac-
tivity will take place at the
back tables in the Chil-
dren’s Department on the
third floor of the library.
This program is free, and
no registration is required.
All materials will be pro-
vided.

Aug 9

GORHAM - Makers
Market & Pick Your Own
Blueberries Fest at Orchard
Ridge Farm in Gorham,
August 9th from 10-2 (rain
date August 10th, 10-2)

We will have 30 Ven-
dors selling their goods
including Ceramics, Jewel-
ry, Woodworking, Illustra-
tion and Painting, Vintage
Clothes, Stained Glass,
Soap and Body Products
& More. There will be live
music, farm animals and
we will have 2 food trucks!

We are also having
a BAKE SALE (blueber-
ry themed) fundraiser for
ARLGP with all the funds
raised will go to help the
shelter continue doing the
amazing work they have
been doing for years.

Aug9

GRAY - 9th annual
Gray Wild Blueberry Festi-
val ‘Celebrating Communi-
ty & Culture’ and all things
wild Maine Blueberries
runs 9:30 AM TO 3:30 PM.
Family-friendly, free event
featuring Food Trucks;
Bake-Off, Pie Eating Con-
tests, Spelling Bee, Master
Beekeeper; 3 Bands, 75
Booths - artisans, crafters,
authors and farmers market
and 30 school & communi-
ty groups; Kids Area, Fun
Run, Raffle Baskets, fresh
wild blueberries, whole
pies, and more. 24 Main
St, Gray. www.wildblue-
berries.me/grayfestival/

Aug 9

OTISFIELD - The
East Otisfield Free Bap-
tist Church annual Lobster
Dinner is being held on,
Saturday, August 9th. The
menu will include a 1 1/4
Ib., lobster or 2 a grilled
chicken, coleslaw, corn-on-
the-cob, dinner roll, drawn
butter, blueberry cake and
other refreshments.

A total of 76 seats
are available in 2 seatings,
with the first at 4.30PM,
the second seating at 6PM.
Tickets should be pur-
chased in advance from
Maryanne Hill for $25.00
for the Chicken Meal or
$30.00 for the Lobster Din-
ner. All tickets are sold on a
first-come-first-serve basis.

Please call 310-8056
or email Maryanne at EO-
FBCdinners@yahoo.com
for your reservations. All
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proceeds will benefit mul-
tiple church projects. The
lobster Dinner will be held
at the church located at 231
Rayville Road, 1 mile off
Rte. 121 in Otisfield. Hope
to see you there.
Aug 11-15

MAINE — Are you
ready to advocate for a
child’s best interests? If so,
Maine CASA hopes you
can join us for our August
11-15, 2025 training. For
more information about be-
coming a volunteer, please
contact Maine CASA Le-
gal Services Advisor Dar-
ren Defoe at 213-2864 or
by e-mail at casa@courts.
maine.gov.

Aug 15

AUGUSTA - Augus-
ta Symphony Soirée, the
only ticketed concert in the
ASO schedule, which will
help support the ASO’s
mission and expenses.
Held at Jewett Hall on the
University of Maine at
Augusta campus (46 Uni-
versity Dr.), this elegant
evening will feature cham-
ber ensembles drawn from
ASO musicians, includ-
ing Concertmaster Anne
McKee. The program will
culminate with the ASO’s
own Maestro Jinwook Park
leading a lively winds and
strings nonet with his vio-
lin rather than his baton.
The evening will open
with a welcome reception
at 7:00 pm during which
supporters can meet each
other as well as orchestra
members. The concert will
begin at 7:30 pm.

Aug 17

LISBON FALLS -
The 4-H Youth Develop-
ment Program in Andro-
scoggin and Sagadahoc
counties, part of University
of Maine Cooperative Ex-
tension, is hosting a drop-
in Open House on Sunday,
August 17 from 1 p.m. — 4
p-m. at the Androscoggin/
Sagadahoc Extension of-
fice, 24 Main Street, Lis-
bon Falls.

Aug 21
LEWISTON - Lew-
iston  Public  Library:

Paint Night at the Library
5-7PM.
Nov 15
LEWISTON - Prince
of Peace Parish Christmas
Craft Fair Saturday, from
9-3.  Looking for craft-
ers/artists at Holy Family
Church Hall 607 Sabattus
St., Lewiston. Prices for
tables/spaces range from
$25-$40! Contact Angela
at adobson@une.edu

Good Shepherd
Continued from page 1

people facing hunger who
are doing everything they
can to get by and place
even greater pressure on
Good Shepherd Food Bank
and the entire charitable
food network in Maine.

“We know that good
policies can reduce hunger
and improve health, and
we are grateful for Maine’s
four members of Congress
who stood with us in op-
position to this bill,” said
Heather Paquette, Presi-
dent, Good Shepherd Food
Bank. “This legislation is
a significant setback for
people and communities
already facing barriers to
accessing the food and re-
sources they need to live
full lives. Maine’s food
insecurity rate is higher
than the national average
and includes 20% of our
children who are current-
ly living in food insecure
homes. People in Maine
work hard every day to
build better lives, but they
need a strong foundation
to succeed. Access to food
and health care is that foun-
dation.”

Individuals and fam-
ilies currently receiving
SNAP benefits are encour-
aged to contact the Maine
Department of Health and
Human Services to ensure
their contact information is
up to date.

Good Shepherd Food
Bank will continue to lead
the way in making nutri-
tious food available to all
who need it. Together with
Maine’s network of hun-
ger-relief  organizations,
volunteers, and donors we
will keep working to find
ways to support our neigh-
bors facing hunger who
will be impacted by this
bill in the coming months
and years.

For information about
Good Shepherd Food Bank
and how you can get in-
volved visit our website at
www.feedingmaine.org.

Fortune
Continued from page 1

Rev. Fortune and Auburn
UU visit www.auburnuu.
org or call 207-783-0461.
Sunday worship is held in
person at 10 a.m. at 169
Pleasant  Street (across
from Dairy Joy), as well as
over Zoom. Parking; acces-
sible.
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CAMPER
FOR SALE

Keystone campfire edition
travel trailer. New June
2018. 29.8 feet. Less than
500 miles on it. 12 foot
slide out, large refrigerator,
leather couch. Two gray
water tanks, large closets,
over $9000 extras. AC/
furnace. Paid $34,000 new.
Must sell. Asking $21,000.
207-310-0212.

Keystone Sprinter 5th
Wheel. 2018, 31 feet,
2 super slides, large
refrigerator, like new - hardly
used. Full winter cover,
super glide included. Asking
$25,500 - please call 207-
754-2165

783-8327.

Wood boiler — Must go!
$2,500. Alternate heating
carbon steel wood boil-
er. Purchased in 1996 for
$6,800. New door seal,
bricks, blanket, and sili-
cone card bead. Includes
cycle timer and plumb fit-
tings. 1,400#. Model E100
wood gun. Can be lifted di-
rectly into your trailer.

HOUSE KEEPING

Housekeeping/ House
Arranging small items
to aid in mobility. Small
jobs/spring cleaning and
removal of unwanted items.
Scheduled regularly and
ongoing. (207) 705-7989

CLEANERS

CC Island Cleaning
Company. Seasonal, Air
B&B, homes. Cleaning
with care. Call for a
quote. Denise (207) 420-
4952.

CLEANING

NORTHERN SUPREME
CLEANING. Junk removal
* Yard cleanup. Everything
& anything! Residential
& Commercial Our
team ensures spotless,
refreshed spaces with
eco-friendly practices
and competitive pricing.
*Trust us for a superior
cleaning experience!®
Call (207) 595-6347 or
email Northernsupreme
cleaning@gmail.com

Commercial Office
Cleaning. 1st Choice
Floor Care & Building
Maintenance. Commercial
cleaning company with 25+
years experience and fully
insured. 1 day a week or
more we can do it all. Call,
email or text. (207) 956-
3114 stephen@1stcoice
floorcare.com
www. 1stchoicefloorcare.com

EDUCATION

Enjoy American History
Download free ebooks
from Ebooksforstudents.
org. Enjoy exciting
narratives about World
War ll, Korea and Vietnam.
Read about the Freedom
Rides, the discovery of
penicillin and how women
won the right to vote.

FOR SALE

All-in-one Dell printer and
fax machine. $495. Call

LIVE & CODE
IN MAINE

Maine cybersecurity start-
up seeks local software
engineer

Defendify is looking for a
senior full stack engineer to
join full-time. Small team/
big results. Fun + flexible
+ always interesting. Come
build our award-winning,
all-in-one cybersecurity
platform. Position informa-
tion and to apply: www.de-
fendify.com/careers.

PAINTING

Interiors and Exteriors. 23
years full time, references
upon request, seniors and
veterans discount on labor,
free estimates. Call for on
site review of your project
with advice on what you
have now and the best
way to proceed. Call 207-
786-9849

SENIOR TRIPS

If interested in any of the
following trips or upcom-
ing trips, please contact
Claire Bilodeau at 784-
0302 or Cindy Boyd at
345-9569. If we are not
available, please leave a
message and we will call
you as soon as we can.

SEPTEMBER 15 - 18,
2025 - THE GRAND
CANYON OF PENNSYL-
VANIA - Trip includes 3
nights lodging, 3 break-
fasts and 3 dinners in-
cluding the historic Pe-
ter Herdic House and
The Carriage House.
Highlights of this tour
are Susquehanna Riv-
er Cruise, Pennsylvania
Grand Canyon Wagon
Tour, Millionaires Row
Tour, Thomas Taber Mu-
seum, Historic Rowley

of this trip is $769.00 pp
double occupancy and
$918.00 for a single. Fi-
nal payment is due July
17, 2025.

OCTOBER 6 - 10, 2025
— ATLANTIC CITY,
CAPE MAY, & PHILA-
DELPHIA - Trip includes
5 days and 4 nights lodg-
ing, 4 breakfasts and 4
dinners and a free casino
bonus for those who want
to gamble.

Guided tour of Philadel-
phia including Liberty
Bell, Independence Hall,
Betsy Ross House, the
Federal Reserve and
Mint. Then off to Cape
May with a Trolley Tour of
the Victorian Mansions of
Cape May and a walking
tour of a historic Victori-
an Home. We travel to
Cape May Point and the
famous Cape May Light-
house. Our next day is a
free day in Atlantic City to
do as you please. Take in
a show, do some gaming
or just stroll down Atlan-
tic City’'s Famous Board-
walk. A $75.00 deposit
per person is due upon
signing up. The price
for this trip is $849.00
per person double oc-
cupancy. Add $210.00
for single occupancy.
Final Payment is due
7/30/25.

— CLASSICAL GREECE
- Price includes round
trip air from Logan In-
ternational Airport, hotel
transfers and all transpor-
tation while on tour. Trip
also includes 16 meals (9
breakfasts, 1 luncheon,
and 6 dinners).

Highlights of this tour are
Athens, the Acropolis and
Parthenon, Delphi, Olym-
pia and Ancient Mycenae.
You will visit a Greek
Farm, have a Cooking
Class, Greek Dance
Class, and visit two re-
mote monasteries. We
will also have a tasting of
local wines, olive oil and
sweets.

APRIL 14 - 22, 2026 -
HOLLAND AND BEL-
GIUM SPRINGTIME
CRUISE - Trip includes 9
days and 20 meals. High-
lights are 7 Night River
Cruise, Amsterdam with
Canal Cruise, Keukenhof
Gardens, Middelburg,
Belgium Waterways, Sce-
nic Sail, Bruges, Antwerp,
Kinderdijk Windmills.
Ship is the MS Amade-
us Brilliant. Included in
price is round trip air from
Logan International Air-
port and all Hotel Trans-
fers. Deposit is $898.00
pp plus $699.00 if you
want travel protection.
Rates vary depending on

SEPTEMBER 20 - 28,
2026 - DISCOVER
PAINTED CANYONS
OF THE WEST - Trip
includes 9 days and 11
meals.  Highlights are
Colorado National Park,
Wine tasting in the midst
of Colorado Wine Coun-
try. Moab, Arches Nation-
al Park, Canyonlands Na-
tional Park, Dead Horse
Point State Park, Capitol
Reef State Park, Bryce
Canyon National Park
and Zion National Park
all in Utah, last day in Ve-
gas. Included in price is
round trip air from Logan
International Airport and
all Hotel Transfers. De-
posit is $698.00 pp plus
$429.00 if you want travel
protection.

If you are interested in
any of these trips or
for more information,
please contact Claire
at 784-0302 or Cindy at
345-9569.

STORAGE

New Auburn - Cellar
Storage available - Little
traffic - dead end St - For
June-Nov 30/25 - (Min)
*possible yr. round. (dis-
count can be discussed
& other space option(s)

4 possible/Price is flexible/
CLASSIFIED ADS | House and much more. the cabin category you negotiable ($100 min)
$25 PER WEEK | A $75.00 deposit is due  NOVEMBER 16-26,2025 ~choose. Call Rich at: 207-754-
upon signing up. Price 9048
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Austen
Continued from page 6

the cast and creative team.
Discuss the critical histor-
ical, artistic, and cultural
perspectives of the worlds
of each individual play.
Post-Performance Discus-
sion will take place on the
following dates: Sunday,
August 3rd for Twelfth
Night, Saturday, August
9th for The Complete
Works of Jane Austen,
Abridged, Sunday, August
10th for Cymbeline, and
Sunday, August 17th for
Ms. Holmes & Ms. Watson
— Apt. 2B.

Tickets, Subscrip-
tions, and Ways to Save.
A TAM subscription of-
fers savings and exclusive
benefits like priority seat-
ing and ticket exchanges.
Gold, Flex, General, or
Senior Passes are available
for purchase, so whether
you want a ticket for each
show or five tickets to one
show, there’s an option
for you. Single tickets for
the Summer Repertory
and Fall Show are $43 for
adults, $38 for senior citi-
zens, and $28 for students
(18 and under), All prices

shown include a $3 per
ticket fee.

Monmouth  Nights.
The first performance of
each production is Mon-
mouth Night! Residents
of the Town of Monmouth
can get tickets for $18 each
(price includes $3 per tick-
et fee, Proof of Residency
may be required). Mon-
mouth Nights will take
place on Thursday, July
31st for Cymbeline.

Opening Nights are
Educator Nights. Educa-
tors receive 20% off the
general ticket price with a
valid photo ID at the Box
Office.

Under 30 Rush Tick-
ets. For patrons under
30, $18 Rush Tickets are
available for up to 20 au-
dience members at each
performance in the sea-
son excluding the Family

Show and Special Events.
Contact the Box Office by
email  boxoffice@theat-
eratmonmouth.org or by
calling 207.933.9999 after
10 a.m. on the day of the
show. Requests made be-
fore the Box Office is open
will not be processed.

For calendar and
reservations, please con-
tact the TAM Box Office
at 207.933.9999 or visit
www.theateratmonmouth.
org.

Send all
items for
Whats Going On
to the Editor.
Deadline is
Friday by five.

Visiting Throughout

August
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Water that just works.
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WELL & WATER INC.
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Maine's leader in water well drilling,
pump installation, and geothermal
installation.

207.224.7861 goodwinwellandwater.com
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CAMP FOR SALE

by owner

24' x 24" - 2 bedroom cabin with a loft bumpout
addition (8’ x 14’) with bathroom and shower.

Power, new propane heater installed, new well and
septic, new 8 x 12’ deck, 4 acres of land, abundant
with wildlife, washer and dryer hook up, new driveway,
stumped and leveled off yard, direct ATV access.

$380,000

Thurston Rd, Cornville

For more
information
Call 207-215-3557
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