National
Night Out
to be held
Aug. 5

SEE PAGE 7

San Jose to
cite and tow
vehicles with
expired tags
SEE PAGE 6
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A parade paying tribute to the end of
World WWII at last year’s Spirit of ‘45
event at History Park in San Jose.

Spirit of
‘45 Day

WWIl living history event and 1940s
Swing Dance at History park Aug. 16

By William Bellou
Publisher

akeatrip backin time to the
T 1940s with live big band

music, swing dancing, fash-
ion and car shows, a WWII tent
city, homecoming parade, food
trucks and activities for the whole
family at this year’s Spirt of 45
Bay Area event celebrating the end
of WWII Saturday, August 16 from
2 p.m.-10 p.m.

Since this year marks the 80th
Anniversary of the end of WWII,
the Spirit of 45 Bay Area celebra-
tion will be a special one. On August
14, 1945, the day President Tru-
man announced that the most
destructive war in human history
was over, spontaneous celebra-
tions broke out around the world.

As the sun goes down, the vic-
tory celebration continues as His-
tory Park transforms into a USO-
style swing dance under the glow
of the Electric Light Tower. The
sounds of alive bigband will have
you jump and jive to the music of
the 1940s.

Preservation of honor

Since 2007 an alliance of organ-
izations and individuals have been
working together to preserve and

See SPIRIT OF ‘45, page 2

Tillman case on
hold pending
mental exam

The brother of late NFL star angry
his acuity is questioned

By William Bellou

Publisher
ichard Tillman will not face prosecution
Rfor allegations of attempting to destroy
a post office in Almaden Valley with his
car, pending a competency evaluation after his
court-appointed attorney raised concerns

regarding his mental fitness.

In Santa Clara County Superior Court, Till-
man expressed disagreement with the decision
to assess his competency and indicated dissat-
isfaction with his legal representation.

Duringdiscussions aboutbail between Deputy
District Attorney Emily Lessard and Judge Hec-
tor Ramon, Tillman stated he did not require
bail. Ultimately, Judge Ramon ordered that Till-
man remain in custody, setting bail at $135,000
in accordance with the court’s schedule for
charges including felony arson, vandalism, and
possession of explosives. A doctor is scheduled
to conduct a mental competency evaluation at
Tillman's next court appearance on August 15.

Richard Tillman in the courtroom at the Hall of Jus-
tice in San Jose on July 23 for his initial hearing on
several charges, including arson. Photo: Yahoo.com

Assistant District Attorney Angela Bernhard
commented that the events in court did not
alter the office's view that Tillman poses a risk
to public safety.

Tillman was arrested on Sunday after author-
ities responded to a fire at the Almaden post
office on Crown Boulevard, which took approx-
imately 90 minutes to extinguish. Firefighters
identified Tillman to police officers at the scene.

Accordingto affidavits, Tillman had purchased

firelogs and lighter fluid before the incidentand,
while livestreaming on YouTube, allegedly
backed his car into the building and set fire to
the materials inside the vehicle. He reportedly
spray-painted "VIVA LA ME" on the post office
exterior.

The ongoing investigation involves the Unit-
ed States Postal Inspection Service, the Bureau
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives,
San Jose police, and local arson investigators.

Richard Tillman is the brother of Pat Tillman,
aformer NFL player who left professional foot-
ball to enlist in the military following the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. Pat Tillman served in Iraq
and Afghanistan, where he died by friendly fire
in 2004.

Richard Tillman has previously been noted
for remarks made at his brother’s funeral and
for posting videos on YouTube under the name
Yeshua HaMashiach. In recent years, he has
publicly stated religious beliefs and views
regarding government, some of which were ref-
erenced during the recent court proceedings.

Following the hearing, Tillman's family
declined comment but had earlier released a
statement acknowledging Richard’s long-term
mental health challenges and the difficulties
encountered in obtaining adequate care and
support.

“It’s no secret that Richard has been battling
severe mental health issues for many years and
unfortunately, securing the proper care and sup-
port for him has proven incredibly difficult —
or rather, impossible. As a result, none of this is
as shocking as it should be.” --- Tillman Family.

IBM to close

Shift workers to help researchers
operate efficiently and collaboratively

By William Bellou
Publisher

BM said it will relocate its researchers and
Iworkers to IBM’s Silicon Valley Lab at 555

Bailey Rd., near Coyote Valley. The shut-
down, according to company officials, is a way
forlab employees to operate in a more efficient
and collaborative fashion.

“Welook forward to bringing all of our IBMers
under one roof at our Silicon Valley Lab, work-
ing together side-by-side, to drive more col-
laboration and to continue to deliver new inno-
vations, from artificial intelligence to quantum
computing, for our company and clients,” an
IBM spokesperson said in comments emailed
to this news organization.

Almaden Research Center

IBM’s Almaden Research Center, that produced
numerous cutting-edge scientific and technical break-
throughs, is slated to close and shift its workers to
its Silicon Valley Lab shown above, company offi-

cials confirmed. File photo.

The Almadenlabis partofa 700-acre site that
IBM owns, according to real estate documents.
The merger of the lab sites could be complet-
ed sometime in 2026 or by the end of this year.

“This is primarily a site consolidation, which
will take place over the next six to nine months,”
the IBM spokesperson said. “We do not expect
significant workforce impacts.”

IBM Silicon Valley Lab occupies a parcel that
totals 200 acres, a Santa Clara County proper-
ty database shows.

Numerous residential subdivisions are locat-
ed next to or near the western and southern
boundaries of the IBM Almaden lab site. The
northern and eastern sections of the property
border is designated open space.

“We are currently exploring options for the
Almaden space,” the IBM spokesperson said.

See IBM, page 6

SEE oUR LisTINGS OF LocAL ReaLTORS, CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING AND HOME IMPROVEMENT ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BAcK COVER



PAGE 2 m ALMADEN TIMES ® AUGUST 1-14, 2025

AmadenTimes

Times Media, Inc.
(408) 494-7000

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
WILLIAM D. BELLOU
williamb@timesmediainc.com

ADVERTISING SALES
WILLIAM D. BELLOU
408-494-7000

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS:
DIANE BLUM, SUNAY SANGHANI,
SEAN EASTWOOD, NIRBAN SINGH,
FRANK SHORTT, JUDY LY, EUGENE
LUU, APOORVA PANIDAPU

ART DIRECTOR
JEFF BAHAM
graphics@timesmediainc.com

PUBLISHER / CEO
WILLIAM D. BELLOU
williamb@timesmediainc.com

CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
SANDY BELLOU

Copyright © 2025 Times Media, Inc. All rights reserved.
The ALMADEN TIMES prefers letters to the editor and
submissions of guest articles and columns for possi-
ble publication to be sent by email to editorial@times-
mediainc.com. All submitted materials become the
property of Times Media, Inc., and receipt of unso-
licited materials cannot be acknowledged. The opin-
ions and viewpoints expressed by guest authors and
columnists in this publication do not necessarily reflect
the opinions and viewpoints of the staff and man-
agement of the ALMADEN TIMES and Times Media,
Inc.

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 ® ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Local News

) ‘
Spirit of '45
Continued from page 1
honor the legacy of the men and women of Amer-
ica's WWII generation so that their values and
achievements will continue to inspire future gen-
erations - especially the youth of our nation. The
14-acre History Park is home to the largest Spirit
of '45 events in the Country, where it was founded.

New Home Front gallery exhibit

On Saturday, August 9th, "V" for Victory in the
Valley: World War II Stories will open in the McKay
Gallery in the Pasetta House at History Park. The
exhibitwill be open for special extended hours from
2 p.m. to 6 p.m. during Spirit of ‘45.

The new exhibit brings the Home Front experi-
ence to life though the stories of San José families
that contributed to the war effort, such as Captain
Samuel L. Washington's service as a Tuskegee Air-
man, Edith Smith a Civil Air Patrol Cadet, Marilynn

Nelson De Luz),a Dieticianin the Army Medical Corps.

The exhibit displays all of their uniforms, along
with artifacts from History San José’s collection,
including a Civil Defense helmet, ariveter (justlike
the Rosies used!), a Navy Ships cookie tin, a ration
book, and an Army blanket with 187 patches from
World War II service members. "V" for Victory in
the Valley: World War II Stories will be on view
through October on Saturdays and Sundays from
12 noon to 3:45 p.m.

To participate in the full slate of History San José’s
WWII commemorative activities, view the "V" for
Victory in the Valley: World War II Stories exhibit
during Spirit of ‘45 Living History Day on Saturday,
August 16. The exhibitwill be open for special extend-
ed hours from 2pm to 6pm during Spirit of ‘45.

Tickets are on sale now -- Veterans and Rosies
receive free admission. To learn more about the
event, and purchase tickets visithttps://tinyurl.com/
scesw4nu.

Kristena Nelson De Luz (above), a dietician in the
Army Medical Corps, and Captain Samuel L. Wash-
ington, a Tuskegee Airman are part of the new Home

SAVING WATER OUTDOORS IS £45Y
WITH OUR FREE WATER-WISE SURVEY

/‘Q/ Valley Water
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WaterSavings.org
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WWil Living History Day & Swing Dance

Saturday, August 16, 2025
2pm-10pm!
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Historic Building Tours - Trolley Rides
Meet & Greet WWII Veterans and “Rosies”
1940s Fashion Show - WWII Tent City - Antique Cars
Victory Parade - Kids Activities - Dance Lessons
Live Big Band Music - Swing Dance
Food Trucks and MORE!

Full Day Experience 2pm-10pm: $25
Living History Day 2pm-6pm: $10, Kids 6-11yrs: $8 , Active Duty and Veterans: FREE

Swing Dance 7pm-10pm: $20
Event Parking: $10

(0) €) spiritof45bayarea

History Park, 635 Phelan Ave. San Jose, CA
info@historysanjose.org 408-287-2290

In Partnership with:
History San José

Swins Dance

LEGACY PARTNER
RYAN STINSON
= .

Preserving Our Heritage
IN HONOR OF GRANDFATHER
Ma). CALVIN CHUNN, POW

Spirit of "45 is a program of the Digital Clubhouse Network, a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization



PAGE 4 m ALMADEN TIMES = AUGUST 1-14, 2025

SERVING ALMADEN VALLEY SINCE 1986 m ONLINE: ALMADENTIMES.COM

Times Community News

Pet lovers demand
leadership change
at San Jose
animal shelter

By Annalise Freimarck
San José Spotlight

fter two years of trying, Lisa Picho final-
Aly got the call to work at the San Jose Ani-

mal Care Center. She was thrilled to start
as an animal care attendant in March. But she
said she quickly felt ill-equipped due to a lack
of training.

She narrowly avoided a dog attack. She cleaned
food and water dishes contaminated by ringworm
without proper protection and witnessed expe-
rienced coworkers using harsh cleaning chem-
icals in kennels without proper dilution.

Then one day she noticed two ringworm-infect-
ed Kkittens locked in a small area without food
or water during a heat advisory. She told her
managers, who she said brushed it off. She
emailed them too, but didn’t hear back. When
she returned for her next shift in June, man-
agementfired her for performance issues they’d
never mentioned before, she said.

“They do not like to be questioned or made to
look bad,” Picho told San José Spotlight. “When
I brought up something that was very impor-
tant to prevent deaths, they just fired me right
away.”

Picho’s experience is not an outlier.

San José Spotlight spoke to multiple former
employees and volunteers, some who wished

SANTA GLRRH GUUNTY FAIR
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to remain anonymous due to fear of repercus-
sions, who relayed stories of poor leadership,
mismanagement and retaliation. The stories,
which span multiple years and are backed by
numerous documents, show a pattern of man-
agement putting worker safety atriskand endan-
gering hundreds of shelter animals.

An online petition that’s gained more than
3,200 signatures over the past month is driving
community outrage over ongoing shelter prob-
lems. The petition calls for San Jose to create an
emergency leadership contract to ensure effec-
tive oversight of existing management and bet-
ter leadership hiring. The city opened the posi-
tion for deputy director of animal care and serv-
ices June 24.

San Jose Public Works Director Matt Loesch
will oversee the shelter until the position s filled,
while Kiska Icard and Dr. Elizabeth Kather will
remain intheirrespectiveroles as division man-
ager and medical director.

Loesch said the shelter is improving and has
implemented recommendationslisted ina 2024
audit, which found the facility consistently housed
about 200 animals above its maximum capaci-
ty of 510. Completed recommendations, accord-
ing to a May neighborhood presentation and
city staff, include an updated outreach strategy
during kitten season, finalized euthanasia poli-
cies, a review of the shelter facility’s condition
and increased outreach to veterinarians for vac-
cination certificates.

The city also increased animal care services’
annual budget from $15.4 million in fiscal year
2024-25 to $17.2 million in fiscal year 2025-26.

“(Some) of the petition’s demands align direct-
ly with the audit’s findings,” Loesch told San José
Spotlight. “Since the petition began, we launched
anationwide recruitment for anew deputy direc-
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A dog at the San Jose Animal Care Center sits in his
kennel without food or water on July 11,2025, which
reached a high of 92 degrees. The shelter does have
air conditioning. Photo by Annalise Freimarck.

tor to oversee the animal care and services divi-
sion — we look forward to renewed communi-
ty partnerships that will come with that new
leader.”

Kit O'Doherty, director of Partners in Animal
Care & Compassion and animal shelter volun-
teer for 22 years, said the shelter’s issues stem
from upper management. She said as the lead
of arescue who interacts with the San Jose shel-
ter, she’s seen careless management when it
comes to issues including dogs covered in feces,
untrained staff handling potentially dangerous
animals and unnecessary euthanasias even after
the audit.

O’Doherty said she’s frustrated at how long
it's taken the city to address the problems because
the situation calls for a complete overhaul.

“It came down to just having complete incom-
petence at the leadership level at the shelter,”
shetold San José Spotlight. “The city iswell aware

of this, and yet it's taken three years of turning
over every stone we as activists and advocates
can possibly think of to get to a place where we
are finally have an (opening) for the director
position.”

Mismanagement and lack of training

Residents began questioning the shelter’slead-
ership a few years ago when management
changed to former Deputy Director Jay Terra-
do, who left last year and was granted disabili-
ty retirement last month. Icard became division
manager after serving as amanagementanalyst
for the Monterey County Behavioral Health
Department according to her LinkedIn profile,
and Kather became medical director in 2022,
according to Transparent California.

Former staffand volunteers said management
ignored moldy and corroded pet food, often
failed to file incident reports for employee injuries
and verbally abused staff. Past employees also
said there was little training for daily tasks and
emergencies, adding they often paid for pet sup-
plies out of their own pockets.

Terrado and Kather did notrespond to requests
for comment. Icard was unavailable for com-
ment. City officials said management roles are
filled through rigorous recruitment processes
with multiple interviews, but declined to com-
menton specifichiring processes, citingemploy-
ee privacy rights.

The community wrath reached a fevered pitch
after Lola, a sickdogatthe shelter, died this May.

Courtney Ferro was the animal care attendant
who found Lola. She was working the night shift
around 9 p.m,, caring for neonatal kittens, when
she left the room and heard a weird beeping
noise. She poked her head into the room where
the noise was coming from and noticed Lola
slumped over in her kennel. When Ferro inves-

HAVE SOME NEWS
TO SHARE?

CONTACT US AT
times@timesmediainc.com

Bring your yard to life!

Our rebates of up to $3,000

help make the change!
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tigated, she found Lola had tangled herself in a

slip leash and IV cord and was strangling her- 5?,"“0R 49

self. Q,é o 0(‘
Ferro quickly unwrapped Lola with the help Q o (&} {7

of another employee and reached out to man- EV A

agement because she wasn't trained to handle =i (@)

medical emergencies — there was no medical
staff on site. Ferro said it took over an hour to
getauthorization to take Lola to the vet because
management didn’t respond. By the time she
got the OK, it was too late. Lola had died.

Traumatized, Ferro quit soon after the inci-
dent. She said Lola should never have been left
unsupervised with an IV cord and leash in her
kennel. She said one of her coworkers told a
manager about the beeping noise a few hours
earlier and was instructed to turn the machine
off without further investigation.

Ferro filed a whistleblower report with the city
andrecently received aletter from the city man-
ager’s office stating the incidenthad been resolved
without explanation, according to documents
obtained by San José Spotlight.

“Animals are being treated badly and low-level
staffarebeingtreated badly,” Ferro told SanJosé
Spotlight. “It's great that we have low-level staff
and volunteers who care for the animals and try
to make things better, but it's management who
needs to actually make the changes that are
needed, and they just don’t care.”

Loesch did not comment on Lola’s death.

The incident caught the attention of Mayor
Matt Mahan, who called for the 2024 audit.
Mahan said the new deputy director could mit-
igate the issues that have plagued the shelter for
years.

“My hopeis they'll bring new energy and strong
oversight to a shelter already filled with dedi-
cated staff and volunteers who work every day
to care for our furry friends,” he said in a letter
to the community. “This won’tbe the last change
we make at (the shelter), but it's an important
one. And it wouldn’tbe happening without friends

Two kittens with eye infections at the San Jose Ani-
mal Care Center. Photo courtesy a former employee.

about five months in 2023. She said medical
treatment was inhumane, with cats often dying
of preventable flea anemia or a contagious dis-
ease because infected cats weren’t euthanized.
She added sick cats were often spayed or
neutered despite the danger to their health.

“What would end up happening was the cats
would just die in their kennels. It was really
awful,” she told San José Spotlight. “People would
find cats dead in the kennel all the time. Like, it
was daily.”

Rachel said she brought it to the city’s atten-
tion, who she felt took it seriously.

Then shereceived an email from management
stating she was off the schedule until further
notice. She asked the city to look into why, and
management said it was because she took an
extremely sick cat to a rescue. Rachel, who left
shortly after, said that wasn’t true and wants man-
agement replaced.

Loesch did not respond to questions about
retaliation.

Community trust

The shelter’s history has eroded trust with
residents, especially among the rescue commu-

< ACTIVE ADULTS 50+ Z

The Almaden Senior Association Members are a diverse group of enthusiastic active
adults 50+ who enjoy new learning opportunities, new experiences, and new adventures.
Join us today. Meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that will
enhance your life and open new doors.

Membership offers opportunities to enjoy...

¢ Exercise Classes for all levels & abilities.

+ Lunch events with entertainment run by members of the association.

« Trips to local and not so local places of interest.

Stop by the front desk at the AlImaden Community Center and ask for an application. Currently
Membership is free. Membership includes a copy of our newsletter and offers you discounts on
classes through San Jose PRNS.

Senior Safari is back this summer.

Visitors ages 50 and up are invited to visit San Jose's iconic Happy Hollow Park & Zoo for free
on the 4" Thursday of each month from May to October. The next date is Thursday, August
28th. Get some fresh air and exercise as you enjoy free admission, free parking, early entry to
the park, the zoo, animal meet and greets and much more. To get in free, you must arrive
between 9 and 10 am.

Casino Trip, Graton Casino, Sep 16, 2025:
Come Join the Almaden Senior Association at GRATON CASINO
Travel by charter bus from the Alimaden Community Center to Graton Casino for a day of gaming,
food and fun. See the information below. Flyers with more information available at the Alimaden
Community Center or on https://almadenseniors.org/activities/.

Tuesday, September 16. 2025

Depart Community Center: 8am

Return to Community Center: 6:30pm (estimated)

Price: $50 per person. Cash or Check. As a bonus, you get $20 in Slot play or $15 Match play
Sign up MWF from 8 to 10am in the Almaden Community Center Lobby
For information call Rich at 408-219-8641 or Donna at 408-266-4938

Almaden Senior Association
at the Almaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120
https://almadenseniors.org
https://www.facebook.com/almadenseniors
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“Management did not take care of their employ- “We invite every petitioner to become part of ;:; Rich @ 408-219-8641 or Donna @ 408-266-4938 ;:;
ees,” the former employee told San José Spot- | the solution: foster, volunteer or adopt,” he told :: ::
light. “Anytime we did bring up a concern or | San]José Spotlight. “We extend our thanks to the %:f Relax & eat Table games 95
address a concern, we would get in trouble for | 300 volunteers, rescue transfer partners and éf (I i N 9::
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Medical care Ferro said new management is the key to fix- Sk 3

Things haven’t been much better in the med- | ing the shelter — it’s a top-down problem. Sk Sk
ical department. “Itwould definitely be a step in the right direc- 3k Sk

Rachel, a former registered veterinary tech-
nician who asked to only use her firstname over
concerns of retaliation, worked at the shelter for

tion,” she said. “They have caused some dam-
age that is going to take a lot of time to come
back from.”
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San Jose to cite and tow
vehicles with expired tags

August 7 deadline fast approaching

By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight
an Jose plans to clamp down on vehicles with expired
S tags, which will affect thousands of homeless residents
across the city.

Starting Aug. 17, vehicles with a registration more than six
months out of date may be immediately towed without warn-
ing. This crackdown on expired registration will hithomeless
people living in their vehicles. The city has more than 2,000
lived-in vehicles, and about 36% have expired registration.

“It's going to be horrible, these people (will) have no place
to go,” Rudy Ortega, who lives in Columbus Park where
dozens of RVs are encamped, told San José Spotlight. “These
people are going to be forced into encampments they don’t
want to be in.”

California law requires a vehicle to have up-to-date reg-
istrationifit’s driven or parked on public roads, but enforce-
ment hasn’t been a priority due to the city transportation
department’s small parking compliance unit. There are at
least 4,200 vehicles with tags six months or more past expi-
ration, a city analysis of 2022-2023 California Department
of Motor Vehicles data found.

Six parking enforcement officers will patrol the streets
and ticket or tow vehicles with expired registration. The
team will be comprised of three new officers and three offi-
cers shifted from other programs. In addition, the city is
planning to bring four officers to ticket RVs that have been
parked for an extended time on streets in lesser impacted
areas, with the intention to get them to move elsewhere.
The cost for both programs is expected to be just more than

RVs and vehicles parked with expired tags in San Jose could be
immediately towed starting Aug. 7. File photo.

$1 million this fiscal year, with ongoing costs of $1.1 mil-
lion, taken from the general fund. Revenues from citations
are expected to bring in approximately $55,000 this fiscal
year and $125,000 in future years.

“We've always thought that the (transportation depart-
ment should) not be punitive. We strive for compliance,”
Colin Heyne, spokesperson for the city transportation depart-
ment, told San José Spotlight. “But we and the councilmembers
and the mayor have gotten lots and lots of complaints about
expired registration.”

Heyne said the plan is to ticket vehicles with tags that are
six months to a year expired, and tow vehicles with expired
registrations of more than a year, though it depends on fac-
tors like the condition of the vehicle.

“We want to get the registration fee in part because it pays
for safety improvements on our streets,” Heyne said. “So it
helps improve the streets for everybody.”

Heyne said the city won’t tow a vehicle if someone isinside.
Instead, workers will contact the police department for assis-
tance to vacate the vehicle before removing it. The depart-
ment has no plan to coordinate with the housing depart-
ment or nonprofits to offer services for people who could
be displaced, he added.

Ortega is living in a pop-up camper and has a car with tags

that expired more than a year ago. He can’t update his reg-
istration because the car can’t pass a smog test, and he does-
n’t have the money to fix it. He said his life would be upend-
ed if his car gets towed.

“I wouldn'’t be able to work. I would then have no money
to survive,” Ortega said.

The planned enforcement of vehicle tags comes as San
Jose expands a program to ban lived-in vehicles on desig-
nated streets across the city. Last year, the city instituted
temporary RV bans across 30 highly impacted zones through
the $1.6 million pilot program known as Oversized and
Lived-In Vehicle Enforcement (OLIVE). The city plans to
enforce the ban across 50 more sites this fiscal year at a cost
of $1.9 million. The new tow-away zones are concentrated
in District 7 and near San Jose Mineta International Airport.

The pilot program added a supportive enforcement fea-
ture. San Jose will ticket lived-in vehicles parked in lower-
priority sites to encourage residents to move.

“We have to be smartand strategic with limited resources,
and we feel this move, along with our expanded enforce-
ment of oversized and lived-in vehicles, will address some
of the most common parking-related complaints we hear,”
John Ristow, director of the transportation department, said
in a statement.

Homeless advocate Gail Osmer, who works with people liv-
ing in their RVs, said sweeps and temporary tow-away zones
simply move people from one neighborhood to another.

“What a waste of money,” Osmer told San José Spotlight.
“Not a lot of people have been going out and offering them
any kind of services.”

The city has two safe parking sites, one on Berryessa Road
and another atthe VTA Santa Teresa light rail station, where
people can park their RVs without fear of getting swept. The
combined 128 spaces across both sites isn’t enough for the
more than 2,000 people living in their vehicles.

“We need at least four, five more (safe parking) sites,”
Osmer said.

Mahan wants city

workers to have Al tools

Mayor would like 1,000 to be

up to speed on ChatGPT

By William Bellou
Publisher

The Almaden lab was an innovation hub which undertook countless endeavors.

devices.

ribbon-cutting ceremony for a new business,
his staff consults ChatGPT to assist in drafting
talking points.

“Elected officials engage in substantial public speak-
ing,” noted Mahan, whose recent schedule has includ-
ed events ranging from restaurant and semicon-
ductor startup openings to a festival highlighting
lowriding car culture. While some politicians may
hesitate to disclose chatbot assistance in speech-
writing or budget preparation—such as drafting a
$5.6 billion fiscal plan—Mahan aims to set a trans-
parentexample. He is encouraging many of the near-
ly 7,000 government employees serving Silicon Val-
ley’s largest city to adopt artificial intelligence tech-
nologies.

According to Mahan, integrating Al tools can stream-
line repetitive tasks and enable the city to provide
more effective service to its approximately one mil-
lion residents. Although he is not alone in advocat-
ing for an “Al-first” strategy among public and pri-
vate sector leaders, some organizations have found
thatimplementing these technologies can introduce
additional challenges or errors.

The mayor would like 1,000 employees, about 15%
of its workforce—to be trained in Al applications by
next year. These will include responding to pothole
complaints, optimizing bus routes, and employing
vehicle-tracking surveillance cameras to aid law
enforcement efforts.

B efore San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan attends a

“Our approach encourages experimentation, trans-
parency, identification of issues, collective problem-
sharing among agencies, and collaboration with ven-
dors and internal teams to resolve them,” Mahan
explained. “Adopting new technologies always entails
some challenges.”

Andrea Arjona Amador, head of electric mobility
programs at the city’s transportation department,
was among the first to utilize these tools. She lever-
aged ChatGPT to secure a $12 million grant for elec-
tric vehicle chargers by creating a customized Al
agent to organize correspondence related to vari-
ous grant proposals and manage critical deadlines,
streamlining the preparation of a 20-page applica-
tion.

To date, San Jose has invested over $35,000 in
acquiring 89 ChatGPT licenses—each valued at
$400—for municipal staff, according to sources.

Continued from page 1

The pending consolidation marks
the end of decades of cutting-edge
achievements at Almaden Research
Center, which is nestled in the Santa
Teresa hills.

“IBM has been spearheading the
development of breakthrough
technologies in Silicon Valley for
over 60 years,” the company
spokesperson said.

The Almaden lab was an inno-
vation hub whose breakthroughs
involved countless endeavors.

Artificial intelligence, quantum
computing, cybersecurity, machine
learning, cloud technologies and
data storage are among the major
scientific advances that the com-
plex produced.

Over nearly 40 years since the
IBM Almaden lab opened in 1986,
the site’sresearchers have invent-
ed the first ink-jet printer proto-
type, the world’s smallest disk
drive, the first disk drive, and
encryption for DVD and Blu-ray

In 2014, William Moerner, a
researcher at the Almaden site,
won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.
Moerner’s work paved the way for
the creation of optical storage tech-
nologies that many experts see as
the foundation for the modern tech
industry.

Research atthe Almadenlab also
led to the creation of a computer
chip called TrueNorth that mim-
ics how the human brain works.
The chip was so cutting edge that
it was accepted into the Comput-
er History Museum.

IBM’s tradition of tech innovation
in SanJose stretches backtoatime
when Silicon Valley wasn’t even
known by thatname.In 1952, IBM
established its first West Coast lab
at a South San Jose site on Cottle
Road. That lab’s achievements
included the creation of the first
magnetic disk drive device.

Those IBM sites at and near Cot-
tle Road are now dotted with new
suburban homes and apartments
as well as a Costco retail ware-
house.
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Study: California
among top 10 U.S.
states where
teacher-to-student
ratio is lowest

he research by e-learning platform,
I eLearning Industry, recently ana-

lyzed data from the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics database on
public school enrollment and teacher
staffing to identify the states with the low-
estteacher-to-studentratios across Amer-
ica.

California ranks third with 46 teachers
per 1,000 students. Despite having
5,930,473 students and 271,586 teachers,
California's ratio remains among the low-
est in the nation.

Looking at the study, a spokesperson at
eLearning Industry commented:

"According to the study, California faces
the third-most significant challenges in
teacher-to-student ratios.

"The data suggests that this state may
need to focus on teacher recruitment,
retention, and resource allocation to
improve educational outcomes. These find-
ings presentimportant considerations for
policymakers and education administra-
tors looking to address staffing challenges."

The study was conducted by eLearning

Industry, a trusted platform that provides
expert content and tailored marketing
solutions to help eLearning platforms, HR
software companies, and corporate train-
ing pro-viders grow and engage their tar-
get audience.

The study analyzed data from the Nation-
al Center for Education Statistics database
on public school enrollment and teacher
staffing to identify the states with the low-
estteacher-to-studentratios across Amer-
ica.

Top 10 U.S. States with Lowest
Teacher-to-Student Ratios
Teachers per
1,000

State Students Rank
Arizona 44 1
Utah 45 2
California 46 3
Oregon 54 4
Florida 546 5
Alaska 548 b
Alabama 56 li
Idaho 571 8
Louisiana 5712 9
Washington 58 10
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National Night Out to
be held Aug. 5

By William Bellou
Publisher
ore than 38 million neighbors across
M more than 16 thousand communities
around the nation will participate in
National Night Out held on August 5.

The event is an annual community build-
ing campaign that promotes police and com-
munity partnerships and
neighborhood spirit to make
our neighborhoods safer,
more caring places to live.

National Night Outisacrime
prevention event thatis spon-
sored nationally by the Nation-
al Association of Town Watch
and co-sponsored locally by
the San Jose Police Depart-
ment.

National Night Out is de-
signed to:

« Strengthen neighborhood
spirit and police/community
partnerships

« Heighten crime prevention
awareness

« Generate support for, and
participation in, local crime
prevention efforts

¢ Build connections within
the community and get to
know your neighbors

spirit.
On Tuesday, August 5,

neighborhoods participating in National
Night Out throughout San José are asked to
join in a city-wide effort to strengthen their
community through various gatherings. Light
up your street by turning on outside lights
and spending the evening with your com-
munity and local police department. Itisan
evening full of crime prevention tips, com-
munity member messages, music, giveaways,
and fun.

For questions or event information contact
the Crime Prevention Unitat (408) 277-4133.

The event is an annual community building campaign that pro-
motes police and community partnerships and neighborhood

Oiloer Creek Meacem

INSPIRE EXPLORE CHALLEN

An Award-Wlnnlng

BEST OF BEST OF

LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

AT ) (oo FFa'"" é?G‘&.)G fite F?Gr'c'ylrlte Faavmclalrlte
aVOI'I
o Ba) \E228)\ 0527 \ 20217 \ 2020 \ 20197 \ 2018

Academic Courses! Grades K - 12
*Online & In-Person

Now Enrolling!
2025 Courses and Summer Camps!

(408)839-5905
Visit: SCAASanJose.com

/bapruen?

Silver Creek Academy

F'Aﬂu‘ﬁ 5619 Silver Creek Valley Road

fasmily favorite
mrsncn

San Jose, CA 95138

~

i

Writing & Grammar
Reading Comprehension
Mathematics
Public Speaking & Debate
Logic & Critical Thinking

Speech & Debate

HSPT Test Prep

Academic Summer Camps
Test-Taking & Study Skills
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408-289-9442
Total RV Repair Service
Complete Parts Service & Repair

SAN JOSE, CA

voted

BEST DOG TRAINER!

in Silicon Valley %%%;I;
2024 & 2025 /\

; changing behavior=improving lives

& Day School & Private Training
& Board & Train & Puppy Classes
& Leash Reactive Dog Classes

& Dog About Town Classes

& Boarding

Result oriented puppy
& dog training solutions

650.538.3011 - www.DForDogTraining.com
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Resilient beauties:
curating a stunning
garden with
California's native
plants for clay soil

By Matthew Frazier
aliforniaishome to aremarkable array
C of native plants that not only adapt well
to the challenges posed by clay soil but
also contribute to sustainable

hummingbirds, making itboth

landscaping practices. For gar-
deners eager to embrace this
approach, here are exemplary
plant choices that demonstrate
resilience and beauty.

Shrubs:

California Sagebrush (Arte-
misia californica): This ever-
green shrub makes a vibrant
addition to any garden with its
grey-green foliage and aromat-
ic leaves. Thriving in the harsh
conditions of clay and alkaline
soils, its drought tolerance
makes it a reliable choice for these environ-
ments. California sagebrush also attracts pol-
linators, providing an added benefit to your
landscape.

Coyotebrush (Baccharis pilularis): Known
for its toughness and wild charm, coyote
brush is another evergreen shrub that flour-
ishes in clay soils. It produces small, fluffy
flower clusters in late summer, which pro-
vide food for a variety of birds and insects.
Its ability to establish quickly makes it an
excellent choice for erosion control and habi-
tat enhancement.

Ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.): This genus
offers an impressive variety of species that
boast exquisite blooms in shades of blue,
purple, and white, making them a favorite
among gardeners. Many ceanothus vari-
eties are well-suited to clay, providing not
just color but also drought resilience. Their
unique flowers attract a multitude of pol-
linators, enhancing the ecological value of
your garden.

California Buckwheat (Eriogonum fas-
ciculatum): This perennial is an outstand-
ing choice for clay environments, charac-
terized by its delicate clusters of tiny flow-
ers in various hues ranging from creamy
white to pink. Beyond its aesthetic appeal,
California buckwheat is an ecological pow-
erhouse, providing vital support for native
pollinators and helping with soil stability.

Other Options:

California Redbud (Cercis occidentalis):
This stunning shrub or small tree bursts
into life with clusters of vibrant pink flow-
ers in early spring, which contrast beauti-
fully against its heart-shaped leaves. An
adaptable species, redbud thrives in clay
soils, offering year-round interest with its
attractive branching structure.

Orange Bush Monkeyflower (Diplacus
aurantiacus): A perennial delight, this mon-
keyflower dazzles with its vibrant orange
blooms, typically appearing in spring and
continuing through summer. It’s well-adapt-
ed to clay conditions and attracts various

Water Wise

Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water
Manager

a visual and ecological asset.

California Yerba Santa (Eri-
odictyon californicum): This
perennial herb features strong-
ly fragrant, velvety leaves and
clusters of tubular, pale blue
flowers. Known for its medic-
inal properties, yerba santa
thrives in clay, offering both
beauty and practical applica-
tions in herbal remedies.

Toyon (Heteromeles arbu-
tifolia): Toyon is an evergreen
shrub or small tree known for
its striking clusters of red berries that appear
in winter, providing food for wildlife. This
tough plant thrives in clay soils and is an
excellent choice for creating a hearty and
vibrant landscape.

Coneflowers (Echinacea spp.): Including
the popular "Cheyenne Spirit," these col-
orful perennials flourish in a variety of con-
ditions, including clay soils. Their daisy-like
blooms not only add charm to the garden
but are also known for attracting butter-
flies and other beneficial insects.

Coreopsis (Coreopsis spp.): Coreopsis,
with its cheerful yellow blooms, is a pleas-
antaddition to any garden. These drought-
tolerant plants thrive in clay, providing
vibrant color while also being hardy enough
to withstand varying conditions.

Important Considerations:

Soil Amendment: While these native
plants are well-adapted to clays, incorpo-
rating organic matter like compostinto your
soil can immensely improve its drainage
and enhance plant vitality. This simple step
provides a healthier growing environment.

Specific Cultivars: It's essential to con-
duct research on specific cultivars, espe-
cially within the Manzanita family, as some
are better suited to clay than others. Choos-
ing the right variety can mean the differ-
ence between a flourishing garden and one
that struggles.

Drainage: Proper drainageis crucial in clay
soils to prevent root rot and other moisture-
related issues. Implementing strategies such
as raised beds or amending organic matter
canalso help protectyourinvestmentin these
stunning native plants.

By thoughtfully selecting and nurturing
the right native plants, you can cultivate a thriv-
ing, sustainable garden that celebrates the rich
biodiversity of California while effectively
addressing the challenges presented by clay
soil. Happy planting!

If you have a question or suggestion for
this column, email KitchenFraiser@hot-
mail.com
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Buy/Sell m Mausoleum Crypt for sale

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex
(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in
International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

SPRING SPECIALS!

Gall us for details

LODOK 'Y
FREEEYSY

Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!

Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!

Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

Reflections Mausoleum
For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-
ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:
29,500. The Cemetery will make all
transfers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri;
OneGolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands
Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!
Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

e Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior

e Drywall Repairs
* Handyman Services

We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!
30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686

Insured & Bonded

TEL: (408) 281-7500

www.faithpainting.com

Faith

NS SHOE 778

®408-270-0850
No Shoe is Ever Too 0ld!

2
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Mon-Fri
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday
9:30 am - 4:00 pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 = 270-0850

Hours:
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Call to place your
ad today!
408-494-7000

Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

o

GUTTER CLEANING AND

ROOF REPAIR SPECIAL

1N

Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
Roof Restoration and Home Maintenance.

Local Willow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814.

LIVING HOPE
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd.

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every

Saturday at 12:00pm :
OUR MISSION: Evan-

gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY: Training
ministers on how to

use their love for God :

: EVERGREEN ISLAMIC
: CENTER (EIC)

¢ hitp://www.eicsan-

: jose.org

to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives

within our community
: San Jose CA 95148.
 (408) 239-6668
EPISCOPAL CHURCH :
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you".

with God’s love.

IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave.

San Jose, CA 95120.
: are Muslims, and what

The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243 :
¢ way of life. Islam

i began in the 7th centu-
: ry. People who follow
: Islam are known as

i Muslims. The Quran is
+ the Divine book that

i guides Muslims to

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

! ship and outreach,

i we strive to nurture
:+ and grow a strong

: faith community of

¢ believers, a family of
: all ages, where each
¢ member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued
¢ and empowered to

: serve. Children are

: especially welcomed
i and cherished as an
i important part of

: God's family.

o=

o1\

l Evergreen lslamic Center

2486 Ruby Ave,
"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"
Q) What is Islam, who

is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and

! practice Islam.

i "Hufazik Allah Waeayi-
: latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
¢ (swt) protect you and

3 your family".

¢ Please visit our website
¢ to learn more.

'«'4"'\‘%

g Grace Church & ) enue, San Jose, CA

: [a4)l of Evergreen i
: GRACE CHURCH OF

: EVERGREEN

+ www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

¢ 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

i Kettmann, across from
¢ the Public Library.

: Serving Evergreen for
¢ over 55 years.

¢ John Goldstein Pastor.
¢ john@GraceChurchEv-
¢ ergreen.com. Christian
+ worship every Sunday
: at 11am. Together we
¢ build better lives and a
i better community.

¢ Music Institute

i (408)791 7772. After
: School Piano, Violin,

: Other classical Instru-
i ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6

¢ Caring for your child

+ with God’s love and

: affection.

: Check our website for
i current activities.

L

: HOLY SPIRIT

: CATHOLIC CHURCH

¢ Faith.Knowledge. Com-
munity - this is our

¢ promise to our mem-
3 bers. If you are looking
+ for an active Christian
: faith community, we

+ invite you to experience :
¢ Holy Spirit Parish Com-
¢ munity. All are wel-

i come! We are located
: at 1200 Redmond

: 95120. Mass is cele-
¢ brated at 8:30 a.m.

: Monday - Friday. Our
+ weekend Mass sched-
: ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
¢ Sunday 8 am., 9:30
iam,11:30am.and6 :
¢ p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tion is every Saturday
¢ at4 p.m. or by

: appointment. Our

: Parish Office is open

i Monday - Thursday

: 8:30 am. - 4:30 p.m.
¢ and Friday 9:00 am. -
¢ 3:00 p.m. Call 408-

i 997-5100 for recorded
¢ information or 408-

i 997-5101 to speak

: with someone in our

¢ parish office.

God iy One
Jafexd
: Rab lk Hai
: SAN JOSE
: GURDWARA
: 3636 Gurdwara Ave.
San Jose, CA 95148

i means "disciple" or
+ "student." A Sikh is a
: practitioner of the faith

¢ in Punjab of old British
i India. A Guru whois a
: "teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er' completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

i and learning. Sikhism

¢ is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
¢ all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

i God (praying), earning
+ aliving by honest
means and sharing the
+ fruits of one's labor

: with others. Currently
+ there are close to one
¢ million Sikhs living in

: the USA and Canada

: and 25 million Sikhs

: living around the world. :
i Sikhism is the 5th

+ largest religion in the

¢ world. Atthe Gurd-

¢ wara (House of God) in
i San Jose we welcome
: all. We pray daily for
peace and prosperity

: for everybody in the

: world. Come to visit

: and enjoy Langer

¢ (food) in our kitchen

i which is open 365

+ days of the year and

i serves complementary
+ vegetarian meals. We
: also encourage you to
: enter our history room

i The word Sikh (see-kh)

founded in the 15th :
century by Guru Nanak :

basic principles; medi-
tating on the name of

on site and walk the

¢ beautiful grounds.

: Learn more about us

i and community events
: we sponsor by visiting

our website;

i http://www. SanJose-
¢ Gurdwara.org

: ST. FRANCIS OF
ASSISI CATHOLIC

: CHURCH

: 5111 San Felipe Rd.,

¢ San Jose, CA 95135

: 408-223-1770

: www.sfoasj.com

i We invite you to join

: our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

¢ green area of San

: Jose. We are an inclu-
¢ sive diverse communi-
: ty striving to serve as
: Disciples of Jesus

¢ Christ in the footsteps
i of St. Francis, offering
+ prayerful and joyful

liturgies, evangeliza-

: tion, fellowship, and
service opportunities to :
: the community. :
: We offer spiritual

: opportunities for all

: ages, including chil-

: dren's liturgy, dynamic
i E.C.H.0 Jr. High,

: L.G.N.LTE. High

: School, & North Star
¢ Young Adult Ministries, :
i along with small faith
¢ communities and

: opportunities to help
: the poor and marginal- :
! ized of San Jose.

: Our Chapel, Gathering

! Hall, Parish Office, Mis- ¢
: sion Center, Parish Gift
+ Shop, and Memorial

: Garden are all located

: at 5111 San Felipe Rd.
¢ Please come joinusin :
¢ worship at any of the

¢ following times in our

: Chapel: Weekdays (M-
: Sa) at 8:30 AM; Satur- :
: days at 4:.00 PM (Eng-
: lish) and 5:30 PM

¢ (Vietnamese); Sundays
i at 8:00 AM (English),

¢ 10:00 AM (English),

i 12:00 PM (English),

¢ 4:00 PM (Vietnamese),
¢ and 6:00 PM Youth

i Mass (English). The

: Villages Gated Com-

: munity also features a

+ Mass on Sundays at

: 8:15 AM at the Cribari

+ Auditorium.

¢ For more information,

: please call or visit us at :
: the Parish Office open
: M-F 9:00 AM -12:00

i PM; 1:00 PM - 4:00

PM. Come join us and

share your presence

i with us so that together
¢ we may grow and

i share our gifts to help

¢ build God's Kingdom!

@

thepoint.church

: THE POINT CHURCH
i 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148
: (408) 270-7646

: English Service:

¢ Sundays at 9:30 &

i 11:00 AM

: Spanish Service:

: 11:00 AM

¢ Cambodian Service:
i 11:00 AM

¢ Cantonese Service:

i 11:00 AM

¢ Mandarin Service:

i 11:00AM

Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):
: Every Saturday at 6:30
: PM-8:30 PM

listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com
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