Nearly 6 out of 10
third graders scored
below grade level on

California’s reading tests

SEE PAGE 4

Mahan wants 1,000
city workers to have
Al tools, be up to
speed on ChatGPT
SEE PAGE 9
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RVs and vehicles parked with expired
tags in San Jose could be immediate-
ly towed starting Aug. 7. File photo.

San Jose to
cite and tow
vehicles with
expired tags
August 7 deadline fast

approaching

By Joyce Chu
San José Spotlight
an Jose plans to clamp down
S on vehicles with expired
tags, which will affect thou-
sands of homeless residents
across the city.

Starting Aug. 17, vehicles with a
registration more than six months
out of date may be immediately
towed without warning. This
crackdown on expired registra-
tion will hit homeless people liv-
ing in their vehicles. The city has
more than 2,000 lived-in vehicles,
and about 36% have expired reg-
istration.

“It's going to be horrible, these
people (will) have no place to
go0,” Rudy Ortega, who lives in
Columbus Park where dozens of
RVs are encamped, told San José
Spotlight. “These people are
going to be forced into encamp-
ments they don’t want to be in.”

California law requires a vehi-
cle to have up-to-date registra-
tion if it's driven or parked on
public roads, but enforcement
hasn’t been a priority due to the
city transportation department’s
small parking compliance unit.

See TAGS, page 10

Spirit of
‘45 Day

WWIl living history event and 1940s
Swing Dance at History park August 16

By William Bellou
Publisher
ake a trip back in time to the 1940s with
Tlive big band music, swing dancing, fash-
ion and car shows, a WWII tent city,

History Day concludes with President Truman’s
announcement of Japan’s surrender, and a home-
coming victory parade.

homecoming parade, food trucks and activi-
ties for the whole family at this year’s Spirt of
‘45 Bay Area event celebrating the end of
WWII Saturday, August 16 from 2 p.m. - 10
p.m.

Since this year marks the 80th Anniversary
of the end of WWII, the Spirit of '45 Bay Area
celebration will be a special one. On August
14, 1945, the day President Truman an-
nounced that the most destructive war in
human history was over, spontaneous cele-
brations broke out around the world.

As the sun goes down, the victory celebra-

A parade paying tribute to the end of World WWII at last year’s Spirit of 45 event at History Park in San Jose.
Every August, the end of WWII is celebrated, and this year marks the 80th anniversary of that date.

tion continues as History Park transforms
into a USO-style swing dance under the glow
of the Electric Light Tower. The sounds of a
live big band will have you jump and jive to
the music of the 1940s.
Preservation of honor
Since 2007 an alliance of organizations and
individuals have been working together to
preserve and honor the legacy of the men and
women of America's WWII generation so that
their values and achievements will continue to
inspire future generations - especially the youth
See SPIRIT OF ‘45, page 5

National Night Out
to be held Aug. 5

By William Bellou
Publisher
ore than 38 million neighbors
M across more than 16 thousand bors
communities around the

nation will participate in National
Night Out held on August 5.

The event is an annual community
building campaign that promotes
police and community partnerships
and neighborhood spirit to make our
neighborhoods safer, more caring
places to live.

National Night Out is a crime preven-
tion event that is sponsored nationally
by the National Association of Town
Watch and co-sponsored locally by the
San Jose Police Department.

National Night Out is designed to:

¢ Strengthen neighborhood spirit
and police/community partnerships

e Heighten crime prevention aw-
areness

» Generate support for, and participa-
tion in, local crime prevention efforts

¢ Build connections within the com-
munity and get to know your neigh-

On Tuesday, August 5, neighbor-
hoods participating in National Night
Out throughout San José are asked to
join in a city-wide effort to strengthen
their community through various
gatherings. Light up your street by
turning on outside lights and spend-
ing the evening with your communi-
ty and local police department. It is
an evening full of crime prevention
tips, community member messages,
music, giveaways, and fun.

For questions or event information
contact the Crime Prevention Unit at
(408) 277-4133.

The event is an annual community building campaign that promotes
police and community partnerships and neighborhood spirit.

SEE OUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS INSIDE THE BACK COVER OF THIS ISSUE
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ATTENTION(GOLEERS

Play golf on a Spectacular Championship 18 hole golf course
for ONLY. ... $34.00 1

The Villages Golf & Country Club
Homes ranging from $500,000 to $1.7 million

- Enjoy Country Club Living in this 55+ Gated Community

Other Amenities:
Tennis - Pickle Ball - Bocce - Pools - Hiking - Billiards
Fine & Casual Dining in our Clubhouse & Bistro

2 f for a Tour ~ Stay for a Lifetime |

kW SILICON '
VALLEY

KELLERWILLIAMS.
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Fhoto by Valcohen Fhotoxrapny

WWII Living History Day & Swing I]um:e A

Saturday, August 16, 2025
2pm-10pm!

Historic Building Tours - Trolley Rides
Meet & Greet WWII Veterans and “Rosies”
1940s Fashion Show - WWII Tent City - Antique Cars ~ ™
Victory Parade - Kids Activities - Dance Lessons L
Live Big Band Music - Swing Dance
Food Trucks and MORE!

Full Day Experience 2pm-10pm: $25
Living History Day 2pm-6pm: $10, Kids 6-11yrs: $8 , Active Duty and Veterans: FREE

Swing Dance 7pm-10pm: $20
Event Parking: $10

(0) @) spiritof45bayarea

History Park, 635 Phelan Ave. San Jose, CA
info@historysanjose.org 408-287-2290

In Partnership with:
History San José

8 ¥
Preserving Our Heritage ' ~
g g IN HONOR OF GRANDFATHER o e e t

Maj. CALVIN CHUNN, POW

LEGACY PARTNER
RYAN STINSOMN

Spirit of ‘45 is a program of the Digital Clubhouse Network, a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization
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Far too many
California
children
can't read

Nearly 6 out of 10 third
graders scored below
grade level on California’s
reading tests during most
of the last decade

By Denise Amos

roups supporting Black stu-
Gdents, such as the state’s

NAACP chapter, urged a
switch to phonics. But other
groups supporting English learn-
ers and bilingual students wanted
to keep the state’s current, flexible
instruction system, which features
other disciplines that also help
kids pick up English.

The result: inertia and stagnant
test scores.

California ranked 40th last year
in fourth-grade reading on nation-
al tests. For Black fourth-graders,
California tied for last place with
only 7% proficient, and for Latino
students, it tied for 24th place with
19% proficient.

This isn’t just an academic prob-

lem.

Kids who don’t read by fourth
grade are four times more likely to
drop out of high school. We know
what follows.

When the California Assembly
passed a bill last week adopting
the so-called “science of reading,” a
literacy approach that emphasizes
phonics, it was a sign of progress.
More than 40 states have taken
similar measures, but California
was one of the last holdouts. Now
it’s up to Gov. Gavin Newsom.

System hid struggles

It shouldn’t have taken so long.

Until now, most of California’s
districts used one of a handful of
reading instructional systems.
Mostly they encouraged students
to recognize words via memoriza-
tion, or guess words based on the
context of a sentence or the pic-
tures illustrating the text.

That works for some young
readers, but for many others the
system hid their struggles. Young-
sters could look like they were
learning to read, even though they
weren’t. In later grades, when
there are no pictures or too many
unfamiliar words to memorize,
these readers would falter, and
their reading troubles would hin-
der learning in other academic
subjects.

This is California’s reading crisis.
But even with this new bill, the

B ONLINE: WILLOWGLENTIMES.COM

Children listen to storytime at the Ralph Hawley Head Start Center at the YMCA.
California ranked 40th last year in fourth grade reading on national tests, which has
sparked concern among early educators in the state. Photo by Florence Middleton

for CalMatters
state is not moving far enough, fast
enough.

The bill advances phonics and
other skills like comprehension
and reading fluency, but its adop-
tion is only voluntary. The state
would only be encouraging school
districts and teachers to revamp
their reading instruction, not man-
dating it.

That was the compromise need-
ed to pass the measure, bill propo-
nents said.

Two similar attempts to make it
mandatory failed in prior sessions,
after opposition from teacher’s
unions and some education
groups.

That's where the risk lies. With-
out a mandate that lays down
deadlines, it’s hard to predict how

widespread the science of reading

will be and how quickly it could
take hold.

Louisiana and Mississippi, two
states not usually known as aca-
demic frontrunners, experienced
meteoric rises in reading test
scores a few years after adopting
similar literacy systems. Mississip-
pi moved from 49th in the nation
in fourth grade reading in 2013 to
ninth in 2024. Louisiana jumped
from last place in 2019 to 16th last
year.

Both states made their science of
reading training mandatory and
required districts to adopt the
related instructional materials.

California is trying to entice dis-
tricts with funding.

Newsom has budgeted $200 mil-
lion to pay for teacher training, as

See READING, page 6
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Partner with the

San Jose Police Department
in fighting crime by registering

' ZEEXEEE R R your camera today.

Complete the registration form
through sjpd.org or scan the
QR code below.

‘ A M’ HOW TO REGISTER
Camera Archive & Mapping

Helpful Tips:

If a crime occurs in your
community or place of

« Know how to download your camera
footage

« When mounting cameras, please be
aware of places where people may have
a reasonable expectation of privacy
(examples: their backyard or interior of
their home)

« Focus and mount your video on key

points of entry or concern

Exterior Mounting Location Options:

Front door, rear door, side gate,

driveway/front parking lot, second floor

wide view and street view.

« Keep batteries charged in your cameras.

Consider lighting around your cameras.

business, SUPD will contact
you for video footage.

All information is confidential.
Registration is voluntary and
there is no cost associated
with registration.

For assistance call the
Crime Prevention Unit (408) 277-4133.

SAN JOSE POLICE DEPARTMENT
2017 W. Mission St.
San Jose, CA95110

https://www.sjpd.org/community/crime-
prevention/security-camera-registration
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Spirit of '45
Continued from page 1
of our nation. The 14-acre History Park is
home to the largest Spirit of '45 events in
the Country, where it was founded.

New Home Front gallery exhibit

On Saturday, August 9th, "V" for Victory in
the Valley: World War Il Stories will open in
the McKay Gallery in the Pasetta House at
History Park. The exhibit will be open for
special extended hours from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
during Spirit of ‘45.

The new exhibit brings the Home Front
experience to life though the stories of San
José families that contributed to the war
effort, such as Captain Samuel L. Washing-
ton's service as a Tuskegee Airman, Edith
Smith a Civil Air Patrol Cadet, Marilynn Lar-
son of the Pulpaneck Navy WAVES, and
Kristena Nelson De Luz), a Dietician in the
Army Medical Corps.

The exhibit displays all of their uniforms,
along with artifacts from History San José’s
collection, including a Civil Defense helmet,
ariveter (just like the Rosies used!), a Navy
Ships cookie tin, a ration book, and an Army
blanket with 187 patches from World War
I service members. "V" for Victory in the
Valley: World War II Stories will be on view
through October on Saturdays and Sundays
from 12 noon to 3:45 p.m.

To participate in the full slate of History
San José’s WWII commemorative activities,
view the "V" for Victory in the Valley: World
War II Stories exhibit during Spirit of ‘45 Liv-
ing History Day on Saturday, August 16. The
exhibit will be open for special extended
hours from 2pm to 6pm during Spirit of ‘45.

Tickets are on sale now -- Veterans and
Rosies receive free admission. To learn
more about Spirit of ‘45 Living History Day
& Swing Dance, and purchase tickets visit
https://tinyurl.com/scesw4nu

Kristena Nelson De Luz (left), a dietician in the Army Medical Corps, and Captain Samuel L. Wash-
ington, a Tuskegee Airman are part of the new Home Front exhibit at History Park.
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BEST DOG TRAINER!

in Silicon Valley iy
2024 & 2025 /\

§ Dsonouez

changing behavior=improving lives

& Day School & Private Training
& Board & Train & Puppy Classes
& Leash Reactive Dog Classes

& Dog About Town Classes

& Boarding

Result oriented puppy
& dog training solutions

650.538.3011 - www.DForDogTraining.com

Atlas
Trillo.

Heating & Air Conditioning

Unbeatable
Savings on o
HVAC Services!

Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating
and Cooling Systems

Many Payment Options to choose from

Service Available Seven Days a Week
Licensed and Professional Technicians

\ Calltoday! (855) 447-2928
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; | 1 SAVE !
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! ! 1
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One Step Closer Therapeutic Riding presents
G.R.LT.
An Equine-Assisted-Learning Program for Women

SELF-CONFIDENCE
RESILIENCE

LIFE SKILLS

SAFE BOUNDARIES

It is deeply healing to tap into the power of the centuries old bond between horse and human.
It's truly profound that our two species, with such diametrically different views of predator vs prey,
can come together in partnership and trust. | feel privileged to have the opportunity to learm
what these incredible teachers have to offer us.” - GRIT Participant

OSC has opened a new program for women based upon equine interaction
and equine-assisted-learning, designed to develop self-awareness and
self-acceptance, confidence and resilience, and safe boundaries.

G.R.LT. is for adult women led by OSC founder Landa Keirstead.
The small group meets in 2 hour sessions, once per week for six-weeks

Contact One Step Closer for more information and to enroll
one.step.closer@sbcglobal.net 408-778-3567

Reading

Continued from page 4

part of several literacy initiatives he touted
during a recent press conference. The
Assembly just passed a budget proposal that
includes the funding.

“It’s not just rhetoric; there’s $200 million
to reinforce that cause,” Newsom said.

Also part of those plans, all of California’s
youngest elementary students will be
screened for reading issues starting this fall,
and Newsom vowed to spend $500 million
to send literacy coaches and specialists to
hundreds of schools around the state.

This certainly sounds good, but as always,
the follow-through will determine whether
it's politics or progress.

Districts will need more support, because
many may not be ready to make a switch.
Schools will have to foot the bill for new
books and teaching materials. Many districts
don’t have that kind of money. Some are
tackling their own budget deficits and mak-
ing sacrifices, including laying off teachers.

Civil rights issue

This is going to take a great commitment.
The least-resourced districts will need state
help affording it. And the state should do
some of the work early by vetting the grow-
ing list of reading programs being offered to
districts, so millions more dollars aren’t
wasted on curricula and materials that don’t
move reading scores.

Some school districts have already started
transitioning to a more phonics-friendly
curriculum. Antoine Taylor, a literacy coor-

dinator for Los Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict, offered a glance at how the science of
reading could look in schools. Out of about
20 students in his classes, half are at differ-
ent stages of learning to speak English. He
estimates he’s spent about 30 minutes daily
working in small groups, much of it on phon-
ics, spelling and learning words.

He said he has folded it into daily reading
sessions, but he also continues practicing
other skills, such as reading aloud, asking
students questions about texts, and getting
bilingual students to speak and demon-
strate comprehension.

Other teachers, when they get exposed to
phonics, will embrace it too, he predicts —
as long as they get the training and the
books and supplies they need.

“Most of the teachers in the district are
aware of the science of reading,” said Taylor,
who has taught 28 years. “Most teachers
want their students to do better.”

California’s schools have their work cut
out for them, educating about 3 million stu-
dents from low-income families and 1.1 mil-
lion English learners.

Phonics proponents are optimistic Califor-
nia’s teachers will be receptive, though it’ll
still be years before we see any changes, at
least in test scores.

As Marshall Tuck, CEO of EdVoice, recent-
ly put it: “We have one of the greatest gaps
between high-income kids and low-income
kids of any state in the country. This is a civ-
il rights issue that demands urgent action
and collective action.”

Denise Amos is an editor and columnist at
CalMatters.

INSPIRE EXPLORE CHALLE

An Award-W1nn1ng

LEARNING CENTER IN SAN JOSE

BEST OF\ / ’ BayAreaParent
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2022/ \ 2021 2020 2019

*Online & In-Person
Now Enrolling!

Academic Courses! Grades K - 12

2025 Courses and Summer Camps!

(408)839-5905
SCAASanJose.com

Visit:
Silver Creek Academy

F""]U]‘ﬁ 5619 Silver Creek Valley Road

S San Jose, CA 95138
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Writing & Grammar

Reading Comprehension
Mathematics
Public Speaking & Debate
Logic & Critical Thinking

Speech & Debate

HSPT Test Prep

Academic Summer Camps
Test-Taking & Study Skills
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How heat can
adversely affect
your vehicle

By Sean Eastwood
Times staff writer
alifornia’s summer climate poses sig-
C nificant challenges not only to air con-
ditioning systems but also to vehicles.

Elevated temperatures accelerate battery
depletion, increase the risk of engine over-
heating, and compromise tire integrity.
Additionally, the threat of wildfires intro-
duces further hazards that may go unno-
ticed. Fortunately, most heat-related auto-
motive problems are preventable with
proper precautions.

Impact of Heat on Battery Perform-
ance

Contrary to common belief, high temper-
atures are more detrimental to car batter-
ies than cold weather. Elevated heat expe-
dites chemical reactions within the battery,
thereby reducing its operational lifespan. A
battery that appears to function normally
can fail unexpectedly during periods of
extreme heat, particularly if it is older than
three years. According to California’s Car
Care Council, summer heat leads to fluid
evaporation inside the battery, which dam-
ages its internal components.

Recommended actions:

« Test your battery prior to long journeys.

« Remove any corrosion from terminals.

« Replace batteries older than three years.

Increased Likelihood of Engine Over-
heating

High ambient temperatures place addi-
tional strain on a vehicle’s cooling system.
Chase R. Nacol of AAA emphasizes the
importance of components such as water
pumps, cooling fans, belts, and hoses in
maintaining optimal coolant and airflow.
Malfunction of any part of this system can
result in engine overheating.

Recommended actions:

¢ Monitor the dashboard temperature
indicator; respond promptly if levels rise
above the midpoint.

e Schedule regular inspections and main-
tenance for the cooling system, belts, and
hoses.

« If overheating occurs, pull over safely,
deactivate air conditioning, and allow the
engine to cool before inspecting coolant
levels.

Tire Blowouts and Pavement Temper-
ature

Elevated pavement temperatures com-
bined with underinflated or worn tires sig-
nificantly increase the likelihood of
blowouts. Doug Shupe of AAA Texas notes
that deteriorating tire condition, when
combined with excessive heat, heightens
this risk.

Recommended actions:

e Check tire pressure monthly.

« Inspect tires for cracks or tread wear.

 Ensure that the spare tire is adequately
maintained.

Effects of Wildfire Smoke on Vehicles

Wildfire smoke and ash can impair both
cabin and engine air quality. The Car Care
Council recommends frequent replacement
of cabin air filters during fire season, as
these filters trap airborne contaminants
and preserve interior air quality. Engine air
filters require similar attention to protect
the airflow sensor and prevent costly dam-
age from particulate accumulation.

Recommended actions:

* Replace the cabin air filter more fre-
quently during wildfire season.

« Utilize the recirculate setting to mini-
mize intake of external air during periods of
heavy smoke.

e After exposure to smoke, have the
engine air filter inspected and replaced if
necessary.

Other Heat-Related Issues

Excessive heat can degrade transmission
fluid, diminishing its lubricating and cool-
ing properties and increasing the risk of
transmission failure. Regular checks of all
vehicle systems are advised to mitigate

expensive repairs.

Recommended Items for Summer Pre-
paredness

Automotive experts advise California
drivers to keep the following items on hand
during summer months:

e Water for hydration and emergency
radiator use.

e Jumper cables due to increased battery
failure risk.

e Spare tire kit, including jack and tire
iron.

e Phone charger and portable power
source.

e Flashlight with fresh batteries.

« Basic tool kit (screwdrivers, pliers, etc.).

¢ Emergency contact information for
roadside assistance and mechanics.

Guidance for Breakdowns During
Summer

In the event of a breakdown during hot
weather, experts recommend the following
procedures:

» Move the vehicle to a safe location away
from traffic.

e Turn off the engine to prevent further
damage.

« Activate hazard lights to increase visi-
bility.

e Remain inside the vehicle if conditions
permit, using air conditioning sparingly.

 Contact roadside assistance or emer-
gency services as needed.

¢ Refrain from opening the radiator cap
until the engine has cooled.

« Use water to top off the radiator only in
dire emergencies, and only if available.

SAVING WATER OUTDOORS IS £45Y
WITH OUR FREE WATER-WISE SURVEY

A
S

Valley Water

WaterSavings.org
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Total RV Repair Service
Complete Parts Service & Repair

SAN JOSE, CA

<{ ACTIVE ADULTS 50+ Z

The Almaden Senior Association Members are a diverse group of enthusiastic active
adulls 50+ who enjoy new learning opportunities, new experiences, and new adventures.
Join us today. Meet new people and get involved with classes and programs that will

enhance your life and open new doors.

Membership offers opportunities to enjoy...

» Exercise Classes for all levels & abilities.

¢ Lunch events with entertainment run by members of the association.

» Trips to local and not so local places of interest.

Stop by the front desk at the Almaden Community Center and ask for an application. Currently
Membership is free. Membership includes a copy of our newsletter and offers you discounts on
classes through San Jose PRNS.

Senior Safari is back this summer.

Visitors ages 50 and up are invited to visit San Jose’s iconic Happy Hollow Park & Zoo for free
on the 4" Thursday of each month from May to October. The next date is Thursday, August
28th. Get some fresh air and exercise as you enjoy free admission, free parking, early entry to
the park, the zoo, animal meet and greets and much more. To get in free, you must arrive
between 9 and 10 am.

Casino Trip, Graton Casino, Sep 16, 2025:
Come Join the Almaden Senior Association at GRATON CASINO
Travel by charter bus from the Almaden Community Center to Graton Casino for a day of gaming,
food and fun. See the information below. Flyers with more information available at the Almaden
Community Center or on https://almadenseniors.org/activities/.

Tuesday, September 16. 2025

Depart Community Center: 8am

Return to Community Center: 6:30pm (estimated)

Price: $50 per person. Cash or Check. As a bonus, you get $20 in Slot play or $15 Match play
Sign up MWF from 8 to 10am in the Almaden Community Center Lobby
For information call Rich at 408-219-8641 or Donna at 408-266-4938

Almaden Senior Association
at the Almaden Community Center
6445 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95120
hitps://almadenseniors.org
https://www.facebook.com/almadenseniors
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Resilient beauties:
curating a stunning
garden with
California's native
plants for clay soil

By Matthew Frazier
alifornia is home to a remarkable array
C of native plants that not only adapt
well to the challenges posed by clay
soil but also contribute to sus-

attracts various humming-

tainable landscaping practices.
For gardeners eager to embrace
this approach, here are exem-
plary plant choices that demon-
strate resilience and beauty.

Shrubs:

California Sagebrush (Arte-
misia californica): This ever-
green shrub makes a vibrant
addition to any garden with its
grey-green foliage and aromat-
ic leaves. Thriving in the harsh
conditions of clay and alkaline
soils, its drought tolerance
makes it a reliable choice for these environ-
ments. California sagebrush also attracts
pollinators, providing an added benefit to
your landscape.

Coyotebrush (Baccharis pilularis):
Known for its toughness and wild charm,
coyote brush is another evergreen shrub
that flourishes in clay soils. It produces
small, fluffy flower clusters in late summer,
which provide food for a variety of birds
and insects. Its ability to establish quickly
makes it an excellent choice for erosion
control and habitat enhancement.

Ceanothus (Ceanothus spp.): This genus
offers an impressive variety of species that
boast exquisite blooms in shades of blue,
purple, and white, making them a favorite
among gardeners. Many ceanothus vari-
eties are well-suited to clay, providing not
just color but also drought resilience.
Their unique flowers attract a multitude of
pollinators, enhancing the ecological value
of your garden.

California Buckwheat (Eriogonum fas-
ciculatum): This perennial is an outstand-
ing choice for clay environments, charac-
terized by its delicate clusters of tiny flow-
ers in various hues ranging from creamy
white to pink. Beyond its aesthetic appeal,
California buckwheat is an ecological pow-
erhouse, providing vital support for native
pollinators and helping with soil stability.

Other Options:

California Redbud (Cercis occidentalis):
This stunning shrub or small tree bursts
into life with clusters of vibrant pink flowers
in early spring, which contrast beautifully
against its heart-shaped leaves. An adapt-
able species, redbud thrives in clay soils,
offering year-round interest with its attrac-
tive branching structure.

Orange Bush Monkeyflower (Diplacus
aurantiacus): A perennial delight, this
monkeyflower dazzles with its vibrant
orange blooms, typically appearing in
spring and continuing through summer.
It's well-adapted to clay conditions and

Water Wise

Matthew Frazier,
Certified Water
Manager

birds, making it both a visual
and ecological asset.

California Yerba Santa (Eri-
odictyon californicum): This
perennial herb features strongly
fragrant, velvety leaves and
clusters of tubular, pale blue
flowers. Known for its medici-
nal properties, yerba santa
thrives in clay, offering both
beauty and practical applica-
tions in herbal remedies.

Toyon (Heteromeles arbuti-
folia): Toyon is an evergreen
shrub or small tree known for its striking
clusters of red berries that appear in winter,
providing food for wildlife. This tough plant
thrives in clay soils and is an excellent choice
for creating a hearty and vibrant landscape.

Coneflowers (Echinacea spp.): Includ-
ing the popular "Cheyenne Spirit," these
colorful perennials flourish in a variety of
conditions, including clay soils. Their
daisy-like blooms not only add charm to
the garden but are also known for attract-
ing butterflies and other beneficial insects.

Coreopsis (Coreopsis spp.): Coreopsis,
with its cheerful yellow blooms, is a pleas-
antaddition to any garden. These drought-
tolerant plants thrive in clay, providing
vibrant color while also being hardy
enough to withstand varying conditions.

Important Considerations:

Soil Amendment: While these native
plants are well-adapted to clays, incorpo-
rating organic matter like compost into
your soil can immensely improve its
drainage and enhance plant vitality. This
simple step provides a healthier growing
environment.

Specific Cultivars: It's essential to con-
duct research on specific cultivars, espe-
cially within the Manzanita family, as some
are better suited to clay than others.
Choosing the right variety can mean the
difference between a flourishing garden
and one that struggles.

Drainage: Proper drainage is crucial in
clay soils to preventroot rot and other mois-
ture-related issues. Implementing strate-
gies such as raised beds or amending organ-
ic matter can also help protect your invest-
ment in these stunning native plants.

By thoughtfully selecting and nurturing
the right native plants, you can cultivate a
thriving, sustainable garden that celebrates
the rich biodiversity of California while
effectively addressing the challenges pre-
sented by clay soil. Happy planting!

If you have a question or suggestion for this
column, email KitchenFraiser@hotmail.com.
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IN MEMORY

Maureen E. Ryan
July 14, 1947 - July 6, 2025

Stone Church Board Member
aureen was born in
M Fort Thomas, Kentucky
to Elmer and Betty
Veneman. She was educated
through college in Kentucky’s |
Catholic schools.

After graduation, she went to
work for AT&T; First in Cincin-
nati, then New Jersey, New
York City, and finally climbed
the corporate ladder transfer-
ring to CA as a network design
analyst and global sales representative.

After retirement from AT&T, she repre-
sented an exclusive line of ladies clothing.
She took those skills to the Career Closet
where, with the help of her clients, she

dressed women for success as they tried to
re-enter the work force.

She dedicated her time, talent, and treas-
ure to Stone Church of Willow Glen where
she served on a variety of boards, commit-
tees, and governing bodies. She also sang in
the church choir.

She enjoyed golf and was
once the Handicap Champion
at The Villages Golf and Coun-
try Club. Also, her beach house
in Aptos and travel with her
husband Michael were sources
of great pleasure. She loved
The Villages where she resided
for twenty-eight years.

Maureen was an elegant lady
and a beautiful soul who will be
missed by family and friends
alike. Any donations should be made in Mau-
reen Ryan’s name to the Career Closet
and/or Sacred Heart Community Center. A
special thanks for the love and care of Tam
Votothe.
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Mahan wants
city workers to
have Al tools

Mayor would like 1,000 to be
up to speed on ChatGPT

By William Bellou
Publisher
efore San Jose Mayor Matt Mahan
B attends a ribbon-cutting ceremony for
anew business, his staff consults Chat-
GPT to assist in drafting talking points.
“Elected officials engage in substantial
public speaking,” noted Mahan, whose
recent schedule has included events ranging
from restaurant and semiconductor startup
openings to a festival highlighting lowriding
car culture. While some politicians may hes-
itate to disclose chatbot assistance in
speechwriting or budget preparation—such
as drafting a $5.6 billion fiscal plan—Mahan
aims to set a transparent example. He is
encouraging many of the nearly 7,000 gov-
ernment employees serving Silicon Valley’s
largest city to adopt artificial intelligence
technologies.
According to Mahan, integrating Al tools
can streamline repetitive tasks and enable
the city to provide more effective service to

its approximately one million residents.
Although he is not alone in advocating for an
“Al-first” strategy among public and private
sector leaders, some organizations have
found that implementing these technologies
can introduce additional challenges or
€eITors.

The mayor would like 1,000 employees,
about 15% of its workforce—to be trained
in Al applications by next year. These will
include responding to pothole complaints,
optimizing bus routes, and employing vehi-
cle-tracking surveillance cameras to aid law
enforcement efforts.

“Our approach encourages experimenta-
tion, transparency, identification of issues,
collective problem-sharing among agencies,
and collaboration with vendors and internal
teams to resolve them,” Mahan explained.
“Adopting new technologies always entails
some challenges.”

Andrea Arjona Amador, head of electric
mobility programs at the city’s transporta-
tion department, was among the first to uti-
lize these tools. She leveraged ChatGPT to
secure a $12 million grant for electric vehi-
cle chargers by creating a customized Al
agent to organize correspondence related to
various grant proposals and manage critical
deadlines, streamlining the preparation of a
20-page application.

To date, San Jose has invested over
$35,000 in acquiring 89 ChatGPT licenses—
each valued at $400—for municipal staff,
according to sources.
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SAN JOSE

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

Environmental Services

It's easy & FREE
to get rid of your junk

S5Jenvironment.org/junkpickup
Report illegal dumping: 408-535-3500

Help keep our neighborhood clean!
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Bring your yard t

Our rebates of up to $3,000
help make the change!

WaterSavings.org

/é./ Valley Water

WHEN JOURNALISM IS
NOT PRESENT TO SERVE
COMMUNITIES, BAD
THINGS HAPPEN.

Trained journalists report authentic,
credible information. And we fight
for those who produce genuine news!

Willow Glen Times

Your Community Resource.

Times Media, Inc.

B Almaden Times

M Evergreen Times

W Willow Glen Times

Source: University of
North Carolina School
of Media & Journalism

Tags

Continued from page 1

There are at least 4,200 vehicles with
tags six months or more past expiration, a
city analysis of 2022-2023 California
Department of Motor Vehicles data found.

Six parking enforcement officers will
patrol the streets and ticket or tow vehi-
cles with expired registration. The team
will be comprised of three new officers
and three officers shifted from other pro-
grams. In addition, the city is planning to
bring four officers to ticket RVs that have
been parked for an extended time on
streets in lesser impacted areas, with the
intention to get them to move elsewhere.
The cost for both programs is expected to
be just more than $1 million this fiscal
year, with ongoing costs of $1.1 million,
taken from the general fund. Revenues
from citations are expected to bring in
approximately $55,000 this fiscal year
and $125,000 in future years.

“We've always thought that the (trans-
portation department should) not be
punitive. We strive for compliance,” Colin
Heyne, spokesperson for the city trans-
portation department, told San José Spot-
light. “But we and the councilmembers
and the mayor have gotten lots and lots of
complaints about expired registration.”

Heyne said the plan is to ticket vehicles
with tags that are six months to a year
expired, and tow vehicles with expired
registrations of more than a year, though
it depends on factors like the condition of
the vehicle.

“We want to get the registration fee in
part because it pays for safety improve-
ments on our streets,” Heyne said. “So it
helps improve the streets for everybody.”

Heyne said the city won't tow a vehicle
if someone is inside. Instead, workers will
contact the police department for assis-
tance to vacate the vehicle before remov-
ing it. The department has no plan to
coordinate with the housing department
or nonprofits to offer services for people
who could be displaced, he added.

Ortega is living in a pop-up camper and
has a car with tags that expired more than

a year ago. He can’t update his registra-
tion because the car can’t pass a smog
test, and he doesn’t have the money to fix
it. He said his life would be upended if his
car gets towed.

“I wouldn’t be able to work. I would
then have no money to survive,” Ortega
said.

The planned enforcement of vehicle
tags comes as San Jose expands a program
to ban lived-in vehicles on designated
streets across the city. Last year, the city
instituted temporary RV bans across 30
highly impacted zones through the $1.6
million pilot program known as Over-
sized and Lived-In Vehicle Enforcement
(OLIVE). The city plans to enforce the ban
across 50 more sites this fiscal year at a
cost of $1.9 million. The new tow-away
zones are concentrated in District 7 and
near San Jose Mineta International Air-
port.

The pilot program added a supportive
enforcement feature. San Jose will ticket
lived-in vehicles parked in lower-priority
sites to encourage residents to move.

“We have to be smart and strategic with
limited resources, and we feel this move,
along with our expanded enforcement of
oversized and lived-in vehicles, will
address some of the most common park-
ing-related complaints we hear,” John Ris-
tow, director of the transportation
department, said in a statement.

Homeless advocate Gail Osmer, who
works with people living in their RVs, said
sweeps and temporary tow-away zones
simply move people from one neighbor-
hood to another.

“What a waste of money,” Osmer told
San José Spotlight. “Not a lot of people
have been going out and offering them
any kind of services.”

The city has two safe parking sites, one
on Berryessa Road and another at the VTA
Santa Teresa light rail station, where peo-
ple can park their RVs without fear of get-
ting swept. The combined 128 spaces
across both sites isn’t enough for the
more than 2,000 people living in their
vehicles.

“We need at least four, five more (safe
parking) sites,” Osmer said.

San Jose legendary = - ﬂ N AirForce Cadet Athena m
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Frank Fiscalini dies seloctod s the Student 4
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YOU

for being a longtime
reader of this paper

We appreciate your continued
support of our local journalism.
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SPRING SPECIALS!

Gall us for details

LOOK'Y
FIRIEE2%Y
Analyze logistics operations. Bachelor's in Free Window Cleaning w/ Ext. Paint Job!

Free Pressure Wash w/Ext. Paint Job!
Free Estimate & Color Consultation w/Job!

I Buy Comic Books.
Cash Paid. Alex
(408) 393-1385

Employment

LOGISTICS SPECIALIST

International Trade related. $62421/yr,
Pumyang Shipping America
Inc., 3494 Depot Rd,
Hayward, CA 94545

M & L Jewelers

Jewelers & Watch Repair
Ring sizing - Watch bands

Watch batteries - Engraving
Stone replacement & More!

Ask about our exclusive watch battery warranties!
(408) 270-6080
3218 S. White Rd. San Jose, CA
Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat. 10am-5pm

* Residential & Commercial
e Interior & Exterior

e Drywall Repairs

» Handyman Services

We'll Beat Any Reasonable Price!

30+ Years Experience
CA. ST. LIC #651686
Insured & Bonded

TEL: (408) 281-7500

www.faithpainting.com

Mausoleum Crypt for sale

Reflections Mausoleum

For sale 254C double crypt in the beauti-

ful Refections Mausoleum at Los Gatos
Memorial Park. The crypt is a perfect
location, just above eye level. Price:

29,500. The Cemetery will make all trans-

fers. (408) 455- 8696 Tony Ranieri; One-

GolfingWino@gmail.com

Shoe Repair

<SS
408-270-0850
No Shoe is Ever Too 01d!

22

Hours:
Mon-Fri

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

Saturday

9:30 am - 4:00 pm

2850 Quimby Rd. Suite 100 » 270-0850
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Times

Call to place your
ad today!

Gutter Cleaning/Roof Repair

408-494-7000

ks

GUTTER CLEANING AND

ROOF REPAIR SPECIAL

Only $89 for local professional GUTTER CLEANING.
And MINOR ROOF REPAIR only $89. Experts in
Roof Restoration and Home Maintenance.

Local Willow Glen Resident. Call Daniel (408) 771-8814.

LIVING HOPE
APOSTOLIC MIN-
ISTRIES
https://www.
livinghopeam.org
2650 Aborn Rd.

San Jose, CA 95135
(408) 592-7562
Pastor Shelia Sapp
“Bible Study” (Group
Study Room) every

Saturday at 12:00pm
OUR MISSION: Evan- :

gelizing our commu-
nity and the world
with the gospel of
Jesus Christ. OUR
MINISTRY: Training
ministers on how to

use their love for God
: EVERGREEN ISLAMIC

i CENTER (EIC)

¢ http://www.eicsan-

i jose.org

¢ 2486 Ruby Ave,

i San Jose CA 95148.
i (408) 239-6668
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
: the English meaning is
i "Peace be upon you'".

to reach those in
need of His love.
OUR PASSION:
Transforming lives
within our community
with God’s love.

IN ALMADEN
6581 Camden Ave.

San Jose, CA 95120. : :
¢ are Muslims, and what  :
+ affection.

: Check our website for
+ current activities.

The Rev. Shelley

Booth Denney, Rector :
Phone:408-268-0243 :
¢ way of life. Islam began
i inthe 7th century. Peo- :
i ple who follow Islam ~:
: are known as Muslims. :
i The Quran is the Divine
¢ book that guides Mus-
i lims to practice Islam.

Web:www.eca-sj.org
At the Episcopal
Church in Almaden
(ECA), we are joyful
followers of Jesus
Christ. Through wor-
ship, study, fellow-

N
AN\ =

i strive to nurture and
: grow a strong faith

i community of believ-
: ers, a family of all

i ages, where each

¢ member feels wel-

i comed, loved, valued
¢ and empowered to

: serve. Children are

: especially welcomed
i and cherished as an
i important part of

¢ God's family.

O

Qo= f:\

l [wr::een Islamic Center

"As-Salaamu-Alaikum"

Q) What is Islam, who

is the Quran?
A) Islam is a faith and

="

! ship and outreach, we §
i latak™ the English

: meaning is " May Allah
i (swt) protect you and

+ your family".

i Please visit our website
: to learn more.

i GRACE CHURCH OF
Grace Church i
of Evergreen :
: EVERGREEN

i www.GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.Com

: 408-274-1200

: See you on Facebook.
: 2650 Aborn Rd at

: Kettmann, across from
: the Public Library.

+ Serving Evergreen for
: over 55 years.

: John Goldstein Pastor.
i john@GraceChurchEv-
: ergreen.com. Christian
¢ worship every Sunday
+ at 11am. Together we
: build better lives and a
: better community.

¢ Music Institute

: (408)791 7772. After
¢ School Piano, Violin,

: Other classical Instru-
¢ ments.

: PreSchool, Ages 2-6

+ Caring for your child

: HOLY SPIRIT

i munity - this is our
¢ promise to our mem-

"Hufazik Allah Waeayi-

with God’s love and

CATHOLIC CHURCH
Faith.Knowledge. Com-

! bers. If you are looking
: for an active Christian
: faith community, we

: invite you to experience
: Holy Spirit Parish Com- :
i munity. All are wel-

: come! We are located
i at 1200 Redmond

Avenue, San Jose, CA
95120. Mass is cele-

: Dbrated at 8:30 a.m.

i Monday - Friday. Our

i weekend Mass sched-
¢ ule is Saturday 5 p.m.,
: Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30

: am., 11:30 am. and 6
i p.m. Rite of Reconcilia- :
: tionis every Saturday
: at4 p.m. or by appoint- :
¢ ment. Qur Parish Office
: is open Monday -

¢ Thursday 8:30 a.m. -

i 4:30 p.m. and Friday

: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

: Call 408-997-5100 for :
: recorded information or :
i 408-997-5101 to

¢ speak with someone in
3 our parish office.

: SAN JOSE

: GURDWARA

God iy One
Jufea 3
: Rab Ik Hai
3636 Gurdwara Ave.

: San Jose, CA 95148
: The word Sikh (see-kh) :

: means "disciple" or

! "student." A Sikh is a
¢ practitioner of the faith
+ founded in the 15th

century by Guru Nanak
in Punjab of old British

God (praying), earning

: aliving by honest

means and sharing the

+ fruits of one's labor

: with others. Currently
: there are close to one
¢ million Sikhs living in
+ the USA and Canada

¢ and 25 million Sikhs

living around the world.

: Sikhism is the 5th

¢ largest religion in the
i world. Atthe Gurdwara :
¢ (House of God) in San
¢ Jose we welcome all.

+ We pray daily for peace
i and prosperity for

¢ everybody in the world.
i Come to visit and enjoy
: Langer (food) in our

¢ kitchen which is open

i 365 days of the year

+ and serves comple-

i mentary vegetarian

: meals. We also

i encourage you to enter
+our history room on

site and walk the beau-

: tiful grounds. Learn

¢ more about us and

i community events we
¢ sponsor by visiting our
i website; http://www.

: SanJoseGurdwara.org
i India. AGuruwhoisa :
: “teacher" or "enlighten- :
i er" completes the rela-
: tionship of teaching

: and learning. Sikhism
: is monotheistic and

i stresses the equality of
¢ all men and women.

i Sikhs believe in three

¢ basic principles; medi-
i tating on the name of

ST. FRANCIS OF

: ASSISI CATHOLIC

i CHURCH

+ 5111 San Felipe Rd.,

: San Jose, CA 95135

: 408-223-1562.

i www.stfrancisofas-

¢ sisi.com

i or www.stfrancis

: ofassisipreschool.org
i We invite you to join

: our community of faith
¢ located in the Ever-

: green area of San Jose.
i We are an inclusive

: diverse community

i striving to serve as Dis-
: ciples of Jesus Christ

3 in the footsteps of St.

¢ Francis, offering prayer-
+ ful and joyful liturgies;

: evangelization, fellow-

ship, and service

i opportunities to the

+ community. We offer
: spiritual opportunities
: for all ages, including
: children's liturgy,

¢ dynamic E.C.H.O - Jr.
: High, IGNITE - High

: School and North Star - :
¢ Young Adult Ministries,
+ along with small faith

i communities and

: opportunities to help

¢ the poor and marginal-
¢ ized of San Jose. Our
¢ Preschool is the only
: Catholic Preschool

\'
//

AN

the Parish Mission

N TP
=2 3 '

i offering quality family
: oriented service in the
+ Evergreen and Silver
: Creek areas. Our
: Chapel, Gathering Hall,
i Parish Office, Mission
¢ Center, Parish Gift
i Shop, Memorial Garden
: and Preschool are all
: located at 5111 San
: Felipe Rd. Please come
3 join us to worship at
: one of the following
: times and locations:
¢ St. Francis of Assisi
i Chapel: Saturday
: 5:00PM, Sunday 8:30
: AM, 10:30 AM, 12:30
: PM, 4:00 PM (Mass in
: Vietnamese), 6:00 PM
: Youth Mass
+ St. Francis of Assisi
: Gathering Hall :
¢ Sunday 9:00 AM, Sun- :
i day11:00AM, Igho :
: Mass - Second Sunday :
: of the month 12:30 PM
¢+ Mt. Hamilton Grange -
i 2840 Aborn Road
: Sunday 9:30 AM
i The Villages Gated
: Community (Cribari
i Auditorium) Sunday
: 8:15AM
¢ For more information, ~ :
i please call or visitus at :

-

AN

: Center open M-F 9:00

¢ AM -12:00 PM; 1:00

i PM - 4:00 PM. Come

+ join us and share your
i presence with us so

: that together we may

¢ grow and share our

: gifts to help build God's
i Kingdom!

: THE POINT CHURCH

: 3695 Rose Terrasse Cir
: San Jose, CA 95148

: (408) 270-7646

@

thepoint.church

¢ English Service:

i Sundays at 9:30 &
: 11:00 AM

i Spanish Service:

¢ 11:00 AM

Cambodian Service:

: 11:00 AM

Cantonese Service:

: 11:00 AM

+ Mandarin Service:

: 11:00AM

¢ Youth Extreme Point

i (7th-12th grade):

+ Every Saturday at 6:30
PM - 8:30 PM

To place a worship
listing, email
times@
timesmediainc.com
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SHREDS

EN TIAL AND SMAIL BUS ZNZc.SS PAPER SHR_.DDING

“ DROP-OFF SHREDDING SERVICE
- WA’[‘("H IT SHRED!

MUleDENﬁS PARER SHREDD'NG& RD DRIVE

10100 PER BOX
HEO ey

65 Gallon Container

SHREDDING

. JUNK 1@

* OFFICE CONTENT CLEANOUT
* DOCUMENT PURGES
* PICK UP DOCS

* ON-SITE SHREDDING

r_uwmrm SOCUMENTS)
FOR DESTRUCTION

=
STT-2925 -
. RedDogshred.com
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408-377-2925

BAY AREA - SAN JOSE ¢ 14944 Camden Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124 (Cambrian Plaza)
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