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The Best of the Best Award Goes to...

The votes are counted, but not before it took a many people weeks to go through every ballot. When the dust settled, we had our
winners, a few close races and our readers’ choices for the best in 65 different categories. In addition to bragging rights for the next
year, each winner will receive a plaque in the coming weeks, to demonstrate their excellence.

The News-Herald thanks all our loyal readers for their participation - without your votes, there would be no contest and no winners.
Special thanks also to our advertisers who made this 17th Annual “Best of the Best” competition possible.

Food BAR/LOUNGE CHINESE FAMILY RESTAURANT
Redhawk Grille Imperial Dragon TJ’s on the Avenue
and 7481 Auburn Rd. 8310 Tyler Blvd. 7485 Mentor Ave
Drink =W g, Concord Mentor Mentor
(440) 354-4040 (440) 534-1063 (440) 953-5959
BAKERY BBQ DELI ICE CREAM
B'°_9'° s Donut Shop Mission BB Alesci’s of Shoregate Fairport Harbor
& Pizzeria 7787 Reynolds Rd. 29730 Lakeshore Blvd. Creamery
35523 Vine St. Mentor Willowick 202 High St.
Eﬁg)@@_ s (440) 236-2657 (440) 585-1112 Fairport Harbor
(440) 898-0030

A\ Don N

TEQUALA

—~ BAR & GRILL /"

In Celebration of our 22nd Anniversary
We thank you for growing with us & voting us

“BEST OF THE BEST™
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

e e

We¥specializelinkappelizenst combinaiiondinness
Real Mexican food for all of our locations SN IoNCliiesside @[f(ﬂ@[fgm” Fafffies ane more.

MENTOR EASTLAKE MADISON

9439 Mentor Ave. 35757 Lakeshore Blvd. 2593 Walter Green Cmns. .
440.205.1688 440.856.1011 440.417.0195 www.don-te qul la.com
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ITALIAN JAPANESE 4
Zappitelli’s Pizzaq, Fuji Japan a
Pasta & Parm Steakhouse

9570 Mentor Ave. /850 Mentor Ave OF SHOREGATE
Mentor Mentor ]
(440) 352-1185 (440) 205-1888 Many thanks for voting us

BEST DELI IN LAKE COUNTY!

Thank you to all of our loyal customers,
we really appreciate your
continued support!
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ATETTT e _ustheBestChinese 29730 Lake Shore Blvd, Willowick

8310 Tyler Blvd, Mentor, OH 44060 - (440) 534-1063 « (440) 534-1071 440 u 585 . 1 1 1 2 "flo)

www.imperialdragonoh.com
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Thank you For Voting
Baci Winery as the Best Winery -
in Lake County!

- Estate Vineyards * Award Winning Wines
* Live Music * Indoor & Qutdoor Seating
* Delicious Food * Private Event Space
7800 Warner Rd, (Rt, 307)
Madison, Ohio

440-307-2224 WINERY

www.baciwinery.com * info@baciwinery.com
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Redhawk

GRILLE

BEST BAR & LOUNGE
THANK YOU VOTERS!

We appreciate your support and love for our patiol

@redhawkgrille
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A _ AUDIOLOGIST/HEARING  BOUTIQUE
X ) /‘/( P 7\7 3 /‘,/( ). g Amanda’s Family I¥’s So You Boutique
Hearing 34601 Ridge Rd.

MEXICAN WINERY 1701 Mentor Ave, Willoughby
Don Tequila Baci Winery Suite 5 (440) 833-4050
9439 Mentor Ave. 7800 Warner Rd. Painesville
Mentor Madison (440) 637-8144
(440) 205-1688 (440) 307-2224
PIZZA Shobnpin
Longo’s Pizza pp g 9 o
Longo's Piza and Brennan’s Fish House
Mentor . Unique Nautical Atmosphere
(440) 974-8282 Services

“It’s A Nice Place to Perch!”

ANTIQUE SHOP
SEAFOOD .
Brennan’s Fish House An_i iques & 7ha’1k (yau

102 River St. 50900 B your conlinued t! 17th Time Winner
Grand River 30200 Euclid Ave. Jor support! ime
(440) 354-9785 Wickiiffe www.brennansfishhouse.com

(440) 944-0133

Discover Ex cept. 1onal “Come hear with us.

Rlesg Fﬁ[@@ Care Schedule a free Ilearnlg
screening faday

Hearing Testing  Hearing Aids ® Tinnitus Care ® Earwax Management

Now Offering Cochlearlmplat Servie; _ o;. "k 440.637.8143

AMANDA’S
FAMILY
=WA HEARING

Painesville Township « 1701 Mentor Ave, Ste 5

AmandasFamilyHearing.com
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Zhank You

to All who helped make A&U the Best Antique Shop and Best Specialty Shop in Lake County!

? 5 f’i‘-r , 100

3 K DEALERS
i _ ol g
[ r ‘

2 &“NIQUES

30200 EUCLID AVE » WICKLIFFE
Every day is special at A & U!
Open Thursday - Sunday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
www.antiquesanduniquesoh.com ¢ 440.944.0133

n

IR P XK K K KX ) o
BOWLING ALLEY CARPET CLEANING

Rollhouse Mentor

7300 Palisades Pkwy.

Mentor
(440) 946-5131

CAR DEALER
Classic Chevrolet
6877 Center St.
Mentor

(440) 953-1070

CAR REPAIR
Classic Toyota
8510 Tyler Blvd.
Mentor

(440) 205-6300

Stanley Steemer
30030 Lakeland Blvd.
Wickliffe

(440) 585-9333

CHIROPRACTOR
Morris Chiropractic
1545 Mentor Ave.,
Painesville

(440) 639-92171

DAYCARE

The Goddard School of
Concord Township
7645 Fredle Dr.

Concord Twp.

(440) 350-1333

Open Weekdays 6am - 7pm and Saturdays

Services
e Implants
¢ Root Canals
e Fillings
¢ Cleanings
¢ Wisdom Teeth Extractions
¢ |V Sedation
e Dentures & Partials
¢ Orthodontic Treatment
e Crowns

440-951-5511 ¢ Children’s Dentistry
* TMJ Treatment

. www.fiorittodental.com Sl A s

Thank You for Voting us the “Best of the Best” for 16 Years!

6303 Center St.
Mentor, OH

8245 Auburn Rd.
Concord, OH

FIORITTO

FAMILY DEMTAL
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DENTIST FAMILY DESTINATION
Fioritto Family Dental Lake Metroparks
6303 Center St. Farmpark

Mentor 8800 Euclid Chardon Rd.
8245 Auburn Rd. Concord  Kirtland

(440) 951-5511 (440) 256-2122

DRY CLEANER FLORIST

Premier Dry Cleaning & Bleil’s Secret Garden
Shirt Laundry 8612 Mentor Ave.
9940 Johnnycake Ridge Mentor

Road, Concord (440) 255-2308

(440) 354-2025
FUNERAL HOME

EYE CARE Brickman Bros
Ophthalmic Physicians Funeral Home
Incorporated 37433 Euclid Ave.
8140 Norton Pkwy Willoughby

Suite 110, Mentor (440) 951-7800

(440) 255-1115

Roofing by

KLEMENC

CONST, ©0),, INC. Readers’ Choice Awards

[ (//%) 1/)()///(/ (1/3’0 ///.’() lo /)/l{)//({/y //1(1/14 and ,s'(/////ef
4 4 0 e 9 5 1- 2 033 , oure (1/11(1,:/'/(19 ,s'/(({j’ ard (()()/'/fc)/sg /(}/' theor frard cworde

and dedicatior that mate thes acward. /)(M'J/Z/e

Gileneenne Gonstractiore Go. wodld lifee to tharf owre
devoted ('I(A'f()/ll(’/'ez’ ﬁ}/' llf)fl'/(zy ws the Best ((y"f/z()
QBest! MWe are /)/;(y%////((/y( y/'(n(‘q?}(/ ﬁ}/' thies froror-

. (440) 951 -2033 (FAX) 951-4866 -
Email: Info@Klemencconstruction.com Jeee & Mike Silemerc
Website: Roofingbyklemencconstruction.com Silemernc Gonstreactior Go., Snc.
Awaid Winning Sewice .. > T o o, prlltig 2o 2oy over, fogtle s M

Bettew Business Buwweaw A+ Rating v over 5 earrs
e specialize in New We Install Guttens, e Can Budd Y ow o Roof Mounted
Roof Installations, Tee Cable Systems Repaie a New- Deck, Power tans,
Repains and AU other and Gutter Cover Gavage, UWheelchaie UWindows & Doors
Related Sewices Pwtection Systerns Reunps ov Extewor Skylight Repains
| Storage Sheds & Installation J
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GARDEN CENTER HEALTH/GYM HVAC LANDSCAPER
Gale’s Garden Center Mentor Community DK Heating & Sons, Inc. Jacobson Landscape
2730 Som Center Rd. Recreation Center 4108 N Ridge Rd. & Design LLC
Willoughby Hills 6000 Heisley Rd. Perry Lake County
(440) 944-6066 Mentor (440) 259-4557 (440) 725-5441

(440) 205-3608
GOLF COURSE INSURANCE AGENCY PARTY CENTER
Black Brook Golf Course HOME BUILDER Farmers Insurance - Matt La Vera Party Center
& Practice Center JEMM Construction LLC Mormile 32200 Chardon Rd.
8900 Lakeshore Bivd. 200 Blackbrook Rd. 7538 Mentor Ave. Willoughby Hills
Mentor Painesville Mentor (440) 943-0087
(440) 951-0010 (440) 358-0008 (440) 951-0044

PET GROOMER

HAIR SALON/SPA HOME IMPROVEMENT JEWELER Kristy’s Kritters
Ladies & Gentlemen Klemenc Construction  DavEd Jewelers Pet Grooming
Salon and Spa Company, Inc. 4137 Erie St. 120 N Lake St.
8780 Mentor Ave. 35781 Curtis Blvd. Willoughby Madison
Mentor Eastlake (440) 942-3844 (440) 428-2424
(440) 255-5572 (440) 951-2033

BRickMAN BRoS.
FUNERAL HOME

THANK YOU LAKE COUNTY
POR ONGE AGAIN orcr i
o G "s . BE.{ - onathan Brickman
BEST OF 340-951-7800
/ N www.brickmanbros.com ¢ Email: info@brickmanbros.com
THE BEST!

AND A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
MY LOYAL TEAM WHO TAKE PRIDE IN
DOING THEIR BEST EVERY DAY!

Thank you for voting for us!

G 1!?).:};; ' e R n ‘i j

GARDEN GARDEN CENTERS S PAJ R E° )" B Y N AT URE"

PR EMI’/ER CONCORD Best Of The Best 2025! ‘m‘
DRY CLEANING (99::’?;"2625%, Your 1!

& s,"Rr l‘ UNDRY I PHONE 40.944.6066 | PHONE[440871:0808 Wk
£ -

L Www, galesgardencenters com
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WELCOME TO THE REC!

Thank you for voting for us!

T Iy, NGSRLU
L™ = '}

The Mentor Community Recreation Center is. rﬁ'}w open and serving
the residents of our community. The facility f@étures a variety of
programs and activities for all ages and skill levels. Emoy soccer,
swimming, pickleball, basketball, circuit training, golf simulators,

tennis and much more! All new equipment throughout the facility. .Eﬁ
III:|:

Affordable memberships and day-passes are available for rﬁsidghts
and non-residents. Program registration is open tome Y
non-members so get off the couch and getin on th

ers and

*t‘

MENTOR COMMUNITY
RECREATION CENTER

Mentor Community Recreation Center, 6000 Heisley Roadiﬁ/lentbr, OH 44060 + (440) 205-3608 - www.mentorrec.com

\
\

Open daily. Learn more at www.mentorrec.com. ﬁ /
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‘57 ‘\l ‘A - AY‘Ay ‘\1 ‘A - Av ZLASTIFC’:I st:_RGsEON 2P|:_<>|A|.T\; SHOP
: ™ reer Flasiic surgery nriques
KWW I TN H 6101 Heisley Rd, Mentor  Uniques
PHOTOGRAPHER PHYSICIAN (440) 643-4105 3Q20Q Euclid Ave.
Lindsay Dawn Nicholas Detore M.D. Wickliffe
Photography 0485 Mentor Ave. RADIO STATION (440) 944-0133
TATT HOP
(440) 983-7942 Venior REALTOR I glo : Toﬂ
(440) 205-5892 ron Clad Tattoos
CENTURY 21 6164 Meadowlbrook Dr.

Thank You for voting
us the Best of the
Best in 2025

BLACQBROOK Schedule your tee time today
GOLERSoURSE (440) 951-0010 or book online at
www.blackbrookgolfcourse.com

8900 Lake Shore Blvd., Mentor, OH 44060

Asa Cox Homes
2709 N Ridge Rd.
Painesville

(440) 639-0002

SENIOR LIVING
Concord Ridge

Health & Rehabilitation
9901 Johnnycake

Ridge Rd, Mentor

(440) 357-7900

Mentor
(440) 290-7733

VETERINARIAN

Lake Animal Hospital
1777 Mentor Ave.
Painesville

(440) 352-0606

Landscape & Design LLC

TOAA

Thank Yoﬁ for Voting Us Best of the Best!
We are Always Welcoming New Clients!

SERVICES: Spring and Fall Cleanup, Mulching, Landscape Installs, Patios and Walkways,
Curbside Leaf Removal, Snow Removal.
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

(440) 725-5441 | www.jacobsonlandscapes.com
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DK Heating
Sons INC. v cinecom

State License #124636

Thank you for voting
for us as Best HVAC
Dealer in Lake County!

94108 North Ridge Rd Q 440.259.4557
Perry, Ohio 44081 ¢ 440.259.1908

X info@dkhtg.com

Service | Installation | Maintenance 24 Hour Emergency Service!

Concord Ridge for earning Best
of the Best in Lake County:.
Call or Tour Today to see why they're #1!

Concord Ridge :

PROUD MEMBE

HEALTH & REHABILITATION
@® www.Concord-Ridge.net O 440.3577900
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07 ‘/ Y‘Ay ‘\l ‘A V/AY CAR REPAIR FAMILY DESTINATION
‘,,i ‘,\( y Preston Body Shop & Patterson Fruit Farm
# 1 ’ \ / R Collision Center 11414 Caves Rd.
Gea“ga RESTAURANT 1 3.600 W Center St. Chesterland
Suite 201 (440) 729-1964
c o“ntv Brown Barrlr Tavern Burfon
10700 Mayfield Rd. (440) 557-4223 GARDEN CENTER
BAR & GRILL Chardon
(440) 279-4747 Bremec
Brown Barn Tavern DENTIST Garden Center
10700 Mayfield Rd. Chardon Smile Center 12265 Chillicothe Rd
Chardon ANTIQUES 220 Cherry Ave. Chesterland '
(440) 279-4747 Antiques On the Square g0 bl
101 Main St. (440) 286-2474 (440) 729-2122
Chardon
PIZZA ] GOLF COURSE
Guido’s Pizza Haven, (440) 286-1912 EYE CARE Fowler’s Mill
Restaurant, and Kellis Eye & Laser Center
’ . CAR DEALER Golf Course
s":::zc’:fd Catering Junction Auto Family g:5hoo7rgz)§ve #100 13095 Rockhaven Rd.
12423 Mayfield Rd. Chesterland
12809 Chillicothe Rd. Chardon Y (440) 285-2020 (440) 729-7560
Chesterland (440) 286-6161
(440) 729-9666

Chardon Smile Center

wvotmg !!Jt_x..) ,est]D, entists)
injGeauga)County)

foythe)pasy7years!y 3

chardonsmilecenter.com

lb Like uson
Facebook

Chardon Smile Center ¢ (440) 286-2474
Painesville Dental Group ¢ (440) 354-2183 * Dental Group of Jefferson ¢ (440) 576-7040
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HAIR SALON

Avanti Salon
8027 Mayfield Rd.
Chesterland
(440) 729-9008

HOME BUILDER
JEMM Construction LLC
200 Blackbrook Rd.
Painesville

(440) 358-0008

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Payne & Tompkins
Renovations & Design
10690 Mayfield Rd.
Chardon

(440) 226-5040

John Langel, OD
Optometrist

SPECIALTY SHOP
GAR Horizons
13623 US-6
Chardon

(440) 488-7170

VETERINARIAN
Trinity Veterinary 3 = ‘ _
Hospital T - ’ e
16025 Gar Hwy R - ;

Montville = : / .

(440) 968-5141 : — _—

X

- A‘-‘_ . -

Thank You for Your Votes!
8027 Mayfield Road, Chesterland
440-729-9008 « AVANTISALON.COM gl

-

Kellis Eye & Laser Center
Kellis Optical
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G.AR. HORIZONS

FREEZER MEATS

4-H Inspired Business

26+ local vendor items in store

» Freezer meat packages and individual cuts

» Pierogi, dry goods, seasonal produce, dalry products,
ice cream, pickled products

e Sourdough delivered M, W, F '

» Other bakery delivered fresh on Frldays

13623 GAR Hwy, Chardon
440-488-7170
garhorizons.com

Hours: Mon, Tues 12-6
Wed, Thurs 9-3

T}tank. Wou for
Vo'h'ng, for vl

Friday 10-6 « Saturday 10-3

JUNCTION AUTO FAMILY

SERVICE AND DEPENDABILITY SINCE 1931

Thank You
for Voting

Junction
Auto Family

BEST CAR
DEALER!!

16025 G.A.R. Hwy, Montville, OH 44064
(440) 968-5141
Email: office@trinityvethospital.com
www.trinityvethospital.com

TRINITY VETERINARY
HOSPITAL

We are so grateful for your votes!
Thank you!
Dr. Rob & Team

Our practice is based on personal care,
compassion, and best medicine. Treating
each patient and client as a member of the
family throughout all stages of life.
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Tips for starting a home-based business

Starting a home-based business
can be a viable way to gain financial
independence and pursue a passion.
According to the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration, 50 percent of all
businesses start at home. The SBA also
reports that 60 percent of all businesses
without staff are home-based.

While the process of starting a home-
based business may seem daunting, it
can be broken down into manageable
steps. Here’s how to navigate the jour-
ney successfully.

o Identify a business idea. Individu-
als can assess their skills and passions
as a starting off point for developing
a home-based business. Then these
passions can be paired with market re-
search to determine if there is sufficient
demand for the product or service.

o Consider feasibility. It's important
to evaluate if a business idea can be
realistically run from home. Certain
business ideas, such as freelance writ-
ing, are much more conducive to being
done from home than a wedding cater-
ing business.

» Compile a business plan. Every
business should have a well written and
concise business plan. A plan should

include a summary of the mission
and goals of the business, a detailed
description of the business and its
legal structure, target audience, a clear
explanation of what is being offered to
customers, and an estimate of costs,
income and expenses.

« Set it up legally. Even though the
business may be home-based, this
doesn’t mean one should take short-
cuts around the proper channels for
establishing the business. Decide if the
business will be a sole proprietorship,
partnership, limited liability company,
or a corporation. These designations
come with different implications for
taxes, liability and administrative
complexity. Next, register the business
name with the appropriate agencies. An
Employer Identification Number likely
will be needed for U.S.-based business-
es. Licenses and permits, including a
sales tax permit if products will be sold,
also may be required.

« Secure your finances. Decide what
capital will be used to start the busi-
ness, whether it is personal funds or
from investors or a loan. Also, it is wise
to open a dedicated business bank ac-
count and credit card to help separate

personal and business finances. This
will make accounting and filing taxes
easier.

« Reassess insurance policies. One
might consider business liability insur-
ance to protect assets and the home
from potential risks. A home insurance
policy may not cover business-related
incidents, even if they are at home.

» Develop a marketing strategy. As
with any business, a home-based busi-
ness requires a marketing plan. Devel-

Thursday, August 28,202515

op a strategy to promote the business
and reach the target market.

« Retrofit the home. While many
home-based businesses can work seam-
lessly without home modifications,
others may require some changes and a
dedicated space. Assess needs and then
make changes accordingly.

Home-based businesses can be viable
ways to make money and turn a pas-
sion into a profession.

Shop Local

Keep money in your community.

Shopping locally not only means getting to see the same friendly faces each time you patronize a nearby
business, it also means keeping money in your community. A 2018 study from American Express, the company
that founded Small Business Saturday (which is celebrated the day after Black Friday), and the National
Federation of Independent Business found that roughly two-thirds of every dollar spent at a small business
ultimately stays in the local community. That boils down to 67 cents out of every dollar. The American
Independent Business Alliance also references the “local multiplier” regarding local spending. This occurs when
people spend at a locally owned and independent business instead of chain stores or mega online retailers.
Although the exact amount of dollars recirculated by locally owned businesses varies due to certain unique
criteria, retail studies conducted by Civic Economics has found a person’s dollars at these locally owned
businesses recirculate through the local economy two to four times more than money spent at non-local
companies. This money helps generate more local wealth, charitable contributions and jobs.
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\ Thank You for Vaﬁ'nﬁ
Brown Barn
TAVERN

i C}eaaga

SIS S o i =

10700 Mayfield Road Chardon, Ohio 44024
(440) 279-4747 » brownbarntavern.com




