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FROM THE BADGE TO THE MAYOR OFFICE

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

I am truly humbled and honored to have been elected as your next Mayor. From the 
bottom of my heart, thank you for your trust, your confidence, and your support. This 

victory belongs not just to me, but to all of us who believe in the future of our community.                                                                              
I want to thank my family, my campaign team, our volunteers, and every supporter who 

knocked on doors, made phone calls, shared ideas, and offered encouragement along the 
way. Your hard work and dedication made this possible.                                                                                                                             

I also want to recognize and thank Mr. Blankenship for his passion and commitment to our 
city. Campaigns are never easy, and they helped shine a light on important issues that we 

must continue to work together to address.                                                                                                                                 
As Mayor, I promise to lead with openness, integrity, and a genuine desire to serve all of 

our citizens—whether you voted for me or not. Together, we will focus on making our 
community stronger, safer, and more prosperous, while preserving the values and spirit 

that make it such a great place to call home.

Thank you again for giving me the privilege to serve. I am excited for all that lies ahead, 
and I look forward to working side by side with each of you.

With gratitude,

Charles Ward

Mayor-Elect
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Ah, the modern days…
I just saw a grandpa help a youngster who was staring into his phone, to cross the street.
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334-299-0331
Call ins welcome

8730 Hwy 231
Ozark, Alabama

Senior &Military
Discounts

Wed.Thur 4pm-8pm
Fri-Sat 4pm-8:30

Simply Outstanding

495 County Road 35
Ozark, Al 36360

Sunday, September 7th at 10 A.M. and 5 P.M
Monday, September 8th at 6:30 P.M.
Tuesday, September 9th at 6:30 P.M.

Wednesday, September 10th   at 6:30 P.M. 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1157022629610111
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Bil l  Sul l ivan Ted smith

Owners
HomeTown Boys

and

Carroll High Alumni
Class of 1983

Proudly support Ozark & Dale County High School Football.

Holman Funeral Home – Service above expectation!

995 South Union Avenue – Ozark, Alabama 36360 | (334)-774-5348 | www.holmanfuneralhome.com

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

https://holmanfuneralhome.com/
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“If we knew what it was we were doing, it would not be called research, would it?”
- Albert Einstein

As summer winds down and we step into 
September, Laughs & Lifts is here to brighten 

your days with a fresh dose of joy and inspiration. 
This month, we celebrate the power of laughter and 
kindness—the two best remedies for life’s ups and 
downs. September is a month marked by significant 
moments in history that remind us of resilience and 
hope. We reflect on the somber remembrance of 
9/11, a day that forever changed our world and 
showcased the unity and bravery of ordinary people 
rising to extraordinary challenges. At the same time, 
we celebrate the present as communities across the 
nation continue to rebuild, grow, and stand strong 
together.

In addition to remembering the past, September 
brings a change of seasons and a natural 
opportunity for renewed energy and optimism. It’s a 
time when families come together to enjoy cooler 
days, back-to-school moments, and the simple 
pleasures of life. For many, it also means the return 
of one of the most cherished traditions—Friday night 
high school football games, where communities 
gather to cheer on local teams and celebrate the 
spirit of youth and competition. Saturdays bring the 

excitement of college football, stirring up passion 
and pride as teams battle for glory on the field.

In a world that often feels rushed and heavy, it’s vital 
to pause and find moments that uplift our spirits, 
whether through a clever joke, a heartwarming story, 
or the warmth of a shared smile. Our September 
edition is packed with family-friendly jokes, puzzles, 
and uplifting articles designed to spark laughter and 
light. This issue reminds us that humor brings us 
together, bridges generations, and helps us face 
challenges with courage and grace. We also 
celebrate the quiet strength found in everyday acts 
of kindness and the simple joys that make life rich 
and meaningful.

At Laughs & Lifts, we believe joy is a gift worth 
sharing. So, grab your favorite treat, gather your 
loved ones, and dive into this issue filled with 
laughter, light, and love. Here’s to a September full 
of smiles, hope, and the kind of laughter that truly 
lifts the soul.                                                                                
Keep laughing& keep lifting each other up!

Roger Parrish

136 E Reynolds St., Ozark, AL 363601-8
00-

835
-22

66 AABON has the only two RESNA
Certified Seating & Mobility

Specialists in South Alabama.

We specialize in all Mobility
Products and repairs.

40 years Combined Experience.

https://www.aabonhomehealth.com/
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Success is a ladder you cannot climb with your hands in your pockets. ~ American Proverb
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NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTSNOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Diabetic foot ulcers • Venous leg ulcers • Burns
Non-healing wounds • Traumatic wounds 

ALL AGES! 

334.443.0160334.443.0160
Fax: 334-443-0162Fax: 334-443-0162

2126 West Roy Parker Road • Suite 207   Ozark, Alabama 36360

Call for an appointment.

Board Certified General SurgeryBoard Certified General Surgery

https://www.peariver.com/
https://osa-pc.com/
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A good friend knows all your stories. A best friend helped you write them.
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Gladys, NASA says 
the sun will burn out 

in about 

2 billion yesrs1

"Every society gets the kind of criminal 
it deserves. What is equally true is that 
every community gets the the kind of 

law enforcement it insists on."                                                                         
~ Robert Kennedy

“We will work with you to 
create a memorial to honor 

the life of your loved one. You 
will never do business with 

anyone that will try harder to 
please you.”                  ~ 

Susan Langley, owner

NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER
Almost every day readers tell me how 

much they love Laughs and Lifts, & how 
this “little magazine” touched their lives. I 

want to thank you, the reader and 
advertisers, for making Laughs and Lifts 

successful. God Bless You All.

"Nobody wants a God who 
declines to deal with evil. They 
just want a God who declines 

to deal with their evil"
- Greg Gilbert

https://www.facebook.com/susanherrinlangley/
https://www.ingrammemorial.com/
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Well, J.C.,

I guess they will 
have to finish 
construction on    

Ross Clark Circle    
in the dark.

Good things become bad when we 
love them more than God.

The first time 
Yogi Berra was 
catching with 
Ted Williams at 
bat, the first 
pitch is thrown 
and the umpire 
calls "Ball!"                    
Yogi glares at him angrily. Second pitch, 
same thing: "Ball!"                                                                      
Yogi growls, "That was a strike!"                                                                
Third pitch, again: "Ball!"                                                    
This time, Yogi jumps up in the umpire's 
face, shouting, "That was a strike!!"                        
Instead of ejecting him, the umpire 
calmly asks, "Did Mr. Williams swing at 
the ball?                                                                                            
"Yogi admits, "No."                                                            
"Then it was a ball," the ump says. "Play 
ball!"

A hospital corpsman and I were getting an 
elderly retired master chief petty o�icer out 
of his wheelchair, when I noticed the man 
had a tattoo on his knee.  "What's that?" I 
asked, unable to make out the design. 
 "It's a banjo," he said sheepishly. "I'm from 
Alabama."

A young man called his mother and announced 
excitedly that he had just met the woman of his 
dreams. Now what should he do?
His mother had an idea: "Why don't you send her 
flowers, and on the card invite her to your 
apartment for a home-cooked meal?"

He thought this was a great strategy, and a week 
later, the woman came to dinner. His mother 
called the next day to see how things had gone.

"I was totally humiliated," he moaned. "She 
insisted on washing the dishes."

"What's wrong with that?" asked his mother.

"We hadn't started eating yet."

AUTHORIZED SALES AND SERVICE

https://partsservicesllc.stihldealer.net/
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https://www.facebook.com/ozarkalchamber
https://www.facebook.com/ozarkalchamber/
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Published since 2008,
We Are The Uplifting, Positive Alternative

To Ordinary Media. We Are Your
Community Magazine.

Laughs and Lifts provides laughter in clean
jokes & cartoons, witty and wise one liners,
encouragement through uplifting articles

based on God’s word and teachings of
Christ Jesus, and entertainment  with

Sudoku, Recipes, Puzzles & More.

Laughs & Li�s Magazine is 
published monthly by Red Oak 
Prin�ng & Publishing to upli� 
and entertain the reader. Any 
resemblance to some one or 

something is coincidental and is 
not intended to harm or insult 
to anyone. The jokes stories, 

sa�re, other wri�ngs, drawings 
and pictures are published 

without malice, with the intent 
to entertain, inspire or teach 

the readers. The wri�ngs or ad 
content contained within 

Laughs & Li�s are not known to 
be copyrighted unless noted 
and are not necessarily the 

views of the publisher or editor. 
Every effort is made not to use 
copyrighted material without 

the author’s consent.                 

Contributors:                                                           
Wallace Kennedy, Jr.                                                 

Hayes Wise, “Wise Words”                                          
Tric Parrish, “Aunt T’s Kitchen”                                     

Dee Gilbert,                                   
“Claybank Master Gardeners”                                         

@ RogerParrish LaughsandLifts

SUBSCRIPTIONS             
Due to Postage Rates Increasing                                                                               

Magazine Rate Subscrip�ons are now                                    
$35.00.       

Mail check to:                                                                        
Laughs and Li�s/Subscrip�ons                                            
P.O. Box 681 • Ozark, AL 36361

Laughs and Lifts Magazine
To Advertise or Subscribe, Call

Printing & Publishing Services

A JEWISH FATHER'S CONCERN
A Jewish father was concerned about his son who was 
about a year away from his Bar Mitzvah but was sorely 
lacking in his knowledge of the Jewish faith. To remedy 
this he sent his son to Israel to experience his heritage. 

A year later the young man returned home. "Father, 
thank you for sending me to the land of our Fathers," 

the son said. "It was wonderful and enlightening, 
however, I must confess that while in Israel I converted 

to Christianity." 

"Oy vey," replied the father, "what have I done." So in the 
tradition of the patriarchs, he went to his best friend 
and sought his advice and solace. "It is amazing that 
you should come to me," stated his friend. "I too sent 

my son to Israel and he returned a Christian." 

So in the tradition of the patriarchs, they went to the 
Rabbi. "It is amazing that you should come to me," 

stated the Rabbi, "I too sent my son to Israel and he 
returned a Christian. What is happening to our sons? 

Brothers, we must take this to the Lord," said the Rabbi. 
They fell to their knees and began to wail and pour out 

their hearts to the Almighty. 

As they prayed the clouds above opened and a Mighty 
Voice stated "Amazing that you should come to Me. I, 

too, sent My Son to Israel....."  

It’s as hot as an oven outside,  when I opened the front door                                             
I thought I was checking on the cornbread.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/317828434955716/
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STRAWBERRY PRETZEL SALAD
Serving:12
Yeild: 1 7 x 11 inch salad
Ingredients
• 1 ½ cups crushed pretzels
• ¾ cup butter, melted
• 4 ½ tablespoons white sugar
• 2 (8 ounce) packages cream 

cheese, softened
• 1 cup white sugar
• 1 (8 ounce) container frozen whipped topping, 

thawed
• 2 cups boiling water
• 1 (6 ounce) package strawberry flavored Jell-O
• 1 (16 ounce) package frozen strawberries
Directions
Step 1  Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F 
Step 2  Mix together pretzels, melted butter, and 4 1/2 
tablespoons sugar in a medium bowl until well 
combined.  Press into the bottom of a 9x13-inch dish.
Step 3   Press into the bottom of a 9x13 inch pan. Bake 
for 10 minutes, or until lightly toasted. Set aside to cool 
completely.
Step 4   In a medium bowl, beat the sugar and cream 
cheese until smooth.
Step 5   Fold in whipped topping and spread evenly over 
the cooled crust. Refrigerate until set, about 30 minutes.
Step 6   Stir together boiling water and gelatin mix in a 
second large bowl. Mix in frozen strawberries; stir until 
thawed.
Step 7   Pour over cream cheese mixture in the dish. 
Refrigerate until completely chilled, at least 1 hour.

WATERGATE SALAD
Servings: 8
Ingredients
• 1 (3.4 ounce) package instant pistachio pudding 

mix
• 1 (8 ounce) can crushed 

pineapple, with juice
• 1 cup miniature marshmallows
• ½ cup chopped walnuts
• 4 ounces frozen whipped topping, 

thawed
Directions
1. Combine crushed pineapple with juice, instant 

pudding mix, mini marshmallows, and walnuts 
in a large serving bowl. Mix until well combined.

2. Fold in whipped topping, then chill for 1 to 2 
hours before serving.

3. When ready to serve, garnish with crushed 
pistachios and maraschino cherries.

CHERRY SUPREME SALAD
Servings: 12
Yield: 1 - 7x11 inch salad
Ingredients
• 1 (3 ounce) package 

strawberry flavored 
Jell-O® gelatin

• 1 cup boiling water
• 1 (21 ounce) can 

cherry pie filling
• 1 (3 ounce) package lemon flavored Jell-O® 

gelatin
• ¾ cup boiling water
• ¼ cup lemon juice
• 1 (3 ounce) package cream cheese
• ⅓ cup mayonnaise
• 1 (8 ounce) can crushed pineapple, undrained
• 2 cups miniature marshmallows
• ½ cup whipped cream
• ½ cup chopped walnuts
Directions
Dissolve the strawberry gelatin in 1 cup of boiling 
water. Stir in the cherry pie filling, then spread the 
mixture into a 7x11 inch pan, and refrigerate until 
nearly set, about 45 minutes.
Dissolve the lemon gelatin in 3/4 cup boiling water; 
stir in the lemon juice, and set aside. Mash the 
cream cheese in a separate bowl until soft, then stir 
in the mayonnaise. Pour the lemon gelatin into the 
cream cheese mixture and stir until smooth. Next, 
stir in the undrained pineapple. Finally, fold in the 
marshmallows and whipped cream.
Spread the pineapple mixture over the chilled 
cherry layer, and sprinkle with chopped walnuts. 
Chill in the refrigerator until fully set, about 2 hours.

ORANGE BUTTERMILK SALAD
Servings: 10
Yield: 10 servings
Ingredients
• 1 (20 ounce) can crushed 

pineapple, undrained
• 3 tablespoons white sugar
• 1 (6 ounce) package orange 

flavored Jell-O®
• 2 cups buttermilk
• 1 (8 ounce) container frozen 

whipped topping, thawed
Directions
Mix pineapple and sugar together in a medium 
saucepan, and bring to a low boil, stirring 
occasionally. Stir in gelatin until completely 

THERE’S ALWAYS
ROOM FOR JELLO
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dissolved, remove from heat, and cool to room 
temperature. Add buttermilk, and refrigerate 1 
hour, or until partially set.
Gently fold in whipped topping. Pour mixture into a 
lightly oiled gelatin mold. Refrigerate 8 hours, or 
until completely set.

STRAWBERRY FLUFF
Servings: 9
Yield: 8 to 10 servings
Ingredients
• 2 (3 ounce) packages 

strawberry flavored Jell-O®
• 1 (16 ounce) package 

cottage cheese
• 1 (8 ounce) container 

frozen whipped topping, 
thawed

• 1 (20 ounce) can crushed 
pineapple, drained

Directions
In a mixing bowl, combine the gelatin mix, cottage 
cheese, whipped topping and pineapple. Mix 
together well, refrigerate until chilled and serve.

PINEAPPLE PRETZEL SALAD
Servings: 18
Yield: 1 - 9x13 inch dish
Ingredients
• 2 cups crushed pretzels
• 1 cup butter, melted
• 1 (8 ounce) package cream 

cheese
• 1 cup white sugar
• 1 (8 ounce) container frozen whipped topping, 

thawed
• 2 (20 ounce) cans crushed pineapple
• ½ (3.4 ounce) package instant vanilla pudding 

mix
Directions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F 
Place crushed pretzels in the bottom of a 9x13 inch 
baking dish. Pour melted butter carefully over top. 
Bake in preheated oven 10 minutes.
Cream together cream cheese and sugar. Fold in 
whipped topping. Spread over cooled crust.
Combine pineapple and pudding mix. Spread over 
whipped topping layer.
Chill until serving 

RED HOT APPLESAUCE JELL�O
Serve alongside a ham or turkey. Or as a refreshing 
holiday dessert.
Servings: 12
Ingredients
• ½ cup cinnamon red hot 

candies
• 1 cup water
• 1 (3 ounce) package cherry-

flavored gelatin (such as JELL-O)
• 2 cups applesauce
Directions
1. Dissolve cinnamon candies in water in a 

saucepan over medium heat. Mix in gelatin and 
allow to dissolve; remove from heat and stir 
applesauce into mixture. Pour into a serving 
dish and refrigerate until set, about 2 hours.

CREAMSICLE ORANGE COOKIES
Servings24
Ingredients
• 15.25 ounces white cake mix 1 

box 
• 3 ounces orange jello 1 box
• 2 tablespoons orange zest
• 8 tablespoons salted butter softened
• 2 large eggs room temperature
• 11 ounces white chocolate chips
Directions
1. Preheat the oven to 350°F. Line two large baking 

sheets with parchment paper or a silicone 
baking mat. Set aside.

2. In a large mixing bowl or the bowl of a stand 
mixer, whisk together the white cake mix, orange 
gelatin powder and orange zest until fully 
combined.

3. Add the butter and eggs to the bowl. Use a hand 
mixer or stand mixer to beat the ingredients 
together just until combined, about 2 minutes, 
scraping down the sides and bottom of the bowl 
as needed.

4. Add the white chocolate chips and fold into the 
cookie dough.

5. Use a 1 ½ tablespoon cookie scoop to scoop 
out the dough, roll the dough into a ball and 
place on the prepared cookie sheet. Repeat 
with the remaining dough making sure to leave 
about 2 inches between each ball.

6. Bake the cookies for 10 to 13 minutes or until 
the edges are set. Remove the cookies from the 
oven and let cool for about 10 minutes on the 
baking sheet before removing to a cooling rack 
to finish cooling.

THERE’S ALWAYS
ROOM FOR JELLO
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ANTIQUES
TREASURES

MORE…AND

Over 20,000 square feet of climate controlled shopping.
Plenty of parking, loading dock. Vendor booths available.

Friendly Staff!

367 North U.S. Hwy 231 • Ozark, AL

334.774.6533
www.antiquestreasuresandmore.com

LOT / LAND CLEARING
DIRT WORK / DRIVEWAYS

MULCHING / BUSH HOGGING
LAWN SERVICES

The word NUN is just the the letter N doing a cartwheel.

CONTINUED NEXT COLUMN

.Where is far far 
away

Eighteen months ago, 
President Biden received 
and was reading a report 
that there were over 
100,000 cattle guards in 
Colorado . The Colorado 
ranchers had protested his 
proposed changes in 
grazing policies, so he 
ordered the Secretary of the 
Interior to fire half of the 
"cattle" guards immediately! 
Before the Secretary of the 
Interior could respond and 
presumably try to 
straighten President Biden 
out on the matter, Vice-
President Harris, intervened 
with a request that...before 
any "cattle" guards were 
fired, they be given six 
months of retraining. 'Times 
are hard,' said Harris, 'it's 
only fair to the cattle guards 
and their families be given 
six months of retraining! 
Is it any wonder why our 
country got into such bad 
shape.

https://www.antiquestreasuresandmore.com
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1301 Andrews Ave.  432-7085 591 S. Union Ave.   774-8505 You can’t go wrong when you Buy-Rite!

2 
CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS 
IN  OZARK

• Windshield Replacement
• Auto Glass Replacement
• Home Glass Replacement
• Commercial Glass Replacement

The boss ordered one of his men to dig 
a hole eight feet deep. After the job 
was completed the boss returned and 
explained an error had been made and 
the hole wouldn't be needed.
"Fill 'er up," he ordered.
The worker did as he'd been told. But 
he ran into a problem. He couldn't get 
all the dirt packed back into the hole 
without leaving a mound on top. He 
went to the o�ice and explained his 
problem.
The boss snorted, "honestly! The kind 
of help you get these days! There's 
obviously only one thing to do. You'll 
have to dig that hole deeper!"

Sarahrella
After watching the movie 
Cinderella, five-year-old 
Sarah started using her 
pinwheel as a magic wand, 
pretending she was a fairy 
godmother.  "Make three 
wishes," she told her 
mother, "and I'll grant 
them."
Her mom first asked for 
world peace.  Sarah swung 
her wand and proclaimed 
the request fulfilled. 
Next, her mother requested 
for a cure for all ill children.  
Again, with a sweep of the 
pinwheel, Sarah obliged. 
The mother, with a glance 
down at her rather ample 
curves, made her third 
wish, "I wish to have a trim 
figure again."
The miniature fairy 
godmother started waving 
her wand madly.
"I'll need more power for 
this!" she exclaimed.
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Lindsey Nichols, RN       Morgan Hammock, CRNP    Scott Hammock, MD   Cashena Balcom, RN 

https://www.dalemedical.org/getpage.php?name=home_health
https://www.dalemedical.org/getpage.php?name=Dale_Medical_Center_Wound_Clinic&sub=DMC%20Services
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At our practice we take pride in offering
exceptional care through a team of highly

experienced providers dedicated to patient
health and well-being. With years of clinical

experience, our professionals bring a wealth of
knowledge and expertise to the table, ensuring

that each patient receives personalized and
comprehensive treatment. Whether you need

preventive care, management of chronic
conditions, or specialized treatments, you can
count on our team to deliver compassionate
and competent care every step of the way.

Monday - Friday:
8am - 5 pm

Same Day Appointments Available

Upgraded Facility New Fresh Look
New Equipment

Extended Hours of Operation
7:00am – 6:00pm, Monday – Friday
and Saturdays, 8:00am – 1:00pm.

More Exams Rooms and More Providers
Less Waiting Time To Be Seen.

FAMILY MEDICINE
URGENT CARE

AVIATION MEDICINE
APPOINTMENTS & WALK-INS ACCEPTED

ADDITIONAL PROVIDERS
FASTER SERVICE

OUR CARING, COMPASSIONATE, AND
COMPETENT TEAM OF PROVIDERS ARE HERE

TO SERVE YOUR HEALTHCARE NEEDS

1519 East Andrews Avenue
Ozark, Alabama 36360

(334) 774-7610

https://www.dalemedical.org/getpage.php?name=specialty_clinic&sub=DMC%20Services
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Solution on page 29

WACKIE WORDS 

• Tree Work
• Stump Grinding
• Debris Removal
• Brush Cutting

• Dirt work
• Road Trimming
• Firewood
• Lumber

• Lawn Care 
• Sod
• Landscaping
• Fencing

Remember to load your brain before you shoot off your mouth!

& Much More

WICKSBURG, AL  • 726-3278 OR 726-3277
Highway 123 S at the Wicksburg intersection of Highway 84

FARM-FRESH
IN SEASON PRODUCE

Sunday
September 7th
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BIRTHMARK
By Wallace Kennedy, Jr.

Birthmarks are areas of discolored and/or 
raised skin that are apparent at birth or within 
a few weeks of birth. Birthmarks are made up 
of malformed pigment cells or blood vessels. 
Although the cause of birthmarks is not known, 
most of them are benign (noncancerous) and do 
not require treatment.                                                           
Our second birth, (accepting Jesus Christ as personal 
Lord and Savior) we no longer bare the “birthmark” of 
Adam. Anyone united with Jesus Christ, is created new, 
and gets a fresh start. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come. 2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV                                  
We are not identified by outward appearance, religious 
paraphernalia, such as: wearing a cross, WWJD 
bracelets, Jesus bumper-stickers, or any other superficial 
items.                                                                                                
Now we bare the “birthmark” of Jesus, and people will 
know that we are His by our “birthmark”:                                             
Instead, Jesus tells us that we are known by our 
fruit: "By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people 
pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 

bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad 
fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 
Thus, by their fruit you will recognize 
them" (Matthew 7:16-20).                                     
Our new “birthmark” is: The "fruit" that 

Jesus is talking about, “is the Fruit of the 
Spirit”. Galatians 5:22-23 The Holy Spirit 

produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against 
these things!                                                                          
When you see the "golden arch" you can identify 
that building as a McDonalds restaurant. When we 
see the “apple” with a bite taken out, we know that is 
an Apple product. When we see the red circle with a 
solid red circle in the middle, we know that’s Target.     
Just like those things, when people in the world see 
someone consistently displaying the Fruit of the 
Spirit regardless of the circumstances, they should be 
able to identify that person as a Christian. Believers 
need to be marked by the Fruit of the Spirit.                                  
Have a great “Labor-Day celebration. And God bless 
you, pour out His love on you and keep you in His 
care.

Ozark Mayor: 
Charles Ward

City Council:
Winston Jackson

Caitlyn Cummings
Brian Macario
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People who buy turf for their yards don’t have the patience to grow their own
They want instant grassification

Fun to Read…Affordable & Effective Advertising. Call 334-379-7603

“The secret to a 
long life is to  keep 

your heart light 
and you mind 

sharp.”

Well, my hearts 
light, but my 

mind’s on 
vacation

THAT EXPLAINS IT!
I got my stomach by doing as many 
crunches as I can everyday; usually 
either Nestle or Captain.

A zookeeper is ordering new 
animals. As he fills out the forms, 

he types “two mongeese”. That 
doesn’t look quite right,
so he tries two mongoose, and then 
two mongooses. Giving up, he types, 
“One mongoose, and while you’re at 
it, send another one.”

Clay Hagler, Owner
office@haglerac.com
clay@haglerac.com

Eufaula Ozark: 334-687-4550
Ozark Office: 334-774-8050

Fax: 334-774-9186
186 North Union Ave. • Ozark, AL 36360

24 - Hr Emergency Service
334-774-8050
334-687-4550

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL…GET IT DONE!
www.haglerac.com

Alabama Licenses
HVAC # 00157

Refrigeration # 51409

I don’t 
want to say 
we eat out 
a lot, but 

I’ve noticed 
that when I
call my kids 
for dinner,
they run to 

the car.

https://WWW.WYBTRADIO.COM
https://haglerac.com/
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THINK LIKE A MAN OF ACTION, ACT LIKE A MAN OF THOUGHT.

Fun to Read…Affordable & Effective Advertising. Call 334-379-7603

“No Job Too Large or Small”
Over 40 Years Experience

FREE estimates up to a 100 mile radius

SPECIALIZING IN:
Foundations

Driveways
Patios

Block Work
334-588-3998                                                      
334-606-1434

P.O. BOX 28
BELLWOOD, AL

36313

LAL0235LAL0235 LAL0235

JASMINE HILLS                                                                           
I, II, and III                                                               

1 & 2 Bedrooms

ARITON             
APARTMENTS                         

1 & 2 Bedrooms

CLAYBANK 
APARTMENTS                        

1 & 2 Bedrooms

Water, Sewage, and 
Garbage Included                                  

Call                  
Mikie Walding 

Company

334-774-3222                          
TDD 1-800-548-2546

MOVE             
IN                                    

SPECIAL          
$350.00 TO 

$375.00 

OAKVIEW 
RETIREMENT 

CENTER
All utilities included 

for elderly and 
disabled

Contact                                      
Mikie Walding 

Company                                               
for details at                      

1518-A Andrews Ave.    
Ozark, AL 36360

334-774-3222                          
TDD 1-800-548-2546

Oakview 
Retirement 

Center
Fuqua & Walding  

Partnership Apartments  
927 Mixon School 
Road   Ozark, AL

1 & 2 Bedrooms    
Rent Based On Your 

Income                            
For Senior Citizens, 

Handicap or Disabled.                         
All Utilities Paid, 
Laundry Room           

Call                                
Mikie Walding 

Company 

334-774-3222                          
TDD 1-800-548-2546

FR
EEZERS REFRIGERATORS

RANGES

W
A

SHERS
DRYERS PARTS DISHWASHER

S

Servicing the area for over 35 years!
106 S. Conner St.  •  Enterprise, AL

“There are two kinds of 
people who don't say much, 

those who are quiet and 
those who talk a lot.”

Denver or Salt
Lake City?

I couldn’t decide
whether to go to
Salt Lake City or

Denver for
vacation, so I

called the airlines to 
get prices.

“Airfare to Denver
is $300,” the

cheery salesperson
replied.

“And what about
Salt Lake City?”

“We have a really
great rate to Salt
Lake—$99,” she

said “but there is a
stopover.”
“Where?”

“In Denver,” she
said

https://www.tristateappliancerepair.net/
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SHORT TERM REHABILITATION
ALZHEIMER’S UNIT

PHYSICAL, SPEECH, AND 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY

334.774.2631
www.oakviewmanor.com

We are focused on…
Health Management, Quality Lifestyle
                       and Resident Comfort.

138 BED 
SKILLED NURSING FACILITY

LICENSED BY THE
 ALABAMA BOARD OF HEALTH.
ALL BEDS ARE CERTIFIED FOR 

MEDICARE,MEDICAID
& PRIVATE PARTY 

Sometimes you get the best light from burning bridges. ~ Don Henley

Map

We are your premier dealer for auto service and repairs in OZARK. If you have any problems with your
vehicles like bad transmissions, oil changes, or flat tires, our expert technicians are here to help.

 Our knowledgeable and friendly staff has developed a reputation for providing excellent Chevrolet and GMC 
auto service and repair. Visit our OZARK, AL dealership today. You can also schedule an appointment online!                                                                     

MILITARY THANK YOU 10% OFF
3071 S. US Hwy 231 • Ozark, AL •

334-774-9030
7:30 am - 5:30 pm  Mon. - Fri.

www.gillandchevrolet.com

Have you ever
had that
awkward

moment when
you’re 

walking
down the

steps and you
think there’s
another step
and you Hulk

stomp the
ground.

http://oakviewmanor.com/
https://www.gillandchevrolet.com/service-parts-specials.html
http://gILLAND%20CHEVY%20qr%20CODE.png
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"It is curious that physical courage should be so common in the
world and moral courage so rare." -Mark Twain

Fun to Read…Affordable & Effective Advertising. Call 334-379-7603

A Ripple In History
We watched season one of the 
series on “The House Of 
David”. It covered the period 
from his youth to the slaying of 
Goliath. We know David as a 
flawed but repentant man and 
leader, a husband, father, and 
friend. His period as King of 
Israel is called “The Golden 
Age” due to Israel's unity and prosperity. While 
the Bible doesn't explicitly declare one king as the 
"greatest," figures like David, Solomon, and 
Hezekiah are often cited as exemplary rulers. 
David is praised for uniting Israel and establishing 
Jerusalem as the capital. He had the honor of 
being the "apple of God's eye". (Psa 17:8).

But there is someone that played a big part in 
David’s life that we don’t hear much about. It 
started with Hannah. She poured herself out to 
God, desperate and humble. Hannah's prayer was 
her deep longing for a child and her unyielding 

faith in God's ability to grant her 
petition. In her prayer, she vows to 
dedicate her son to the service of the 
Lord, which she did. Little did 
anyone know, Hannah’s prayers 
would change the course of history. 
(1 Samuel). Her son, Samuel, would 
change the landscape of faith 
forever. He was used by God to 
destroy Israel’s enemies and he was 
the one that God used to anoint 

David as king of Israel.

In essence, the concept of a "ripple effect" into 
eternity reflects the understanding that our 
choices and actions have lasting consequences, 
both in this life and in the life to come. (Pro 
27:17). The Bible encourages us to live 
responsible, making choices that honor God and 
create a positive impact on the world around us. 
Like Hannah, your actions today will have a 
ripple effect on history and into eternity. Live 
wisely.

1869 Andrews Avenue • 334-443-0843
www.ozarkselfstorageal.com

Come see us for your rental tuck needs!UNIT SIZES
5’ x 5’
10’ x 10’
10’ x 11’
10’ x 12’

12’ x 12’
12’ x 15’
20’ x 20’

https://www.ozarkselfstorageal.com/
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Failure is only the opportunity to begin again more intelligently. ~ Henry Ford

Fun to Read…Affordable & Effective Advertising. Call 334-379-7603

CALL IN      774-2056       
964 E Broad St. Ozark, AL   

Family owned and operated since 1962,                      
we're your destination for sweet treats, some 

of the best food in Ozark, and fair prices.

Laughs & Lifts Magazine is your monthly 
source for joy, encouragement, and family-
friendly fun. Every issue is filled with clean, 
wholesome jokes, uplifting articles, brain-
teasing puzzles, inspiring quotes, and even 
tasty recipes to share with loved ones. It’s 

designed to make you smile, lift your spirits, 
and bring  positivity into your day. Perfect 
for readers of all ages, it’s a magazine you 
can confidently share with family, friends, 
or even at the o�ice waiting room. Life can 
be stressful—why not add a little laughter 

and light? Subscribe today and let Laughs & 
Lifts brighten your world each month!              

www.LaughsandLifts.com                                          
334-379-7603

DiFilippo’s 334-774-8236
2245 Hwy. 231 S. Ozark, ,AL

Tues - Sat 4 pm - 9 pm

Take Outs & DINE IN
PIZZA
PASTA, SUBS, AND SALADS

http://Dairy%20King%20Logo%20sign.pnghttps://www.facebook.com/DairyKingofOzark
https://www.dairykingal.com/
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      Claybank Master Gardeners  
   September 2025

Gardeners take heart, the 
heat and humidity that 
kept us inside while our 
weeds grew frighteningly 
tall, damaged our 
tomatoes, and fried our 
flowers will soon depart! 
See the side bar for 
optimal temperature 
range for growing 
tomatoes.  The cooler 
temperatures following 
Hurricane Erin may give 
our tomatoes a chance to 
develop fruit again. This is 
also a good time to 
prepare for fall plantings, clean out the beds, toss out the 
spent plants and refresh the soil with well-aged composted 
manure or new potting mix.

I have had wonderful results from using compost “tea”. A 
couple scoops of aged compost in a half-barrel of water, left 
to soak for three or four or more days, will kill o� any 
pathogens and pests and make the tea a highly absorbable 
natural nutrient boost to your plants. I have seen plants that 
have lost their leaves regrow new ones after watering with 
compost tea.

Remember to rotate your plants to avoid the buildup of 
nematodes or other root attacking pests. If you are wondering 
if you have nematodes, do this: Pull up a plant, rinse o� the 
roots and examine them for root knots, bumpy knobs in the 
roots. Bumpy knots are a good indicator of nematode 
infestation. Some gardeners have found that after growing 
French marigolds and/or cauliflower, cabbage, broccoli, or 

Osaka or Kodiak mustard greens, and then mixing their 
greens into the soil will deter nematode growth. Another 
method is to cover the soil under a plastic sheet for 3 to 5 
sunny days to kill unwanted disease-carrying pathogens.

Dates to remember:
Lunch and Learn by Chuck & Becky McManus on 
August 27th  . Topic will be on seed propagation, at the 
Dale County Library. 

*The Claybank Master Gardeners will meet Wednesday Sept 
10th  at Hoppergrass Restaurant in Ozark,129 S. East Ave, 
across from 3 Scoops Ice Cream & Sandwich Shop. Call the 
Dale County Extension O�ice at (334) 774-2329 to verify the 
date. The meeting starts at 11 AM, but if you wish to buy lunch 
at the bu�et, the line is shorter at 10:30. We welcome new 
faces, whether you are a gardener or a “wannabe”! 

What seeds to plant in late August and September? 
According to the SOW App you can now start these seeds: 
beets, Brussels sprouts, carrots, cauliflower, kale, Mexican 
kohlrabi, lettuce, tarragon (mint marigold), mustard, oregano, 
parsley, parsnips, rosemary, snap beans, and thyme. 
Start your seeds in the shade in a moist soilless mix of peat 
moss, perlite and vermiculite, then when you see the second 
set of leaves growing, transplant into the garden or pot with 
fresh potting mix.

Happy gardening! 
Dee Gilbert
Claybank Master Gardener

3765 WILL LOGAN ROAD 
 OZARK, AL 

334-733-4250

BARRELS OF OIL.… When the first oil 
wells were drilled they had made no 

provision for storing the liquid so they 
used water barrels. That is why, to this 

day, we speak of barrels of oil rather 
than gallons. 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK TILL 8pm
14995 S. US Hwy 231 • Midland City, AL  • 983-4101

https://www.aces.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/117892341909796
https://www.facebook.com/AlabamaMasterGardenerHelpline
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Serving Lunch   Sunday- Friday
10:30am - 2:00 pm

2 Large Banquet Rooms Available
For Special Events For up to 300 people *

We also Cater to Your Location*
*Call for Pricing on Events & Catering

129 East Avenue • Ozark
334-774-4404

Laughs & Lifts
Subscription

A Year of 
Your Favorite Magazine 

Only $35 
Never Miss an Issue. Get Laugh & Lifts Delivered  

to Your Mailbox for $35 for 12 issues

Send name(s) and address(s) with check  
made to Red Oak Printing & Publishing 

to
Laughs & Lifts/Subscriptions

P.O. Box 681 • Ozark,  AL 36361

Mixed Advice
Two friends met on the street 
after not having seen each 
other for some time. One of 
them was on crutches.
"Hello!" said the other man. 
"Why are you on crutches?"
"Car accident," said the man 
on crutches.
"When did that happen?"
"Oh, about six weeks ago."
"And you still have to be on 
crutches?"
"Well, my doctor says I could 
get along without them. My 
lawyer says I can't."

HOT OFF THE PRESS: 
As the paper goes through the 

rotary printing press friction 
causes it to heat up. Therefore, if 
you grab the paper right off the 
press it's hot. The expression 

means to get immediate 
information.

DINNER PARTY
A man and his wife attended a dinner party at the 

home of their friends. Near the end of the meal, the 
wife reprimanded her husband. "That's the third time 
you've gone for dessert," she scolded. "The hostess 

must think you're selfish and an absolute pig." 

"I don't think so," he said. "I've been telling her it's for 
you."

Forgetful George 
"George is so forgetful," the sales manager complained to his 

secretary. "It's a wonder he can sell anything. I asked him to pick         
me up some sandwiches on his way back from lunch but I'm not 

sure he'll even remember to come back."

Just then the door flew open and in bounced George. "You'll never 
guess what happened!" he shouted. "While I was at lunch, I met Old 
Man Brown, who hasn't bought anything from us for five years. Well, 

we got to talking and he gave me a half-million-dollar order!"

"See," sighed the sales manager to his secretary. "I told you he'd 
forget the sandwiches."

Dont mess with old people…Life in prison isn’t that much of a deterrent.

https://laughsandlifts.com/subscribe
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Monday -Friday 6-5   • Saturday 6-12

Sammy Judah   Donna Shuman
334-774-7177

Why Choose Us?

1
2
3
4

In Business Since 1979

Works with 30+ National Carriers

Locally Owned & Operated

Servicing the SE Wiregrass Area of Al.

Education is a progressive discovery of our own ignorance. ~ Will Durant

WACKIE WORDS SOLUTION

WHEN I WAS LITTLE, I DIDN’T CARE WHAT I 
WORE, I JUST WENT ALONG WITH WHAT MY 

PARENTS CHOSE. WHEN I LOOK IN OLD 
PHOTO ALBUMS, I REALIZE THAT THEY DIDN’T 

CARE EITHER.

https://www.circleinsagency.com/
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ACROSS- - - - - - - - - - - %
1) Weep
5) C-shaped carpentry gadget
10)_ spumante
14) Length x width, for a

rectangle
15) Bear and Berra
16) Booted up?
17) Examine hastily
18) Airborne annoyances
19) Cornbread concoction
20) What wrestlers practice?
23) Nit layer
24) Musical ensemble ofeight
25) What most humans are
28) Electric power measure
30) It may include the sniffles
31) Hardly original
33) Add the audio
36) Charlemagne's domain

PRESENT LAUGHTER?
1 2 3 4 5 6

14 15

17 18

20 21

23

25 26 27

30

36

40

51

57

60

63

7

40) Infamous abductors
41) Violently release lava
42) Fury
43) It's for two only
44) Swiped
46) Battle reminders
49) More like a puppy dog
51) Something apartment

renters can't get
57) Bone-dry
58) Up to
59) Gooey food
60) Put up, as a picture
61) "Rolling in the Deep"

chanteuse
62) Humerus neighbor
63)_ gin fizz
64) Pharmacist's dispensations
65) Argus' hundred

8 9 13

54 55 56

DOWN
1) Big blowout
2) BP Amoco's acquisition
3) Raised mark on the skin
4) Mrs. Hudson, to Sherlock Holmes
5) Swan constellation
6) Lengthy suit sizes
7) Obviously surprised
8) Big name in copiers, once
9) Whispered entreaty
10) Characteristic
11) Height-challenged
12) 1,000 kilograms
13) That is, in Latin
21) Lithium-battery link
22) Pole that may have many faces
25) Advil target
26) It turns Santa's suit black
27) Misfortunes
28) Desire
29) Drink by the yard
31) Censored material
32) Barely hit
33) Television tuner of old
34) Advocate forcefully
35) "It's_ real"
37) "Reduce,_ , recycle!"
38) It brings a smile to a miner's face
39) Postpone to a later date
43) Deepen, as a channel
44) Hair options
45) Util.
46) Former Iranian leaders
47) Great Barrier Reefmakeup
48) Acid type
49) Quotes
50) Ofsome benefit
52) Campus meeting place
53) Reverse, as a mistake
54) A friend in war
55) "Jack ofall trades, master of_ "
56) Places to get muddied up

18th August

334-237-3160
334-432-0578 rp.handymanservices@yahoo.com

Licensed & Insured • Over 27 Years Experience
“I can do what your husband can’t or won’t do.”

8967 N. US Hwy 231 • Ariton, AL 36311

CROSSWORD

https://www.facebook.com/RicksRentAHubbyHandymanServicesLLC
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They call our language the mother tongue because the father seldom
gets to speak.

Printing Services
Business Cards
Post Cards
EDDM Cards
Rack Cards
Custom Printed Pens

Banners
Vehicle Magnets
Business Checks

NCR Forms
Koozies

Yard Signs
Brochures

Magazines
Door Hangers

& Much More!

Professionally Designed By Red Oak Printing Services

SOLUTION ON PAGE 31

PRESCRIPTION
FOR THE SOUL

Laughter: 
The Best Medicine
Take to Feel Better 

Dosage: Take as Much as You Want
As Often As You Want.

Refills: As many times  as you want.
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OZARK TIRE & SERVICE
Serving the good folks of Ozark since 2004

NEW & USED TIRES  • OIL CHANGES

774�1416   TIM STAFFORD, OWNER •  178 W. ROY PARKER ROAD  • OZARK, AL
MONDAY � FRIDAY 7:30 AM � 5;30 PM

867 East Broad St. • Ozark, AL

Your LOCAL OWNED one stop shop for feed,
seed, fertilizer and gardening needs

TAKE IT UP OR LET IT OUT!
Buttons, Hems, Zippers, 
Mending

618 South Union Ave. • Ozark, AL

To learn more about any advertiser…..                                                                              
Use your smart phone to scan any QR code, website address, or email. 
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Your marketing plan needs to include the magazine you are reading 

right now.. It’s popularity is undeniable.                                                          

Call Laughs&Lifts TODAY!  334-379-7603

•  DRAIN CLEANING
•  WATER LEAK 
•  SUMP PUMP

•  REPAIR INSTALL
•  LAWNCARE
•  PAINTING

•  REMODELING
•  WINDOW INSTALL   

•  CEILING FAN INSTALL
 •  ROOF LEAK REPAIR

10 % Discount for Seniors

  FREE STAKES • FREE/FAST SHIPPING
When You Buy This Many

• 18” x 24”…………..10 @  $15 Ea.
• 18” x 24”…………..20 @  $12 Ea.
• 18” x 24”…………..50 @  $10 Ea.
• 18” x 24”………..100 @    $8 Ea.

1. Digital Printed Full Color
2. Printed On Both Sides
3. Includes Metal “H” Stake
4. 4mm White Corrugated Plastic

Most Popular Size….18” x 24”  Printed 2 sides ….Ships Tomorrow
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FROM THE BADGE TO THE MAYOR OFFICE

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

I am truly humbled and honored to have been elected as your next Mayor. From the 
bottom of my heart, thank you for your trust, your confidence, and your support. This 

victory belongs not just to me, but to all of us who believe in the future of our community.                                                                              
I want to thank my family, my campaign team, our volunteers, and every supporter who 

knocked on doors, made phone calls, shared ideas, and offered encouragement along the 
way. Your hard work and dedication made this possible.                                                                                                                             

I also want to recognize and thank Mr. Blankenship for his passion and commitment to our 
city. Campaigns are never easy, and they helped shine a light on important issues that we 

must continue to work together to address.                                                                                                                                 
As Mayor, I promise to lead with openness, integrity, and a genuine desire to serve all of 

our citizens—whether you voted for me or not. Together, we will focus on making our 
community stronger, safer, and more prosperous, while preserving the values and spirit 

that make it such a great place to call home.

Thank you again for giving me the privilege to serve. I am excited for all that lies ahead, 
and I look forward to working side by side with each of you.

With gratitude,

Charles Ward

Mayor-Elect


